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Wildlife at risk in row over broken sluice gate
South Gloucestershire Council and the Environment
Agency are at loggerheads over who is responsible for
fixing a broken sluice gate which is causing major
problems at a popular beauty spot.

The large pond in Warmley Forest Park, usually home to
a rich variety of wildlife, is being choked by a thick carpet
of duckweed.
It is an attenuation pond, built for flood alleviation when

The state of the pond

the nearby Avon Ring Road was created.
The sluice gate, which controls the flow of water, is
currently broken which has resulted in the pond falling
into a worrying state. The council says it is responsible
for the pond but not the sluice gate, which is in need of
repair. It says that in July 1999, when the Siston Brook
Flood Attenuation Pond was approved, it was understood
that the Environment Agency would be responsible for the
operation and maintenance of the control structure while
the council would maintain the remainder of the pond.
This week local councillor Steve Reade said nothing can
live in the pond as it is.
“I am disgusted by the inactivity of the Environment
Agency. They have been aware of this for many months,”
he said.
A council team recently visited the pond and skimmed as
much of the duckweed from the surface as possible but
were unable to remove all of it in one attempt.
A council spokesperson said: “We are due to go back later
this month to attempt to remove more of the duckweed
before any severe winter conditions may arrive.
“We are also actively trying to avoid more nutrient buildup in the pond, as this encourages the duckweed to grow.
Continued on page 3
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Wildlife at risk in row New 65-year lease for
over broken sluice gate Avon Valley Railway
Continued from page 1
“We will be assessing the pond over the winter
and the trees in and around it, with the aim of
carrying out tree work to reduce the number
of leaves falling into the pond. This is subject

to securing funding but will help to reduce the
potential for the duckweed coming back next
year.” The Environment Agency this week
told us that responsibility for the sluice gate
has been passed to the council.

The sluice gate needs repair

From former refuse dump
to much-loved park
The 25-acre Warmley Forest Park was once home to clay pits and a pipe works next to
the railway line and a coal mine.
The industry finished in the 1960s and the site became a refuse dump, which was filled
and capped some 20 years later. Woodland trees were planted by the community and
the Forest of Avon and now the whole area has matured as a thriving wildlife area. There
is an orienteering and nature trail and the park also houses a skatepark.
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The future of the Bitton-based Avon Valley Railway is set to be secured with the
agreement of a new 65-year lease over part of the Bristol & Bath Railway Path.
The stretch which also includes the railway station and track has been occupied by Avon
Valley Railway Heritage Trust since the 1970s, with the council having granted an initial
20-year lease in 1982. But since its expiry in 2002, the agreement has been on a yearto-year basis.
The charity has restored steam to the Avon Valley and welcomes more than 80,000
visitors each year.
Following negotiations with the trust, the council has worked to broker a new deal that
gives future stability to the attraction with a 65-year lease.
An Avon Valley Railway Heritage Trust spokesperson said: “We welcome the progress
so far on the new lease and on its completion it will provide the necessary security of
tenure in helping us to achieve our future plans.”

Dave Gorham
Well-known local businessman Dave Gorham died suddenly at his home last Wednesday
(6th November), aged 56.
He was best known as the owner of Blades Barbers and Dudes ’n Dolls Beauty Salon in
Temple Street, Keynsham.
He opened his original barber shop in Temple Street more than 15 years ago before
moving to larger premises opposite the new Civic Centre in 2012.
He leaves a wife and four children, the youngest who is six.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Police issue Brexit
scam warning
With reports that some people living in the
Devon and Cornwall area have been the
victims of a Brexit scam, Avon &
Somerset police are warning that although
this hasn’t happened in our area yet, it
may only be a matter of time before the
scammers try their luck.
Criminals have been contacting people
and claiming that the supply of medicines
will be affected by the UK leaving Europe
and that people will need to pay in
advance to ensure their prescriptions

won’t be affected. The caller will then try
to get their bank details.
The police advise to always be wary of
any unexpected callers who ask for your
personal or financial information,
especially if they are claiming to be from
a bank or the tax office. Scammers will
always use the confusion caused by a
major event such as Brexit to try to take
money from people.
If you have any doubts or concerns about
a caller, hang up.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

New waste contract
to cut costs and litter
Following an in-depth
review and negotiations
with SUEZ, who operate
waste and recycling vehicles
in South Gloucestershire,
the council says improved
terms have been agreed for
the final five years of the
PFI
(Private
Finance
Initiative) that governs how
kerbside collections are
managed.
The review found that while savings were
possible by bringing the service ‘in-house’,
these were largely off-set by the costs
associated with early exit from the contract.
In a statement the council said: “As part of
the new arrangements, which will retain the
current contract with SUEZ until its end in
2025, the company have agreed to invest to
improve the quality of the service, on top of
savings of £1m per annum.”
SUEZ have agreed to make several changes
to improve the quality of the service and
value for money including:

• Installing CCTV cameras on all waste
collection and recycling vehicles to provide
better monitoring data, reduce littering and
promote improved health and safety. SUEZ
will also employ staff to review the footage
to resolve any service issues.
• Buying additional recycling vehicles, which
will improve collection round sizes and
ensure that rounds are completed each day.
• Using a 70/30 ‘split-back’ vehicle at
Christmas and Easter to collect the additional
cardboard and mixed plastic and cans put out
for collection at these times of year.
• Increased frequency of vehicle cleaning to
help prevent avoidable equipment failure.
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Cautious welcome for fracking halt
The announcement last week that the
government is ending support for
fracking in England on the basis of new
scientific analysis will come as a relief to
local campaigners.
Hydraulic fracturing - or fracking - is the
controversial process whereby deep
boreholes are drilled into a shale rock bed
and water, sand and some additional
chemicals are injected at very high pressure
to induce fractures in the rock to allow
methane gas to escape.
This gas is then collected at the surface and
eventually fed into the mains gas supply.
Coal bed methane is a similar process in
which boreholes are drilled into coal seams
and the water in these seams is pumped out
to allow the methane to flow to the surface
for collection.
Ministers took the decision after a report by
the Oil and Gas Authority which found that
it is not currently possible to accurately
predict the probability or magnitude of
earthquakes linked to fracking operations. It
was on the basis of disturbance caused to
residents living near exploration and
production company Cuadrilla’s Preston
New Road site in Lancashire. Operations
there were suspended after a magnitude 2.9

event was recorded on 26th August.
The government said the moratorium on
fracking will be until compelling new
evidence is provided. It also confirmed it will
not be taking forward proposed planning
reforms for shale gas developments. These
proposals were consulted on in 2018 but will
not be implemented now.
Both B&NES and South Gloucestershire
Council had objected to the proposals to
change the planning process which could
have given the fracking industry the green
light to start drilling across the country
without local planning applications.
B&NES particularly feared about the
potential impact of fracking in the Mendips
on the thermal water supply to the World
Heritage City of Bath.
On hearing about the moratorium the group
FrackFree Somerset said: “Have we won?
For now. Yes. A fracking moratorium is
definitely worth celebrating. Will the antifracking movement close down? No. A
moratorium is not a ban and there is still
work to be done. However, we can chill a bit
and celebrate.”
Tom Fyans, deputy chief executive of CPRE,
the countryside charity, said: “This is a
fantastic win for local democracy and
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everyone who cares about protecting the
countryside from climate catastrophe and
mass industrialisation.
“CPRE was absolutely resolute in its
opposition to policies proposed by
the government to ‘fast-track’ fracking
through the planning system, removing local
people’s voices from the decision-making
process.”
While there are currently no exploration

licences granted in our immediate area,
geological reports have indicated areas
where coal bed methane could be extended
include the Chew Valley, Keynsham, Kelston
and the Golden Valley in Bitton.
In 2010, exploration company UK Methane
applied for planning permission to sink a test
borehole on land at Hicks Gate, Keynsham.
The application was subsequently withdrawn
and the licence surrendered.
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Council U-turn over plans to
‘phase out’ special needs centre
Campaigners are celebrating after South Gloucestershire
Council dropped its controversial plans to phase out the
Resource Base at Emersons Green Primary School which
offers specialist support for physically disabled and
visually impaired children.
A petition signed by more than 6,000 opposing the plans had
been delivered to the council last month. The Resource Base
is the only provision of its kind in South Gloucestershire for
pupils in Reception and Key Stages 1 and 2.
The Cabinet Member for Schools, Skills & Employment
Erica Williams issued this statement last Wednesday: “In
order to develop our specialist provision for children and
young people with Special Education Needs across South
Gloucestershire, over the past few months we have been
engaging with parents, carers, young people and schools to
discuss possible options to make changes to Resource Bases
and Access Centres. Our priorities for this work are to
improve access and to focus on broadening inclusion within
all children’s local schools. We must also respond to
increasing demand for
specialist help and
Erica Williams
address inequalities in
relation to financial
arrangements.
“Following these discussions, we have given
further consideration to
the initial, outline
proposals we shared
with schools earlier this
year. The feedback
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we received through the engagement was extremely helpful
in shaping how we intend to move forward and I would like
to thank the award-winning South Glos Parents & Carers
organisation for helping us with this.
“Although the feedback we received was supportive of
changes to increase the number of places across the district,
it is clear that we also need to give further consideration to
any phasing out of the Resource Base at Emersons Green
Primary School.
“As a result, we will not be including this change in the
proposals that will be taken forward to formal public
consultation. We will be working in partnership with all
schools to develop a sustainable approach to meeting
children and young people’s needs in order to improve access
and ensure equity in our arrangements to meeting need across
the local area.
“We remain highly ambitious for every child and young
person in South Gloucestershire to fulfil their potential and
are backing this with record funding. We are committed to
developing our local
offer to deliver effective
provision for children
and young people with
Special
Education
Needs across South
Gloucestershire and will
be releasing details of a
revised timeline for
public consultation on
all proposed changes
Matt Palmer
before Christmas.”

A protest at the end of September

This week Emersons Green town councillor and campaigner
Matt Palmer said: “This is such a fantastic result for everyone
involved. This Resource Base is an actual textbook example
and there were always massive questions raised as to why
the council would want to dismantle that. The support that’s
come from everywhere has shown how much people care and
value Resource Bases as a whole and how in Emersons
Green and the surrounding area there is such a strong
community spirit to be proud of.
“The amount of interest has been staggering, we were
supported by the RNIB and the National Education Union,
teachers at the school, students past and present and parents.
The Facebook group amassed 743 people and the petition
was signed by 6,218 people.
“What is concerning is that in the statement released it did
not mention the other Resource Bases in South Glos and how
they were going to proceed with these. Blackhorse Primary
School has a Resource Base which is under threat and
understandably parents are worried there so it could be a case
of watch this space as we fight a battle there as well.”
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Boutique hotel for Keynsham town centre
Plans have been submitted to redevelop
the old Keynsham fire station site into a
boutique hotel.
Developers the Phoenix Group (SW) have
submitted plans for the site which is
currently being used as a works depot for the
emerging Riverside residential development.
The old fire station would be demolished and
replaced by a four-storey building. In
addition to a 42-bedroom hotel, it would
house nine apartments and office space while
the ground floor would have two retail units
and a restaurant. The exterior appearance is
intended to complement the design of the
Civic Centre buildings.
B&NES Council’s vision for the town centre
regeneration has always been for an
extension of Market Walk to link with the

entrance of the refurbished leisure centre.
This proposal attempts to achieve this with a
covered walkway through the scheme
extending as far as the rear of the old fire
station car park. The proposed retail units
would also be sited there while a colonnade
would form the pedestrian link from Temple
Street to Market Walk.
At four-storeys tall, the building would
impact on the Riverside View apartments. To
mitigate some of the effects, the proposal is
to widen the lane between the two buildings
from its current 4.2m to just over 7.1m.
Hotel bedroom windows on the side facing
Riverside View would also be smaller and be
included in a ‘green wall’ similar to the ones
in Millennium Square on Bristol
Harbourside.

The major development
proposed on the site is
the creation of a
basement car park for
18 vehicles as part of
the requirement for
planning consent for
the apartments.
Keynsham fire station
closed in 2016 when
the new facility opened
at Hicks Gate. The site
South West view
was then sold the
following year for £750,000. A plan to build
flats on the site was withdrawn last year
following advice from the council.
The Phoenix Group (SW) are based in
Bristol and were established in 2016. They
specialise mainly in urban regeneration
projects and their portfolio currently includes

another project for student accommodation
in Fishponds.
Public consultation on the Temple Street
plan is open until 5th December with a
decision targeted for the end of January. The
planning reference on the B&NES website is
19/04405/FUL.

West elevation

West view
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New filling station No charges over cat’s death, say police
planned at Asda
Plans to knock down the Asda filling station at Craven
Way in Longwell Green and replace it with a new fully
automated one have been submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council.
The proposal is to erect a new eight pump (16 filling
positions) automated filling station, replacing the sixpump drive-to-pay station.
Asda also plans to replace the existing rollover car wash,
service and jet wash facilities.
In the application Asda says the facility as a whole
provides an important service for customers but is dated
and coming to the end of its useful life.
“The new facility will enhance customer experience and
provide improved safety and environmental protection
measures.”
Anyone wishing to comment on the plans has until 20th
November. The planning reference is P19/15654/F.

Vehicle crime
A vehicle was keyed while it was parked on Manor Road
in Saltford between 6pm and 6.30pm on Friday 1st
November.
And thieves stole the rear spoiler from a vehicle while it
was parked in Queens Road in Keynsham between 3pm
and 8pm on Sunday 3rd November.
If you have any information regarding these incidents,
contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Police say they have investigated
reports of a cat being killed and
mutilated in the Cadbury Heath area
in September and interviewed
several people but none will face any
further action.
As we reported in Issue 596 (2nd
October) police arrested a man from the
Longwell Green area as part of their
investigations into the death of 11-yearold Morris, discovering reports of a
number of similar recent incidents.
Morris belonged to Caroline Prater,
who runs a charity rescuing cats and
dogs from Romania. He had been
missing from home for a week and she
had put up signs and appealed on social
media to try to find him. She said she
found out he was dead after being sent
a video of his body. He had been almost
decapitated and his tail had been sliced
off.
Back in June we also reported on the
death of Cleo, a one-year-old cat who

failed to return to her Longwell Green
home and was later found in a Cadbury
Heath garden, minus head and tail. Her
owner said she had been deliberately

beheaded and warned readers to keep a
close eye on their pets. At the time the
police confirmed they had received a
report of the body of a cat being found
but said there was no evidence to
suggest a criminal offence.
This week an Avon & Somerset police
spokesperson told us: “Police have
thoroughly investigated reports of a cat
being killed and mutilated in the
Cadbury Heath area in September this
year.
“During their inquiries officers arrested
a man in his 20s from the Longwell
Green area and interviewed several

others
voluntarily
following
information from the community.
“Despite a £1,000 reward being offered
for information no one has come
forward with the cat’s remains or any
other evidence of an offence. While
there were reports of footage
purportedly of the incident being
circulated, officers have been unable to
trace a copy and no one officers have
spoken to has confirmed they have seen
this themselves.
“None of those questioned in
connection with the incident face any
further police action.”

Christmas fair

Music recital

The Friends of Southey Park in Kingswood are holding
their Christmas fair on Saturday 23rd November from
11am to 3pm at New Cheltenham Community Centre.
There will be traditional craft, food and gift stalls and
games, as well as refreshments including mince pies.
Admission is free.

The newly established Ace Duo - flute player Chris
Docherty and guitarist Andreas Moutsioulis - will be
giving a relaxed recital of music from across the globe at
the United Church in Longwell Green on Tuesday 19th
November at 7.30pm.
Tickets will be available on the door, priced £8.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Morris

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 17th November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Fireworks led to my cat’s
death
Dear Editor
I would like to thank the kind lady who found
my cat on the corner of Furber Road in
Hanham on the evening of November 6th.
He had bolted on hearing fireworks at midday
and got ran over and killed in the evening. She
took him to Zetland Road vets clinic.
My cat was terrified of the fireworks for the
last three weeks of his life. Please can we have
regulated displays of fireworks only and ban
supermarkets selling them to teenagers.
I have lost my best friend who, for eight years
slept on my left leg.

my council responsibilities in ensuring the best

South Gloucestershire's communities, whether

muddy conditions that were to follow, we set

use of resources for South Gloucestershire

that's through my roles on the council, WECA

off at an ambling pace alongside the River

residents. The Deputy Mayor role can only be

or MP's office. My focus is, and has always

Chew towards Chewton Place. There was

fulfilled by one of the local council leaders –

been, on delivering the best possible outcomes

evidence of plenty of surface water which

and I was voted into the role by both the Lib

for residents in South Gloucestershire – my

didn’t deter our participants, or the livestock

Dem Leader of B&NES Council and Labour

home and where I was born and raised - and I

that watched us walk through their fields.

Mayor of Bristol, who of course is Cllr

will continue doing so, despite Labour’s

Continuing alongside the river, we crossed

Bowden-Jones’ boss back in Bristol.

personal attacks. Where they go low, I go high.

over, and headed on to Compton Dando. Very

It is also disappointing to see the criticism of

Cllr Toby Savage

obligingly the landlord of the Compton Inn

my role providing one day a week office

Leader of South Gloucestershire Council,

opened early for us rest our weary, mud-

support for the MP for Kingswood - in which

Councillor for Longwell Green Ward,

covered legs, and sample the libation on offer.

the Longwell Green ward I represent is located.

Deputy Mayor for the West of England

Thanking him for his generosity, and with

Despite council leaders being entitled to

Combined Authority

renewed vigour, we headed back to Keynsham

down the country - I gave up a career in the
private sector to focus on improving South

Mrs C Thornbury

Gloucestershire.

St George

South Gloucestershire Council has a very
successful working relationship with our local

Leader of council
responds to ‘three jobs’
critics

MPs and work closely with them on many
issues that are of great importance to residents.
If this Bristol Labour councillor believes that

Dear Editor

in being an MP you have no association with

In response to a number of public comments

the local authority, then I have grave concerns

and personal attacks against myself made by

for her suitability to represent the people of the

Bristol Labour politicians and local Labour

Kingswood constituency in Parliament.

activists, I felt it necessary to put the record

It is a fact that for many of the issues residents

straight.

want to be tackled the answer doesn’t sit

Sadly, I was not invited to respond to the latest

simply in the council. It requires a partnership

claims made by Bristol Labour Councillor

approach, working across organisations,

Bowden-Jones

this

different layers of government and navigating

publication, but a part of a tweet was instead

through various sets of bureaucracy. I was

quoted – a tweet which provided a link to a

pleased to read a recent letter from Kingswood

Bristol Post article where a substantial quote

Community Transport demonstrating this very

had both been requested and provided.

for

the

report

in

on the other side of the river arriving at

alternative employment – as many do up and

Bike charity has helped
me so much
Dear Editor
My name is Polly and I have a disability called
ataxia. I am a wheelchair user. I recently came
across the charity organisation of Warmley
Wheelers based next to Warmley Station on the
Bristol to Bath cycle route.
Andy, the guy that runs it, is friendly and
helpful with a great knowledge of bikes.
I am now able to enjoy lovely bike rides once
again, which apart from an exercise bike in the
gym which I thought was the only bike I could
ride. I am enjoying this new activity immensely

2.15pm. Everyone commented on what a
successful and social day it had been, even the
children and dogs enjoyed it. When we came
to add up the donations, we were overwhelmed
with the response - £681.31 was collected
which was later made up to £700. This is the
third year running that we have achieved that
figure or more.
A big thank you to all those who took part and
made the day such a success, and to the army
of helpers who volunteered their services.
Dave Johnson
Chair, Keynsham Walkers are Welcome

and would encourage other people in my

Scam alert

position to check out this charity.

Dear Editor

P Rhys

I feel I have to let people know what happened
to

me

this

morning

(Wednesday

6th

point in how we have been able to unlock

Countryfile Ramble
raises £700 again

November).

Highlighting some of the points made in that

major new investment in our local community

Dear Editor

a debit card in Fishponds and to press 1 to stop

response - by virtue of being Leader of the

transport by working together.

Although the previous few days had been

the transaction. I was in two minds but I put the

Council, a role to which voters returned me into

Since becoming Leader, the council’s focus on

overcast and rainy, it was a great relief to start

phone down and called my bank who told me

after the local elections just a few months ago

providing value for money has meant savings

this year’s BBC Children in Need Countryfile

that it was a scam.

and confirmed by a majority vote from

being achieved whilst improving service

Ramble in glorious sunshine - 55 adults and

I am 77 and with it, but I am worried that other

councillors, I am already a default member of

performance, with the likes of recycling levels

children, and an assortment of dogs met at the

people out there may fall for this scam as it was

the West of England Combined Authority

surging, and we are also making record capital

Memorial Park café in Keynsham at 10am on

so convincing. I think it is important to make

(WECA), by the council’s constitution. As

investments into our schools and roads.

Sunday 27th October for this annual event.

people aware.

Deputy Mayor, this very much complements

I make no apologies for working to improve

After a brief introduction and a warning of the

A Warmley resident
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I had an automated phone call telling me that
someone was taking £200 out of my bank with
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LETTERS
I was horrified to see that there was a long list

NHS couldn’t work
without private care

No answer on medicines
after Brexit

Dear Stephen

Dear Editor

Mrs Begley's letter (Issue 601) predicates a

I wrote a letter and posted it by hand to our

‘worrying’ problem that does not exist;

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore at the

private healthcare has always been an integral

beginning of September 2019. The letter was

part of the NHS which couldn't function

concerning medications that may be affected

without it.

by Brexit. I just wanted some clarification,

Nye Bevan had to concede to the BMA that

rather than rely on some of the scaremongering

doctors had a right to keep their private practice

that we have had to endure. I did not receive an

patients as well, otherwise it wouldn't

acknowledgement.

happen. The budgets of every government

At the end of September I emailed Toby

Propaganda row

since has faced a black hole trying to keep the

Savage, who works in the constituency office,

Dear Becky

waiting. The difference for me this time was

and he replied that Royal Mail may have been

I and many other Kingswood constituency

that the store was closed. As a result I have

to blame! I replied that it had been delivered by

residents received some propaganda through

today (Saturday 9th) received from ParkingEye

’70s and ’80s who had their own hospitals,

hand. I then had a reply that it may have been

our letterboxes from our current MP Chris

(Asda car park managers) a parking charge

ensuring that they would have access to care if

passed on to another office, and that they would

Skidmore.

notice for £70 for unauthorised use of the car

chase it up. To be sure that they had a copy of

Propaganda is fine but when the content in it

park out of hours.

my letter, I took in another copy at the

involving residents Is downright lies, it needs

I have lodged an appeal and await with interest

members.

beginning of October, by hand.

to be called out. There was a quote at the end

ParkingEye's response. But in the meantime,

UNISON union's sponsored Medicare still

On 14th October I had an email to say that my

of the article about school funding in which it

I'd liked to raise awareness of this issue with

letter had been passed on to the Minister, who

said: ‘I pay tribute to everyone who has

others. It seems ridiculous that on the one hand

would reply as soon as possible.

supported OUR South Glos fairer school

Asda is offering this service yet this is not

got saddled with the disaster of Southmead,

I sent another email on 25th October, as I had

funding’. This implies that Mr Skidmore has

aligned with ParkingEye's management policy

there are many people who have reason to be

had an alert from Avon & Somerset Police that

been involved.

leaving legitimate customers having to 'fight'

there were scammers targeting people on

I can assure you this has not been the case and

to get parking charges dropped.

medications, claiming that at a cost they can

many emails have been ignored as to asking for

Name & address supplied

Her attempt at conspiracy theorising about

supply medications affected by Brexit! On 28th

help. Mr Skidmore should retract and apologise

Donald Trump's offer to put American money

October I was told that my query was being fast

for his remarks. On a somewhat related issue,

into the NHS itself wasn't a gaffe, and it was

tracked and also that Chris Skidmore would

our current Conservative councillors are

politely turned down by Boris, but there's

raise the issue of the scammers with Avon &

frightened to challenge their leader through

nothing wrong with firms from America,

Somerset Police.

fear or repercussions; either that or they don’t

or any other country investing in the private

To date I have still not received a reply to my

care about local issues.

sector to cater for those who can afford it,

query about medications. I appreciate that an

The opposition parties have had their political

it's more convenient than sending patients

election is now in progress, but our MP has had

assistants stripped away and Cllr Savage is

abroad.

two months to reply to me.

currently doing three job roles – Leader of

Finally, if Mrs Begley needs advice about any

Anne Thomson

South Glos Council, Deputy Metro Mayor and

NHS afloat, a fact recognised by the 'old
Labour' leaders of the TUC and TGWU in the

needed, and encouraged affiliated unions to set
up similar private insurance schemes for their

covers cost of private care and NHS. More to
the point, as an example in 2009 when Bristol

thankful for Emersons Green (Treatment
Centre).

of opticians who would provide a hearing test,
I live within walking distance of Cossham
Hospital and they have an audiologist
department there.
This is called out sourcing, just another way of
privatisation of our beloved NHS.
You can guess where I am having my test.
J White
Soundwell

Parking ticket after Click
& Collect delay
Dear Editor
I used Asda Longwell Green's Click & Collect
facility last Sunday evening (3rd November.
They offer this on a Sunday until 8pm, well
past the time the store has closed.
As usual, I (along with a number of others) was
kept waiting for in excess of 30 minutes
waiting to receive my shopping. It doesn't seem
to matter what day or time you opt to collect
your shopping, you will always be kept

Reg Bennett
Dear Becky
The family of Reg Bennett wish to thank
everyone for kind messages, cards and
donations at the funeral of Reg. He will be
sorely missed by all.
June & family

assistant to Chris Skidmore. It’s about time

‘letter’ offers relating to her health, she
shouldn't worry, or use Google – it's only a

Hear, hear for the NHS

search engine that confronts her with a choice

Dear Editor

- just consult her NHS surgery, that's what it's

I recently asked at my GP for a hearing test as

there for.

I am having a problem. You now self-book and

M O'Regan

they sent me the list of options of where to

they started representing the people that elected
them.
Cllr Matt Palmer
Emersons Green

book.

To Let
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Spotlight on Neighbourhood
Watch in Saltford
Neighbourhood

co-ordinators, to meet and share ideas or

Being in a Neighbourhood Watch has

Watch public meeting was held on

concerns at an open meeting. Residents

many benefits - helping to reduce crime

Monday 4th November at Saltford

had the opportunity to ask the police

and the fear of crime, lowering insurance

Hall, hosted by Saltford Parish

team

rates, and meeting neighbours. Saltford

Council in conjunction with the

crime rates and crime prevention in

Parish

neighbourhood policing team.

Saltford.

Neighbourhood Watch schemes in

The meeting was attended by Sgt

Saltford residents were informed about

Saltford which can be big or small, even

Samantha Kayser, PCSO Rebecca

the increase in shed and garage

covering a single street or close.

Knocker and Avon & Somerset Police

burglaries, as well as an increase in home

If anyone would like to start a scheme in

Neighbourhood Watch administrator

burglaries which have taken place whilst

the Saltford area contact Trevor Wilmot

Trevor Wilmot.

people have been away on short breaks.

on

This was a chance for Saltford residents,

Advice on how to reduce the risk of

trevor.wilmot@avonandsomerset.police.

including local Neighbourhood Watch

being burgled was provided.

uk

Saltford’s

annual

questions

and

heard

about

Council

01278

644845

encourages

or

People have been warned to be cautious when putting
bikes up for sale on sites such as Gumtree and eBay.
At the recent meeting of the Community Engagement
Forum for Hanham and Longwell Green the police said
that bike thefts are on the increase.
Thieves are now using selling sites to steal bikes from
properties. The thief can get a seller’s address by
pretending they would like to view the bike and
influence the vendor to tell them where they store it to
keep it safe.
The thief then doesn’t turn up for the appointment but
may go to the address another day in the hope of finding
and stealing the bike in the location the seller told them.

email

Orchestra in concert

Cllr Duncan Hounsell & Cllr Phil Harding pictured with Sgt Samantha Kayser, PCSO Rebecca Knocker and Avon &
Somerset Police Neighbourhood Watch administrator Trevor Wilmot and Saltford residents

Crossword

Online alert over bike thieves

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Foyer (9)

2. Of horses (6)

9. Make beloved (6)

3. Lethargic (6)

10. Cat's sound (4)

4. Whalebone (6)

11. For fear that (4)

5. In smaller quantity (4)

Longwell Green Orchestra joined with Unity
Community Choir for a concert at King’s Oak Academy
in Kingswood last month in aid of the charity Young
Carers.
They performed a mixture of music including Abba,
Burt Bacharach and The Lion King and raised more
than £600.
You can catch the orchestra playing carols at Asda in
Longwell Green in the morning on Sunday 1st
December and in the afternoon on Saturday 7th
December.
New members are welcome. There are currently
vacancies for bassoon, French horn, percussion, strings,
trombone, trumpet and tuba. To find out more email
contact@longwellgreenorchestra.net or call 07972
844073.They also have their Facebook page.

12. Summer clothing (6) 6. Hold spellbound (7)
13. Provoked (7)

7. Equipment (4)

16. Require (4)

8. Thwart (9)

17. Bright star (4)

13. Unfeeling (9)

18. Vehicle (3)

14. Small US coin (4)

20. Newt (3)

15. Wooden pin (5)

21. Swarm (4)

18. Outer garment (4)

23. Bygone (4)

19. Played for time (7)

25. Baby clothes (7)

22. Large wine bottle (6)

26. Saunter (6)

23. Allow (6)

29. Mown grass (4)

24. Verse of a poem (6)

30. Care about (4)

27. Fruit peel (4)

31. Two-seater bicycle
(6)

28. Tibetan priest (4)

32. Breed of dog (9)
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Apprenticeship programme
at N-gaged is Inadequate
says education watchdog

Security concerns at
Hanham car park
A car park in Hanham is being used as a racing circuit
late at night because it’s not being locked.
The concerns were raised by local residents who
attended Hanham Abbots Parish Council’s meeting last
Tuesday.
Councillors heard that a new security company was
appointed a few months ago and haven't been locking
the gate when they are supposed to. Consequently, the
car park and Castle Farm Road are being used as a
racing circuit and there is also suspected drug dealing
going on.
Councillors asked their clerk to write to South
Gloucestershire Council’s director of environment and
community services Nigel Riglar to ask him what the
penalties are against the security company for not
fulfilling the terms of their contract.
Meanwhile drug dealing in Hanham Abbots will be on
the parish council’s December agenda and local police
officer PC Lee Humphreys will be invited to discuss
what can be done.

Brislington company N-gaged has
been told it needs to make
improvements following a visit by
Ofsted.
People Solutions Training Limited,
trading as N-gaged, is based at The
Beeches in Broomhill Road and
specialises in providing adult learning
and apprenticeships in logistics and
care. The education watchdog has rated
apprenticeships as Inadequate while the
quality of education Requires
Improvement, as do leadership and
management,
and
personal
development. However, adult learning
programmes are rated as Good, along
with behaviour and attitudes.
A total of 107 apprentices, almost all
aged over 18, are funded by the
apprenticeship levy and follow
standards based apprenticeships at N-

gaged. More than half of apprentices
study large goods vehicle driving or
supply and warehousing programmes.
The remainder are on health and social
care, business administration, customer
service, team leading or management
apprenticeships. Meanwhile 65 adult
learners study programmes in storage
and warehousing and information
technology. Ofsted says adult learners
have more positive attitudes to, and
experiences
of,
training
than
apprentices. Apprentices are not
developing sufficient new knowledge,
skills and behaviours and the
programme does not meet the needs of
individuals and employers. However,
N-gaged’s new leadership team is keen
to improve the quality of education for
all. Ofsted says action plans are of good
quality and show the potential to bring

about the improvements necessary.
N-gaged said in a statement: “We
welcome Ofsted’s assessment of NGaged. In particular, it highlights the
learning environment, professional
behaviours and effectiveness of our
adult learning programmes.
“We are, of course, disappointed by the
findings on apprenticeships provision.
As the report acknowledges, a new
leadership team is now in place and is
‘keen to improve the quality of
education for all’.
“We will be redoubling efforts ahead of
the next inspection, utilising the
experience of our excellent adult
learning programmes and awardwinning logistics apprenticeship
training as well as a fuller appreciation
of the assessment criteria in Ofsted’s
latest framework across all sectors.”

Parking problems in Hanham cul-de-sac
Ongoing parking problems in Memorial
Close in Hanham were flagged up at the
recent local Community Engagement
Forum meeting organised by South
Gloucestershire Council.
One resident highlighted that drivers are

parking on yellow lines in the cul-desac and some teachers from the nearby
secondary school have on occasions
blocked his driveway and have been
called out to move their vehicles.
He said there should be enough parking

available in the school grounds for
staff.
Local councillor June Bamford said that
she would bring the problem of yellow
lines being ignored to the attention of
the parking enforcement team.

Spotlight on the Bristol area’s
role in World War One
In a last-minute change Kingswood
History Society’s November talk was
‘In
and
Around
Bristol
&
Gloucestershire 1914-1918’.
John Penny spoke about the Home
Front and the invaluable work done by
civilians and particularly the women in

the
workforce,
whose
major
contribution to winning World War One
is often overlooked. On 3rd December
members will be holding their AGM,
Christmas Quiz and American Supper.
The Kingswood History Society meets
on the first Tuesday of each month from

March to December at 7.30pm, in the
Park Centre, Kingswood High Street.
Anyone interested in joining can visit
www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org or
just come along to a meeting. The cost
is £2.50 per visit including refreshments. Annual subscription is £20.

Christmas Market at All Saints
All Saints Church at Publow will be
holding a Christmas market on Saturday
7th December from 10am to 2pm with
14

stalls selling items including preserves,
plants, festive wreaths, books and
crafts. There will be music from St

John’s Folk Band, Christmas activities
for younger children and refreshments.
There will also be tower tours.
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Community events
Community at 67 in Keynsham have two community
events taking place this month.
On Saturday 16th November there will be a Christmas
tea party when anyone can drop into the centre in
Queens Road for tea, coffee, cakes, crackers and a raffle
with some great prizes.
On Monday 18th November anyone worried about
home security is invited to attend a talk at 7pm when
Laurence Hands, from Avon & Somerset Police will be
giving advice on home security.
He will be covering how to protect your home whilst
away on holiday, how to deal with cold callers and
guarding keys for the home. The event will also be
attended by local PCSOs who can answer any questions
about policing in the community.

Community meeting
has been cancelled
The meeting of the Staple Hill, Rodway &
Mangotsfield Community Engagement Forum due to
take place at Cleve Rugby Club on Tuesday 19th
November has been cancelled because of the preelection period known as purdah.
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Greens step aside in
election pact in Thornbury
& Yate constituency
The Green Party has said it won’t stand in the Thornbury
& Yate constituency to give the Liberal Democrats a
better chance of winning.
It is one of 60 constituencies in England and Wales in which
the Unite to Remain campaign aims to maximise the number
of Remain MPs elected in this snap General Election. It is
made up of the Lib Dems, Greens and Plaid Cymru.
Claire Young, who currently leads the Lib Dem Group on
South Gloucestershire Council, will be running in Thornbury
& Yate (which includes the Boyd Valley) to try to unseat
Conservative Luke Hall, who has been the MP since 2015,
and the Labour parliamentary candidate Rob Logan. Mr
Logan is also a current councillor candidate for Brislington
West.
In 2015 Mr Hall beat Lib Dem Steve Webb, who had been an
MP since 1997. At the 2017 General Election Mr Hall
increased his majority from 19,924 to 28,008 votes. In 2017
Claire Young won 15,937 votes. Labour got just over 6,000
and the Green were fourth with 633 votes.
The pact also sees the Green Party standing aside in Bath for
Lib Dem Wera Hobhouse to defend her seat. And in Bristol

Claire Young

West, where Labour’s Thangam Debbonaire is defending her
seat, and a 37,336 majority, the Lib Dem candidate is
withdrawing to boost the Green Party’s chances.
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Bristol adopts Clean Air Zone plan
Bristol City Council’s Cabinet last week
approved the outline business case for its
Clean Air Zone (CAZ) with Mayor
Marvin Rees insisting they were on target
to meet the planned implementation date
of March 2021.
Having consulted over the summer on two
options – a charging zone and a smaller,
diesel car exclusion zone – the plan which
will now go forward to the government’s
Joint Air Quality Unit (JAQU) is a
combination of both.
The hybrid scheme will mean non-compliant
commercial vehicles (lorries, buses, vans and
taxis) will be charged between £9 and £100
a day to enter a zone from the end of the M32
and across most of the city centre. Within
that, in a smaller area encompassing the
centre and Harbourside, private diesel cars
will be excluded. This will not affect
compliant commercial vehicles and those
which have already paid to enter the charging
zone.
Mayor Rees told Cabinet members that the
hybrid scheme offered the simplest and
quickest way to meet the legal requirements
in terms of air quality and best protected the
interests of lower income households in the
city. Speaking from the public gallery, Sandy
Hore-Ruthven, the Green Party candidate at
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Marvin Rees

next year’s mayoral election, challenged the
timetable which the council had set out to
meet the 2021 deadline. He also criticised the
decision not to include a London-style Class
D Clean Air Zone in the council’s modelling.
Mayor Rees also reminded the meeting that
the CAZ plan is not simply about displacing
cars but, through ongoing work with the West
of England Combined Authority on the bus
strategy and mass transit plan, about
replacing them.
Once the outline business case is accepted by
JAQU, work will continue towards providing
a full business case for February 2020.
During this time, the council will continue to
work on exemptions with groups such as
Blue Badge holders and residents living
within the zones.
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Have councils really bitten the
bullet on Clean Air Zones?
Last week, Bristol City Council finally adopted plans for
a Clean Air Zone (CAZ). Readers will also be aware that
B&NES Council agreed this year, after much wringing of
hands and gnashing of teeth, to do the same. What that
means in practice will be different in each city and
whether it actually makes a difference or simply ticks
government legislation compliance boxes remains to be
seen.
The government has been heavily criticised so far by lobby
groups such as the campaigning charity ClientEarth for its
approach to tackling levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) in the
atmosphere. They accuse government of simply ‘passing the
buck’ on to local authorities.
While some, like B&NES, have pursued CAZs voluntarily,
larger cities including Birmingham, Leeds and Bristol were
ordered to come up with solutions to their exceeding the
annual limits of 40µg/m3. Bristol was 1.2 times over that
limit last year. Although the EU laws on levels of NO2 have
been in place for almost 10 years, of the 43 local authorities
in this country only seven have managed to reduce traffic
emissions below the required level.
So what is a Clean Air Zone precisely, and how will it make
a difference? The simple answer is it is an area where special
measures are taken to improve air quality. After that, things
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get a little more complicated. There are
charging and non-charging CAZs. Noncharging means that alternatives have been
introduced,
like
public
transport
enhancements or cycle routes. In a charging
CAZ there are four classifications. A Class A
imposes charges on bus, coaches and taxis.
Class B adds lorries to that list while a Class
C zone also covers vans and minibuses. Only
a Class D CAZ extends to private cars and
motorbikes – and guess how many cities
outside London have one? None. Only
Birmingham is planning to charge all
vehicles, but implementation has been delayed well into next
year.
Charging in Class C and Class D CAZs is only applied to
non-compliant vehicles. Euro 6 diesel and Euro 4 petrol
engines are exempt, meaning that only the older, more
polluting vehicles are targeted. However, what many
observers have found hard to reconcile with Bristol’s
decision is that the diesel in the central area includes all
vehicles, regardless of their emission levels.
In Bath, initial consultation proposals last year included a
charging zone for non-compliant private vehicles. Public

Pic credit: RAC

reaction was not surprisingly harsh with record numbers of
responses. Rather than try and sell the idea, the ‘numbers
were crunched’ again and, low and behold, it was decided
that private vehicles didn’t have to be included in the plan
after all.
The common consensus of course is that private vehicle
charging is a vote loser. But as Mayor Marvin Rees said last
week, CAZs are not about displacing cars but replacing them,
and those plans don’t come cheap. ClientEarth’s own
research would suggest a financial return of four times
investment and if every council adopted a Class D CAZ, that
figure could be as much as £6bn.
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Start a new career in Cadbury Heath with Brunelcare
Bristol-based charity Brunelcare is hosting its first
all-day recruitment event for new care home Little
Heath in Cadbury Heath.
It is taking place on Monday 25th November from 1pm
to 8pm at One Church, which is next door to the new
centre in Earlstone Crescent. On offer will be a range
of new and exciting careers from carers, nurses,
maintenance operatives, cleaners, chefs and more.
Brunelcare is a Bristol-based charity which has been
providing housing, care and support for older people
in the South West for more than 75 years.
Due to be completed February 2020, Little Heath Care
and Support is a purpose-built care home located
across three floors hosting 64 beautifully designed
rooms. The reablement centre will host 24 comfortable
rooms which will be open to members of the public
trying to get back on their feet after hospital visits
before returning home.
Cadbury Heath Healthcare will have a GP practice
based here with a full-time onsite doctor, alongside a
nurse, for the residents, employees and local
community to use.

Safe running for
those with sight loss
A Couch to 5K course for the visually impaired and
blind begins in the new year in at Whitehall Running
Track in Johnson Lane.
The free course is aimed at all levels of fitness from the
complete beginner to the fitness guru.
A team of UK Athletics-trained running guides based
in Bristol will be there to help support runners.
The sessions will be every Wednesday beginning 8th
January from 6.45pm to 8pm with additional weekly
sessions to be confirmed. Lifts to and from the venue
can be provided if required.
If you would like to give it a try or would like to find
out
more
contact
Colin
Johnson
at
colinjohnson452@btinternet.com or call 07949 696751.

There will also be a hairdressing salon and a miniconvenience shop that will be open every day for
residents to use, all cleverly designed to resemble a
neighbourhood high street. There will be large
communal lounges, vibrant garden terraces and quiet
spaces for residents to relax.
Care home manager Marius Popescu said: “We are
really excited for the new care home to open in
February 2020. The recruitment day is a relaxed dropin session where people who are interested in a new
career can come along and find out more
information.”
Children and partners are welcome at the event and
booking isn’t necessary. A barista coffee stand will be
offering free hot drinks and cakes.
A free car park is available for those wishing to attend
the recruitment event and there is also on-street
parking available.
To find out more about a new career at Little Heath
you can also visit www.brunelcare.org.uk/locations/
little-heath-care-home-and-reablement-centre/ or
email marius.popescu@brunelcare.org.uk

Awards for Brunelcare staff
Karolina Nowadczyk, a
team leader at Brunelcare's
Deerhurst Care Home in
Kingswood, took home the
Dignity in Care accolade at
The Great British Care
Awards South West.
And Daniella Masarque, an
activity coordinator at
Brunelcare's
Robinson
House Care Home in
Stockwood, has also won
best activity coordinator at
the Care & Support West
Awards.
Karolina said: “To be

nominated for the Dignity in
Care Award is very special
to me, but to have won the
award is a dream come true.

I work really hard to
maintain the dignity of
residents
living
with
dementia and it’s something

I’m extremely passionate
about. It's great to know that
all my hard work is paying
off."

Situations Vacant

Karolina Nowadczyk
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Go-ahead given to redevelop
old Legion site
Spotlight on history at
Whitchurch Library
Whitchurch Library will be holding a
History Day on Saturday (16th November)
from 10am to 2pm. This is an opportunity
for local people to come along and talk to
experts about three particular aspects of
history.
Whitchurch Local History Society will
have representatives on hand to talk about,
and answer questions on the history of the
area as well as displaying various pictures
and documents from its archive.
Peter Insole, from Bristol City Council,
will be presenting a practical
demonstration of the historic mapping
project Know Your Place West of England

and also showing people how to use it
themselves on the library’s computers.
This is one of the most valuable historic
history research tools to have emerged in
recent years, and from its Bristol origins
is now spreading throughout the West
Country with interest also being shown
throughout Britain.
Members of the Bristol & Avon Family
History Society will be present to answer
questions and give advice about
researching your ancestors. A number of
useful leaflets will be freely available for
people to take with them. Whitchurch
Library is a few steps from the Asda store.

A third attempt to turn the former Royal
British Legion Club site in Staple Hill into
housing has been approved.
The proposal is to demolish the existing
building and replace it with a pair of semidetached houses to the rear of the site in
Kendall Road while a three-storey block will
be built to the front to accommodate five
flats. An internal courtyard area will provide
parking for all the units.
Last year an application to South
Gloucestershire Council for permission to
convert the redundant building into seven
large flats was refused, with the local
authority criticising the quality of the
planning and design and saying the scheme
was out of keeping with the area.
A resubmitted proposal was then lodged
earlier this year featuring a substantial
demolition and partial rebuild to create two
one-bed flats, four two-bed flats and one
two-bed bed house.

However, permission was again refused,
with planning officers saying the proposal
failed to represent the highest standards of
design required under planning policy.
Extensive negotiations then took place
between the council planners and the
applicant and resulted in some design
changes to the overall scheme which have
now been given the thumbs-up.
Local residents raised concern about issues
including noise, pollution and loss of
privacy, and the presence of the invasive
Japanese Knotweed in adjacent gardens.
But the planners said that due to the
orientation of the new-builds and the
distance from neighbouring homes, there
would be no adverse impact sufficient to
warrant refusal. They understood that
the Japanese Knotweed was being
managed but said care would be required
during construction to avoid any further
spread.

Tea groups for the
elderly need volunteers
The older people's charity Contact the
Elderly, which recently changed its name
to Re-engage, is looking for volunteer
drivers and tea party hosts in the East
Bristol and South Gloucestershire area.
The charity was founded in 1965 to tackle
social isolation among older people
through regular tea parties. There are
almost 900 groups in the UK that put on
regular gatherings for more than 6,600
people.
There are 17 groups in the Greater Bristol
area. Regional development officer Helen
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Ker-Bridges said: “We have three Sunday
afternoon contact tea groups running in
East Bristol/South Glos but with a waiting
list of older guests, we are looking for
more volunteer drivers, once a month on
a Sunday afternoon (or less often as a
reserve) and also tea party hosts. You use
your own home to welcome a group to tea
just a couple of times a year. It all makes
such a difference to our lovely older
guests.”
To find out more call 01225 873812 or
email Helen.ker@reengage.org.uk
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High bund created to
protect ancient common
A high bund is now protecting Lyde Green
Common from being accessed by vehicles.
The work has been carried out by South
Gloucestershire Council along a stretch of
the eastern border on the road that leads from
Henfield to Pucklechurch.
A spokesperson from South Gloucestershire
Council said: “This is to protect the Common
from a minority of motorists who are causing
damage and breaching byelaws by driving

directly onto the land.
“We have found that some of these vehicles
have also been bringing off-road motorbikes
with them which are being ridden around the
common illegally, causing further significant
damage.
“The bund itself will not prevent motorbikes
accessing the land, but it will deter the
vehicles that transport them from driving
directly onto it with the motorbikes.

“We remind people that riding motorbikes
and driving vehicles on common land
without the proper authorisation is against
the law and perpetrators risk being taken to
court and fined for doing so.”
On the other side of Henfield Road, plans by
Edward Ware Homes to build almost 400
homes on a 30-acre site next to the M4 are
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currently being considered by South Glos
Council. As we have previously reported
both Pucklechurch Parish Council and
neighbouring Emersons Green Town
Council have raised concerns about traffic
and access, including a proposed route
crossing a section of common land where
access has not been agreed.
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Concerns about ‘eyesore’ site
where redevelopment has stalled
Concerns have been raised about the poor state of a
former pub site for which permission for redevelopment
was granted on appeal four years ago.
The locally listed 19th century Station Master pub in
Warmley subsequently became the Bollywood Spice Indian
restaurant but had lain empty since 2013.
In 2014 South Gloucestershire Council refused an application
by Bristol & Bath Developments Ltd to knock down the old
pub, saying it would harm the heritage of Warmley High
Street.
Planners said the proposed redevelopment of four semidetached houses, two flats and offices was out of keeping.
Many local residents had objected to the scheme, as did
Siston Parish Council. But an appeal was lodged and a

The old pub was knocked down
following a planning appeal
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planning inspector ruled in the
developer’s favour in 2015.
Earlier this month Warmley resident
and
quantity
surveyor
Paul
Swindlehurst wrote to his MP Chris
Skidmore and copied in South
Gloucestershire Council, as well as
sending The Week In a copy of his
letter.
Mr Swindlehurst says not only is the
site an eyesore but he is concerned
about safety.
“After several years nothing has been
developed and the land resembles a
bombsite. I will be contacting the
Health & Safety Executive regarding
the state of the hoarding and the safety
of pedestrians as I witnessed a young
couple with a baby trying to negotiate
the door that had once again blown
away from its fragile stay to block the
pavement completely.”
He says that demolition had also caused
serious damage to the neighbour’s
gable wall.

There are safety concerns surrounding the hoarding
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Housing plans for village
woodland site are refused again
A developer’s latest bid get permission to
build two detached houses with garages
on a woodland site in the middle of Bitton
has been refused.
An application six years ago by JJH
(Building Developments) to build two
properties on the Green Belt site at the corner
of Kings Square and Bath Road was rejected
by South Gloucestershire Council.
At the time the council’s highways,
conservation, archaeology and ecology
officers all had objections, while the
planning team said the design was not
sympathetic, the loss of green space would
harm the look of the conservation area and
the “very special circumstances” needed to
allow development in the Green Belt had not
been shown. Local residents, the parish
council and MP had also voiced objections.
Then in 2015 the developer applied

unsuccessfully to fell every tree on the site.
With the latest proposals the developer stated
that a number of changes had taken place
which made it appropriate to submit a fresh
application, including a number of appeal
decisions confirming the interpretation of
infilling in villages with regard to what is
considered appropriate development in the
Green Belt. The applicant also said the trees
had become denser and more unkempt “and
as a result the site is in need of continuous
occupation and management”. “Additionally,
the dark overgrown conditions at the site
make it an easy target for trespassers and
gives rise to a fear of crime. The nature of
the site is that it also effectively cuts the
village in two. It therefore negatively
impacts on the conservation area.”
There were 67 letters of objection from local
residents to his latest scheme. Although there

Six-week city consultation on
possible council tax increase
Options to increase council tax in Bristol
next year have been put forward for public
consultation.
Bristol City Council has launched a
consultation which runs until 4th
December.
Every February, the council sets a budget
for the following financial year which
details how much money will be available
to spend on each of the services the
council provides. For the second year
running the council is proposing a budget
with no new cuts to service funding.
Options to increase council tax next year
(from April 2020-March 2021) have been
put forward to help cover some of the
existing and emerging financial pressures
the council faces in delivering services.
The options range from making no change
to a 2% increase in the amount of council
tax to cover the cost of general council
services such as children’s services, waste
and recycling, street lighting, parks, and
addressing homelessness.
There is also a further option to add up to
an additional 2% which would go towards
the cost of adult social care. This extra
amount for adult social care is referred to
by the government as an Adult Social Care
Precept. Cllr Craig Cheney, Deputy Mayor

were no objections from highways, ecology
or archaeology officers, the landscape and
conservation officers had concerns.
Refusing the application, the planners said
the site is located within the Green Belt and
does not constitute infill development or fall
within the limited categories of development

normally considered appropriate within the
Green Belt.
They also said the proposed development of
the site, by virtue of the loss of green, and
undeveloped land, would harm the character
and appearance of the Bitton Conservation
Area.

for Finance, Governance, Performance &
Culture, said: “We are conscious of the
impact of council tax increases on Bristol
residents and continue to lean on the
government to properly fund local
councils and local services.
“Services such as supporting the elderly,
children’s services and homelessness
support continue to be under immense
pressure and support some of the most
vulnerable in society. With prices rising, a
growing population and growth in demand
for our services, our call to put in place
sustainable funding for councils has never
been stronger. In the absence of certainty
around government funding, council tax
remains an important means of funding
and I urge people to give their views
through this consultation. We will consider
consultation responses in balancing the
impact of increases in council tax with the
need to run services and find other ways
to generate income.”
There is a questionnaire at www.bristol.
gov.uk/budget2020-2021
Information can be provided in an
alternative
format
by
emailing
consultation@bristol.gov.uk or calling
0117 922 2848. Paper copies are also
available at local libraries.
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Church eco campaigners
challenge retailers over plastics
The Eco Group at Keynsham Methodist Church have
been busy keeping retailers in the town on their toes in
the war against single-use plastic.
In their latest bulletin they give updates on progress and
reaction from the bosses of some of the national
organisations which have stores in the town.
While Tesco chose Keynsham as one of 10 pioneer stores to
take back wrapping and crisp packets which customers had
purchased – and were overwhelmed by the response – there
is not such good news with other areas. A trial to sell
mushrooms in cardboard boxes which started in April was
thought to have been successful but these are now only

available in pre-wrapped plastic.
Boots plan to introduce paper bags to replace plastic ones
next year while Lloyds have told the group that prescriptions
made up locally at the pharmacy will use paper bags. But
supplies which come via their centralised dispensing system
will continue to be plastic wrapped.
Iceland have made an undertaking to eliminate single-use
plastic from their own brand products by 2023. However, the
Eco Group have learned that two pilot schemes this summer
to remove plastic wrapping from fresh fruits actually resulted
in a fall in sales. New trials are still planned in other stores
around the country though.

On the naughty step is Poundland. The group have so far
emailed chief executive officer Barry Williams with a
number of questions about the company’s policy on singleuse plastic.
As yet they are still to receive a response.
Leading beer manufacturers have also been tackled about the
use of plastic collars for multi-pack cans and the group have
received some positive feedback. Carlsberg and Guinness
have already begun using recyclable glue while Heineken
and Carling are also looking to trial alternatives.
For more information visit www.keynshammethodist
church.co.uk

Plastics and litter protest at
Keynsham fast food stores
Keynsham Plastic Re-Action and the Keynsham Wombles
are holding a plastics and litter protest at KFC and Domino’s
Pizza this Friday (15th November).
Keynsham Plastic Re-Action have previously put pressure
on supermarkets to reduce the amount of plastic their
products are packaged in. Campaigners have shopped in local
stores and then removed plastic from their purchases, leaving
it in the trollies.
The environmental campaign group say that as part of their
efforts to highlight and reduce the causes of litter they have
teamed up with Keynsham Wombles to organise Friday’s
protest at KFC and Domino’s Pizza from 5pm to 6.30pm.
They say: “The hours that Keynsham and Saltford Wombles

spend picking up their litter annually has been calculated and
we will be presenting them with an invoice for this work
supporting their business as a publicity stunt. And we will
focus on the usual aspect of single use plastic through
leafletting.
“Of course we are not picking solely on KFC and Domino’s
and will be protesting at other takeaway stores in the future.
Please do come and join us if this is something you feel
strongly about.”
Keynsham Plastic Re-Action have previously targeted
supermarkets in Keynsham and Asda at Longwell Green.
To find out more about the group check out their Facebook
page.

Day nursery extension plans
Plans to extend Anchor Day Nursery in New Cheltenham
into the house next door have been lodged with South
Gloucestershire Council.
The application is for the conversion and alteration of No 305
New Cheltenham Road.
The proposal is to extend the existing nursery, which is based
in the former Anchor Made Forever pub building, into No
305 but there is no intention of increasing either the number
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of children or the staffing level in this proposal, it is just to
provide more ground floor space. The first floor would be
used as an office.
The applicants say the rear garden is not affected by the
proposal and will never be used as part of the external play
areas. The proposal does not affect the external appearance
of the building either.
The planning reference number is P19/15371/F and the
deadline for comments is 15th November.

Pensford Mummers
perform at local pubs

Family festive fun

The Pensford Mummers will be performing at the Rising
Sun pub at 6.30pm on Sunday 8th December before
another performance at the George & Dragon at 6.45pm.

There will be a free Family Christmas Crafts afternoon
at the Salvation Army in Broad Street, Staple Hill, on
Sunday 1st December from 4pm to 5.30pm.
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South Glos play
area improvements
are announced
Several play areas in South Gloucestershire are in line for major
improvements.
Earlier this year, the council set aside a £200,000 fund to upgrade and
replace play areas where equipment had come to the end of its
working life. Supporting this investment is cash from developers, as
well as a one-off payment from the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government, bringing the total to £295,000.
The council had already pledged £30,000 for Springfield Play Area
in Mangotsfield, which was badly damaged and had to be closed
following an arson attack earlier this year. And last week it was
announced that a further £15,000 of developer funding has been
allocated towards the arson repairs and replacement of end-of-life
items.
In Warmley, Champion Park play area and Chiltern Close play area
will each receive £50,000 while £30,000 has been put aside for Brunel
Close play area.
Barrs Court play areas will also receive £50,000 of investment and
the one at Williams Close in Longwell Green will get £30,000.
Woodstock play area in Kingswood has been allocated £25,000 for
the replacement of the activity trail and at Heathfields in Downend
£15,000 will be spent on fence, gate and surfacing replacements.
The council will be consulting with nearby residents on the details of
each play area improvement in due course.
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Police want to talk to
man about robberies
at travel agents
Police have released
CCTV images of a man
they need the public’s
help to identify as part
of an investigation into
a series of knifepoint
robberies.
Three robberies have
taken place at travel
agents in the South
Gloucestershire area in
the past few months
which the police believe are linked.
The robberies happened at stores on Regent Street,
Kingswood at 2.15pm on 7th June, in Thornbury High
Street at 5pm on 22nd October and in Downend Road,
Downend, at 3.15pm on 25th October.
In all three incidents a man, who covered his face,
threatened staff with a small knife before making off
with cash.
In the Downend incident, the offender made off across

some allotments before riding a bicycle through the
Oldbury Court area.
Police believe the man pictured may have information
which could assist their inquiry.
Anyone who recognises him is asked to call 101 and
provide the call handler with the reference
5219247579.
You can also contact the independent charity
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Road closure affects 349
bus service in Keynsham
Roadworks in Longmeadow Road and Cedar Drive have
forced the alteration of the 349 bus service around south
west Keynsham.
Abus, which operates the route for First has apologised
for the short notice, citing confusion over the notification
it received from B&NES Council. The company had
been advised that the work, due to commence on Monday
4th November was delayed. But the road restrictions
were put in place only two days later. Bristol Water are
advising that these could last for up to 17 weeks.
The 349 (as well as the two 19a services to and from
Bath) will no longer serve the two stops on Cedar Drive
or the one on Longmeadow Drive. The nearest bus stops
for those passengers are on Coronation Avenue and Lays
Drive.

Pupils discover more about
the war years in Bristol
Year 5 children at Parkwall Primary School in Cadbury
Heath visited Blaise Museum in Henbury last week.
The class have been studying what life was like in Bristol
during the Second World War, especially the impact it had
on children.
The Years 5s took part in a variety of workshops based
around aspects of childhood in wartime Britain including a
Make do and Mend session.
The children were able to handle a variety of historical

artefacts including blackout curtains, incendiary devices, gas
masks and air raid sirens. Their favourite part of the day was
dressing up as evacuees, packing a suitcase ready for
evacuation day and acting out scenes of leaving their parents
for a life in an unfamiliar place with unfamiliar people.
Teacher Katie Hinchcliffe said, “The children were taken
back into a time period we had studied in depth and were
immersed in the heart of the world of a child in wartime
Bristol.”

Concert to mark Players’
diamond anniversary
Musical theatre group St Mary’s Players, which started
at St Mary’s in Manor Road, Fishponds, are celebrating
their 60th anniversary with a concert called The Diamond
Years at the church on Thursday 21st November at 8pm.
Entrance is by programme (£5) on the door with all
proceeds going to the church organ appeal. To find out
more visit www.smpmtc.co.uk/
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Paying tribute to the fallen
Remembrance Sunday services across our area were wellattended as people of all ages honoured those who gave their
lives for their country. Here are some pictures showing ways
the day was marked.

The bollards in Barry Road, Oldland Common,
dressed for Remembrance

Warmley march

Harry Francis, life president of the Kingswood &
Hanham branch of the RBL, at Warmley
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Staple Hill Salvation Army marching

Kingswood parade

Bitton war memorial
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Chance to find out more about Film raises
awareness of
new special needs school
A public consultation meeting for people to find out more
about a new free special school opening on the site of the
old college in Soundwell takes place next week.
As we reported in Issue 600, a planning application has been
lodged with South Gloucestershire Council to knock down
around half of the existing buildings on the old campus in St
Stephen’s Road and renovate the remaining buildings for
Learn@ Multi Academy Trust’s new free school which will
cater for 136 pupils aged five to 18.
The school will serve South Gloucestershire, Bristol and
Bath & North East Somerset.
The drop-in session will be on Tuesday 19th November at St
Stephen’s Church. People are invited to come between 3pm
and 6.30pm to meet representatives from Learn@ Multi
Academy Trust and building contractors Interserve.
The specialist educational trust focuses on educating young
people who have diagnosed Social, Emotional, Mental
Health (SEMH), or Speech, Language and Communication
Needs (SLCN). It already runs specialist school academies
(Knowle DGE Academy and Notton House Academy in
Wiltshire) and two alternative provisions - St Matthias
Academy in Fishponds and Lansdown Park Academy in
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plastic pollution
Avenue Vets in Staple Hill are hosting a film night as
part of their drive to be more eco-friendly.
Vitamin Sea tells the story of Cal Major – a vet who has
paddle-boarded around the UK to raise awareness of
plastic pollution. The screening will be at Sanctuary
Church in Staple Hill on Friday 22nd November at
7.30pm. Tickets are £5, available through Eventbrite.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/y2bmnp8q

Entertainment
at festive fayre
The former college

Stockwood.
The new school at Soundwell will offer both a full academic
curriculum and a vocational curriculum. It will also include
a short-break residential provision.

There will be free entry to a Christmas fayre at
Emersons Green Village Hall on Sunday 1st December
from 10.30am to 2pm.
There will be stalls, games and a café, plus displays on
the stage and the chance for children to visit Santa’s
Grotto for which there is a charge.
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Young carers take a break
at ceramics workshop
A group of young carers recently took part
in a ceramics workshop with the Carers
Support Centre, hosted and funded by
Create Arts Charity.
This hands-on workshop gave young carers
the chance to take some much-needed time
away from their caring role and do
something creative, sociable and fun.
Young carers can struggle to keep up with
schoolwork and might suffer with anxiety
and depression. As well as workshops, the
Carers Support Centre, a charity based at the
Vassall Centre in Fishponds, offers them
trips to the cinema, theatre trips and
daytrips. They get the time and space to

Public Notice

relax, make friends and just be kids for a
while.
Carers Support Centre wants to take a group
of young carers to the pantomime this
Christmas to take a well-deserved break and
let them know how much they are
appreciated. To make a donation towards the
panto trip visit https://www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/carers-support-centrepanto-trip
Carers Support Centre provides support,
information and advice to carers of any age
living in the Bristol and South
Gloucestershire areas. Find out more about
at https://www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk

Young carers at the ceramics workshop
Credit: Tina Gue

Rising Sun joins brewery’s portfolio
The Rising Sun pub in Pensford has been acquired by St Austell Brewery.
The brewery group, which also owns Warmley-based Bath Ales, has more than 170 pubs
and hotels throughout the West Country.
Commenting on the latest addition, St Austell’s retail director Steve Worrall said: “The
Rising Sun is a really wonderful acquisition for the company and a natural fit with the
rest of our tenanted pub portfolio in the Bath and Bristol area.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Aerials

Blinds

Electrical

Foot Health

Garden Services

Carpet Fitters

Garden Services

Guttering

Appliances

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Handyman

+ VAT
Carpet Cleaning

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Architectural
Services

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

1 week = £21
2 weeks = £18.90
4 weeks = £17.85
6 weeks = £16.80
8 weeks = £15.75
12 weeks = £14.70
26 weeks = £13.65
52 weeks = £12.60

Chimney Sweeps

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Home
Maintenance

Fencing

All prices per week exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the discount
rate.
Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
30

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Pregnancy
Massage

Venue Hire

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Home Help

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Roofing

Cheap and fast

Sewing Lessons

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Logs

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance

Plastering

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Plumbers

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Skip Hire
Oven Cleaning

Windows & Doors

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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