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New council – new options for Keynsham town centre?
Will a change of control at B&NES Council result in

water main works at the bottom of Bath Hill have

Having implemented a trial one-way system so that it

any further developments to Keynsham’s town centre

focused attention once more on an issue which has

could be reversed if required, the previous Conservative

traffic management?

dominated news in the town for most of the previous

administration then consulted with local residents and

The recent temporary traffic controls associated with

council’s tenure at Bath Guildhall.

proceeded with the plan that only 23% of the public
wanted to see made permanent. Regular readers will
know that our own attempts to discover the actual
process by which the trial was subsequently and quietly
turned into a permanent traffic order were batted away
or simply ignored by the elected official responsible for
the decision. He then failed to get himself elected
earlier this month and our questions remain
unanswered.
Last week, one of the newly-elected Lib Dem
councillors for Keynsham East, Hal McFie, wrote a
letter to The Week In suggesting that the matter may
not be completely dead in the water.
Continued on page 3
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Homes plan for old
Kleeneze site a step closer

Continued from page 1
He said: “During the campaign we knocked
on thousands of doors in Keynsham East.
One message came through loud and clear:
‘I don’t go to the High Street unless I have
to. The traffic on Bath Hill is horrendous.
The one-way system made it worse. You
cannot park anywhere and the shops we used
to go to have closed.’
“We are going to try to tackle each of those
issues during our time in office.”
One of the High Street options Mr McFie
claims to be of particular interest is full
pedestrianisation outside of the rush hour
and two-way traffic at other times –
something which has existed in Chippenham
for a few years and been a Lib Dem
aspiration for Keynsham for considerably
longer.
Hal McFie also warned in his letter: “One
thing is for sure – to get any changes agreed,

we have to collect the data to prove to the
B&NES Council and the West of England
Combined Authority that things aren’t right.”
Time is certainly not on the side of the
incoming council which was due to
announce the name of its new Cabinet
member responsible for transport as we went
to print with this week’s issue.
The decision to make the one-way trial
permanent last year was partly the result of
an opportunity to bid for funding from the
West of England Combined Authority
(WECA) which had been designated but
ultimately not spent on another project.
Following another public consultation
exercise last autumn (which received just
140 responses) the previous council
submitted a bid to WECA for £1.5m to pay
for highway improvements, street furniture
and signage on the High Street. A decision is
due by the end of this month.

We understand national housing agency
Homes England has now exchanged
contracts with Tesco for the old Kleeneze
factory site in Hanham.
In March (Issue 566) we reported that
“legal issues” were holding up the sale of
the site which Tesco purchased 16 years
ago and subsequently spent years trying
to secure planning permission for a store
with 200+ free parking spaces.
The go-ahead was given in 2012 but years
went by with no work starting on the
eyesore site. At the end of 2016, after a
profits slump, Tesco said the Hanham
store was among many that it was not
going ahead with, and the site went up for
sale.
In February 2018 Homes England said it
would be working with South

Gloucestershire Council to bring forward
150 homes. A part would be retained for
employment use, but Homes England said
a shoppers’ car park wouldn’t be part of
the regeneration.

Parking
Local councillors have said they will be
lobbying to get parking for shoppers
included as traders have been affected
since Hanham Community Centre
enforced its private car park status six
years ago due to parking for its own users
being compromised.
Bernard Jackson, a local councillor and
chair of Hanham Business & Community
Partnership, told the parish council
meeting last week that traders were
“hanging on by their fingernails”.

Community meetings
are rearranged
Community Engagement Forums that had
been due to take place in Cadbury Heath
and Downend last week but were
cancelled because of being in the purdah
period for the European elections have
been rearranged.
The forum for the Oldland, North
Common, Parkwall, Willsbridge Mill and

Cherry Gardens area will now be held at
The Batch on Wednesday 3rd July from
7pm to 9pm.
And the forum for the Downend, Bromley
Heath & Emersons Green community will
take place at Downend Baptist Church in
Salisbury Road on Wednesday 10th July
from 7pm to 9pm.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

To Let
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Football club’s controversial
Controversial plans for four floodlights around the main evidence of impact.
pitch at AEK-BOCO Football Club in Hanham are being The club say they want to improve facilities to Toolstation
recommended for approval.
Western League standards, which they aspire to play at, and
The plans also include two covered 50-seater spectator areas that floodlighting would enable them to play in the Under 18
and a 1.8 metre fence around the perimeter of the main pitch. Somerset Floodlit League, while the next step for their
125 letters of objection and 240 letters of support were successful ladies team is competing in the South West
received during the consultation. Hanham Parish Council Women’s Football League.
also voiced objections.
A 21-page report prepared by South Gloucestershire Council
Residents living near the Greenbank Road ground are planning officer Patrick Jackson recommends that the plans
concerned about more noise and anti-social behaviour, light are approved. Hanham councillor June Bamford last week
pollution from the floodlights (each more than 18 metres asked that the Development Management Committee make
high), worsening traffic problems and the impact on property the decision, rather than delegating it, because of the high
values.
number of objections and because the land is leased from the
The floodlights will be as close as 15 metres in places to council, hence the need for transparency in the decisionproperties.
making process.
Supporters meanwhile say the proposals are vital for As a result, a site visit by councillors has been scheduled for
sustaining the future of the club, the lights will only be used next Friday (31st May) and a decision by the Development
for Saturday and Wednesday evenings and there has been Management Committee is expected to be taken on Thursday
scaremongering, with many
objections consisting of
unsubstantiated anecdotal
Keynsham Older People's Social Group Gardens in Bath, one of Britain’s last
(KOPS) group meet at Community at 67 remaining Georgian pleasure gardens.
in Queens Road on the first Tuesday of Book for free travel to Bath by minibus,
every month from 2pm to 4pm.
leaving from Community at 67 at 2pm and
The group enjoy a varied programme, returning to Keynsham for approximately
including visits from speakers, crafts, trips 4pm,
by
emailing
and outings.
active@ageukbanes.co.uk or calling
On 4th June they will be visiting Sydney 01225 484510.

Outing to Sydney Gardens
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plans are recommended for approval
13th June.
The report says one of the main concerns raised by objectors
is the potential increase in noise: “The environmental health
officer has outlined that complaints are likely to continue or
increase as a result of further intensification of the site.
However to date, no statutory nuisance has been
substantiated.”
The planning officer concludes that allowing the
development would not significantly worsen the existing
situation to the extent that the application should be refused
on grounds of noise pollution. He adds that “ensuring that
effective management measures are in place is considered
the most appropriate means of controlling noise impact,
rather than restricting the club from improving their
facilities”.
His report says the floodlights have been designed to create
as minimal light spill as possible and that the structures
would not result in any significant overbearing or
overshadowing impacts.
“Whilst the lit pitch would be more visible to surrounding
residents and there may be a degree of secondary glow, it is
not concluded that this would translate to an adverse impact
on living conditions. Furthermore, the lights would only be
used for a restricted period of time.
“It is noted that the proposed lighting columns, most notably
those positioned towards the northern end of the site, would
be situated in relatively close proximity to residential
properties. The proposed north-eastern floodlight would be
situated approximately 15m from the southern boundary of
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the nearest properties along Tyler Close. The north-western
floodlight would be situated roughly 21m from the boundary
of the 77 dwelling development to the north west of the site.”
The 77 homes site he refers to is still being built by Bellway
Homes.
Concerns were also raised relating to the ability of local
residents to access the whole of the Greenbank playing field
site. The report says: “It is acknowledged that the provision
of fencing would restrict access to the main sports pitch.
However, it has been outlined as part of the submission that
the access gates situated at several points around the
perimeter of the pitch would only be locked shut during
Toolstation Western League matches as this is a league
requirement. During all other times, the gates would be
locked open as to allow public access on to and across the
pitch.”
AEK-BOCO have also taken over management and

maintenance of the council’s sites at Tenniscourt Road and
Fisher Road in Kingswood and an assessment by the
council’s Community Spaces Team published earlier this
year indicated that the Tennis Court Road playing field could
be “a more appropriate site for a Level 6 football pitch due
to its size and location”.
However, the planning officer says in his report that on the
basis that “no unacceptable socio-environmental harm” has
been identified at Greenbank Road site, it would be
“unreasonable” to request that the main pitch with associated
facilities are relocated to another site.
He also says that the predicted impact on house prices around
the Greenbank Road ground has “no bearing” on the
assessment of the planning application.
Even if the committee decides to grant consent next month,
the council will then have to decide, in its role as landlord,
whether to allow AEK-BOCO to implement it.
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Fallen firefighter Fleur is
honoured in train naming
Fleur Lombard, the first female firefighter to die on duty
in peacetime Britain, was named on a new Intercity
Express Train in Bristol last week.
One of only eight women among Avon’s 700 firefighters at
that time, 21-year-old Fleur Lombard died on 4th February
1996 fighting a blaze started by an arsonist at Leo’s
supermarket in Staple Hill.
She was nominated as part of Great Western Railway’s 100
Great Westerners by Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy MP
who said: “I am really pleased that GWR is paying this
tribute to the bravery of Fleur Lombard, who tragically lost
her life in the line of duty. Public service often goes
unrecognised, and Fleur made the ultimate sacrifice, while
doing her job. This will help ensure that her bravery is not
forgotten.
“I hope the naming of this train will also act as an opportunity
to reflect upon the commitment, dedication and courage of
all our firefighters, who continue to risk their own lives to
protect their local communities, as we saw most recently in
response to the large fire in Speedwell.”
The naming ceremony took place in front of members of
family, friends and fire service colleagues at Temple Meads
last Tuesday.
Kathryn Osmond, whose name is on the other end of the
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Fleur Lombard’s parents Roger & Jane

train, worked as a paramedic for the South Western
Ambulance Service NHS Foundation (SWAST) for 16 years
and passed away on her 41st birthday in 2017 after a battle
with melanoma.
GWR’s commercial development director Matthew Golton

said “It is an honour that we are here today to name a train
in Fleur’s memory, and alongside Kathryn Osmond, are able
to mark our emergency services, not only here in Bristol but,
as this train continues its own duties, across the Great
Western network that we serve.”
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Cracking down on bad parking
in Bitton and Longwell Green
People are being consulted about proposals to crack
down on obstructive and inconsiderate parking in Bitton
and Longwell Green.
Following concerns, double yellow lines are proposed for
more than 20 roads within the Bitton ward to improve safety
and visibility for all road users and pedestrians, says South
Gloucestershire Council.
They include Church Road, where vehicles regularly
completely block pavements and also park on the junction
with the main road through the village, ignoring the advisory
white ‘keep clear’ markings. No waiting restrictions are also
proposed on part of the High Street and Bath Road and on
Willsbridge Hill.
A one-hour limited waiting bay on the A4175 access road to

Woman hurt in
pole crash which
knocked out power
Avon Fire & Rescue crews from Kingswood and Hicks
Gate stations were called to a collision involving a
vehicle and electricity pole on the A431 between Bitton
and Swineford shortly before 6pm last (Monday 13th
May).
A woman was taken to hospital by ambulance crews.
Police were also in attendance and the area was cordoned
due to the damaged electricity pole which left some local
homes and businesses without power for a time.

The Week in • Wednesday 22nd May 2019

the marina at Keynsham, which falls within the Bitton ward,
is also proposed as part of the review to enable sufficient
parking availability for customers wishing to visit the local
businesses.
The proposed scheme also includes changing some school
keep clear markings to double yellow lines.
The 25 affected roads are the A4175 access road to the
marina, Bath Road, Aubrey Meads, Baron Close, Caldicot
Close, Cherry Gardens, Cherry Garden Lane, Cherry Garden
Road, Church Road, Corfe Place, Edwin Short Close, Golden
Valley Lane, Harlech Way, High Street, Kenilworth Drive,
Keynsham Road, Lodge Drive, Oakhill Avenue, Oakleigh
Gardens, Pendock Close, Pines Road, St Fagans Court, St
Annes Drive, Willsbridge Hill and Withington Close.
The closing date for comments is 4th June. To take part in
the consultation there is an online questionnaire to fill out on
the council’s website (search under ‘Consultations’) but if
you don’t have internet access and would like to receive a
paper copy, call 01454 864673.
Meanwhile in Longwell Green, where an earlier parking
review scheme was implemented, additional measures have
been drawn up affecting 11 roads.
It is proposed to implement double yellow lines at various
junctions to improve visibility, as well as at locations that
will improve traffic flow. The proposals include converting
existing advisory white keep clear markings to no waiting at
any time restrictions, and a change in the restricted times for
the Longwell Primary School keep clear markings.
The following roads are affected by the proposed scheme:
Bath Road, Bakersfield, Beaumont Close, Court Farm Road,
Ellacombe Road, Grangeville Close, Larksleaze Road, Long

Vehicles regularly park on the junction of Church
Road and the main A431 in Bitton

Beach Road, Penngrove, Shellards Road and Stratton Place.
To have your say before the 7th June deadline there is a
questionnaire on the council’s website. If you do not have
access to the internet and wish to receive a paper copy of the
information and questionnaire to complete, call 01454
863958.
Subject to the comments received during the consultations
and public advertisements, the proposals for both schemes
will be implemented during the 2020/21 financial year.
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Police step up
patrols on the
Railway Path
The Staple Hill beat team have been
increasing their patrols along the Bristol
& Bath Railway Path after an increase in
anti-social behaviour and reports of
motorcycles being used.
Staple Hill councillor Ian Boulton has
thanked people for continuing to report
incidents: “Your support enables our local
beat team to target their resources where we
need it.
“You can report any incident of crime or
anti-social behaviour by phoning 101. In an
emergency or if a crime is in progress you
should always phone 999.”
People will have the chance to meet the
policing team and talk about any issues of
concerns, as well as getting crime prevention
advice, this Saturday (25th May) from
10.30am to 11.30am at Kingswood Leisure
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Centre in Church Road, and at the same
venue on Thursday 6th June from 6pm to
7pm.

Mid-summer wine
tasting at heritage
railway station
The third Midsummer Wine Festival will
be taking place at Avon Valley Railway at
Bitton on Friday 21st June.
There will again be an extensive selection
of South Western English wines, as well
as locally produced cheeses from Bath
Soft Cheese, and locally produced gins
and liqueurs. Currently confirmed
producers include Dunleavy, Aldwick;
Camel Valley,
Oatley; Wraxall,
Yearlstone, Three Choirs and Sharpham;
other vineyards will also be present.
Waitrose are also supporting the event and
will be presenting 12 English wines from
their range, with their cheese department
presenting a wide variety of English
cheeses from further afield.
Roger Eynon, the event’s organiser, said,

“English wine has become more popular
in recent years and this will be a unique
opportunity to taste a really wide selection
of English still and sparkling wines.
“We’ll be presenting wines from all over
the country including those from the
South West. I’m hoping the event will
give others the chance to appreciate how
good English wine now is.”
The event will take place from 6pm to
9pm with tickets costing £15 (early
booking is advised as numbers are
limited) to include tastings of wine and
cheese. The station’s buffet will be open
serving hot and cold food too.
Again the proceeds of the event will go to
the railway trust's vision of extending the
line to Bath.
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Open day at
Kingswood Fire Station

50th anniversary
for local Douglas
motorbike riders
This year's Douglas Motorbike Rally and
Cavalcade will take place on Sunday 26th
May with Kingswood Heritage Museum
in Warmley again the venue.
The day is expected to attract riders from all
over the country and is especially significant
for the Bristol Section of the Douglas Club,
because it's the 50th anniversary of its
founding.
The world-famous Douglas bikes were built
in Kingswood from 1907 to 1957. Some
25,000 were constructed for military use in
the First World War. Kingswood Heritage
Museum has a major exhibit featuring the
marque, including one of the machines
designed for wartime despatch riders.
The bikes were regular entrants in time trials,
including the 1925 London-Exeter run in this
picture, and winners of the Isle of Man TT

Kingswood Fire Station in Tenniscourt Road
threw open its doors on Saturday,
showcasing how firefighters keep local
communities safe.
The open day focused on risk reduction and
how everyone can play a part in making
safety a key part of their daily lives through
a range of activities and demonstrations.
Firefighters from Avon Fire & Rescue
Service (AF&RS) took part in several
demonstrations, including road traffic
collision, urban search and rescue with

races.
Bill Douglas, great-grandson of the founder
of the firm, said: “It is always a stirring sight
to see the bikes in action, and we expect a
big turnout around the area to watch the
cavalcade.”
The line-up opens at 11am, and the run along one of the former bike testing circuits
via the Chew Valley - begins at noon.
Kingswood Heritage Museum is open on
Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm
to 5pm, and on bank holiday weekends
(including Mondays) from 11am to 5pm.
It is located in the former Champion Brass
Works, at Tower Lane, Warmley, BS30 8XT,
just off Avon Ring Road (Cadbury Heath
exit). Buses 19, 19A, 42 and 43 stop nearby.
Refreshments are available from the
museum's Windmill cafe.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Buddy the dog, and the turntable ladder.
They were also on hand to show off some of
the fire engines and rescue
equipment, along with
answering any questions
around fire safety and
basic
demonstrating
lifesaving skills.
Visitors were able to get
involved with various
activities and had an
opportunity to speak to
firefighters on the front
line about their role.
There was a collection in
aid of the Fire Fighters
Charity.

Pictures: AF&RS

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 26th May

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Kingswood welcomes you –
and your car
Dear Stephen
I am sure that Kingswood businesses would
have been pleased to hear that Mrs Venn
shops in Kingswood so frequently, but
disappointed that her letter you published in
Issue 576 gives the impression that
Kingswood parking is difficult and
expensive.
As with all South Gloucestershire car parks,
parking in Cecil Road is free for two hours,
and contrary to what Mrs Venn said, parking
in the large Lidl car park is also free for two
hours. There is also a small free car park in
Boultons Lane, and many bays around the
Regent Street area with parking for shorter
visits. For longer stays, the Kings Chase car
park might not be free, but it is convenient
and not expensive. Kingswood welcomes
you – and your car.
Like many small town High Streets,
Kingswood has to work hard to maintain a
good range of shops and services that can
serve the local community and attract
visitors from further afield. New businesses
are coming to Kingswood, and progress
(albeit rather slow) is being made to improve
our eyesore buildings.
Local businesses and councillors are looking
forward to seeing more details of what the
recently announced ‘Love Our High Streets’
initiative will do for Kingswood, and hope
to help shape the investment decisions that
come from that.
Kim Scudamore
Acting Secretary
Kingswood Business Association

I’ve always acted in
Saltford’s best interests
Dear Stephen
In response to the anonymous Saltford
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resident, I can assure him or her that after
serving Saltford for about seven years on the
residents’ association and 16 years on the
parish council, of which I was chairman for
nine years, I feel that I have done enough for
the village in that role and did not stand at
the last election.
Interestingly, during my chairmanship, the
parish council managed a small reduction
in parish council tax, whereas I see my
current Saltford PC council tax bill increases
by a greater percentage than the B&NES
bill.
So I was glad to see the Chris Warren
comment that Saltford PC have and will
hopefully continue to oppose the attempts by
B&NES to transfer liabilities and costs to the
parish.
This could be reinforced if the new Saltford
councillors could find a space to include it in
their new policy documents.
I wish to make clear that I do not belong to
any political party or pressure group but have
tried to act in what I consider the best
interests of Saltford.
With regard to parish council or residents’
association? From my experience, having
been involved with both, the effectiveness is
more dependent on the individuals involved
than the structure.
The disadvantage of the parish council is that
it can raise money to pay for things that
B&NES should pay for. From the voting of
an electorate of 3,400, who each had 11
votes, the highest vote for anyone was 1,074,
one was elected with only 590. Only 12
persons stood for the 11 seats. The council
should consider a vote on its continuing, if
that is the turnout for local elections. The
City of Bath seems to survive very well
without a city council, helped by our
financial contribution.
Reg Williams
Saltford

Have the courage of your
convictions
Dear Stephen
I refer to ‘A Saltford Resident’s’ response to
Mr Williams’ comments on the Saltford
Parish Council. This person takes issue with
Mr Williams’ views and this is perfectly
acceptable – free speech is still our right
(mostly!).
What is not acceptable is unsubstantiated
speculation of a derogatory nature, under the
cloak of anonymity. ‘A Saltford Resident’
should think carefully before making such an
attack, and have the courage of their
convictions by providing us with his/her
name.
Robert Blatchford
Saltford

Paying the price for my
parking offence
Dear Stephen
Back in November, I was a bit late driving a
mentally ill relative to the Royal United
Hospital in Bath for an eye appointment.
First time I’d been. Got lost. Ended up
behind the building I was looking for. Said
to my agitated passenger, ‘I’ll park here for
a minute, take you to the right department,
then come back and go to a proper parking
space.’ Which I did.
Week later got a letter and a picture of my
little Micra from a company called
ParkingEye. (What an Orwellian name!)
I’d over-stayed a very short-term parking
space by 10 minutes. ‘£80 fine, but we’ll
sacrifice half our profit if you pay now.’
(how else can you interpret the words of a
private company hired to ‘fine’ you!)
Cravenly,
I
pleaded
mitigating
circumstances. These were not even
mentioned in the company’s refusal.
With cock-eyed optimism, I appealed to the

appropriate body ‘POPLA’ who turned me
down on the same grounds, i.e. there was
irrefutable proof that I had committed a
parking offence. ‘Sorry, beyond our remit to
take mitigating circumstances into account.’
This hint of possible further action took me
to the Citizens Advice Bureau. A very nice
volunteer told me an anecdote showing that
even an ‘errant’ lawyer couldn’t beat the
system! So forget it, Mr Iles. The fixed
penalty system is.an algorithm, inhuman,
unbeatable.
George Orwell said it was Big Brother. The
state. But here the state has hired a private
firm to do the dirty work – and so-say save
money at the same time.
It’s a very efficient system. No faffing
around. Austerity writ large. And
privatisation works!
Brian Iles
Hanham

The real danger for our
National Health Service
Dear Sir
The NHS is suffering, there is a growing
major shortage of GP doctors and dentists,
hospital specialists and staff. Previously
people from the EU helped fill those gaps but
now with the chronic uncertainty, many have
left.
The decline in the value of the pound and the
constantly fluctuating exchange rate may suit
and benefit the Brexiteer millionaire
speculators, but it has forced many skilled
medical staff to return home to Continental
Europe.
Now Nigel Farage talks of giving the NHS
to American health care companies after
Brexit. These companies already hold many
sick and disabled US citizens to ransom. The
average cost of health insurance for a family
in the USA is $28,000 a year (around
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LETTERS
£22,000). Drugs are deliberately more
expensive, and medical treatments can
plunge families deep into debt for
years.
Yet the United States has the highest
level of maternal mortality (deaths of
expectant women) in the industrialised
world, 20-50% of those deaths being
regarded as being preventable! US
healthcare is rated the most expensive
in the world with worst outcomes than
almost any other developed country!
The so called Brexit Party is a limited
company, with no actual members, no
manifesto and no published policies.
Farage and his big pal, Donald Trump,
want a Brexit which puts the NHS and
British Food standards in the hands of
US Big Business.
AP Milroy

Dog owners are
branded ‘irresponsible’
Dear Editor
I wish to comment on the ever
annoying issue about dog poo which is
not picked up, in particular along the
footpath along the edge of the
Keynsham Marina, going down the
river from the Lock Keeper public
house.
I am disgusted and appalled by the
irresponsible dog owners who do not
pick up their dogs’ poo. I have reported
the issue to the local authority and the
marina’s customer services.
Name & address supplied

Beware of ‘Amazon’
scam
Dear Sir
Having just returned from holiday, this
morning I had the dubious pleasure of

five ‘nuisance’ calls. One in particular
was new to me and caused me initial
alarm until I realised what it was. I
though your readers might be interested
and be forewarned that it is a scam.
The caller purported to be from
Amazon and they, Amazon, had
received an order from a Mr James
Thompson to purchase a smartphone
on my account. (I do not have an
account with Amazon). Would I
confirm that I has placed such an order?
(No).
Amazon had sent me an email to which
I had not replied, just check my inbox.
(No email).
Oh dear, then would I confirm my
account details, so that they know who
I say I am. (Alarm bells ringing loud
and clear).
I am a pensioner and thought I was
reasonably savvy, but it wasn’t until I
was asked for account details I realised
what was happening.
So readers, be warned and aware these
scoundrels are out there.
Joyce Stone

Did you lose some cash
in Keynsham?
Dear Stephen
One day during the last week I saw
someone drop money notes as he
walked in Keynsham. I tried to catch up
with the person to give it back, but
unfortunately didn’t manage to. I would
like to reunite this person with their
money.
If you think it could be yours please
email
The
Week
In
admin@theweekin.co.uk - with the day,
time, where, a brief description of
yourself and how much you lost. Then
if I think it is your money, I will return
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it.
If I don’t hear anything, I will be giving
it to charity.
Name & address supplied

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We
aim to produce a balanced and
accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in
full but reserve the right to shorten or
clarify the contents or to refuse
publication. Please try to keep letters
under 300 words and supply your full
name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and
district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible
under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should
arrive at our offices no later than
9.00am on the Monday of each
week.
E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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‘New estate would help us deliver a
better bus service for Lyde Green’
Bus firm Stagecoach is backing the plans to build almost
400 homes on a 30-acre site next to the M4, east of Lyde
Green.
Writing to South Gloucestershire Council in support of
Edward Ware Homes’ scheme on land safeguarded to meet
future development needs, the bus firm’s head of strategic
development Nick Small says: “Stagecoach West wishes to
support the application. This something we do only very
rarely.”
He explains: “The proposals would serve to help deliver a
much more convenient bus service to the wider area at Lyde
Green, whether operated by ourselves or indeed any other
operator as they can help to facilitate a much more rational
and efficient bus circulation with the allocation but also

connecting beyond it towards Yate as well as Bristol.
“This has still further relevance as the service we currently
operate in the area is run under contracts to your council.
However, we believe that with the delivery of an appropriate
bus access and movement strategy that in effect achieves and
indeed improves upon the circulation strategy that the larger
development to the west was obligated to provide but has not
yet effected.
“A more attractive bus service and therefore a much more
viable one could be provided. This would have a great many
merits, both in achieving a greatly higher bus mode share
from this and the wider area, thereby damping demand for
single-occupancy car journeys and reducing the burden of
bus service subsidy on the council in the medium to longer

term.”
As we reported in Issue 571 last month, noise and air
pollution concerns have been raised in relation to the 398home estate which developers want to build on an
agricultural site to the east of Henfield Road. There are also
concerns from Historic England about the impact on the
ancient Lyde Green Common and the setting of the Grade
II* listed Lyde Green Farmhouse.
Both Pucklechurch Parish Council and neighbouring
Emersons Green Town Council have raised concerns about
traffic and access, including a proposed route crossing a
section of the common where access has not been agreed.
The planning application says that any common land
acquired to accommodate the proposed transport loop would
be reallocated within the new development.
The plans are currently being considered by South Glos
planners and a decision is due next month.

Land around Lyde Green Farmhouse has been earmarked for 398 homes

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

2. Disentangle (7)

1. Tramp (4)

7. Dappled horse (4)

2. Single entity (4)

8. Carbamide (4)

3. Bacon slice (6)

9. Abuses (7)

4. Bravery (6)

10. Price (4)

5. Craving (4)

12. Horse's gait (4)

6. Blocking vote (4)

15. Blood ingredient (5) 10. Conceal (5,2)
17. Church officer (6)

11. Exceed (7)

18. Distant (6)

13. Cockerel (7)

19. Harvested (6)

14. By that means (7)

21. Cutting tool (6)

15. Cut off (5)

22. Mass meeting (5)

16. Clemency (5)

23. Mail (4)

20. Tuberous plant (6)

26. Military force (4)

21. Floodgate (6)

28. ------- Wilberforce,
anti-slavery
pioneer (7)

24. Wild party (4)

29. Citrus fruit (4)

27. Humble (4)

30. Mountain goat (4)
31. Enterprising (2-5)
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Stagecoach says the proposals will help improve
services in the Lyde Green area

25. Small branch (4)
26. In the middle of (4)

Rogue trader
alert in Saltford
In the most recent incident of rogue traders operating
within our area, a resident of Claverton Road West in
Saltford responded to a leaflet that was put through the
door and engaged a company to do some work.
The resident paid £100 to have their guttering and patio
cleaned, along with some other general gardening work.
Not only was the work of poor quality, the company
broke some of the roof tiles while washing the roof and
also damaged patio furniture.
Police remind residents to only use traders that have been
recommended by a trusted friend, relative or neighbour.
Ask for a written quote and never pay for any work in
cash.
Be wary of any cold callers offering services, as you have
no guarantee of the quality of their work, and the cost
can often increase rapidly from the original price they
have given.
All companies should be able to provide a registered
business address.
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Stockwood Open Space, one of the nature sites in
the project

Ukulele band raise
funds for air
ambulance charity
Oldland Ukers, a group of ukulele players
who rehearse at Oldland Village Club,
began in August 2017 following a chance
meeting, and since then the numbers have
grown from four to nine.
They perform at many care homes, as well
as at events for causes including St Peter’s
Hospice, Southmead Hospital, Dementia UK
and most recently the Great Western Air
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Ambulance Charity for which their event
earlier this month at Oldland Village Club
raised £520
The band meet every Monday at the club in
West Street at 8.30pm to rehearse and
welcome new members, or you can follow
where they are performing on Facebook –
search for Oldland Ukers. They play the hits
of the 1950s to the present day.
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Keynsham Life
Saving Club gets
ready for summer
Keynsham Life Saving Club is gearing up for the summer
with six instructors having just qualified to provide
safety cover for the club’s popular open-water training
sessions.
The club will be running a series of open-water training
sessions in the River Avon at Saltford in June and July. These
sessions will give club members the opportunity to put their
lifesaving skills to the test in a real-life environment,
supervised by an experienced team of instructors.
Members will learn how to spot hazards and stay safe in open
water. They will also learn communication skills and handsignals, and get to use specialised rescue equipment, such as
throw-bags and paddle boards.
Club chairman David ‘Blondie’ Fielding said: “The
instructors at Keynsham Life Saving Club are a fantastic
bunch – really positive and dedicated. When I first suggested
running open-water training sessions three years ago they
leapt at the chance and the sessions just keep getting better.
With this new qualification we’ll be able to continue running
these events safely for years to come.”
For more information about Keynsham Life Saving Club
(including their range of Rookie Lifeguard courses, senior

awards and open-water training) visit www.klsc.co.uk or
contact chairman@klsc.co.uk

Invitation to
the Catch
Up Café in
Fishponds
The Catch Up Café is run by Friends Ageing Better
(Age UK Bristol), a community of people aged 50+
who come together once a week and share what is
happening locally.
Join them for a warm cuppa and a friendly chat at the
Kingfisher Café on Straits Parade every Thursday in
June from 10.30am until noon, starting on 6th June. Get
yourself a free cup of tea, bring a friend and you both
get a free piece of cake!
The Catch Up Café is also supported by The Care
Forum and Carers Support Centre.
Sessions are lively and fun, and you get to find out
about other things happening in your local area and sign
up for freebies and discounts in local shops.
If you need transportation to attend, it can be arranged
free of charge. For more information contact Silvia or
Clare
on
0117
4404301
or
email
fab@ageukbristol.org.uk
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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RUN
FAMILY SS
BUSINE

EST.

1999
®

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade, Gloucester Rd,
Bristol BS7 8AL

9.59/10

Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
The Week in • Wednesday 22nd May 2019

Olympian inspires
young hockey players

Hundreds enjoy
Hanham Common Fayre
Hanham Common Fayre provided plenty of entertainment
last Saturday for hundreds of visitors.
The weather stayed mainly dry for the traditional event which
included a fun dog show, a variety of stalls and entertainment
for children including bouncy castles, a Punch and Judy show
and face painting.
There was a welcome seat plus tea and cake provided by
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GB hockey player and Olympic gold medallist Crista
Cullen visited Wellsway Sports Centre in Keynsham
last Monday (13th) to run a hockey masterclass.
Crista attended the Keynsham Hockey Club Academy
session, going through some important techniques and
skills and leading the session alongside Academy coach
Rod Naughalty.
She spent time with them as a group and also gave
members great one-to-one coaching points.
Richard May, KHC Academy coordinator and organiser
of the event, said "We are very grateful to Crista for
coming to visit us. It was a fantastic opportunity for lots
of our Academy players to be coached by a former GB
Olympic gold medallist.
“I’m sure that her visit will stay in their memories and
will hopefully inspire them to continue their hockey
playing for many years to come.”

local churches.
One attraction which enthralled all generations was a display
by local BMX rider Del Shepherd. Del can regularly be seen
at Hengrove Skatepark. He has attended competitions
nationwide and later this year will be competing in Germany.
The annual fayre is organised by Hanham Abbots Parish
Council.
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Hanham school continues to improve
Ofsted’s third monitoring inspection of Hanham Woods
Academy since the school was rated as Inadequate has
found it is taking effective action towards the removal of
special measures.
The school, which is part of the Cabot Learning Federation,
got the worst possible rating in all key areas in October 2017
but has been making improvements and the latest report,
which was published on Friday, highlights that the
predicted intake for Year 7 in September is “healthy” and that
parents are increasingly choosing to send their children to
the school.
During the most recent inspection, the inspectors scrutinised
four areas they said are central to the school’s success – the
progress of the most able, the progress of disadvantaged
pupils, school leaders’ efforts to improve attendance and the
standard of literacy.
They found school leaders have been working with teachers
and pupils to raise expectations of what pupils can achieve.
In the past, expectations of the most able pupils were lower
than in other schools but there have been significant
improvements. All pupils, including the most able pupils,
are now being set work that encourages them to stop and
think.
The report says leaders are monitoring the quality of teaching
robustly and have made significant improvements to
provision for disadvantaged pupils, while the improvement
in attendance has been “a success story” this year.
Teachers have continued to raise their expectations of pupils,
who behave well in their classes. The use of sanctions, such
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as removal from lessons and exclusion, has dropped “very
significantly”.
However, leaders’ efforts to tackle low standards of literacy
have not yet had the impact they want: “The one area where
standards are not improving fast enough is literacy. Pupils

are not consistently receiving the help they need to be able
to express themselves well in writing. This is holding them
back from achieving more,” the inspectors said,
The school has said that literacy will continue to be its main
focus for improvement.

Afternoon tea raises more than £1,200
A special afternoon tea held at St Mary’s Church in Bitton
on Saturday in aid of Bath Royal United Hospital’s
Forever Friends Appeal raised £1,268.
It was organised by Bitton residents Pam Hacker and
Marlene Gallop who have previously held events to raise
money for Macmillan Cancer Support.
The appeal was chosen this year because retired nurse
Marlene, who has had facial surgery at the Bristol Royal
Infirmary, has undergone radiotherapy at the RUH and
built a close bond with the staff. The RUH was also the
hospital where she did her nurse’s training.
Lynn Hows, a senior sister in the Facial Surgery and
Orthodontics Unit, was a special guest at the afternoon tea.
There was musical entertainment from flautists Jenny
Harris and Liz Wilson, and pianists Natalie Morton and
Owen Cole.
Our picture shows from left, Marlene, Lynn & Pam with
Ivy Thomas who won the competition to guess the name
of the Forever Friends teddy
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Situations Vacant

New book about
Whitchurch Village
Whitchurch Local History Society has just published a
new book called ‘Whitchurch Village Memories – A
Third Collection’.
This 56-page A4-size book on quality paper is the third
volume of memories of Whitchurch life contributed by
current or recent residents of 20th century village life,
supplemented with colour and black-and-white
illustrations.
The book sells at £5 – contact the secretary Geoff
Gardiner on 01275 830869 or at geoff@the
gardiners.org.uk for more information or to place an
order.

Charity music festival
Ronald McDonald House Bristol, an independent charity
which provides free accommodation and support to families
of critically ill children receiving care at the Bristol Royal
Hospital for Children, is organising a fundraising festival at
Old Down Country Park near Tockington on Saturday 1st
June. The festival in the walled garden is from noon to 6pm
and bands will be performing throughout the day, including
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The Angry Badgers, Ellie Moonshine & The Prohibition
Band, The Fab Twins, Bartie Joyce, The Hogranch, Jack
Skuse and Nightlarks. There will be stalls, food and a bar,
crafts, games, play equipment and a tombola.
To book tickets online visit Eventbrite RMHB Fest 2019.
Festival-goers will also have access to the rest of the park.
Free field parking will be available.
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Gardening

The flower power of Amsterdam
I was very fortunate to be able to go to
Amsterdam with my friend at the end of
April this year.
A couple of years ago we went to an open
garden event in Weston village, near Bath. We
were talking to a man in one of the gardens and
he told us about Keukenhof gardens and
Aalsmeer (the largest flower marketplace in the
world) in Amsterdam. These were the two main
reasons for our visit. At gardening club we have
heard different speakers talking and showing
photos of Amsterdam.
We planned to visit Keukenhof gardens on our
first day in Amsterdam. It was a warm sunny
day and we made our way to the gardens by
bus. The flower displays in the gardens were
spectacular, including tulips, daffodils and
hyacinths. We could see different colour
schemes in every direction, giving plenty of
opportunities for photographs. This year is the
70th anniversary of the gardens. There is a
different theme each year and this year it is
‘Flower Power’. The gardens attract thousands
of people of different age groups from all over
the world.
The flower stalls in the streets of Amsterdam
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were very colourful and the smell was amazing.
It was lovely to see window boxes and the
wisteria gave a colourful display to many of the
houses.
We went to Aalsmeer by bus early in the
morning as we had to be there by 7am. We
observed the hustle and bustle of the workers
in the warehouse from the visitors’ gallery.
Information boards were provided to enable us
to follow the auction process and we were able
to watch an auction through the viewing
window. I will never forget my holiday in
Amsterdam and look forward to buying my
tulip bulbs in the autumn.
Downend Horticultural Society meet on the
second Thursday of the month all year. Come
and share your gardening ideas and learn from
each other. Our next meeting is on Thursday
13th June at 7.30pm at The Assembly Hall,
Salisbury Road, Downend. The topic is ‘A
Year-Long Walk in Woodchester Park’
(Gloucestershire).
For further details call Roger Davis on 0117
9571703 or Hilary Walton on 0117 9792832.
Charlotte Hill
Downend Horticultural Society

Keukenhof gardens
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Bikes
stolen
A pushbike was stolen from a
garden shed in Stephen Drive,
Barrs Court, during the night of
Sunday 5th May. The door was
forced to gain entry.
And another bike was stolen
that night from the back garden
of a home on Handford Way,
Longwell Green. It is thought
the culprit climbed the garden
fence before cutting through the
security chain. If you have any
information regarding these
incidents, contact the police on
101.
Alternatively
call
Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.

Bike security events
at Bitton Station
A bike security event at Bitton Station on Sunday 12th
May saw the police helping almost 200 people mark and
register their bikes on the free national scheme to protect
them from theft.
Another BikeRegister marking event was taking place
today (Wednesday) at the station, which is right next to
the Bristol & Bath Railway Path used by hundreds of
cyclists each day.
Getting your bike security marked and registered is a
visible deterrent to bike thieves. They know that if they
are caught in possession of a registered bike, the rightful
owner can be traced and they will be arrested.
You can find out more at https://www.bikeregister.com/
There is also information about bike security on the
Avon & Somerset police website.

Bereavement
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CCTV image released in
hunt for Subway robber
Police have issued a CCTV image of a
man they want to trace following a
robbery at the Subway store in Fishponds
Road, Bristol.
At about 7.55pm on Friday 26th April an
employee was threatened by a man who
came into the store. The victim handed the
man a quantity of cash from the till and
their phone was also taken.
The man in the image is described as
white, aged between 20 and 30, about 5ft
10in and slim, with short light brown hair
with red highlights. He was wearing a
black jacket and a baseball cap.
If you have any information call 101 and

give the call handler the reference number
5219091470.

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where
you can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 20th May).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Charlton Road, Charlton
Park, Albert Road, Queens Road,
Chandag Road and the B3116 Wellsway;
in Saltford on the A4 Bath Road and
Norman Road; on the A431 Kelston
Road; at Pensford on the A37 Pensford
Hill and Pensford Old Road; on the A39
at Marksbury and Farmborough.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington
Road, Talbot Road and Wick Road; in St
George on Beaufort Road, Nags Head

Hill, Air Balloon Road and the Kingsway;
in Fishponds on Snowdon Road and
Thicket Avenue; in Hengrove on the A37
Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove Way,
Cadogan Road and Petherton Road; in
Whitchurch on Hazelbury Road and
Whitchurch Lane; in Stockwood on
Stockwood Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road
and in Hanham on Abbots Road; on the
A431 Bath Road at Swineford; in Oldland
on Mill Lane; on the A420 in Wick and
Warmley; on the B4465 near Shortwood
Hill; in Kingswood on Court Road and
Tenniscourt Road.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Local history volunteers Julian Baldwin, left, and Steve Carroll, right, with
Stephanie and David Bailey, owners of Collingwood

Care home residents in
oral history project
Residents of Collingwood care home in
Longwell Green are taking part in an oral
history project to record their memories.
Volunteers from the West of England Oral
History
Partnership
have
visited
Collingwood to talk to some of the people
living there about their lives and are
planning to return to collect some of their
memories for posterity.
As part of the project the history group set
up a touring exhibition in one of the lounges
at Collingswood recently, showcasing the
historical research project ‘Tales of the
Vales’.
The Lottery-funded community project
collected living memories of Lower Severn
Vale Levels, helping to preserve the area’s
heritage and allow future generations to

understand and appreciate it.
Altogether volunteers interviewed nearly 50
people from a wide variety of background in
the area, including fishermen and farmers to
nuclear engineers and bridge builders.
The exhibition has an accompanying book
with CD. To find out more visit
https://www.aforgottenlandscape.org.uk/
Stephanie Bailey, who runs Collingswood
with her husband Dr David Bailey, is also
chair of Bitton Parish History Group, one of
whose main aims is to preserve and make
accessible the rich local history of Bitton,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Swineford, Upton Cheyney, Beach and
Willsbridge. The group hope to learn how to
carry out oral history interviews as a result
of the Collingwood project.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Garden Services

House
Clearance

Driveways

Aerials

Home
Maintenance
Foot Health

Builders
Electrical

Garden Services

Appliances

Guttering

Carpet Cleaning

Locksmiths

Architectural
Services

Fencing
An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

£21.00

+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Plumbers

Plumbers

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Skip Hire

Painting
& Decorating

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

1 week - £21
Removals

2 weeks - £18.90

Tile Services

4 wk - £17.85
Wifi

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Plastering

All prices per week
exc VAT

Roofing
Venue Hire

Windows & Doors
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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