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Foster carer Andy is appointed MBE
A Keynsham woman who has fostered for 35 years was
included in the Queen’s New Year Honours list published
last week.

Andy Hider received the MBE for “services to children and
young people in Bristol, Bath & North East Somerset” after
being nominated by her son Ben.

Andy Hider

She began fostering in the 1980s when a single mum with
three children of her own. Since then she has cared for more
than 100 children, mainly teenagers, and says she would do
it all again in an instant.
“When I see the messages on my phone from many of the
kids we have looked after, that means more to me than the
award itself,” Andy told The Week In. “I wouldn’t change a
thing if I could do this for another 35 years and I would put
fostering above winning the Lottery.”
Doing it again for another 35 years is sadly not an option and
Andy, now aged 74, is planning to retire. For her MBE to
really mean something, she wants to leave a legacy, and that
is for more people to follow her path and enjoy the same
fulfilment.
Continued on page 3
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Foster carer Andy
is appointed MBE
Continued from page 1
For most of her fostering career, Andy has worked with
Bristol-based Amicus Foster Care and praises the help
and support she has received from them over that time.
The agency has agreements with all the local authorities
in our area and she urges anyone thinking they could
make a difference through fostering to get in touch.
“There’s absolutely no commitment when you call. Just
make the initial enquiry and you will be able to discuss
everything in your own time,” says Andy.
To find out more about Amicus call 0117 9555039 or
visit www.amicusfostercare.com

Andy & Ben

Joint Spatial Plan official
withdrawal plans
The official process for withdrawal of our local councils
from the West of England Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) has
begun this week. North Somerset Council was due to
adopt a motion at its full council meeting yesterday
(Tuesday 7th January) and the remaining councils

Regional grant for historic
tabernacle works
The West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) has approved a
business case for stabilisation work
to the historic Whitfield Tabernacle
in Kingswood.
The award of £682,000 to repair, reroof and re-open the Grade I listed
building in Park Road to the public has
been identified as a catalyst for the
Kingswood element of WECA’s Love
our High Streets project.
The ruined building, which dates from
1741, is widely regarded as the
birthplace of the Methodist movement.
South Gloucestershire Council and the
Whitfield Tabernacle Trust have been
working hard to secure investment into
the conservation area site since the Love our High Streets
project was unveiled. The trust is proposing to create a
performing arts centre at the venue.
The site, which includes the Grade II listed Masters Church
and the adjoining graveyard, has been derelict and overgrown
for 27 years. The Masters Church has planning permission
for 19 apartments and three new houses that will be
constructed at the top part of the site by Crossman Homes.
Work is also taking place to restore the graveyard to a public
park area which will then be transferred to South
Gloucestershire Council.
The sight of JCBs in the graveyard last month caused alarm
among some residents but no graves are being disturbed

during the transformation. Around 15 headstones on the
burial site which are only 50 to 60 years old will remain intact
along with memorial stones and chest tombs. Other
headstones
which are in a sufficiently stable condition are
Reg Bennett
being moved to the surrounding walls and will form part of
a commemorative and respectful theme for the park.
Kingswood’s identification as the pilot for WECA’s Love our
High Streets project, along with success in reaching phase
two of the Government’s Future High Streets Fund, has
enabled renewed ambition for Kingswood High Street and
the council is currently conducting a comprehensive master
planning exercise which will be subject to public consultation
later this year.

(Bristol, Bath & North East Somerset and South
Gloucestershire) are due to agree similar action at their
respective meetings later this month. The JSP, which
included proposals for more than 100,000 new homes
in the area in the next 20 years, together with ambitious
transport infrastructure plans, underwent scrutiny by
government inspectors last July. At the end of the first
phase of hearings the inspectors cancelled the next
sessions and wrote to the West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) in September recommending the
withdrawal of the JSP. The inspectors’ most serious
concern was that the selection process for the strategic
development locations was not sufficiently robust.
The individual council decisions this month indicate
their acceptance of that advice.
All councils will continue work on their own Local
Plans, and in the case of North Somerset, which is not
part of WECA, to cooperate with neighbouring
authorities on schemes which have wider implications.
A statement issued by WECA last week read: “The West
of England Combined Authority (WECA) remains
committed to working with the four West of England
councils on the best way forward for the region to
positively address its strategic planning needs. WECA
and the councils will be jointly commissioning a refresh
of the strategic evidence base.”
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Lack of funding the reason for Number
Changes to First bus services from Bath to Cribbs
Causeway which came into effect last weekend (5th
January) appear to be causing hardship at every stop
along the route.
As we reported in Issue 606, the 19a, which operated via
Keynsham, has been renumbered the 18 and largely retains
the same schedule. But the 19, which runs from Kingswood
to Bath via Cadbury Heath and Bitton, has seen significant
reductions. The Letters section of The Week In has been
carrying complaints from
disgruntled users and
highlighting some of the
consequences
for
travellers.
According
to
First
Managing Director James
Freeman, the services do
not pay their way without
financial support. He told
The 19a service has now
The Week In: “The fact is
become the 18
that these services fail to

cover their operating costs. In order to address this and to
ensure that it is possible to provide a service for the longer
term, we have had to make a number of changes, to save
costs. These services tend to be busy at peak times Monday
to Friday and so consequently we have made few changes to
the frequency of buses at these times. On the other hand,
during off-peak times and on Saturdays, customer demand is
considerably lower and therefore we need to reduce the
overall frequency of buses along the joint routes to hourly at
these times.
“Evening journeys were introduced a number of years ago
with financial support from South Gloucestershire Council.
While the number of customers using these journeys has
increased, significant losses are made by operating these
journeys. Where possible we have retained departures from
Cribbs Causeway that coincide with the closing of The Mall.
“While introducing any reduction in service is regrettable,
we are left with little choice as it is essential to ensure the
future commercial viability of the service. It is open to the
local authorities to procure replacement services in the
evenings, but they are not in a position to do so.”

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

According to bus campaigner David Redgewell, South
Gloucestershire had stepped in again last autumn to try to
maintain the off-peak services but was ultimately unable to
provide the necessary funding. The Week In understands that
South Gloucestershire Council had undertaken to continue
supporting the 19 service but did not ultimately have
sufficient funds. B&NES Council declined the invitation to
part-subsidise the service.
Mr Redgewell also sits on the Transport Advisory Committee
of Bristol City Council, which, as we reported in Issue 608,
has just stepped in to financially support the 36, 91 and 06
bus routes in south Bristol.
He told The Week In: “There are only two ways to maintain
bus services – through fares and subsidies. The fare element
has really reached its limit so the only other option is
subsidies.”
As we have reported regularly over the last three years, local
councils have been cutting rather than increasing bus
subsidies, despite having to deal with clean air issues and
even declaring climate emergencies. Although this has partly
been due to reducing funding from central government,

Tree festival success
The committee which organised the
Christmas Tree Festival at St John’s
Church in Keynsham have thanked
everyone who joined in to help to make it

the success it was.
Approximately 2,350 people came
through the doors during the festival
which ran from 6th to 8th December.
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19 bus cuts
locally this is also because the West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) is now the authority responsible for bus
services in the region. Publication of the long promised
regional bus strategy was repeatedly pushed back last year
and a date is still awaited.
It is Mr Redgewell’s view that if people want to see the offpeak elements of the 19 service reinstated, they should be
directing their opinion not at First but at WECA. The Week
In will be happy to help. If any reader wants to share their
experiences of the new 18/19 timetable and doesn’t want
them published as a letter, simply email us at
admin@theweekin.co.uk or write to the address shown on
page 4. We will then pass on all the comments we receive to
the Regional Mayor’s office.

New plan submitted for
Keynsham police station site
In our New Year edition (Issue 609) we reported that plans
to build 26 apartments on the site of the former Keynsham
police station had been refused by B&NES Council’s
planning committee.
That decision was taken on 18th December but less than a
week later, developers Hawkfield Homes had submitted a
new plan for nine house on the site. The new application,
which was validated by the council on Christmas Eve,
seeks permission to build six four-bedroom houses and
three five-bedroom houses instead. As with the previous
application, the development would be in two distinct
parts, either side of the New Kingdom Hall.
The part fronting Bath Hill lies within the Keynsham

Conservation Area and would include a terrace of three
four-bedroom houses in a style which complements the
surrounding buildings. The rear of the site, where the old
police station stands, would comprise the remaining six
houses (three four-bedroom and three five-bedroom) in a
more modern style. Parking provision is made for two
spaces for each house with four visitor spaces. The
developers claim that this will address one of the major
concerns of the previous apartments application with
regard to the likely number of vehicle movements.
Public comments can be made on the latest proposal until
30th January and the B&NES planning reference is
19/05541/FUL.

Repair café
The first Keynsham Repair Café of 2020 will take place
at Keynsham Baptist Church in the High Street this
Saturday (11th January) from 10am to noon.
People are invited to bring along their broken items, and
the café volunteers will see if they can fix them for free.
More volunteers are also welcome.
The café is held on the second Saturday of the month.
Search for @KeynshamRepairCafe on Facebook or
email keynshamrepaircafe@gmail.com for more
details.
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Show treat for
HorseWorld students

From left, Matt Gregory from Gregorys estate agent, the leader of B&NES Council Dine Romero
& first-time buyer Amber Nutt

First buyers move in at Riverside View
Another milestone in the redevelopment of Riverside
View, the former office building in central Keynsham,
was reached when the first occupants moved in just
before Christmas.
When the first phase of apartments went on sale last April,
local residents were given priority and 80% were sold offplan. With the show apartment opening and the second phase
going on sale last month, 34 of the eventual 95 units have so
far been sold, 28 of them to first-time buyers.
Riverside View is being developed by B&NES Council’s
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Students who have recently completed HorseWorld’s
innovative Discovery programme were treated to a day
out at the International Horse Show at London’s Olympia
last month.
The programme helps youngsters who, for various
reasons, have difficulties accessing mainstream
education. Through sessions with specially-selected
rescued horses, the young people develop the skills to
build resilience, enabling them to cope with the
challenges that life can bring.
Since 2012, more than 2,000 Discovery courses have
been delivered at HorseWorld’s Whitchurch
headquarters with almost all students reporting an
improvement in communication skills and self-esteem
and more than 80% reporting a positive impact on their
lives as a consequence.

property company Aequus and apartments are available
under the Government’s Help to Buy Scheme. This allows
first-time buyers to borrow up to 20 per cent of the cost of a
new home.
First-time buyer Amber Nutt, 28, from Keynsham moved in
on the Friday before Christmas. She said: “I have grown up
in Keynsham and it really excited me when I saw the
redevelopment of the old council offices into apartments. If
it weren’t for this development I wouldn’t have known where
else to look to get onto the housing ladder.”
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Plans for 15 self-build homes
on Pucklechurch Green Belt
A plan for 15 self-build homes on Green Belt land at
Pucklechurch has been submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council.
Situated next to the telephone exchange on Abson Road, the
land falls just outside the Pucklechurch parish boundary and
just outside of the conservation area but also just within the
Green Belt. The applicant is Adrian Sykes, on behalf of his
business Skye Property Group, based in Yorkshire.
The design and access statement supporting the application

for outline consent describes six plots for affordable units
with driveways and the other units for a house, double garage
and private driveways. It also refers to a latent demand for
self-build housing in South Gloucestershire and the council’s
stated policy to consider such applications positively.
The deadline for public comments is 29th January and the
planning reference is P19/18252/O.

Aladdin in Saltford

The site entrance on Abson Road
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Saltford Panto’s sixth performance, Aladdin, is running
at Saltford Hall between 29th January and 2nd February.
Tickets are available from Saltford Community Post
Office/Library and Saltford Hall (weekday morning
only) or via www.buytickets.at/SCAEvents
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‘The law doesn’t protect residents’:
concerns at latest Warmley development
Residents of Goldney Avenue in Warmley believe they are
under siege from development plans which are ruining
their community.
South Gloucestershire Council has already approved plans
to build four houses on land at the rear of 22 London Road
but accessed via Goldney Avenue (see opposite). Now, a third
planning application has been submitted to build on derelict
garages behind the cul-de-sac.
The garages were previously owned by Merlin Housing and
were acquired by M & A Commercials (Bristol) Ltd in March
2018. Since then they have been the subject of two outline
planning applications, one for eight houses and then seven.
Both were subsequently withdrawn.
Among local residents’ concerns at that time was the future
of a footpath which connected Goldney Avenue with the
Dramway footpath behind the site. Shortly after the site was
purchased, trees were cut down and used to block the path.
However, last September South Gloucestershire Council’s
Public Rights of Way and Commons Registration Sub-

Saturday’s site meeting

Crossword

8

Committee heard residents’ case for the claimed route and
agreed that there was enough evidence of use, dating back to
1950, for the path to be added to the map.
The latest application by David Cahill Design Consultants
on behalf of the owner, is for full planning permission for six
houses (four three-bedroom and two four-bedroom) and
seeks to address previous issues over access, the footpath,
refuse lorries manoeuvring and the mine workings.
Concerned residents met on the site at the weekend with
Siston parish councillor John Hunt to discuss their concerns
over the latest application. Many of the houses in Goldney
Avenue have no off-street parking and vehicles are parked
on the road, especially in the vicinity of the proposed access
to the new housing site. With one development already
approved, residents are concerned at the effect of another six
houses. Ironically, while the neighbours were gathering, a
lorry drove into Goldney Avenue and the driver, on realising
there was nowhere to turn, promptly reversed out onto the
A420 London Road.
But it is the proposed access from Goldney Avenue
to the new houses which is causing even more
concern. The entrance is currently between Numbers
20 and 22 and is only 2.4m wide. The new proposal
seeks to widen this to a minimum of 4.2m by
demolishing what the applicants describe as a side
extension built on Number 22. But locals insisted that
the extension referred to was actually part of the
original building and when it was sold by Kingswood
District Council in 1984 following the 1980 Housing
Act, a covenant was included to prevent any action
which would lessen the value of the property or
neighbouring properties.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Jutted out (9)

1. Podded vegetable (3)

6. Weep (3)

2. Atmospheric gas (5)

8. Loving (7)

3. Chess piece (4)

9. Ruck (5)

4. Feeling of despair (6)

10. Hotpot (4)

5. Bureau (4)

11. Cushion (3)

6. Excess (7)

13. In addition (4)

7. Thunderbolt (9)

14. Canoe (5)

10. Present briefly (9)

16. Demeanour (6)

11. Deflect (5)

18. Thin paper (6)

12. Stead (anag.) (5)

19. Avarice (5)

14. Small barrel (3)

21. Peak (4)

15. Young goat (3)

22. Affirmative (3)

17. Necessary (7)

23. Egg-shaped (4)

20. Spookily (6)

27. Deduce (5)

24. Italian composer (5)

28. Come into (7)

25. Grasp (4)

30. Long, thin fish (3)

26. South-east Asian (4)

31. Doctor (9)

29. Can (3)

The site entrance

Some residents are also expressing concerns that the plans
submitted by the applicants are not to scale and in the case
of the site boundary, the owner of Number 20 claims the
drawing shows it running through her garden.
John Hunt said that Siston Parish Council would be asking
for a detailed scale map to be provided as part of its statutory
response but also advised the Goldney Avenue residents that
they need to lodge their concerns individually with South
Gloucestershire Council. He warned that planning
applications are judged against national and local planning
policies and whether the scale of the proposal fits on the site.
He said that following changes to South Gloucestershire’s
planning process introduced by the council last year, the
planning department has suffered cutbacks and this has
affected the number of site visits carried out.
One resident complained that the planning system heavily
favours developers and it is local communities which suffer
as a result. He said: “The law doesn’t protect residents but
developers. Why should South Gloucestershire Council be
allowed to steamroll the public? They are ruining the
community.”
The application is open for public comment until this
weekend – Saturday 11th January - and the planning
reference is P19/18713/F.

Free talk on low-traffic
neighbourhoods
Ambitious ways to create low-traffic neighbourhoods and
help improve people’s health will be discussed at a free
event in Bath later this month.
Bath & North East Somerset Council is hosting the event
which will be looking at ways to change the way people
travel around to help improve air quality and promote
more walking and cycling.
Guest speaker Clyde Loakes, deputy leader of Waltham
Forest Council, will talk about the positive impact lowtraffic neighbourhoods are having in the North London
district.
The talk is being held on Tuesday 28th January from
7.30pm to 9.30pm at the Guildhall and is free to attend
but people need to register by following this link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/low-traffic-neighbourhoods
-tickets-86686378291
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Planning permission
not dependent on
ownership
If the residents of Goldney Avenue want proof of the fact that
planning permission can be granted even if the applicant doesn’t
own the land or it is subject to rights of way, they don’t have to
look far.
In Issue 607 we reported on a planning application to vary a
condition of permission granted for four houses to the rear of 22
London Road but accessed only via Goldney Avenue. South
Gloucestershire Council granted panning permission last March
on condition that a right of access for Number 20 London Road
was sealed off.
When we questioned how such a decision was lawful, a council
spokesperson told The Week In: “It is correct to state that the
applicant claimed ownership of areas of land under P19/0229/F
and that this was subsequently found to be incorrect.
“It is a requirement for the applicant to serve notice on the
owners of any other land directly affected by the planning
application - the onus is firmly on the applicant rather than the
council to ensure that the correct notice is served. If the correct
notice is not served, the applicant is at risk of legal challenge.
“The granting of planning permission does not give rights to
enter or carry out works on land that is not within the ownership
of the applicant. This is made clear on the decision notice.”
We also asked the council about the legal position of the
beneficiary of a right of way if the council has ordered it to be
closed as a condition of granting planning permission on a
neighbouring property. The response was: “This issue is the
reason the second application reference P19/5999/RVC has been
submitted. This is being considered by officers and will be fully
addressed in the officer report when the application is
determined.”
In our article of 18th December, we also made reference to a
boundary dispute between Numbers 20 and 22 London Road.
We understand that this has now been resolved.

More Blue Badge
permits following
rule change
More than 12,000 Blue Badge permits have been
issued across the country to people with ‘non-visible’
conditions since the criteria were changed last
August.
The new rules allowed people with Parkinson’s,
dementia, epilepsy and other invisible disabilities to
benefit from easier access to facilities through use of the
Blue Badge. Ahead of the change, the Department for
Transport (DfT) issued new guidance to councils in
England on eligibility and launched in August a new
online eligibility checker to make the scheme clearer for
people before they apply.
While the new criteria give clear and consistent
guidelines on Blue Badge eligibility for the whole of
England, not everyone with non-visible disabilities will
qualify for a badge. Local authorities decide if an
applicant meets the eligibility criteria.
Abuse of the scheme on-street is something that local
authorities have been cracking down on and the
Department has given them the powers to seize badges
on-street when they are being misused.
At the end of 2018, the Local Government Association
estimated that the theft of Blue Badges had risen by 45
per cent in 12 months and was up six-fold since 2013.
Latest statistics from the DfT show prosecutions for Blue
Badge misuse in England have risen 17.9 per cent in
2018/19, with almost all being instances where someone
used another person’s badge – typically family members
or carers. Bath & North East Somerset brought 22
prosecutions last year, the highest of any local authority

Sudoku
1-Easy

in the South West. Joanna Wright, Joint Cabinet Member
for Transport Services, said: “We are very proud of the
work we do on this issue to reduce abuse of the vital
service a Blue Badge provides and I’m pleased to hear
that we are leading the way in the South West. These
prosecutions send a clear message to fraudsters that they
risk going to court, receiving a criminal record and a fine
of up to £1,000 if caught.”
According to the DfT, councils may need to review onstreet parking provision to increase the number of spaces.
To help councils with the expected increase in
applications, the Department has agreed with the
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government
to provide £1.7m to local authorities in England in the
first year of the programme.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 12th January

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
First bus cuts make no
sense
Dear The Week In
In reply to Alan Hireson (Issue 607), the 19A
does not currently serve the main area of
Oldland Common, so the 18 won't either. The
service does run through Oldland Common
High Street - but there is only one bus stop,
which is still a "temporary bus stop”.
The 19 and 42 (and previously the 17A and

changes. Usually they say "due to low

services on Sunday?

wine and as much tea and coffee they can

passenger demand" but they can't because the

Would it not have been better to spread the

drink. We should have a singer as well.

service is busy! I've used the 1945/2045/2145

cutbacks over all services including the 19a

We need to find a way to generate some

departures from Bath. Whilst they are operated

which is now the 18?

funding this coming year. I have composed a

by a smaller single decker (which holds around

L Lovell

letter to send out to businesses asking them to

30 people), they have always been full. There

Cadbury Heath

give something back to the community they

is no excuse for the withdrawal. I urge anyone
who uses this service to express their views to
First Bus.
Scott Salter

suggested to First Bus that the 19A be re-routed
- to help local residents access the bus more
easily - and also it would be better
commercially for them as they would be
serving an extra three stops. Unfortunately, this
never happened.
But, it won't only be Oldland Common
residents that are affected from 5th January.
EVERYONE will be. Between Warmley
(Tower Road North) and Cribbs Causeway, the
19 and 19A use the same route - so at present,
along this section, there is a half-hourly service
(two buses per hour). Due to the cutbacks, and
only the 18 in operation, there will be only one
bus per hour. At present, services are already
busy so buses will be at a higher capacity plus, if a service is cancelled, it will be an
hour's wait.
The service is going to be cut drastically and
will affect everyone. No service 19 on a
Saturday - probably one of the busiest days for
travel with people shopping - on a service that
serves the busy Mall at Cribbs Causeway and
the city of Bath.
Also, what about people who work late in

our cafés so thought I could let people know

Helping to change lives for
the better

I'm available free of charge if they would like
me to talk to their group.

Dear Becky

532/533) all served the main residential area North Street and West Street. I have previously

serve and I have been asked to do a talk about

When you do a write-up about our cafés,

Bristol Community Cafés’ Christmas Day meal

people come in or phone me saying they saw

No 17 bus let me down
again!

at North Common Village Hall was amazing

Dear Sir

with around 70 people.

Once again the number 17 bus services has let

We didn't know most of our guests until they

me down.

arrived. It's surprising what a hug and warm

On 20th December I was at Kingswood,

welcome can do to put smiles on faces and

waiting for this bus to take me back to

make everyone feel happy.

Hanham. It arrived at 2.20pm but wasn’t going

Our volunteers were fantastic, making sure all

to Hanham. Half an hour later, another 17 bus

our lovely guests were well cared for and had

arrived but this one was NOT IN SERVICE.

lots of fun. I would like to say a huge thank you

Another 17 bus was right behind it and I

to everyone who donated to us to ensure we

thought, finally a bus to take me to Hanham.

had plenty of food, could run a free raffle and

No such luck as the third no 17 bus ended its

give every guest a Christmas present as well.

Festive fair success

journey at Kingswood.

We had enough funds left over to buy a karaoke

Dear Editor

There were no taxis in the taxi rank (something

machine which was thoroughly enjoyed and

I wish to thank everyone who helped to make

I have had to resort to on a previous occasion).

well used.

the Hanham High Street Christmas Fair such a

Loaded with my shopping, I then had to cross

A lady called Julie compiled a quiz for us

success.

the road and wait for a bus to take me to

which was great fun. North Common Village

Special thanks go to Cllr John Bull who made

Redfield, from there to catch a bus heading

Hall gave us the venue free of charge on

the fair happen; to Matt Knight of Wood’s

back to Hanham.

Christmas Day and Kingswood Community

Cycles for putting up all the Christmas trees;

Is it any wonder that I rarely shop in

Transport gave free lifts to some of our guests

Cllr Brenda Langley for arranging the stalls on

Kingswood anymore when it takes me two

so an enormous thank you to them.

the day; Bex of Glam Squad for the use of her

hours to get home? Will this 17 bus service

My daughter Michelle Ford deserves a special

new shop for Santa's grotto; Chris from

ever improve or another bus be allocated to this

mention for cooking both of our delicious

Tollgate Hire for the loan of a truck; Lee and

route from Kingswood to Hanham?

Christmas meals this year. The first one was for

the other officers of Avon & Somerset Police;

Jenny Gosney

and we celebrated the loneliest day of the year

us in The Week In more than any leaflets we
put out. You are our best means of contact with
the community. I can't thank you enough.
Happy New Year to you, your family and all
the people’s lives you will change for the better
in 2020.
Gill Flower
Bristol Community Cafés
Tel: 0117 9025779 or 0794 839 3397
Email gill.flower@blueyonder.co.uk

our café members on 17th December when

Dawn from StreetCare and many more people

Bath? Having the last service at 1830 rather

Michelle cooked for 95 people along with

who made it happen.

than the current time of 2145 is silly. The same

volunteer Jenny Nicol who is always by her

The main thanks go to the public who again

for Cribbs Causeway. The Mall closes at 2100.

Bad news for 19 bus users

side, helping even on Christmas Day.

turned out to our High Street, making our

From 5th January, the last 19 will leave at

Dear Editor

We're starting Sunday roasts at our North

efforts all worthwhile.

1710. The last 18 will leave at 2020 - compared

There is now a much-reduced bus service for

Common café for members of Bristol

A very happy new year to everyone.

with 2220 (to Bath) or 2320 (as far as

Cadbury Heath. Weekday services have been

Community Cafes CIC in 2020. Our first one

Bernard Jackson

Warmley) before.

reduced from a total of 19 services to nine.

is Sunday 26th January from noon until 4pm.

Chairman of Hanham Business Community

First don't even have a reason for these extreme

Zero services on Saturday. The same 13

Tickets are £5 for two courses plus a glass of

Partnership
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New department Kingswood pools
head at FDC Law reopen following
£35k refurbishment
FDC Law are pleased to announce the
appointment of Emma Williams as head of
their Private Client Department.
Emma, who has more than 20 years’
experience working in the legal industry,
joined FDC Law in 2018 working as a
private client and residential conveyancing
solicitor.
Her expertise in both property and private
client (wills, probate, etc.), makes her the
logical choice if someone’s estate includes
a house or land. Using a single solicitor to
help with the estate administration and
conveyancing can often make the process
a lot smoother at what can often be a
difficult time.

Emma Williams

Emma is based in the Midsomer Norton
office but will also be available for
appointments at the Keynsham office.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Both swimming pools at Kingswood
Active Lifestyle Centre have
reopened following a month-long
£35,000 refurbishment project.
Essential maintenance work to reline,
re-grout and refresh the pools started in
early December, with the facilities
springing back into action last
Thursday (2nd January).
The refurbishment project is part of an
ongoing commitment from Circadian
Trust, the not-for-profit organisation
which reinvests its profits back into
local Active Lifestyle Centres.
The organisation has recently overseen
major redevelopment projects in
Longwell Green and Bradley Stoke,
with extensive work to refurbish the
gym in Yate and establish a brand new
conference centre in Thornbury taking
place in the last year alone.
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New web app tackles
period poverty
Bristol City Council has launched an initiative to help
ensure no woman or girl has to worry about having a
period because she is unable to afford sanitary products.
A new web app, with a special interactive map, will make
it easy to find locations across Bristol where people can
access free period products or donate them. These will
initially include 16 community centres, GP surgeries,
leisure centres and libraries and it is hoped more locations
will be added during 2020.
The initiative is believed to be one of the first of its kind.
It aims to reduce the estimated 140,000 UK girls a year
who miss school classes because they cannot afford
sanitary products.
The scheme already has four corporate partners Hargreaves Lansdown, Burges Salmon, WSP and Jacobs
Engineering - all of which have committed to moving
products around the city so they can get from the donation
points to the areas with the most need.
Using the new web app, people can discover opening
times and the places where they can obtain free period
products without having to ask others for help. Other
Bristol businesses are also being asked to join the scheme.
For more information visit Periodfriendlybristol.org
The city council will also offer all Bristol schools an
education package in 2020 to help tackle outdated views
and the stigma that sometimes still surrounds periods.

Situations Vacant

Public Notices

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective
and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie
on 0117 986 0381.

Family Announcements
Bereavements

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Planners consider
revised plans for
Keynsham care home
Revised plans for a care
home on the corner of Bath
Road and Pixash Lane in
Keynsham are currently
being
considered
by
B&NES Council.
Outline planning permission
for the demolition of the
existing bungalow on the 0.5
hectare site at 213 Bath Road
and the erection of a new 68-bedroom care
home and parking for 30 vehicles was
granted by Bath & North East Somerset
Council last March to Litfield Land.
Then last summer Hamberley Care Homes
held a public consultation at the nearby
Masonic Hall to reveal proposals for a
detailed scheme for the site - a 77-bedroom
luxury care home with more communal and
day spaces, including a cinema room.
The plans that have since been lodged with
the council are for a 78-bed care home,
creating 76 full-time equivalent jobs.
The scheme includes maintaining the site
entrance from Pixash Lane. Parking for 33

Directory
Aerials

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning
cars is proposed. The developers say that the
proposed care home will generate a low
number of trips, with the majority of
journeys made by staff (the rest by visitors
and deliveries). They say the staff rota
system will ensure that trips will take place
outside of peak travel periods so there will
be a “very limited impact” on any existing
peak-time congestion.
The care home is designed to provide care to
people with a mixture of needs, from
residential care to nursing and dementia care.
Hamberley have completed more than ten
care homes since 2016, including homes in
Somerset and Oxfordshire.

How easy is it to get a GP appointment?

Appliances

Chimney Sweeps

Architectural
Services

People are being asked to give feedback on how easy they find it to get an appointment
at their local surgery in a survey launched by Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group
As well as sharing their current experience of appointments at your usual surgery, the
CCG wants to know how people wish to access GP appointments in the future.
The GP Improved Access service allows patients in Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire to book evening and weekend appointments with a GP, practice nurse
or other health professional.
Take part at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/accesstogp
The survey closes on Sunday 19th January.

Foot Health

Driveways

Christmas
concert success
The Dial-a-Ride Christmas Concert took place at
Keynsham Scout Hall on Ashton Way on Saturday 21st
December.
The event was organised by volunteers Mike and Jenny
Hunter and raised £185 for Keynsham Dial-a-Ride
funds. Special thanks went to music teacher Mary
Sampson, Keynsham Scouts and Tesco in Keynsham
for donating mince pies and mulled wine.
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Electrical

Garden Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 8th January 2020

Service Directory
Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Plastering

Plumbers

Skip Hire

Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Plumbers
Locksmiths
Pregnancy
Massage

Tree Services

£21.00

Pregnancy
Massage

+ VAT
per insert

Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Guttering

Logs

An advert
like this costs

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks
Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Roofing

5cm Box

Venue Hire

1 week - £21.00
4 weeks - £17.85
8 weeks - £15.75
26 weeks - £13.65
52 weeks - £12.60
7cm Box

Home
Maintenance

1 week - £29.40
4 weeks - £24.99
8 weeks - £22.05
26 weeks - £19.11
52 weeks - £17.64

Painting
& Decorating
Telephone
Engineer

All prices per week exc VAT

Windows & Doors

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com
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You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the discount
rate.
Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15
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