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Government ignores council pleas on education funding
South Gloucestershire councillors have backed the
campaign group made up of
2,000 parents from across the
district who are fighting for fair

funding for schools.
Conservative-controlled South
Glos is already one of the
lowest-funded
education
authorities in the country and it

is estimated that current
Government policies will see
more than £13m of education
cuts in the district by 2019 equivalent to 367 teachers.

Three letters from the council
to the Government setting out
the strong case for additional
funding have so far fallen on
deaf ears.

At the council's meeting last
Wednesday, a motion moved
by Labour councillor Adam
Monk was unanimously agreed
by all members, noting the
“perilous” state of funding
being reported by schools and
concern at the possibility that
schools face resorting to
requests for parental financial
contributions or scaling back
Continued on page 3
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Government ignores council pleas on education funding
Continued from page 1
pupil
activities
as
a
consequence of financial
pressures.
It went on: “Council believes
that the current level of funding
for schools is inadequate and
unsustainable.
Council
welcomes the emergence of the
local Fair Funding For Schools
Campaign and its high-profile
efforts to lobby national policymakers to increase school
budgets. Council endorses the
aim of the Fair Funding For
Schools
Campaign
for
adequate funding and resolves
to work with its members to
make the case to central
Government for increased
funding for all schools."
Councillors also unanimously
backed a Tory amendment that,
after the General Election on
8th June, the council will write
for a fourth time, urgently
requesting a meeting between

In this
week’s
Issue
B&NES opts to reduce
councillor numbers
. . . page 4

leader Matthew Riddle, his
Cabinet and the Schools
Minister
in
the
new
Government.
The council's support was
welcomed by Debbie Porteous,
of the South Glos branch, who
told the meeting the group had
a network of more than 2,000
parents with links to every
primary and secondary school
in the district.
Fair Funding campaigners from
South Glos and Bristol took
part in the Bristol March to
Defend Education at the
weekend which attracted 5000
protesters
and
tonight
(Wednesday) the group is
hosting an Education Question
Time at Our Lady of Lourdes
School in Hanham Road,
Kingswood, from 7pm to 9pm
with the local Parliamentary
candidates.

'Drastic action'
Meanwhile the governors of
Staple Hill Primary School
wrote to parents last week to
warn that “drastic action” is
needed to deal with the funding
cuts. They highlighted the
options they are looking at,
including reducing staffing
levels, changes to school hours,
increasing class sizes and
reducing
curricular
and

pastoral provision such as
breakfast clubs, after-school
clubs and school trips.
In the letter, they said: “By this
time next year the school needs
to find around £100,000 due to
Government funding cuts. This
will severely affect your child's
education. It could mean no
more school trips, no more
after-school clubs, no more
music lessons, less time
devoted to teaching your child
due to staff cuts, and bigger
class sizes. To put these cuts
into perspective, it would need
a contribution of £33 every
month for each child to cover
the shortfall.
“These cuts are due to the new
fairer funding formula being
introduced by the Government

and also increased expectations
from the Government in terms
of pensions, National Insurance
contributions and a new
Apprenticeship Levy. Over the
next few weeks, we will be
looking closely at the school's
budget and resourcing to
identify the best way to manage
this situation.”
The governors say the deficit
for April 2018 to April 2019 is
projected to be around
£100,000 and if they do
nothing, and the Government
does not change the new
formula, the third-year deficit
will be even worse - over
£250,000: “The school needs to
take drastic action.”
Last month we reported that the

Olympus Academy Trust,
which runs two secondary and
five primary schools in South
Glos, has declared at least 39
redundancies, and how the
chief executive of Wellsway
Multi-Academy Trust had
written on behalf of 14 schools,
asking parents in B&NES and
South Gloucestershire to lobby
their MP and the Education
Secretary over “the growing
educational funding crisis”.
• The website www. school
cuts.org.uk - launched by
several unions - highlights the
cuts that individual schools
across the country are facing by
2019 and how many teaching
jobs that equates to.

Council urged to act
over Golden Valley
diversion
. . . page 5
Opposition mounts to
phone mast
. . . page 14
Witness sought
following Emersons
Green assault
. . . page 17
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Saltford

Crash closes A4
A three-vehicle collision on the A4 in
Saltford on Sunday
afternoon closed the
road in both directions
for some time.
South Western Ambulance Service, the police
and Avon Fire & Rescue
all attended. Two people
were taken to the Royal
United Hospital in Bath
with minor injuries.

One of the vehicles involved in the crash
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Longwell Green

Kingswood

Meeting to discuss traffic concerns
Local residents, cyclists, horse riders
and walkers were due to gather this
afternoon (Wednesday) at the Upton
Inn in Upton Cheyney to discuss
problems with the increased traffic in
the Golden Valley due to the road
closure near Tracy Park.
Part of Bath Road at Wick has been
closed since 5th May while Wessex
Water installs a sewerage scheme. The
closure is set to continue until 16th June.
The narrow lanes in the Golden Valley
are being used by many drivers as an
alternative to the official diversion via
Freezing Hill Lane. There can be
gridlock at peak times while at other
times some drivers are going faster than
is safe in the derestricted lanes where a
long-awaited 30mph is due to be
imposed later this year.
One resident told us that drivers
unfamiliar with the lanes had followed
each other down a no access road and a
farmer had to open his field to allow the

Nursery
keeps its
'Good' rating
The Park Neighbourhood Nursery in Hollow
Road is celebrating after
keeping
its
'Good'
Ofsted rating following a
visit by the education
watchdog in April.
The inspector said that
staff know the children
well
and
regularly
observe and monitor
their progress.

Oldbury Lane

vehicles to turn around.
The hope is that today's meeting (starting
at 4.30pm) will prompt South
Gloucestershire Council and the police to
take action. Local councillor Erica
Williams was due to attend.
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One resident told us that 'Road Closed,
Access Only' signs recently put up by the
council were “too little too late” as
motorists were already using the lanes as
a shortcut.

Youngsters are said to be
happy and well settled,
enjoy learning and
develop a good use of
language.
The report said they are
well prepared for the
next stage in their
learning
and
the
transition into primary
school.
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St George

Green up your street

Bitton

Concern over lorries
The police are to carry out
speed checks in Bitton after
concern was raised about
the lorries delivering to the
new housing development
being built in the village.
Infilling to raise the site
levels is currently taking
place to prevent the new
properties from flooding.
This requires as many as 50
lorry loads of material a day

being imported over several
months. Local councillor
Erica Williams has raised
concerns after receiving
complaints that some of the
lorries are travelling faster
than the 20mph speed limit
which applies near The
Meadows Primary School at
drop-off and pick-up times.
Linden will be building more
than 100 homes on the site off
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the A431 Bath Road. The site
was the former Intier factory
which closed more than a
decade ago. The old factory
buildings have now been
demolished and the site,
where there had been industry
since 1761, has been
decontaminated.
The first few homes are
expected to be ready by the
end of this year.

St George in Bloom has announced a special award this
year to encourage local residents to 'Green up their streets'
with colourful floral displays.
All street entries must be within the ward boundaries for St
George. A whole street or group of a minimum of five
residents in a street can apply.
The floral displays must be visible to the public within the
street and the first five street category entries received will
get £100 from St George in Bloom.
Receipts for plants must be submitted when the
enhancement project is completed, and the street or group
of residents will have their floral exhibits judged by the St
George in Bloom judges during July.
The residents will be invited to attend the St George in
Bloom awards ceremony in the autumn.
The closing date for all entries is Monday 24th July. For
more information about St George in Bloom and how to
take part visit www.stgeorgeinbloom.org.uk

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Hanham & North Common

Police appeal after
girls are accosted
Police want to trace two men in a silver car
who spoke to two 13-year-old girls in
Hanham as they walked home from school.
They are also investigating an incident in
North Common in which a man told a girl
to get into his van.
In the first incident, the teenagers were
walking along Lower Hanham Road on Friday
12th May when the occupants of a silver car,
possibly a VW Golf or Polo, wound down the
window and called out to them.
When the teenagers ignored them and walked
on, one of the men held up a mobile phone as
if taking a photo. At no point did either of the
men leave the car, neither did the girls
approach the vehicle. They told their family
when they got home and it was reported to
police via the school the following Monday.
Neighbourhood Sergeant Adrian Fallows said:
“The girls did the right thing by walking away
and telling someone, although we'd always
encourage people to report a suspicious
incident like this straight away by calling 101.
Although no offences were committed, I
would like to reassure the community that we

are looking into this.
“We're keen to speak to the two men,
described as being in their 20s with dark hair.
Anyone with information which could help is
asked to get in touch through our website,
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact, or
by calling 101, quoting reference
5217109373.”
Police are also investigating after a 16-yearold girl reported being spoken to by a man in a
van as she walked a dog in North Common.
It happened at about 5.30pm last Wednesday
(17th May) in the Cloverlea Road area. The
girl said the man commented on the dog and
asked her to get into the van. She said she was
phoning the police and he drove away.
Officers attended and drove around the area
but found no trace of the vehicle.
While police say that no offences have been
identified at this stage, they would like to
speak to the van driver and on Monday
revealed that they were following up a
“promising” line of inquiry.
Anyone with information which could help is
asked to quote reference 5217111334.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Keynsham

Could your home
feature on TV?
People thinking of selling
their home have the
chance to feature it on the
popular
Channel
4
programme
Location,
Location, Location.
The programme-makers
say they have serious
chain-free buyers who are
looking to buy a two-bed property in Keynsham, Long Ashton,
Backwell and other nearby villages as far as Portishead.
Filming is due to start soon. If you are considering selling, or
if your home is already on the market, get in touch on 0743
536 7428 or email miranda.stern@iwcmedia.co.uk

Keynsham

Investigation into how man
received serious injuries
Police have appealed for witnesses after a man was found with
serious head injuries.
The 61-year-old was found unconscious outside Abbey Apartments
on Charlton Road at approximately 11.50pm on Saturday 6th May.
A member of the public found him and flagged down an ambulance
who took him to hospital where he has been in a critical condition.
An Avon & Somerset police spokesperson said they were treating
his injuries as unexplained but there were no signs that he was the
victim of an assault.
“We are keen to speak to the person who was first on the scene and
flagged down the ambulance. We also want to speak to anyone who
might have seen the man in the Charlton Road area of Keynsham
prior to him being found.”
Anyone with information is asked to contact DC Tom Williams on
101 and quote crime reference number 5217101036.

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 28th May
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station
Road, BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)
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LETTERS
A moral issue
Dear Stephen
It is sometimes difficult to believe that

we in the 21st century live in a
civilised society when we see that
among us there are those who still
behave as our unenlightened ancestors
did centuries ago.
The fact that 'civilisation' is no more
than skin-deep is obvious to anyone
with eyes to see. Yes, we have made
tremendous technological advances
which our forebears could not possibly

have imagined, but morally, many of
us have moved forward very little
indeed.
The apologists for foxhunting strive to
list numerous 'good reasons' for
chasing and torturing wild animals but
when we strip away all of this dross,
we are left with one inescapable fact these moral degenerates do it to satisfy
their own blood-lust.
Theresa May has declared her support
for the repeal of the law banning
foxhunting with dogs, a view which

appears to be shared by our local MP
Chris Skidmore. They are entitled to
their opinions, but so am I to mine and
my opinion is that anyone who
supports such barbaric behaviour is not
deserving of my support, especially on
June 8th.
Mike Openshaw
Hanham

If you like killing
foxes - just admit it!
Dear Sir
In all the debate around repealing the
Hunting Act, let's not forget that hunting
is perfectly legal. If you want to dress up
like a circus ring master and go charging
across the countryside on horseback, it
is a free country and people are perfectly
entitled to do so.
What is against the law at the moment is
chasing a wild animal to the point of
exhaustion and then watching a pack of
hounds tear its body to pieces. Like dog
baiting or cock fighting, those we trust
to make laws for us have banned it. If
people want to bring it back, at least
they should have the courage to say that
this is what excites them most about
hunting and not try hiding behind
clichés like the law doesn't work or it is
the only way to keep fox numbers down.
At least then we would know who these
people are and what really turns them
on. It might also explain why 80% of the
country think fox hunting should be
banned but for some reason those we
elect to represent us in Parliament aren't
so sure.
G Warne

Election is about more Real evidence of
than fox hunting
damage caused by the
Dear Editor
Tories
Whilst I applaud the passion of the
three writers who expressed their
views on fox hunting in the last
edition, I am rather worried that their
decision as to whom to vote for or,
presumably, whether or not to vote at
all, rests on a single issue.
Surely the General Election is about far
greater matters such as (alphabetically)
Brexit, the economy, education,
housing, immigration, transport and
the like which affect the whole of the
country.
If, as is suggested, over 80% of the
populace support their views, then
surely any Parliamentary vote
(assuming one ever takes place) would
be a walkover in their favour, so what's
the concern?
Geoff Cole, Kingswood

A cheaper option?
Dear Sir
The Government intends doing a
means test on all pensioners getting the
winter fuel allowance to find out if
they are on a good pension and
therefore don't need the allowance.
This must be going to cost them a lot of
money, Whereas all they need do is ask
the Tax Office for all the names of
people that are paying say £50+ a week
in tax to know straight away who's on
a good pension.
Got to be a lot cheaper and fairer
surely?
Terry Westlake

Dear Stephen
With regards to M O'Regan's letter
(Issue 474) I'm afraid they are the one
in need of a reality check.
Their obsession with the EU - which I
didn't actually mention in my original
letter - seems to have clouded their
judgement.
The electorate may have given the
Conservatives a mandate for austerity
before, but now we have real evidence
of the damage and hardship these
policies have caused to our
communities. Fewer libraries, fewer
hospitals and poor and disabled people
stripped of their safety nets.
We are the sixth richest country in the
world. If we can afford to give tax
breaks to high earners and
corporations, we can afford to properly
fund public services and welfare. That
is the reality.
Dan Johnston
Bath

Election thanks
Dear Stephen
I would just like to express my thanks

through the Letter pages of The Week
In to those who kindly voted for me on
May 4th. This is to express my
promise that I will represent all the
electors of the ward to my best ability.
Cllr David Brassington (Lib Dem)
Keynsham

Write to us
Please e-mail letters
to
admin@theweekin.co.uk
or post to:
The Week In
8 Temple Court
Keynsham
Bristol
BS31 1HA
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LETTERS
More pollution, more
congestion
Dear Stephen
For the attention Mr Hale, Mr Gerrish,
Mr Packer et al
The B&NES website states: “The High
Street is an Air Quality Management
Area due to levels of air pollution
being above recommended levels.”
Please let us be very clear about this.
There are now queues down side roads
that have appeared and increased
manyfold since the Keynsham oneway system was introduced.
Avon Mill Lane now experiences
queues as far back as the Lock Keeper
in one direction and the New Inn in the
other from the single lane bridge which
is just a bottleneck and rat run. It needs
a traffic light or Give Way at least.
Ashton Way has more queues backing
up Rock Road and down Bath Hill than
ever. Park Road is busier than it was
before. That's stationary traffic causing
more air pollution next to Ashton Way
car park and the Memorial Park
children's play area!! Seriously!
Also have you noticed the number of
vehicles turning round in the junction
at Back Lane or doing a U-turn at the
Avon Mill/Bath Hill mini roundabout
and at times anywhere in between?
That's causing more pollution, more
congestion and more likelihood of an
accident.
Please could we have the following:
A. New traffic lights at the end of the
High Street and the top of Bath Hill to
allow all traffic to pass safely to the
right out of the High Street and enter

Temple Street and Rock Road and
alterations to the current pedestrian
crossings to allow this. This creates the
loop that a proper one-way system
should have.
B. A safe contraflow cycle lane down
the High Street. Currently I have both
seen and been told cyclists having to
negotiate white vans parked in the
cycle lane, pedestrians crossing any at
point without looking right and traffic
overtaking stationary buses in the cycle
lane!
C. No restriction on loading and
unloading (as intended) on that side
from Carpenters Lane to the zig-zags at
the crossing. In fact, with a little
alteration in lane positioning, there
could be parking (metered if you like)
from Carpenters Lane to the zig-zags
before the crossing for 20+ vehicles.
The lack of parking is a very big issue
in Keynsham. The reduction in
available convenient parking and
discouragement of passing traffic does
not make Keynsham an attractive
shopping experience. Do you want to
have businesses closing through lack
of footfall? People will not shop if they
cannot circulate and park.
I am trying to be constructive here. The
one-way system is here whether we
like it or not but can we at least have it
working for us a little more? These are
my opinions and need more
explanation so I would like to invite
Mr Hale and Mr Packer to come and
discuss these proposals with me.
Chris Oliver

Camera would catch
offenders

An accident waiting to
happen

Dear Sir
Since the changes to the High Street in
Keynsham we have seen cars still
coming across into Temple Street and
cars turning right at the top of Bath Hill
going the wrong way along the High
Street.
Perhaps it would be a good idea to
have a camera at the junction. This
would raise awareness and revenue for
the council.
Mrs Portch
Keynsham resident

Dear Stephen
Last year residents of Court Road in
Oldland Common highlighted the
speed of traffic there and asked the
council to do something and a speed
detection sign was installed on a lamp
post.
The speed of some of the cars going
towards the hill was on some occasions
staggering, especially early mornings
and evenings - the fastest I saw was
over 40mph.
The unit was removed and that was it
nothing else happened. The situation
has continued and some drivers it
seems are now seeing how fast they
can go on approaching and going down
the hill, and a serious accident is
waiting to happen.
Can I appeal through your paper for
local councillors to lobby the relevant
people in the council to install some
traffic calming measures to control the
speed approaching the hill. A simple
solution would be a speed table on the
junction of Court Road and Meadow
Court Drive. Hopefully someone in the
council will read this letter and
something can be done before a serious
accident happens.
Nick Gould
Oldland Common

Signs aren't working
Dear Sir
Regarding the 'no right turn' out of
Tesco in Keynsham that most drivers
ignored anyway, I noticed this week a
big 'left' arrow has been painted in the
road.
The bollards are still in place, so is the
'no right turn' sign, and guess what?
People must have forgotten how to
interpret signs because they are still
turning right out of Tesco, getting on
my nerves when I see it, not to mention
the idiot who drove along the High
Street towards Bristol.
Seems the council have wasted their
time - signs are useless. No one can
understand in this day and age. They
need two cameras, one at Tesco and
one on Bath Hill.
Keynsham resident

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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Henry rides again!
Among those taking part in the annual
Douglas Motorcycle Rally and Cavalcade
hosted by Kingswood Museum in Warmley
this Sunday (28th May) will be veteran
rider Henry Body.
Now in his 80s, Henry has been competing in
bike races for many decades, especially on
veteran bikes. He will be there again with his
1929 bike, which has been much modified to
make it faster, and will be exhibiting the
experimental electric Douglas from 1979.
The world-famous Douglas motorbikes were
built in Kingswood from 1907 to 1957. Some
25,000 were constructed for military use in the
First World War. The museum has a major
exhibition featuring the marque, including one
of the machines designed for war time
despatch riders. The bikes were regular
winners of the Isle of Man TT races.
Sunday's rally starts at 11am, and the
cavalcade - including a run along one of the
former bike testing circuits via the Chew
Valley - sets off at noon.
On the same day, the volunteers from Tools for
Self Reliance, who are based at the museum,
will be setting out their stall on the museum
forecourt, selling carpentry, gardening and

Crossword

other sorts of tools to raise funds for their
charitable work.
Kingswood Heritage Museum is open on
Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm to
5pm, and on bank holiday weekends
(including Mondays) from 11am to 5pm, when
the grotto and gardens are also open.

Kingswood

Man jailed over
bag snatches
A 27-year-old man has been
jailed after admitting four counts
of robbery in connection with a
series of handbag snatches in
Kingswood.
Mitchell Rogers, of Britton
Gardens, Kingswood, appeared
before Bristol Crown Court on
11th May when he was jailed for
a total of four years.
The offences happened on 10th
and 11th November and
involved victims aged between
30 and 73.
In each case a woman was walking along the road when a man
walked or cycled up to them and grabbed their bag.
Rogers was arrested on the afternoon of 11th November, when
police also recovered a handbag dumped in Bright Street. The
woman's purse, cash and phone were missing.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Hanham

ACROSS
7 Legendary (6)
8 Senior male (3,3)
9 Agreed (4)
10 A long plume worn on hats (8)
11 An omen (7)
13 One of a flight of steps (5)
15 An African dark wood (5)
17 Singing to pre-recorded musical tracks (7)
20 Organic compound produced by
putrefacation (8)
21 Long, flowing outer garment (4)
23 Humble (6)
24 Mad (6)
DOWN
1 Business which looks after money (4)
2 _____ __ Pompey! (4,2)
3 Go forward (7)
4 Hardy (5)
5 Religious event in December (6)
6 Three goals scored (3,5)
12 Begin to disrobe (8)
14 Welsh _______ (7)
16 Digit (6)
18 From one side to the other (6)
19 Dirt (5)
22 A bed on board ship (4)

12

Good
Ofsted
report for
nursery
Mama Bear's Day Nursery,
basted at Hanham Hall, has
been rated as Good by
Ofsted.
The inspector said staff
have a good understanding
of how children learn and
complete
regular
assessments, and leaders
monitor
children's
achievements to plan
effectively and narrow any
gaps in their learning.
The report said youngsters
have good opportunities to
be outdoors on a daily basis
and develop good skills to
support them in their future
learning and their move on
to school.
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Longwell Green/Kingswood

Residents raise
fears over pizza
takeaway
Fears have been raised that
the proposed Domino's
Pizza takeaway on Bath
Road in Longwell Green
could become a magnet for
anti-social behaviour.
South
Gloucestershire
Council has already granted
permission for the former
My Local convenience shop
to be split into two units.
Third State Pizza Company
Ltd, trading as Domino's
Pizza, has applied to turn

one of the units into a
takeaway opening from
10am to 11pm seven days a
week.
Several local residents have
written to the council to
lodge their concerns.
Meanwhile Domino's has
been granted permission to
extends its current takeaway
in
Regent
Street,
Kingswood, into the vacant
former charity shop next
door.

Swineford

Objections to phone mast proposal
Villagers have attended a parish
council meeting to voice their
objections to plans to stick a 17m
high phone mast on land opposite
the Swan pub in Swineford.
Vodafone and Telefonica (O2) say
they have been looking for some
time for a suitable site in the Bitton
area for a radio base station to
improve coverage in the area to
provide 2G/3G and 4G coverage and
claim that putting it in this location in
Swineford “will not undermine the visual
amenity of the area”.
No formal plans have yet been submitted
to South Gloucestershire Council, with
the phone companies saying they want to
consult local people first.
Around half the households in the village
were represented at the planning
committee meeting of Bitton Parish
Council last Monday. The council has
been officially consulted by the phone
companies but councillor Virginia McNab
said she had asked around and had not
found anyone in Swineford who had
received official notification. Residents at

the meeting said they had heard about it
from word of mouth.
Villagers highlighted that the village may
be small but there are many people who
come in daily to businesses including the
pub and children's nursery, as well as the
picnic site. Concerns raised included
potential health risks, that the area where
the mast is proposed is prone to flooding,
that it is in the Green Belt, close to an
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and
that it could affect property prices.
Members of the planning committee were
also unhappy with the location and said
they would be writing to both the phone
companies and South Glos Council to
convey the force of local feeling.

Keynsham

Bespoke upholstery business opens

Hanham

Office approval for
former HSBC bank
South
Gloucestershire
Council
has
granted
retrospective
planning
permission for the change of
use of the former HSBC
bank in Hanham High Street

14

to office space.
Local
building
firm
Oakland Construction is
now based in the former
bank which closed in
autumn 2015.

A new business called Plumtree Upholstery
has recently opened on the Lays Farm
Trading Estate in Keynsham.
If your existing furniture still has life in it,
you can save money by reupholstering it
instead of replacing it. The firm offers
bespoke upholstery services for both
domestic and commercial furniture, such as
in restaurants and pubs, as well as antique
restoration.
Reupholstering and repairing furniture is a
labour of love for expert craftsman Vincent

O'Dornihan, who has 37 years' experience in
the field and uses both traditional and
modern techniques.
Plumtree Upholstery take pride in delivering
your project on time, on budget, and to your
complete satisfaction. The firm can
transport your furniture to and from the
workshop according to your needs.
The business serves the Bristol and Bath
areas. For a free consultation in your home
or business call 07393 200772 or email
info@plumtreeupholstery.com
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Oldland Common

Service marks symbolic moment
in church redevelopment
A short open-air service was held at Unity
Oldland Methodist Church last week to
dedicate the foundation stone of the new
hall that is being built.
The old hall next to the church in West Street
has been demolished and is being replaced by
a larger hall with a big entrance foyer which
will be a community meeting place. The

church itself is also getting a total makeover.
The congregation are worshipping at North
Common Village Hall while the major
renovation is carried out. The redevelopment
is progressing well and it is hoped the
refurbishment will be complete by the end of
July.

Philip White, steward at
the church and part of
the building team, lays
the symbolic stone; also
pictured is the Rev
Josette Crane

An aerial shot of the site: Heli-air Imaging

Members of the church take a look around the building which is being transformed

Vote for your favourite
community project
Three community projects have been shortlisted for a big cash boost in the latest regional
round of the Tesco Bags of Help scheme.
Tesco teamed up with Groundwork to launch its community funding scheme, which sees
grants of £4,000, £2,000 and £1,000 - all raised from the 5p bag levy - being awarded.
Cadbury Heath Nature Play, based at Cadbury Heath Hall, is one of the three groups hoping
for the top grant. It is an outdoor Forest School for pre-school children and their parents and
carers, celebrating nature through learning, play and caring for outdoor spaces.
Broadlands Academy in Keynsham is also hoping for the top grant for its Outside Fitness
Trail, as is Bristol Frame Football Club, based at Action Indoor Sports in Whitchurch. Frame
football is a unique version of the game played by children who use a frame to walk.
Voting is open in stores throughout May and June. Customers can cast their vote using a token
given to them at the check-out in store each time they shop.
You can vote at Tesco Express stores in Longwell Green and Saltford and also at the store in
Keynsham.

The Week in • Wednesday 24th May 2017

19

SITUATIONS VACANT

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option. Call
Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.

Deadline for
Situations Vacant
advert bookings is
4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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Kingswood

Play day helps
hospital that saved
teacher's life
Beacon Rise Primary School
dedicated the whole of last Friday to
play, having fun and getting very wet
in order to support a charity that cared
for one of its teachers.
Garreth Rhodes underwent a lifesaving liver transplant at Queen
Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham
(QEHB) last November.
Throughout his time there, the
dedication and care he received was
amazing, and in recognition of that,
the school wanted to show their
support for QEHB's Charity's Liver

Foundation UK.
Throughout the day, the children - and
staff - enjoyed a giant water slide,
feet-painting, wheelie-bin racing and
spaghetti play, as well as a range of
athletic and sporting activities. The
day was a massive success, and raised
£530 for the charity.
Mr. Rhodes said “I am immensely
grateful for all of the effort and hard
work that went into making today so
much fun. The money raised will
make such a difference to so many
people.”

Oldland Common

Family event raises more
than £1k for pre-school
Oldland Pre-School's recent family
fayre has been hailed a success after
raising £1,140 towards new
premises.

Tracey said: “We would like to thank
everyone who came to support us and
to the band 23:19 and Eternity
Dance.”

The pre-school's current terrapins are
in a poor state and Tracey Evans, from
the pre-school, said that maintenance
expenses are starting to threaten their
ability to meet educational and play
needs.

She said the new building has an
estimated cost of around £200,000:
“Faced with this great fundraising
challenge, we are currently looking
into grants and support from local
businesses. It's an opportunity for
Oldland Common and the surrounding
areas to pull together to give its
youngest residents the best possible
start.”

She said the fundraising event held at
St Anne's Primary School's playing
fields on 13th May went very well.
Attractions included games, stalls, live
music, a dance performance, a
barbecue, tombola and raffle, and
there was a miniature garden
competition for children.
22

The pre-school's next big fundraising
event will be a production put on by
the Oldland Players at Oldland Village
Club in the autumn.
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Lock it or lose it
Every week Brislington-based
Vehicle Accessories are contacted by
distressed van owners needing
added security following a break-in.
A van is reportedly broken into every
23 minutes in the UK and Vehicle
Accessories' managing director Lee
Fletcher says a rise in break-ins to
Ford Transit vans is because thieves
have been able to easily purchase a
skeleton key online which allows
them to pick the lock.
Lee is passionate about ensuring that
tradespeople protect their livelihoods
by getting the best security they can
for their vehicle. He said:
“Commercial vehicle break-ins are an
easy pay day for thieves when there is
no added security and they can
quickly access a treasure trove of tools
and materials which can be sold on
easily and quickly.”
While Lee stresses that nothing will
stop the really determined thief, if
faced with enhanced security, it will

undoubtedly prove a deterrent and
they will move on in search of an
easier target.
Lee says the best way to prevent a
break-in which could threaten your
livelihood is to invest in added
security, such as slam locks,
deadlocks and protection plates.
These are Thatcham insurance
approved to give you extra security.
Vehicle Accessories are currently
offering some great protection deals
(see their advert below).
Lee set up the firm in 2003 as Mobile
Carkit Solutions, and the business has
been based in Emery Road since
2014. As well as a wide range of
security products and services to keep
your vehicle and its contents safe,
Vehicle Accessories supply, install
and service all types and makes of
hands-free car kits, tracking, parking
sensors, car audio, sat nav, speed
warning devices, reversing cameras
and commercial vehicle accessories
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including ply lining, tow bars, steps,
lighting and raised floors.
Vehicle
Accessories
have
a
professional team of expert engineers
spread across the country and people
can also visit the installation centre in
Brislington. As well as carrying out
work for individual customers, they
work with large corporate companies
including Enterprise, Network Rail
and Speedy Hire, as well as local
authorities and utility companies.
Vehicle
Accessories
welcome
inquiries and advice is free. Call 0117
3790279 or visit http://www.vehicle-

accessories.net/
• Police advise tradespeople not to
leave valuable tools in their vehicle
and to consider using a crime
prevention sticker stating that no tools
are left there overnight.
They also suggest buying extra
security for your vehicle, such as an
alarm, using approved locks and
security devices, and not leaving
valuables on display, as well as
marking your tools with your initials
and postcode and taking photos and
recording serial numbers on the
Immobilise website.

23

New novel set against backdrop
While aspects of Bristol history have been
brought back into sharp focus during the
recent furore surrounding the Colston Hall,
another similarly unsavoury chapter has
been recorded in a new novel by Kingswood
resident Des Ward.
In 1963, the Bristol Omnibus Company had a
bar in place on employing black or Asian
workers. Those communities responded by
boycotting the city's bus services and when the
students and white residents also began to join

Des Ward

24

in, the company backed down. Within two
years the Race Relations Act became law.
Des Ward worked on the buses during those
turbulent times and his book, Bring on the
Blacks, is set against a backdrop of both social
and racial unease. It tells the story of a young
conductor, Dabber, and his girlfriend Melody,
and while he encounters almost daily upheaval
at work, her demons lie elsewhere in life.
It is not so much a novel as a collection of
memoirs set in fiction. That's not to say any of
those stories lack humour or pathos. They
vividly paint a time before health and safety,
the breathalyser or even hot and cold running
water were commonplace. As to the back story
of racial integration, it is also a stark reminder
of just how far some things have come in the
last 50 years and also how others haven't
changed at all.
The book was set in a time when West Indian
communities were already well established in
major cities around the UK with more than
3,000 families in Bristol alone. While black
and Asian drivers were commonplace on the
buses and the Underground in London, Bristol
Omnibus was not the only company in the
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of Bristol bus boycott
provinces to operate a colour bar, and
incredibly they did so with the full support of
the unions. Their argument, which is echoed
by many of Ward's characters, was that
allowing more drivers and conductors in
would dilute the position of those already
working. Wages were so low that overtime was
the only way to earn a living wage so it was
preferable for buses to run late or be cancelled
than actually employ more drivers.While some
of the descriptions that another character in the
book, a driver called Ratso, uses to describe
the 'coloureds' may not have been heard or
written for a number of years, some of the
other remarks about immigrants in the early
1960s were used frequently by protagonists in
last year's Brexit campaign.
If you were in Bristol during this time, you
will read Bring on the Blacks with fondness
and share recollections as the various buses
travel back and forth from Old Market to farflung termini in places like Filton, Kingswood
or Staple Hill. The Wills factory girls out on a
Saturday night and the eventful last bus back
to Hartcliffe will no doubt bring a knowing
smile to the face. If you were in anyway
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involved with Bristol Omnibus at the time,
you'll probably recognise some of the
characters too.
Bring on the Blacks is published by
Silverwood Books and is available at £9.99 via
their website or on Amazon.
Stephen Rodgers
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Keynsham

Community groups get boost
from Curo's new Livewell fund
Two Keynsham community groups have
received a boost with the arrival of a new
sewing machine and cooking equipment
paid for by housing association Curo's
Livewell fund.
The weekly Coffee & Craft group and Mandy's
Kitchen, both held at Keynsham's Community
at 67 centre in Queens Road, are popular with
Curo customers who asked the housing
association to help out with new equipment.
Clare Hudson, a member of the Coffee & Craft
group and a trustee at Community At 67, said:
“Our new sewing machine is a wonderful
addition to the group. We're keen on upcycling and getting young parents into sewing,
making products to sell to benefit the group.
The craft group raised £3,500 for Children's
Hospice South West this Easter. 67's a very
happy group; there's always a cheerful face
and someone to listen to and new volunteers
are welcome. A big thank you to Curo.”
Curo Livewell supports older people across
Bath & North East Somerset and helps to make
possible activities and events through hubs in
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From left, Margaret Thompson, Fay Wright &
Clare Hudson, from the Community & Craft
group, with their new sewing machine

their sheltered housing schemes as well as
through centres like Community At 67.
Curo Livewell officer Ben O'Connell said: “At
67 is a marvellous community centre that runs
a huge variety of classes and activities for
people of all ages in Keynsham. We're really
pleased to be supporting the centre through our
Livewell service.”
Livewell offers grants to help local groups and
activities that benefit Curo customers and their
communities. To find out more about Livewell
activities and grants, contact Curo on 01225
366135.
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Speed camera locations
Bath & North East Somerset:

Police will be out and about with mobile
speed cameras at the following locations in
our area this week (starting 22nd May).

In Keynsham on Coronation Avenue; on the
A431 Kelston Road; in Saltford on Norman
Road and Manor Road.

South Gloucestershire:

Bristol:

On the A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction
1 of the M32 and at Bromley Heath; Court
Farm Road in Longwell Green; Abbots Road
in Hanham; Parkwall Road in Cadbury Heath;
High Street and Mill Lane in Oldland; the
A431 Bath Road at Swineford; Court Road in
Kingswood and Blackhorse Road in
Mangotsfield.

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road,
Talbot Road, Wick Road and Allison Road; in
St George on Nags Head Hill, Air Balloon
Road, Hillside Road and Bell Hill Road/Two
Mile Hill Road; in Stockwood on Sturminster
Road.

Caring for the mind,
body and spirit
Holistic practitioner Katie Brown offers a wide range of
treatments for the mind, body and spirit.
A registered nurse for 12 years, she works from the salon at
her home in Barrs Court. Katie offers therapies including
reflexology, skin rejuvenation, acne and vascular
treatments, breast enhancements, wrinkle reduction and
filler treatments, as well as IPL (Intense Pulsed Light)
treatments for permanent hair reduction.
To find out more about Kate Brown Holistic & Aesthetic
Treatments and to book an appointment call 07739 963860
or email katebrown-treatments@hotmail.com

Emersons Green

Appeal to trace dog walker who
may have witnessed assault
concussion and injuries to his ribs and nose, but
nothing was stolen.

Police are trying to trace a dog walker who
may have information which could help
their investigation into an assault on a 20year-old man in Emersons Green.

The first attacker is described as white, about
18, 5ft 6in and stocky. He wore a grey tracksuit
and a black balaclava and was carrying a
kitchen knife.

He was walking home from an evening out
when he was knocked to the ground, kicked
and punched by two young men - one of them
carrying a knife - who demanded money and
his phone.

The second was also white, in his early 20s, 6ft
2in and stocky. He wore a black tracksuit and
had a distinctive scar running from his sideburn
to his mouth.

It happened just before 11.30pm on Thursday
11th May. The victim said he passed a group of
four young men sitting on a bench on
Emersons Green Lane and that they followed
him before assaulting him near Emersons
Green Village Park playground. He described
seeing an “elderly” man walking what he said
was a German Shepherd dog and officers are
particularly keen to speak to this man.

They were accompanied by two other white
men who were described as younger and
smaller, who did not take part in the attack.
Anyone with any information which could help
the police with their inquiries, especially the
man walking his dog, is asked to get in touch
online, or by calling 101, quoting reference
5217105373. Alternatively ring Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.

The victim needed hospital treatment for

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Blinds

Computers / IT

Electrical

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a

Electrical

local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

Appliances

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Computers / IT

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18

Fencing

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Foot Care

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory is the

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Gates
Laundry Services

Garden Services

£20.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20

Guttering
Garden Services

Locksmiths

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

Home
Maintenance

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Man Who Can

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Painting
& Decorating

Pet Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Plumbers

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs
Plastering

£20.00

£20.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Plumbers
1 week = £20

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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12 weeks = £14

Pet Services

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Sewing Lessons

Upholstery

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

TVs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Skip Hire

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
Windows & Doors

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

Storage

All prices per week
exc VAT

Venue Hire
Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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