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Tesco trials plastic packaging recycling at local stores
Tesco stores in Keynsham, Brislington and Staple Hill
are among just 10 in the country taking part in a
pioneering new recycling trial of previously
unrecyclable plastics.
As the retailer steps up the war on plastic, customers will

Also in this
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be able to return crisp packets, sweet wrappers, plastic
film, pet food pouches and any plastic bag to collection
points at the trial stores. These types of plastics are not
collected by local authorities at the kerbside.
The trial is being run by Swindon-based recycling
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specialist Recycling Technologies to stop the hardest to
recycle soft plastics from going to waste. They have
developed and patented a process to turn waste plastic
back into oil, Plaxx® – a material which can then be used
in the manufacture of new plastic.
Tesco’s director of quality, Sarah Bradbury, said:
“Reducing and recycling plastics is such an important
issue for us, for customers and for the future of our planet.
That’s why we are working hard to reduce the amount of
packaging in our stores and have committed that all
remaining packaging will be recyclable by 2025.
“Our trial with Recycling Technologies will make even
more of our packaging recyclable and help us reach our
target. This technology could be the final piece of the
jigsaw for the UK plastic recycling industry.”
WWF UK’s sustainable materials specialist, Paula Chin,
said: “It’s great to see Tesco running this innovative trial
offering customers an easy way to recycle more and waste
less.
Continued on page 3
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Tesco trials plastic packaging
recycling at local stores
Continued from page 1
“From our local beaches to the remote Arctic, plastic is
choking our oceans and killing wildlife. Eight million tonnes
are dumped into our seas every year – killing turtles, fish,
whales and birds. While we can all do our bit by reducing the
plastic we buy and embracing reusable items, we need
producers, businesses and governments to face their
responsibilities too.”
Currently 83% of all Tesco’s packaging is recyclable. Should
this soft plastics collection be rolled out to all Tesco stores,
it is estimated that it will be possible to recycle around 90%
of Tesco’s own label packaging – the equivalent of 65,000
additional tonnes of plastic being put to good use every year.
Keynsham Plastic Re-Action, a group of local people
concerned about the overuse of plastic packaging, who have
staged flash-mob anti-plastic protests at supermarkets
including Tesco in Keynsham, are giving the trial a cautious
welcome:
On their Facebook page they say: “At last there will be
somewhere for that tricky film plastic to go.
“But remember that making packaging ‘recyclable’ is not the
same as it being recycled. Rates are low, we need to move
away from using plastics.”
The 10 Tesco stores taking part in the trial are:
• Keynsham Superstore
• Bristol Brislington Extra
• Bristol Staple Hill Metro
• Bristol East Extra at Eastville

The new collection point at the Keynsham store

Keynsham-based
comic dies on stage
The Keynsham-based comic Ian Cognito died on stage
during a show in Oxfordshire last week.
The performer, known as Cogs, was performing at the
Atic bar in Bicester last Thursday and sat down while
breathing heavily, before falling silent for five minutes
during his show.
The audience at first thought it was a joke, and continued
to laugh, unaware something was wrong. The 60-yearold, who lived on a houseboat in Keynsham, was later
pronounced dead.
Comedians Jimmy Carr, Katy Brand and Matt Lucas are
among the famous names who have been paying tribute
to Ian Cognito, whose real known was Paul Barbieri, and
who was known for his outrageous and unpredictable
stage act.
Carr said: “Veteran stand-up comedian Ian Cognito has
died on-stage - literally. The audience thought it was part
of the act. Died with his boots on. That’s commitment to
comedy. I’ll never forget his kindness when I started out
& how god damn funny he was.”

• Bristol Lime Trees Road Superstore
• Yate Extra
• Cirencester Metro – Farrell Close
• Cirencester Extra
• Swindon Extra
• Tetbury Superstore

Ian Cognito

Anti-plastic packaging protesters at the Keynsham store last year
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Kilimanjaro challenge in
aid of Julian House

Correction
In last week’s issue we ran a story, headed ‘VIP reception for
former Ks player’, and unfortunately Mervyn Hawkins was
incorrectly referred to in it as Mervyn Hughes. We apologise
to Mervyn and his family. Mervyn is very well known
throughout Keynsham after working at Fry’s, and is the brother
of the late Bert Hawkins, West Ham centre-forward.

Keynsham resident Amber Nutt will be literally scaling
the heights to raise money for charity this September.
Amber, who is assistant manager at the Nationwide in Bath,
will be joined by her branch manager Steph Pritchard and 10
others to climb Mount Kilimanjaro in aid of Bath-based
charity Julian House.
Over nine days the pair trek 40 miles across some of the most
spectacular and varied landscapes on earth. Kilimanjaro
boasts temperate forests, glaciers and high-altitude desert
landscapes beneath its 6,000 metre rocky rim.
Amber said: “We’re understandably nervous, as we’ve never
taken on such a physical challenge before. But we both see
it as a pinnacle in our personal achievements – something we
can be proud of, to say that we’ve taken on such a big
endeavour for such a good cause.”
Julian House supports social excluded people in Bath and
across the South West. Everything the pair and the team raise
will help vulnerable and marginalised people build
independent and more fulfilled lives.
Senior community and events fundraiser, Jessica Gay, added:

Amber Nutt, Jessica Gay & Steph Pritchard

“We’re delighted that Amber and Steph will be joining us on
the Kilimanjaro Challenge this year. The Nationwide Bath
team are such fantastic supporters of ours, helping us in all
aspects of fundraising and raising awareness about the
importance of our services.
“For those keen to learn more or even sign up to the
challenge, there are still a few places available. Please contact
me at: jessica.gay@julianhouse.org.uk”
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Hopes that pub will be saved by
community buyout scheme
A community campaign to save The Carpenters Arms in
Wick is under way.
The pub on Church Road is currently boarded up and with
adjoining land is for sale. As an Asset of Community Value,
it is available for purchase by the community.
A well-attended public meeting was held at the village hall
last month for residents to find out more about the progress
made so far, with the establishment of the Wick Community
Pub Ltd as a legal entity and the issuing of the Asset of
Community Value order to protect the site.
Tom Chapman, pub preservation officer with the Bath and
Borders group of CAMRA (the Campaign for Real Ale), told
the meeting how The Bell Inn in Bath was purchased and
developed as a community owned pub and remains a world
renowned music venue.
This was followed by a more detailed description of the way
in which, under the guidance of the Plunkett Foundation
(which supports rural communities across the UK) a ‘cooperative pub with benefits’ would be set up. Funding
objectives, through a share launch and by securing grants and
loans, were outlined.
After the meeting parish councillor and pub campaigner
Gaive Golding said: “Most encouragingly everyone present
declared support for the project and the number of volunteers
on the steering group quadrupled. Having this influx of
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support is essential in keeping the
gathering momentum going and
building ever more engagement
with the community.
“This is especially true as the
next task is to gather more
information from each household
in the parish and beyond. Not
only will this give an opportunity
for locals to put forward their
own ideas and preferences as to
just what the pub could provide
for the community, it will also aid
in the formulation of a business
plan and demonstrate support. It
is intended that this venture be a
true example of community
cohesion on every level.”
Once launched as a ‘co-operative
pub with benefits’, shares will
become available and each
shareholder will have one vote, no matter how many shares.
This means it will be controlled by a large number of people;
however, to provide an incentive for those to invest larger
amounts, the group is investigating the Enterprise Allowance

Scheme (EIS), Seed EIS and Social Investment Tax Relief.
Dependent on scheme the tax relief is 30% or 50%.
If you would like to become involved in this community
project email ggolding@wickabsonpcgov.uk

5

See restored ‘Chocolate Train’ at
Avon Valley Railway this Easter
This Easter Avon Valley Railway at Bitton will be
celebrating the return to steam of an important piece of
local railway history - the ‘Chocolate Train’.
Sentinel locomotive 7492 spent much of its working life on
the railway at Fry’s Somerdale chocolate factory site in
Keynsham, just a mile from the Avon Valley Railway.
Following scrapping in 1964, the locomotive changed hands
several times before one of the railway’s volunteers, Eric

Eric Miles & the restored Sentinel
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Miles, tracked it down in 2009 to a garden shed in Essex
before being able to return it to Bitton the following year.
Since then a group of dedicated volunteers have worked
tirelessly to restore the locomotive to running condition.
After 10 years it is now ready for its first public steaming
this Easter weekend (19th to 22nd April). To celebrate they
will be giving away free chocolate to every paying visitor.
During the ‘Chocolate Train’ event from Good Friday to
Easter Monday there will be displays
of historic Fry’s memorabilia by exemployees, including historic product
packaging, old signs and photographs
of the factory in its heyday.
Members of the restoration team will
also be on hand to show off the results
of their hard work with the
locomotive in steam each day,
offering brake van rides to the public.
Modern-day Keynsham chocolate
maker Somerdale Chocolate will be
there to promote their varieties and
there will also be a chocolate-themed
trail around the station site.
Mark Simmons, the railway’s

commercial and business manager, said: “We are thrilled to
see the restoration work on the Sentinel now complete. It’s
been a real labour of love for Eric and the team over the last
decade and we’re so much looking forward to seeing such
an important part of our local railway heritage brought back
to life.”
Normal train fares apply (£8.50 for adults, £7.50 for
concessions and £6.50 for children, with a family ticket
priced £25. More details can be found at
www.avonvalleyrailway.org

Jewellery stolen
from home
A home on the Wellsway in Keynsham was broken into
between 7am and 8pm on Monday 8th April.
After getting in through an insecure garden gate, the offenders
prised open a rear window. Once inside they searched the
property and jewellery was stolen.
If you have any information regarding this incident, contact the
police on 101. Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.
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1980s pond found during
woodland restoration
Volunteers working on the abandoned
woodland at Fox and Hounds Lane in
Keynsham have rediscovered a wildlife
pond created by Wellsway School pupils
in the 1980s.
The first working party of the Fox and
Hounds Lane Action Group (FAHLAG) set
about clearing scrub ivy and litter from the
site at the end of last month with the aim of
restoring the land to a nature reserve.
The action group was created last year after
B&NES Council tried to dispose of the

The 1980s wildlife pond
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unwanted parcel of land via public auction.
After a campaign supported by The Week In
(Issue 522 & 545) the council had a change
of heart and now the volunteer group has
begun the lengthy task of bringing the land
back into use for the community. It is hoped
that in time FAHLAG will take over
responsibility for the land.
The start was delayed as B&NES was due to
carry out overdue work on the trees in
January but this was postponed until later in
the year. More volunteer working parties will
be arranged in the future
although work will be
limited during spring
and summer to protect
rare plants and nesting
sites.
Chair of FAHLAG,
Andy Wait, said: “A total
of 17 volunteers took
part over the two days
and we are very grateful
for all their hard work.
The land is uneven and
completely overgrown in
places, so the working
conditions
were
challenging. However,
everyone got their

FAHLAG volunteers

sleeves rolled up and already we have
cleared a significant part of the lower area.
“It was particularly satisfying to rediscover
the pond that was created by pupils from
Wellsway School back in the 1980s. Several
hours of back-breaking digging over the two
days means that the pond has been cleared
of soil and matted tree roots. In time, we
hope that the pond will form a key feature of
the nature reserve and contribute to its
ecological diversity.”
FAHLAG secretary Margaret Maxwell said:
“Restoring this woodland is a community-

based project, and we are hoping that much
of the work can be done by volunteers.
Already, we have had an encouraging
response from local people and we want to
build on this in future. There’s a lot to be
done but with the support of the community,
we are hopeful that the land will become a
much-loved woodland space right in the
centre of Keynsham.”
To find out more about the project or if you
would like to get involved, email FAHLAG
at fahlag18@gmail.com or ring Margaret on
07850 241946.
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Woeful lack of wheelchair
accessible cabs in South Glos
South Gloucestershire Council’s
decision to delay the introduction of
a policy that would make all new
hackney carriages accessible for
wheelchairs has come under fire
from
a
leading
transport
campaigner.
The council has however, recently
agreed to a 4.4% increase in hackney
carriage fares.
Of the 206 hackney carriage vehicles
registered with South Glos Council,
just 20 are currently wheelchair
accessible. By comparison, in
neighbouring Bristol, all 551 licensed
hackney
carriages
can
take
wheelchairs.
The number of private hire vehicles
registered by South Glos Council as
wheelchair accessible is even lower –
just 10 out of 1,794.
Speaking to us from hospital in
London, transport campaigner David
Redgewell, who is himself a
wheelchair user, criticised the council
for holding the review with the trade in
private without any input from
stakeholders such as the South
Gloucestershire Disability Equality
Network, LGBTQ representatives, or
other forums.
Mr Redgewell, who lives in South
Gloucestershire, regularly needs taxis
to get him to hospital appointments in
the region and also to Parkway Station
when he needs to travel by train to
London, and says he finds is extremely
difficult as there are so few available

for passengers in wheelchairs.
He has been calling for the regional
Metro Mayor Tim Bowles, who has
responsibility for transport strategy, to
introduce a taxi policy so that there are
more wheelchair accessible taxis across
the West of England.
Mr Redgewell said there are currently
no Ubers in the West of England region
or North Somerset that can take
wheelchairs.
This week a South Gloucestershire
Council spokesperson told us: “Whilst
the decision was taken to implement
100 per cent wheelchair accessible
vehicles, a detailed specification of
what that definition actually means
(e.g. do they just require certain
adaptions or would they need to be
specially converted with lowered
floors, etc) has not yet been prepared.
This information needs to be clarified
to ensure that both the operators and the
travelling public are clear on what they
can expect.
“Officers agreed to work on the
definition for an upcoming Regulatory
Committee meeting, but explained that
this would result in a delay to the
original timescales.
“In addition to this work, we will also
be consulting on our proposals for a
public register for accessible vehicles.
Our proposals will cover a wider
definition than the Department for
Transport guidance suggests, as we
recognise that accessibility issues are
not limited to wheelchair users and that

David Redgewell

members of the public will be a better
judge of their needs than we will be.
We are looking to consult on a wide list
of vehicle types so that the community
can choose a vehicle that they know
suits their specific requirements.
“Both the detailed specification and
public register proposals are planned to
be brought back to the Regulatory
Committee for the first meeting under
the new administration following the
upcoming elections in May.”
The spokesperson added the meeting
with operators had also included a
number of other factors around the
council’s service delivery, which were
“not appropriate for other audiences”,
so additional stakeholders were not
invited. Officers had told Mr
Redgewell
at
the
Regulatory
Committee meeting that they would be
happy to meet with representatives of
other forums to understand their points
prior to going back to committee.
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Bristol City Council’s database shows there are 551 licensed
hackney carriages – all wheelchair accessible - and 1,026
private hire vehicles. A spokesperson told us: “We do not
currently hold information on our database about the exact
numbers of wheelchair accessible private hire vehicles, but
over the next year we will be collecting this information
electronically.”
Bath & North East Somerset Council says there are currently
160 hackney carriages and 369 private hire vehicles licensed
with the authority. A spokesperson told us: “The council has
no control over the type of vehicles which are offered by taxi
companies at any one time as there is no legal mechanism to
do so.
“We encourage holders of licences that are issued for
wheelchair accessible vehicles (both PHV and HCV) to provide
contact details for their services on the B&NES public website
which can be found here: www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/
business/taxis/taxis-disabled-access
The list shows eight taxi companies have disabled access, but
these vehicles are only available at certain times and are subject
to driver availability.

Skate event in
Keynsham’s
Memorial Park
Keynsham Town Council is holding a skate event this weekend
to coincide with a survey of parks, open spaces and young
people's facilities in the town.
The event will be in the Memorial Park on Easter Saturday
from 10am to 4pm.
King Ramps have lined up professional skateboarder Daryl
Dominguez and Team GB's BMX rider Jack Clark to show off
their skills and offer some professional tips and tricks in some
free workshops.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS

Sudoku
1-Easy

Taxi figures for
Bristol and B&NES

2 -Hard

For opening times over the coming
Easter weekend please see our
separate feature on page 12
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LETTERS
Concerns over openness at
B&NES Council
Dear Editor
Was it a coincidence that on the week you
published your comment about B&NES’
difficulty in discussing decisions that a
letter appears from Ashley Ayre, B&NES
Chief Exec, defending the Board
appointments at Aequus Developments?
Mr Ayre’s letter reads as a petulant
response to genuine concerns that were
aired by a number of residents and
finishes that the council had “no further
comment to make about this”.
Add to that Cllr Mark Shelford’s apparent
inability to answer your questions
regarding Keynsham Town Centre plan
and B&NES Council’s 49 days to reply to
a FOI request, is this open local
government?
Whether or not it is the case, B&NES are
going out of their way to create the
impression of a closed group who do not
want any interference in their running of
our local council.
Barrie Dunn
Keynsham

We must challenge bid to
build so many homes
Dear Editor
Is there another speculative property
development company trying to make a
quick profit in Keynsham? I refer to the
planning application from Hawkfield
Homes for development of land on the
site of Keynsham Police Station.
Under B&NES Placemaking Policy the
development
should
provide
a
MINIMUM number of 53 parking spaces
for the proposed 30 dwellings on the site.
It doesn’t. Complying with B&NES

10

policy means about nine less dwellings
than proposed for this amount of land.
This means nine less dwellings on which
to make profit and so a lot less total profit
for the developer.
Minimum parking requirements are
specified under Placemaking Policy to
prevent “…. parking problems which
manifest themselves in pavement parking,
obstruction of driveways and accesses,
hindrance to larger delivery vehicles and
refuse vehicles, damage to soft
landscaping and footways, and cluttered,
unsightly streets”. In this case it would
apply to both the site itself and the
surrounding streets, which are very much
under pressure from high levels of local
on-street parking.
Cheltenham-based consultants have
produced a transport report which is
almost 50 pages long to justify providing
16 parking places less than there should
be. The transport report from the ‘out of
town’ consultants describes Bath Hill as
“a minor road”. They clearly know little
about Keynsham and the town’s main
arterial roads!
Well done The Week In for bringing this
to residents’ attention. Local housing is
needed, but developers must keep to the
rules. And who are they? How are they
financed? What is their track record?
Property developers pocket profits, move
on and leave local residents living with
the consequences – good or bad.
If you object to the police station
development, the planning reference is
19/01163/FUL. You can either write
directly to B&NES planners or go onto
B&NES official website, view planning
applications, put in the reference and
press search. Object to the application if

you wish.
A valid reason is that it does not comply
with B&NES Placemaking Policy for the
minimum number of required parking
spaces, which is vital for this particular
location. If people do nothing, the
consequences will be long lasting.
Clive Honeychurch
Keynsham resident

There’s so much going on
at The Chocolate Quarter
Dear Sir
I was disappointed, as a resident in The
Chocolate Quarter (TCQ), to read the
letter headed ‘What a wasted opportunity’
in Issue 571 because the hours quoted
may be relevant on a Monday, but B
Block and Somer Dining are open longer
hours for the rest of the week.
For example, B Block is open from: 1)
Monday: 8am to 6pm, 2) Tuesday to
Thursday: 8am to 9pm, 3) Saturday: 9am
to 9.30pm, 4) Sunday: 9am to 4pm.
Somer Dining is open for lunch: 1)
Monday to Saturday: 12 to 3pm, 2)
Sunday: 12 to 4.30pm (reservations
suggested), 3) Dinner on Friday and
Saturday: 6pm to 10pm and 4) Afternoon
tea from Monday to Saturday: 3pm to
5pm (reservations suggested).
In addition there are a number of events
going on that can be found on Google
under The Chocolate Quarter which will
also showed those that have occurred.
And there are regular visits by comedians,
choirs, primary school children, people
with learning difficulties being taught to
cook and work in a restaurant
environment, and meetings with carer
groups, etc.
If the writer would like to contact any of

the staff at TCQ I am certain that they
would be receptive to any other
suggestion that the writer has in order to
continue the area as a "thriving
community" and enable them to enjoy
their social get-together after their
exertions in the gym, etc..
Roger Bridgeman

Does anyone care about the
residents of Chesley Hill?
Dear Editor
In May 2018 I emailed Chris Harris, who
is in charge of traffic management for
South Gloucestershire. My email
contained concerns regarding the traffic
using Chesley Hill as a rat run whilst they
carried out the drainage works in Abson.
Local residents were forced not to use the
lane for walking, riding, cycling etc due
to the speed and volume of traffic. I was
assured that he would instruct the relevant
departments for signage, warning drivers
of horse riders, walkers and cyclists.
Unfortunately the signs never appeared
and my horse was forced off the road on
to her knees by a speeding van with a
trailer.
And here we are again; less than a year
later our summer is once again ruined by
speeding cars, vans, and the rubbish they
throw due to the drainage works on the
A420 through Wick. So far the local
ducks have all been run over and killed, I
have had several near-misses from cars
whilst on horseback. My dog has almost
been hit whilst on a lead. And if that
wasn’t enough, on Monday 8th April, my
friend was out riding with her 11-year-old
daughter when her daughter’s pony was
hit by a car. The car, a red Audi A4, didn’t
stop or look back. It was reported to the
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LETTERS
police but as no registration number so
they couldn’t do anything.
Does anyone care? Police cannot set up
mobile speed cameras as there is no safe
place to do so, and the council won’t put
up warning signs. I wonder if they will
find the space to put signage for witnesses
to come forward when there is a death.
Anita Isaacs
Chesley Hill

Keynsham RFC hosting
showcase day
Dear Editor
Saracens Amateur RFC are again coming
to the West for their Minis Easter Tour
this year. They will be playing three clubs
over the Easter weekend - Bradford-onAvon RFC on Friday 19th April, with
games against Keynsham RFC on the
Saturday and finishing by playing
Weston-super-Mare on the Sunday.
This follows a very successful tour that
we had in 2017 where we played
Keynsham RFC on the Sunday. The
hospitality received at all clubs was great
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and much appreciated and this year we
have managed to arrange for the
showcase day to be played at Keynsham
on the Saturday.
If the festival two years ago was
anything to go by, a fantastic day will be
had by all and certainly a feast of rugby
with the odd burger, hot dog and beer
thrown in!
We will be travelling with 120 players
from all age groups from Under 7s
through to Under 12s and including
families and supporters, nearly 400
people will be descending on North East
Somerset. We are all looking forward to
meeting up with old acquaintances from
Keynsham and enjoying their generous
hospitality.
Graham Warne
Junior & Mini Coordinator
Saracens Amateur RFC

Touched by reader’s letter
Dear Editor
We would like to thank Mr Steer for his
kind letter in last week’s issue regarding

the service received from us at The Aerial
Man.
We have had great support from the
readers of The Week In over the years and
it’s great that one of them took a few
minutes to write in and share their
experience with us. Thank you.
Dan at The Aerial Man

Drop-off confusion at RUH
Dear Sir
I don't know if you are aware but the
Royal United Hospital in Bath have taken
away the 20-minute drop-off area outside
the hospital which a lot of patients use due
to the new Mineral Hospital.
There are no signs letting the public know
of any temporary drop-off area and from
what I can gather there is none for people.
They also do not state how long this is
going on for just they are working as
quickly as possible.
Not letting people know in advance and
not giving you other options is not very
helpful of them.
Ms S Freeman

This casual fly-tipping is
not acceptable
Dear Sir
Residents of Keynsham are fortunate to
be surrounded by fields and hedges. It is
unfortunate that a significant number of
people believe that it is acceptable to
dump their garden waste in those hedges
and fields.
Put simply this is fly-typing and thus not
legal. They may try to justify it to
themselves since the material will
eventually rot down - but the dumped
waste does harm by smothering seedings
and new growth.
If they were to have a compost bin on
their own property, they can save money
by reducing the amount of compost they
need to purchase, alternatively they can
either have a green bin or take it to the
recycling centre.
Name & address supplied
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Many councillors
have already been
elected unopposed
Many seats on parish and town councils in Bath & North
East Somerset and South Gloucestershire are not being
contested on 2nd May.
As well as the district elections on that day, new parish
councils will also be formed, but in places in B&NES
including Compton Dando, Corston, Farmborough,
Marksbury, Newton St Loe and Whitchurch, there are more
vacancies than candidates so those who have put themselves
forward have duly been elected and will take up their seats
after polling day. Over 40 parish councils have declared
uncontested elections.
Even in Keynsham, which has three separate wards on the
town council, there are only four candidates standing for the
five vacancies the South ward. The other two – Keynsham
East and North – will be contested, as will Saltford and
Publow and Pensford.
Meanwhile in South Gloucestershire there are many places
across the district where members have been elected without
contest to serve for the next four years. They include Hanham
Parish Council, where all the candidates in the three wards Avon Valley, Mount and Central - have been elected. The
candidates who stood for election to both Pucklechurch and
Doynton parish councils have not had to face competition
either.
Seats on one of the three Bitton Parish Council wards

Repair café launch
A launch event for the Stockwood Repair Café will be held on
Saturday 27th April at Southern Links Children's Centre in
Whittock Road.
The café is aiming to save more from landfill so if you have
something that needs fixing, from a vacuum cleaner to a broken
ornament, whatever the condition, bring it down to see if one
of their volunteers can fix it (and stay for some tea and cake).
Volunteer repairers from Stockwood, Whitchurch and
Keynsham are registered to take part in the event, which is from
10.30am-1pm, and hope to run them monthly if it is successful.
The café is not for profit and any money raised will be
reinvested into running future repair cafés in Stockwood.
To find out more email Amanda Gallagher at the
mandi.gallagher@hotmail.com or find them on Facebook
@Stockwoodrepaircafe

Pharmacy opening
times this Easter

(Oldland Common), the Staple Hill ward of Downend &
Bromley Heath Parish Council, and three of the four wards
on Emersons Green Town Council (Pomphrey, Emersons
Green and Badminton) have also been filled without contest.
Meanwhile a Notice of Uncontested Election has been posted
for two of the three wards on Siston Parish Council Common and Rural. New elections will be held within 35
days of 2nd May. The parish council’s Warmley ward is
being contested.

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Fibrous tissue (8)

1. Scottish lake (4)

5. Sediment (4)

2. Highest point (4)

7. Disconcert (9)
9. Keep secret (4)

3. Electronic
message (1-4)

10. Mess (4)

4. Number in trio (5)

11. Takes flight (5)

5. Rich and juicy (4)

14. Heartbeat (5)

6. Carpenter's
framework (8)

15. Bury (5)
16. Carries (5)
17. Bailiff (5)
18. Saying (5)
19. Speak slowly (5)
22. Expel (4)
24. Small US coin (4)
26. Lawyer (9)
27. Smear (4)
28. Course of study (8)

Good Friday
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (7.30am-midnight)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway (8am-6pm)
Boots, High Street, Keynsham (8.30am-5.30pm)
Boots Pharmacy, Kings Chase Shopping Centre (8.30am-5.30pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (8.30am-6pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park (9am-5pm)
Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (9am-6pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (9am-6pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Tesco Pharmacy, Callington Road, Brislington (Noon-4pm)
Easter Sunday
St George Health Centre, Bellevue Road (9am-11am)
Keynsham Healthcare Ltd, 15 Station Road (9am-noon & 4pm-7pm)
Cleeve Wood Pharmacy, Cleeve Wood Road, Downend (Noon-2pm)
The Old School Surgery, Manor Road, Fishponds (3pm-5pm)
Ellacombe Pharmacy, Ellacombe Road, Longwell Green (6.30pm-8.30pm)
Easter Monday
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park (9am-5pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (9am-6pm)
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (9am-6pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway (9am-6pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (9am-6pm)
Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (9am-6pm)
Boots, High Street, Keynsham (10am-4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Tesco Pharmacy, Callington Road, Brislington (Noon-4pm)

7. Alpine plant (9)
8. Brine (4,5)
11. Celebrated (5)
12. Additional (5)
13. Sails (anag.) (5)
14. Forgiven (8)
20. Wrecked buildings (5)
21. Spin around (5)
23. Grave (4)
24. Fizzy drink (4)
25. Hence (4)
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100 happy years for Hilda
Birthday celebrations were held at Charterhouse nursing
care home at The Chocolate Quarter in Keynsham on 1st
April for 100-year-old Hilda Taylor.
Hilda celebrated her special day with family, friends and
carers at the home which is run by St Monica Trust. She
moved into Charterhouse aged 99 to be closer to her family
and four sisters who live in the area.
Hilda puts her longevity down to her healthy lifestyle. She
said: “The only person who had meat was the man of the
house. Everyone else more or less lived off what we had in
the garden. I was a vegetarian before it had even been
invented.

Hilda Taylor
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“I played a lot of netball and we didn’t have a car for years,
so I walked everywhere. I had a go at smoking, but didn’t
like it. I still enjoy the occasional glass of wine and I like a
bit of cake or chocolate within reason.”
General manager of the Chocolate Quarter, Roger Hayward,
said: “It was a pleasure for everyone at Charterhouse to
celebrate this special milestone with Hilda and her family.
Hilda is a real example to us all of how to make the most of
every day and she’s always at the heart of everything that’s
going on at Charterhouse.”
Hilda was born on 1st April 1919 in Radstock, the daughter
of a miner. She was the eldest of eight and had six sisters and

one brother, four of whom are still alive today. She left school
at 14 and worked in domestic service in a house on
Lansdown Crescent in Bath. She became a housekeeper and
was later placed in charge of the household to oversee staff.
She recalls: “It was very much like Upstairs, Downstairs.
When the lady of the house was going out and you were
down in the basement, you could look up out the window
and see her feet going by towards the car. Mind, we had to
keep out of way so we wouldn’t be seen!”

Future events for
Longwell Green WI
Following a very interesting presentation by the RNLI
at March’s meeting, Longwell Green WI will not be
meeting in April because of Easter.
However, the group will be enjoying its birthday party
next month as well as joining the Great British Spring
Clean with an organised litter pick in the area. Coming
up during the summer months are visits to Knightshayes
and Oxford.
Longwell Green WI meets on the third Friday of the
month at 7.30 in the Ellacombe Room at Longwell
Green Community Centre and new members are always
welcome. For more information email longwellwi
@gmail.com or call 0117 9864782.
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Hi-tech scanner installed at
opticians’ Keynsham branch
A Keynsham-based optician has just installed state-ofthe-art 3D scanning technology which is estimated to
detect problems up to four years earlier than via the
traditional eye test.
Specsavers store director Richard Alexander said: “It’s
important to invest in the latest technology so that we can
offer the best possible service for our customers. Therefore,
we’re delighted with the addition of the Optical Coherence
Tomography (OCT) machine.”
The OCT is used for a variety of functions including
screening and management of conditions, such as age-related

Ophthalmic optician Vinay Solanki examines the
results of a scan
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macular degeneration, glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy.
The technology uses a laser light source to produce a
structural scan of the of the eye, including layers of the eye
not normally visible using traditional eye testing techniques.
The results are similar to that of an ultrasound or MRI scan
in that it creates multiple scan slice images that are built up
to form a total image.
The process takes no
more than a couple of
minutes and the optician
has all the information to
examine seconds later.
According to ophthalmic
optician at Specsavers
Keynsham,
Vinay
Solanki, the OCT is
identical to those used in
the
health
service,
meaning the number of
medical referrals is also
reduced: “Before, if we
had to refer a customer
Chris Duggan (in-store
following a routine eye
trainer) with the OCT
test, they would need to

wait hours in A&E for a test like this, only to discover there
was no immediate problem. Now, we can do the same in
minutes which helps the customer and the NHS.”
Specsavers are offering the OCT scan for just £10. To find
our more call 0117 9866226.

Outstanding care at
Kingswood home
The Milestones Trust’s care home 2a Court Road in Kingswood
has been praised by the Care Quality Commission for its
outstanding care.
The home is registered to provide accommodation for up to 15
people who predominantly have learning disabilities.
Following a recent inspection, the CQC’s report highlighted
that staff had an excellent understanding of people's needs; they
were compassionate, kind and caring, and residents were
supported to maintain their independence and access the
community.
The care watchdog gave the service an overall Good rating with
the care element highlighted as Outstanding.
Milestones Trust provides supported living services in the West
Country.
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Council turns down second
attempt to convert old Legion
A second attempt to redevelop the old Royal
British Legion Club in Staple Hill for
housing has been turned down by South
Gloucestershire Council which has branded
the proposal as “unacceptable”.
The club in Kendall Road closed suddenly after
Christmas in 2016. Last year Charlotte Alsop
applied to the council for permission to convert
the redundant building into seven large flats.
The plans involved removing the single-storey
elements at the side and front and converting the
two-storey building into seven two-bed homes,
each set over two floors. Some amenity space
was proposed, along with seven off-street
parking spaces.
The council turned the plans down, criticising
the quality of the planning and design and
saying the scheme was out of keeping with the
area. There was also concern about the failure
to address the issue of Japanese Knotweed in
nearby gardens and how the development could
result in the spread of the invasive plant.
A resubmitted proposal, lodged with the council
in January of this year, featured a substantial
demolition and partial rebuild to create two onebed flats, four two-bed flats and one two-bed
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bed house, with a new access, parking, bin store
and amenity areas. The developer said efforts
had been made to address the planners’
concerns, and stressed that guidelines would be
followed to prevent the spread of Japanese
Knotweed.
However, permission has again been refused,
with council planners saying the proposal is
“unacceptable and cannot be supported”. They
say the conversion of the building into seven
homes would not be desirable or practical as the
scheme fails to represent the highest standards
of design required under planning policy.
“Due to the constraints of the site, the proposal
to convert the existing building has resulted in
design compromises which would impact on the
character of the area in terms of appearance and
impact on the amenity of future occupiers.”
The refusal notice also mentions that the
conversion and the introduction of balconies
and windows to the north would have an
adverse impact on the privacy and amenity of
neighbours, while the close proximity of the
parking area and bin storage area to the
bedrooms of the front ground-floor flat would
be detrimental to future occupiers.

Easter holiday fun in Hanham
More than 250 children and their
families took part in the Easter
Bunny Trail in Hanham High Street
last Wednesday.
The trail was organised by Eclectic
Gift Shop, who are part of the
Hanham Business and Community
Partnership.
The partnership sponsored the event,
the Co-op donated the chocolate
prizes and local estate agent DW
Smith & Co printed the trail maps
and posters.
Eclectic Gift Shop, co-run by
Maggie Cousins and Nicola Bartlett,
designed the posters, maps and

Nicola, Bartlett left,
& Maggie Cousins

certificates.
The Love Hanham High Street
campaign celebrates the many local
small, independent businesses. For
more
information
visit
www.facebook.com/LoveHanhamHi
ghStreet/

Some of the youngsters who took part in the trail

17

Situations Vacant

Whitchurch Village
holds community
spring clean
Around 30 volunteers including Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts from the 107th Bristol
(Whitchurch) Scout Group, turned
out on Saturday 30th March to take part
in the annual Whitchurch Village cleanup.
It was held in conjunction with the Great
British Spring Clean. Around 25 bags of

rubbish were collected from pavements,
footpaths and open spaces around the
village.
Refreshments were then provided in
Whitchurch Community Centre, with
homemade cakes donated by a local resident
and much appreciated by the volunteers after
all their hard work.

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and
low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings
is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.

Council approves new
homes at original
California Farm
Plans to build four detached homes in the
grounds of California Farm in Longwell
Green have been approved.
The property, near the junction of
Shellards Road and California Road, gave
its name to the large estate that was built
by developer Wimpey. The farm once
formed a large landholding which was
sold for housing and by the mid-1980s
around 2,000 had been built in the area.
Recently plans to build four new homes
next to the old farmhouse, which takes its
name from the local California coal pit,
were submitted to South Gloucestershire
Council.
The scheme involves demolishing two
outbuildings and building four threestorey houses, each with four bedrooms.
The new homes will share the existing
entrance to the farmhouse on California
Road.
Some local residents had raised concerns
that the new homes would impact on their
privacy and lead to an Increase in traffic.
But council planning officers said the
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provision of four new homes in a highly
sustainable location is in the public
interest.
“Whilst there would be some adverse
impact on residential amenity, the
cumulative impact would not be so great
as to outweigh the wider public benefits
of the scheme.”
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70+ volunteers take ‘Reverse cuts to
part in Keynsham
pupil
funding
in
spring clean
More than 70 volunteers took part in the recent Big Womble
in Keynsham held in conjunction with Keep Britain Tidy’s
Great British Spring Clean.
The volunteers started off from six different points around
Keynsham. They then worked their way to Keynsham Park
and most met at Keynsham Bowls Club for tea with homemade cakes and also some donated by Queens Road Co-op
and Waitrose.
Keynsham Wombles’ next big event will be litter picking at
Keynsham Music Festival. If anyone would like to help out,
email womble@transitionkeynsham.org

Kingswood Library
reopens in new home
Following our article in Issue 569, Kingswood Library has now
fully reopened in its new home at the Civic Centre.
Toby Savage, Leader of South Gloucestershire Council, said:
“It was a pleasure to visit the new-look Kingswood Library on
the opening day and speak to staff and to residents. I am
delighted that everyone I spoke to had such positive things to
say.
“With so many local facilities within such close proximity of
each other, it made sense to bring them all under one roof, and
I am impressed with the final result.”
Cllr Savage is pictured with local resident Joan Stobbs.
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South Glos’

A petition calling on the Chancellor and Secretary of State for
Education to reverse cuts to schools in South Gloucestershire
has been started.
It has been set up by the national campaign group School Cuts.
The petition says that schools in South Glos are struggling with
a £26.7m shortfall in funding since 2015 and that 103 out of
106 local schools have suffered Government cuts to per-pupil
funding since 2015.
It goes on: “These cuts threaten the continued provision of
high-quality education in our area. They are leading to class
sizes going up, subjects being dropped from the curriculum and
resources being cut back. Children and young people with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are being hit
especially hard, as funding shortfalls mean that vital specialist
provision has had to be limited, despite rising need.
“Parents are being sent begging letters to cover funding
shortfalls as schools are finding it increasingly difficult to
support their pupils as their budgets are slashed – councils
would have lost out on 60p of every £1 of their funding
between 2010 and 2020.”

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Police probing
assault ask for help
in identifying woman
Police investigating a racially
aggravated assault at B&Q in
Longwell Green last week
released a photo of a woman
they want to identify.
They say they believe she may
have important information that
could help them with their
investigation.
The incident happened at
around 3.50pm on Saturday
26th January when a security
guard was racially abused. If
you have any information call
101 and quote reference number
5219018736.

Avon & Somerset Police have welcomed a new national
campaign to raise awareness of a system to help people alert
the police when they are in imminent danger but unable to
speak.
The Make Yourself Heard campaign was launched by the
Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) last week,
coinciding with National Stalking Awareness Week.
The Silent Solution system enables a 999 mobile caller unable
to make a noise, or speak, to press 55 when prompted – to
inform police they are in a genuine emergency. The system is
well-established in the UK but is only effective if the public
know and understand how it works. It could, in extreme
situations, potentially save a life. If someone dials 999, they
will initially go through to BT who ask what emergency service
they require. If a keypress of 55 is detected during the call to
the BT operator, BT will relay this to a police call handler.

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where you
can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 15th April).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Queens Road, Rock Road,
Albert Road and Coronation Avenue; in
Saltford on Norman Road and Manor Road;
on the A431 Kelston Road and the A37 at
Pensford.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington
Road, Talbot Road, Hungerford Road, Wick
Road and Allison Road; in St George on the
Kingsway, Air Balloon Road, A420 Bell Hill
Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Blackswarth
Road, Hillside Road and Nags Head Hill; in
Hengrove on the A37 Wells Road, A4174
Hengrove Way, Cadogan Road, Petherton
Road, Hengrove Avenue, Hengrove Lane
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Members of the Knit and Natter group at St Stephen’s Church in
Soundwell have created the Last Supper in wool.
The scene of Jesus and the Apostles, complete with knitted plates,
cups and bread, is on display in the church in the run-up to Easter.
The knitters meet at the church on Tuesdays from 1.30pm to
3.30pm. Among the items they knit are twiddle muffs for people
with dementia to keep their hands active and busy, and items for
premature babies.

Public Notices

and Tarnock Avenue; in Whitchurch on
Whitchurch Lane and Hazelbury Road; in
Stockwood on Ladman Road, Stockwood
Lane and Sturminster Road; also on Gordon
Avenue in Whitehall.
South Gloucestershire:
At Court Farm Road and Ellacombe Road in
Longwell Green; on Abbots Road and
Whittucks Road in Hanham; in Oldland
Common on the A4175 Barry Road and
High Street and Mill Lane; on the A431 Bath
Road at Swineford; on the B4465
Westerleigh Road at Pucklechurch; on the
A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction 1 of
the M32 and at Bromley Heath; on
Blackhorse Road in Mangotsfield; on
Henfield Road in Henfield; on Overndale
Road in Downend; on Tower Lane in
Warmley.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Knitters depict
Biblical scene in wool

Make Yourself
Heard in an
emergency

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Architectural
Services

Aerials

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Electrical

Garden Services

Handyman

Carpet Cleaning
Home Help

Fencing

Home
Maintenance

Electrical
Antiques &
Collectables

Foot Health

Builders

Chimney Sweeps
Appliances

Garden Services

Caravans

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Guttering

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
House
Clearance

Plumbers

Plumbers

Sewing Lessons

Waste Disposal

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

Skip Hire

per insert

Painting
& Decorating
Wifi
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
4 weeks = £17
6 weeks = £16

Venue Hire

8 weeks = £15
Windows & Doors

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13

Roofing

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Waste Disposal

Plastering

Yoga

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 17th April 2019
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