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Keynsham

Charlton
Road
housing
plans go
on show

Proposals for 100 new homes on Charlton
Road go on show to the public later this
month.
A public exhibition is taking place at the
Space on Market Walk on behalf of Bloor
Homes on Thursday 28th January
(2.30pm-7.30pm) who will be developing
the land between the current development
at Bilbie Green and Parkhouse Lane.
Known as K3, the four-acre site was
removed from the Green Belt and allocated
for housing in the B&NES Core Strategy.
As part of the pre-planning process,
members of the public will be able to see
and comment on the proposed layout of
the site and design of the houses.
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Kingswood

Strike action suspended
after breakthrough in talks
A breakthrough in the dispute between teaching unions
and the John Cabot Academy on Monday brought a halt to
six days of threatened strike action.
In a statement the school, which is run by the Cabot Learning
Federation, said it was “extremely pleased” that strike action
originally planned to begin the following day had been
suspended by the NUT and NASUWT unions.
The CLF said: “The Academy has agreed to continue to work to
address the issues raised by staff via their unions and we are
confident that these will be resolved to the satisfaction of all
parties over the coming weeks.
“The Academy would like to take this opportunity to thank
parents and students for their patience and support. We would
also like to thank the staff for this positive outcome.”
It is understood that more than 70 teachers had been on the
verge of taking industrial action. Tuesday's walkout would have
been followed by five days of more industrial action during
January.
Industrial action had looked likely up until Monday's talks. At the
end of last week, Steve Taylor, chief executive officer of the
Cabot Learning Federation, accused the NUT and NASUWT of
being “determined to strike at all costs” even though 80% of
concerns had been resolved by then, and accused the union of
introducing new demands.
But last Friday the union reps dismissed that claim as a
“complete misrepresentation of the situation”, saying the
remaining issues were the “core” ones - workload, performance
management objectives, drop-ins and safety in science labs.
They were demanding a directed time budget for teachers from
September, including all that they do during the school day, by
reducing teaching hours in line with other schools. In terms of
performance management objectives, they wanted them
reduced to three, which they said was the norm.

lessons: “We agree to a review of them being conducted by the
whole staff provided that the unions can monitor how this is
done and the outcome to protect our members' interest.”
And they admitted that safety in science labs had “moved up
the agenda in terms a settlement” at the insistence of members,
saying: “Science classes are too large at JCA for the science
labs. Teachers are obliged to use practicals to teach science
but cannot do so safely. We have put forward a sensible
solution with a reasonable timescale. It has become one of the
terms for settlement because we cannot accept any more
vague promises. It is a question of children's safety.”
On Monday night Wendy Exton, National Executive Member of
the NASUWT, and Nigel Varley, secretary of the South Glos
branch of the NUT, said in a joint statement: “After lengthy
negotiations, we have reached sufficient agreement with the
management of John Cabot Academy to suspend strike action.
“We have accepted assurances that they have given on
reducing workload and the pressures of performance
management which we accept in good faith in the hope that
positive working relationships can be restored at the John
Cabot Academy.”

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

They said they have moved a long way on the matter of
managers dropping in unannounced to observe teachers'
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Willsbridge

Round-the-clock opening at filling station
The filling station on Bath Road at Willsbridge has won
permission to open round-the-clock.
The site has been trading 6am to midnight since an application to
extend the hours was approved in November 2013.
And last week the owner's latest application to open 24 hours a
day to boost the viability of the site and cater for motorists and
local residents was given the go-ahead by South Gloucestershire
Council.
While the forecourt and shop will be able to open all the time, the
conditions in place to control deliveries, the car wash, jet wash,
vacuum, tyre inflation and car sales remain unchanged.
Round-the-clock opening has divided opinion locally. One
resident who lives a few doors down said the increase in hours
would bring unwanted disruption to her family.
Another was concerned about the glare of the site's illuminated
lighting when they were trying to sleep, and a third wrote to say

The Week in

that noise from the site had increased dramatically in recent years
and she couldn't bear the thought of 24-hour trading.
But another local resident welcomed the garage staying open
longer. She said that when it currently closes at midnight, young
people race up and down on mopeds between the roundabouts
on the main road and people try to blow up the cashpoint at the
filling station: “These things wouldn't happen if it's open more.”
Council officers said a noise assessment had demonstrated that
the extra opening hours could be introduced without causing any
significant impact on nearby residents.
To minimise disturbance to local residents, a condition of the
planning approval is that the business gets written approval from
the council for the operating times of the lighting.
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Kingswood

New heritage board highlights town's
rich history
A new heritage board featuring highlights of Kingswood's
history was officially unveiled in the park on Saturday.
The Friends of Kingswood Park installed the board with the help
of Kingswood History Society. The artwork was done by the
Bristol illustrator Sam Church.
The board, pictured, says: “Welcome to one of the finest parks in
the Bristol area. Kingswood has a fascinating history,
characterised by independence, innovation, industry and
sometimes lawlessness! We hope you enjoy this wonderful park
and find out about some of the industries and characters that
have made Kingswood great.”
Featured on the board are mining in Kingswood Chase, the
infamous Cock Road Gang, the Whitfield Tabernacle, the town's
shoe trade, Douglas Motorcycles and the planetary scientist
Professor Colin Pillinger, who was born and educated in
Kingswood.
Prof Pillinger is credited with inspiring many people to take an
interest in space science and his widow Judith and sister Doreen
Lindegaard were at the unveiling on Saturday.
Others at the ceremony, pictured, included Bill Douglas, whose
great-grandfather founded the legendary motorcycle firm, local
councillors and Mike Bendrey, from Kingswood Heritage
Museum.
Find the board near the signpost in the middle of the park.
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St George

Star billing for Troopers Hill
Troopers Hill Local Nature Reserve has become the
third location in Bristol to be designated as a Dark Sky
Discovery Site.
Despite its location in the middle of brightly lit east Bristol, it
is a good place to visit for star and planet watching, relatively
protected from light pollution and with a good horizon.
Volunteer conservation group the Friends of Troopers Hill
applied for the designation after hosting two years of very
successful stargazing events run by the Bristol Astronomical
Society.

Soundwell

Plans for 6 houses on
brownfield site
Plans to build six two-storey houses with parking on the Stevens
Coaches site at the junction of Soundwell Road and Colston
Street are being considered by South Gloucestershire Council.
The company has reportedly recently closed down and is due to
vacate the site.
The proposed houses would front Colston Street.

Susan Acton-Campbell, the chair of the Friends, said: "We
are so grateful to Bristol Astronomical Society volunteers
who give their time to run stargazing events and supported
our application. One of their volunteers, Rod Davis, now a
member of our committee, co-ordinated our application.
Bristol City Council, which owns the site, also supported the
designation.”

Bus consultation
As part of their latest bus review, First are holding a consultation
session today (Thursday) from 10am to 2pm at Cadbury Heath
Library for people to have their say on services affecting east
Bristol - the 42, 43, 44, 45, 17, 17A, 35, 37, 81 & 319. See also
Letters page 11.

A free stargazing session will be run on Troopers Hill in early
February, subject to weather conditions. Call Susan on 0117
947 5037 or email events2016@troopers-hill.org.uk to
register to be contacted with details.
Guidance for stargazers making independent visits to
Troopers Hill can be found at www.troopershill.org.uk/DarkSky
The
Bristol
Astronomical
Society
website
www.bristolastrosoc.org.uk gives details of other events and
talks, as well as advice.
The other Dark Sky Discovery Sites in Bristol are the Downs
and Victoria Park in Bedminster. For more information visit
www.darkskydiscovery.org.uk
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Advertising Feature

Develop your child's study skills
with Kumon
At your local Downend Study Centre, Kumon
offers individualised maths and English study
programmes which are tailored to all ages and
abilities.
Established for over 50 years, the Kumon
programmes enable children to develop their
study skills and confidently tackle advanced work.
Your child will be equipped with the ability to learn
for themselves so they do not become dependent
on - or limited by - the skills and knowledge of
others. They will then be able to apply these skills
to all subjects and outside of school too.
Children initially start at a comfortable level, with a
focus on building a strong foundation in the way
they study, including developing pace,
concentration and rhythm. They learn to correct
their own mistakes, further increasing their ability
to solve new problems, as they smoothly progress
to higher level work.
The Downend Study Centre is based at Downend Folk House
Association, Lincombe Barn with classes running on Monday
3.30pm to 5.30pm and Thursday 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Students
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generally attend class for approximately 30 minutes per
subject, at a time agreed at the enrolment meeting.
For more information contact Tina Goodwin on 0117 9695915
or email downend@kumoncentre.co.uk
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Downend

Postcard from K2

Two men arrested
over flashing

“Wheel washing facilities, via a jet wash, will be utilised on
site throughout the construction period, with appropriate
signage for the benefit of all operatives and visitors to the
site, to ensure that the transfer of mud and dirt onto existing
highways is minimised.”

Police last week arrested two men in connection with a series of
indecent exposures in the Downend area.

Taylor Wimpey Construction Management Plan (part of
planning application 09/04531/FUL - Parcel 4200
Parkhouse Lane)

A 29-year-old man and a 26-year-old man, both from the local
area, are currently in police custody.
Initially Avon & Somerset police believed the same man was
responsible who targeted women on their own, two who were
sitting in parked cars and three who were out jogging or walking.
The arrests relate to five incidents in total, all happening
between 6pm and 10pm. One was on Tuesday 15th December,
two were on Sunday 27th December and two on Monday 28th
December.
All were in the Westerleigh Road neighbourhood. Anyone with
information is asked to call 101 quoting reference 5215063717.

Bitton

Buggy walks

Dunster Road 4th January, 2016

Buggy walks run on the first Monday of each month from Bitton
Station, starting at 10am.
It is a chance to get some fresh air, meet new people and
explore the local area.
The walks are suitable for parents, grandparents and carers
returning to exercise.
They are typically three kilometres on terrain suitable for prams
and pushchairs and last about 45 minutes.
Afterwards people get together for a cuppa, cake and chat in the
station café.
Find out more on Facebook by looking for Bitton Buggy Walks.
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Asda Store Longwell Green
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(10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park

6

(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green

1

(11am-4pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy

2

78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
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Letters
Why we need an Elected
Mayor
Dear Stephen,
If you live in or near Keynsham, the
chances are that you feel marginalised by
a political system that revolves around
Bath. Now there is a chance for you to
have your say about how the council is
run.
On Thursday March 10th, there is a
referendum at which voters, by voting in
favour of an Elected Mayor for Bath and
North East Somerset, can change the way
the council is led. This is extremely
important to everyone in the area.
We believe that an Elected Mayor makes
sense for everyone in the B&NES area.
These are some of our reasons:
• An Elected Mayor is chosen by the
whole electorate. That means that you
have a say in who leads the council. You
know who to contact if you have a
complaint, a concern or a new
opportunity. They are visible.
• Elected Mayors cut through red tape,
petty politics and bureaucracy to get
things done. They are dynamic.
• An Elected Mayor represents and
champions the entire community. Their
first loyalty is to the people who elected
them, not their fellow politicians. They
are accountable.
• An Elected Mayor will make sure that the
whole of Bath and North East Somerset
is represented nationally and regionally.
We need to be an equal partner with
Bristol in the regional devolution, and an
Elected Mayor is the best way to make
sure that the region is not dominated by
Bristol. They are a champion.
In these times of austerity, budgets are
being slashed and councils must continue
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to make savings. An Elected Mayor saves
money by being efficient, cutting waste
and reducing costs; they would replace the
existing leader of the council ensuring that
there is not another layer of bureaucracy.
An Elected Mayor has similar powers to
the existing leader of the council. In other
words, it is not a recipe for dictatorship,
since the council must pass the budget.
If you would like to know more or are keen
to help our campaign, please contact us
via our website http://mayorforbanes.org/
Finally, we plan to hold a public discussion
in Keynsham in February to give everyone
a chance to ask questions, and express
their views. We hope you will come, and
bring your friends and neighbours.
Philip Raby
Campaign for an Elected Mayor for
B&NES

A waste of money
Dear Stephen,
I'm unsure if South Gloucestershire's
'Waste Strategy 2015-2020' is dishonest,
or mimicking the green waste fiasco,
which drew erroneous conclusions from
faulty statistics.
As that 'surprisingly successful' (to them)
bin take-up proved, the amount of waste
one year will be at least the same the next,
and causes me to doubt their convenient
straight line graph allegedly showing their
success in reducing waste volume since
2000, but no sign of the effect of the
massive population growth.
Unbelievably, how can replacing 3 x 60
litre bags with a 55 litre box be
'encouragement'? Plastic bags are easier
to accommodate in confined spaces, and
people have found ways of restraining
them; light plastic boxes blow away just as
readily after emptying, and are more easily
damaged by traffic.
Expecting people with cars to take more
excess to a tip is countering the council's

efforts to discourage it by monitoring and
limiting them, and merely another route to
landfill at ratepayers' expense. Their claim
that neighbouring counties' landfill is less
ignores the fact that the Keynsham,
Kingswood, Staple Hill, Fishponds arteries
are mainly a chain of fast food outlets and
supermarkets with attendant wasteful
packaging in high population density
areas, whereas counties like BANES are
more rural with farmer outlets for
vegetable products etc, and people with
room to do their own recycling.
South Gloucestershire Council paid for
binmen to be trained to ensure households
closed their waste bins, to stop overfill, but
they didn't enforce it, hence the lack of
recycling by the lazy, which the council
now blame for the problem. Anyone not
recycling, especially food waste, for three
weeks running should be investigated and
fined. Public health should come first leave the bins alone - sufficient sized
receptacles should be available, rather
than risk overfilling and fly tipping.
Michael O'Regan

Beacon of hope
Dear Sir,
On behalf of Councillor Bryan Organ, my
son Adrian and myself, I wish to thank
everyone who signed my petition for an
'uncontrolled' Belisha crossing to be
installed on the Wellsway in Keynsham.
The MP Jacob Rees-Mogg visited the site
at my request. He fully approved and
wrote to the council accordingly in March
2015. He was told that it was not within the
budget for 2014-15. I understand that the
council will shortly be giving this further
consideration.
Many thanks to The Week In for publishing
my letters.
Gilbert Ellis
Keynsham
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Letters
Balancing act
Dear Editor,
B&NES Council faces a new dilemma of
reconciling two conflicting Government
targets. First there was the provisional
Local Government Finance Settlement
2016-17 published at the beginning of
December which slashes a further £3.6
million from B&NES budget. Then on
December
17th,
the
Government
published Sporting Future: A New Strategy
for an Active Nation, which advocates the
promotion of Olympic and non-Olympic
sports at grass roots level.
Apparently, B&NES planners do not
recognise a shortage of parking spaces in
Keynsham as one of their number
(presumably not a local resident) said at a
public open exhibition in December that
their studies confirm it. I hope that, with all
the currently allocated major housing
development in the area, we will not be
expected to go back to the September
2015 proposals - totally inadequate leisure
provisions taking up valuable car parking
space. This is the worst solution possible.
We have the current promise of Tim
Warren (chair of B&NES cabinet) for a
leisure centre which retains pool spectator
seating and a sports hall. Unless this
promise is upheld, then current leisure
facilities will be lost forever. It will be
impossible to add on additional provisions
at a later date.
So back to B&NES' dilemma, do we just
look at quick fixes that balance the books
in the short term, or do we invest in
infrastructure projects which will secure
proper grass roots sports facilities for our
children and grandchildren for the next 50
years?
A Saltford resident

Glitch causing bus pass
delay
Dear Editor,
While I was away over the New Year, I
discovered to my dismay that my
pensioner's bus pass had expired on 1st
January. I survived through the kindness of
bus drivers until I got home on 5th
January.
When I went to the council offices I was
ready to apologise for having missed their
letter sending me a replacement - but no!
They said that they had 6,000 passes to
process due on 1st January and that it
might take two or three weeks to clear the
backlog. It seems that there was a
computer upgrade when dates of birth
failed to be transferred so all the passes
are now due on the same date. Any
pensioners therefore, still waiting should
not
allow
themselves
to
feel
inconvenienced.
Might not all this have been foreseen by an
administration with its eye on the ball? Not
good South Gloucestershire!
JB Reeves
Kingswood

Reinstate the 42 to
Keynsham
Dear Editor,
Since August 2015, residents in Oldland
Common, North Common, Warmley,
Cadbury Heath and Willsbridge have been
left without a regular bus service to
Keynsham, following First Bus's decision
to terminate the 42 at Bitton.
For the past five months, we have been
left with First's unreliable 17A service that
operates from Southmead Hospital. It's a
long route with heavy traffic. Another issue
with this service is that the last bus from
Keynsham is 18.30 in the week, and 18.10
on Saturdays. The 17A does not operate
on Sundays or public holidays.
Previously, last journeys on the 42 from
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Keynsham were at 22.40 and this was
seven days a week. The town is very
popular for evenings out at pubs, bars and
restaurants. Keynsham also has a railway
station, plus further transport links to
Brislington, Saltford, Bath and Bristol
Airport, perfect for anyone wishing to
make further travel connections. By
removing late evening and Sunday
journeys, First have effectively cut off parts
of East Bristol with Keynsham.
First claim that operating the 42 service to
Keynsham was “not viable”. However,
when the 42 previously operated to Bitton,
First decided to extend late evening and
Sunday journeys to Keynsham. Following
a successful trial, First extended all
journeys on the 42 to Keynsham. If they
were successful, why have First now
removed these much-needed journeys? If
a bus service to Keynsham was
unsuccessful, why is it now that the 17A
requires a double-decker due to increased
passenger use?
The other reasons First have blamed for
the removal of the 42 to Keynsham are the
new double-decker buses can no longer
legally travel beneath the railway bridge at
Bitton (although they do fit), and the only
other route to Keynsham is through
Willsbridge,
where
First
received
complaints from residents about doubledeckers passing their homes. First have
now placed double-deckers on the 17A
that passes these same homes.
We need First to reinstate the 42 to
Keynsham, or to operate the 17A later in
the evenings and on Sundays. Later this
month First are holding a consultation for
the 42 and 17A. Please tell your readers
that anyone affected by the removal of the
42 to Keynsham should take part in this
consultation. First say it's “coming soon” to
their website at firstgroup.com/bristol.
Scott Salter
Oldland Common resident
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National award for inspirational
The 2015 Inspiration Awards for Women were presented at
a glittering occasion in London just before Christmas and
among those honoured were a mother and daughter from
Staple Hill.
Founded by Sky Andrew, the former table tennis Olympian and
successful sports agent, the awards are intended to celebrate
remarkable women who inspire those around them through
astounding achievement in everyday life.
That certainly applied to
Sarah Reid and her sevenyear-old daughter Layla. An
epilepsy sufferer, Sarah has
been raising money through
various related charities for
the last 10 years. When her
health prevented her from
taking part in half-marathons
and sponsored runs, she
took to other activities, such
as having her head shaved
or
collecting
outside

Sarah Reid

supermarkets on a Saturday.
It is not just about raising money for epilepsy charities though,
it is about raising awareness that not all disabilities are visible.

Sarah knows from first-hand experience, whether being
verbally abused for parking in a disabled bay or accusations of
being drunk while suffering a seizure, people can often jump to
the wrong conclusion when it comes to the condition. Indeed
there are 40 different types of epilepsy and symptoms of a
seizure can be as nonchalant as appearing to daydream.
As part of her campaign to raise awareness, Sarah also gives
talks to organisations and often visits local schools to talk about
epilepsy. This is where daughter Layla has also had a major
role to play. She has written a book designed to help other
children recognise the symptoms and know what to do if
someone in their family suffers a seizure.
At last month's Inspiration Awards, which raised money for
Breakthrough Breast Cancer, Sarah was honoured as
Inspirational Fundraiser of the Year. She said: “I was hoping to
nominate my daughter Layla. She raises money for epilepsy
charities with her book as well as doing collections in shops to
raise as much as she can for them. She has won an award
before and had a letter from the Queen but her ultimate goal is
to get her books in schools and wants to help as many children
as possible.”
The Week In would like to help Layla and her mum in their
quest. We have purchased 10 copies of the Epilepsy Book for
Kids and will be happy to donate one to any school which would
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7 A market (6)
8 Family relative (6)
9 The smallest unit of an element (4)
10 Straighten out (8)
11 Passenger on a bike or horse (7)
13 To speak out (5)
15 Works in a theatre (5)
17 Essential part of November 5th (7)
20 Atmosphere (8)
21 Period of calm (4)
23 Not certain (6)
24 Drinking vessel (6)

22

1 James _____ band leader (4)
2 Warm blooded vertebrate (6)
3 Toasted bread eaten with soup (7)
4 Chronic (5)
5 Root vegetable (6)
6 Hat maker (8)
12 Arriving (8)
14 Shyness (7)
16 Objectionable (6)
18 The generation following parental (6)
19 Beneath (5)
22 To praise (4)
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fundraising

like one for their library. Just email admin@theweekin.co.uk with
the details and we will send one on.
Further copies of the book are available from Pomegranate
Books
in
Bristol
(0117
924
1766
or
enquiries@pomegranatebooks.co.uk) at £6.50. £1 on each sale
goes to epilepsy charities.
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Kingswood

Anger over proposed
'desecration 'of graves
Plans to pave over part of a Kingwood graveyard so it can
be used as a car park have sparked some angry comments.
As we reported last month, a company caked InSpace Design
has submitted plans to South Gloucestershire Council to turn
the the derelict Grade II Wesleyan chapel in Blackhorse Road
into nine one-bed and six two-bed apartments and create a car
park for 11 vehicles.
A memorial garden to the south of the chapel is also proposed
and the plan is to relocate some of the memorial stones to
there.
There are well over 100 bodies buried in the section covered by
the planning application. The majority of the very large and
overgrown burial ground is in separate ownership.
Objections lodged with the council include: “Desecrating a
cemetery to park a few cars is an appalling idea.” Another
objector branded it a “disgusting and vile proposition”.
Another person wrote: “My relatives were laid to rest in peace
and should be left completely alone. “
However, letters of support have also been received. One
person said: “I think the church and surrounding land has been
derelict for far too long. The proposal will improve the
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neighbourhood.”
And a man from London wrote: “My parents and maternal
grandparents are buried in the graveyard attached to the
Kingswood Wesleyan Chapel and my niece who still lives in the
area informed me about this planning application.
“The restoration of an important local building should be
supported and while it is a shame that the graveyard has been
left so overgrown for so long, its re-use is a good idea. I like the
planting of a commemorative garden to remember those who
have gone before us.”
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Situations Vacant

Church sets up job club
A church is launching a free club to help people in Staple
Hill get back into work.
Members of the Sanctuary Church have undergone specialised
training from UK charity Christians Against Poverty (CAP).
Starting tomorrow (Friday) they are offering free weekly
workshops at the High Street venue to boost the job-hunting
process for unemployed people by equipping them with the
tools, skills and confidence to find work.
Tim Owen, who will be leading the workshops, said: “With more
people facing long-term unemployment, there is a real need for
a personal service which provides practical and emotional
support for people to find work again. CAP Job Clubs are
designed to do just this.”
As well as one-to-one consultations, the workshops offer group
support and practical sessions covering topics such as
identifying strengths, CV writing and interview techniques.
Mr Owen added: “We hope that we can help people to gain the
confidence and skills they need to find employment, particularly
for those who may have been out of work for a long period of
time.”
He said that the manager of Kingswood Jobcentre had
expressed enthusiasm for the project and would refer those
whom might best benefit from it.
The foodbank based at the Resound Church in Mangotsfield is
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also planning to refer
people and in addition
the Sanctuary will be
working closely with the
CAP debt centre based
at Christ Church in
Downend.
The job club will run every Friday at 10.30am. To find out more
visit capjobclubs.org or call 0800 3280006.
Churches TogetherFriends in Need
urgently require a
coordinator. Do you have 3
hours to spare one morning
per week to receive calls
from doctor's surgeries and
arrange transport with
Friends in Need drivers so
that housebound and
elderly people can keep
their hospital and doctor
appointments.
If you are interested contact
Mary Face at
c.face@btinternet.com or
ring o117 9863960.
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St George

Date set for Ron Stone's funeral
The funeral of St George councillor Ron Stone, who died
just after Christmas, will be held at 11.30am on Monday
25th January at South Bristol Crematorium at Bedminster
Down.
Cllr Stone, who represented the St George West for over three
decades, passed away at the BRI following a short illness. He
was 73 and leaves a wife, Jennifer, children Joanne and Daniel,
and three grandchildren.
Tributes have continued to roll in from leading community
figures. Grenville Johnson, chair of St George in Bloom and
Kensington Road Residents' Association, said: “Ron was a true
and loyal friend and an outstanding city councillor who I have
known since the 1970s. It was a pleasure to work with him on
our community based projects within St George, and receive
his total and caring support over many years. “
Sandy Hore-Ruthven, chief executive of Creative Youth
Network, said: “Ron was a pleasure to work with in East Bristol,
with a passion for the young people there and a commitment to
the people of his ward.”
Cllr Fabian Breckels (St George East) said: “I knew Ron for
over 20 years and he was a real champion for the community
he served and a pleasure to work with.”
And Kelvin Blake, the chair of Bristol East Labour Party, said
Ron would be “massively but fondly missed by me and I know
the rest of the Labour Party”.
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With his wife, Ron Stone showed championship winning King
Charles Spaniels. He stood on many breed associations and
committees and had been a judge at Crufts.
He was also a skilled photographer and an accomplished
horticulturist.
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Bob honoured with Pride Award
during police commissioner's visit
Police and Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens visited
residents and projects in B&NES on her latest out and
about day - and presented a special award to Keynsham
pensioner Bob Eastaugh for his work fighting crime.
The PCC began last Wednesday visiting Clover House on Bath
Road in Saltford which works to provide an affordable,
integrated, triple-therapy approach for children, teenagers and
their families. The charity also works to tackle emotional,
behavioural and lifestyle issues that young people might face.
Clean Slate in Bath, which supports people facing barriers to
employment, was the next visit on her agenda. Clean Slate
employ long-term unemployed individuals as peer advisers,
helping them to support and advise other jobseekers.
At lunchtime, the PCC visited Kelston Road Football Club in
Keynsham to find out more about their free social diversionary
initiative to provide sessions for local children and young people
to improve their social skills and increase sport participation.
The initiative is supported by the Commissioner's Community
Action Fund and was awarded £2,415 for efforts aiming to
reduce crime and anti-social behaviour in the area.
During her visit she met Nick Dewfall who runs the Kelston
Football Club sessions during Easter and Summer school
holidays.
Ms Mountstevens said: “I set up my Community Action Fund for
initiatives like those provided by the club to help make a
difference to young people's lives. This project is not only great

Nick Dewfall with
Sue Mountstevens

for community cohesion and bringing everyone together but
that while the sessions are being run there is a reduction in antisocial behaviour in the area.”
She ended the day by presenting a PCC Pride Award to Bob
Eastaugh at the One Stop Shop in Keynsham to recognise his
previous commitment as a Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator
in the Charlton Road and Lays Drive area of the town.
In the nomination submitted to the PCC, Mr Eastaugh was
commended for his “encouragement of resident participation
through open forums, to get ideas and thoughts from local
people in order to better serve the community in which they
live”.
Speaking after the visit Ms Mountstevens said: “What a treat to
meet such an outstanding individual, who has for many years
been a Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator, ensuring
Keynsham remains a robust and safe community. He deserves
the recognition for his many years of service and support to the
police and his local community.”
Mr Eastaugh, who was joined by members of his family at the
ceremony, helped launch the Neighbourhood Watch scheme
after a number of cars were set on fire. Over the years, he has
also taken several groups of residents from the area to police
HQ in Portishead to visit the force service centre.

Bob Eastaugh & Sue Mountstevens
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He said: “It was a special day for me and my family to meet Sue
and for her to hand the award over. I felt all the work I have
done has been worth it and it was so special to be recognised
for all the work I have done for the community over the years.”
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Hanham

New principal
appointed
Hanham Woods Academy has appointed a new principal
following the announcement by Phil Bevan that he is leaving
at Easter to take up a new headship at Devizes School.
The new headteacher will
be Stephen Kneller, who
is presently deputy head
at the Royal Wootton
Bassett Academy in
Wiltshire.
Mr Kneller said: “I am
hugely excited about
taking up the role in April.
The two things that struck
me whilst on interview
were
the
incredibly
hardworking and friendly staff as well as the amazing
students.
“I have the highest of expectations and I will work tirelessly
with staff, students, parents and the wider community to
ensure that all the young people who pass through Hanham
Woods Academy achieve more than they ever thought
possible.”
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Workload is
reason for
separate polls
Last week we reported that the date for the B&NES mayoral
referendum had been set for 10th March - even though costs
could have been reduced by combining the poll with another
election - in this case the forthcoming Police & Crime
Commissioner election in May.
However, the reason the separate date was selected by the
returning officer Jo Farrar (who is also chief executive of B&NES
Council) was down to workload.
A council spokesman told us: “The council is running the Police
& Crime Commissioner elections on behalf of nine authorities,
and it is responsible for the performance of elections in all of
those authority areas. Therefore, it was deemed appropriate not
to combine them with the referendum.”
See Letters page 10

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Baptist leader
to preach in
Keynsham
The Rev Lynn Green, General Secretary of the Baptist Union of
Great Britain, will be preaching at Keynsham Baptist Church on
2nd February.
Rev Green, the first woman to
lead the Baptist Church in Great
Britain which has more than
135,000 members, has accepted
an invitation from the Keynsham
church to lead worship during the
Tuesday service which starts at
7.30pm.

Good report
Elm Tree House in Keynsham made a good impression on
the Care Quality Commission during an inspection in
November.
The home in Chandag Road run by Craegmoor, a leading
independent provider of support for people with learning
disabilities, autism, mental health conditions, complex needs
and behaviours that challenge.
Elm Tree House is registered to provide care and support for
up to eight people with learning disabilities and people with
early onset dementia. The recently published CQC report
rates the home as good in the five key areas - safe, effective,
caring, responsive and well led.

Church treasurer Malcolm Broad
said: "The church is absolutely
delighted that the Rev Lynn
Green has accepted an invitation to preach on the first Tuesday
of February.
“The church is extremely fortunate to get this opportunity
amongst Lynn's very busy schedule and of course we want to
welcome anyone to come along to the service where Lynn will
be preaching."
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Honorary Aldermen named
at special ceremony
Six former South Gloucestershire councillors were made
Honorary Aldermen at a special ceremony held at
Kingswood Civic Centre last month.
John Calway, Sheila Cook, John Godwin, Alan Lawrance,
Mike Robbins and Terry Walker were each given the title in
recognition of their eminent service as past members of the
council.
Cllr Erica Williams, Chair of South Gloucestershire Council,
who presented the awards, said: “The title of Honorary
Alderman is bestowed to individuals who have contributed
a great deal to their local council.

MOTORING

Pothole season
With this winter's persistent rain, potholes are an increasing
problem, causing damage to vehicles and presenting a potential
safety hazard. The RAC believes the rise in potholes across the
UK has stemmed from many cash-strapped councils' reactive
'patch and dash' approach which means rather than resurfacing
roads properly, potholes are repaired individually in a hurry, and
sometimes in wet weather, leading to them quickly breaking
down and reappearing.

“All six Aldermen enjoyed long and distinguished roles in
the council and this special ceremony has been an
opportunity to honour and celebrate all of their
achievements.”
The Honorary Aldermen who attended the meeting were
presented with a framed certificate.

The motoring organisation advises drivers to keep an eye out for
potholes and to watch your speed, particularly in wet weather
when deep potholes may be hidden beneath puddles.
Striking potholes at higher speeds can cause more damage to
your vehicle. If you suspect your car has sustained damage, the
advice is to get your vehicle checked out by your local garage.

From left, Mike Robbins, Alan Lawrance, Erica Williams, Sheila
Cook, Terry Walker & John Godwin

Body found in river
believed to be that of
Kingswood teenager
The body of a young man pulled from the River Avon near Pill
was believed to be that of missing teenager Joseph Robinson.
Police said that while while further DNA tests were required to
provide a formal identification, they believed the it was the 18year-old who disappeared Kingswood in the week prior to
Christmas.
At around 1.30pm on Sunday 3rd January several calls were
received from members of the public about a body in the river.
Officers attended and with the assistance of the Royal National
Lifeboat Institute the body was recovered from the water.
The death is being treated as unexplained but not suspicious.
Det Insp Charlotte Tucker said: “We've informed Joseph's family
and they are understandably extremely distressed by this
development. We'll continue to support them through this
difficult time.
“We'll be carrying out further enquiries on behalf of the coroner's
office.”
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BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR
SPECIALIST
German Car Specialists with over 25 years
experience in service, repairs and diagnostics
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G

MOT TESTING STATION
SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
AIR CONDITIONING
CAMBELTS & BRAKES
CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS
AND MORE . . .

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234
www.bandbcarservices.co.uk

u bandbcs@btinternet.com

Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP
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Police disappointment at rise in drink-drive figures
Road safety officers say they are disappointed at the
increased number of people caught drink or drug-driving
over the Christmas and New Year holiday.
A total of 155 people were arrested on suspicion of drink or
drug-driving offences compared with 106 in December 2014. Of
those, 96 were charged compared with 59 during December
2014.
Temporary Chief Inspector Stuart Bell, who has been leading
the Operation Tonic road safety campaign, said: “Even one
driver caught driving under the influence is one too many. We
are very disappointed in the increase in this year's figures.
Once we have the full information and data from the operation
we will be analysing the results to try to understand why so
many people felt they could take the risk and break the law.
“Our ongoing aim is to work with our partners to educate people
about the dangers and consequences of drink and drug driving,
and to send out a strong message that to do so is morally and
socially unacceptable.
“We are still collating our statistics, so we don't know for sure if
the increase in drink/drug-drivers is because we carried out
more stop checks or more breath tests than last year, or if
people just thought they could get away with it. What is clear is
that these figures are too high - and we will be continuing our
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efforts to catch drink/drug drivers and to deter others, not just at
Christmas but throughout the year.”
Of the 155 arrested, 48 were in the Bristol area, 21 in B&NES
and South Gloucestershire, and 86 in Somerset.
As part of Operation Tonic motorists charged with a drink or
drug-driving offence during December and into the New Year
have been named. They include the following from our area:
Brett Richards, 20, from Warmley, Stephen Dzickaniec, 42,
from Redfield, Jade Leigh Leamon, 21, from Redfield, Rafal
Pudlo, 32, of Staple Hill, John Broad, 54, from Speedwell, and
Alice Rose George, 24, of Downend.
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Hanham
Keynsham

Foundation stone laid
at Somerdale retirement
development
The foundation stone was laid at Somerdale this week
to mark the start of building works on the St Monica
Trust retirement community.
The ceremony was carried out jointly between the patron of
the St Monica Trust, Sir David Wills, and Cosmo Fry,
grandson of the former Chairman of JS Fry & Sons. The
laying of the foundation stone marks the official start of
building works at the £60m retirement community which is
due to open in spring 2017.
The redevelopment of the former chocolate factory will
create 151 assisted living apartments and a 90-bed care
home, as well as office space, retail outlets and leisure
facilities for the local community.

End of an era
A tin church where people from the Hanham and
Kingswood area have worshipped for more than a century
has closed.
The service held just before Christmas at the Mount Hill Mission
in Granny's Lane was the last ever.
The trustees made the heartfelt decision to close as they felt
they were getting too old to do what was required to keep the
meeting place going. They say a dwindling, elderly congregation
and no one willing or able to take over left them with no other
option.
They have now contacted a solicitor and the likelihood is that the
land will be sold for redevelopment, with all proceeds given to
charity.

Chief executive of the St Monica Trust, David Williams said:
“The Fry and Wills families have had a long association
through their charitable bequests to the people of Bristol and
it was a wonderful opportunity for the St Monica Trust to
purchase the site of the old chocolate factory to build their
new Keynsham retirement village."

Two of the trustees are husband and wife Ted and Olive
Denning, who live in Hanham and are both now in their 90s.
Ted (pictured when he was younger) played the organ at the
mission for 73 years, only giving up about four years ago. Olive
Although not licensed for weddings, blessings have been held
there, as well as funerals. The archive photo shows a Harvest
celebration - a major part of the mission's calendar in years
gone by.
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as church closes
has been involved with the church all her life as her parents
would take her there to worship.
Ted's grandfather Alfred Crew was one of the founders of the
independent church, the others being Harry Pillinger and Albert
Golding. After holding cottage meetings, the founders worked to
erect the People's Mission Hall at Mount Hill.
The building, made from corrugated iron, was the old Evangel
Mission Hall in King Street in Kingswood, which was replaced
with a permanent building. It is said that the structure was
moved to its new home at Mount Hill by cart. Today the mission
has a pebble-dashed front topped by a bargeboard and a
UPVC door but the corrugated iron side walls remain.
Another trustee is Sue Veale, 71, who lives nearby. The church
has played a big part in her life since she joined in 1975 and she
said she would miss it very much.
Over the years the mission, which has been for “whosoever
will”, has welcomed speakers of all denominations to its regular
services, including Methodist, Pentecostal, Baptist and Church
of England. The trustees say they are very grateful to everyone
who has supported them over the years.
Giving to charity has been a key part of the mission's work.
Since 1984 and the appeal to help famine victims in Ethiopia,
over £30,000 has been given to various charities including Aid

which the church sits will be going to charity.
The final service was taken by John Hopes who said he felt
privileged and honoured to represent the many who had served
the mission over the years. He recalled the “kind support and
appreciation shown to young and old who kept the pulpit
supplied” and the warm welcome to the fellowship that
everyone received.
And he added that although the green beacon continued to
shine on nearby Hanham Mount, where John Wesley, one of
the founders of Methodist Church, first preached to the masses
in the open, “a light has gone out” in the area.

Ukraine, Riding Centre for the Disabled in Henbury, Grimsbury
Farm in Kingswood and the Jessie May Trust, which provides
nursing care at home for children with life-limiting conditions.
So it is fitting that the proceeds from the sale of the land on
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Directory & What’s On
Accountancy
Services

Aerials

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

Carpentry

Appliances

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT

Blinds
Advertising

per insert
Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Car Repairs

Computers / IT

Electrical

Events

Fitness
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Dance Classes

Chimney Sweep

Driveways
Furniture Makers
Cleaning Services

Computers / IT
REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

An advert like this
costs

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT

£19.50 + VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Garden Services

Guttering Services

Home Maintenance

Hair & Beauty

Holidays

Kitchens

Locksmiths

Hypnotherapy
Logs
GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Home Maintenance

Joinery

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Logs

Plumbers

Plumbers

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert

Painting
& Decorating

like this costs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Security

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Personal

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00
12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00
Skip Hire
UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Plastering

All prices per week exc VAT
You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Sewing Lessons

TVs

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

TVs

Venue Hire

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

0117 9159801
07530 864562
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Cadbury Heath

Football

Care home told to
improve after
inspection

Keynsham maintain
good form

Wraxall Road Nursing Home requires improvement, says
the Care Quality Commission.
The regulator of health and social care in England has
published its report following an unannounced inspection in
November.
The home, run by the Brandon Trust, provides accommodation,
nursing and personal care for 14 people with learning and
physical disabilities.

Keynsham Town continued their fine form and won their 5th
match on the trot last Saturday, once again coming from two
goals down to thump Devizes Town 5-2.
The visitors started well and took the lead after only 6 minutes.
The Ks could not get going and a disastrous own goal by
Nathan Curnock doubled the deficit on 25 minutes. However,
the hosts started to build up some pressure and Tom Johnson
reduced the arrears 10 minutes before half-time. The second
half saw Keynsham seize control in midfield, and it was no
surprise when Pat Davison finished off a fine move on the hour

In terms of being safe, caring and well led, the nursing home is
good, but it is said to need improvement in terms of being
effective and responsive, which has brought down the overall
rating.
The report said some improvements were required to ensure
the premises were fit for purpose enabling people to access a
shower if they preferred. Not all of the areas of the home were
decorated to a reasonable standard and some parts were
cluttered with inappropriate household items and staff
possessions.
Some improvements were also required to ensure the service
was responsive. This
was because not all recommendations by professionals were
followed and
implemented.
A spokesman for the trust told The Week In: “Brandon Trust
acknowledges the need to make immediate and longer term
improvements at Wraxall Road where we support 14 people
with multiple complex behaviours.
“Brandon is working closely with CQC and we have a detailed
action plan to remedy the areas that require attention.
“As a charity, we welcome feedback on our services so we may
continue to improve our support for people with learning
disabilities. “

to equalise. From then on there was only one winner as the Ks
ripped Devizes apart with some scintillating football. Sam
Duggan curled the ball in to make it 3-2, Ben Harris blasted a
shot home from the edge of the box and then sub Jamie Noble
finished with aplomb from another great attacking move.
This win puts Keynsham within 3 points of the league leaders.
After a visit to Chippenham Park this Saturday, the Ks are next
at home on Saturday 23rd January when local rivals Oldland
Abbotonians visit Crown Fields (3.00pm kick-off). With both
teams locked together on 40 points, this promises to be a
mouth-watering clash.

Car link to ATM attack
Police have this week revealed information about the car used by the
raiders involved in last month's ATM attack on Oldland Common Post
Office.
Two people broke into the Post Office at about 3.30am on Saturday 19th
December. Their attempts were unsuccessful and no money was stolen.
The suspects used an Audi A3 which had a different coloured bonnet to the
rest of the car. CCTV images have also been released although they are
of very poor quality.
Anyone with any information about the car, or the suspects, is asked to call
101 quoting reference number 5215066211 and ask for PC 2803 Tom
Williams.

The Week in • Thursday 14th January 2016

31

32

The Week in • Thursday 14th January 2016

