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Little boy dies after suffering cancer three times
A little boy from Lyde Green who had cancer three
times in his short lifetime has died in hospital.
Lee Belgium, who was eight, lost his battle with acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia, a type of cancer that affects the
white blood cells, on Saturday.

His family had been raising £90,000 to take him to Turkey
for pioneering medical treatment after doctors here said
that after three trials and chemotherapy, there was nothing
more they could do for Lee.
There have been many fundraising events held for Lee

including a football and family fun day at Somerdale
Pavilion in Keynsham and a family disco at Centurys Club
in Kingswood last month.
Lee was a pupil at The Park Primary School in
Kingswood. Friends of his play for football teams Red
Falcon U8s based in Keynsham and Warmley U8s, and
both carried out a minute’s applause for Lee on Sunday
before their games.

Lee Belgium
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Investigation
into fuel in drain
Avon Fire & Rescue Service was called out after fuel was
somehow discharged into a road drain in Whitchurch on
Sunday 31st March.
Residents in Denleigh Close reported a build-up of fumes
which entered homes.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service said that a crew from
Bedminster was called to Denleigh Close just after
5.30pm because of the smell coming up and that
firefighters used a high-pressure hose reel to flush the
drain clear.
This week a Wessex Water spokesperson said: “We
visited an address after a customer reported fuel odours
and an apparent spillage into a road gully by a third party.
“While our investigations have proved inconclusive,
there has been no impact on customers’ sewerage
services.”

Big rise in leisure
centre use
Membership has grown by 25% at Longwell Green
Leisure Centre since refurbishment was completed in
January 2018, and the number of individual visits rose
by 80,000 in a year.
The £1.5m refurbishment saw the addition of a new
fitness studio, an additional 25 stations in the fitness
suite, new changing rooms - including disability
changing – and more poolside showers.
The increase in membership was well in excess of that
forecast for last year with the total now standing at 3,384.
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Plans for 30 flats on site of
old Keynsham police station
A planning application has been submitted to
The building fronting Bath Hill. – Daniel Hurd Associates
build 30 flats on the site of the former Keynsham
police station.
Clevedon-based property developers Hawkfield
Homes have applied to build a mixture of one and
two-bedroom flats in two buildings, each side of the
Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall.
The smaller building, on the site of the present car
park, fronting Bath Hill, will be two storeys with a
lived-in mansard roof. The design is intended to
complement the heritage architecture of the
surrounding area as it also falls with the
conservation area.
The larger building, roughly on the site of the
former police station and outside of the conservation area, appearance. The smaller building will house six units (and
will be three storeys high with a more contemporary the larger one 24). In total there will be 13 one-bedroom and
17 two-bedroom homes.
The application acknowledges that B&NES Council’s
minimum residential parking standards (one parking space
per one-bedroom unit and two spaces per two/three-bedroom
unit) would mean a total provision of 53 should be included.
The proposal only includes 37 spaces but the applicants argue
that the site is sufficiently accessible by other means to justify
the reduction.
The original police station on Bath Hill dates back to the mid1850s but was demolished in 1972 to make way for a new
station and magistrates’ court. The site has been empty since
the opening of the new police and custody centre on
Ashmead Road.
The application (ref: 19/01163/FUL) is open to public
comment until 27th April.
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Roadworks cause more traffic
disruption in Keynsham
The latest set of roadworks in Keynsham town centre
have been causing long delays this week.
Wessex Water is carrying out emergency work in the High
Street after raw sewage reportedly escaped into two
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properties. The utility company set up traffic lights last
Saturday and expects to be on site until Sunday (14th April).
Wessex Water said: “There may be some traffic disruption
and we apologise for any inconvenience.”

Circus company wins
permission to extend
temporary stay
Circus company YardArts has won
permission to extend the length of time it
can keep 15 caravans and mobile homes
on the Kingswood Foundation Estate.
The entourage set up home on the East
Lawn, next to the Old School House, in
2017 after having to leave their previous
site in Bristol because of redevelopment.
They secured retrospective planning
permission from South Gloucestershire
Council to stay at the Kingswood site for
a year, with planning officers considering
it was acceptable despite concerns from a
few local residents about the area looking
unsightly and concerns about privacy.

Then last autumn charity Creative Youth
Network, which runs the site, asked the
council for permission for the caravan
park to be extended for another two years,
saying the YardArts members were a
“very stable, considerate community” and
their presence on site had resulted in many
improvements including the elimination
of local anti-social behaviour, vandalism
and theft, trespassing and litter.
The council has now granted permission
for the caravans to stay until 8th
November 2020 by which time the
land must be restored to its former
condition.

Tools stolen from van
Tools were stolen from a van parked on Selworthy Close, Keynsham, between 6pm on
Friday 29th March and 11.20am on Sunday 31st March.
If you have any information call the police number 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Concerted move to make rural lanes safer
A concerted move to improve safety in the lanes for rural
communities in South Gloucestershire is under way.
More than 30 people attended a meeting last Wednesday at
the chapel in Upton Cheyney to discuss ongoing concerns
about the volume and speed of traffic using the network of
lanes between the A431 at Bitton, the A420 and Bath Road
at Wick, and the A4175 though Oldland Common.
The lanes, many of which are in a poor state of repair, are
popular with ramblers and horse riders, and the introduction
at the end of 2017 of a 30mph limit on the lanes that had
previously been largely derestricted has not deterred the
speed at which some drivers navigate them.
The meeting was also attended by Cllr Erica Williams, who
currently represents Bitton on South Gloucestershire
Council, and her Boyd Valley colleagues Ben Stokes and
Steve Reade, along with PC Phil Busvine.
Cllr Williams said she would be asking council officers to
arrange an area-wide exercise, taking in Abson and Siston
too, for local people to suggest ways to improve safety in the
lanes.
Among the ideas that came out of last Wednesday’s meeting
were having passing places on one of side of the road only,
the creation of village ‘gateways’, and advisory signs that the
lanes are narrow.
Some drivers are reportedly being directed through the lanes
by their sat-navs so Cllr Williams said that was another
problem that needs to be addressed.
People living in the lanes been calling for speed checks, but
police have previously said there is nowhere safe in the
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narrow network, where there are no pavements, for them to
monitor the 30mph limit.
PC Busvine will investigate whether it would be possible for
police to carry out speed checks if they are positioned on
private property with owners’ consent.
Last week we reported that a survey that had been due to take
place a month ago to measure the speed and volume of traffic

using the network of lanes around Wick, Bitton, Upton
Cheyney, Beach and Oldland Common had been delayed
after the survey company tasked by South Glos Council with
doing the job was unable to find appropriate street furniture
on which to attach its equipment.
The council has said it is investigating options and looking
to re-arrange the surveys as soon as possible.
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Proposed new village sparks M4
Noise and air pollution concerns have
been raised in relation to the 398-home
estate which developers want to build on
an agricultural site right next to the M4.
There are also concerns about the impact of
Edward Ware Homes’ plans on the ancient
Lyde Green Common and the setting of the
Grade II* listed Lyde Green Farmhouse,

which dates from the 17th century. The
proposed development on land to the east of
Henfield Road surrounds the farmhouse and
its associated outbuildings.
The site is bounded to the north by the
motorway to the south and west by the road
from Pucklechurch to Westerleigh, and to the
east by a spur of the Bristol and Bath

Railway Path. The plans, which include 139
affordable housing units, are currently being
considered by South Gloucestershire
Council. The site was first allocated for
development in the South Gloucestershire
Local Plan 2006. It formed part of the land
safeguarded to meet future development
needs.

One objector points out: “This application is
unnecessary. It is on land which was reserved
for future use when the land supply has been
exhausted. South Gloucestershire at present
has sufficient land supply.”
A resident of the new Lyde Green estate has
outlined her objections, saying: “The noise
from the motorway and ring road is at times

How the site would look. Credit: Edward Ware Homes
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noise and heritage concerns
unbearable on the Lyde Green estate (we
were told there would be sound barriers,
which didn't ever materialise).”
She says the new development would be
even closer to the motorway and that the
closed board fencing proposed around
gardens would make absolutely no
difference.
“It surprises me that this can be approved,
particularly with the large numbers of recent
scientific reports that prove the enormously
detrimental effect that air and noise pollution
can have on physical and mental health.
Furthermore, services in Lyde Green are
poor. We were told there would be a medical
centre, which has now been cancelled.
Nearly 400 new homes would put even more
pressure on the local GPs, which are already
oversubscribed (it's common to wait more
than a month for an appointment).
“The ring road and M32 are incredibly busy
and often gridlocked in the mornings. With
even more people accessing these roads, it
will just get even worse.”
Meanwhile Historic England has concerns
because of the impact on Lyde Green
Farmhouse which it says is a heritage asset
of “great significance”. Historic England

Lyde Green Farm

feels the design of the new development
could be altered to impact less on the setting
of the farmhouse and wants to meet the
council and developers to discuss concerns
and to consider suggestions to reduce the
harm.
The 30-acre development site lies within the
parish of Pucklechurch where the parish
council says that although it accepts the
principle of housing development on the
land, it objects to the application in its
current form, sharing Historic England’s
concerns about the setting of Lyde Green

Farmhouse.
Pucklechurch Parish Council (PPC) is also
concerned that the noise impact assessment
shows that some homes will need to keep
their windows closed to achieve suitable
noise levels. And along with neighbouring
Emersons Green Town Council and residents
who live in the old farm building near the
development site, PPC is concerned about
traffic and access, including a proposed route
crossing a section of the ancient Lyde Green
Common where access has not been agreed.
The planning application says that any

common land acquired to accommodate the
proposed transport loop would be reallocated
within the new development.
The residents living close by are also
worried about noise and disruption from
construction work which they fear could
span up to eight years. And they say the
description of the new development
emulating the organic evolution of a village
is misleading as it is “simply another
dormitory development from which the
residents need go elsewhere to work and
socialise”.
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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Footpath destroyed and blocked off
A footpath which people in Warmley say has
been in use for almost 70 years has been
destroyed and blocked off.
It is not being seen as a coincidence locally that
there is currently a public consultation taking
place into an application by local residents to get
the path put on the official map.
The claimed footpath runs from Goldney Avenue
along the track between property numbers 20 &
22 in a south-westerly direction for about 75
metres, past a row of former Merlin Housing
Association garages and down a bank to join the
Dramway footpath which in turn links to the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path.
Evidence from 36 people detailing public use
from 1950 through to 2018 supports the
application. However, the path is no longer
accessible as not only have wire fences been
erected from both sides but a huge hole has been
dug.
Last September plans to build eight houses on the
site were withdrawn after a catalogue of concerns
- including a public safety warning from the Coal
Authority about old mine workings on the site.
Council planners said the number of homes being
proposed was overly ambitious, there was not
enough amenity space, parking provision was
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cramped – and the plans failed to take into
account the access onto the Dramway.
A second attempt to get permission to build
seven homes on the site was lodged in January
of this year – but it was withdrawn the following
month. Now part of the site has been dug up.
When the first application was lodged last year,
a group of local residents applied to the council
for an order to modify the Definitive Map to
include the footpath. The consultation (which is
on the council’s website) opened at the end of
March and the deadline for comments is 25th
May.
The closure of the well-used path means that
people who want to access the Dramway now
have to go another way, which is not so
accessible as it is steep.
Merlin Housing Society gave tenants notice to
quit the garages in August 2017 and the plot was
sold at auction in November of that year with
vacant possession and “scope for a residential
development”, subject to planning consent. The
guide price was £115,000 but it sold for
£186,000.
The applicant in both bids to build on the
site was local firm David Cahill Design
Consultants.

The footpath as it was

As it is now following excavation work

The Week in • Wednesday 10th April 2019

Tackling congestion will help
buses reach their full potential
Buses are part of the solution, not the problem,
as far as getting around the region is concerned,
but according the First West of England
Managing Director James Freeman, the roads
need sorting first.
Whenever the bus boss calls in to The Week In
offices for a catch-up, it’s usually on the back of a
recent change to services or following complaints
from customers in one part of the area. His latest
review of local services was no different, with both
good and not so good news to report. But for almost
all of the negative impacts, the root cause was the
same – the slow speed at which traffic moves in
Bristol and Bath and the disruption caused by
roadworks.
The disruption at Temple Meads was cited as a prime
example. According to Mr Freeman, it hardly takes
any time for the 349 and X39 timetables to be thrown
into complete disarray. Buses are delayed on the way
into Bristol and then on the way back out so a 349
can be 40 minutes behind schedule before it starts its
second round trip. On the X39 alone, up to 14 extra
buses have been put on the route purely to maintain
some sort of regularity.
Having just met with residents in Stockwood, he
admits the No 2 service is most unreliable of them
all at the moment. “It gets stuck in traffic at every
point in the journey,” he says of the route which runs
via Sturminster Lane and the Wells Road to Temple
Meads before continuing via Henleaze and
Southmead to Cribbs Causeway. It’s not all due to
roadworks - the main problem is simply the volume
of traffic.
It’s not all bad news though. He cites the 36 in

Brislington, which follows a route largely insulated
from the heavy traffic in the area which, together
with its own team of drivers, is showing a dramatic
improvement. In Keynsham, the experiment using a
taxi to connect the 39 from St John’s Church to the
Park Estate in the evenings is working well and the
format may well be rolled out on other low-use
routes. The only regret is that the evening departures
do not appear on the official B&NES timetables as
it is not an officially registered bus service. Mr
Freeman admits also that First has not done enough
to promote the Park Estate to Bath through a
ticketing arrangement with the A4 Air Decker
service at Keynsham Church.
Driver recruitment remains an ongoing challenge,
but the situation is improving from last autumn
when some services were severely disrupted. “We
pay our drivers very well but it is a hard job –
especially when the traffic is bad,” he tells us. A
noticeable number of taxi drivers have joined
recently and critically, retention levels are
increasing.
As to the future and returning to the issue of traffic,
Mr Freeman says First are ready for the challenge
presented by clean air zones (CAZ) in Bath and
Bristol. A bio-methane station is being installed at
the Lawrence Hill depot and the first gas-powered
buses are due next year. And with the West of
England Combined Authority securing funding to
convert around 200 buses to CAZ compliant Euro 6
diesel engines, the First boss is confident his
company can contribute to emissions reduction – it
just needs somebody else to sort out the roads his
buses have to travel on.

Sudoku
1-Easy

James Freeman

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 14th April

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Chief exec responds to
concerns over
appointments
Dear Editor
You ran a story in Issue 569 on page 5
about the property development company
Aequus Development Limited (ADL) and
appointments to its board.
I would like to respond on behalf of Bath
& North East Somerset Council to that
story.
The council wishes to make it clear that
the process to appoint a Chairman and
Non-Executive Director to the Board of
ADL followed normal procedures and
was shared in advance with all the
political group leaders within the council.
The positions were publicly advertised
and a robust appointment process was
followed to ensure that candidates with
the required skills and experience were
appointed.
The council as Shareholder of the
company is satisfied that this process
complied with all required procedures and
has no further comment to make about
this.
Ashley Ayre
Chief Executive
Bath & North East Somerset Council

Why I’m proud of
Britain’s foreign aid
Dear Sir
Last week some sections of our press, The
Sun and the Daily Mail, have been calling
for cuts in the foreign aid budget.
I am very proud of the fact that Great
Britain is one of the very few countries in
the world that spends 0.7% of its budget
on foreign aid, as suggested by the UN.
This means that for every pound we get,
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we donate 0.7p; we keep 99.3p. In terms
of money, last year we donated 14.5
billion pounds and kept over 2 trillion
pounds!
We are the 5th largest economy in the
world, one of the richest nations on earth.
The aid budget helps people who do not
have food for themselves and their
families, who do not have shelter,
sanitation, medical assistance and
schools.
I am sure that it will make little difference
to the UK if we kept 100% of our money
instead of 99.3%. In contrast, for the
recipients, the aid means a difference
between being able to feed their children
or not.
I feel very uneasy when I read about
‘protecting our British interests’, in this
context. What does it mean? 99.3% is not
enough? Or we only help if we can profit
from it?
Poor countries need business and
investment in their economies and
millions of people have been lifted out of
poverty through business and investment.
However, do we conduct business with
them on an equal basis or are we the ones
who determine the rules, biased in our
favour?
If business was conducted fairly with the
poor nations, on an equal basis, we would
not have poverty in the world. Aid would
not be needed.
In addition, the critics of the aid system
say that the money given never arrives at
the hands of the ones who needs it. As a
donor, the UK has the means to determine
how the money is used. Let us improve
the control, not cut the aid.
‘Charity starts at home’ is a myth. Charity
starts where it is most needed. Poverty is
a scandal anywhere. The poor suffer

equally, regardless where they are.
Where has our compassion gone? Let us
be proud of the 0.7%!
Clarice A Corfield, Keynsham

What a wasted
opportunity!
Dear Editor
I visited some friends on the Somerdale
estate last week and we decided to eat out
and try The Chocolate Quarter restaurant.
On walking down there the restaurant
closes at 3pm and the Block B pizza
restaurant at 6 but we could eat at the
Pavilion bar snacks if they were doing
them.
Come on! What a golden opportunity for
a nice restaurant to use in the evening or
have a pizza. The estate is certainly large
enough and once word of mouth started,
I am sure they would be extremely busy.
It is a lovely complex with lots of things
to do during the day. For those of us who
work, the timings are dreadful, even after
a swim or gym session/class there is
nowhere to eat or drink for a social gettogether. Please can they rethink their
opening times and at least stay open until
9pm and see how it goes.
These eateries should be an asset to
Keynsham. It was always extremely busy
as ‘Cadbury’s’ - let’s try and get it back to
when it was a thriving community. Has
anyone else found this and been frustrated
at these unexplainable opening times?
Name and address supplied

Cynical about police safety
concerns!
Dear Editor
Residents have asked the police to
monitor the speed of traffic around the
lanes of Wick, Bitton, and Upton

Cheyney. The response was there is
nowhere safe to park.
I am sure the person who has the
equipment rides a motorcycle so there
must be a spot he could pull into along the
lanes to monitor the speed of traffic, or is
it a case of ‘Health and Safety’?
Strange though they can park just around
a bend or at the bottom of a hill with
‘speeding’ traffic and feel safe. Maybe
I’m cynical but just a thought.
Nick, Oldland

Dying with dignity
Dear Editor
This week the largest ever assisted dying
poll (Populus) has found huge public
support for a change in the law, and with
the South West having 83%, it is
essentially the same as the national
average at 84%.
In these divided times, giving dying
people compassion and choice at the end
of life is clearly a cause that unites us.
When my own father was terminally ill
with stomach cancer, and in great pain
and distress, he attempted to take his own
life. Unfortunately MPs are not reflecting
the views of their own constituents on this
important issue, and this has to change. If
your readers have seen a loved one suffer
at the end of life, or if they care about how
they, or their nearest and dearest will die,
I urge them to join our local group. It is
crucial that MPs listen to the people of
Bath and Bristol on this subject and
ensure that dying people do not have to
suffer against their wishes at the end of
life.
Stella Hurley
Saltford
Bathandbristol.Group@dignityindying
.org.uk
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LETTERS
WI fundraising event beats
expectations
Dear Editor
Keynsham WI held a craft and cake sale
at the Royal British Legion on 30th
March.
Our aim was to raise £500 but we were
delighted to have actually raised £713 on
the day - a huge success.

We are hoping to present the cheque to the
Children’s Hospice South West at
Charlton Farm, Wraxall, when some of
our members visit them in May.
Bonny Price
Keynsham WI

Shopping centre manager
responds to concerns
Dear Editor
I am sorry to read in Issue 570 of the
disappointing experience of your
correspondent in relation to the butcher
trading with us at Kings Chase Shopping
Centre. Mark’s Mobile Butcher’s have
been trading with us for a full year and we
have had very few instances of negative
feedback.
Mark’s team work with the shopping
centre on a licence agreement to trade five

The Week in • Wednesday 10th April 2019

days out of seven each week. The team
have been certified by the council for food
safety and they have been signed of by an
independent fire officer, allowing suitable
pedestrian access on either side at the
front steps.
They are a popular draw for the centre and
a welcome part of the customer offer and
our visitor experience. Their location near
the Regent Street steps gives access to the
greatest share of our walk-in visitors and
trading from the shoppers’ car park at
Kimberley Road would not make the
operation economically viable or as easily
accessible.
At the end of the trading day, the van
reverses along the pedestrianised area
between Boswells and New Look, the
safest route back to Downend Road,
accompanied by our security team. I am
sorry to read of your correspondent’s
experience as undignified. We will review
our communications with the public in
light of this feedback, which we take very
seriously.
I am sure our security team member did
not intend to manhandle visitors or cause
anyone to feel humiliated in any way on
visiting Kings Chase Shopping Centre.
I would be happy to meet your
correspondent face to face to assure him
of our best practice.
The Centre Manager

Aerial Man. They are a first class aerial
specialist, efficient, thorough and above
all very pleasant in the way they go about
their business.
Graham P Steer
Whitchurch

looking for help via this newspaper.
I feel that the contents may be important
to Lydia, so if you are out there and were
expecting a note that never arrived, please
can you contact me via The Week In? I
would really like to pass it on.
Linda Honeychurch

Could an underpass be the
solution at roundabout?
Dear Sir
The number of complaints and criticisms
of the Wraxall Road roundabout
demonstrates the adverse views of those
who know.

he council’s proposal is for a
‘through about’ – would an
underpass be better?

I have a vision, as a famous person
pronounced previously. Give the priority
routes at roundabouts an underpass to
avoid traffic congestion. Probably only a
minority realise the benefits of the Temple
Way underpass of the Old Market Street
junction. If this can be so effective, why
not elsewhere?
Roger Tilley
Oldland Common

Praise for advertiser

Trying to trace Lydia

Dear Editor
Firstly, thanks for The Week In - always
a great read.
Secondly, I obviously cannot vouch for
every business advertising in your weekly
publication, however, from personal
experience I can heartily recommend The

Dear Sir
Several weeks ago a note was put through
my door in The Meadows, Hanham,
addressed only to ‘Lydia’. This was
obviously not meant for me, and I have
made many inquiries locally since in an
attempt to trace this lady. So I'm now

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We aim
to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300 words
and supply your full name and address for
reasons of authentication. Only the name
and district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible under
certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices
no later than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week.
E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think, send us
your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Residents reassured over explosion
fears at hi-tech car plant
South Gloucestershire councillors have approved the
latest plans for a massive new research and development
facility for low emission vehicles at the Bristol & Bath
Science Park.
Work is already under way on the site after the University of
Bath’s detailed plans were approved last October, with the
latest application being for a revised phasing scheme.
The scheme will create hundreds of jobs and the university’s
aim is for the facility to become one of the top three sites in
the world for automotive powertrain research by 2023.
As we have previously reported, some Lyde Green residents
living very close to the site have said they were unaware of
outline proposals for the greenfield site as it did not show up
in reports when they purchased their new homes, and some
did not receive notification from the council of the more
detailed plans.
Pat Bere addressed the Strategic Sites Delivery Committee
last Thursday on behalf of residents in Poppy Close and
Meadowsweet Road in Lyde Green, the two roads closest to
the new development, to highlight concerns.
She said when she and her husband bought their home in
April 2017, nothing was said to them about any outline plans
for the site in question. “This goes for our neighbours too.”
Mrs Bere said not only will the new two-storey building
dwarf and overlook their home, there will be three massive
fuel storage tanks holding 40,000 litres positioned a stone’s
throw away, with waste storage units and a car park nearby.
She said residents are fearful of the risk of explosion and
highlighted the incident at the Buncefield oil storage facility
in Hemel Hempstead in 2005 in which local homes and

businesses were wrecked, and feel the tanks should be on a
different part of the large site on, away from homes: “We fear
there is a disaster waiting to happen. It will be like sitting on
a ticking time bomb, what with the various fuels, waste
storage, 7.2 metre tower storing Argon and retaining wall
made from wood.”
Mrs Bere also highlighted concern about noise: “We are
likely to get low-pitched humming from cooling units, etc.
Also there is a reference in the application to Parc Ferme
racing car engines, which refers to Formula One. And there
is an electric generator not marked on plans which I can see
from my house.”

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Coffee-flavoured
liqueur (3,5)

1. Long journey (4)

5. Chinese idol (4)

3. Type of acid (6)

9. Constituent (7)

4. Jot (4)

10. Mindless (5)

6. Musical instrument (7)

11. Impromptu (2,3)

7. Furtive (8)

13. Refusal (6)

8. Firmly attached (5)

15. Belief (5)

12. Muscular strength (5)

17. African river (4)

13. Condemn (5)

19. Curve (3)

14. Bewitch (8)

20. Vow (4)

16. Epoch (3)

21. Grassy surface (5)

18. Flax product (7)

23. Fame (6)

21. Rustling sound (5)

24. Raising agent (5)

22. Edict (6)

28. Requirements (5)

25. Food dressing (5)

29. Care for (7)

26. Against (4)

30. Whirlpool (4)

27. Optical device (4)

31. Indefatigable (8)
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2. In advance (5)

And she said if the committee approved the application
residents wanted landscaping which camouflaged the
industrial site from their homes.
She also informed the committee that people are working on
the site outside of permitted hours.
Agent Cathy Francis said the University of Bath
acknowledged the concerns of some local residents. She said
that the fuel tanks and their operation had been designed to
rigorously comply with the relevant environmental
legislation and standards to ensure that the fuel installation
risks from fire and explosion are minimal.
And a report from council planners said the noise report had
been carefully scrutinised by the council’s environmental
protection officer, and the landscape implications of the
scheme are “acceptable”.
Cllr Ian Boulton told the committee he had sympathy with
the residents and suggested they may wish to pursue civil
action against the professional advice they had received.

Householders
disturb suspect
The residents of a home in Memorial Road, Hanham,
were disturbed by noises at the front door on the evening
of Sunday 31st March and when they went to
investigate, they found a man outside who claimed to be
security from a local school and asked for a pen and
paper.
They refused and told him to leave, which he did. They
discovered both the external and internal porch doors
had been damaged, which caused the noise.
The incident happened at around approximately 8.30pm.
The man was described as white, aged between 20 and
30, and about 5ft 6in tall. He wore a baseball cap and
had a black scarf wrapped around his mouth.
Call 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111 if you have any information that can help the police.
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Greens criticise Mayor over
air quality plan delay
The Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees, who frustrated the
Environment Minister in February when he missed a
second deadline to produce an air quality plan, has now
announced that a business case will be submitted to the
government in September.
But Green councillors have hit out at the “depressing” delay
while other cities have already got their act together.
Mr Rees said last week: "Working closely with the
government’s Joint Air Quality Unit, we have confirmed the
actions we are taking to develop an effective and inclusive
clean air plan for Bristol that remains on target to achieve
compliance at the earliest possible opportunity.
"We will submit an outline business case to government in
September, detailing our proposed initiatives including a
local scrappage scheme, increased usage of a freight
consolidation facility, a charge for the most polluting buses,
taxis, HGVs and LGVs and further bus improvements. A full
business case will then be submitted by the end of this year.
"As a result, we will be formally consulting on our revised
plans this summer, giving the public an opportunity to share
their views.
"Our initial modelling showed that there was potential for
adverse impacts on the lowest income families. This makes
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it crucial that we have a plan to tackle air pollution in a way
that reaches compliance levels while maintaining our aims
for an inclusive economy, building a city where nobody is
left behind. We will deliver a clean air plan that contributes
to our future vision for a healthier, cleaner, inclusive and
sustainable city."
Eleanor Combley, leader of the Green group on the city
council, said: “More evidence of the stark health impacts of
air pollution is discovered every few months. So it is deeply
depressing that in the face of this public health crisis –
responsible for an estimated 300 deaths per year in Bristol –
Bristol’s Labour administration is going back to the drawing
board once again instead of taking the bold action needed to
save lives.
“Under their current plans there’s no chance of any real
action being taken until well into 2020. As well as a public
health emergency, this is an equalities issue. People in some
of the poorest parts of the city, in wards like Lawrence Hill,
not only suffer the most from air pollution but are less likely
to own cars than wealthier residents.
“Cities that have got their act together and produced concrete
plans – like Birmingham – have already won tens of millions
of pounds from the government to implement clean air zones

Eleanor Combley

and reduce the impact on residents through funding for a
scrappage scheme and support for taxis.
“The Mayor should release the expensive research the
council commissioned into clean air options so Bristolians
can see on what basis he has refused to act, and how much
longer it will take us to bring air quality levels down under
his new proposals.”
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Young Bristol Harlequins
players to represent England
Youngsters from Bristol Harlequins
Rugby Club in Brislington will be heading
to Italy next month to represent England.
The Under 8s and Under 10s will be
taking part in the mini-rugby 6 Nations
competition on Saturday 4th May at
Vimercate, north of Milan.
The club currently has more than 100
junior members between the ages of four
and 13 and taking part in an international
competition will be a major step
forward for these particular age groups.

Although called the 6 Nations, there were
teams from 10 countries at last year’s
event.
The club has been busy fundraising to
purchase kit for the young players and to
assist with travelling expenses for them
and the families. Local businesses have
become involved and a fundraising page
has been set up to raise £2,000 through
individual
donations.
Go
to
www.justgiving.com and search for
Bristol Harlequins Mini 6 Nations.

Keynsham’s Chocolate
Quarter wins top
architectural award
The Chocolate Quarter in Keynsham has
won the award for Best Regeneration
Project at the Pinders Healthcare Design
Awards 2019.
The award was presented to Bristol-based
charity the St Monica Trust, who
redeveloped the former Cadbury’s factory
into a luxury retirement village with 136
apartments and a 93-bed care home.
Since it officially opened in April last year,
The Chocolate Quarter in Keynsham has
gained national interest as it combines
retirement living with a range of facilities
which are open to the public, including B
Block pizzeria, Somer Dining bistro, a health
spa, hairdressers, nail bar and cinema.
David Williams, chief executive of the St
Monica Trust, said: “This prestigious award
is a welcome acknowledgement of the
importance of listening to the people using
our services and placing the concept of
community integration at the heart of The
Chocolate Quarter’s design.
“It’s also testament to the skill and dedication
of KWL architects and the Andrew Wilson
Partnership (AWP) in incorporating this
concept into the final design and build of the
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development, which is now home to more
than 320 residents and staff.”
Celebrating their 20th anniversary, the
Pinders Design Awards promote and
recognise the very best developments in all
types of care-related property. The categories
have been selected to recognise the
achievements of the widest range of
designers, developers and operators. Whilst
architectural standards and innovation are
key factors, the awards also recognise the
degree to which the project meets the needs
and desires of residents.
The award was presented at a gala luncheon
held at the Royal Lancaster Hotel in London
last month. Special guests at the awards
ceremony were Chocolate Quarter residents
Fred and Pat Hewitt. Not only did the couple
take part in the initial focus groups that
influenced the design of The Chocolate
Quarter, but they were also among the first
residents to move in.
Our picture shows representatives of the
architects, St Monica Trust and AWP at the
awards ceremony with ‘Green Goddess’
fitness guru Diana Moran, who presented the
award, seated third from the left.
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VIP reception for
former Ks player
Former Keynsham Town footballer Mervyn Hughes
returned to the AJN Stadium as the VIP guest.
Now in his 90th year, Mervyn played for the Ks in
1953 and noticed a lot of changes during his VIP tour,
most notably the 3G artificial playing surface.
The club laid on a reception for Mervyn and his family,
some of who had travelled from Leicester for the day.
Having met manager John Allen and assistant Russell
Holt, Mervyn said he was tempted to put his boots on
and join the pre-match warm-up. He settled for the
terraces though and enjoyed the 2-0 home victory over
Portishead Town.
Mervyn will celebrate his 90th birthday in May, by
which time he is hoping there will be an additional
present – Keynsham’s promotion to the Toolstation
Western League Premier division.
Following Saturday’s win, Keynsham travelled to
Division One promotion rivals Cheddar on Tuesday
and came away with another 2-0 victory to go top of
the league.

Mervyn Hughes
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Charity overwhelmed
by support after
minibus vandalism
After one of Keynsham and District Mencap minibuses
was vandalised at the end of March, the community
rallied round to help gets it back on the road.
Three tyres were slashed, the spare wheel stolen, the
retaining steel cable cut, the side of the vehicle scratched
and one of the wing mirror lens was removed, causing more
than £700 of damage.
Sadly this wasn’t the first time the bus had been targeted in
recent months.
Emma Clare, a supporter of the society and previous
volunteer, independently set up a Facebook fundraising
page which gained £340 in donations in just 24 hours and
it’s now up to almost £400. Ablefit Tyres and Exhausts in
Brislington and Independent Welding Services in
Kingswood also stepped in to help.
The bus is a lifeline for the charity and its members and with
members of Keynsham Mencap’s Music Man Project due
to go to London to perform at the Royal Albert Hall soon,
this incident could not have come at a more challenging
time.
The bus is crucial to their transportation, as well as the
activities and services that the charity provides for its
members. This thoughtless act also happened in the same
week that takings of £150 from one of the clubs was stolen
from a member of staff.
“We are completely overwhelmed by the support of the
community who have come to our aid in our hour of need

and we can’t thank them enough,” said operations manager
Laura Jefferies.
“For a self-funding charity that relies on donations and the
help of the community, these events were a heart-breaking
blow to the society as we now need to cover hundreds of
pounds of repair costs. Thankfully the funds raised on our
behalf will go a long way to putting right some of the
damage that has been caused.”
The tyres have been replaced, and the vehicle is roadworthy
again. The scratched paintwork was due to be repaired this
week.
The society is now looking for alternative storage for both
minibuses, somewhere in Keynsham that is safe and secure,
and where volunteer drivers can access them during the
evening and weekend.
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Keynsham schoolboys raise Electric car charging points
for Speedwell development
money for local charity
A group of young local
football players have raised
an impressive tally for the
Bath and Wiltshire Sports
Trust charity by putting on
a quiz night at St John’s
Church in Keynsham.
The boys, all players for the
county schools FA team
which forms part of the
trust, set about organising
the event that saw more
than 70 people take part.
“At Bath and Wilts we’re
encouraged to develop as much off the
pitch as on it,” said Theo Lynden, 13, of
Wellsway School in Keynsham. “We used
the team’s values of Responsibility,
Curiosity, Resilience, and Compassion to
go out and sort the venue, sell tickets, and
ask local businesses for donations to our
raffle.”
And 11-year-old Jake Alexander said:
“We’d like to thank everyone who came
and joined in, everyone that helped
organise the event, and all the businesses
that donated prizes.”
As a result of their efforts Theo and Jake

House builder Crossman Homes is installing
electric car charging points at its
development at Speedwell Baths.
The company is building 31 one and twobedroom homes on the site of the former
swimming baths which had stood empty
since their closure in 2005. Brad Hughes,
from Crossman Homes, said: “Electric car

ownership is growing in popularity and will
soon be much more accessible to many more
drivers so anything we can do to make
owning and charging these vehicles easier
can only be a good thing.”
According to the Society of Motor
Manufacturers and Traders, registrations of
electric cars averaged 5,000 during 2018.

Wetherspoon pub
going up for sale
and their fellow players, Joss, 10, and
Keegan, 12, raised more than £900 by the
end of the evening.
The trust helps to develop children
through participation, travel, ownership
and exploration in a variety of sports and
programmes. Recent initiatives have
included a trip to Ghana to build a
football facility and teach local children.
Special thanks go to Tesco, Smart
Computers, Sainsburys, Boots, The
Entertainer, Gordon and Claudia McVie,
St John’s Church, Beautiful Things by
Nicola Clarke, and Tildenet.

St George’s Hall in Church Road, Redfield,
is one of 16 pubs that JD Wetherspoon plans
to sell off. JD Wetherspoon has reportedly
said that closing the pubs is a commercial
decision that has been taken after long

consideration. Profits at the pub chain fell
19% in the six months to the end of January.
The pub is the former Granada cinema,
although it was originally called St George’s
Hall when it was built.

Free concert
The St George Singers will be giving a concert of music for Passiontide and Easter on
Tuesday 16th April at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity Church, High Street, Kingswood.
Admission and car parking are free, as are the refreshments in the interval.
A retiring collection will be taken in aid of the Kingswood-based children’s hospice at
home charity Jessie May.

Situations Vacant
Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.
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Celebrating 10 years of Choices 4 U
Choices 4 U, a service which provides day opportunities
for people over the age of 16 with learning difficulties in
South Gloucestershire, is celebrating its 10th anniversary.
Service users and support staff were joined by the Vice-Chair
of South Gloucestershire Council Brian Allinson at a
celebration event held at Kingswood Leisure Centre to mark
the anniversary.
Choices 4 U provides support that is adapted to enable people
with learning difficulties to become more connected to their
community, achieve learning, signpost users towards
employment aspirations and access meaningful social and
leisure interests that promote good health and wellbeing. The
overall aim is to help people lead a fulfilling life.
The service is run by South Gloucestershire Council and
gives those with learning difficulties a range of activities to

try out as well as helping them to learn new skills. The
dedicated team work with more than 50 members across
South Glos. At present almost half of the members are
involved in employment or training supported by the service.
Cllr Allinson said: “It was great to join in with Choices 4 U’s
10th anniversary celebrations and meet some of the people
who benefit from the service. Choices 4 U provides valuable
assistance to some of our more vulnerable residents.
The support and encouragement the team provide is excellent
and really shows through in the development of their
members.”
Martyn Hinam, manager at Kingswood Active Lifestyle

Centre, said: “As an organisation that’s heavily invested in
the local community, we’re passionate about our work with
Choices 4 U and are proud that we’ve been part of their
journey since the beginning. Having the service at our
Lifestyle centres means that our customers and staff regularly
engage with service users, which helps them to feel
connected to the community. It’s honestly been a pleasure to
work with the Choices 4 U team, and of course the service
users, for the past 10 years and we look forward to supporting
the service for many more years to come.”
Find out more about Choices 4 U by visiting
www.southglos.gov.uk/choices4u

Breakfast and
sale at church
St James’ Church will be holding a breakfast morning
with table top sale in the church hall, Richmond Road.
Mangotsfield on Saturday 27th April from 10am to 1pm.
There will be lots to buy, from pottery to hand-made
cards and jewellery.
Everyone is welcome and there is free admittance. Last
orders for breakfast will be taken at 12.30pm.
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Spotlight on local council elections
Some familiar names are missing from the
list of candidates declared for next
month’s local council elections.
As we reported in Issue 569, Charles
Gerrish, the present B&NES Cabinet
Member for Finance & Efficiency and
Deputy Leader of the council, is giving up
his Keynsham North seat to become nonexecutive chair of Aequus, the council’s
property company.
Also, in Keynsham East, long-serving
councillor Brian Organ, along with fellow
Conservative Marie Longstaff, will not be
contesting the 2nd May election. In the third
Keynsham ward (South) competition looks
like it will be keen with nine candidates
putting themselves forward for the two
council seats.
The two incumbents (Alan Hale and Lisa
O’Brien) are standing once more and they
are facing competition from Labour and
Liberal Democrats, as well as candidates
from the Green Party, UKIP and the newly
formed Independent Group (BIG) who are
also fielding one in Keynsham East.
Saltford also says goodbye to a longstanding
councillor. Francine Haeberling, who led
B&NES Council between 2007-11 has also
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decided to call it a day while the ward itself
has grown significantly following last year’s
boundary changes.
Meanwhile in neighbouring South
Gloucestershire, some familiar ward names
are disappearing as the map has been
redrawn following a boundary review. The
number of councillors has been cut from 70
to 61.
Kings Chase, Siston and Rodway are going,
and among the new wards that have been
created are Kingswood, New Cheltenham,
and combined wards including Staple Hill &
Mangotsfield, Parkwall & Warmley, Bitton
& Oldland Common and Frenchay &
Downend.
The Boyd Valley ward has been reshaped to
comprise the parishes of Marshfield, Cold
Ashton, Tormarton, Dyrham & Hinton,
Doynton, Wick & Abson and Pucklechurch,
the rural area of Dodington parish, the area
of Westerleigh east of Ram Hill, and the rural
eastern areas of the parish of Siston.
Another part of the old Siston ward (between
Siston Common and the ring road) is going
into the New Cheltenham ward while the
Warmley section of Siston is transferring to
the new Parkwall & Warmley ward.

Many well-known councillors are not
standing in the elections including longstanding Hanham members John and
Heather Goddard and fellow Conservative
Ian Adams (Siston).
Labour councillors Shirley Potts in Staple
Hill, and Andy Perkins and Gareth Manson
(Woodstock) are also stepping down, while

their Labour colleague Martin Farmer
(Kings Chase) is another name that won’t be
on the ballot paper.
Nick Barrett, who was elected in 2015 to the
Parkwall ward as a Conservative, is standing
this time as an Independent
Bristol City Council is not holding local
elections until next year.
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Charity gifts refurbished
van to Keynsham Foodbank
The routine work of Keynsham Foodbank
has just become a lot easier, thanks to the
gift of a van.
The Ford Transit Connect van, which will
make collection of food donations at local
supermarkets and the distribution points
at the Key Centre and St Francis Church,
is a former Avon & Somerset Police
vehicle which has been completely
overhauled by The Wheels Project in
Brislington.
The charity has been involved with motorbased educational training for disaffected
and at risk youngsters for more than 30
years and its mechanical programmes
have an impressive record of improved
attainment and school attendance. Around
half of all students enrolling on further
education courses once completing their
Wheels Project course.
Restoring a community vehicle is the
highest level course provided by the
Wheels Project and it was the students’
choice that the van should be donated to
Keynsham Foodbank. Beyond that,
Independent Vetcare, whose headquarters

are at The Chocolate Quarter in
Keynsham, have donated £500 towards
the van’s insurance and running costs for
the first year.
Keynsham Foodbank provides crisis food
in the Keynsham and Saltford areas, as
well as the Chew Valley and parts of
South Gloucestershire.
During the year to 31st March 2019 the
food bank fed 360 children and 456
adults.
Shoppers at the Waitrose and Tesco stores
in Keynsham make additional purchases
which are left at the donation boxes there.

Who remembers
‘Hanham Road School?’
If names such as Miss Fisher, Miss Wilcox,
Miss Clutterbuck and Mrs Taylor are a
vague memory of your days at school, the
chances are you attended Kingswood
Secondary School for Girls in Hanham
Road Kingswood, during the 1950s or
1960s.
Over half a century later it has been decided
to hold a reunion for pupils whose teenage
years were spent there.
The event will take place at Kingswood
Heritage Museum on Friday 17th May
between 2pm and 4pm and will incorporate
refreshments, a slide show of old
Kingswood, music from the era, a raffle and
school photographs.
Christine Davidson, a volunteer at the
museum in Warmley and an ex-Kingswood
Secondary girl herself, is keen to encourage
grandchildren of past pupils plus other
family members to experience the life of
girls during the lead up to the Swinging 60s.

She hopes that memories and stories will be
shared and even old school projects or a
school uniform brought to the event. At the
time pupils wore bottle green uniforms and
a green beret. They also had to make their
own cookery apron and cap before they were
allowed to learn domestic science and
cookery.
Apart from the area set aside for the reunion,
the museum will be open for families of expupils and other visitors who will be able to
look at artefacts from factories in East
Bristol, ranging from the 131 boot factories
that proliferated in an around Kingswood to
the famous Douglas Motorcycle that played
such an important part in the First World
War.
Tickets for the event cost £5 with
profits going to Kingswood Heritage
Museum. For more information and tickets
contact Christine Davidson on 0770 302
1058.

Community café
movement now raising
funds for a defibrillator
The founder of a movement dedicated to
ending
loneliness
in
South
Gloucestershire and Bristol is now raising
funds for a defibrillator which can be used
in the community cafés she has set up.
Gill Flower, from St George, who
founded the Bristol Community
Friendship Club, has launched three
community cafés – in Longwell Green,
Kingswood and Speedwell - since last
September and wants to open many more
to connect people for friendship.
She said: “Recently someone collapsed in
one of our cafés. We called an ambulance.
The emergency services said it would be
wise for us to get a defibrillator because
it could save a life one day.
“The paramedics were so impressed with
what we do they asked for a pile of our
leaflets to put in the ambulances as they

get called out to lots of lonely people.
“We have half the money for the
defibrillator but we need to raise another
£800.”
The Longwell Green café meets on a
Monday at All Saints United Church on
Bath Road from noon to 3pm. The
Kingswood café meets at Kingswood
Community Centre on Thursdays from
noon to 3pm. And the Speedwell one
opens on Mondays from 11am to 2pm at
Barton Hill Rugby Club, Duncombe
Lane.
Everyone of all ages is welcome at the
cafes where refreshments and light snacks
are available, with free squash for
children.
You can contact Gill on 0117 9025779 or
07948 393397 or email her at
gill.flower@blueyonder.co.uk

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Dishonest trader is sentenced
to 200 hours of unpaid work
A Kingswood man who sold 179 pairs of counterfeit
branded trainers online over the course of a year has been
ordered to carry out 200 hours of unpaid work following
a trial at Bristol Crown Court.
Tobi Akinsola, 27, of New Cheltenham Road, was found
guilty by jury following a two-day trial during which he
protested his innocence to five charges under the Trade
Marks Act for selling and possessing for sale the counterfeit
footwear.
As well as being ordered to carry out 200 hours of unpaid
work, Akinsola (who was convicted at the end of February
and returned to court for sentencing on Friday 29th March)
was also told that he will be subject to proceedings under the
Proceeds of Crime Act which could result in him having to
pay back the £8,630 he generated from his enterprise.
The case was pursued by South Gloucestershire Trading
Standards following receipt of a complaint that Akinsola was
selling counterfeit trainers via eBay. Officers liaised with
brand representatives from two global manufacturers after it
was established that he was selling counterfeit copies of their
trainers through the website. A test purchase of a pair trainers
costing £53.98 from Akinsola took place in January 2018 and
the trainers were confirmed as counterfeit. Akinsola’s home
address was subsequently raided by South Gloucestershire
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Council’s Trading Standards team and police officers, and a
quantity of suspected counterfeit items were seized.
PayPal records were also obtained which indicated Akinsola
had sold a total of 179 pairs of the counterfeit branded
trainers between January 2017 and January 2018, generating
a total of £8,630.15.
In court, it was established that Akinsola had failed to heed
warnings from customers that he was selling counterfeit
trainers. Instead he continued to sell trainers from the same
suppliers he used in China and did not take sufficient steps
to ensure their authenticity.
Upon sentencing, the judge said there was an element of
naivety and immaturity to Akinsola’s actions in selling the
footwear. He branded him a “dishonest trader” whose actions
were not entrepreneurial in the slightest as he was buying
obviously fake goods to sell to online customers who he
“fleeced”.
Akinsola was made subject to a forfeiture order in relation
to the counterfeit footwear seized from his address and he
was also warned that he should expect to lose out financially
as a result of further action ongoing against him under the
Proceeds of Crime Act.
Mark Pullin, Strong, Safer Communities Manager at South
Gloucestershire Council, said: “The sale of counterfeit goods

not only harms the original manufacturer, but often also
means that the purchaser receives low quality goods that have
not been subject to the same tests and standards as the official
items.
“The Trade Marks Act 1994 covers offences for businesses
selling and possessing for sale counterfeit goods, and the
maximum punishment for a conviction is 10 years’
imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine.
“Anyone who suspects they may have been sold counterfeit
goods is urged to report it to Trading Standards by calling
03454 04 05 06.”

Deliberate fire
Crews from Temple and Hicks Gate fire stations were
called to a fire in the living room of a flat in Leicester
Square, Soundwell, last Wednesday morning.
Two firefighters in breathing apparatus used one highpressure hose reel to extinguish the fire. They also used
a positive pressure ventilation fan to clear smoke from
the property.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service says the cause is thought to
be deliberate.
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Editor’s Comment

Why is B&NES afraid to
discuss difficult decisions?
Stories about Keynsham’s one-way system have appeared
in The Week In since 2012.
While the subject has attracted more than its fair share of
controversy over that time, B&NES Council has now
decided on what it wants the town centre to look like in future
and is in the process of making the case to the West of
England Combined Authority to help pay for it.
What has frustrated our reporting of events is not that the
one-way traffic system was chosen in preference to the other
options like full pedestrianisation, a gyratory or allowing
traffic to cross from High Street to Temple Street. It is the
manner in which both council employees and elected
representatives appear to have made the facts fit a plan they
had from the start and yet still claim they are doing what the
local residents want.
Just to remind ourselves of the context: a traffic order came
into effect in spring 2017 to trial the one-way system for a
period of up to 18 months. Prior to that, the council’s publicly
stated position was that the one-way would be tried first
before any alternative options would be considered. The
scheme started in May 2017 and a survey conducted in early
2018 quizzed around 1,600 residents, as well as local
businesses.
At that point, fewer than a quarter of respondents wanted the
one-way system made permanent, 39% wanted the trial
halted and a further 30% specified ‘improvements’. The most
frequently cited ‘improvements’ were pedestrianisation of
the High Street and allowing traffic to cross into Temple
Street – something other than the one-way system in fact.
More businesses reported a drop in takings than an increase.
It was fair to say in early 2018 that the case had not yet been
made for the one-way system.
However, B&NES took the 23% in favour and added the
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Crossing from High Street to Temple Street was a popular ‘improvement’

30% which included proponents of full pedestrianisation and
linking Temple Street to declare that 53% of residents
approved. The local media, including The Week In, were
informed of this good news and it was only when the survey
analysis was published 24 hours later that the real picture
began to emerge.
Still, that was not the end of the matter. Local residents were
told that B&NES Cabinet would make a final decision during
the summer. Cabinet meetings came and went but the
Keynsham one-way trial failed to make it on to any meeting
agenda. Then, in October, The Week In learnt, almost by
accident, that the trial had been made permanent by a
B&NES Council employee and that the statutory public
notice advertising that fact had been placed in a newspaper
which sells just a handful of copies in Keynsham’s town
centre newsagents.
As reported in Issue 556 – 19th December, we attempted to
find out more about the decision-making process in emails
to Mark Shelford, the B&NES Council Cabinet Member
responsible for transport. By the end of last year we had
heard nothing and after further reminders, Cllr Shelford
acknowledged last month that he had indeed received our
emails. He told us he thought his “team” was dealing with
our questions and promised to chase them for a reply. Two
weeks later, and with no further response we contacted him
again – only to be told he could not speak to us because of
election purdah. This is a period imposed in the run-up to
local elections during which councillors are limited in their
public statements for fear of influencing potential voters.
In early January, we also submitted a Freedom of Information
request to B&NES on another matter related to the
Keynsham one-way trial. Despite the maximum time limit
for a response of 20 working days, it took the council 49 days
and a complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office

for us to receive what were fairly straightforward answers.
Important issues, such as air pollution or indeed, the future
of Keynsham town centre, have been overshadowed in our
reporting by questions about B&NES Council’s decisionmaking process. Not every decision a council takes is going
to be popular. The one-way saga is still very much in the
public interest, yet the bunker mentality seems to have been
preferred to engaging with the public and confronting
contentious issues.

Mark Shelford
wants to be
Police & Crime
Commissioner

As for Cllr Shelford, it seems he has his sights set on higher
office. Although he will contest next month’s council
elections to represent Widcombe in Bath, it may only be for
a year or so. This is because he has also been chosen as the
Conservative Party candidate in the 2020 election for Avon
& Somerset Police & Crime Commissioner. Let’s hope he
has brushed up on his communication skills by then.

The Week in • Wednesday 10th April 2019

Art exhibition
at village show
The Fishponds-based Bristol Phoenix Art
Club will be staging an exhibition as part
of Iron Acton’s annual May Day
celebrations on Bank Holiday Monday,
6th May. The show will be in the village
hall from 10am to 4pm. The club will be
raising funds by selling teas, coffees and
cakes. Some affordable works of art in the
exhibition will be for sale.
The club, which has featured in the event

for many years, meets on Wednesdays at
Fishponds Methodist Church in Guinea
Lane from 10am to noon. Members have
different talents and interests.
Other attractions at Iron Acton’s May Day
celebrations include Maypole dancing and
modern/traditional dancing performances
on the village green, live musical
entertainment, a dog agility display and a
Taekwondo demonstration.

Elderly woman robbed at
knifepoint in Brislington
Police are appealing for witnesses after an
elderly woman was robbed in Brislington
on Monday 25th March.
The incident took place on Manworthy
Road at around 5.35pm. A man with a
knife stole a bag containing a laptop out
of the boot of a car before running away.
He is described as being in his late teens,
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Self-build homes idea
for Green Belt site
Outline planning permission is being
sought to build three homes on Green Belt
land used for grazing ponies and horses at
Bridgeyate.
The bid to change the use of the small,
triangular-shaped paddock to the north west
of Chesley Hill to development land for
housing has been lodged with South
Gloucestershire Council.
The application suggests such a small
development may possibly attract local
young people who wish to form a group of
self-builders. Siston Parish Council has
objected strongly to the plans, saying it
would be an intrusive form of development

in this section of the Bristol and Bath Green
Belt, contrary to all widely accepted national
and local protective planning policies.
The Coal Authority has also raised a
“substantive concern”, saying the site falls
within the defined Development High Risk
Area. The applicant has submitted some coal
mining information to accompany the
application, but the Coal Authority does not
consider this adequately addresses the
impact of coal mining legacy on the
proposed development.
The deadline for comments on the planning
application - reference P19/2466/O - is 17th
April.

about 5ft 9in and slim, with dark hair. He
was wearing a green hooded top and dark
trousers.
Police are particularly keen to speak to
two people who were in the area at the
time and who may have witnessed the
incident – a man wearing a pink jumper
and a woman riding a bike.
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Get your clutter under control
With spring being the traditional time of year to give your home a good sort-out and clean, we spoke to Hanham accountant turned
professional organiser Jenny Dudfield who helps people declutter their homes and reassess what they really need in life
Marie Kondo, the Japanese organising expert, bestselling
author and star of a hit Netflix show, was the inspiration
for Hanham accountant Jenny Dudfield to change career.
It started back in 2014 when Jenny read a magazine article
about the KonMari method, an approach to tackling and
decluttering your stuff category by category rather than room
by room.
She went on to study Marie Kondo’s best-selling books and
then went on a three-day course in New York last year at
which Kondo was one of the speakers. Jenny became
certified in the KonMari method and is a member of the
Association of Professional Declutterers and Organisers
(APDO). So far she has notched up 500 hours of work, which
means she has reached silver level, having already obtained
green and bronze. She is now working towards gold (1,000
hours of decluttering).
Jenny Dudfield

Jenny, whose business is called Spark Serenity, says there is
a crossover between her old and new career – crucially being
methodical and having attention to detail.
The idea of KonMari - as fans of the Netflix show Tidying
Up with Marie Kondo will know, is that if you properly
simplify and organise your home once, you'll never have to
do it again. Clutter is bad for our minds; tidying up helps you
feel more in control over your world, both physically and
emotionally.
Jenny explains that the key is to remember you are not
choosing what to discard, but what to keep - as Kondo says,
what ‘sparks joy’. But it’s crucial to tidy stuff in the correct
order and that you gather everything from each category in
one place to go through it – a process known as the ‘Power
of the Pile’. You start with sorting out clothes, then books,
papers, miscellany and finally sentimental items.
Although I consider myself pretty tidy and organised, and
can usually find what I’m looking for, I ask Jenny for advice
on a few things. I keep receipts for almost everything, mainly
because I feel I should. And they pile up! Jenny says the basic
rule is to discard paperwork – just keep important items such
as officially documentation, warranties and recycle the rest.
Then there’s my collection of greetings cards from over the
years. Again, we should keep only those that spark joy. I
imagine there are some from people who are no longer with
us that I won’t be able to let go. But I begin to see the logic
of not keeping the vast majority of them. They served their
purpose at the time.
Taking up a sizeable chunk of space in the recesses of the
attic is a box of my children’s artwork, from their first
scribblings and through the primary years. Jenny queries
whether I actually look at them. Er, no! They’re not bringing
you joy where they are, she explains, and suggests I select
some of my favourites and use them as fun drawer liners that
will bring a smile.
Finally I ask Jenny for some tips on kitchen cupboard
storage. Easy access is the key, she says. Things should be at
eye level and arm height. Label things if necessary and invest

Marie Kondo

in some stacked shelving so things at the back are higher so
you can see them.
It’s such a logical method, I can see why Marie Kondo’s
books sell in their millions. Jenny helps people from all
walks of life in the Bristol and Bath area and finds the lifechanging difference she can bring to people’s lives deeply
rewarding.
You can contact Jenny via www.sparkserenity.com or look
for Spark Serenity on Facebook where you can find details
of a new ‘Clutter Club’ she is starting in Hanham to coach
people on how to get a calm and organised home.
Becky Feather

Big Spring Clean in Kingswood
Jim Whittaker, from the Friends of
Kingswood Park, organised a
successful Big Spring Clean event on
23rd March where they were joined by
local Labour councillor teams who
always take part in the annual event.
The Friends group worked alongside
the litter pickers, weeding, replanting
and clearing away rubbish in Cecil
Road.
Many people visiting shops in the
town centre expressed thanks to the
team for doing such a worthwhile job.
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Police bust underground
cannabis factory
A cannabis factory in Mangotsfield has
been unearthed during a police raid.
Last Thursday the Staple Hill
Neighbourhood Police Team announced
that they had executed a warrant at Long
Road, Mangotsfield, where they found
more than 100 substantial plants in what
they described as a “professional growing
set-up in an underground location”.
Two people have been assisting police
with their inquiries.

Stolen van found crashed
Between 8pm and 11.05pm on Saturday
30th March, someone stole a van from the
driveway of a home in Beechwood
Avenue, Hanham.
The vehicle was found on Hanham Road

after it crashed into a wall.
If you have any information that can help
the police with their inquiries call 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.

Dakota with trainer Kayleigh

Meet trick pony at
HorseWorld’s Open Day
Dakota was part of one of the worst rescue
cases that HorseWorld at Whitchurch
have ever attended. When she came
in she had a foal at foot, was heavily
pregnant, underweight and completely
feral.
HorseWorld trainers Kayleigh and Caitlin
have extensive experience handling horses
from all backgrounds but Dakota and the
horses she was rescued with posed a whole
new challenge.
Kayleigh said: “The horses from Dakota’s
group were unlike any we’ve ever worked
with, it wasn’t just that they were frightened
of us, their instincts overwhelmed them and
told them to run from us so none of our usual
methods worked.”
Nearly three years after she arrived at
HorseWorld she is finally able to do things a
normal horse would be able to do - and more.

Dakota is intelligent and will do anything for
a treat, so the team started to clicker train her
to do tricks and she is now a fully-fledged
agility pony. Dakota will follow her
trainers around an agility course, over small
jumps and tarpaulin, through water and
underneath archways. She will smile on
command and can even count to five with
her hoof.
Kayleigh said: “Dakota is an amazing pony
and has got such a funny character. We are
all really proud of the progress she has made,
she will be able to meet the public at our
open days in 2019.”
Dakota will be making her first ever public
appearance at HorseWorld’s Open Day this
Saturday (13th). She will also be performing
at other events throughout the year. For more
information visit http://www.horseworld.
org.uk/about-us/events/

Attempted garage break-in
Someone tried to force the main door to a
garage at Lower Hanham Road, Kingswood,
at around 12.30am on Sunday 31st March.
This activated an alarm and the offender fled
The Week in • Wednesday 10th April 2019

without gaining entry.
Contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111 if you have any information
for the police.
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Rotary help for
cyclone victims
In response to the devastating cyclone in
Mozambique last month, members of
Kingswood Rotary raised money to
purchase a ShelterBox.
A typical ShelterBox contains all that is
necessary to help a family to survive after
disaster has struck, including a robust tent,
a cooking stove, utensils and tools. In
addition to the ShelterBox, members also
supported local group, The Hive, which
works with vulnerable young adults. The
club will also be offering shoppers in
Kingswood to check their blood pressure
on Thursday 18th April as part of Stroke
Awareness Week.
For more details of events, information on
how to join Rotary or to donate through
Rotary towards the local and international

Public Notices

Treasurer Anthony
Hick with Kingswood
Rotary president
Tina Potter

charities supported by the Club, contact
the Membership Secretary Harvey Henson
on 0775 361 2225.

Family
Announcements
Bereavement

Saltford honours
community heroes
Saltford Parish Council
welcomed many residents to
its Community Awards 2019
ceremony last week.
In total, seven awards were
given to residents for an
outstanding
contribution,
performance or commitment to
Saltford. Council chair Chris
Warren thanked the winners
who received certificates and
£70 for the local organisation
of their choice.
Achievement Awards went to individuals
including Julie Sampson for setting up the
Saltford Wombles; Mary Stoate for training
more than 60 volunteers for the new
community-run Saltford Library (collected
on her behalf by volunteer Ian Purnell);
Catherine Singleton for her actions as chair
of 1st Saltford Scouts; and Kevin Reeves for
his contribution in a number of roles
including Saltford Stars Junior FC and
Saltford Business Network.
A Volunteer Team Award went to Saltford
Primary School Parent Teacher Association
– collected by Ruth Presswood, Emma
Willet and Suzanne Young - who in 2017/18
raised £25,700 and who for the first time in
November organised a community fireworks

event.
A Volunteer Team Award was presented to
Saltford Library volunteers, collected by
Marian O’Leary and Bob Wiggins, who not
only run the library but sell cards and
stationery to raise funds towards the running
costs.
Saltford Community Library and Post Office
Management Team won the Business in the
Community Award, received on behalf of the
management committee by David Halton
and Fred Smedley
Pictured with their certificates are Kevin
Reeves, Ian Purnell, David Halton, Marian
O’Leary, Fred Smedley, Catherine Singleton,
Suzanne Young, Emma Willet, Julie
Sampson, Ruth Presswood & Bob Wiggins.

Community invited to litter pick
People are invited to join in a litter pick
being organised by Oldland Parish Council
on Saturday 13th April, meeting at Cadbury
Heath Hall at 10am.
Free gloves and refuse bags will be available

and groups can borrow litter pickers and
hoops, which will be allocated on a first
come, first served basis.
For more details contact Victoria Hicks on
0117 9615021 or email oldlandpc@live.com

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where
you can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 8th April).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Charlton Park, Charlton
Road, Queens Road, Albert Road,
Chandag Road and the B3116 Wellsway;
in Saltford on Norman Road and the A4
Bath Road; on the A431 Kelston Road; on
the A37 at Pensford and on Pensford Old
Road; on the A39 at Marksbury and
Farmborough.
Bristol:
In Fishponds on Snowdon Road and
Thicket Avenue; in Brislington on the
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A4174 Callington Road, Wick Road and
Talbot Road; in St George on Beaufort
Road, the Kingsway and Air Balloon
Road; in Hengrove on the A37 Wells
Road, A4174 Hengrove Way, Cadogan
Road and Petherton Road; in Whitchurch
on Whitchurch Lane and Hazelbury Road;
also on Stockwood Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
At Court Farm Road in Longwell Green
and Abbots Road in Hanham; at Mill Lane
in Oldland; on the A431 Bath Road at
Swineford; on the A420 at Wick and
Warmley; on the B4465, near Shortwood
Hill; in Kingswood on Court Road and
Tenniscourt Road.

The Week in • Wednesday 10th April 2019

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning

Fencing

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Aerials
Electrical
Foot Health

Builders

Locksmiths
Architectural
Services

Garden Services

Guttering
Carpet Fitters

Motor Services
Appliances

Driveways

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Handyman

Fencing

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Pet Services

Plumbers

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Skip Hire

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Plastering

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Painting
& Decorating

1 week = £20
Plumbers

2 weeks = £18

Tile Services

4 weeks = £17
Wifi

6 weeks = £16
8 weeks = £15
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Venue Hire

Windows & Doors

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com
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Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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