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‘Serious failings’ in children's services in South Glos
A searing report by Ofsted
has found “serious and
widespread” failings within
South
Gloucestershire's
children's services.

The judgement, published on
Monday, comes after inspectors
carried out a month-long
review of the services for
children in need of help and

protection, children who are
looked after and care leavers.
While adoption services are
rated 'Good', the report
concludes
that
overall,

children's
'Inadequate'.

services

are

The previous inspection in
2012 was ‘adequate’ and the
inspectors recognised there had

been some positive changes
since the council set up a
turnaround board in 2014.
The report, which makes 22
recommendations, says: “The
leadership, management and
governance of services for
children who need help and
protection are inadequate.
Political leaders and senior
managers
have
not
demonstrated sufficient understanding of the extent of the
widespread and serious failures
within the service, in particular
the 0-25s disability team.
Continued on page 3
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‘Serious failings’ in children's services in South Glos
Continued from page 1
“Some practice has improved
as a result of targeted activity
but over the longer term,
leaders have not made
sufficient changes quickly
enough to address the deficits,
leaving too many children
vulnerable or at risk of harm.”
The South Glos Safeguarding
Children Board is also branded
'Inadequate' for failing to
provide leadership to identify,
monitor and challenge the
failings identified by Ofsted.
The inspectors found too many
children, particularly those
with disabilities, are not being
properly protected or helped:
“These
families
have
experienced distress due to
delays in accessing help.” The
council's response to children
who are at risk of sexual

exploitation is not robust
enough, and too many care
leavers aren't in education,
work or training.
Peter
Murphy,
South
Gloucestershire's Director of
Children, Adults & Health, said
the council was “deeply
disappointed”
with
the
outcome and that steps were
already being taken to bring
about rapid improvement,
which is acknowledged by
Ofsted in the report.
He said: “We have set up an
improvement
board
specifically looking at our 0 to
25 disability service to ensure
the needs of our most
vulnerable children and young

people are being met. This
remains a top priority and a
robust improvement plan is
being developed to address all
the recommendations.
“We are reviewing how we
identify children who may be at
risk of sexual exploitation and
strengthening
the
child
protection arrangements we
have in place within the council
and together with partner
organisations.”
He added: “We are also
reviewing social work practice
and reviewing the training
needs of support staff, social
workers and managers to
ensure they are fully equipped
with the right skills to help

children to the best of their
ability.”
Jon Hunt, Chair of the
Children, Adults and Health
Committee, apologised to those
children and their families who
have not received help and
support quickly enough, adding
he had “every confidence” the
right people were in place to
drive changes forward.

Inspectors also highlighted
strengths with the children's
services, including that social
workers know children well
and children's views are heard.
Staff feel well supported and
cared for by visible and
approachable managers and
practitioners are proud to work
for the council and consistently
say services are improving.

The verdict
Children who need help and protection: 'Inadequate'
Children looked after and achieving permanence:
'Requires improvement'
Adoption performance: 'Good'
Experiences and progress of care leavers: 'Requires
improvement'
Leadership, management and governance:
'Inadequate'

In this
week’s
Issue
Reaction to Keynsham
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ring road
. . . pages 24 & 25
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Longwell Green

Recognise this pair?
Police last week released this
image of two men they want to
speak to them about shoplifting
offences at Boots in Longwell
Green on 24th October and at
Waitrose in Weston-superMare on 5th December.
In both incidents goods worth
hundreds of pounds were stolen.
If you recognise either of the
men, call 101 and give the call
handler the reference number
5216238419.

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons
Green, Fishponds, Hanham,
Hillfields, Keynsham, Kingswood,
Longwell Green, Mangotsfield,
Marksbury, North Common, Oldland
Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford,
Staple Hill, Stockwood, St George,
Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick,
Willsbridge.

Two arrested over
brothel claims
Two women were arrested at an address on Fishponds Road on
Tuesday 7th February on suspicion of assisting or managing a
brothel. Both women, one in her 40s and one in her 60s, were
bailed while inquiries continue. Detective Inspector Jill Kells
said: “These arrests were made as a result of a warrant and
we're now working to establish the full circumstances of the
case. I'd urge anyone with suspicions about addresses in their
communities to report them. If something doesn't feel or look
right, then it probably isn't.”
People are asked to call 101 to tell the police what they know.
Information can also be passed anonymously to Crimestoppers
by calling 0800 555 111 or reporting online at
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
The website www.readthesigns.co.uk contains a guide on
recognising the signs of labour exploitation and modern
slavery.

Imperial Windows
Imperial Windows and its customers are unaffected by the
collapse of Enterprise Insurance in 2016. This company
used to underwrite the insurance backed guarantee which
we provide for each of our clients. Guarantees are still
valid with cover provided by an alternative underwriter.
Customers who may have received correspondence from
the liquidators of Enterprise Insurance are not required to
take any action. Imperial Windows has been trading for
the last 25 years and will continue to do so for much longer.
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Mangotsfield gets lifesaving defibrillator
A ceremony has been held to mark the
official opening of a defibrillator for
Mangotsfield.
The life-saving machine is outside the
Salutation pub in St James' Place.
Among the guests at the unveiling were
representatives from organisations that
have helped fund and support the facility.

The initiative for a public access
defibrillator came from the Charnfield
Neighbourhood Watch after a guest speaker
from Great Western Ambulance Service
spoke to members about how they save
lives.
The group then set themselves the
challenge of providing a defibrillator for
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the community, led by joint chairs Sue
Jefferies and Rachael Hutton.
Emersons Green Town Council gave
financial support and Mangotsfield School
held a non-uniform day at which
Neighbourhood Watch members provided
cakes to be sold.
More donations came from Mangotsfield
Festival organisers, the Lions Club of
Chipping Sodbury and local businesses and
there were other individual contributions.
Mrs Jefferies thanked the Salutation for
agreeing to house the defibrillator and said
the landlady Katrina Kelly had been very
supportive.
She added: “I'd like to think that it will
never be used but in the event of someone
having a heart attack it may well save their
life.”
Training days will be held so that people
are not afraid to use the equipment if the
need arises.

Hockey
club
seeks
new
members
Pucklechurch
Ladies'
Hockey Club says that
after 50 years it is at risk of
disappearing and has
launched an appeal for
new members.
The club training night is
Monday from 8pm to 9pm
at Winterbourne International Academy. The first
training session is free and
it is £2 each time after that.
People who want to go
along and give it a try
should wear trainers
(preferably Astros) and
sports gear.
Find the club on
Facebook.
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Keynsham

Reaction to one-way plans as new
There has been a mixed reception
to details of the one-way traffic
trial on Keynsham High Street,
which is due to start in May.
The announcement was made

Bath Hill

6

literally as The Week In was going
to print last Tuesday and in addition
to our printed copies, we put the
story on our website and Facebook
page. Within 24 hours, the article

had reached over 27,000 people and
by this week the figure had risen to
30,000.
A lot of people posted comments
expressing a whole gamut of
reactions - from support to
confusion, opposition and some we
cannot print. Some concerns were
expressed about the lack of
consultation over the route, while
others felt the exceptions for buses,
taxis and cyclists to cross the
junction from High Street to Temple
Street, as well as a cycle contraflow
on High Street, were a potential
danger.
Interestingly, there was also a lot of
support for the idea of making the
High Street totally pedestrian with

all traffic travelling along Ashton
Way.
Work will begin on creating new bus
bays on Ashton Way at the end of
this month in anticipation of the
May start and an ongoing
consultation will run during the 12month course of the trial. A
dedicated web page will also be set
up on B&NES Council's website.

Bath Hill roadworks
On a totally separate issue, work
commenced on Bath Hill this week
as Wales & West Utilities began
replacing gas mains. Two-way
temporary traffic lights are expected
to remain in place for three weeks.
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roadworks begin on Bath Hill
Facebook
comments
“Sounds way too complicated. There's enough
confusion at the bottom of Charlton Road already with
drivers not sure who has right of way”
“Keynsham High Street should be completely
pedestrian only”
“Allowing buses and taxis to carry on against the flow
of traffic is going to make things very dangerous for
people if they are expecting traffic to only come from
one direction.”

Ashton Way

What will happen?
A one-way system will work
southbound on the High Street
from Charlton Road towards Bath
Hill.
B & C A new bus stop will be added
southbound, while a cycle
contraflow will be created
northbound towards Charlton
Road.
D & E At the end of the High Street, all
southbound traffic except buses,
taxis and bicycles will need to turn
left down Bath Hill.
The current roundabout at the top
A

F
G

of Bath Hill will be removed,
creating a junction here between
the High Street and Bath
Hill/Temple Street. There will be
no right turn into the High Street
for traffic coming up Bath Hill.
Ashton Way will remain two-way
with new bus bays installed.
A light-controlled crossing will be
installed on Charlton Road.

The plan was devised by B&NES' highways
department in consultation with Keynsham's
elected councillors.

“The only way is to pedestrianise the High Street
completely. The ring road is there for a reason so force
people to use it. Imagine how lovely Keynsham would
be then with decent parking, lovely cafes and shops and
the park.”
“It beggars belief that we pay these people to come up
with hair-brained (sic) schemes like this. One-way
should mean one-way but better would be traffic-free
and that includes mad cyclists.”
“This is a recipe for even more gridlock than we already
have. Yet another pedestrian crossing at the bottom of
Charlton Road, really.”
“I say close both ways off and make it safer for
pedestrian to walk down.”
“... it does work in Kingswood but the setup of
Keynsham's zebra crossings and traffic light crossings
is retarded.”
“Brilliant... about time they did this. Hopefully it will
make it much safer for everyone.”
“They made Nailsea High Street one way, best thing
they ever did.”
“the Council will do whatever anyway no matter what
everyone says!”
“Designed by cyclists for cyclists.”
“this will confuse me every time”

Keynsham High Street
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“Can't wait to drive 10mph round Keynsham instead
of 15”
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Kingswood

Consultation on the future of
Whitfield's crumbling Tabernacle
People are being invited to have
their say on the future of the
derelict Whitfield Tabernacle which
despite its desperate condition is
regarded as one of the most
important buildings in the country.
The Tabernacle is Grade I listed,
meaning it is of exceptional interest.
Situated near the High Street, it has a
significant place in the history of
Methodism,
having
been
commissioned by the pioneering

preacher George Whitfield, a
contemporary of the Wesleys, in 1741.
Until 1989 the building was used by
Kingswood residents for a range of
community activity. It has been
roofless and derelict for many years
after an arson attack.
The Tabernacle site includes the
overgrown graveyard, the old Chapel
House, and the derelict Masters
Church.

The Masters Church

A steering committee has been set up
to explore the potential to provide a
unique environment in the Tabernacle,
given the space overlooking the
graveyard where there are plans for a
quiet garden.
There will be a stand in the Kings
Chase Shopping Centre this Thursday
(16th February) from 11am at 1pm for
people to find out more and also at the
Feelgood Fair at the Park Centre in
Kingswood on Saturday (18th) from
1pm to 4pm.
Whitfield Tabernacle

There is also a short online survey -

Sudoku
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There is currently a planning
application by the PG Group to turn
the Masters Church into 19
apartments.

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

2 -Hard
4

http://bit.ly/2lgjwbB - and among the
questions are whether there are any
community activities people would
like to see happening in the building
and whether they would be prepared
to volunteer to help with the
maintenance of the graveyard or join
the management committee that is
leading the project plan and funding
applications.

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
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LETTERS
Constant cuts will lead
to collapse
Dear Stephen
Surprise, surprise, another B&NES
Council service is hit by severe cuts!
This time it's the Arts.
Since the financial crisis of 2008,
local authorities have been forced to
cut services.
For years, the
Conservative Government have made
it very difficult for B&NES to raise
the precept, yet at the same time
intend to cut their support to near zero
by 2019/20.
Yet B&NES are expected to deliver
the same services. This is impossible
so, step by step, services have been
removed or drastically reduced. First
it was the youth service, then CAB,
the library service and now the Arts to
name but a few. Also, education has
largely disappeared from local
accountability, a very serious
reduction in my view, and the NHS is
clearly in need of greater funding, not
to mention social care, particularly for
the elderly.
All these services enrich and support
our community. We are all poorer now
they don't serve us as they once did.
Clearly, local authorities are NOT
functioning effectively. Is it not time
to reconsider how we pay for these
services? Are we so poor, as a
community, that we can't afford to pay
more to improve our local services?
A few years ago, Keynsham's youth
service was saved from B&NES' cuts
by the town council. Unlike B&NES,
the town council could raise its
precept without penalty. We now have
a thriving youth service which

supports those young people who
wish to attend. Who among us can say
that we noticed that extra cost?

Tax would not ease
congestion

I believe in equity of opportunity in
this country. Everybody should have
the right to free access to most of the
services mentioned above. I would
tolerate a small increase in my
personal tax burden if it meant that the
more vulnerable people in our society
enjoyed the quality of service we all
had a few years ago.

The contribution to Letters sections of
this journal are sometimes quite
baffling; for instance, the letter from
Terence Lee (is he on the council?)
which suggests that if you drive the
delivery drivers of home shoppers off
the road with a tax levy, there will be
less traffic on the roads.

It is time to realise that you can't keep
on cutting for ever for at some stage,
the whole system is going to collapse.
Andy Wait
Keynsham

Misguided approach
Dear Sir
In response to Stephen Lee, 'Tax
online shopping' (Issue 460) I think, to
put it politely, this is very misguided.
After retiring and getting bored I went
back to work for a couple of years in a
warehouse processing and packing
online shopping (now fully retired).
The average driver would take out
approximately 60 to 70 orders to be
delivered by one van. Take away that
service because of a hefty tax as
proposed and potentially you have 60
to 70 people who will get in their cars
to go shopping and the obvious
increase in congestion.
As for Bristol, one of the most
congested cities in the country, I can't
see what they could show us of any
benefit.
Pete
Longwell Green

Dear Editor

Anyone can work out this will have
the opposite effect. If one van delivers
food to say 30 online shoppers in a
day, what are those 30 people forced
to? Get in their cars or if without a car
get someone to drive them to a
supermarket. Therefore, the traffic on
the roads will not be reduced, more
parking spaces will be used up as well
as adding to the queues in the
supermarket.
Am I missing something or is this
suggestion completely thoughtless as
it seems to be to me?
S Wildy

The real cause of
congestion
Dear Stephen
The answer to Terence Lee's question
as to whether tax should be levied on
'online' shoppers (Issue 460) is surely
NO.
Firstly, much of it is carried by Royal
Mail, whose vehicles operate anyway.
Secondly, especially with larger
goods, the lorry travels from the
distribution centre direct to the
customer, not to a shop or mall, which
would entail at least one and possibly

two, more vehicle journeys if the
viewing is included.
Most shops in shopping malls are
basically showrooms, and get the
items delivered in the same way, so
the road congestion is caused by the
visiting motorists, who could have
made their choice from the online
catalogue.
M O'Regan

A convenient truth?
Dear Stephen
It is beyond belief that the application
to build on the Milands House site on
the corner of Rock Road/Ashton Way
in Keynsham includes within the
scheme a proposal for a convenience
store.
Convenient for whom? Clearly the
builders and the planning officer have
no knowledge of Keynsham because
had they taken just a few more steps
towards Market Walk they would
have found, yes, you've guessed it, a
convenience
store,
namely
Sainsbury's (who knew?)
It makes me wonder just how stupid
do you have to be to qualify as a town
planner? Keynsham needs many
things - another white elephant is not
one of them.
John Howlett

Shock at the way MP
voted
Dear Editor
I was very upset to learn that this
week our own MP Chris Skidmore
opted to turn his back on child
refugees (the Dubs Amendment).

Write to us
Please e-mail letters
to
admin@theweekin.co.uk
or post to:
The Week In
8 Temple Court
Keynsham
Bristol
BS31 1HA
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Despite our country having agreed to
help unaccompanied child refugees, it
now transpires that we have given
shelter to only 350; meanwhile, many
more are in danger of being trafficked,
lost or killed.

Perhaps a levy needs be charged to
these establishments that goes directly
to our council streetcare team - no
doubt subject to the same barrage of
Tory cuts as every other one of our
services.

As he is a historian I expected him to
know about, and wish to uphold,
Britain's proud legacy of giving
shelter to vulnerable child refugees
feeling war zones. As he is also a
father, I am even more shocked by his
actions. I don't know how he can
justify his decision.

Nationally, stimulating a change to
biodegradable packaging instead of
wasteful polystyrene boxes would
also help, though I fully agree that it
starts with people taking pride in their
communities and not dropping it in
the first place!

Reputable agencies working on the
ground as well as respected people,
such as the Archbishop of Canterbury
himself, are saying that this crisis is
real. I do not accept tabloids who tell
us there is no crisis or who claim that
we as a country are 'full'. If we had
taken in the agreed number of children
- I think the figure was 3,000- this
would have represented a very
manageable number per constituency.
I feel that we, the people of
Kingswood, have the right to know
why he has decided to take this course
of action.
Suzanne Williams

Taking action on litter
Dear Stephen
Following on from John Howlett's
letter on 'Collective shame over litter',
I'd like to thank the volunteers that
helped us collect a dozen bags from
Court Road park and field in
Kingswood at the end of January.
As with his experience, a sizeable
amount of our collection was fast food
outlet waste and fizzy drinks bottles.

As a side note, we'll be continuing our
Green Streets campaign and would
encourage others looking to take
action on litter to get involved in
South Glos council's Big Spring
Clean, starting this month.
Tom Hathway
South Gloucestershire Green Party

Why it's time for
Saltford to have a
bypass
Dear Sir
I was disappointed to note D
Hounsell's response to my letter (Issue
457) when I pointed out some of the
advantages of creating a bypass for
Saltford.
From the information he quoted, it
appears that the number of cars using
the A4 through Saltford is not a
problem that we should be concerned
with. This is because, according to his
figures, the amount of traffic going
through Saltford in 2015 over five
days averaged 27,747 a day, compared
with 31,075 vehicles in 2002. This of
course, as D Hounsell pointed out, is a

12% fall in traffic from the peak
period 31,075 in 2002.
Congratulations all round should be
the order of the day as, if these figures
are correct, I'm sure that all local
authorities throughout the country
would be delighted to have found the
magic bullet for reducing the amount
of traffic on our roads. However,
when one considers that there are
plans to build thousands of extra
houses in Keynsham, East Bristol, and
Bath, one has only to imagine the
substantial increase in traffic and thus
pollution on the A4 as a consequence.
It may well be that the information on
current traffic flow will soon be out of
date.
A recent TV programme on air
pollution and how it adversely affects
the health and longevity of people
explained very clearly what the effects
of air pollution have on the general
public. If you missed it, the
programme is called Trust Me I Am a
Doctor, and the website link
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/art
icles/3mXHDs31VgMfhdlhDngnBdN
/should-i-worry-about-air-pollution
enlarges on the matter in an article.
I think people would be horrified to
see how it is affecting the general
health of people and how it can only
get worse. I would like to appeal to
anybody, especially mothers with
young children, to protest to your
local newspaper if you feel it is
something you agree with. It may also
help if you contact your local MP.
I'm well aware how decisions on
transport infrastructure are made but
local opinion and lobbying can

sometimes influence such decisions.
I really do believe that it is time that
the people of Saltford had their
bypass.
Alfred Ashton
Saltford

Dad and son in
sponsorship plea
Dear Sir
My son Nathaniel and I will be
running the Bath Half Marathon on
12th March in aid of Dorothy House
Hospice near Winsley, and would be
delighted if people could sponsor us.
I last run the Bath half marathon in
2007 and have run that distance once
(about five years ago) in the last 10
years, whilst Nathaniel has never run
that far. We made the decision to run
early in January so it's going to be a
challenge to get the training in.
Dorothy House, like most other
hospices, rely almost entirely on their
own fundraising for funding in order
to care for people with lifechallenging
or
life-threatening
illnesses or who require palliative
care.
We have a JustGiving page –
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Nic
kandNathanielsbath-half - which you
can visit and donate on so it's easy to
pledge to a great cause.
If you do decide to donate please don't
forgot to tick the Gift Aid box and add
your name so we can thank you
(unless of course you wish to remain
anonymous).
Nick Dewfall
Keynsham

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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Oldland Common

Work well under
way on new centre
withdrew funding as part of budget cuts.

With work well under way on the new
community and youth building behind
Redfield Edge Primary School, Bitton Parish
Council is looking for community groups who
might be interested in hiring the facilities.

The new £375,000 single-storey building, which
is being paid for with a loan, will be the regular
meeting place for the parish council. It will have
a main hall, a meeting room plus a small kitchen
and toilet facilities.

Once the new building is ready for occupation,
the adjacent youth club building, which is an old
pre-fab, will be demolished.

It will be available to hire from September. Any
group or person interested in hiring the facilities
should contact the clerk Sharon Robbins on
01454
868102
or
email
bittonpc@blueyonder.co.uk

The council took over the running of the youth
club - which it re-named New Tracks - a few
years ago when South Gloucestershire Council

Mobile speed
camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where the police
mobile speed cameras are taking enforcement
action this week (starting 13th February).
Bath & North East Somerset: In Keynsham on Park
Road, Coronation Avenue and Charlton Road; in
Saltford on the A4 Bath Road and Manor Road; on
the A39 at Corston and the A431 Kelston Road.
South Gloucestershire:
On Parkwall Road in Cadbury Heath and Victoria
Road in North Common; in Oldland on the A4175
High Street and Mill Lane; on the A431 Bath Road
at Bitton; Abbots Road in Hanham and in Longwell
Green on Long Beach Road, California Road and
Court Farm Road; the A432 Badminton Road south
of the A4174 ring road; Gloucester Road in Staple
Hill; the B4465 Westerleigh Road at Pucklechurch
and the A420 through Wick.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, West
Town Lane and Broomhill Road; in St George on
the A420 Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road and
Nags Head Hill; also Sturminster Road, Stockwood.

Crossword
1

2

3

4

7

5

6

8

9

11

ACROSS

10

12

13
14

15

16

17

18

19
20

23

12

21

24

22

7 Two-headed drum (3-3)
8 Causing vomiting (6)
9 Squalid living area (4)
10 Counsel against (8)
11 Part of a railway line (7)
13 At right angles to the length in
construction (5)
15 Two times (5)
17 Garish (7)
20 Technology usually replaced by digital (8)
21 At another time (4)
23 Casual garment (1-5)
24 Straighten (6)
DOWN
1 Offensive (4)
2 To obstruct or prevent (6)
3 A tiny quantity (7)
4 Perception, intuition (5)
5 To render senseless (6)
6 Often found in a domestic garden (8)
12 Depravity (8)
14 Arsonist (7)
16 Process of scrutiny in government (4,2)
18 Showing signs of wear and tear (6)
19 An impure form of quartz (5)
22 Noise a pig makes (4)

TV
licence
scam
alert
Residents are being
warned to be wary of
emails telling them they
have overpaid their TV
Licence fee and are due a
refund.
Messages are being sent
by email and it appears
that the latest targets
might
be
TalkTalk
customers.
The
message
tells
recipients they are due a
refund of £75 and are
asked for their bank
account details so that a
transfer can be made.
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Hanham

Third time lucky for zebra

Keynsham

Teenagers raise
£250 from sale
Cousins Molly Hale, 15 and Leah Gould, 16, raised £250
for the Royal United Hospital Children's Ward with a 'newto-you' sale.
The event was held at St Francis' Church Hall on 4th
February after the teenagers collected donated goods from
around the town.
Items unsold at the end of the day were donated to the
British Heart Foundation and Golden Oldies charity shops
on the High Street.
Our picture shows Leah on the left and Molly on the right
with their friend Paige Curtis in the centre.

A third location has been suggested for a
zebra crossing on Whittucks Road after two
previous attempts last year were
abandoned.
The
current
location
that
South
Gloucestershire Council is consulting on is
close to the doctors' surgery, even though this
area had previously been ruled out because of
“several
difficulties”,
including
the
southbound bus stop layby and the lack of a
path north of the surgery entrance.
The first proposed crossing that fell by the
wayside was near Hanham Hall and the new
housing development which it takes its name
from that Grade II listed building. A threeweek online consultation was held at the start
of 2016 - and it was the council's own
conservation officers that scuppered this idea,
saying a crossing would spoil the look of the
hall.
Highways officers went back to the drawing
board and came up with another site further

south on Whittucks Road, to the west of
Willow Road, which would involve altering
kerbs, building out the pavement and a
installing a new bus stop and shelter.
A three-week consultation was held last spring
and this time the council delivered letters to
homes near the proposed crossing, as well as
putting notices on lamp posts. Among those
who responded, three people supported the
proposal and five objected. Two didn't object
but felt that moving the bus stop was a waste
of money and suggested the crossing might be
better sited nearer the health centre.
But a further 17 people were concerned that
the original proposal outside Hanham Hall had
not been well publicised and that now they had
become aware of the zebra proposals, they
wanted to show support for a crossing at that
original proposed site. Hanham Abbots Parish
Council also felt the zebra would be better
sited near Hanham Hall.
South
Gloucestershire
Council
was

Hanham Hall

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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crossing location?

Outside the health centre

poised to go ahead with the crossing
near Willow Road but was forced to
rethink, chiefly after a Community
Engagement Forum meeting last
summer at which people queried what
the point of public consultation was if
the views of the majority were ignored.
So now there is a third proposal - a
crossing just south of the Hanham
Health surgery entrance and north of
Roman Way. Surveys by the council
have revealed that it would serve a
significantly higher number of

pedestrians than near the Willow Road
site.
But people living near this latest
proposed crossing, for which
consultation opened on 6th February,
say they have not received letters
notifying them about it, and there were
no signs up when we went along last
week.
The plans can be viewed on South
Gloucestershire Council's website
under Consultations and people have
until 24th February to comment.

Willow Road

Keynsham

Learn how to cook on a tight budget
Keynsham Foodbank has announced it will be running a free six-session course
teaching people cookery skills and household budgeting tips to help make tight
budgets stretch further.
It comes as it emerges that numbers using the foodbank have soared. It fed 316
people during the year April 2015 to March 2016, and this year, with some two
months still to go, it has fed more than 620 people.
The six-week course, entitled Eat Well, Spend Less, has been developed by
national anti-poverty charity the Trussell Trust, and focuses on the basics of
cookery, budgeting, hygiene and nutrition.
The next course starts on 21st February at 10am until 12.30pm at St Dunstan's
Church Hall. A place on the course can be booked by emailing
eatwellspendless@keynsham.foodbank.org.uk
People don't need to know how to cook before they come. Recipes are
demonstrated before participants make it themselves. It's very relaxed, with
participants cooking with the instructor before taking home what they make.
The Week in • Wednesday 15th February 2017
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Kingswood

Trio jailed
following series of
ATM gas attacks
Three members of an organised crime gang were jailed
for nearly 30 years last Tuesday for their roles in a
series of ATM attacks including one in Emersons
Green.
Matthew Parsons and Andrew Cox, both 27, and John
Clouter, 33, were sentenced for their involvement in four
attacks in the Bristol area in March and April 2015.
All three admitted charges of conspiracy to steal and
conspiracy to cause explosions. Parsons was jailed for 15
years, Cox for eight years and eight months and Clouter for
six years.
The gang plotted to use a highly explosive gas to blow up
ATMs at Ikea in Eastgate, HSBC in Redcliffe, Halifax in
Emersons Green and Lloyds Bank in Shirehampton.
Damage was caused to all of the cashpoints, with the most
significant being to Lloyds Bank. The explosion during the
early hours of Good Friday destroyed the front of the
branch, resulting in the bank being shut for several weeks.
Just hours after the final attack, Parsons was tracked
travelling to Buckinghamshire where he bought an Audi S3
using cash believed to be from the Lloyds Bank ATM.
Detective Chief Inspector Matt Iddon said: “The attacks
carried out by this highly organised crime gang were
extremely dangerous and their actions put not only their
own but other people's lives at risk.

Man arrested over
woman's death
Police have arrested a man after the body of
a 43-year-old woman was found in Hill
Street at around 12.45am on Sunday.
Her injuries were consistent with her being
involved in a road traffic collision.
Approximately an hour before her body was
found by a member of the public, police
received a concern for welfare call about a
woman who was walking in the carriageway of
Hill Street. Officers attended and carried out a
search of the area but could not locate her.
A 38-year-old man was arrested on Monday
morning on suspicion of causing death by
dangerous driving and failing to stop at the
scene of a collision.
Detective Inspector Louise Boyce said: “We
have a team of officers and staff working on
this and despite an arrest being made this is
still an active and ongoing inquiry.”
A post-mortem examination was taking place

to establish the cause of the woman's death and
police said that a formal identification
procedure would take place afterwards.
If you have any information, contact the 24hour police inquiry centre on 101.
As a matter of routine, the incident will be
referred to the Independent Police Complaints
Commission (IPCC) as there was police
involvement prior to the woman's body being
found.

SITUATIONS VACANT

“The sentences imposed reflect how seriously the courts
take this kind of violent offending and I'd like to pay tribute
to the investigations team for their hard work and
dedication in bringing this gang to justice.”
He added: “Since the start of last year, we in Avon and
Somerset have been working closely with the ATM
industry to make it harder for criminals to steal money
from cashpoints. More ATMs across the force area have
been fitted with equipment designed to stop these kinds of
attacks from happening, including armoured plating, while
many also now have forensic water dispersal units installed
which spray offenders with an indelible liquid.
"These measures either make the cash cassettes harder to
access or make it easier to identify those involved in such
attacks and I think they have had a noticeable effect.”

St George

Open evening
An open evening to encourage girls aged 10 to 15 to join the
74th Bristol Guides Unit will be held on Wednesday 1st March
from 7.30pm to 9pm at the Wesley Memorial Church, Bryants
Hill.
To find out more contact unit leader Hannah Cooney on 0775
891 3983 or email Hannah-cooney@msn.com

16
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Keynsham

Marina appeal sinks
A Government inspector has
thrown out the planning appeal
for a large leisure marina off
Broadmead Lane in Keynsham.
The appeal was lodged by Duchy
farmer Simon Bendall after Bath &
North East Somerset Council turned
down the proposal for a 326-berth
marina, parking for 144 cars, a
building with a tearoom, office,
toilets, showers and laundry, along
with a reception and chandlery.
The scheme for the two agricultural
fields, which was initially lodged
with the council in November 2013,
was turned down by councillors in

Chris Whitehouse

January 2016 on the advice of their
planning officer on several grounds,
including harm to the Green Belt,
harm to the rural character and
potential harm to trees, hedgerows
and ecology.
The appeal was heard last month by
planning inspector Mark Dakeyne.
Mr Bendall did not attend the
hearing at the Guildhall in Bath but
was
represented
by
Chris
Whitehouse, from Next Phase
Planning & Development.
In a detailed 14-page report
published last Tuesday, the
inspector ruled that special
circumstances do not exist to justify
the development in the Green Belt.
He says the engineering operations
would lead to a loss of openness and
clash with one of the reasons of
including land in the Green Belt,
which is to safeguard the
countryside from encroachment,
18

although he felt the proposed
facilities buildings themselves
would not be inappropriate
development.
He said although marinas are a
feature seen along the river near
Keynsham and fit into the scene
comfortably close to locks, weirs
and pubs and other buildings, this
proposed much larger marina would
not sit well with the landscape.
He said the development would lead
to a significantly harmful effect on
the character and appearance of the
area, including existing trees and
hedges, and would cause significant
harm to the ecology of the River
Avon and its surroundings. The loss
of 21 hectares of high grade
agricultural land was seen as
another concern.
Neither was the inspector happy
with accessibility and the safety of
people getting to the marina: “The
walking route would be improved
by providing a footway from the site
entrance along Stidham Lane and
either side of the tunnel under the
railway on Broadmead Lane.
“However, the narrow pinch point
of the tunnel (on Broadmead Lane)
could not be improved.”
He said it was not wide enough to
allow a pedestrian/cyclist and
vehicle to pass safely side by side,
and the potential conflict between
pedestrians/cyclists and vehicles,
including vans and lorries accessing
Broadmead Industrial Estate, would
be a deterrent to users of the marina
travelling by foot and cycle.
“Moreover, to reach the town centre
pedestrians and cyclists would then
need to use Unity Road or cross the
A4. The former is an industrial
estate road which lacks natural
surveillance, particularly outside
working hours. Beyond the
industrial area, users would then go
under the Unity Road underpass
which has ramps, limited headroom

and requires cyclists to dismount.
“Alternatively, pedestrians would
need to cross the busy A4 as it meets
the roundabout at the southern end
of Broadmead Lane. The dropped
kerb crossings are uncontrolled. The
speed and volume of traffic, the dual
carriageway on the western arm and
the lack of ability to see
approaching traffic from the B3116
Bath Road make it a potentially
hazardous crossing and would act as
a deterrent to potential users.”
He added: “The alternative more
circuitous route via the eastern
length of Stidham Lane and then
along Pixash Lane would involve
walking
or
cycling
along
carriageways without pavements
and over a humped back bridge
where visibility is restricted.”
Mr Dakeyne gave some weight to
the need for marina berths and said
that users of a marina would spend
money locally, which would support
local businesses and tourism and
help to sustain jobs, and that the
scheme would have the potential to
improve the connectivity between
Keynsham and the river.
He was concerned though about the
impact on the loss of the 25 or so
residential moorings which would
need to be removed if the scheme

went ahead: “There is no obligation
for the appellant to find another
mooring for the houseboat residents
and I was not made aware of any
available moorings in the local area.
Therefore, whilst the occupants
could travel the waterways and
would have rights to moor
overnight, they would lose their
'permanent' mooring. This could
affect their ability to access
employment, education and other
services. Some weight should be
attached to the economic and social
harm that would arise from these
effects on the residents' personal
circumstances.”
His report concluded: “The harm to
the Green Belt by reason of
inappropriateness, and the other
harm that I have identified, is not
clearly outweighed by other
considerations. Therefore, very
special circumstances do not exist to
justify the development.”
Meanwhile,
Mr
Bendall's
retrospective application to build an
access track and bridge on land to
the north of Stidham Lane and east
of Broadmead Lane is pending
consideration by B&NES Council,
as is another application by him to
replace
existing
Broadmead
mooring pontoons.
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St George

Bristol Charities to leave Footballers
aim to net
the Summerhill Centre
Bristol Charities are to end their lease of the
Summerhill Centre on Summerhill Road.
Over the past 10 years, Bristol Charities have
managed the building as a day centre for older
people with a service contract from Bristol
City Council. The building has also been let
out to the wider community for a range of
different social and community activities.

people, with around 70 members and 30 to 40
regular attendees who use the building for their
social activities on three evenings and one
afternoon each week. Many members have
used the building for more than 20 years and
are concerned about its loss.

Bristol Charities have been unable to make the
day centre financially sustainable and have not
re-tendered for the day service contract.
Bristol Charities have informed the members
of the Summerhill Club and other regular users
of the impending closure.

The centre was originally used by the Bristol
Association of Senior Citizens' Clubs, as part
of a portfolio of seven other city councilowned properties. The association ran into
financial difficulties and eventually disbanded.
In 2006, Bristol Charities were granted a lease
for the Summerhill property; the other six
clubs have since closed.

It is understood the handover of the building
back to Bristol City Council will be at the end
of April.

Bristol City Council has already received
several inquiries from interested parties in
taking over the management of the property.

The Summerhill Club is a social club for older

£3,000 for
cancer
charities

Keynsham Walking Football Club has organised a Music
Benefit Night on Friday 10th March at Saltford Hall to
raise funds for Cancer Research UK and Macmillan.
The club has been running for more than two years at the
AJN Stadium in Keynsham and in that time, a few
members have been lost to, or are fighting cancer.
Martin Coles, from the club, said: “After the recent death
of Harry Curran, it was agreed we would try and extend our
already growing social side into raising funds for both
charity organisations. We asked local businesses for
donations and pledges towards an auction and raffle which
will be held on the night, and over 50 companies have
pledged their support.”
Fundraising has already exceeded £2,000 and members
hope they can reach and surpass their £3,000 target.
Mr Coles added: “A new band has been formed for the
night called Walk Don't Run made up of walking
footballers and this band will be supported by a disco called
Dancing with Mr D, another walking football member.”
Keynsham Walking Football Club meets every Tuesday at
the AJN Stadium from 10am to 11am for over-65s and
again for the over-50s on Fridays from 10am to 11am.
New players are welcome and with an increasing
membership, good causes will continue to be supported.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Hanham

Work begins on retirement complex
Work has begun on the McCarthy
& Stone development next to
Magpie Bottom Nature Reserve.
Planning permission for the 54bedroom complex was granted
towards the end of last year. The site
was vacant and overgrown land, part
of which had been a former nursery,
and had been crossed by a number of
informal paths although they were not
public rights of way.
The site previously had outline
planning permission for a 107-bed
care home with access through
Harolds Way cul-de-sac. However, to

minimise the impact on surrounding
roads, the McCarthy & Stone scheme
involves creating an access from the
roundabout on the A431 High Street.
There were letters both in support and
against the McCarthy & Stone
development which will be known as
Magpie Court.
Some said the facility was needed by
the ageing community, that the access
off High Street rather than via Harolds
Way was an improvement and that the
development would improve the
gateway to Hanham and regenerate
the High Street.

Others criticised the scheme,
however, saying the proposed
building was too large, the design was
not in keeping with the area and there
was insufficient parking. Increased
noise and the loss of footpaths to the
High Street from Harolds Way were

also concerns.
McCarthy & Stone say Magpie Court
is already receiving a large amount of
inquiries. The apartments are for over70s who want to maintain their
independence but need some
assistance, with optional tailored care
packages.
There will be both one and two-bed
apartments, some with parking, and a
restaurant and function room. An
estate manager will be on site 24/7
and there is a 24-hour emergency call
system.
Apartments will be releasing for sale
in winter 2017/18 with the first ones
ready by autumn 2018.
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Letters home and memories
Malayan Emergency

Chris Face

When Chris Face did his military
service during the 1950s he studiously
wrote letters home. He recently
discovered that his mother had kept
them all and so has been reliving many
of his experiences in the Far East, in
particular his time in Malaya. Greg
Taylor met with him recently at his
home in Keynsham.
Overshadowed by other conflicts, the deployment
of thousands of Commonwealth soldiers to
Malaya in the 1950s to contain a Communist
insurgency is an often-overlooked chapter of the
Cold War. Keynsham resident Chris Face was a
member of the Far East Air Force during the
'Malayan Emergency'; and has hundreds of letters
home, photographs and souvenirs from his tour of
duty.
Combined, they represent a fascinating insight
into a conflict that between 1948 and 1960
claimed the lives of more than 519
Commonwealth soldiers and 1,346 Malayan
soldiers and police officers. Both forces worked
as a united front, pitted against a Communist
rebellion instigated by the Min Yuen (the
Malayan Communist Party) and the MNLA (the
Malayan Races Liberation Army).
Chris was initially called into the army due to
22

National Service, but chose to sign up as a regular
soldier, rather than a conscript. Training as an air
crewman, he was deployed to Saylom short after
his training concluded.
He shared a number of hair-raising encounters
from his time in the Far East - one such event was
the crash-landing of a Mosquito aircraft.
“I was working next to a runway,” recalls Chris,
who is now 86. “It was on the edge of the sea, and
far too short. This Mosquito came flying down to
land and didn't stop before the end - it tried to fly
up, but broke off one of its wheels, and snapped
off the end of the tail. It flew up and around losing all its fuel in the process - then tried to land
again! It smashed down, broke off the other
wheel, and spun all the way down the runway.
“We saw this great plume of white erupt- and we
thought, 'My God, the pilot's on fire.' But it was
just his parachute that had gone off - in fact, he
got out safely.”
Even more routine events could be no less
thrilling. Chris described his role on a Sunderland
flying boat: “It was my job to pick up each bomb,
pull out the wire that kept them safe, and give the
propeller on the back a good spin to make sure it
was working.
“I remember passing them along to the gunner - I
thought he was going to put them on the bomb
rack, but he just started tossing them out the

galley window, one by one!
“Of course, we had to be careful on runs like
these. If the bandits (Communists) shot any holes
in our floats, we had to pull the plane ashore
damn quick or the whole thing would sink.”
Typically serving as a radar operator, Chris served
on a huge range of aircraft over his career,
including Tiger Moths, Lancasters, Hornets and
even a Meteor jet. He also served as a member of
Jungle Rescue, whose duty it was to trek out into
the jungle to save downed pilots. Upon finding
them, they had to clear a wide area of forest to
allow helicopters to land and extract them all. The
call for help could come at any time.
On one Sunderland bombing run, the plane
received a call to tell them that two Vampire jets
had collided off the coast. Both pilots escaped,
but their life rafts were drifting ashore, and into
Communist-held territory. However, rocks
prevented the Sunderland from landing to pick
them up. After Chris spotted the life rafts, he and
the crew used signal flares to attract the aid of
some local fishermen, who were able to save the
pilots and carry them into open water, where a
second Sunderland was able to fly them to safety.
In his downtime, Chris repaired a derelict boat,
and would sail and fish off the coast of Malaya he christened it the 'King Crab' after the enormous
crabs that inhabit the Malayan coast.
The Week in • Wednesday 15th February 2017
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Keynsham

Resident's ongoing
battle with Vodafone
over TV interference
A Keynsham man says he is growing
increasingly angry and frustrated at
constant TV interference from a nearby
Vodafone mast and cabinets which boost
mobile phone coverage.
Ray Batt, from the Rockhill Estate, says he
and some of his neighbours have had
ongoing problems with TV reception since
Vodafone put up a mast at the nearby cricket
club in 2012.
It got a lot worse last summer when
Vodafone installed another booster cabinet
and despite a series of complaints and two
visits by engineers last week, he says there
has been no improvement.
Mr Batt, who says his aerial has been
checked and is working fine, has been given
two filter boxes but says his TV still cuts out
dozens of times a day. He has now been told
to keep a log of all incidents of interference.
Vodafone's community relation manager told
us: “Vodafone customers expect to be able to
use their mobiles and devices where they
live, work and travel. Base stations are low
powered devices which only cover
approximately half a mile in radius and

Ray Batt

therefore we have to put base stations close
to our customers.
“Where there are claims of interference from
our equipment we ensure that they are
investigated and resolved.”

Chris is hoping to give talks about his life in the Far East Air
Force in various locations around Keynsham. He's dedicated
his attempt to collect and catalogue all the details of his
military life to his former Commanding Officer, Squadron
Leader Smith AFC.
“This project is in memoriam for him, really. He was a truly
fantastic pilot. He had the most fiendish exercises though.
He'd make us train (for Jungle Rescue) on targets 30 to 40
miles away. Trekking through the forest, sleeping outdoors
in the humid heat - and he did this all the time.”
The British deployment in Malaya was ultimately successful
- by 1960, the Communist faction had been defeated, with
more than 9,000 members of the Min Yuen and MNLA
killed or captured.
“I was delighted to hear of the victory,” said Chris. “But the
enormous cost. You can't credit it. The people, the planes,
the money, the fuel…”
Following his time in the military, Chris joined the
ambulance service and has lived in Keynsham since the
1960s. He was one of the first staff to work at the new
ambulance station in the town.
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Gearing up for gridlock
A huge planning operation is under way to try to
ease the chaos that's predicted on our road
network when part of the A4174 at Bromley
Heath closes for up to a year this summer.
As both the Government and councils across the
West of England are being lobbied to come up with
more cash to speed up the maintenance and
improvement works on the ageing southern viaduct
which carries the ring road towards the Hambrook
lights, businesses are being urged to be sympathetic
to staff.
Suggestions including more flexible hours, more
working from home, and encouraging lift sharing
and cycling.
Highways England is helping with the planning
work to mitigate delays and South Gloucestershire
Council is talking to James Freeman, managing
director of bus company First, to see if a Park &
Ride scheme can run to help ease congestion.
The work on the southern section of the Bromley
Heath Viaduct means it needs to be completely
closed to all vehicles, with all westbound traffic,
cyclists and pedestrians diverted onto the northern
viaduct. This will result in one lane of vehicular
traffic each way, halving the capacity of the route
and causing long queues and traffic delays,
especially at peak times.

24

Although the works will affect the estimated 52,000
vehicles which use it every day, it is the people
living in and around Bromley Heath who will bear
the brunt of the disruption. About 60 local residents
went to a public meeting last Wednesday night
attended by local councillors and Mark King, the
officer in charge of transport at South Glos Council.
He warned: “We are expecting chaos - there's no two
ways about it.”
The meeting was at times heated as local people,
who already have to put up with traffic congestion in
the area on a daily basis, spoke about their fears that
local residential roads won't be able to handle the
volume of traffic seeking an alternative
route during the viaduct closure, and the
impact on their lives.
Preparation work is already taking place

and a compound has been set up near the Bromley
Heath roundabout and people living near it are
worried about noise and disturbance.
Mr King said that permanent electrical supplies
would be installed there as soon as possible so noisy
generators would not be going around the clock. He
also stressed that not all the work on the viaduct
would be noisy. He said there would be a series of
meetings in the weeks to come at which local people
can share any ideas they have for making life more
tolerable for everyone during the course of the work.
One possibility is that emergency traffic regulations
may be introduced on residential roads in the
Bromley Heath area.
The viaduct closure won't be until after this
summer's exam period and the MetroBus works on
Stoke Lane will also be finished first.
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New M4 junction is
still 10 years away

South Gloucestershire's three MPs - Chris Skidmore
(Kingswood), Jack Lopresti (Filton & Bradley Stoke) and
Luke Hall (Thornbury & Yate) - met Transport Secretary
Chris Grayling last Tuesday night to press the need for extra
funding to speed up the viaduct works.
Currently £5.9m has been made available by the
Department for Transport to sort out the problems with the
structure and to widen the foot and cycle path.

The viaduct is on the busiest part of the A4174,
which in turn is the busiest local road in the
West of England. It is only going to get busier
with the major housing and employment
development that is being planned in South
Gloucestershire
Some people at the public meeting wanted to
know why the much-talked-about link road to
a new M4 junction at Emersons Green could
not be built quicker so that it is in place to cope
with the increasing number of new
neighbourhoods and enterprise areas.
A study by the council in partnership with
Highways England is currently being carried
out to assess the need, options and impact of
the proposed road which would link the A4174
to the M4 between junctions 18 and 19.
It is hoped that a new Junction 18a would
relieve congestion to the M4 Junction 19, the

But if more money can be found, the works can be done
quicker than the current 52-week timescale, and the impact
of traffic gridlock on the local economy will be eased.

M32 Junction 1, the A4174 eastbound and
within the communities of the north-east
Bristol fringe area.
But Cllr Colin Hunt and the council's head of
transport Mark King said it was still 10 years
away, even if fast-tracked as they were hoping
it would be.

A bridge too far
At last Wednesday's meeting, people asked
why a new bridge could not be installed to
replace the ageing 20-metre high southern
viaduct, thus cutting down on the need for
such a log closure.
The cost of craning in a brand new bridge
would have topped £106m, said Cllr Colin
Hunt, who represents Emersons Green and is

The cost to the
local economy

If the works are cut from one year to the absolute minimum
of 22 weeks (involving double shifts, seven days a week), it
would save the economy £17m. Cutting the project to
between 25 and 27 weeks could be a more realistic
timescale - just under £16m would be saved if the
roadworks take 25 weeks and just over £14m if they take 27
weeks. There is currently a petition on the change.org
website, which has so far been signed by more than 760
people, calling for the Department for Transport to find
another £3.7m which would be enough to accelerate the
works to 22 weeks.
The MoD at Abbey Wood, which employs thousands of
people, has also lobbied the Government directly for extra
funding.

the councillor responsible for transport in
South Gloucestershire.
And a Bailey bridge - a type of portable,
prefabricated truss bridge used by the military
- has also been investigated but ruled out, with
Cllr Hunt saying that would have involved
“knocking down houses”.
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Mini museum of school's
history goes on display
A 'miniature museum' chronicling the
history of the Grange School & Sports
College in Warmley, which closed last year,
has gone on display in Kingswood Civic
Centre.

Mandy Oliver, Trish Adams, Margaret Davies, Stan
Hancock and Ted Smith accepted the Highly Commended
award in the Volunteer Team of the Year category from Cllr
Alan Hale for Mandy's Kitchen Friday Lunch Club which
provides a meal for up to 30 people every Friday.
Additionally, in the Volunteer of the Year category, Patricia
Adams, Margaret Davies and Christina Smith were
nominated in recognition of their work at the centre.
cost more than £10m to put right.

Last summer a huge celebration of the Grange
School organised by a committee of exstudents, ex-parents and past and present
teachers was held ahead of its closure.

The school stayed open long enough to allow
those pupils who had embarked on their GCSE
studies to finish them at the school if they
wished, while younger pupils were transferred
to other schools.

The controversial decision by South
Gloucestershire Council to close the school
brought to an end a long fight by campaigners
to keep it open. It had been struggling with
falling student numbers while the backlog of
work on its rundown buildings would have

The Digitech Studio School run by the Cabot
Learning Federation has been built on the
campus. Meanwhile the council intends to
knock down the old Grange buildings and a
question mark remains over what will happen
in the future.
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Congratulating all the volunteers, Adrian Inker, vice chair
of Community at 67, said "We are very proud of all our
volunteers at Community at 67. As a totally voluntary
organisation we could not deliver such a range of services
without their time and dedication. We were especially
pleased that Mandy Oliver's team of volunteers was
recognised. The lunch club, which is for all the
community, brings people together for a meal every Friday.
What Mandy manages to create each week is outstanding.”

Crossword Solution

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Proud day for
Community at 67
Volunteers from Community at 67 were recognised at the
Bath and North East Somerset Council's Chairman's
Awards ceremony last Thursday.

There are photos and video and sounds of the
school, as well as uniforms and plaques from
the opening of the Grange School for Girls in
June 1970 by Miss GM Capes and the Grange
School for Boys in June 1971 by Group
Captain Leonard Cheshire.
The museum will be near the reception area at
th civic centre in the High Street for a couple
of months.

Keynsham
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Accountancy
Services

Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Computers / IT

£20.00
Blinds

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Car Services
Advertising

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17

Dance Classes

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13

Aerials

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Carpet Fitters

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
28

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

The Week in • Wednesday 15th February 2017

Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Electrical

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Garden Services

Guttering

Laundry
Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Fencing
An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Wednesday 15th February 2017

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Holidays

Painting
& Decorating

Plastering

Plumbers

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient/reliable
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
www.djamesdecorating.com

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Locksmiths

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20

Plumbers
Logs

2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
30

Pallets

LPs & Vinyl

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

The Week in • Wednesday 15th February 2017

Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

TVs

Waste Disposal

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Woodburners

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Sewing Lessons

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Venue Hire

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14

FAMILY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Skip Hire

Bereavement

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Windows & Doors

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 15th February 2017

26 weeks = £13

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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