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Kings Chase Shopping Centre offers free weekend parking
Kings
Chase
Shopping
Centre in Kingswood has
agreed to let people use its car
park for free at weekends for
a trial period.

It follows concerns, featured in
our last issue, that the 10month closure of the free 230space car park in Halls Road
while Lidl knocks down the old

Co-op and builds a new
supermarket may hit town
centre trade.
Simon Whiting, manager of
Kings Chase Shopping Centre,

announced that he had been
able to arrange with the centre
owners for free parking for an
initial five weekends, starting
this weekend (11th and 12th

February) and running until
11th/12th March.
He said: “I sincerely hope this
alleviates some of the
understandable concerns over
town centre parking. If this
goes well, we may be able to
explore other dates.”
Continued on page 3

2

The Week in • Wednesday 8th February 2017

Kings Chase Shopping Centre offers free weekend parking
Continued from page 1
Gareth Manson, chair of
Kingswood
Business
Association
(KBA),
thanked Mr Whiting for his
efforts: “KBA is extremely
pleased that the owners of
the Kings Chase car park
have agreed to offer free
weekend parking from
Saturday 11th February to
Sunday 12th March.
“This is an excellent
example of the KBA
working with businesses in

Kingswood to make the
town centre a good place to
trade and a good place to
shop.”
Lidl has said the car park
will be out of use until “preChristmas 2017” because of
the redevelopment works.
Once it reopens the new
layout will have 200
parking spaces but whereas
one-and-a-half-hours' free
parking was previously
offered, Lidl will increase it
to two hours.
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Cannabis trial of
B&NES councillor

A B&NES councillor went on trial last week, charged with
conspiring to produce cannabis.
Donal Hassett, who is one of the ward councillors for
Newbridge, was arrested last March in a police operation into
drug production and human trafficking.
Also arrested at that time was Anthony Giorno, from
Summerhill Road in St George, who pleaded guilty to the
charge. Police allege that Hassett sourced rental properties in
the area which were then turned into cannabis factories.
Donal Hassett was elected a Conservative councillor for
Newbridge in 2015, polling 19% of the vote. He was
suspended from the Conservative group on the council
following his arrest. The trial was due to continue this week at
Bristol Crown Court.

Keynsham

Town prepares for
The long awaited one-way traffic system on
Keynsham High Street will start in May and
last for between 12 and 18 months.
While repeated requests to B&NES Council
for an update over the last month have been
met with promises to get back to us, on the day
we went to print with this week's issue, letters
were being hand delivered to properties
around the High Street (although not our
offices in Temple Court!)
All traffic heading towards Bath will travel
along the High Street with only a cycle
contraflow in the opposite direction. The
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roundabout at the top of Bath Hill will be
removed and all vehicles will have to turn left
except for buses, taxis and cycles which will
be able to continue into Temple Street. Ashton
Way will remain open to two-way traffic.
A new bus stop will be installed opposite the
Post Office and to accommodate the need for
buses to lay over in Ashton Way, a layby will
be created by removing some parking bays
from the car park. A traffic light-controlled
crossing will also be created on Charlton Road
between the HSBC Bank and Methodist
Church.

Imperial Windows
Imperial Windows and its customers are unaffected by the
collapse of Enterprise Insurance in 2016. This company
used to underwrite the insurance backed guarantee which
we provide for each of our clients. Guarantees are still
valid with cover provided by an alternative underwriter.
Customers who may have received correspondence from
the liquidators of Enterprise Insurance are not required to
take any action. Imperial Windows has been trading for
the last 25 years and will continue to do so for much longer.
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trial one-way system
The trial is costing £200,000 and the
information leaflet being distributed to
residents says in one part that it will last
for 12 months and elsewhere that it is
intended to last up to 18 months.
Monitoring of traffic flow, parking and
air quality will be carried out and,
according to the leaflet produced by the

council, a decision on whether or not to
make the move permanent will be taken
at the end of the trial period - whichever
that actually is.
Prior to the publication of the one-way
plans this week, The Week In was given
to understand that should the system be
adopted permanently, the closed toilet

A new bus stop needed for the High Street
building in the Ashton Way car park
might be demolished to provide
compensatory parking spaces.

Buses lay over in Ashton Way
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While B&NES Council appears to have
adopted a “Trumpesque” approach to
press communications, when it last
made a public statement on the matter in
October 2016, Anthony Clarke, Cabinet

Member for Transport, said: “The aim is
to make the High Street more attractive,
support local businesses, improve the
pedestrian environment and improve
traffic flow into the town centre. We are
committed to ensuring local members
have the final say and choose the design
that is best for the local community.”
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MP attacks Transport Secretary's
comments on electrification
Bristol East MP Kerry
McCarthy has lambasted
Transport Secretary Chris
Grayling over comments he
made last week on the ongoing
rail electrification saga.
As we have reported in recent
issues, when or whether the
London to Bristol Temple
Meads line will be fully
electrified has been the cause of
considerable speculation since
Rail Minister Paul Maynard
announced a “deferral” last
November. While the Bristol
Parkway line is unaffected, the
minister
announced
the
overhead wires would not be
installed west of Chippenham in
order to save money which
could be spent “elsewhere” on

the network.
While Mr Maynard was unable
to give MPs an answer to
precisely when the work would
be completed he reassured them
in the House that the plan had
not been scrapped. In Issue 456
we reported on rail industry
experts
questioning
this
assertion and that the Transport
Minister believed that with new
bi-mode (diesel and electric)
trains being delivered from later
this year, there would be no
significant
gain
from
completing electrification.
In the following week's issue
(457 - 25th January) Network
Rail confirmed that the
remaining electrification work
was included in the Govern-

ment's next spending round
from
2019
to
2024.
Representatives attended a
meeting of South Gloucestershire Council's Public Transport
Forum last week and said
“nothing” had been cancelled
and that both Network Rail and
the Government were “fully
committed” to electrification.

Bristol and the West of England
for at least six years.

However, at the same time, the
Secretary of State was giving an
interview to the Bristol Post in
which he rather incredibly
stated that it wasn't necessary to
erect “unsightly overhead
cables” in places like Bath when
the new trains could deliver
almost the same service without
electrification. Notwithstanding
the millions already spent on
preparing
the
line
for
electrification already, it will
close again between Bath and
Temple Meads at Easter for
further work to take place.

As well as not needing to spoil
the view in historic Bath, the
Secretary of State also
suggested in his interview that
the money saved could be spent
on more beneficial projects like
the MetroBus. Ms McCarthy
was equally scathing, pointing
out: “He's even trying to say
that the money which has been
promised for electrification
might be spent better on
MetroBus - a project for which
funding is ring-fenced and
works are almost finished.

Bristol East MP Kerry
McCarthy was unsurprisingly
not impressed. She told us:
“Epic mismanagement by
Network
Rail
and
the
Department for Transport, has
already cost the taxpayer
£330m - more than the annual
day-to-day budget of Bristol
City Council - and delayed vital
infrastructure improvements for
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“Now it seems that the
Transport Secretary, apparently
unaware until now of Bath's
skyline, despite it having been
there for hundreds of years,
seems to be trying anything and
everything to wriggle out of the
Government's commitments.”

“Bristolians have already
suffered through gridlock as a
result of preparatory works for
this much-need project, and - as
well as a fully electrified train
line - Chris Grayling now owes
my constituents an explanation
too.”
When the Rail Minister first
made the deferral announcement last year, he estimated the
cost-saving
would
be

Kerry McCarthy

£165m.The National Audit
Office
calculated
shortly
afterwards that the real cost of
the deferral, including the
delayed cascading of rolling
stock to be used on local
services would be twice that
amount. In Issue 458 we also
reported on delays in type
testing of the new bi-mode
trains which, although bigger
and more efficient than the 125
diesels currently in service, are
unable to match their top speeds
when running solely on diesel
power.
The Parliamentary Public
Accounts committee (of which
Bristol South MP Karin Smyth
is a member) has been conducting its own review into
Minister
Paul
Maynard's
decision last November. It is
due to publish its findings next
month.
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Bromley Heath
Kingswood

Eight weeks of overnight Exciting times
lane closures on ring road for charity
Eight weeks of overnight single lane
closures on the A4174 ring road at the
Bromley Heath roundabout began on
Monday.
Following approval of the Bromley Heath
Viaduct essential maintenance and widening
work last month, the council now needs to
carry out some preparation work which will
involve the construction of a crossover on the
ring road.
When complete, the crossover will enable
vehicles travelling westbound to join the open
section of the carriageway, whilst the
westbound viaduct carriageway is closed for
maintenance. The crossovers will not be in
operation until the main work begins this
summer.
The crossover construction work is being
carried out overnight from Monday to Friday
between 8pm and 6am. During this time, the

west and eastbound inside lanes (nearest the
central reservation) of the Bromley Heath
Viaduct on the A4174 will be closed. During
the closure, it will still be possible to travel in
both directions over the viaduct when the
work is taking place.
The westbound and eastbound carriageways
will remain fully open at weekends and all
other times.
Lead member for planning and transport Cllr
Colin Hunt said: “Work begins on the
Bromley Heath Viaduct this summer and has
a maximum duration of one year, but our aim
is to try to secure additional funding to
accelerate the work programme and reduce
the timescale.
“This preparation work will ensure that the
main work is completed as quickly as
possible and with the least inconvenience.”

Hop, Skip & Jump Bristol's centre, based in Grimsbury Road
in Kingswood, has had its Ofsted status renewed and is
compliant with all necessary areas of childcare.
HSJBristol said it was very proud to receive the accreditation
and that it was the commitment of centre supervisor Stacey
Moxham and head of care Amy Cole that had made it a
positive space for all families of children and adults with
disabilities and additional special needs.
HSJBristol has also been put on the Alternative Learning
Register for the Bristol district and qualified teacher Maria
Sousamli comes to the centre with a wealth of experience and
knowledge in supporting special needs students.
Being named to the Alternative Learning Register gives area
families an additional option for schooling their child. Each
student has an individual plan for their educational, social,
emotional, and personal needs. This plan outlines their tailored
learning programme which follows the National Curriculum
while meeting each student's individual needs.
The Alternative Learning runs from 9.30am to 3pm and
currently has just five spaces remaining for four to 11-yearolds. Spaces are funded by area schools and the local authority.
The potential students do not need a diagnosis or EHCP
(Education, Health and Care Plan) and there is no required
development stage as all work is done on an individual needs
and requirements base.

Kingswood

Short cut to close temporarily
Pedestrians and cyclists will not be able to use a short cut for up to five days from 20th
February.
The steep but well-used right of way from Orchard Road to Lansdown View is being closed
for sewer connection works associated with the Dan Harford garage.
The alternative route for pedestrians is Orchard Road, Woodstock Road and High Street.
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Fishponds

Man
arrested
after
series of
robberies
A 34-year-old Bristol man
has been arrested in
connection with a series
of robberies in the
Fishponds area.
The arrest follows five
recent incidents in which
elderly people have been
robbed, including an
incident in Radley Road
on 22nd January in which
an 87-year-old woman
was mugged and another
in Eastville Park on 23rd
January in which a 75year-old woman suffered
a fractured cheekbone and
broken collarbone.

19a service doing well
despite concerns
(the 19a) now operates from Cadbury
Heath via Oldland and Kenilworth Drive
to Keynsham and then on to Bath via the
A4 through Saltford.

There are ongoing concerns that some
First drivers are not logging all
passengers with bus passes on the 19a
service which could lead it to being
removed for being unviable.

The 19a is being subsidised by the
council for 18 months and people have
been urged to use or lose it.

The issue was raised at last Monday's
meeting of South Gloucestershire's
Public Transport Forum by members of
the public but both bus company and
council tried to alleviate concerns.

First's commercial manager Simon Ford
said it might appear that some journeys
were not being recorded but that was not
necessarily the case and there was no
instruction to drivers not to record
certain sections of the route. If drivers

In mid-November, there was a change to
First’s 19 service (Cribbs Causeway to
Bath via Bitton) so that one bus an hour

were discovered to be doing that,
“appropriate action” would be taken, he
added.
And Roy Steele, South Gloucestershire
Council's transport operations manager,
said the authority puts its own people on
to services to observe how they are being
run. He said it was “crazy” for the
operator not to log journeys as they
would not get paid for them.
He added that to date the 19a service was
in fact doing far better than anticipated.

Police are still appealing
for any people with
information about this
robbery series to come
forward. If you can help,
call 101 quoting reference
5217012914.
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
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LETTERS
Show us what's better
than a bypass
Dear Sir
I am in total agreement with your
correspondent (Robert Blatchford) in
Issue 459. I have also made the same
observations in the past but one is met
by a 'wall'; in a civilised arena
arguments are discussed and counterargued until, hopefully a satisfactory
conclusion results.
When the ongoing question of a
Saltford bypass is raised, the response
is (Duncan Hounsell quote): “There
are more effective, greener and
cheaper ways to reduce congestion on
the A4 at peak times than an orbital
road at Saltford.”
This is indeed good news. Perhaps Mr
Hounsell can provide us with the
detail/s at his earliest convenience as
to how this will be achieved.
K Coomes, Saltford

To dismiss the relevant section as just
part of the Bath Road ignores the fact
that it covers the main shopping and
crossing areas, putting pedestrians of
all ages at extra risk.
He has obviously not read the B&NES
Action Plan to reduce the levels of
nitrogen dioxide, a list of wishful
thinking, many of which will have no
effect on the levels and which take no
account of the projected increase in
housing either side of Saltford.
It is possible that a complete ban on
diesel vehicles would probably solve
the problem, but I suspect would be
more expensive than a bypass for
Saltford, which in the long term
would be paid for by the reduced fuel
consumption.
Reg Williams, Saltford

How the working day
has changed
Dear Editor

Pollution concern
Dear Stephen
Robert Blatchford is right about
Duncan Hounsell not looking at
conditions, if he ever goes near the
Bath Road through Saltford (Issue
459). Also worrying is lack of concern
about the harmful effects of nitrogen
dioxide, which kills many more
people than road accidents.
To dismiss the level as just an EU
target is a bit surprising, considering
he has also stood as a Lib Dem
candidate, a party who support the
EU. Does he not know that the
majority of legislation applicable and
agreed by the UK government at
present comes from the EU.

I was listening to a Radio 4
programme today dealing with
loneliness, and mention was made,
once again, about the isolation due
working at home, and from overuse of
the internet for social contact.
But there is another working format
becoming commonplace which is
likely to create loneliness and
depression and it reminded me of a
friend who has been working for the
city council for many years. He is not
enjoying working life due to its
recently introduced cost-cutting
regime caused - understandably - by
reducing the amount of councilowned properties and the space (how
awful) taken up by its employees.

His 'office' is primarily in his laptop
which is with him at all times, ever
since the council has adopted over the
last year or so 'hot desking'; this
means there are only five desks for 10
employees so no one has a 'place', or
knows who will be working with them
at any time. His laptop is his phone
and his laptop is usually his means of
speaking to others? He sometimes has
to flit from property to property to get
a workspace if it is urgently needed,
though of course he could go back
home or stay at home to work. What a
life and how not to encourage the best
out of staff.

extra hours free, so worthwhile was
working there. What a sad working
life is ahead for many if 'hot desking'
and laptop communications become
standard practice.

Thus there seems little opportunity for
relationships to be created, natural
help and support to be provided when
needed, and a general community at
work to be formed with all the
inevitable friendship offshoots. These
are what so many of us have
experienced in the 'wasteful' past and
which now will be a fond memory but
lost to others still working. I can recall
working in different places where
sometimes there was too much space
provided, even some communal
seating areas, and the variable number
of staff being out of the office but
back again and working hard - and
communicating and socialising. It was
so valuable.

Nick Bryant was in the same class as
our son Edward (now known as Ed) at
Saltford and remembers him very
well. I remember him as a small boy
with a mass of black curly hair. We
have been watching his reports from
America with interest and are so
pleased to see what he has become.

Certainly with the council's approach,
there can't be much fun working for it,
just being treated almost as a number.
I recall fondly my last job, before
retiring 12 years ago, with a charity,
whereby the clients were mostly a
delight to help and it was a pleasure
working and socialising with my work
colleagues. I was quite happy to work

There have been various reports and
letters regarding the proposal to carry
out work on the ring road where it
crosses the River Frome between
Hambrook and Bromley Heath.

Alan Elkan, Downend

A talented journalist
Dear Sir
I write in response to the letter in Issue
457 (18th January) from Mr B Fry
regarding Nick Bryant. We as a family
lived in Saltford at the time when both
our children attended Saltford Primary
School and afterwards Wellsway.

Ed is in contact with him via social
media and we all share your
appreciation of his considerable
journalistic talent.
Mrs B Chard

Parallel widening could
solve traffic problems
Dear Stephen

Knowing that the road can barely cope
with four lanes open, the thought of
trying to use just two lanes for 12
months fills me with horror. It really

Write to us
Please e-mail letters
to
admin@theweekin.co.uk
or post to:
The Week In
8 Temple Court
Keynsham
Bristol
BS31 1HA
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The Week in • Wednesday 8th February 2017

beggars
belief
that
South
Gloucestershire Council are even
considering this option.
Some years ago, they had to widen the
M5 near Worcester from two lanes
each way to three. They did it using a
parallel widening technique. A brand
new three-lane + hard shoulder road
was built alongside the existing
motorway, keeping all four existing
lanes open. Then they moved traffic
onto the new road whilst they made
three lanes out of the original four and
bingo - two three-lane carriageways
with minimal disruption. The tell-tale
sign as you drive along it today is that
the over-bridges around Junctions 6 8 are not symmetrical.
A possible answer to the ring road
problem is to build a new two-lane
road and bridge alongside the
westbound carriageway and only
when that is complete, work on one of
the old carriageways at a time. You
always have two lanes each way.
Eventually you would have six lanes
which you could make into two threelane roads (allows for a bus lane each
way). Of course, it will cost more but
if you factor in delay time to
thousands of travellers each day and
the long-term benefits of a wider
bridge, I believe it is a viable option.
David Blackburn, Willsbridge

A more worrying
conflict of interest
Dear Stephen
I found the current George Osborne
'story' by the Houghtons of Bath
(Issue 459) a ridiculously weird
hatchet job.

As Chancellor, he saw the need to
expand growth by freeing fresh
money to the economy, so in his 2014
budget he promised “We will legislate
to remove all remaining tax
restrictions on how pensioners have
access to their pension pots.” When
people retire, their firm normally
recommend to them an asset
management firm, of which there are
thousands, to see they get reliable
advice, and most stick with them, so
to suggest that any one of them got a
particular advantage is risible, nor is
there the slightest evidence that he had
dealings with BlackRock or any other
asset management firm at that time.
The Tories have no monopoly on 'rich'
MPs; Ed Miliband had seven
millionaires in his Cabinet, and 13
more as close advisers. More
worrying is the conflict of interest of
MPs funded by their union, receiving
salary and expenses on top of
Parliamentary pay.
As a case in point, Driver Only
Operation (DOO) trains have been
safely operated on our rail network for
over 30 years. At peak times three
DOO trains per minute leave a
London terminus full of customers,
perfectly safely, as in other countries
like Germany and Japan, with new
trains equipped with driver video
cameras which allow him to monitor
the whole train, even on curved
platforms. We need more affordable
transport, Southern want to introduce
them, halving their train crews,
promising redeployment instead of
redundancies, but the union bosses
object, realising that long term, the
reduced membership is going to hit

them in the pocket, so if Parliament is
asked to intervene, is the MP going to
support his bosses, or constituents?
M O'Regan

Should a tax be levied
on online shoppers?
Dear Editor
Few people would argue that our
roads are not heavily congested and
that the best way to reduce this
congestion is reduce the number of
vehicles using our roads.
One way towards doing this could be
by introducing a hefty tax on people
who
purchase
items
online,
particularly so on the big companies
who simply exist to cater for and
deliver this need. I appreciate that this
is a nationwide problem but a start
could be made here in Bristol, a city
which has often shown the way
forward to other cities.
With the ever-increasing volume of
online shopping, the Government
would be on a sure-fire winner with a
tax which, if rendered with fairness
and honesty, could result in a lower
road tax for everyone.
Those who object to paying this tax
could simply opt out by not shopping
online, thereby considerably reducing
traffic congestion on our roads.
Terence Lee, Soundwell

Collective shame
over litter
Dear Stephen
In Issue 459 on page 20 you reported
on the Keynsham Wombles' latest
clear up. The article filled me with

both praise and despair in equal
measure! Praise for the unpaid
voluntary work by those who give
freely of their time but utter despair of
people who, without thought, throw
their litter on the ground.
You wonder the mentality of these
people who quite simply do not give a
damn. And yet, if you were to take just
one of the 40 black bags filled and
tipped it onto their garden, then they
would be screaming blue murder! The
countryside is everyone's garden, but
these people will never understand
that. I notice that some of the rubbish
collected was around, in particular,
KFC and Domino's opposite Waitrose.
Now, I do not know if any of the
rubbish collected was related to these
two establishments. However, rubbish
thrown down after use, obtained from
fast-food outlets, is well documented.
There is clearly a need for these type
of outlets to be more accountable.
Placing a bin outside is hardly
sufficient.
Having said all that, I do accept that it
is a difficult problem to police.
Without wanting to fall back on the
old adage 'back in my day', it has to be
said that people took pride in their
communities, something so lacking
today. Perhaps more should be done to
instil pride in our children in school? I
know that the majority of us do care
but it will always be the minority that
spoil it for others.
So, to put it all into perspective, let me
just remind everyone that in the area
covered by the litter-pick that not 4,
not 24, but 40 black sacks were filled
- shameful.
John Howlett

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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Keynsham

Students rock audiences with high energy musical
Wellsway School staged the hit
musical We Will Rock You to packed
audiences over four nights last week.

diamond jubilee year. Events are taking
place throughout 2016-17 to mark the
anniversary.

More than 90 students were involved in
the show which was directed by Hannah
Davies, Ingrid Mclean and Hannah
French and highlighted the breadth of
talent that the school nurtures.

These will culminate in a Big
Wellsway60 Reunion at the school on
17th June. Tickets have gone on sale this
week.

Organiser Louise Riddoch said: “We
would like it to be informal, with a
festival feel, and live outdoor music, so
we have invited former students who
sing and play in bands to return and
perform. We are really looking forward
to welcoming back people who have

been at Wellsway over the six decades.
It will be a wonderful chance to renew
old friendships and share memories.”
Further information can be found on the
Wellsway 60 Facebook page and the
@Wellsway60 Twitter account, or by
email at 60th@wellswayschool.com

Performing arts leader Andrew Psirides
said the show was one of the best in
Wellsway's 60-year history.
“Rehearsals have been great fun, with
students taking responsibility to produce
a really high quality and hugely
enjoyable show. The production is so
full of life, and has special effects and
amazing costumes and lighting,” he
said.
The musical is based on the songs of the
rock band Queen and tells the story of a
group of Bohemians struggling in a
distant future where everyone dresses,
thinks and acts the same and musical
instruments and composers are
forbidden.
Wellsway has a tradition of spectacular
productions, which staff, students and
parents have been recalling during the
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Kingswood

ACROSS
7 Nullify (6)
8 Lacking in care or attention (6)
9 A written note (4)
10 Control (8)
11 Melodic musical accompaniment (7)
13 The beginning or arrival (5)
15 Unsteady (5)
17 The absence of sound (7)
20 Dark beer (5,3)
21 Latin word meaning long live (4)
22 A place of safety or protection (6)
23 Remove from government (6)
DOWN
1 A boffin (6)
2 Quick (4)
3 Hanging down, dangling (7)
4 US President (5)
5 A position of superiority (8)
6 An African fly carrying disease (6)
12 Strutting dance or doing something
with ease (8)
14 Confused (5-2)
16 A violent charge (6)
18 A note of caution (6)
19 Fragrant or warm weather (5)
21 Official authorisation in a passport (4)

Invitation
to local
history
society
The Kingswood History
Society meets on the first
Tuesday of each month
(March to December) at
7.30pm in Room 4 at the
Park Centre, (opposite the
Civic Centre) with parking
in Hollow Road.
Anyone
interested
in
joining
should
visit
www.kingswoodhistorysoci
ety.org or just come along
to the meetings. Cost is
£2.50 per visit including
tea/coffee and biscuits.
Annual subscription is £20.
On 7th March speaker Pete
Chaplin will talk about Life
in the Police Dog Section.
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Active Kids
scheme is
back in store
Active Kids is back at
Sainsbury's with customers
able to collect vouchers in
store until 2nd May to help
registered schools, groups
and clubs get sports and
cooking equipment and
experiences.

Hanham

‘Ghetto’ fears over plans for
19 bedsits in former care home
Twenty concerned residents have
lobbied councillors over plans to
convert a former care home into 19
individual bedsits, saying they fear it
would turn their neighbourhood into a
“ghetto”.
They attended Hanham Parish Council's
meeting last Wednesday to raise their
concerns about the proposal which has
been
submitted
for
Rockleaze
Residential Home on Lower Hanham
Road. Parking, waste, noise and
disturbance and the potential for antisocial behaviour are all high on their list
of worries.
Until last summer when it closed,
Rockleaze cared for up to 10 adults with
learning disabilities. Although the house

14

fronts Lower Hanham Road, access is via
narrow Tabernacle Road, where there
have been accidents, and also close to the
busy crossroads which is also an accident
blackspot.
The care home owner is Jonathon Short
and the application to South
Gloucestershire Council to turn the
house into an HMO (House in Multiple
Occupation) has been submitted by agent
Scott Essex. But it is believed that the
room layout plans lodged with the
council show only how it is currently as
the application is for 19 bedsits and the
plans only show 14 bedrooms.
The application does not provide any
parking details either. Neighbours say
there is only off-street parking for about

three or four cars and Tabernacle Road is
already a nightmare for parking.
Local resident Andy Haynes said he had
experience of an HMO near his
workplace in Kingswood - the former
Linden Hotel - where multiple tenants
persisted in discarding rubbish onto a
pile beside the bins and no one would
take responsibility for it. This carried on
for three years, creating an eyesore with
problems from vermin, stench and flies.
Around a dozen objections have been
lodged on South Gloucestershire
Council's website. One said: “A care
home was fine for homing elderly people
with occasional visitors and the staff
being dropped off in the morning,
without much disruption to us
neighbours. A bedsit property would
potentially attract a more rowdy group
who disrupt the peace, and have no care
for the local area if they are only resident
for a short time and moving on soon.”
The parish councillors, who are
consulted by South Gloucestershire
Council on local planning applications,
were also worried. They highlighted
concerns about overdevelopment, traffic,
the narrow road, the lack of sufficient
parking and the fact that the road is a
major walking route to school, along
with noise, waste and lack of amenity
space.
A decision is expected by South Glos
Council some time next month.

The scheme is supported by
football
ace
Daniel
Sturridge,
swimming
superstar Ellie Simmonds,
Paralympic athlete Jonnie
Peacock and Lucy Bronze
from England's Women's
World Cup squad, with all
he
four
ambassadors
committed to encouraging
children to eat well, move
well and live well.
Customers will receive one
voucher for every £10 they
spend in supermarkets and
one voucher for every £5
they spend in convenience
stores. Over the years, the
scheme has grown and
expanded to help inspire
healthy eating for children.
Paul
Morrison,
store
manager at Sainsbury's
Emersons Green, said: “The
Active Kids scheme is a
brilliant way for our
colleagues to support
schools, groups and clubs in
our local area.
“We love visiting local
organisations and seeing the
benefits the equipment and
experiences have brought to
the children.”

Mangotsfield

Come for
breakfast
St James' Church is holding
a table-top sale with
breakfast on Saturday 4th
March from 10am to
12.30pm in the church hall,
Richmond Road.
People are invited to come
along for a great English
breakfast and browse the
books, bric-a- brac and
handmade crafts and pick up
a bargain. Entrance is free
and everyone is welcome.
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Longwell Green

Autumn completion
for first homes at
Hoopers Walk
The first homes on the new
development being built at the
former Mount Pleasant Farm at
Bath Road will be ready by the
autumn.
The scheme will be known as Hoopers
Walk after the former residents of the
farm, the Hooper family, who farmed
the land for more than 100 years. They
say they are pleased to see it being used
for new homes which they hope will
house families who can enjoy the area
as much as they have.
Demand is expected to be high for the
70 homes being delivered by
Sovereign Living, a leading provider of
affordable home ownership and built
by Bristol-based housing specialists
Mi-space, part of the Midas Group.
Sovereign Living, which is a noncharitable part of Sovereign, the largest
housing association in the south and
south west of England, acquired the
former cattle farm seven years ago.
Following negotiations with the local
council, the housing provider secured
planning consent to develop the
residential scheme on 4.5 acres of the
68-acre site. The scheme will include

42 open market sale houses, as well as
a number of shared ownership and
rental homes.
As part of the ground-breaking, a time
capsule was buried on the site of a
former well containing items including
photographs and a short history of the
farm. John Hooper, 85, was on site to
witness the time capsule being buried.
South Gloucestershire Council's
Adults, Housing and Public Health
lead member Cllr Ben Stokes, said:
“Once complete, this development will
provide a range of affordable housing
units for families in South
Gloucestershire.
“The affordable housing units will be
built to meet a number of design
standards. This means that in the
future, the homes can be adapted to
meet the individual needs of the
residents to allow people to stay in
their own home for longer should their
needs change. For example, the homes
are designed so that a through-floor lift
could be installed to help an individual
move with ease from one floor to the
other.”

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Staple Hill

Public meeting to discuss
future of popular festival
A public meeting will be held next week to discuss the
future of Christmas on the Hill.
The much-valued free festival has been running in Staple Hill
on a Saturday afternoon every December for 18 years, with
hundreds lining the main street to witness the flamboyant
parade, which is followed by a host of attractions in local
venues.

Battalion to relocate to Keynsham
as part of Army shake-up
The Army is planning to relocate a battalion
from Wrexham to Keynsham by 2019 but
people in the Welsh town are not happy
about the move.
As part of the restructuring of the Army, the
101 Battalion REME (Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers) will effectively merge
with the 105 Battalion REME which is based
at the Keynsham Army Reserve Centre in
Ashmead Road.
105 Battalion REME will change its name to
101 Theatre Support Battalion in 2019. Its new
role will be to support 5 Theatre Support
Battalion REME in the regeneration of theatrelevel equipment during a time of war.
All personnel affected at the Hightown
Barracks Army Reserve Centre in Wrexham
will be assisted to transfer to the Royal Welsh
Regiment who share the centre or other units
locally.
The move, part of the Army 2020 Refine

strategy, has come as a shock to people in
Wrexham. The leader of Wrexham Council
Mark Pritchard said the town had a strong and
proud military heritage and REME was a huge
asset and would be greatly missed.
And Wrexham MP Ian Lucas, speaking to The
Leader newspaper in Wrexham, said although
he was pleased that Government ministers had
clarified there were no current plans to close
the centre as a whole, there was considerable
concern in the town about the plans to take
away a battalion, and he opposed the plans.
REME is responsible for fixing all the Army's
kit including weapons, trucks, tanks and
helicopters.
Keynsham Army Reserve Centre in Ashmead
Road is also home to the 243 Field Hospital,
the 158 Field Company, the City & County of
Bristol Army Cadet Force and the 2386
Squadron Air Training Corps.

The numbers who come have increased every year. However,
there are many costs involved in staging the event, including
lighting the giant Christmas tree, fees for licensed
performances and closing the road, and liability insurance
premiums.
Funding problems were highlighted during the run-up to the
2016 event. In previous years, the festival has managed to
secure grants from South Gloucestershire Council but money
for such projects has been greatly reduced as a result of
austerity measures.
The organisers say it will be important to have more people
involved in the planning of Christmas on the Hill for 2017.
Certain concerns need to be addressed including whether it
will be possible to continue to organise a parade and to site a
Christmas tree in Fountain Square.
The public meeting will take place in the Salvation Army in
Broad Street on Thursday 16th February at 6.15pm.

SITUATIONS VACANT
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Saltford

Poetry competition
A poetry competition will again be held as part of the Saltford
Festival.
Winners will be announced and presentations made on the first
day of the festival at the opening ceremony by BBC's Emma
Britton on Saturday 10th June.
There will be a first prize of £20 and a second prize of £10.

The 2015 event

Marathon is cancelled
for the second time
The 2017 Bristol + Bath Marathon has
been cancelled for the second time.
Last April the organisers said that after a
successful launch in 2015 it would not be
taking place in 2016 “due to the number of
major events requiring road closures in the
Bristol area this year” but said a provisional
date for the second marathon had been
arranged for October 207.
That date was 22nd October but last week
the organisers announced: “Unfortunately,
due to other events and road closure
requirements across the cities the event will
not be taking place.
“We know this news will be disappointing
for those of you who were looking forward
to the event this year. There is still an
aspiration to host a fantastic event in Bristol
+ Bath and more details will be released as
soon as a date is confirmed in the future.”
The announcement on Facebook was

greeted with dismay by dozens of people
with some criticising local councils for not
doing more to support the event.
One runner said: “So sorry to hear this. It
was one of my all-time favourite races. The
organisation was fab and the crowds were
the best ever. Look forward to its return.”
The 26.2-mile race in 2015 started in the
centre of Bristol and took in sights including
Brunel's SS Great Britain before runners left
the city via Feeder Road and Crews Hole
and crossed the county border into South
Gloucestershire.
The route then continued up Conham Hill,
along Memorial Road and Court Farm Road
and down Willsbridge Hill and along the
A431 through Bitton and Swineford, before
crossing into B&NES just before Kelston.
Runners then went on into Bath where the
finish line was in Royal Victoria Park.

The Week in • Wednesday 8th February 2017

The poem and title must be typed and have no more than 20
lines. It can be on any theme and entrants are asked to submit
on a separate sheet their name, address and contact number as
all entries will be judged anonymously.
Multiple entries are allowed. There is an entry fee of £2 per
poem payable in cash or by cheque payable to Saltford
Community Association. Deliver or post your entries to arrive
no later than 8th April to Saltford Poetry, c/o Saltford Library,
478a Bath Rd, Saltford, BS31 3DJ.
In order to again produce a booklet of all entries which will be
on sale during the festival, also send your poem by email to
m_dscotty@hotmail.com
The nine-day festival has become a village-wide, biennial
event that has helped to raise money for the community as well
as for other charities. It provides opportunities for groups and
people of all ages to come together and to share the amazing
diversity of talent and interests in the Saltford area.
Watch this space in the coming months for updates.

St George

Police surgery
The local police beat team will holding a surgery in
Dundridge Park car park on Sunday (12th February)
from 5pm to 6pm.
They will be in their mobile police station to meet
people and hear any local concerns.
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MOTORING
BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR
SPECIALIST
German Car Specialists with over 25 years
experience in service, repairs and diagnostics
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G

MOT TESTING STATION
SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
AIR CONDITIONING
CAMBELTS & BRAKES
CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS
AND MORE . . .

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234
www.bandbcarservices.co.uk

u bandbcs@btinternet.com

Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP
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New car tax rules explained
Many drivers looking for a new car this year especially those in the market for an
economical supermini, hatchback or hybrid are likely to discover they'll be paying more
than before.
Under the current system, Vehicle Excise Duty
(VED) is split into 13 bands, ranging from A to
M. In short, the higher the CO2 emissions, the
more road tax you'll pay, while cars that emit less
than 100g/km of CO2 are exempt from any tax.
From 1st April, changes that are quite confusing
will be made to VED but will only affect vehicles
registered after this date. The RAC has come up
with a guide to help motorists understand the new
rules.
The first year's VED will still be calculated on a
vehicle's CO2 emissions, but only cars with
0g/km CO2 emissions - electric and hydrogen
vehicles - will be exempt from paying tax.
Other cars will be subject to a variable first-year
rate: from £10 to cars emitting 1-50g/km CO2, to

£2,000 for those emitting over 255g/km CO2.
From the second year, zero-emission cars remain
exempt, while all other vehicles move to a
standard £140 flat rate, regardless of CO2
emissions.
However, all new vehicles with a list price of
over £40,000 - including zero emission cars - will
attract an additional rate of £310, payable each
year for five years from the end of the first
vehicle licence. At the end of the five-year
period, the standard rate will apply.
The new rates are in direct response to falling
CO2 emissions levels, meaning many motorists
are paying little or no VED. This has cost the
Treasury millions of pounds in lost revenue,
prompting the Government to make the changes.
Tax rates for vehicles registered before 1 April
2017 will not be affected by this change. It's for
this reason that many motorists are keen to buy a
new car before the end of March 2017.
For more information visit the RAC website.
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Speed camera schedule
Here are the locations in our area where Avon &
Somerset police are planning to be with mobile
speed cameras this week.
Bath & North East Somerset:
Albert Road, Coronation Avenue, Queens Road and
Rock Road in Keynsham; Manor Road, Saltford,
and the A431 Kelston Road.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174
Callington Road, Allison Road,
Broomhill Road, Wick Road and
Talbot Road.
In St George on the A420 Bell Hill
Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Air
Balloon Road and Nags Head Hill
as well as Hillside Road.
Other roads include Whitehall
Road, Sturminster Road in
Stockwood and Stockwood Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
The A4174 Avon Ring Road near
Junction 1 of the M32; the A4174 at
Bromley Heath; Badminton Road
south of the ring road; Tower Lane

and Tower Road South in Warmley; Parkwall Road
in Cadbury Heath; Barry Road, High Street and Mill
Lane in Oldland; Bath Road at Swineford; Court
Road in Kingswood; Court Farm Road in Longwell
Green, Abbots Road in Hanham and Blackhorse
Road in Mangotsfield.
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Huge gap between house prices and salaries
The stark gap between local house
prices and incomes is revealed in
the latest Home Truths report from
the National Housing Federation.
The average house price in England in
2016 was £282,011, above the South
West regional average of £256,054.
But there are regional variations and
Bath & North East Somerset has the
second highest average house price at
£349,391. Here average house prices
are 11.9 times higher than the average
income of £29,458. People need to
earn an average income of £79,861 to
buy the average-priced home - the
second highest required salary in the
region.
B&NES also has the highest average
private sector rents in the South West
at £1,096 pcm.
In South Gloucestershire, the average
house price last year was £252,491 9.4 times higher than the average
income of £26,827.Families here need
to earn more than £57,000 a year
before they can afford the average
mortgage. So a couple both earning
the average wage would still need an
20

8% pay increase each to afford a
mortgage for the average home, while
a single person would need to see their
pay go up by a staggering £31,000 a
year, or 115%.
And with average monthly rents rising
to £782 in South Glos, private renters
here need to fork out 43% of their
disposable income just to pay the rent.
In Bristol, the average house price in
2016 was £260,589 - that's 9.9 times
the average salary of £26,400, So the
annual income required to get a
mortgage is £59,563. Average rents in
the city meanwhile are £954pcm.
The report says that not enough homes
are being built in the South West.
There are 21,000 new households
forming each year but less than
19,000 homes were built in 2015.
Across South Gloucestershire housing
associations are working to end the
local housing crisis. Over the past
year Merlin, Knightstone, Curo, Solon
South West and others have built more
than 300 new, affordable homes in
Emersons Green, Yate, Filton and
Thornbury. And this figure is set to

increase further in the next 12 months,
with Merlin alone due to start work on
a further 250 homes on sites in Staple
Hill, Downend and Thornbury.
Amanda Swann, head of development
at Merlin, said: “House prices are
rising much faster than wages in
South Gloucestershire and that is
making it very difficult for people to
access good quality housing that is
affordable. Merlin and other housing
associations are determined to do our
bit, by increasing the number of new
homes being built in South
Gloucestershire.”
The housing association and housebuilder Curo, which provides
affordable homes and high quality
care and support services across the
West of England, manages nearly
13,000 homes and is building
hundreds of new homes every year.
Its chief executive Victor da Cunha
said: “We work closely with local
authorities to make building new
homes possible, and have completed
over 1,000 new, affordable homes
across the region since we formed

Curo in 2012.
“Housing associations are a key part
of the solution to the housing crisis,
but with reduced funding we have to
act commercially if we're to continue
to increase housing supply. We're
doing this by building homes for sale
and rent, some on the open market,
some through low-cost ownership
schemes and affordable rents.
“With no paid shareholders, every
penny of profit goes back into our
core social purpose: providing
affordable homes and supporting
people who need us.”
Jenny Allen, external affairs manager
for the National Housing Federation
in the South West, said: “In the West
of England the planned Joint Spatial
Strategy could represent a real
opportunity to effectively link housing
and transport. We urge local
politicians, and the future Metro
Mayor for the West of England, to
address this issue to help us deliver
the homes we need.”
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B&NES

Find out more
about new waste
collections
B&NES residents will receive important
information about changes to waste
collections in the district when they receive
their council tax notifications next month.
Letters explaining the 2017-18 council tax are
due to be sent to every home between 9th and
13th March and with it will be more detail
about the new rubbish collection plans which

will come into effect from November.
The most significant of these is that household
waste will be collected every fortnight instead
of weekly and households will be provided
with wheelie bins or reusable rubbish bags.
Recycling and food waste will continue to be
collected every week and the new policy is
similar to those already in use in neighbouring
Bristol and South Gloucestershire.
The letters will explain whether households
have been allocated a wheeled bin or a bag and
provide details about how they can obtain
more information or assistance. The new bins
and bags will start to be delivered in the week
commencing 6th November, together with the
new collection schedules.
Council teams are also getting out and about in
the community over the coming weeks to
explain the changes to residents and show
examples of the new bins and bags. They were
present at the Flea Market in Saltford Hall last
weekend and are due to be at Tesco in
Keynsham on Wednesday 1st March (11am to
3pm) and at Corston Village Hall on Saturday
4th March (10am to noon).
You can find more information on the
council's
website
or
by
emailing
wastecampaigns@bathnes.gov.uk
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Lib Dems choose their
Metro Mayor candidate
The Lib Dems have chosen
Stephen Williams, the
former Local Government
Minister and MP for Bristol
West, as their candidate for
Metro Mayor for the West
of England.
After a series of hustings,
he secured the nomination ahead of Simon Cook in the
membership vote.
Mr Williams, who lost his Parliamentary seat in 2015
to Labour's Thangam Debbonaire, said he was
determined to win the mayoral election and deliver
“real change”.
“My main priority will be continuing economic
prosperity, but by tackling the main constraints that
hold us back - the lack of affordable housing, and the
woeful state of our public transport.
“This election is a clear choice between me and the
inexperienced Conservative candidate. Our region
needs the strongest possible leadership and with my
experience, I can offer just that.
“I will also stand up for the majority of people who
voted to remain in the European Union, and will work
with the business community to persuade the
Conservative government to keep us in the single
market and avoid a disastrous hard Brexit which will
risk jobs and livelihoods, particularly in the aerospace
and manufacturing industries.”
Mr Williams joins the four others who have already
been selected by their parties to stand on 4th May and
who we featured in last week's issue. They are Tim
Bowles for the Conservatives, Lesley Mansell for
Labour, Darren Hall for the Greens and Aaron Foot
for UKIP.
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Alert after spate of cold callers
Avon & Somerset police are asking
communities to be on their guard and
to look out for vulnerable or elderly
neighbours after a number of reports
of door-to-door sales people calling on
residents.
In an incident in Kingswood on
Thursday 26th January a resident
contacted the police after a man called at
her home and aggressively tried to sell
her items.
Two men aged 20 and 27 were arrested in
Hill Road and later charged with
peddling without a certificate..
Police have also had reports of cold
callers in Clifton, Cotham, Bishopston,
Stoke Bishop and Westbury-on-Trym
selling cleaning equipment and other
cheap goods but without the required
pedlar's licence.
Some reports state they have been
aggressive, pushy and rude with
residents, resulting in people feeling
threatened in their own homes.
PC Jeannette Cadden, based at
Southmead Police Station said: “These
cold callers are sometimes known to us
as the 'Nottingham Knockers' but they
can be from as far afield as Sheffield or

Hartlepool. Indeed, their accents may be
a giveaway as they often don't sound like
they're from the West Country. They do
not have the legally required pedlar's
licence.
“Although they might seem like
legitimate sales people, they may be
looking for an opportunity to commit
crime, and may see elderly or vulnerable
people as easy targets.”
Last Tuesday a resident in Clifton
reported a man going door to door in her
area. He said was an ex-convict trying to
change his ways and seemed overly
interested in the inside of the house.
Because of this resident's quick thinking
in calling the police, they got there
quickly, seized his bags of cheap goods
and reported him for summons for not
having a pedlar's licence.
PC Cadden said: “My advice would
always be that it's your doorstep, your
decision. If you're not sure, don't open
the door.
“I would also urge people to look out for
their neighbours. Elderly people can be
especially vulnerable due to being
isolated and lonely. They may be grateful
for a call at the door and a chat with

Feel
good this
February
A Feel-Good February Fair
will take place at The Park
Centre in Kingswood on
Saturday 18th February
from 1pm to 4pm.
There will be the chance to
discover more than 30
local groups, activities and
services with free taster
sessions, as well as free tea
and cake.

whoever is calling, which unfortunately
is what these people prey on. Say hello to
your neighbours and make your
community stronger.”
If you spot people going door to door
like this call 101. If you feel threatened
or you are worried that a crime is being
committed, call 999.
For more crime prevention advice and
leaflets visit
https://www.aspolicestaysafe.co.uk/

Mangotsfield

Branch strikes bus
Two crews from Kingswood fire station were called out
after a large branch from a tree struck a doubledecker bus and then fell into the road, hitting two
other cars.
The incident happened last Wednesday afternoon in
Hill House Road.
No one was injured but a woman in her 40s was treated
on the scene for shock by firefighters and the
ambulance service.
The road was partially closed for a time.

A diverse range of
organisations will have
stands covering health and
fitness, arts and crafts,
hobby and activity groups,
adult learning, volunteering
and
family
activities.
To find out more call Rosie
at Community Ignite on
0759 289 0535 or visit
Facebook/communityignite.

Bitton

Spring
clean
Bitton Village Residents'
Association has organised a
litter pick on Saturday 25th
February to tidy up the
village for spring.
It will start at 10.30am
outside the White Hart
which will also be the finish
point at noon.
Equipment
including
pickers, bags and gloves
will be provided.

Keep in touch,
let us know
what you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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Fishponds

How project is
transforming young lives
The Mayor of Bristol last week visited a
school in Fishponds to see how improved
partnership working is helping youngsters
who struggle in mainstream education and
have been at risk of permanent exclusion.
Marvin Rees met students who have been able
to pick up their school career after a successful
placement at St Matthias Park, which operates
on two sites in Fishponds and Brentry to
provide education for pupils aged 11 to 16.
Closer work between schools, families and
Bristol's Inclusion Panel, which was launched
last July, has helped drive a turnaround in the
number of young people who come to St
Matthias Park.
As part of an effort to reduce permanent
exclusions in Bristol to zero, students are
being referred before a crisis point is reached.
In the first two terms of this academic year St
Matthias received 19 pupils through school
referrals compared with 20 through permanent
exclusion during the same terms in 2015/16.
St Matthias' headteacher Aileen Morrison said:
“We're really beginning to see a turnaround in
the numbers of children who are permanently
excluded from school and have no option but
to be found a place in alternative education
like St Matthias Park.
“Permanent exclusion is a very blunt tool to
deal with a child who isn't managing to be part
of their school community in the way that is
expected of them. By the time they are
excluded, many opportunities have been lost to
tackle some of the underlying issues that is
leading to disruptive behaviour.
“Now schools are working much more

proactively with us to refer children, with
permission from their family, before they
reach a crisis point. In turn this means that
we're having greater success in working
intensively with young people on a short-term
basis before finding an opportunity for them to
complete their education at a mainstream
secondary school.
“Students can stay with us to sit their GCSEs
if this is more appropriate for them and I'm
delighted that last year we recorded our best
results ever.”
St Matthias Park currently has 51 students who
usually stay for 12 weeks, although this can be
much longer or shorter. So far this year 10
students have moved successfully back into
mainstream education and an additional seven
are being supported in their move back to
school. Students are taught in small groups
ranging from one to one to classes of up to ten
for GCSEs.
Permanent exclusions to pupil referral units
across Bristol in the first two terms of the last
academic year were 35. In the same period this
year there were five permanent exclusions and
four of these were from schools outside of
Bristol.
Marvin Rees said: “During my visit to St
Matthias Park it was encouraging to see how
the school is helping students to re-engage
with education and unlock their true potential.
We know that in order to prosper all our young
people need to have access to a good
education, in a place that best suits their needs,
and St Matthias is providing a stepping stone
back into mainstream education.”

Longwell Green

WI members help
raise awareness of
climate change
Thanks to their Craft Club, Longwell Green WI members are
all ready to 'Show the Love' this Valentine's Day in support of
The Climate Coalition's campaign to raise awareness of
climate change.
Each member received a hand-crafted green heart at the last
meeting.
The National Federation of Women's Institute is a founding
member of The Climate Coalition (TCC), a group of over 100
organisations and over 15 million people working for action on
climate change.
At their next meeting on 17th February members look forward
to hearing Paul Evans read poems and readings. Visitors are
welcome to join the group from 7.30pm at Longwell Green
Community Centre in Shellards Road.

Marvin Rees chats to students
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Planning bombshell

Emersons Green/Lyde Green

Increase in anti-social behaviour
Parents are being urged to keep a check on
their children's whereabouts after an increase
in incidents of anti-social behaviour in
Emersons Green.
Police say there has been a marked increase of
ASB in and around the shops and local streets.
A number of offenders have been identified
and visited at their home address by officers.
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant Paul
Fortune said: “I would ask that as a responsible
parent, you keep a check your child's

whereabouts.
“Even if they aren't doing more than
congregating with friends, this soon develops
into situations where people feel scared and
intimidated with such large crowds.”
Meanwhile at the neighbouring Lyde Green
estate, where hundreds of new homes are
being built, brand new play equipment in the
park has been vandalised and graffitied.
There have also been reports of youngsters
graffitiing the footbridge over to Sainsbury's.

Plans by Warmley's Rocking Horse Day Nursery to relocate
to land next to Sir Bernard Lovell Sports Centre in Oldland
Common have fallen through.
A desperate campaign is now under way to find another home
before the nursery is evicted in July from its rented
accommodation at the Grange School & Sports College.
Last July South Gloucestershire Council told the nursery it
would have to leave its home of 25 years by 31st December
2016. The nursery owners and parents launched a campaign to
find a new home and after reading an article in The Week In, the
manager of the sports centre came forward saying they had
space the nursery could rent. In October, the council agreed to
extend the notice period until the end of the academic year to
allow Rocking Horse time to relocate to SBL.
But after months of organising the move, involving a preplanning application, surveys, solicitors, accountants and
seeking quotes for the prefab building, the council has dropped
the bombshell that planning permission is unlikely to be granted
due to residents' concerns over parking when the sports centre
was built.
Parent and campaigner Laura Williams told The Week In that
the nursery was now desperately exploring all options and if it
couldn't move somewhere by August, it would be forced to
close indefinitely with the loss of up to 70 early years' places
and up to 20 jobs, not counting the parents who risk losing their
jobs due to lack of childcare.

Kingswood

Seven homes proposed
on Royal Archer site
Plans to build seven homes where the Royal Archer pub stood until last year have been unveiled.
The application for the brownfield site on Lees Hill has been submitted to South Gloucestershire
Council by the Wellington Pub Company.
Four terraced homes each with three bedrooms are planned, along with a pair of two-bed semidetached houses, plus a two-bedroom apartment.
There will be parking for 13 vehicles, four of the spaces in garages under the apartment.
The development includes private amenity spaces for all seven properties with private gardens and
landscaping areas.

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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scuppers nursery's relocation plans
She attended the council's Policy & Resources
Committee meeting on Monday to plead for support
in finding a new home and a further extension of the
lease, saying the council has a statutory duty to
ensure enough nursery spaces are provided.
Three local nurseries closed in December. The
owners of Redroofs at St George and North
Common shut them after an investigation into force
feeding. Tiny Tots at Hanham also shut just before
Christmas due to the owner's illness. Some of the
displaced children from the three sites have moved
to Rocking Horse.
The possibility of moving to Tiny Tots has been
explored by the owners of Rocking Horse but with a
£450,000 price tag it was too expensive and
considered to not have enough outdoor space.
Meanwhile Redroofs at St George has been sold to
Little Acorns & Stepping Stones.
The caretaker's cottage at Hanham Woods Academy
has also been considered as a possible venue by
Rocking Horse. It is in the process of being
transferred back from the Cabot Learning
Federation to South Gloucestershire Council but
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Rocking Horse Day Nursery

will not be ready by July.
The council has mentioned some other possibilities
for the nursery to explore including approaching
Hanham Youth Centre, which is run by Creative

Youth Network. A site in Cadbury Heath has also
been mooted although details have not yet been
disclosed.
Council leader Matthew Riddle said the council
would look at the points Ms Williams had raised and
asked councillors to get in touch with the nursery if
they knew of any other suitable venues.
If anyone has any ideas, they are asked to email rhrelocation@hotmail.com
Meanwhile no decision has been put to or made by
councillors on what will happen with the Grange site
but the council is anticipating that a new primary
school will be needed to serve the Kingswood and
Warmley area by 2019 and there has been
speculation that the Grange would be suitable.
This week a council spokesperson said: “The main
route for opening new schools is to apply to the
Department for Education as part of the Free
Schools Wave Programme. It will be for the DfE to
assess the quality, strength and capacity of sponsor
applications and to identify and secure a suitable site
as part of the application process.”
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Rescuers reunited with
dogs they saved from
Romanian massacre
Prater.

Some of the 68 dogs which a team from
Warmley have rescued from slaughter in
Romania came together with their new
owners on Saturday for a special party.

The dogs that have been rescued are looked
after by a woman in a private shelter until they
are all vaccinated and ready to travel to the UK
on a transport van in individual cages via the
Eurotunnel.

Romania has a hard-line policy on strays and
catchers are paid per dog, with many tortured
and killed.

Caroline said that seeing so many of the dogs
together in one place on Saturday was “totally
amazing”.

Caroline Prater runs Caring across the
Continent which marked its first-year
anniversary with the get-together at Warmley
dog grooming salon Sam's Woof Wash.

More trips to Romania are planned in March
and August. Donations are always welcome.
To
find
out
more
email
carolineprater@hotmail.co.uk or visit Caring
across the Continent's Facebook page.

Salon owner Sam Machin has been out to
Romania to rescue dogs with Caroline and her
partner Gavin Chamberlain and daughter Teela

Snowdrop Sundays
St James the Great Church at Abson will be holding
Snowdrop Sundays on 12th and 19th February from 2pm to
4pm.
There will be tea and cakes, with proceeds to church funds.

Free fitness
fun for girls
The fun fitness programme Jazzercise is offering free,
all-year-long dance fitness classes to girls aged 16 to
21.
Jazzercise mixes modern dance choreography with
kickboxing and Pilates moves, all to the latest music.
The programme offers physical, emotional and mental
health benefits.
The free classes are at participating locations only.
Find out more by contacting Bristol and Bath
Jazzercise franchisee Carole Loughlin on 0780 085
2012 or go to www.jazzercise.com/GirlForce

The rescue dogs at the party on Saturday
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Accountancy
Services

Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

Chimney Sweep

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Computers / IT

£20.00
Blinds

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Car Services
Advertising

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17

Dance Classes

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13

Aerials

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Carpet Fitters

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
28

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Electrical

Garden Services

Home Help

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Home
Maintenance

Fencing

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Guttering
Furniture Makers

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Hair & Beauty

Laundry
Services

Garden Services

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Logs

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient/reliable
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
www.djamesdecorating.com

Plastering

Plumbers

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Pallets
Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Plumbers
LPs & Vinyl

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Painting
& Decorating

Physiotherapy

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Plumbers

TVs

Waste Disposal

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory is the

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

£20.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

Windows & Doors
Waste Disposal

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Skip Hire

1 week = £20

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

Window Cleaners

6 weeks = £17

2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners

26 weeks = £13

• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

All prices per week
exc VAT

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

0117 9159801
07530 864562

TVs

Woodburners

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 8th February 2017

52 weeks = £12

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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