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Parents under fire after up to 50 kids are
seen at skatepark

A former councillor is urging parents to control their children during the lockdown after a report that up to 50 were congregating
in the skatepark in Warmley Forest Park.

Ian Adams (left) has asked The
Week In to spread the message after
he was contacted by a friend on
Sunday who advised him that although the skatepark is locked,
young people are knowingly ignoring signs and advice and taking extreme efforts to climb over the gate.

He said: “I don't want to be a party
pooper but based on the fact we're
in the middle of a deadly pandemic, this behaviour is beyond being
moronic. I realise kids will be kids, but what about parents being parents?

“When a kid picks up their skateboard and heads for the front door
why aren't parents challenging where they are going and who they are
hanging out with?

“This disease is passed on human to human. It's self-perpetuating, so
the only way it will die out is by not providing an environment where
it can be transmitted.

“I therefore felt the need to let you know, so this message is read by
members of the public.

“I have this one question to parents with kids who are using the
skatepark: our forefathers went over the top in World War One and ran
into a hail of bullets. Our forefathers jumped off boats in World War
Two and waded through a rain of bullets. We are being asked to stay
in and watch the telly. Why can't you control your kids and do what is
being asked?

“It is totally irresponsible for parents to turn a blind eye and ignore
what their kids are doing. I would absolutely hate it if their ignorance
caused the death of a family member or someone providing essential
care and support. So stop it!

“I have reported the situation to the council and the police, which will
of course put a strain on them redirecting resource.”

MAKE MONEY
FROM HOME
No Investment Required!
Thousands of regular people are now
supplementing or even replacing their
income by starting their own home
business.
It’s time to unleash your inner entrepreneur.
CLAIM YOUR FREE business starter pack
worth £350 today at www.eBizTips.net/free
The Week in • Wednesday 1st April 2020

1

Ki
rt
e
pe
th
1 ex
om # ver
s
’
Fr
UK keo
a
m
s.

by just swapping the doors and worktops

n
he
tc

REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN

BEFORE

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range of quality doors,
worktops, appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and cleanly by our own
local professional fitters in just a few days

10/10
Excellent service and quality of product.
Workman helpful and friendly, definitely
a company to use.
BRISTOL

'5($0'2256
NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

EST. 1999
Over 290 reviews on

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade,
Gloucester Rd, Bristol BS7 8AL
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9.6/10
Where reputation matters

See what our customers have to say

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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Summer events including festivals are cancelled

the nation.”
Next year’s festival week will take place from 28th June to 4th July
which will be the 25th anniversary.
The Mangotsfield Festival Committee have also cancelled this
year’s event which had been due to take place on 13th June. They
hope the 2021 Festival will take place on 12th June.
And Bristol City Council has cancelled all public events in the city
until the end of July at the earliest, which affects the Bristol Harbour
Festival.
South Gloucestershire Armed Forces Day is due to take place in
Page Park on 20th June. The organisers say they will take a decision at the end of April on whether this year’s event will go ahead.
Keynsham Music Festival

Due to the continuing spread of coronavirus there has been
widespread cancellation of events, with one of the biggest casualties being the Keynsham Music Festival.
Chairman of the festival Mike May said: “It is with deep sadness
that, the trustees of Keynsham Music Festival have decided not to
stage the 2020 festival. This difficult decision has been made in light
of the current situation that we all face and feel together.
“Like many around the world, we are doing our best to quickly adjust
to these complex times.
“Our volunteers have been working since last November to organise what was going to be our biggest, most diverse and most exciting festival ever.
“Every one of our suppliers has offered to carry over our deposits
and current contracts until next year, for which we are very grateful.
All trader deposits will be fully refunded in the coming days. All
artists, performers, acts, and traders will be rebooked for the festival
in 2021.
“All the people who work in the industry upon which the festival relies so much every year now find themselves in a very difficult and
unknown future. We send our heartfelt best wishes to all of them.”
The festival had been about to announce a new sponsor partnership with Truespeed.
Mr May added: “We will continue to monitor the situation and hope
that we will be able to put on a special community event later in the
year. Of course, the timing of the event will depend on the health of

Clapping to support our carers

Thousands of people across our area joined in the national ‘Clap
for Carers’ event at 8pm last Thursday.
People came out of their homes to cheer and applaud health and
care workers, and there were also reports of fireworks being left
off in places including Hillfields and Warmley.
London-based yoga teacher Annemarie Plas who started the
movement wants to repeat it every Thursday at 8pm.
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B&NES suspends parking charges

All council car parking charges (on street and off street) in B&NES
Council-owned car parks were suspended as of 25th March to enable key workers to park without fear of a charge or penalty in permitted parking areas.
The council said it is in line with national government guidance relating to the three-week closure of non-essential shops and businesses and will be kept under review.
Enforcement continues where vehicles are parked in Blue Badge
bays, loading bays, double yellow lines and loading bans to ensure
that emergency services, key workers and other priority users can
function on the network.
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Would like to thank all
of our customers over
the years for their
continued support.
In the interest of the
health and wellbeing
of our customers and
the local community
we have decided to
close at this time.
We will reopen as soon
as the situation improves.

07860 441776

We will better any like for
like all inclusive quote
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60-year-old cache of chocolate discovered

From left: Andy Hillman, Mike Burt, Huw Evans and Week In editor Stephen Rodgers get to taste the chocolate
Building workers in Keynsham have apparently made a startling discovery – and sparked security fears into the bargain.

The Week In understands that while earthworks were taking place
around The Chocolate Quarter at the Somerdale site last month, a
hidden chamber was discovered containing more than a quarter of
a million bars of the famous Frys 5 Boys chocolate bars.

What is more incredible is that they seem to have been kept in perfect condition in a sealed chamber filled with nitrogen. With the container damaged by a bulldozer, the massive haul is now being kept
chilled in a secret location while a decision is made about what to
do with the iconic chocolate bars.

The most likely explanation appears to date the chocolate to the
Cold War era and it may have been stored as emergency rations in
the event of a nuclear attack. It is known that nuclear bunkers were
constructed at sites around Somerset during the 1950s and early
1960s with an underground hospital rumoured still to be located
near the Broadmead roundabout in Keynsham.

At today’s prices, the weight of chocolate alone would have a retail
value of up to £500,000 but given the unique nature of the discovery, some confectionary industry analysts are saying the chocolate
bars could fetch prices at auction similar to vintage bottles of wine.

April Loofekoj, from the European Soft Drinks and Confectionary
Institute in the Netherlands, said: “It’s almost like rare old bottles of
Bordeaux wine or Napoleon brandy. They are prized by collectors
but probably taste like vinegar if ever they were opened.”

But that’s not the case so far, according to former Frys employee
and now archivist, Hugh Evans. Together with his former work colleagues Mike Burt and Alan Hillman, they give talks, exhibitions and
film shows to local groups and organisations on the history of the
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old Somerdale factory under the name of the Chocolate Dinosaurs.
They have been able to date the find by matching the wrappers to
ones in their archive. And in recognition, the trio were allowed to
taste the discovery.

“We heard rumours about a hidden store when we worked at
Somerdale, but nobody really knew much. I think the managers
probably had to sign the Official Secrets Act”, said Hugh.
“We have tasted one of the bars and it was surprisingly good. Both
the chocolate was just how we remembered it from our time at the
factory, but I am concerned how long that might last now that the
chocolate is no longer in sealed conditions.”

Now wait! If you hadn’t already noticed the date, this article was

scheduled to appear in our issue due for publication on 1st April and

we were planning some sort of spoof to for people to enter a com-

petition to win one of the historic chocolate bars. Naturally, events
have rather overtaken our plans but we felt you might still enjoy a
smile during these testing times. Our thanks go to Huw Evans, Mike

Burt and Alan Hillman who came on board with our idea. The

Chocolate Dinosaurs have raised thousands of pounds for the Children’s Hospice South West in recent years through their illustrated
talks to groups and organisations throughout the region. They have

a wealth of knowledge on the history of Somerdale and chocolate

making in Bristol and tailor their talks to a range of audiences from

primary schools and scout groups to W.I.s and residential homes.
If you want to contact them to discuss a talk at some stage in the

future then call call Hugh on 07980 817684 or email

hughevans@sky.com
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Sign of the times

For years Ruth Britton has been brightening up the two concrete bollards outside her home in Barry Road in Oldland Common with a variety of knitted costumes.
And last week she added face masks in a nod to the country’s
health crisis.
So popular are the Oldland Knitted Bollards that they have their
own Facebook page on which Ruth urged people to socially distance like the bollards and keep safe.
The picture attracted more than 170 comments on Facebook. One
fan said: “They look fab! And socially distanced yet enjoying some
fresh air!”
“This really cheered me up on a dark day. Thank you,” said another.

New police recruits on patrol

As of Monday 59 new recruits have joined their colleagues on
patrol across the Avon & Somerset force area after completing
their Police Constable Degree Apprentice course three weeks
early.
Chief Constable Andy Marsh said they would provide extra resilience and reassurance in these unprecedented times.
And 32 new Police & Community Support Officers PCSOs) have
also joined neighbourhood teams across the force area to support the police in protecting and policing communities.

Credit: Oldland Knitted Bollards
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HOME MOVIES TRANSFER SERVICE
Let us bring your treasured Home Movies back
to life so you can enjoy them again and again...
Have you ever wondered how good it would be to see your cherished
home movies again, many years after you shot them? Perhaps these
are on cine film, Hi-8, Video 8, VHS or another format you can no longer
play? !
Now you can relive those unique memories of special times such as
your wedding, your children taking their first steps, or family holidays,
and watch them whenever you want, as we will transfer your home
movies and preserve them forever on DVD or as a digital file! !

Your Home Movies are invaluable. We look forward to helping
you bring them back to life!
For a free quotation with no obligation, please call Andy Warren on
01454 321614 or email sales@1st-take.com

BRISTOL RACING DVD SPECIAL OFFER!
Offer Code: WEBR32

BUY BOTH DVDs
FOR ONLY £25.95!

BRISTOL MOTOR SPOR
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in the Bristol ar
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today.. Relax and enjoy this tribute to
a pr
oud sporting tradition.
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Save over £10 + Free P&P!
#

CALL 01454 321614 TO ORDER

SPECIAL OFFER only for

readers!
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With the help of ar
archive
chive film,
photographs, memorabilia
and interviews, rrelive
elive the
history of the Bristol
Bulldogs fr
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om the Douglas
‘Dirt Track’
Track’ model in 1928,
thr
ough to the glory days in
through
Knowle and finally the brief
rrenaissance
enaissance at Eastville in
the 1970s.

PLEASE SEND ME
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PRICE

Both Bristol Racing DVDs

RRP £27.90 £19.90 + Fr
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&P! SA
SAVE
AVE
VE OVER £10!

Bristol Speedway

RRP £13.95 £11.95 + Free
Free P&P!
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VE £4.50!

Bristol Motorsport

Free P&P!
RRP £13.95 £11.95 + Free
&P! SA
SAVE
AVE
VE £4.50!
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TO SEE THE FULL RANGE OF 1ST TAKE DVDs VISIT www.1st-take.com OR CALL 01454 321614 TO REQUEST A FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST CATALOGUE

www.1st-take.com
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01454 321614

1st Take, PO Box 1840, Yate, Bristol BS37 4WB
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Hanham Hills

Concern that the Hanham Hills could again be at risk

There are concerns that plans to build on
the Hanham Hills could be resurrected.

It follows the scrapping of the Joint Spatial
Plan (JSP) which had identified 12 Strategic
Development Locations in the West of England. There is uncertainty over how many of
those sites may still be pursued.

After similar concerns were raised last
month (Issue 618) by local people that plans
for 2,500 homes on local Green Belt at
Warmley could again be on the table, South
Gloucestershire Council said that it does not
support any further large-scale development
east of Bristol.

However, Caroline White, who chairs the
Friends of Hanham Abbots Conservation
Area, said that any re-evaluation due to the
scrapping of the JSP is a cause for anxiety
for the Hanham area too.

In Issue 465, in March 2017 we reported on
a controversial ‘vision’ for a garden village
on more than 100 homes on 48 acres below
the Hanham Hills, plus almost 100 homes
at Hanham Cricket Club site. At the time a
director of Colliers International said the “hypothetical” proposals would hinge on relo-
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cating the cricket pitch and sports facilities
from the current location on Abbots Road to
the Hills, around 600 metres away.

Colliers, acting on behalf of site owner Mr F
Francis, made representations to the JSP
on why the Green Belt protection on the
Hills should be removed to help meet the region’s need to plug a huge shortfall of
houses. However, the plans were not selected as part of the JSP.

This week Caroline White told us: “The
Friends of Hanham Abbots Conservation
Area was formed as a result of local residents who were shocked at the proposals in
the call for sites.

“These included plans for housing development on the Hanham Hills. It was also proposed that Hanham cricket field could be
developed for housing and the sports fields
relocated to the conservation area.

“The conservation area was granted designation to protect the rural setting of St
George’s Church, Hanham Court and three
historic building groups. The landscape
characteristics add to its charm. The Friends
group aim to preserve and enhance the con-

servation area for local people to enjoy;
many are unaware that it is conservation
area.

Hanham cricket pavilion
“Any re-evaluation due to the scrapping of
the JSP causes anxiety about plans being
resurrected. There have been rumours recently about a proposal to develop land at
Castle Farm behind the Riverside estate in
Hanham. Detailed plans for this development were also submitted in the call for sites
in the JSP.”

The Friends have a Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofhanhamabbotsconservationarea/
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Council staff redeployed to keep essential collections running

From Monday of this week recycling and food collections in South
Gloucestershire have changed from weekly to every two weeks and
will be on the same day as your black bin.

Staff from the council’s StreetCare team have been retrained and
redeployed to help with essential household waste collections during the coronavirus pandemic.

Waste service update in B&NES

Bath & North East Somerset Council says that rubbish and recycling collections are being prioritised, but there may be some delays or missed collections.
From 24th March, there will be no garden waste collections for
three weeks. The council says it is not able to issue refunds for
these missed collections but will update residents on options as
the situation progresses: “It is not our intention for residents to
lose out.”
Recycling centres are also closed until further notice. The council
asks residents to keep their rubbish and recycling at home until it
is able to lift these restrictions.
For the latest update on council services visit
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/coronavirus

Kylie’s Mobile
Foot Care
Foot Health Care is considered
Key Work by the Government.
“I am currently still available for
appointments wearing protective
equipment and following
Government guidelines”
Services Include:
Toe Nail Cutting
Callus Reduction
Corn Enucleation
Fungal Nail Treatment
Home Visits £25
I also treat diabetics
Contact Kylie BA (Hons) DipCFHP
Fully Accredited, Insured & DBS Checked

07903 197 516
E: kyliethomas71@yahoo.co.uk
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GGM

GARDEN & GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE

All aspects of garden &
grounds maintenance
Services include:
Grass cutting
Hedge cutting
Weed control

Tree work
Turfing
Planting

Tel: 07917 872651
www.ggmbristol.com
ggmbristol@outlook.com

A number of employees have switched from their usual, officebased roles to working with waste and recycling vehicles to help
keep essential household waste collections operating with reduced
staffing levels. Recycling centres are closed.
For the latest update on changes to service as a result of coronavirus please visit www.southglos.gov.uk/servicedisruption
See also page 17.

Waste changes in Bristol

Bristol’s Household Reuse & Recycling Centres are closed to protect
the safety of both public and staff during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
While the city’s waste and recycling collection services will continue
to operate, visiting a recycling centre is not among the reasons included for people to leave their homes under the latest COVID-19
guidance issued by the Government.
Garden waste collections have also been suspended this week, with
subscription to the service being extended accordingly. Everyone is
being asked to delay projects which may generate additional waste
or recycling and residents are also encouraged to compost their garden waste at home, with Mayor Marvin Rees urging people to avoid
the temptation of fly-tipping.
Bulky waste collections and bin deliveries have also been suspended.
To find out more about how services are being impacted at
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/crime-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19what-you-need-to-know

Green light for shop extension

Plans to extend the shop at the Snax 24 filling station on the A431
at Willsbridge have been approved by South Gloucestershire
Council.
The owners say they want the extension so they can stock a bigger and better range of products. The single-storey side extension
involves relocating the cash machine.
The Week in • Wednesday 1st April 2020

People decorate windows to
raise spirits
Cheerful rainbow pictures have been appearing in windows as people try to stay positive
during the lockdown.
Police Community Support Officers out patrolling in Warmley, Oldland Common, Cadbury
Heath and Bitton say they have been rainbow spotting and thank people for brightening
their day.
And Abbeyfield retirement house in Westbourne Avenue in Keynsham reported that a
little boy called Archie has been posting beautiful pictures through their letterbox to cheer
up residents during this time of social isolation.
Manager Charlene Fleck said: "Thank you Archie for making our day and lifting our spirits
here in Abbeyfield House. We feel so lucky to live in such a wonderful, thoughtful community.”

Stay home and save lives, urge police

Avon & Somerset Police are urging people to
avoid beauty spots or popular walking locations,
stressing that all unnecessary travel must be
avoided during the pandemic.
Last Friday they said they have been “inundated”
with inquiries about what people can and can’t do
at this time.
“Current Government advice states you are able
to leave your home for food shopping, any medical need or to provide care or help to a vulnerable
person. Travelling to and from work is permitted,
but only where you cannot work from home
“You are permitted to leave your home for one

Easy
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form of exercise a day, for example a run, walk
with your dog, or cycle ride - alone or with members of your household. We would urge people to
avoid beauty spots or popular walking locations.
All unnecessary travel must be avoided.
“Please comply with the Government measures
around social distancing, staying at least two metres apart from anyone outside of your household.
Please share this advice with your friends, neighbours and community. It could save lives.”
Police are out patrolling on bikes and in cars to
make sure the guidelines are being followed.

Sudoku

Staying safe
when catching
the bus

The Travelwest website advises
that if it's absolutely essential for
you to travel by bus, stay safe:
• Stand two metres apart at bus
stops, including when boarding
the bus.
• Pay with your smart device or
bank card, if possible.
• Try to sit two metres apart. One
person to a seat, at least every
other seat.

Hard
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LETTERS

Moronic behaviour of young
skateboarders
Dear Becky

As a former councillor I still get the odd resident contact me about stuff going in and
around the area. On Sunday I was contacted by a friend who advised kids (up to
50) were congregating at the skatepark
within Warmley Forest Park. The gate to the
skatepark is locked, so they are knowingly
ignoring signs/advice and taking extreme efforts to climb over the gate in order to access it.

I don't want to be a party pooper but based
on the fact we're in the middle of a deadly
pandemic, this behaviour is beyond being
moronic. I realise kids will be kids, but what
about parents being parents?
When a kid picks up their skateboard and
heads for the front door why aren't parents
challenging where they are going and who
they are hanging out with?

customer collapsed alongside the counter.
The response from the staff was quick and,
seeing he was well cared for, I left to continue my shopping.

On walking back home I could see that the
customer was seated, having a glass of
water. I went back in and asked if he was
OK and whether he wanted help carrying his
groceries back home. He politely declined,
telling me that the manager, Scott, had gone
to fetch his car to take him home.

I have reported the situation to the council
and the police, which will of course put a
strain on them redirecting resource.
Ian Adams

Praise for Tesco staff
Dear Sir

I was leaving my local Tesco store on Lodge
Causeway on Friday 13th March when a
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John P Walker
Kingswood

Warning over M J Harris
Electrics

Truck’s position makes social
distancing impossible

I am writing to inform you that M J Harris
Electrics advertising in The Week In is untrustworthy and has fleeced me over electric
work carried out on 23rd and 24th March.

S Gibbs

I therefore felt the need to let you know, so
this message is read by members of the
public.

It is totally irresponsible for parents to turn a
blind eye and ignore what their kids are
doing. I would absolutely hate it if their ignorance caused the death of a family member
or someone providing essential care and
support. So stop it!

If the owners of Kings Chase Shopping
Centre refuse to abide by the newly introduced laws, then South Gloucestershire
Council must enforce it.

I, along with other customers and the gentleman himself no doubt, were very pleased
and reassured to see the reaction of the
staff at Tesco.

This disease is passed on human to human.
It's self-perpetuating, so the only way it will
die out is by not providing an environment
where it can be transmitted.

I have this one question to parents with kids
who are using the skatepark: our forefathers
went over the top in World War One and ran
into a hail of bullets. Our forefathers jumped
off boats in World War Two and waded
through a rain of bullets. We are being
asked to stay in and watch the telly. Why
can't you control your kids and do what is
being asked?

Who in their right mind allowed this vehicle
to be trading at this precise location during
the present emergency? I appreciate that
the butcher is providing a service, but things
have changed.

Dear Editor

On a recent visit to Kings Chase Shopping
Centre I was impressed by the introduction
of social distancing to combat the coronavirus. In particular, Boots, Wilko and Sainsbury's could not be faulted.
But unfortunately, all their noble efforts had
been negated by a fundamental flaw in the
system.

Customers entering the precinct from Regent Street found the meat truck was in its
usual place at the bottom of the steps blocking 75% of access to the shops. Everyone
was funnelled towards a gap barely two metres wide, like sheep being corralled into a
holding pen.

A queue of meat customers accumulated on
and around the steps, reduced the gap even
further. People arriving and leaving the
precinct through the same gap added to the
confusion. Inevitably, social distancing was
impossible, and direct contact with others,
was unavoidable.

Dear Editor

On Saturday 21st March my dishwasher
wasn't working and the lights on my freezer
weren't on either. When I pulled out the dishwasher the socket had smoke marks on it
and it was fizzing. I panicked and looked for
an electrician in your paper.

M J Harris caught my eye, particularly as
they advertise no call out and OAP discounts. They give a local number but when
I called, the number was diverted to another.
The call handler said he would send an engineer out and Darren Woods arrived in a
plain white van about 30 minutes later. He
said the socket might need replacing but it
could be a bigger problem.

He checked various things, then said
among other things I had a broken ring main
and all the sockets in the house needed
checking to track the breakdown. He also
said I needed a new consumer unit with
RCBO and surge protection to comply with
current regs, and various other things he
said were non-compliant needed changing.

He said after they were done it would be
safe and OK for the next 30 years. A bit of a
joke as I am approaching my 70th birthday.
He itemised each of the jobs with materials
and labour separate. The total cost came to
£2,010 after discount. It was a quotation
which he said didn't include anything else
the electricians might come across.
Curiously the quote was headed Emergency Plumbers Ltd but he said he worked
for M J Harris. Convinced my electrics were
dangerous, I signed the quotation and paid
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a deposit, but he said I could cancel and get
someone else in if I wanted and the document confirmed this. But given the current
state of emergency and pending lockdown I
was worried I couldn't get anyone. He also
wrote out an Electrical Danger Notification
and put a sticker on my consumer unit.

I felt uneasy and fretted over Sunday and
asked my neighbour, a retired works electrician, to look over the quote. He isn't licensed to do any domestic jobs so couldn't
have helped. He thought the prices quoted
were steep and a lot of it was non-urgent so
I should try and cancel any that wasn't urgent, the replacement consumer unit being
the most obvious. I called first thing Monday
before two electricians arrived to repeat
what my neighbour had advised me. They
connected me with Darren who said my
neighbour was wrong and “you nearly had
a fire”. I said I was worried how I was going
to pay for it and he transferred me back to
the office who offered me a further small discount.

I allowed the electricians, who had travelled
from Caldicot near Newport, to do the job
which they completed in seven hours. They
again had a plain white van. They identified
another non-compliant socket for my cooker
which they had to return to fix the next morning for a further £290. Took them 3/4 hours
to lift floorboards and run a cable to my
kitchen.
I am not disputing the work they did was
good, but I felt rushed and panicked into
having such a large amount of work done
there and then. Ironically, I was intending to

Miles & Davey
motor services

●
●
●
●
●

MOT TESTING STATION
VEHICLE REPAIRS
VEHICLE SERVICING
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
TYRES & MORE
Find us on Facebook
Miles & Davey Motor Services

0117 329 0730
WE ARE STILL
OPEN AS USUAL
We are offering a collection
and delivery service for
anyone self isolating
Unit 8 Brookleaze Trading Estate
Stockwood Vale,
Keynsham, BS31 2AL
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refurb my kitchen soon and it would have all
been ripped out anyway.

As an example of the overcharging: they
charged me £390 for the exact consumer
unit I found on the internet for less than £50.
On top of this they charged £550 for fitting
it. I remember Darren saying they charged
£65 per hour but the customer services said
they don't charge by the hour and he
shouldn't have said that.

On Saturday I had done an internet search
for M J Harris and Emergency Plumbers Ltd
but didn't pull up anything untoward. However, I should have scrolled further down the
page as there was a Facebook page warning people not to call Emergency Plumbers
as they were con merchants. I also found
they had been a subject of.an investigation
by a BBC programme in 2018 and use a variety of names including M J Harris.

I contacted the customer services of Emergency Plumbers this morning (Thursday)
who said basically tough luck. I had to settle
the invoice with the electricians on Tuesday
so I have no chance of getting a refund. I
feel they just skirt above the law in the way
they operate and I wouldn't have a leg to
stand on if I tried to sue them for a part refund.

My purpose of writing this is to warn others
and ask you not to advertise them in your
paper. There aren't many electricians on
your advertising page and any that advertise an OAP discount are sure to attract vulnerable adults like me, particularly with the
current crisis.
Name & address supplied

LETTERS

Editor’s note: We asked M J Harris
Electrics/Emergency Plumbers to respond
to this letter. They provided a detailed rebuttal but specifically refused permission for us
to publish it.

Contractors are ignoring
restrictions
Dear Stephen

Will someone at B&NES Council please remind the contractors working on the Riverside refurbishment that they too should not
be a): walking in gangs of two, three or four
people; b): ignoring social distancing, and
c): blowing cigarette and vaping fumes in
the proximity of others in the street.

Every day for the last two weeks I have
seen them doing these things. They should
be setting an example, not ignoring the restrictions.
Name & address supplied

Write to us

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.
E-mail to: admin@theweekin.co.uk

Fabrics Plus Ltd
We sell fabulous fabric
for garments, patchwork,
quilting and a selection
of beautiful yarns for
knitting and crochet, and
all things haberdashery.

The home
of lovely
fabrics

We are now closed to the public until further notice.
You can still buy all your crafting essentials online
through our website or ordering by phone

0117 329 3857
Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm
19 Badminton Rd, Downend, BS16 6BB
Telephone 0117 329 3857
@FabricsPlusLimited
www.fabrics-plus.co.uk
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Go-ahead for plans to turn old college
into special needs school
Plans to reuse the former City of Bristol College’s Soundwell
Centre as a special needs school were approved last week by
South Gloucestershire Council.
The plans involve knocking down around half of the existing buildings and renovating the remaining buildings.

It was in March 2015 that City of Bristol College announced it was
to close the campus at the end of that academic year and would be
putting the site up for sale.

At the time it said all courses would relocate to existing college centres, “offering better accommodation, improved facilities and an enriched student experience”.

Learn@ Multi Academy Trust will run the new free school, which will
cater for 136 pupils aged five to 18 who have a combination of social, emotional, mental health or speech, language and communication needs.

The new school will serve South Gloucestershire, Bristol and Bath
& North East Somerset.
There will be sleeping accommodation for short midweek respite
stays. A new games court and playing field will also be provided.

A small portion of the site in the south-west corner is excluded from
the application site and shown as being retained for future development.

BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR
SPECIALIST
German Car Specialists with over 30 years experience
in service, repairs and diagnostics

ORMAL
WE ARE OPEN AS N
● MOT TESTING STATION
● SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
● AIR CONDITIONING

Some concerns were raised by people living near the site, including
insufficient parking spaces and the potential impact on traffic and
parking congestion in the area, and that if the section of reserved
land is used for housing it would further affect highway safety and
parking.

Bristol Airport expansion
refusal is confirmed

The decision to reject the planning application to expand Bristol
Airport was confirmed at a meeting of North Somerset Council’s
Planning and Regulatory Committee last month.

Councillors confirmed their previous decision to refuse the application by 18 votes to two with three abstentions.

The application was rejected at a special meeting of the Planning
and Regulatory Committee on 10th February. Because this decision went against the officers’ recommendation, the council’s
procedure for a major application is for it to go back to the committee for the decision to be ratified.

Now that the application has been formally refused the applicant
has six months to decide whether to lodge an appeal which
would be heard at a public inquiry.

● CAMBELTS & BRAKES
● CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
● COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
● TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
● SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS AND MORE . . .

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234
www.bandbcarservices.co.uk
✉ bandbcs@btinternet.com
Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP
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Buses switch to Sunday timetable
First West of England began running to
a Sunday timetable as of this Monday.
It is also operating some routes that don’t
normally run on Sunday, as well as extra
early buses for the morning peak to ensure
key workers can get to work.
First has been working in close consultation
with all the local authorities in the area as
well as the West of England Combined Authority and keeping in touch with the Traffic
Commissioner about its proposals.
James Freeman, Managing Director of First
West of England, said: “With much of the
UK effectively ordered to stay at home for at
least the next few weeks, we have made the
decision to move to an emergency timetable
based on Sunday frequencies but covering
additionally those routes that don’t normally
run on Sundays in order to support those
who still need to get to and from work and
get out to shops and pharmacies, whilst fulfilling our own role as vital key workers during this time of national crisis.
“Just a few weeks ago it was almost inconceivable that these restrictions would be in

place, which only underlines what a challenging, dynamic and rapidly evolving situation the UK faces, and which First West of
England is monitoring and responding to,
day by day, hour by hour.
“Rest assured everything is being done to
keep key workers mobile as the nation
comes together to limit the spread of coronavirus. We are doing everything possible to
deploy staff across our operations with a
view to minimising the impacts for everybody.
“Regular customers can be assured we will
endeavour to get more frequent services
back up and running as soon as the Government decides it is safe to do so.
“Please bear with us as given the fastchanging nature of the situation it will be difficult to keep all our communication
channels updated with the latest information.”
Customers are advised to refer in the first
instance to the First West of England website www.firstgroup.com/coronavirusfor the
most up-to-date service information, travel

advice and information about coronavirus.
They should be aware that the service information on the First Bus app for example,
may not reflect updated timetables immediately.
The A4 Air Decker bus service, operated by
Bath Bus Company is now operating its
‘Boxing Day and New Year’s Day’ timetable.
The route between Bath and Bristol Airport
is also regularly used to connect up the
communities of Saltford, Keynsham, Brislington and Hengrove and the revised services operate hourly for most of the day.

Service 349 suspended

Abus’s service 349 was suspended after
operation on Saturday.
The independent bus company said First
will be providing a shuttle service between
Keynsham High Street and Park Estate
only on Monday to Saturday. This shuttle
will connect with service 39 for onward
travel to Bristol.

No painting or repairs for 25 years?
It must be a ColourFence!

Won’t
warp, crack,
shrink, rot
or peel†

Cream

¤ Guaranteed† not to
warp, crack, shrink, rot
or peel
¤ Withstands wind gusts
of up to 130mph
¤ No painting or repairs
for 25 years
¤ Create your look
with a choice of
colours, designs and
sizes

“

“

With the warmer weather appearing,
there’s always plenty to do in the garden.
However, with ColourFence, one of the
most tedious, time-consuming jobs
disappears overnight. For the next 25
years! Because there’s no need to paint
or repair ColourFence. It’s guaranteed not
to warp, crack, shrink, rot or peel for the
next 25 years. Making it one of the world’s
best maintenance-free fences. And, unlike
other fences, ColourFence can withstand
wind speeds of up to 130mph.
There’s a choice of colours to enhance
your garden’s design and you’ll find our
prices surprisingly competitive too.

Brown

Maintenance
free for 25 years
and great value too!
Nothing compares
to ColourFence!

Blue

CALL
NOW! To see our full range of colours,
designs and get a FREE
‘no-obligation’ quote – CALL

¤ No risk professional
installation
†Hose down occasionally –
terms & conditions apply.
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How to work well from home
Care UK, which runs Emersons Green Treatment Centre, has
put together some advice for people who now find themselves
working from home.

Get up, get dressed and continue as usual: although working
from home can mean staying in your pyjamas all day, it’s better to
start the day as if you were going into the office. Try getting up and
having a shower to shake off any feelings of laziness. This will help
you stay invigorated for the day.

Schedule the day: working from home allows you to be more flexible of when you start and finish the day. This can even mean working overtime without realising. To combat this, schedule when you’re
going to start, when you’re going to have your lunch break and
when you’re going to finish. This will help you maintain a healthy
work-life balance.

Posture is important: think about where you’ll be most comfortable
and where you’ll have the best posture. When sitting down, make
sure your shoulders are relaxed, keep your back against the chair,
maintain a small gap between your knees and keep your feet flat
on the floor.

nuts or low-fat yoghurt, there will be less temptation. Think about
how you’d usually pack your lunch for work.
Regularly exercise: scheduling a workout into your day can help
boost your mood and wake your body up. Quick and easy exercises
include two to three-minute jumping jacks, 20 push-ups or 12
lunges. The more you do them, the easier it’ll get.

Take control of your environment: try to create a home office
space that works for you. You can now have total freedom to control
the temperature, sit where you want, and listen to the music you
like. Take advantage and ensure your home working space is bright,
airy and comfortable.

Stay connected: when working at home, it’s easy to miss the regular interactions you would normally have in the office. Try to talk to
someone regularly, whether it’s work related or not. This can help
you stimulate your brain, improve your general mood and help you
maintain healthy relationships.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

The benefit of working from home is that you can also try working
while standing up, which you might not be able to do in your office.
Studies have shown that sitting down for too long can lead to obesity, type 2 diabetes, some types of cancer and even an early death.
Stock up on healthy snacks: working from home can be a constant battle of keeping your hands out the sweet cupboard. If you
fill your cupboards with nutritious snacks, such as dried fruit, mixed

facebook.com/theweekin

Crossword
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Clues Across

Clues Down

1. Conjecture (7)
8. Bewilder (7)
9. Faultless (7)
10. Reckoned (7)
11. Bureaucracy (3,4)
14. Allow (3)
16. Tangle (4)
18. List of options (4)
19. Give out (4)
20. Large jug (4)
21. Information (inf.) (3)
23. Kitchen tool (7)
26. Have within (7)
28. Joining (7)
29. Madman (7)
30. Small axe (7)

1. Isolate (8)
2. Trimmed (5)
3. Musical drama (5)
4. Course at dinner (6)
5. Cut (4)
6. Obvious (7)
7. Second-hand (4)
12. Row (4)
13. Stopper (4)
15. Canvas shelter (4)
16. Pottery oven (4)
17. Dusk (8)
18. Significance (7)
22. Castrated male (6)
24. Expel from property (5)
25. Rustling sound (5)
26. Pay a short visit (4)
27. Prefix denoting self (4)
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Whitchurch Village gets
pop-up convenience store

The Music Box Shop and Café on Bristol Road in Whitchurch Village have set up a temporary
convenience store in an attempt to keep some business during the coronavirus crisis, as well
as helping local people to get the items they need.
The company, which have been trading in Whitchurch
since 1939, have begun to stock the shelves with some
essential supplies.

Writing on Facebook they said: “Alongside this, in
these hard times we have seen some incredible generosity from the people in our community. We’d like to
thank local people for their kind donations to fill these
additional shelves within the shop. If you are in desperate need of any of these items, please feel free to come
and help yourselves. Whilst doing so, if you have any
items that you could donate at the same time we’re
sure this would be appreciated by the community.

“We have been completely overwhelmed by all of your
support for this venture and we look forward to getting
back to a sense of normality together.”

There have been many grateful comments on Facebook. One resident wrote: “Such a great idea. We will
be supporting and passing the word around to all the
elderly and vulnerable people we know in the village.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
Goods Vehicle
Operator’s Licence

R J Scaffolding Limited of 66
Gloucester Road, Bristol, BS7 8BH
is applying for a licence to use Old
Station Yard, Avon Mill Lane,
Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2UG as
an operating centre for 1 vehicle
and 1 trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating centre(s) who believe that their
use or enjoyment of that land would
be affected, should make written
representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Jubilee House,
Croydon Street, BS5 0GB, stating
their reasons, within 21 days of this
notice. Representors must, at the
same time, send a copy of their
representations to the applicant at
the address given at the top of this
notice.
A guide to Making Representations
is available from the Traffic
Commissioner’s office.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

facebook.com/theweekin

CORONAVIRUS CLOSURE
We have made the difficult decision to temporarily close the café and
UHVWDXUDQWDW7KH&KRFRODWH4XDUWHU:HEHOLHYHLW·VRXUGXW\WR
protect our customers,, residents and stafff and plaay our part in
helping stop the spread off coronavirus.
Please ffo
ollow us on
social mediaa fo
for updates.

somerdining.co.uk

@somerdining

E-blockpizza.co.uk

@BBlockPizza

Thank you ffo
or all your support over the last two years.
We look forward to ser ving you all again when the situation returns
to normal.
Somer Dining & B Block
The Chocolate Quarter
Trajectus Way, Keynsham
Bristol BS31 2GJ
Tel: 0117 963 7110
info@thechocolatequarter.co.uk
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Pavilion fire in
Fishponds

How Curo are supporting
their customers

Housing association Curo
say that during this difficult
time, they are doing all they
can to meet the needs of their
residents and communities.

“Our customers’ and colleagues’
safety is our first priority and
we’ve changed some of our
services in line with the guidance on protecting public
health. We wrote to all our customers to let them know about
these changes and have also
provided useful information on
our website.

“All our offices are closed; however we will continue to carry
out emergency repairs and essential landlord safety checks
such as checking gas appliances and smoke detectors.

Crews from three fire stations were called out to deal with a blaze
at a sports pavilion on the Oldbury Court Estate in Fishponds late
on Sunday night.

The fire gutted the building which is owned by Bristol City Council.
Crews returned the following morning for a reinspection with thermal imaging cameras.

The cause of the fire is thought to be deliberate. Anyone with any
information is asked to call the police on 101.

“Our supported housing services, including those in our older
person housing schemes, continue to operate and services
are being provided with proper
care and attention, including social distancing and respecting
residents’ choice to self-isolate.

“Our office-based colleagues
are working from home, and
we’re continuing to provide online and telephone services to
residents, including a fully-functioning customer contact team
who are all working remotely
from 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday. We also have an out-ofhours service for emergencies

only.

“While the country is observing
the government’s ‘stay at home’
instructions, we are asking our
customers to only call us if they
need to report an emergency repair. We’re encouraging customers to use MyCuro, our
secure customer portal, to log
other issues or for account and
other enquiries.

“When we need to carry out essential work in any home, we
will ask residents to be in another room to observe social
distancing guidance.

“If any Curo resident is worried
about being able to make ends
meet because of illness, selfisolation, school or work closures, we can help. We can
support tenants to claim any
benefits they’re entitled to during this time if they’re not able to
work or not getting paid. We
have also given an assurance
that no tenant will face losing
their home as a consequence of
their income being affected by
COVID-19.”

Curo have paused construction
work on all their building sites
but say some work will continue
on the refurbishment of empty
homes and conducting some
communal repairs, which can
be done safely using social distancing and personal protective
equipment (PPE).

Emergency appeal from Bristol Animal Rescue Centre

Bristol Animal Rescue Centre is
reaching out for help after seeing a
big drop in funding since the coronavirus outbreak.
“If there was ever a time that we
needed your support, it is now. Our
income has plummeted since
COVID-19 hit us and we need your
help,” the charity urged this week.
With limited capacity at this time at the centre in Albert Road, re-
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sources are being focused on the animals already in care. The clinic
team are accepting emergencies and urgent cases only, with injured
or unwell wildlife still being taken in.
The charity, which helps, heals and homes more than 14,000 animals each year, is affiliated with the national RSPCA but receives no
automatic funding from it.
To donate go to https://www.bristolarc.org.uk/get-involved/donate
Alternatively text HELPBARCNOW to 70085 or call 01179 803906.
You can also donate on Facebook and Instagram.
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New phone hub to help vulnerable B&NES residents

Anyone wishing to volunteer should not be in one of the vulnerable
groups: over 70, under 70 with particular medical conditions, and
pregnant women or be living in the same household as someone
else who meets any of the above criteria. They should also not be
experiencing any symptoms similar to COVID-19 including a fever
or continuous cough.

The most vulnerable people in Bath and North East Somerset
can telephone for advice on a range of critical support during
the coronavirus pandemic after a new community hub
launched this week.

The telephone number is 0300 2470050. The line is open from Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm, initially with the aim of expanding it
to seven days a week from 8am to 8pm as the service develops.
The Compassionate Community telephone hub sees teams from
partners including Virgin Care, B&NES Council and the NHS come
together to work with 3SG, who are co-ordinating the efforts of third
sector groups and volunteers to help people who are most in need
with food, mental health, wellbeing and welfare.

The hub’s telephone line can link people in need with organisations
or community volunteers who can help as well as providing selfhelp guidance.

Its first key priority is to provide help for people with serious health
conditions who need to follow the Government’s ‘shielding’ advice
to spend 12 weeks at home. It can also provide help to vulnerable
people with no access to local social support networks.

Vulnerable people with concerns over food supply, welfare or wellbeing should seek help from the hub but organisers are urging those
residents who are able to safely get support from family and friends,
or to order their food or medication online, to continue to do so. It
means staff operating the phone line can prioritise those who need
the most help and get to calls as quickly as possible.

Nearly 2,000 people in the district have answered the call for volunteers made by local organisation 3SG, which is co-ordinating the
volunteers who will be drawn in to provide support to people identified as in need through the hub.

Puzzle Solutions
Sudoku Easy
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For all updates on council services go to www.bathnes.gov.uk/coronavirus
More information on 3SG can be found at www.3sg.org.uk

Ways to manage your
garden waste

With garden waste collections suspended from this week,
South Gloucestershire Council has put together a few ideas.

Making your own compost is one of the best ways to manage
your garden waste. It adds nutrients to soil and improves the soil
structure. You don’t need a special bin or a large area and you
can start a compost heap anywhere in your garden.

If you can, reduce how often you mow the lawn. Let the grass
grow for a while to create a mini meadow which small creatures
will love. Wildflowers already in your lawn will grab their opportunity to bloom and the longer grass will create a sheltered environment for insects.

Mulch is a layer of material (you can use grass cuttings) put on
the surface of soil which helps to retain moisture in the soil, improving soil fertility and health as well as reducing weed growth.
Use branches from cutting back trees and bushes as supports
for other plants later in the year.

If you have cut the grass, don't put it straight into your green bin
to store; it will make the bin very heavy and start to smell as it
rots. If you can, spread it out over a small area for a few days to
dry out before you put it in the bin.

Sudoku Hard

Crossword

17

Warning about coronavirus scam threat

The police say it is more important than
ever to help safeguard the elderly and vulnerable and protect them from unscrupulous fraudsters and scammers.

As more people stay safe at home or selfisolate from coronavirus, they are increasingly logging onto the internet to do their
shopping – potentially putting themselves
at risk from the unscrupulous scammers.

There have also been reports of heartless
fraudsters targeting victims on the
doorstep.
Since the virus took a hold in the UK more
than 100 victims of coronavirus related
fraud have been identified so far, with
losses of almost £1m recorded.

So far in the Avon and Somerset force area
police are not aware of any victims and
have not received any complaints or reports of people being duped by fraudsters.
They are keen to keep this trend going and
want to help safeguard local communities.
Action Fraud, the national fraud and cyber-

crime reporting centre, have advised that
fraudsters “will use any opportunity they
can to take money from people. This includes exploiting tragedies and global
emergencies and preying on the kind nature of people.”

The manager of the Avon & Somerset Police Complex Crime Unit, Dr Kirstie
Cogram, said: “The majority of scams we
are seeing relate to the online sale of protective items, and items that are in short
supply across the country, due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

“The advice is simple – think very carefully
before you hand over your money, and
don’t give out your personal details unless
you are sure who you are dealing with.
Where possible – especially if buying
goods – do some background research
and look for reviews on the site where you
intend buying from.”
Watch out for scam messages - don’t click
on the links or attachments in suspicious
emails and never respond to unsolicited

messages and calls that ask for your personal or financial details.

If you’re making a purchase online from a
company or person you don’t know or trust,
carry out some research first and ask a
friend or family member for advice before
completing the purchase. Where possible
use a credit card to make the payment, as
most major credit card providers insure online purchases.

Don’t be duped by organisations offering to
arrange to collect money from your home
to pay for goods and don’t buy goods from
the doorstep.
Protect your devices from the latest threats
– always install the latest software and app
updates to protect your devices from the
latest threats.

If you think you have fallen for a scam contact your bank immediately and report to
Action
Fraud
at:
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk or by
calling 0300 123 2040.

Charterhouse
Care Home
Residential l Nursing l Respite l Dementia
Discover the very best in residential
care at Charterhouse
Residential care is now available to
complement the nursing, dementia
DQGUHVSLWHFDUHDOUHDG\RQRʞHU
Charterhouse is a friendly and welcoming
care home in the luxurious surroundings
RI7KH&KRFRODWH4XDUWHULQ.H\QVKDP

0117 919 4279

www.stmonicatrust.org.uk/villages/
the-chocolate-quarter/charterhouse
Registered Charity 202151
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Support continues
for hundreds of
young people

The Kingswood-based advice and support
charity Creative Youth Network say they are
continuing to support hundreds of young people at this difficult time.

With all their buildings and face-to-face services closed they quickly organised digital alternatives for young people to talk online with
youth workers and get the advice and support
they need in this difficult time.
The team, which run youth clubs including in
Hanham, Hillfields, Kingswood and Cadbury
Heath, say they have been in constant communication over the phone, through text and social
media, with more than 700 young people and
continue to take on referrals, getting in touch
with young people remotely.

They say they are working closely with Bristol
City Council, South Gloucestershire Council
and their trust and grant funders to ensure the
most vulnerable young people are supported
throughout this crisis.

Takeaway offers free meals
to those on the frontline
An Indian takeaway in Downend is offering free food to vulnerable people and those
working on the frontline during the coronavirus crisis.

The Rajastan & Royal in Westboune Road is giving away up to 50 dishes a day to
police officers, NHS staff, firefighters and people who have lost their jobs or are on
low income.

The team, which also support the local charity Feed the Homeless, are volunteering
for a couple of hours each day to help feed people in their community.

Ibrahim Romel, of Rajastan & Royal, said: “We want to help people who are particularly vulnerable at this difficult time - be it because they have lost their job or are
a single parent struggling to make ends meet.

“We also want to recognise the hard work of our NHS workers, police officers and
firefighters. They are working tirelessly to keep us safe during this coronavirus outbreak.”

Naseem Talukdar, founder of Feed the Homeless, said: “The team at Rajastan and
Royal have been long-time supporters of our charity and we are grateful for all the
work we do.
“It’s great to see communities pulling together at such uncertain times and helping
people who are less fortunate.”

Vegetarian, vegan and meat dishes will be available from 3pm to 5pm each day.
People are advised to call in advance to avoid disappointment and to arrange a
safe handover.
A delivery option will be open to those who are unable to travel and proof of income
or identity may be requested.
For more information, visit www.rajastanroyal.com or call 0117 3014330.
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