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Village raises funds for defibrillator after pub regular dies
A defibrillator has been installed outside the White Hart
in Bitton in memory of a pub regular who suffered a heart
attack and died.
Ian Cook had been on a night out with his wife Judith and

friends at the village pub on 24th March when he suffered
had a heart attack. Despite huge efforts to save him, the
78-year-old retired headteacher later died in hospital.
After hearing the sad news, resident Anna Palmer, with

From left, Anna Palmer, Jemma Smith and James Smith
Picture credit: Carolyn Russell

support from friends Carolyn Russell, Becky Feather,
Claire Thorogood and Sue Wakefield, kicked off a
fundraising campaign to buy the village an AED
(automated external defibrillator).
A crowdfunding appeal raised £564.78, while a collection
jar on the bar in the White Hart, along with the proceeds
of a pub quiz night, yielded £1,047. Local resident Duncan
Wilson also made a generous donation of £625.
The funds raised mean that as well as buying the
defibrillator, which is now in a prominent position on the
front of the pub, there was enough money for a brass
plaque in Ian’s memory, and money left over for training
and ongoing maintenance of the defibrillator.
Anna Palmer said: “We are so proud that the whole
community has come together to raise money for this vital
lifesaving equipment, as well as its ongoing maintenance.
Thank you so much to everyone who donated.”
Continued on page 3
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Village raises funds
for defibrillator after
pub regular dies
Continued from page 1
White Hart landlady Jemma Smith said: “James and I are
honoured and delighted to have been part of the Bitton
defibrillator project. We hope that it will never be used but
it is a true asset to the community.”
A defibrillator delivers an electric shock to the heart when
someone is having a cardiac arrest. Every minute without
CPR and defibrillation reduces their chances of survival
by 10%.
Callers to the emergency services will be given the code
to access the defibrillator, which is easy to use, but to give
people confidence, an event is being held by St John
Ambulance in Bitton on Saturday 8th February from 10am
to noon. There will be a list on the noticeboard in the
village shop for people to sign up.

Man injured during
incident in Lyde
Green dies in hospital
A man left in a serious condition following an incident in
Lyde Green, last month, has died in hospital.
Craig Wiltshire (43), from South Gloucestershire, was taken
to hospital following an incident in Willowherb Road in the
early hours of Wednesday 20th November. Mr Wiltshire died
two weeks later in the early hours of 4th December.
A forensic post-mortem examination is to be carried out and
Avon and Somerset Police are continuing their investigation
into the cause of his death.
Officers were called to Willowherb Road in the early hours
of 20th November on receiving reports of a man having been

Changes to 19 and 19a bus services
Further to the bus timetable changes we published for First
services in last week’s issue, alterations to operations out
of their Bath depot have now been announced. These have
particular impact on the 19 and 19a routes to Cribbs
Causeway.
First of all, the 19a service which runs via Keynsham will
be renumbered 18. While it will continue to operate
approximately every hour during the day from Monday to
Saturday, the 19 route via Bitton and Cadbury Heath will
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see significant reductions once the new timetables come
into effect next month. Services will only operate in early
morning and late afternoons from Monday to Friday with
no service in the evenings or Saturday. There is however
an hourly service on Sundays.
New timetables were due to be available at bus stations
from last weekend and can viewed or downloaded from
www.firstgroup.com/newtimetables
See also Letters page 11

Willowherb Road

detained by members of the public after allegedly trying to
break into cars. When police arrived they found him to be
unresponsive and he was taken to hospital.
Three men, aged 25, 35 and 49, remain released under
investigation after being arrested on suspicion of causing
grievous bodily harm.
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Progress on Kingswood’s
Whitfield Tabernacle plan
The Whitfield Tabernacle Trust have met
local supporters to discuss plans for
saving the building and bringing it back
into community use.
Thanks to support from Historic England,
the Architectural Heritage Fund and South
Gloucestershire Council, vegetation has been
cleared to allow a structural survey and an
assessment of costs to stabilize the Grade I
listed building that opened in Kingswood in
1742.
As part of the West of England Combined
Authority ‘Love Our High Streets’ project,
South Gloucestershire Council has also
commissioned plans for how the building
might be converted to provide a cinema and

an exhibition and performance space.
Crossman Homes have started work on the
redevelopment of the Masters Church and
clearance of the graveyard next to the
Tabernacle. Chair of the Trust, Anthony
Hick, said: “We’ve been able to take our
project forward to a point where we can have
very positive discussions with the local
council and other potential sources of funds.”
The Trust want to hear from anyone who
remembers using the building when it was
part of the United Reform Church and are
very interested in any pictures of the
Tabernacle in use. Please phone 0117 932
2723 or visit www.whitfieldtabernacle.
org/contact
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Trustees share Tabernacle plans with Dennis Noble of Kingswood History Society
and Jim Whittaker from The Friends of Kingswood Park.

Play Park refurbishment plans
Whitchurch Village Council is consulting residents on a proposed refurbishment of the
play park in Norton Lane.
The council is getting some initial designs drawn up to upgrade the park and is asking
people to take part in a questionnaire.
The scheme includes a multi-use games area with football and basketball goals and new
play equipment including swings, a wheelchair friendly roundabout, see-saw and picnic
tables made from recycled plastic.
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Chance to
comment on
council plans
Residents in Bath and North East Somerset have their next
chance to give their views on the council’s plans directly
to cabinet members and the chief executive in Keynsham
next week.
The forum meeting which was originally scheduled but
postponed because of the General Election purdah period,
will now take place on Thursday 19th December at The
Space in Market Walk (6.30pm).
Under discussion will be the climate emergency, social
housing, transport and many other issues of concern
locally, including the council’s budget.
Will Godfrey, Chief Executive of Bath & North East
Somerset Council, said: “We encourage residents to come
along to one of these events and find out what our plans
are for our area. We’ll be setting out how we propose to
deal with the financial challenges we face and we are keen
to hear people’s views.”

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Cadbury Heath project
launch a success
The Juice Community Project in Cadbury Heath
has just launched its “Space to Connect” Project
at its centre in Newton Road.
The organisation was recently awarded a £5,650 grant
from a partnership between the Co-op Foundation and
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.
The funding will enable Juice to look at some of the
issues raised by residents in the recent Community
Plan. Local people are considering how the area’s
open spaces could be made more attractive and how
to best provide a local information point for the
community.
Director of Juice, Janice Suffolk said: “The event was
a great success. We saw a variety of people attend,
from residents to officers from South Gloucestershire
Council.
“The aim of the evening was to introduce the Space
to Connect Project and get local residents to join our
focus groups around how we use our open space in
Cadbury Heath.
“As part of the launch we asked people to knit or
crochet squares to decorate a tree on the island.
“We are really looking forward to seeing what comes
out of the focus groups.”

The decorated tree
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Parking ‘anomaly’ may have
meant tickets issued in error
An ‘anomaly’ with the parking signage has led to savvy
motorists enjoying free parking all day on part of Temple
Street in Keynsham.
The parking bays are intended to be for short term waiting
to allow shoppers to use the retail outlets in that part of
Temple Street. But shopkeepers began noticing vehicles
parked there all day and traffic wardens walking by without

taking any action. It appears there is an anomaly between the
signage displayed in Temple Street and the wording of the
original traffic regulation order issued by the council.
When The Week In asked B&NES Council to look into the
matter a spokesperson told us: “We are aware there is an
anomaly and we are looking to amend the signs. We are
looking to review the on-street layout for parking once the
Riverside development is completed.
However, shopkeepers also told us that they had previously
seen cars being issued with penalty notices for overstaying
the 30-minute limit.

Scam alert over
bank charges
We have reported warnings on various telephone scams
in recent weeks and now a Keynsham reader has
contacted us to warn of a recent attempt to trick them.
The scam started with a very plausible phone call from
someone claiming to be from the ‘UK Claims Advisory
Service’ which had been investigating bank charges and
found they had been overcharged by £3,600. A solicitor
was in the area and would be calling to hand over the
cheque.
The story started to unravel when the caller then
announced there was a fee for the service and as the
representative was not allowed to accept cash, the reader
was asked to purchase two £100 Amazon vouchers to
hand over in return for the cheque. Fortunately, the reader
immediately contacted their bank who confirmed it was
a fraud and on contacting the police, was told there had
already been several instances of similar attempts in the
Devon and Cornwall Constabulary area.

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Hays Travel opens former
Thomas Cook store in Kingswood

Garages suffer vandalism
Vandals damaged lock-up garages off
Court Road, Kingswood last week
and local residents say this is not the first
time.
A number of garage doors were prised open

during the night of Wednesday 4th December
although nothing appears to have been taken.
The company which owns the garages and
rents them to tenants, is now installing
CCTV cameras.

Saltford’s Railways: Past, Present and Future
To mark the day that Saltford Station closed 50 years ago, a special talk is being planned
in the village next month.
Local councillors Chris Warren and Duncan Hounsell will present 'Saltford's Railways:
Past, Present, and Future' at Saltford Hall on Sunday 5th January (2pm). The illustrated
talk will include the station’s past as well as the most up to date information on plans for
its reopening.
The event is free and there is no need to book.
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Hays Travel has opened in the
former Thomas Cook store in
Kingswood’s Regent Street.
This follows the collapse of
Thomas Cook in September
when almost 9,000 staff lost
their jobs. Hays Travel has
now bought the travel agency
side of the business and
promised to employ or reemploy up to 2,500 staff at the
555 branches nationwide.
Hays Travel reopened the
Keynsham branch in October,
with plans to reopen the four
other former Thomas Cook
agencies in the Bristol area
including the Kingswood one.
Kingswood store manager
Jane Drake, who worked in
the branch for 10 years,
returned to re-open the store,
along with two other exThomas Cook colleagues Bethany Boon and Amanda Dickson, on 18th November. They
say they are excited to be back open and in the job they love.
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A child’s Christmas at
Warmley School
Black Friday has been and gone. Now it’s
time to focus on the big shopping event
that is Christmas! Our columnist,
Christine Rogers, looks back to a time
when the Festive Season was exciting for
other reasons.
It’s coming up to Christmas in Warmley.
The mile walk to St Barnabas Church of
England Primary School on London Road is
a bit of a hike when you’re just 7-years-old,
but it doesn’t matter because today is the day
of the school Christmas Party.
Mr Wintle, the headmaster, is partial to a
cigar. He keeps a low profile while the young
teachers buzz around doing their best to
settle the 200 excited children who are
wearing their party clothes.
Father Christmas is actually coming to our
school. All the previous week we have been
making Christmas decorations, interlinking
coloured strips of paper to form long chains
that are hanging in every classroom.
After registration we form lines of twos to
walk the short distance to St Barnabas
Church. I’m set to read a short passage from
the bible, something about no room at the inn
due to King Herod and taxes. The vicar tells
us that this is a time to remember the baby
Jesus and the importance of thinking of those
less fortunate than ourselves. We sing
Christmas carols: ‘We Three Kings’, ‘Away
in a Manger’, and my favourite, ‘In the
Bleak Mid-Winter’. We then head back to
school and our classrooms to drink our

bottles of school milk with frozen tops!
Miss Thomas, our teacher, is very strict but
even she is unable to quell the excitement
that pervades a school of 5 to 11-year-olds at
Christmas. I am one of the children who stay
in for dinner, ten shillings a week for my
brother and I. We make our way to the
canteen at 12 noon and traipse in to the
concrete floored, metal windowed building
that also doubles as a gym. We sit at oblong
trestle tables with eight to a table.
We all say grace. They serve dinner from
giant containers. Mashed potato, carrot and
sliced beef is dolloped on to white china
plates. There is jam roly-poly for pudding
and water in blue and green plastic beakers
to swill it all down.
Today we can barely wait for the party to
start at 2.00pm. Who wants to play ‘Pass the
Parcel’? Hands shoot up in the air. With so
many children the game lasts a long time and
no matter how slow I am the music never
stops when I’m holding the package.
Eventually, with about five left in the game,
passing the parcel gets even slower until
eventually there’s some discussion about
who is actually holding it. Suddenly it’s all
over and it’s on to ‘Musical Chairs’. That’s
a good one because all the chairs start off
close together but when there’s only a few
children left in the game, the teacher spreads
the chairs further apart so that the final
participants have to make quite a dash to
sprint from chair to chair. Once again the

St Barnabas CofE School

music teacher bangs out a tune and finally are allowed to open the presents and in
after a heated run the winner crashes down wonderment I see I have a nurse uniform
with a white cotton apron and a little cap on the only remaining seat.
Then the moment we have been waiting for both with a red cross. I am thrilled but what’s
- Father Christmas arrives with a sack full of even better there is also a stethoscope. I can
Simon the
Parkesput it round my neck and pretend I am a real
presents. He looks rather like Mr Wintle
headmaster, but of course it can't be him nurse.
because he would be smoking a cigar on As darkness falls our tummies are full of
jelly, custard and cakes. We are dismissed
such a special occasion!
Hot and tired we wait to see what’s going to and start for home. Because I am only seven
happen next. Will Father Christmas years old Rosalind and Sandra who are a lot
remember my name? There are at least two older hold my hand and walk me once again
other pupils like me called Christine. But, through Warmley High Street and back to
not only does he know my name, he also our road at the edge of Kingswood. It has
knows my surname too! I gingerly go been so exciting but I am very tired. I’m now
towards him as he hands me a big box. We looking forward to Christmas day.

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 15th December

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Bitter and bigoted Soap Box

and vote for his party regardless of the consequences. He is not

able to cycle on traditional solo bikes.

Dear Sir

alone because many highly respected Conservative MP’s have

The centre will reopen on Wednesday 4th March 2020. During

What a grubby little ‘Soap Box’ article you published last week

either been sacked or have broken away from the party because

the winter recess there will be a new gate and ramp installed

from Michael O’Regan.

they do not agree with what they consider is a current reckless

which will provide a direct link into the Warmley Forrest Trail,

That he should take issue with the previous week’s

and aggressive administration.

thereby providing an alternative exit to the station platform.

correspondent is absolutely fine, but this article didn’t address

Mr O’Regan was also highly indignant about Mr Edwards

I would particularly like to say a big thanks to the two volunteer

the views expressed in it but simply highlighted a bitter, narrow

criticism of our current North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees

bike mechanics, Geoff Leigh and Brian Baker who keep the

and bigoted outlook on life.

Mogg. Terry Edwards is quite entitled to have concern. This MP

bikes operational. Also a big thanks to the staff at Warmley Café

To Mr O’Regan, all our problems are the fault of the Germans,

has attracted criticism on a national scale. His antics in the

and Tea gardens for their support and cups of tea.

the Greeks, the Italians and the arrogant leadership of the EU.

House of Commons when he contemptuously sprawled on a

Andy Underdown, Warmley Wheelers

This view, although not uncommon in our country, conveniently

Government front bench pretending to be asleep while a highly

avoids the need to look at the way our post-war politics and

important debate which he found not to his liking was being held

Holiday company

economy have functioned and question whether we should

was nothing less than a disgraceful contempt of Parliament. Not

Dear Sir

follow a different path.

a good example from the newly appointed Leader of the House.

I was wondering if any of your readers are in the same position

In trying to defend the indefendable – the behaviour of Jacob

The comments made by Mr Rees Mogg on a live radio broadcast

as me. I love going away on holidays in the UK and abroad but

Rees-Mogg in the last two years – he even manages a veiled

that the victims of the Grenfell Tower fire lacked common sense

don’t always have someone to go with. I would love to be able

swipe at immigrants! If mounting a vote of no confidence in the

was also absolutely disgraceful and caused great hurt and

to go away and so wondered if any of your readers would like

party leader is not ‘plotting’ then perhaps the rest of Mr

distress to surviving relatives and friends. Anyone with common

to get in touch with me?

O’Regan’s comments should be read in the same context?

sense can surely see and understand the quandary Mr Edwards

I am a local retired lady from Keynsham. If you are reading this

I realise that the Soap Box articles are meant to be for members

has with the incumbent North East Somerset MP.

and would like to go away then please do contact the paper at

of the public to view their concerns, but I have to say I am

I noticed Mr O’Regan in his polarised article mentioned Sir

The Week in, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham, BS31 1HA.

surprised you allowed this particular one to be published.

Winston Churchill. It should be noted that Mr Rees-Mogg has

I would love to hear from you.

D. Jones

written a book about the life of this great British wartime leader.

Keynsham Resident

This book was highly criticised by eminent historians. They

Aggressive, polarised views reflect
the politics of today

consider the author was writing history the way he would have

Dear Sir

as a Conservative Party member on the proposals being made

The one-sided attack by Michael O’Regan in the 4th Dec

by other political parties for the future of our country. These

Soapbox to the Terry Edwards (Soapbox issue 604) article made

were honest balanced thoughts made by an honest balanced

me feel uncomfortable.

man. After reading Mr O’Regan’s aggressive attack I felt it

I would like to make it clear I am not a member of any political

necessary to present a defence of Mr Edwards brave attempt to

party. It saddens me that unacceptable standards of debate and

share his thoughts with many other people who also have a

conduct in Westminster, the epicentre of our democracy, has had

quandary of who to vote for and why.

a polarising impact on our country. The article by Mr O’Regan

A. Orley, Keynsham

liked it to have been and not the way it was
Mr Edwards in his Soapbox article also briefly gave his thoughts

is an ideal example of an aggressive polarised viewpoint in
relation to the critical choices open to the British people in the

Praise for B&NES over fly tipping
Dear Editor
B&NES Council receives a great deal of criticism but credit
where credit is due, I would like to congratulate and thank them
for a service they performed this week
A kind and thoughtful sole must have driven a van or truck down
Redlynch Lane, Chewton Keynsham with a second person in
the back lobbing rubbish on to the road. Driving up, I had to
swerve from one side of the lane to the other to avoid large
plastic garden toys, a child’s trampoline, rolls of carpet and other
pieces of detritus strewn across the lane and had to get out of
the car on three occasions to remove rubbish from the middle

great number of British people who are facing the election in a

Warmley Wheelers closes for its
winter break

quandary about who to trust, who to vote for and why.

Dear Sir

three hours later, the road was completely clear again.

Mr Edwards’ Soapbox article was a brave, honest and balanced

I would like to thank everyone who has used the facility this

Well done B&NES and thank you.

viewpoint from a Conservative Party member. He is a man who

year and looks forward to seeing them all next year. The centre

Norman James

is obviously not willing to shut himself in a little political box

provides accessible cycling opportunities for people who are not

Chewton Keynsham

General Election. He seems unwilling to accept that there are a

10

of the road in order to get through.
This was reported to B&NES straight away and upon my return
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LETTERS
Not easy to promote rail travel
with this service
Dear Sir
On Saturday 7th December I decided to use the train to go to
Bath. Despite the Christmas market, only an hourly service was
provided from Keynsham. Also the free overflow car park was
shut as it does not open on weekends, the main station car park
was full and several cars turned away. How can we promote rail
travel in view of this?
Henry Hannon, Warmley

No 19 bus service and no
explanation

council very seriously and despite being in poor health, took on

Hotel comments misplaced

the role of Chair. Roy did not merely turn up for meetings, he

Dear Stephen

listened to concerns of individual people irrespective of their

Mr Hale, advocate of the Keynsham one-way system, has a

political leanings and took up their causes.

nerve regarding the proposed hotel in Temple Street quoting in

Many people would have been surprised and amused to see the

the Keynsham Voice: “The trouble will be the traffic, the roads

large sign that Roy put up in the window of his flat in Temple

and the parking!” He goes on to say: “Temple Street needs to be

Street proclaiming “REFUGEES WELCOME HERE." Bearing

developed so everything doesn't stop at Rock Road.”

in mind it was a very small council flat and Roy was as poor as

This, from the man who stopped almost everything at the end

a church mouse, it was fortunate that a family did not turn up

of the High Street coming across into Temple Street and

on his doorstep. You can be sure that Roy would have put them

defended himself by quoting selected air pollution figures.

up and kept them warm and fed if they had.

He continues: “This hotel would be well suited as Temple Street

Regards

has become the independent quarter, but only if concerns are

Brian Howell

addressed.” Does he mean 'independent' as in separated from

Roy's Nephew, Park Road

the High Street by his own and council actions?

Dear The Week In

There are already concerns to be addressed - access to Temple

First Bus have announced changes from 5th January, with non-

Street and lack of short term parking in Temple Street. Both

being withdrawn.

Breakfast club for former armed
forces personnel

At present, Service 19 (Bath - Cribbs Causeway via A431

Dear Sir

On a sombre note, I am sad to hear of the passing of Roy

Kelston Road) operates hourly, 7 days a week. Monday to

The City of Bath Combined Armed Forces and Veterans

Staddon. When we first met I crossed swords with him at a

Saturday, the last 19 service leaves Bath Bus Station at 2145.

Breakfast Club are looking for more members to join them and

council meeting but had got to know him better since.

The last current departure from Cribbs Causeway is 2220 (to

enjoy some of the 'banter' they used to enjoy during service life.

C Oliver

Bath) or 2320 to Kingswood. From 5th January, the final

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday 14th December at

departure from Bath will be 1830. The final departure from

The Riverside Inn, Saltford Marina.

Cribbs Causeway will be 1710 for Service 19.

Nationally, Armed Forces and Veterans Breakfast Clubs have

The new timetable sees No service 19 during off-peak hours

representatives from the British Army, Royal Navy, Royal Air

(around 9/10am to 3/4pm) in both directions. There is also no

Force and Royal Marines - veterans, reservists and serving

service on Saturdays, and all evening services are going to be

members. As long as you have a uniform service history, you

withdrawn. Service 18 which operates via Keynsham to Bath

can either join our Facebook Page for information or just turn

will be the only service that operates during the day Monday to

up on the morning of the meeting and you will be made very

Friday and on Saturdays.

welcome. We are not a charity or a business; no money is

This is a huge blow to residents, commuters and students in

involved at all, apart from paying the venue for your meal. It is

areas the Service 18 does not serve - Cadbury Heath, Oldland

purely aimed at the welfare and support of its members, as the

Common, Bitton, Swineford and Kelston. For parts of the route

breakfast clubs are beginning to make people sit up and realise

where the service 18/19 work as being half hourly, this means it

that something is lacking in the aftercare for those who have

will change to hourly - so fewer buses on an already busy route.

served their country. If you leave the armed forces, you lose not

First Bus have provided no explanation for the withdrawal of

just a ‘job’, but a vocation, which you were not only trained for,

these buses. It can't be due to low passenger use. I have caught

but have been continually ‘conditioned’ throughout your service.

the 1945, 2045 and 2145 from Bath before which have all been

You also lose your income, your home, your work clothes;

busy enough to keep a service running. The same with late

usually

evening journeys from Cribbs Causeway. The Mall closes at

medical/social/welfare system tailored for your distinct needs.

2100 - the last 19 bus is now scheduled to be 1710!! What is

You lose your identity in many respects; in short, your entire

happening with the bus services?! This will just force more into

way of life has to change.

their cars, and more traffic on the roads. This is not good at all

Leaving service life can be a dreadful time, especially for those

and action needs to be taken. What are people going to do?

that have been in the Armed Forces for a long time and may

Move schools or quit their jobs? There has been no consultation

have associated physical or psychological problems such as

on these major changes!

Combat PTSD. There are also plenty of veterans out there, not

Scott

so drastically affected, working and supporting families, but

peak daytime, evening and all Saturday Service 19 journeys

around

1,000

friends

and

colleagues,

issues will be made worse when the 96 apartments with only 76
parking spaces are fully occupied.

a

Councils should take a lead on
climate emergency
Dear Sir
After reading The Week In (Issue 604), words fail me that
despite the threat of global warming, our local councillors are
encouraging people to continue to pollute our planet with a
drive-thru Costa and are also encouraging the expansion of
Bristol Airport! How on this precious earth do the people in
power expect the general public to do their part, when our local
councillors are ignoring a very serious situation? We are all
asked to do as much as we can to prevent global warming, and
I have to believe that most of us are, but we are swimming
against a tide of people in power who appear to be doing their
utmost to destroy our environment and our planet.
At local council level and upwards you should be leading by
example to us all, by putting our precious environment as top
priority. Otherwise our future generations will have no future,
or at best a grim one.
Sincerely
Anne Thomson, Longwell Green

who were once part of a cohesive, professional team for which

Roy Staddon

the military had conditioned them. They are now maybe

Dear Sir

struggling with feelings of isolation

Members of the Staddon and Broderick family would like to

That is why our Breakfast Clubs are so important - giving back

thank The Week In for its tribute to Town Councillor Roy

to the individual a sense of comradeship and familiarity missing

Staddon who passed away recently.

since they left service, no matter how long ago!

Roy arrived in Keynsham as a retired person but was determined

Kind Regards

to make use of his life by helping members of the Keynsham

Martin Weathers

community. He took his duties as a councillor of the new town

Army Veteran of HM Forces
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Gym can open
for an extra
35 hours week,
agrees council
Alison and Scott

Major revamp for
Keynsham’s Charlton pub
The Charlton pub in Keynsham has closed

with a children’s play area, new plants

for three months for a major refurbishment

and a spacious patio with seating for 52 for

by Heineken owned Star Pubs & Bars.

alfresco eating and dining during warmer

The company, which is also owns the

months.

Portcullis in Fishponds, is spending £585,000

The Charlton’s new landlords, Alison Jordan

to turn it into a modern family pub and

and Scott Janes, are no strangers to Keynsham.

restaurant when it re-opens in February.

They met five years ago at Somerdale where

A new sports bar extension will feature a large

Scott managed the hospitality at the former Fry

HD TV showing BT and Sky Sports while the

Club and Alison worked for Aquaterra on the

dining capacity will rise from 20 to over 100.

transfer

Outside, the building is being given a fresh

subsequently went on to manage the Longwell

cream coloured render.

Green Community Centre. Most recently, they

The entrance to the car park is being moved

have been at the helm of the reopened Prince

and the pub’s garden will become a feature

of Wales pub in Peasedown St John.

to

Crossword

the

new

Pavilion.

They

A gym has won permission to open for an
extra 35 hours a week despite concerns
about the impact on people living nearby.
The Pit Gym, based at Trubodys Yard at
Bridgeyate,
applied
to
South
Gloucestershire Council for permission to
extend its opening hours which had been
from 8am to 6pm on weekdays and from
8am to 2pm on a Saturday, with no
opening permitted on Sundays.
The condition had been attached to
protect the amenity of the nearby homes
and to accord with the existing restrictions
placed on the industrial site.
The new hours will see the gym opening
from 6am to 9pm Monday to Friday and
from 8am to 4pm on Saturday with the
same hours on a Sunday.
Siston Parish Council had voiced
concerns about the noise impact on
nearby residents, as well as public safety
from increasing vehicular movements.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Brief struggle (8)

1. Of that kind (4)

5. Hence (4)

2. Picture (5)

9. Poison (7)

3. Unmarried girl (6)

10. Wrest (anag.) (5)

4. Ooze (4)

11. ----- deadly sins (5)

6. Bird of prey (7)

13. Sturgeon roe (6)

7. Drainage system (8)

15. Absolutely not (inf.)
(2,3)

8. Test metals (5)

17. Carrying board (4)

13. Christmas hymn (5)

19. Rowing blade (3)

14. Scholarly (8)

20. Boast (4)

16. Armed conflict (3)

21. Enlist (5)

18. Illness (7)

23. Sumptuous (2,4)

21. Distinguish oneself (5)

There were also two objections from
members of the public.
However, South Glos Council officers
said that even though the increase in hours
would add some extra traffic movements
to and from the site, they would not cause
severe issues.
It was also felt that extending the
operating hours would not be harmful to
people living nearby.
The council agreed that the new hours
could be granted without the need to
amend the agreement which applies to the
remainder of the industrial yard which
still operates under the original
permission.
However, to ensure people living nearby
are protected from any noise nuisance, the
council imposed a condition that no
classes or sessions associated with the
gym can take place outside the building at
any time.

12. Not any person (2,3)

24. State of oblivion (5) 22. Small (6)
28. Overweight (5)
25. Russian pancake (5)
29. Draft (7)

26. Scottish lake (4)

30. Satisfy
completely (4)

27. Net (4)

31. Embarrassed (8)
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Carol’s crocheted poppies raise
thousands for Poppy Appeal
An Oldland Common woman who has been

picked up the hobby again when she was in

collections for the Royal British Legion in

for their continued support. Anyone who

hand crocheting poppies to raise money for

hospital in her early 50s recovering from major

Bath.

would like to donate any wool can call Carol

the Royal British Legion for the last six

surgery, and made some poppies which were

Carol thanks her husband Colin and her mum

on 0117 9324882.

years has raised her highest amount yet.

a big hit with the doctors and nurses.

Carol Kidd learned how to crochet when she

She hasn’t stopped making them since! It’s an

was 10 but gave it up at 14. However, she

all-year-round labour of love in aid of the

Carol Kidd, right, with Pearl Shaw, who
organises collections for the Royal
British Legion in Bath

Legion’s Poppy Appeal. Some of the

Anglers raise £2,000

poppies have beads sewn into them (from

On Remembrance Sunday each year, anglers from the South West and Wales gather on

necklaces she buys from charity shops)

the banks of the River Avon to take part in the Bill Milton Memorial Cup. This year 84

and Carol can customise them, for

people, including veterans took part and the event was won by Colin Fletcher, who caught

example

an impressive 19lb

to

attach

to

bags

and

wheelchairs,

14oz bream. The event

Carol mainly sells her poppies at the

raised £2077 for the

Royal United Hospital in Bath, where she

Poppy Appeal and a

also sells baby clothes, but this year she

cheque was presented

also sold them around her home village at

at the KES Club to

venues including Oldland Post Office, Sir

Clare Chipping and

Bernard Lovell Sports Centre, local pubs

Brian

and Fonthill Garden Centre.

Kingswood

Every year the amount Carol has raised

British

has gone up and following this year’s

organisers Ray Bazeley

appeal she has been able to hand over

and Paul Benson.

Lloyd

from
Royal

Legion

by

£2,794 to Pearl Shaw, who organises
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£100,000 community impact funding
The St Monica Trust’s Community Impact team has
awarded a total of £100,000 in funding to local
organisations to ‘carry on’ with the great work they are
doing.
Seven organisations were awarded funding of between
£3,220 and the maximum grant of £20,000, including Bristol
and Avon Chinese Women’s Group, Bristol Poverty Action
Group, Life Cycle, North Bristol Advice Centre, Southern
Brooks and Way Out West.
This key funding supports established projects that are

The Week in • Wednesday 11th December 2019

already making a real difference and who provide vital
services for older people aged 55+.
A maximum grant was awarded to the Centre for Sustainable
Energy. They have been providing energy advice and support
to local people since 1979 and are committed to tackling
climate change.
Their grant will help fund an experienced energy advisor to
deliver home visits and in-depth support to vulnerable older
people in Bristol, BANES, South Gloucestershire and North
Somerset.
The support offered by the
service includes helping
older people understand
their energy consumption,
use their heating controls
properly, reduce high
energy costs, avoid damp
and mould in their homes,
and switch to better value
energy tariffs. Older
people are among those
whose health is most at
risk from the harmful
effects of living in a cold
home.
Centre for Sustainable
Energy’s Chief Executive,

Simon Roberts OBE, said: “We welcome St Monica Trust’s
generous support and their recognition of the importance of
supporting local organisations to continue the good work
already being carried out.”
Our picture shows (from left): Mike Joyce - Energy Advisor
- Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE); Tony Brown –
Resident; Debbie Wills - Community Connections Manager
– St Monica Trust; Simon Roberts – Chief Executive Officer
– CSE; Eileen Oldfield - Resident; and George Perry Energy Advisor – CSE.
It was taken at a CSE energy advice clinic held at an Age UK
Day Club in Keynsham.
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King’s Oak signs up to
help young carers
King’s Oak Academy in Kingswood
is one of 17 local schools signed up for
the Young Carers in Schools
programme.
Young carers typically care for a family
member while studying and the average
age is just 13-years-old. Many struggle
to keep up with their schoolwork, are
often bullied at school and have
significantly
lower
educational
attainment than other children. A local
authority survey found that young
carers were 70% more likely than other
pupils to report feeling ‘generally
unhappy’ at school.
The Carers Support Centre helps
schools like King’s Oak with inset days
and training for staff, governors and
pupils. Schools can then set up support
groups, homework clubs and drop in
sessions for young carers. This helps
pupils know that staff understand their
home situation and that they will get the

support they need.
King’s
Oak
Academy
runs
daily
check-ins
and regular group
sessions for the
young carers at the
school.
This
month, they held a
cake sale to fund a
Christmas trip for
young carers.
Young Carers in
Schools is a national programme
promoted by Children’s Society and
Carers Trust, and hundreds of schools
across England are part of it. 17 of the
120 primary and secondary schools in
South Gloucestershire are signed up to
the programme so far. And every one of
them said they would recommend the
programme to other schools.
Kama McKenzie, Young Carers

Young carers at King’s Oak

Manager, at Carers Support Centre,
said: “On average young carers will
miss a day of school each month as a
result of their caring role, so the steps
schools take to identify and support
them can have a huge impact on their
learning, wellbeing and life chances.”
For more information, visit Carers
Support
Centre
website:
www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk

News from
Keynsham WI
Keynsham WI have had a very busy few months. The
speaker at their September meeting was Emma Britton
from Radio Bristol who gave an amusing and
entertaining talk about her journey into journalism.
October brought the AGM where the committee was reappointed, with Maureen Gerrish as president. The
group is thriving with 85 members and six on the
waiting list.
At the November meeting there was a presentation from
the charity Womankind. The charity helps women to
improve their mental health and well-being. A £100
donation was presented to the speaker at the end of the
evening.
The annual Christmas party will take place at Saltford
Golf Club on Monday 16th December.

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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RUN
FAMILY SS
E
IN
BUS

EST.

1999
®

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade, Gloucester Rd,
Bristol BS7 8AL

9.59/10

Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
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Football clubs Emersons Green Treatment
raise £60,000 Centre marks 10th anniversary
for charity
AEK BOCO FC in Hanham, have teamed up with
Glide (formerly CableCom) of Clevedon and
raised almost £62,000 for the Children’s Hospice
South West in honour of former club member Paul
Withey.
Paul was working for Glide when he tragically
passed away two-and-a-half years ago whilst
participating in a charity cycle ride to raise money
for the hospice.
Since then, in Paul’s honour, AEK BOCO FC
and Glide have teamed up to raise money by
hosting annual football matches and charity
evenings.
AEK BOCO Club chairman John Winter said;
“Paul was a very well respected and loved
member of our club and we wanted to continue
his good work helping the hospice. All of the
events we have hosted have been incredibly well
supported and the generosity of club members has
been incredible.”
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Staff, visitors and former
patients have celebrated the
10th
anniversary
of
Emersons
Green
NHS
Treatment Centre, along with
40 current employees who
started work on the first day.
Since it opened, more than
195,000 procedures have been
carried out: A total of 25,500
cataracts have been removed,
almost 8,000 hernias have been
repaired and close to 11,000
joints have been replaced.
Hospital director Chester
Barnes said: “That is a great
many people who can carry on
with their jobs, lives and
hobbies free of pain: people who can
once again read books and drive cars free
from cataracts, who can play tennis or
golf without pain and who can go back to
their roles in their community free from
the pain of worn knee and hip joints.

“We were all delighted to be able to
welcome back former patients to share
our special day and to welcome new
friends who had the chance to learn more
about our hospital, which has dedicated
itself to the health and wellbeing of its
patients for a decade.”

The centre offers NHS patients general
surgery, dental surgery, ear, nose and
throat (ENT) surgery, endoscopy, eye
surgery, cataract surgery, orthopaedic,
foot and ankle surgery, gynaecology,
hand and wrist surgery, medical imaging
and urology.
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New solicitor joins law firm
Local law firm FDC have appointed
solicitor Abigail Whelan to their
Civil
Litigation
and
Family
departments.
Abigail joined FDC in 2017 on a
training contract, working in the Private
Client team before moving on to the
Litigation and Family departments. She
qualified last month.
Abigail grew up in the Keynsham area
and attended Oldfield School in Bath
prior to studying law at Cardiff

University and then a Legal Practice
Course at the University of the West of
England.
Her work now focuses on civil
litigation work, including personal
injury, building disputes and debt
recovery, as well as family work
surrounding divorce and separation
proceedings.
She is available to see clients in both
FDC Law’s offices in Keynsham and
Midsomer Norton.

Situations Vacant
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Abigail Whelan

Attempted breakin at charity HQ
HorseWorld staff discovered an attempted break-in
when arriving at the charity’s headquarters in
Whitchurch Village on the morning of Wednesday 27th
November. The intruders smashed a window and tried
to prise open the locked window frame.
However, the charity’s alarm system and CCTV
cameras, and smart work by their on-site security
guards, limited the damage.
Police are now keen to talk to two youths clearly seen
and recorded on CCTV entering the charity’s farm at 222am and leaving at 2-48am. Anyone who saw anything
suspicious should please contact HorseWorld on 01275
832425 or email info@horseworld.org.uk
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Christmas tree joy
Local community groups in Keynsham decorated their
own Christmas trees for the annual display at St John’s
Church last weekend. The popular annual event was
appreciated by the large number of visitors.
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Hanham schools benefit
from donation
Two well-known local schools are to
benefit from a £500 donation from
McCarthy and Stone, the developer
of the Magpie Court Retirement
Living Plus development in Hanham,
Bristol.
The contribution to Samuel White’s
Infant and Hanham Abbots Junior
schools has helped to fund a Scrapstore
PlayPod, which aids in developing
children’s imagination, creativity and
social skills through the use of scrap
materials such as cardboard tubes, tyres
and crates.
The donation was organised by the
Friends of Samuel White’s and Hanham
Primary Federation, which supports the
two schools by holding a number of
fundraising events such as coffee
mornings and film nights.
McCarthy and Stone’s Sales Consultant
at Magpie Court, Alison Peacock,
presented a cheque for £500 to Sally
Britton, Chairperson from Friends of

Samuel White’s, Gabby Howells, Head
Teacher at Samuel White’s Infant
School, and Matthew Norcott, Head
Teacher at Hanham Abbots Junior
School (pictured).
Gabby Howells said: “We are very

grateful to McCarthy and Stone for its
generous donation. The PlayPod will
help children become more inventive
and creative, which will in turn help
them in later life, so we can’t thank the
team at McCarthy and Stone enough.”
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Good report
for Kingswood
nursery

Chocolate Dinosaurs raise
money for children’s hospice
It’s been a busy year for Hugh Evans
and Mike Burt. Under the banner of
‘The Chocolate Dinosaurs’, the two
former Cadbury’s employees have
raised an impressive £1741 for the
Children’s Hospice South West
through their illustrated talks on the
history of chocolate making in the
Bristol area.
They have amassed an impressive
archive of film material and can talk on
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a number of different aspects, including
the fascinating history of the Somerdale
site in Keynsham. This year alone, they
have given over 50 presentations to
groups and societies across the region.
One of the most popular was to new
residents of the Chocolate Quarter on
the old site of the world famous
chocolate factory. Their display of old
Cadbury adverts are a highlight of their
visits.

Our picture shows Mike (left) and Hugh
(right) presenting a cheque earlier this
month to Frances Kennedy, the
Community Fundraiser at Children’s
Hospice South West.
The Chocolate Dinosaurs already have
more than 20 dates in the diary for
2020. Any organisation that would like
to arrange a talk should please contact
Hugh on 07980 817684 or email
hughevans@sky.com.

Tick Tock Nursery in Kingswood has been rated as
Good by Ofsted
Following a recent inspector’s visit.
The nursery in Regent Street, which has 83 children on
is roll, had been told at its previous inspection a year
ago that it required improvement
The latest report says that leaders have made positive
changes and have high expectations for all children to
learn. The nursery has replaced some of its resources
across all rooms, with support from local authority
advisers.
Children with special educational needs and those who
speak English as an additional language make good
progress. Youngsters are said to show a positive attitude
towards learning, and staff support them effectively to
gain the skills they need for the next stage of their
education.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Accupuncture

Architectural
Services

Aerials
Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

Fencing

Garden Services

Home Help

Home
Maintenance

Driving
Lessons

Foot Health

Guttering
Electrical

Carpet Fitters
Garden Services

Appliances

Handyman

Carpet Cleaning

Logs

Architectural
Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Plumbers

Plumbers

Sewing Lessons

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Telephone
Engineer

Painting
& Decorating

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Pregnancy
Massage

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Pregnancy
Massage

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Roofing

All prices per week
exc VAT

Tree Services

Windows & Doors

Plastering

An advert
like this costs

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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