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Safari tour drama for Keynsham pupils

Longleat
A coach full of pupils from Wellsway School in Keynsham
had to be escorted out of the safari park at Longleat after
an incident with an electronic sliding gate which left one of
the vehicle's windows broken.

coach remained stationary within the safety lock system until it
was ready to conclude its journey through the safari park, when
it was escorted by Longleat staff.”

The Year 7 pupils were on a visit to Longleat as part of the
school's enrichment week before the end of term.
Wellsway headteacher Matthew Woodville said a window near
the driver had been smashed and the coach had been delayed
for about half an hour. He said the broken window had been
covered with a tarpaulin before the coach proceeded, with
Longleat staff on board and driving alongside, through the
remainder of the safari park (which includes cheetahs and
wolves).
He said no one was injured in the incident and a replacement
coach had been sent to take the children back to school.
A Longleat spokeswoman said: “On Tuesday July 12th a coach
taking a group of schoolchildren through the safari park made
contact with one of our gates.
“As it was exiting the lion enclosure the coach scraped against
one of the electronic sliding gates that form part of the double
safety lock system between enclosures. The electronic gate
was already partially closed at the time of contact.
“Longleat staff were immediately on the scene and made
contact with the driver to provide any necessary support for the
vehicle and its occupants.
“The electronic gates have automatic sensors which stop them
in the event of a vehicle obstructing their path. The sensors
were confirmed to be working normally before and after the
incident.
“At no point was anyone's health and safety at risk and the
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'Privatised public transport
Anger is continuing to mount over cuts to the 17a and 37
bus routes, with First's claims of low usage being
challenged by users who say passenger numbers aren't
always recorded.
Some users of the 17a Southmead Hospital to Keynsham
service, which is due to stop running after 4th September,
leaving people in North Common and Oldland Common
isolated, say they will lose their jobs because they won't be able
to get to work.
South Gloucestershire Green Party is backing a petition set up
to save the 17a, which has almost 200 signatures. The party
said the outer regions were already affected by a severely
reduced timetable, and now with little to no consultation, First
was cutting the 17a, adding: “Privatised public transport has
failed our communities once again.”

The Week in

One of those who have signed the 17a petition is Elisabeth
Weston, who said: “I will not be able to get to work. When I
mentioned that the bus 17a was being withdrawn to a young girl
who also relies on the bus service, she is the same situation but
had no idea - neither would I have had any notion that this was
going to happen if I had not read The Week In magazine. The
bus was pretty full this morning.”
An online petition has also been launched in the last week
against the re-routing of the 37 Bristol to Bath service. Instead
of serving Bitton, Swineford and Kelston it will turn off at
Willsbridge to serve Keynsham and Saltford. The petition says:
“A decision has been made by the company that the service
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has failed our communities again'
“doesn't cut the mustard” and is not commercially viable.
B&NES & South Glos Council need to take urgent action at
council ward level to step in and provide a solution for rural
homeowners both young and elderly.”
Speaking on Radio Bristol on Friday, Bitton councillor Erica
Williams, who chairs South Gloucestershire Council's Public
Transport Forum, said whoever planned the cuts to the 19a and
37 did not think of the far-ranging impact on residents.
She appreciated that First had to make a profit to run its
business but did not accept the company's statistics of low
usage on some services.
As a frequent bus user as she doesn't drive, she said that on
many occasions, she - and people who had contacted her and
MP Chris Skidmore about the issue - were just waved onto the
bus by the driver without needing to show their travel card so
not all journeys were being logged.
Cllr Williams said First's consultation had not included specific
bus routes: “If you are unaware of what is going on then it
comes to this stage and I would like to thank The Week In for
actually bringing it to people's attention because otherwise we
wouldn't know.”
She said that local authorities needed to work collectively as
services cross local authority boundaries and they had a duty of
care to all those who require bus travel: “Hopefully we will try
and resolve this in some way.”
And speaking to The Week In, she said: “I have had a great
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response from your readers
which shows the level of
concern and frustration about
the cuts to the service 37 and
17a. Even readers living in
Hillfields have called to state
that they get on the 17a and it
is standing room only at
9.50am. They will have to walk
to Staple Hill to get a bus to
Southmead Hospital in the
near future which again is
wholly unacceptable.
“People will be forced into their
cars by these cuts, or worse lose jobs.”

Erica Williams

Interviewed on Radio Bristol last Friday about bus cuts, James
Freeman, managing director of First West of England, stressed
that most people who use buses in the region would not be
affected by the latest changes, or only very slightly, and First
had to do the best it could with the money it had available.
When asked about the plight of vulnerable people who would
be affected by the cuts, he said that as part of the 1985
Transport Act (which changed the bus industry by privatising
companies and deregulating service) local authorities were
responsible for public transport requirements not met by
commercial operators, of which First was just one.
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Comment

Bus shambles just strengthens case
for a regional transport authority
Only two years ago, if you lived in Oldland Common, Warmley
or North Common, there were four buses an hour towards
Keynsham and Kingswood. Soon there will be none.
One of those services was subsidised by South Gloucestershire
Council but funding had to be withdrawn when First began
operating a 'commercial' service on the same route. Now the
'commercial' service has gone and so, it appears, has the council
funding.
Because First can't make money running a bus from Bath to Bristol
through Kelston, Swineford and Bitton, it is diverting the route
through Keynsham where it believes it can. But in order to
accommodate the new timetable, residents of the town's Park
Estate will see bus frequencies severely reduced or removed
altogether. How ironic that when planning approval was granted for
the K2 developments, one of the most significant pieces of
supporting evidence was the quality and frequency of bus services
to Bristol and Bath via Keynsham town centre. Indeed, when Bilbie
Green was being discussed, the requirement for the developers to
fund an internal bus service was removed by the council due to the
“provision of additional bus infrastructure on Charlton Road”.
Let's be clear in case anyone still thinks that the term 'bus service'
actually means that they are provided for the public's benefit. They
are not. Bus companies such as First are shareholder-owned
businesses and if a route isn't operating at a profit, it ceases.
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The responsibility to provide bus services out of social necessity or
to persuade car users of another means of transport, lies with local
councils. But as Bus Users UK director David Redgewell claims,
our local councils are busy reducing levels of bus subsidy as part
of their cost-cutting exercises. According to Mr Redgewell, Bristol is
cutting £1/4m, South Gloucestershire £600,000 and B&NES, a
whopping £900,000.
Some people may remember B&NES' much-heralded Transport
Plan for Keynsham which identified that two-thirds of people
travelling to the town centre did so by car. At the time, we were
heavily critical of the plan's lack of any concrete proposals to
reduce car use from 66% to a wholly unacceptable 60% over the
the coming years. One of its key elements in achieving that aim
was improved bus services. If the bus companies don't have to
provide these and the councils can't afford to - just where will these
infrastructure improvements come from?
We can only hope that Bristol, B&NES and South Gloucestershire
Council proceed with their plans for devolution and that a
considerable chunk of the promised £30m a year in extra funding
goes on establishing a regional transport authority. Only then will
we be able to work purposely on a region-wide basis to provide
services where they are required with control over timetables, fares
and who actually operates the buses.
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Bath Bus Company to run two evening
services to Keynsham's Park Estate
Bath Bus Company this week announced it will step in to
run two evening journeys to Keynsham's Park Estate,
filling part of the gap left by First's cuts to the 38 BristolBath service.
From 4th September the 38 will stop serving the estate in the
evening and on Sundays. The service will also be reduced from
Monday to Friday daytime to once an hour instead of every half
hour.
(An error in First's press release has come to light this week. In
it the bus company said the 38 wouldn't continue to run to the
Park Estate on Saturdays but it has now been confirmed it will,
on an hourly basis.)
Bath Bus Company, which runs the A4 Air Decker, has agreed
that two evening services - departing from Bath at 7.30pm and
8.30pm Monday to Saturday - will serve the Park Estate.
Meanwhile a petition against the cuts to the 38 has almost 700
signatures. One petitioner, Linda Harvey, wrote: “James
Freeman, managing director, states this is the third big
consultation they have done with customers. 350 people out of
16,000 residents, how can he call that 'big'. He's having a laugh
with Keynsham bus commuters... They might as well tear down
the bus stop that has been put in at Bilbie Green. Do these
house purchasers know they will now not be having a bus
service up to the Keynsham Park Estate?”

A petition has been launched urging First to keep the “wellused” 178 bus serving Keynsham's Chandag estate. The 178
connects Bristol to Bath via Peasedown St John, Radstock,
Midsomer Norton, Paulton and Keynsham. The route is being
altered to run along Wellsway so will no longer serve the
Chandag estate.
The petition says residents will be forced to walk to bus stops
on Wellsway or Bath Road which for some isn't practical or
possible.

X18 service cancellation
'poorly advertised'
This week a reader got in touch to tell us that last Monday his
daughter went to catch her usual X18 (Kingswood-Southmead
Hospital) bus to work but it didn't turn up so he took her to work
assuming there had been a breakdown or accident.
“When I contacted them to question why the bus hadn't turned
up I received a reply apologising for it not arriving, but no
mention of the service being cancelled. I also checked the
website to see if the timetable had been changed, but no, all
seemed fine. It wasn't until the return journey that she found out
that the service had been cancelled. There was no obvious
notification to customers of the change i.e. signs on affected
buses/bus stops.”

Bus petitions
https://www.change.org/p/first-west-of-england-first-busneed-to-keep-the-17a-service
https://www.change.org/p/first-bus-stop-cuts-to-38-busservice-in-keynsham-0d0e798e-d8b4-4f94-9d1dcbc93c436ee2
https://www.change.org/p/first-west-of-england-keep-the178-bus-serving-the-chandag-estate-inkeynsham?recruiter=581130266
The Week in • Thursday 4th August 2016

7

8

The Week in • Thursday 4th August 2016

appears to be accumulating. Our attention
was also drawn to problems along
connecting public footpaths and walkways
to garages.
I recall during my time as town councillor
asking for replacement public bins
following removals due to deterioration. At
three sites in question, only one was
renewed despite evidence from many
residents of the need for all to be
replaced.
Accompanying the concerns about litter
are street sweeping queries. Again, these
complaints seem more pronounced on the
estates mentioned. Some residents have
now taken matters into their own hands
and we applaud the work of Keynsham
Wombles.
Keynsham & Saltford Liberal Democrats
have, as part of our mission statement,
the engagement of the community and the
protection of our environment. I would like
to gauge more fully how much litter and
street litter cleaning have become issues
of concern across Keynsham.
I would welcome constructive comments
by email at andyh28350@gmail.com or by
phone on 0117 9865735. I promise to
acknowledge all messages and we can
build up a fuller picture to lobby for
appropriate action from the Conservativeled B&NES Council.
Andy Halliday
Keynsham & Saltford Liberal
Democrats

Lunch club needs new
members

Letters

Dear Sir,
I am a member of a lunch club based at
Warmley Community Centre. It's run by
the RVS and provides a delicious, hot,
home-cooked two-course meal plus tea
and coffee, followed by an hour's
entertainment. We meet every Monday
from 10.30am to 2.30pm.
Sadly we have had deaths and illnesses
among our members recently and
numbers
have
decreased.
We
desperately need more people if we are to
keep running and would urge anyone who
would like some company in a sociable
atmosphere to come along.
We are a friendly crowd and also have a
raffle and auction plus a couple of meals
out during the year. Kingswood
Community Transport runs buses around
the area to and from the club.
If you would like any more information
then call me on 07903 046256 or contact
Warmley Community Centre on 0117 967
4282.
Kay Goodsell

Tories' U-turn on Keynsham
High Street
Dear Stephen,
The Week In is to be applauded for
allowing political comment. In September
2013, it gave prominence to a press
release by the local Conservatives about
their proposals while in opposition
concerning traffic in Keynsham High
Street. It included this declaration:
“B&NES Council ought to consider trialling
both a one-way system and full
pedestrianisation for a limited period to
see if either would work. The idea of
making
the
High
Street
more
pedestrianised is clearly popular among
many residents so it would be wrong for
the Council to ignore this.”
However, now in control of B&NES
Council, that is exactly what the
Conservatives are about to do - ignore
this! B&NES Cabinet member for
Transport has agreed a £200,000
provision in the 2016/17 budget for a
temporary one-way trial for Keynsham
High Street. A decision to make the trial
permanent is projected by B&NES to cost
a staggering £2m. Why have the
Conservatives given up on trialling
pedestrianisation? Three-quarters of
respondents in a survey carried out by
The Week In said they would like to see
pedestrianisation in the High Street.
Duncan Hounsell, Keynsham &
Saltford Liberal Democrats

Litter and street cleaning
concerns
Dear Stephen,
During recent doorstep conversations our
attention has been drawn to a number of
concerns of Keynsham residents. These
include the vexed issues of litter and
street cleaning. This was particularly
highlighted on the Federated and Park
Estate shared parking areas where litter
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
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Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
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Sunday 7th August

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
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(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
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Letters
Loss of lifeline service
Dear Sir,
I feel compelled to write to your magazine
to express my outrage at the news of the
17a bus service being axed. This service
offers a lifeline to many people living in
Courtney Road and the surrounding area
of Kingswood as we have no other bus
service.
We used to have the Wessex service 533
which also only ran hourly. The area is very
hilly and many bus users are elderly and
unable to walk the distance to Kingswood
and back to do their shopping, attend
doctors' appointments and dentists etc.
We have also lost a valuable link to
Southmead Hospital which is essential. As
a result most people feel they will become
confined to their homes and their quality of
life will diminish.
One voice for many

We're being cut off
Dear Editor,
Unbelievable! So, First Bus had a
consultation with East Bristol residents,
then ignored many of the requests, which
resulted in buses from Oldland into the
Centre being reduced from previously
having the 43 (sort of) and a 42 every 20
minutes to now only having the 42 every
half hour.
Now it seems that even this isn't a bad
enough service to provide and, without
consultation, it cuts the 17a altogether so
now Oldland residents cannot get a direct
bus to Southmead Hospital or to
Keynsham.
And to top it all, the 37 has also been rerouted so now, if I can't get a seat on a
packed 42 home from work in Broadmead
(packed because they run single-deckers
at peak times and only half hourly now), I
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cannot even get the 37 as far as Cherry
Gardens and then switch to a 19 or 42
home.
I thought they wanted people to use public
transport and to be able to get to work? I
worked in Keynsham for five years - I
couldn't now.
Oldland residents who, like me, do not
have their own transport are being
increasingly cut off. It's just a shame that
there is nothing we can do about it.
Mrs L Vocking

Let down by First
Dear Sir,
Keynsham is reeling at the cuts to our bus
services.
Last week we were appalled at the cuts to
the 38 service and also the 17A. Now we
are told in a sentence in your magazine
that the 178 bus on which I and many
elderly people like me have relied for
years, will now not serve the Chandag
estate at all.
How do the bus company make these
decisions? They say a small number of
people responded to a survey. How was
this publicised? Not very widely it seems. It
did not reach the bus users who matter.
I challenge James Freeman of First to
come and tell those of us on the outskirts of
Keynsham us how to do our shopping or
get home from work. Can somebody tell
me how to start a petition?
Pam Moore, 178 bus user
See also page 7

Bus cuts are 'appalling'
Dear Editor,
Both myself and Cllr Lisa O'Brien are well
aware of the concerns being felt by local
residents, particularly our constituents who
live on South Ward regarding the
draconian cuts proposed by First Bus, to
the service 38 in reducing the frequency as
well as no evening service or weekend
service. Lisa has written re those concerns
and I too have written to our head of public

transport matters as well as the Executive
Member for Highways & Transport.
I felt I should also give my personal
response following the concerns of a
constituent who contacted me. This lady
works in a local general store on the
Federated Estate and has had concerns
expressed to her by residents regarding
the ridiculous proposal to decimate the
service 38.
The new estates of The Meadows and
Bilbie Green and the soon-to-be-started
Persimmon and Bloor Homes will be a
significant distance from the High Street
assuming of course that you are physically
able to walk such a ridiculous distance. In
fact when Bloor build their estate it will be
nearer to walk to Queen Charlton village
than it will be to walk to High Street - how
stupid is that. Young people will have their
social life adversely affected at the
weekend when there are no buses into the
cities. Social isolation for many will be
started once this appalling rescheduling
begins. For the elderly and those with
limited mobility life will change significantly.
This is unfair and not inclusive.
On one hand we push a green agenda and
encourage people to leave the car at home
and then this nonsense arrives.
Whilst appreciating our finances are
limited, we must surely take some form of
action to make these changes go away. I
certainly hope so otherwise we are
drastically reducing our community's ability
to travel around.
People moving into all of the new
developments will be disadvantaged
because
they
will
have
bought
understanding that there is a bus a short
walk from their new home, rather than at
the end of more than a mile walk, nearer
two miles for the proposed developments.
I trust that we will do everything we can to
resolve this. I trust that First Bus will revisit
their proposals and realise the pain that
this proposal will give.
Cllr Alan Hale, Keynsham South
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Letters
Park volunteers needed
Dear Stephen,
Springfield Park is a play area in
Mangotsfield with play equipment for
younger children. It was started as a result
of a result of a grant from South
Gloucestershire Council about 10 years
ago. At that time a committee was formed
from local parents and residents to liaise
with the council on the management of the
park. However, in recent years the number
of committee members has dwindled away
and seldom meets anymore.
Therefore as a local ward councillor I would
like to encourage new volunteers to join the
committee, and contribute to the local
community. For further details please
contact me on 0787 563 1817 or email
michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Michael Bell
Rodway ward

Investigate politicians'
perks
Dear Stephen,
In the aftermath of the MPs' expense
scandal of 2009, politicians promised
complete reform. Yet in 2016, expenses
are up 43% since the scandal.
The cost of food and drink for MPs and
staff in the House of Commons has gone
up by more than £1m in the year since the
General election, figures have shown. The
taxpayer paid £5.3m for the bars and
restaurants in the House last year,
compared with £4.2m in the last year of the
Conservative administration.
They should have the same standard of
food and drink that is given at schools - I
must say it didn't do me any harm.
The pensions of MPs are very generous
indeed compared with the private sector,
they are certainly looked after very well. A
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case of them and us.
So much for the statement of our ex-PM
that we are all in it together. They seem to
think they are a cut above the working
class where in reality they are just public
servants nothing more.
This is all totally unacceptable. They
should be made to repay the unreasonable
perks at the market rate, plus interest, and
legality of these perks looked into as a
matter of urgency.
Terry Hayward, Oldland Common

If you recycle properly why
do you need a black bin?
Dear Stephen,
May I reply to both Nick and Jayne on the
matter of waste bins (21st July issue).
Nick “does not know anyone who wants a
small bin” - well, WE do. And we just
cannot fathom what there is left to put in
the black bin once all recycling is done. We
have had a small bin for years, and it is
only put out once a month - and even then
it is seldom full.
True, there are only two of us, but even a
larger family should have very little to
dispose of if they are recycling glass, cans,
cardboard, plastic, paper, TetraPaks, food
waste and clothing. I cannot understand
how their bin is “full to overflowing”. And if,
like us, you do not have a green bin, then like us - there is always composting. So
just what else IS there to go in the black
bin? I fear we have become a throwaway
society, forgetting that there is no such
place as 'away' and that our council tax has
to meet the increasing costs of landfill leaving a shortage of cash for other
important services.
Mrs V Soar

Well done Keynsham
Leisure Centre
Dear Sir,
I would just like to show my enormous
support for all the fabulous staff at

Keynsham Leisure Centre for their prompt
and professional response to a recent
emergency (Friday 22nd July) in the
swimming pool.
Special praise goes to Christian Whittaker,
Becky Dando, Steve Williams and Paul
Denner. Well done everyone. The local
community are very proud of you all.
Thanks also to the emergency services
including local paramedics, Keynsham
police, the Air Ambulance and Bristol Royal
Infirmary. Great teamwork.
A local swimmer

Time to tackle illegal
parking
Dear Sir,
In response to 'Yellow lines are needed' in
Issue 433, it's about time the councils and
police in this area got off their backsides
and dealt with inconsiderate and illegal
parking in the Oldland Common area.
Pavements being blocked, parking within
15 feet of a junction and the practice of
parking directly on the kerbstones (never
understood that one, giving an extra two
inches to the width of an already wide road)
is an acute problem in Westcourt Drive,
North Street, Fairway Close, Court Road
and Glenwood Drive. No wonder the
pavements and kerbs are in an appalling
condition. NOT SAFE.
High Street is beyond help. Oh and let's not
forget the IGNORED double yellow lines
on Tower Road South near Tower Lane
with cars very often parked illegally. Police
ignoring this as well? Do people know they
can be ticketed or fined for causing an
obstruction?
Why not start with a police leaflet drop
before the council deal with it using the
powers they already have but do not use?
Pavement parking is not allowed in some
areas of the country and should be dealt
with in this area as a matter of urgency.
Concerned resident
Oldland Common
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MP mucks in on visit
to specialist company
North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg found himself
at the wheel of a tractor when he visited Burnett-based firm
Tanlake Flowmetering recently.
Fortunately for him (and probably the neighbouring farmers)
someone else was at the controls and the vehicle was guided
by self-steer satellite navigation. The test drive came at the end
of a tour of the company's premises on the Burnett Business
Park from where its specialist agricultural products and
expertise are distributed throughout the UK and exported
worldwide.
The company specialises in the vital area of slurry management
and in addition to the field mapping technology which the MP
tested, the company also supplies metering for the burgeoning
industry of anaerobic digestion.
John Burnham, from Tanlake Flowmetering, said: “Jacob ReesMogg became aware of us through our expertise in flow control
for anaerobic digester plants around the UK. He also showed
an interest in our core business of supplying flowmeters and
computer systems to farmers and farm contractors within the
UK and in several countries around the world.”

Mr Rees-Mogg said: “It was my good fortune to visit Tanlake
Flowmetering. It is a wonderful local success story providing
state-of-the-art metering equipment for the measurement of
slurry and trading with 22 countries worldwide.
“It was particularly exciting to have the opportunity to drive a
tractor and observe its inbuilt cutting-edge driverless
technology in action.”
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24

7 Edible plant of the parsley family (6)
8 Picks up litter in Keynsham (and Wimbledon) (6)
9 Indicates source or origin (4)
10 Provided in advance (3,5)
11 Arrogant, boastful use of words (7)
13 Belonging to them (5)
15 Brilliance or ostentation (5)
17 Beer mat or a small ship (7)
20 Interacting with other people (8)
21 Loose flowing garment (4)
23 Protection from persecution (6)
24 Operational (6)

22

1 12 months (4)
2 An intense dislike, emnity (6)
3 Item of household footwear (7)
4 To be overwhelmed with joy (5)
5 A surface without roughness or projections (6)
6 Low calorie tonic (8)
12 Ten-a-side team game (8)
14 Type of container (4,3)
16 Bitterly (6)
18 A smear (6)
19 A fastening tool (5)
22 Lacking hair on the head (4)
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Bitton

Demolition work heralds
start of new development
Contractor Hydrock this week took over the old factory site
in Bitton to begin demolishing many of the buildings in
preparation for a major house building scheme.
Linden Homes have finally completed on the purchase of the
site off Mill Lane where they will be building 113 homes but
before building work can begin, preparation works need to be
done and are expected to take 18 months.
Engineering works are needed to raise the land by up to four
metres to address flood risk issues.

The mill was initially developed in the 18th century as a
brassworks but for most of its history it was used as a paper
mill. In more recent times components for the auto industry
were made there, with the firm Intier leaving in 2006.
Part of the site is heavily wooded and contains the remnants of
the former mill ponds and drainage infrastructure. This will be
left largely as a nature reserve.
The new development will have a big impact on the village
which currently has around 250 homes.

Fun weekend
There will be a fun weekend at Doynton Village Hall on
Saturday and Sunday August 6 and 7.
On the Saturday evening from 7.30pm there will be a
barbecue with a licensed bar and music. Tickets, which are
available from the Cross House Inn, are £5 which includes
a burger and a drink.
On Sunday from 2pm to 5pm there will be a free event for
children from 2pm to 5pm with a bouncy castle, soft play,
games, ride-on toys and party food.
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Kingswood

Judges to take
New parking charges
at Cossham Hospital flower powered
tour of St George
from this week
The long-awaited parking charges at Cossham Hospital were
finally being introduced this week.
The pay and display signs had been in place but covered up for
more than four months.
North Bristol NHS Trust, which
runs the hospital, has said the
charges will protect spaces for
patients. The new parking
machines accept cards as well
as coins.
There are 54 car parking
spaces in two car parks at
Cossham plus 11 disabled and
11 renal disabled spaces.
Parking in the road to Lodgeside Surgery that runs alongside
the hospital is now reserved for staff parking.

Britain in Bloom judges will be taken on a tour of St George
tomorrow (Friday) as they assess the area's efforts for the
Royal Horticultural Society competition.
St George is a national finalist in the Urban category. During the
visit the judges, accompanied by the chair of St George in
Bloom Grenville Johnson, will meet people involved in the team
effort as they see the work of the Kensington Road Residents'
Association, the community garden site at Air Balloon Primary
School, Furber Road wildflower meadow, the Kingsway
Shopping Precinct planting project, Troopers Hill and the
Victorian fountain monument and planting scheme.
They will also visit Church Road to see the Grey to Green Health
and Happiness project at the billboards site and the Sikh Temple
frontage planting scheme before moving on to St George Park,
the Church Road shopping area, Redfield Lodge in Avondale
Road, St Aidan's Brownies' group garden at St Aidan's Church
and finally the Bristol East Allotments' Association.
And tonight (Thursday) a special flag-raising ceremony to
celebrate St George's selection as an RHS national finalist in
the competition is taking place at 7pm.
This will be held just inside the main entrance of St George Park
where the new flag pole has recently been erected. The guest
of honour is the Lord Mayor of Bristol Jeff Lovell.

Grenville Johnson
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Situations Vacant

Open day as Work Club relaunches
WECIL - the West of England Centre for Inclusive Living - is relaunching its Work Club and holding
an open day on Monday 8th August.
The drop-in Work Club is open to disabled people and those with long-term health conditions, as
well as to anyone aged over 55. The open day will run from 10am to 3pm at the Vassall Centre in
Fishponds.
Work Club opening hours are also being extended. From 8th August it will be open Monday to
Thursday from 10am to 3pm. Between 10am and noon the session will be for people looking for
support to get online and learn more about computers. Then from 12.30pm to 3pm there will be a
session for jobseekers looking for support and advice about looking for work, filling in online
application forms, writing CVs and much more.
Find out more at www.wecil.co.uk or contact Geoff Gorton on 0117 9479932.

£ EXTRA
INCOME
Do you have
10-25 hours spare
each week?
Visit live-your-dreams.co.uk

and then call Phil
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Work Club coordinator Geoff Gorton
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Activity information day
Staple Hill Regeneration Partnership is holding a free activity
information day at Kingswood Leisure Centre on Tuesday 9th
August from 2pm to 4pm.
People are invited to come along if they need help with
employment, education or training and support with health or
finance.
There to help will be Our Place Job Club, Bristol Credit Union,
Talking Money and South Gloucestershire Council's public
health department. SportsPound, which enables people to try a
variety of sport for no cost, will also be there.
There will be free activities for children including face painting, a
bouncy castle and the Play Rangers.
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PETS’ CORNER

A fairy tail from
Barking Mad
Once upon a time, there was a lonely boy called Thomas who
longed to have a dog. “I'm sorry,” said his mum. “We can't afford
to have a dog, although I would love to have one. They cost so
much to buy and to keep for years and years.”
Suddenly, she saw an advert in the paper. Her Fairy Dogmother
must have put it there.
“Become a host with Barking Mad,” it said. “Look after friendly
family dogs whose owners are on holiday. If you are a dog lover,
have a secure garden, time on your hands, and any children you
have are over five years old and sensible, call John. On 0117
325 8222 or email john.johnson@barkingmad.uk.com.”
So Mum called John and ever since Thomas has played with all
kinds of friendly dogs. His granny and her friends who have
retired, became hosts too. Now Thomas, his mummy, granny,
granny's friends and the dogs and their owners are living happily
ever after.
If you would like to host a dog and live happily ever after, give
John a call.

Caring for your
Going Walkies is a local firm, run by Cameron and Sara
Cumming, who have been looking after dogs for over seven
years.
Cameron started dog walking in 2009 but now mainly
concentrates on dog training and runs puppy training,
intermediate classes, and one-to-one sessions.
He is fully ADTB (Academy of Dog Training & Behaviour)
qualified and also has qualifications in canine behaviour and
dog psychology.
Sara runs the Doggie Day Care side of the business from their
home, specialising in smaller dogs and giving them a real
second home environment while their owners are at work or just
out for the day.

Chance for your dog to shine
There will be a dog show in Bitton on Saturday 3rd September
as part of the annual St Mary's Church fete.
Run by Highcroft Vets, there will be classes for prettiest bitch,
most handsome dog, best veteran, waggiest tail, best rescue
dog/bitch and musical mats.
The show starts at 2.30pm and registration is at 2pm.
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pooch

The couple have lots of experience of all breeds and needs and
have a strong client base in the East Bristol area, walking in
Keynsham, Saltford, Stockwood, Longwell Green, Willsbridge,
Bitton, Oldland and North Common.
See their advert and find Going Walkies on Facebook.

Do you truly understand
your dog?
Did you know that when your dog is being naughty, disobedient
or hyperactive, he could simply be bored? Questions about dog
behaviour are right at the top of the most popular Google
searches.
Keynsham Veterinary Centre is offering dog owners a rare
opportunity to spend an evening 'All About Dogs' with clinical
animal behaviourist Dr Michelle Lord. The event will be held at
the new Somerdale Pavilion in Keynsham on Wednesday 24th
August from 7pm to 9pm. Dr Michelle will be helping you to
understand your dog's behaviour and resolve behavioural
issues. To book your place call Keynsham Veterinary Centre on
0117 986 7700. Places are limited.
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Saltford

Tories accused of trying to
Last week's letter in The Week In from Saltford's B&NES ward
councillors Francine Haeberling and Emma Dixon has provoked
an impassioned reaction from the Saltford Station Campaign
group.

campaign has dutifully attended of the Joint Transport Executive
Committee, where MetroWest is discussed by all four local
authorities, I have never seen any representation from Saltford's
ward councillors.

Its leader, Chris Warren, who is also chair of the parish council, has
accused the Conservative councillors of never openly supporting the
station campaign and dismissed their talk of a bypass as “pie in the
sky”.

“I was absolutely staggered to read last year's election literature from
Cllr Haeberling where she stated she supports the station as I have
not witnessed any tangible evidence of this. When it emerged that
Saltford's Conservatives had insisted on an amendment which asked
for “alternative sites” in the Green Belt to be included in Saltford
Station studies, the campaign was not even afforded the dignity of
being asked its views. All this single contribution achieved was to
muddy the waters and put doubt on the existing site.

He told The Week In: “In my role as leader of the Saltford Station
Campaign, I have been overwhelmed at the response of the majority
of the community who realise that a station at Saltford as part of the
MetroWest proposals makes absolute sense. If you are one of those
people who have to battle daily with the ordeal of getting into Bristol
or Bath to get to your place of work, or a parent who has to ferry their
teenage kids around, a station at the current site, how Brunel
designed it, is the natural and logical place for it to be.
“The station campaign, which is purely voluntary, has been going for
over five years and in that time we have managed to get the station
included in the MetroWest scheme, picked up national awards
recognising our efforts, and won over many people who initially were
not convinced. As time has passed and pressures increased on our
creaking transport system, the station's time has come.
“Cllr Haeberling has not once contacted me to ask how she could
assist the campaign in making the station a reality. The campaign
has never been invited to any meetings by Saltford Conservatives in
order to progress the project. In the numerous meetings which the
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“In my role now as chairman of the parish council, I was dismayed to
read the recent letter to The Week In where Cllr Haeberling restated
her support for a bypass. A Saltford bypass does not appear
anywhere on any official plans or transport strategies for the region,
either as part of a grander road scheme or a stand-alone project. It
might just scrape in somewhere as an aspiration. This pie in the sky,
dinosaur of a project has been spoken about since the1930s. Here
we are, over 80 years later, and it is being dragged up again.”
Cllr Warren said the parish council had been given a clear mandate
to protect the Green Belt and pursue a railway station for the village.
He said the station campaign and parish council were politically
neutral and had been working with all sides of the political spectrum
to try to secure the station. He added: “MP Jacob Rees-Mogg and
the previous Lib Dem administration at B&NES have been 100%
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derail station reopening
supportive and delivered real progress with the project. The most
recent crucial stage of the campaign was to get Saltford included in
the MetroWest timetable studies. The campaign pushed really
hard for this to happen, but at its first test of commitment to the
project, the new Conservative administration at B&NES let us down
badly, when we discovered, not informed, that Saltford had been
quietly left out.

able to qualify for free bus travel are not the demographic who will
use the station regularly. It is primarily for those who have to get to
work and for future generations. Saltford Station is an easy fix and
achievable within a short timeframe, all this talk of alternative sites
and bypasses is nonsense and only succeeds in delay and bluster,
which is the only conclusion I can come to with regards to Saltford's
Conservatives' track record on the station.

“We are not trying to build a nuclear power station alongside the A4
in Saltford, just a couple of platforms, a car park, a road junction,
some lighting and some parking restrictions. We are not debating
if Saltford needs a station or not, the decision was made in our
favour a couple of years ago. Mrs Haeberling and those who are

“I can assure you, if we miss this opportunity, within a few years, the
place will grind to a halt. Is that any sort of transport policy?

Keynsham Food
Festival postponed
For the last three years Keynsham Food Festival has been
hosted at the Keynsham Scout HQ on the second Saturday in
October, organised by volunteers from the community.

Chris Warren with MP Jacob Rees-Mogg
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Despite appeals, nobody has come forward to manage the
organisation of this year's event so the decision has been
taken to postpone for 2016 but to return even bigger and
better in 2017. If you would like to help organise and shape
the event, which is a great opportunity for food businesses to
promote themselves, while at the same time raising funds for
the Scouts, email scouts@1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk
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Saltford

McColl's to take
over Co-op
The Co-op in the parade of shops on Bath Road is one of 298
smaller food stores across the country that is being sold off to
the McColl's Retail Group.
The Co-op Group has agreed the sale of the stores for £117m
and says it is part of its strategy of refocusing its store estate
on a convenience, own-brand led shopping experience. The
sale is subject to approval from the Competitions & Markets
Authority and McColl's shareholders. All stores will continue
to trade immediately after the handover, which is expected
from November 2016, and staff will transfer to McColl's.
In the last two years the Co-op has opened close to 200 new
stores and in 2016 is actively pursuing 100 new store
acquisitions.
Steve Murrells, CEO of Co-op Food, said: “The Co-op Food
business continues to move forward with a clear momentum
and purpose to deliver a compelling and convenient shopping
experience for our millions of customers and members.”
He said the stores being sold off “did not allow us to provide
a sufficiently compelling own-brand offer for our members
going forwards”. He added: “The proceeds will be re-invested
to drive sustainable growth for our members and I'm delighted
that all 3,808 colleagues will transfer to McColl's on the same
terms and conditions.”
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Soundwell

Gritty new BBC drama filmed
at college
Filming has been taking place at City of Bristol College's
redundant Soundwell campus for part of a new BBC One
drama called Three Girls, based on the true stories of
victims of grooming and sexual abuse in Rochdale.
The car park was taken over by film crews last week and signs
for 'Stoneway Secondary School' were put up at the college
entrance in St Stephen's Road.
The three-part drama is based on the experiences of the girls
who were groomed in Rochdale in the five years between 2008
and 2012. It looks at how they were ignored by the authorities
directly responsible for protecting them, and how they
eventually made themselves heard. Nine men were
subsequently convicted and sentenced.
Three Girls is being made by the team behind the multi-award
winning BBC drama Five Daughters, which recounted the final
weeks in the lives of the five young women murdered in Ipswich
in 2006.
The cast of Three Girls includes former Emmerdale star Lisa
Riley as the mother of one of the girls, and Ace Bhatti (from
EastEnders) as Nazir Afzal, former Chief Crown Prosecutor for
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the North West. Maxine Peake (Silk and A Midsummer Night's
Dream) and Lesley Sharp (Scott & Bailey) play the two women
who helped get the girls' voices heard.
Charlotte Moore, controller of BBC TV Channels and iPlayer,
said: “The team behind the award-winning Five Daughters have
spent three years talking to the girls, unravelling the shocking
scale of abuse, the horror of what they've been through and the
enormous courage it's taken for them to speak out.”
Three Girls is due to be screened in the late autumn.
The Soundwell campus has been closed since July 2015 and is
under offer but it could be 2017 before a sale is reached. The
prospective buyer has yet to be revealed.
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Jamie's life-changing traineeship with
Somer Valley FM
A six-month traineeship with Somer Valley FM has made a
big difference to the life of a young man with Asperger's
Syndrome.
Jamie Marsden, 22, from Keynsham, found a traineeship at the
radio station through Bath College's pre-apprenticeship
programme.
During his traineeship, he learnt how to script a local news
bulletin and read the lunchtime and afternoon news.
He has grown in confidence thanks to the support of radio
station manager Dom Chambers and a job coach from Bath
College. As a result, Jamie has a new job as a data controller,
is re-taking his A-levels to go to university, and plans to move
into supported living.

Jamie being interviewed

Jamie said: “My traineeship started with an interview with Dom.
Despite my difficulties, he engaged with me really well.

great way for employers and colleges to work with people to
build confidence and give them the essential skills required to
get on the first rung of the career ladder.

“I felt welcome and able to make a meaningful contribution. For
the first time, I was actually excited to work.

“We are very pleased that we are able to work with Somer
Valley FM on this joint programme and wish Jamie well.”

“Asperger's Syndrome is a disability which makes things like
talking to other people and basic tasks really hard.
“This was especially true when it came to answering the phone
or the door. I'd go into work every day hoping that I wouldn't
have to answer them.
“I did, and I improved. Thanks to my experiences at Somer
Valley FM I got interviews for the first time in years. I also began
to take charge of my life.”

Downend

Pre-school praised
in Ofsted report
Bright Sparks Pre-School, based at Stanbridge Primary
School, has been officially rated as Good by Ofsted.

Bath College's pre-apprenticeship programme is aimed at
young autistic people, aged 16 to 24, who want to be able to
work independently.

There are 52 children on the roll at the pre-school which
was visited by inspector Elaine Douglas from the education
watchdog last month.

Following Jamie's success, Somer Valley FM has taken on
three new trainees, with two trainees starting in May and
another starting this month.

She said the effectiveness of leadership and management,
quality of teaching, learning and assessment, personal
development, behaviour and welfare and outcomes for
children were all good.

Radio station manager Dom Chambers said: “Jamie made the
most of his traineeship and leaves us with a set of skills and
expectations that would have surprised him six months ago.
“A lot of this was down to his drive and determination. I could
not be more pleased that he leaves us going into a job he wants
to do and wish him ongoing good fortune as he develops his
career.”

Staff are said to provide positive role models for the children
who understand the high expectations and behave well.
The inspector also praised the stimulating environment and
interesting activities and said staff enable children to learn
through trial and error, think of solutions to problems, and
persevere when learning new skills.

Bath College principal Matt Atkinson said: “Traineeships are a
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St George

Information
meeting for
local residents
There will be a Neighbourhood Forum covering the St
George Neighbourhood Partnership area next Tuesday (9th
August) at Summerhill Methodist Church from 7pm to 9pm.
There will be a chance to talk to Sue Mountstevens, Police
& Crime Commissioner for Avon & Somerset, and local
police officers and PCSOs will also be at the meeting to
report back on priorities set at the meeting in May. The
meeting will also agree new local policing priorities.

Summer of adventure
40 Scouts and leaders from Keynsham have spent a week in
South Wales exploring rivers, taking part in shooting and
archery, learning survival skills, cooking on wood fires, pottery
making, navigating hikes through the hills and going white water
rafting.
The 1st Keynsham Scout Group continues to offer fun and
adventure to over 300 young people every week and is
constantly seeking adults who would love to join in the fun. The
group now has the largest number of adults in its history and
there is still room for more, from regular leaders and flexible
skills instructors to retired maintenance team and non-uniform
management roles.
Find out more at scouts@1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk or ring
01179 869455.

There will be an opportunity to hear about some of the
projects and organisations that have received funding from
the St George Neighbourhood Partnership and other
success stories from across the St George area.
Representatives of Bristol Energy, a new company for
electricity and gas formed by Bristol City Council, will
explain their tariffs and how you can switch supplier.
And representatives from the council will also explain the
implications of a new licensing regime recently introduced
to part of the St George Neighbourhood Partnership area
for homes let by private landlords.
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Directory & What’s On
Accountancy
Services

Appliances

Building Services

Blinds

Caravans

Car Repairs

Carpet Fitters
Advertising

Carpet Cleaning

Aerials

Building Services

Car Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Computers / IT

Driveways

Electrical

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert
like this costs
REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Electrical

£19.50 + VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Compost

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00
12 weeks - £12.00

Dance Classes

26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00
UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Fencing

All prices per week exc VAT
You don't need to book
successive weeks as long
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
The Week in • Thursday 4th August 2016

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

Home Maintenance

Home Help

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Garden Services

Guttering Services

Holidays
Insurance

Hair & Beauty
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Home Maintenance

Locksmiths
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Directory & What’s On
LPs & Vinyl

Physiotherapy

Plumbers

Plumbers

Plastering
Painting
& Decorating
D.JAMES DECORATING
35 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Roofing

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Scrap Metal

Plumbers

DEADLINE FOR
PLACINg DIRECTORY
ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Thursday 4th August 2016

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Skip Hire

TVs

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert
like this costs

Venue Hire

£19.50 + VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

To Let

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00
12 weeks - £12.00

TVs

26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00
UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

Window Cleaners

You don't need to book
successive weeks as long
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Medal hopes at Rio
With the Rio Olympics getting under way tomorrow
(Friday) swimmer Siobhan-Marie O'Connor from Bitton and
Longwell green gymnast Claudia Fragapane are being
tipped for medals.
Siobhan-Marie, 20, who trains at the University of Bath, is one
of the most successful women on the British Swimming Team
and just last month broke the 100m Breaststroke British
Record.
Siobhan-Marie O-Connor
from Bitton

Claudia Fragapane from
Longwell Green

This will be her second Olympic Games. She began her
swimming career with Keynsham Swimming Club, where she is
still a member, and has won gold, silver and bronze medals in
European, Commonwealth and World championships.
Rebecca Adlington OBE, who during her swimming career won
four Olympic medals - two of them gold - has tipped SiobhanMarie as one to watch at Rio, saying she can definitely
challenge for a medal.
Claudia Fragapane, 18, is one of Team GB's brightest talents.
She is a member of the Bristol Hawks Gymnastics Club and a
European, Commonwealth and world medalist.
Nicknamed the Pocket Rocket as she is just 4ft 6in, she is a
strong all-around gymnast who excels on floor and vault. She
became a household name after winning four golds at the 2014
Commonwealth Games for Team England - the first
Englishwoman in 84 years to do so.
At the British Championships this year she won all-around gold
as well as vault, beam and floor silver.
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