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Travellers leave Siston Common...
and move onto Keynsham car park

The travellers who had been illegally occupying the stretch
of Siston Common on Anchor Road left the site last Friday
and moved onto the new station car park in Keynsham for
the weekend.
Following several visits from South Gloucestershire Council
and police to the Siston site, an order was sought under the
Criminal and Justice and Public Order Act 1994, granting the
power to local authorities to evict travellers refusing to leave an
illegal site.

The travellers set up camp in Keynsham on Friday... but
were gone by Monday evening (inset)

traveller encampments. Last year we had a similar issue with
Siston Common and had measures put in place to prevent that
stretch of land being occupied again.

Continued on page 4

At around noon, following a peaceful discussion with the
council's traveller unit and police, and after 12 days on site, the
travellers left of their own accord. By that evening they had
installed themselves on the overflow railway station car park on
the outskirts of Keynsham which was recently levelled and
resurfaced.

Ward member for Siston Cllr Ian Adams said: “We often have
issues in Siston around this time of year concerning illegal
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Illegal traveller sites
Continued from page 3

This year an illegal encampment has been established
across the road where there are no bollards, though still on
Siston Common. As always we have acted as swiftly as
possible to engage with the police, the local community and
the travellers themselves to resolve the issue as quickly as
possible and I am now pleased to report that the site is
clear.”

Council leader Cllr Matthew Riddle said: “We have a policy
to robustly challenge illegal traveller sites in South
Gloucestershire. We are not hostile to the travelling
community and have made provision for sites throughout
the authority. However, we also value our common land and
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want it to remain available for all local people to use and
enjoy and will use all powers available to us to maintain that.

Cllr John Hopes, the chairman of Siston Parish Council, has
been an outspoken critic of the way South Gloucestershire
Council has handled the situation.

He said the authority had made a reasonable effort to clean
up the area after the travellers had left but questioned its
claim to have acted robustly as it had taken 12 days to get
them off.

He told The Week In: “Residents telephoned, emailed and
used every means of contact to get this far. It is time South
Gloucestershire Council get their act together in the interest
of all decent, law-abiding residents.”
When Taylor Wimpey was granted planning permission to
develop the former Cadbury's factory site in Keynsham,
provision of additional car parking spaces for Keynsham
Station was one of the conditions attached. The levelling
and resurfacing work has suffered some delays but it is
understood that the car park is due open in early July.
On Monday a Taylor Wimpey spokesperson told us it was in
the process of seeking legal action to ensure the travellers
were moved on and by Monday evening they had gone.
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MPs write to Transport Secretary
over M4 link campaign
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore and Thornbury & Yate MP
Luke Hall are keeping up the pressure for a new Junction
18a on the M4 to link with the Avon Ring Road at Emersons
Green.
The campaign was raised in Prime Minister's Questions in
March this year and in April Transport Secretary Patrick
McLoughlin visited the Bristol & Bath Science Park at
Emersons Green to meet members of the recently launched
Gateway 2 Growth campaign.

The MPs, who are part of the campaign, have now written to Mr
McLoughlin, requesting that a delegation meet him and his
Department to present their case for the new junction, which
would be located near the Westerleigh roundabout.
During their initial meeting with Mr McLoughlin, the campaign
group proposed that a feasibility study would be conducted over
the summer, looking at the case for the junction, both from a
transport perspective, but also the economic case for growth
that the new junction would bring.

In their letter to the Transport Secretary the MPs say: “We
would be very grateful if it would be possible to arrange for
ourselves to lead a delegation to visit yourself and officials at
the Department for Transport, so that we can set out clearly the
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Luke Hall, Patrick McLoughlin and Chris Skidmore
proposals for a M4 junction and link which would be of huge
benefit for the Bristol region.

“The delegation would include local MPs, members of the West
of England Local Enterprise Partnership, council leaders, and
business directors, who are all in agreement that the case for a
M4 link to the Avon Ring Road is overwhelming and should be
a key infrastructure project for the South West.”
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Warmley

Residents consulted
on parking scheme

People living in Tower Road North, Station Road and Crown
Gardens are being asked what they think about a residents'
parking scheme which would give them priority parking in a
congested area.
A meeting was held at
Warmley Community Centre
last month at which waiting
restrictions were discussed.
This scheme has been
allocated £19,000 through the
Kings Forest Area Forum.

During the meeting South
Gloucestershire Council highways officer Adam Bunce
shared a draft design which proposes residential parking
bays and double yellow lines along dropped kerbs. Local
councillor Ian Adams, pictured above with resident Paul
Jermy, said the proposal was designed to ensure residents
are prioritised and have the option to sign up to the parking
scheme. There would be an annual charge for a permit of
£30 per year and £45 for a second one. A residential network
group is being created to share ideas. For more information
email Cllr Adams at ian.adams@southglos.gov.uk

6

Kingswood

Man rescued by firefighters
after smoke alarm alert

A man was rescued from his smoke-filled home in
Charlton Road after a fire broke out in the kitchen on
Monday last week.
Firefighters from Kingswood and Brislington fire stations
were alerted by a neighbour who heard a smoke alarm
sounding in the house.

When crews arrived they found smoke coming from the
letterbox, but as they were unable to get a response, they
forced their way in through the front door.
Firefighters in breathing apparatus made a search of the
home where they found a man in his 50s asleep in an
upstairs bedroom. He was walked to safety before being
treated by paramedics for the effects of smoke inhalation.

The source of the smoke was found to be cooking which had
been left on a hob in the kitchen. The small fire caused
smoke to fill the property. An Avon Fire & Rescue Service
spokesman said: “The incident highlights the importance of
a working smoke alarm, which alerted neighbours to the fire.
This allowed the man to be rescued with just minor smoke
inhalation, averting a much more serious incident.”
Smoke alarms can be provided free of charge as part of the
fire safety visit service. Visit AFRS's website or call 0117 926
2061.
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Play survey results announced
at Music on the Hill
St George

At Saturday's Music on the Hill event, the Friends of
Troopers Hill were delighted to announce that 460 people 95% of respondents to a survey - are in favour of a new play
area on the field.

This gives the green light to go ahead to the next stage,
finding out what people want in it, and everyone is invited to
drop in to a design session on Troopers Hill Field this
Sunday (5th July) from 2pm to 4pm.

Susan Acton-Campbell, who chairs the Friends, said: “It is
clear that people want a fenced play area for under-sixes
and a more open area of play for children aged six to 11.
Now it is a question of what equipment is wanted.”

From the design brief, quotes from play equipment
companies will be obtained. The team of local parents and
the Friends of Troopers Hill will also collect all the
documents they need for applying for grants.
£15,000 has already been set aside by the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership towards the project.

Mrs Acton-Campbell said: "It was great to be able to
announce these amazing results at Music on the Hill, with
the Fantasy Orchestra fully entering into the spirit of the
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The Fantasy Orchestra

occasion with their take on 'Strawberry Fields' rendered as
'Troopers Hill Field forever'.”

If it is raining on Sunday, the consultation on Sunday will
take place in the back room of Summerhill Methodist Church
in Air Balloon Road.
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Letters

Still waiting after five years

Dear Editor,
The matter of Frenchay Community
Hospital is to be discussed at the Public
Health & Health Scrutiny Commission of
South Gloucestershire Council at 10am
on Wednesday 8th July. This matter has
been subject to three cancelled
meetings since March 2015.
We would like to remind residents that
this issue has been in process since
2005, when it received formal approval
for a community hospital by South
Gloucestershire Council, Bristol City
Council, University Hospitals Bristol and
North Bristol NHS Trust.
Formal
approval was given for an acute hospital
at Southmead and a community hospital
on the Frenchay site for which land is
reserved. The Frenchay proposal was to
be built soon after the new Southmead
Hospital was completed and a tender
document was issued in 2010. Now we
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have only half of a reconfiguration of
services.
When the Conservative Government
gained power in 2010, the tender was
taken down without explanation and
South
Gloucestershire
Clinical
Commissioning Group (SGCCG) took
over the project. Five years later, in
2015, we are still waiting to hear what
the CCG intends to commission for
Frenchay.
SGCCG and the South West
Commissioning Support Unit (now
South, Central and West Commissioning
Support
Unit),
despite
scathing
comments about their tardiness and lack
of detail on the Frenchay provision from
the Independent Reconfiguration Panel,
still, despite having five years to do so,
has not stated what services will be
commissioned for Frenchay, which
organisation will provide them and
where they will be sited.
The reconfiguration of hospital services
for South Gloucestershire was for a new
acute hospital at Southmead and a
community hospital at Frenchay. To

date, only half of our reconfiguration has
been completed despite Frenchay
community hospital being an integral
part of the plan. The reduction to only
800 beds was conditional upon there
being a community hospital at Frenchay,
as confirmed by a previous chief
executive of Southmead Hospital.
As a result of these delays, patients in
Southmead are unable to be discharged
from hospital as there is no suitable
community provision for them. Unless
monies are found for our community
hospital, lack of patient flow through the
main hospital cannot be addressed.
We urge residents to ring, email or write
to their councillors and MP to protest at
the length of time this matter is taking to
be resolved and ask for this matter to be
once more referred back to the Rt Hon
Jeremy Hunt, Secretary of State for
Health for advice from his advisory body,
the Independent Reconfiguration Panel.
Barbara Harris
Spokesperson, Save Frenchay
Community Hospital Group
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Open season fears for our
Green Belt

Dear Stephen,
Your article last week (Issue 377) on how
the Conservative Government has failed
to protect the Green Belt makes for very
interesting
reading.
You
clearly
demonstrate how Government ministers
have quite happily appeared in 'Save the
Green Belt' photo ops with Kingswood's
MP yet their record at Westminster
shows a quite different side to the story.
And locally here, within South
Gloucestershire,
Conservative
councillors quite happily gave the goahead for Green Belt around
Almondsbury and Harry Stoke to be
released for thousands of houses.
Your article is, though, much more timely
than exposing this hypocrisy. At the very
end of it you make reference to a recent
planning appeal in Charfield. This appeal
decision could have far-reaching
implications
across
South
Gloucestershire, including for Green Belt
sites like Barry Road in Oldland
Common and Williams Close in Longwell
Green. Because of the Conservative
Government's National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), any council which
cannot demonstrate that enough land is
being made available to meet its housing
targets for the next five years is deemed
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to have out-of-date planning policies.
This is even the case if the blame lies
with housing developers for having failed
to put enough bricks in the ground.
If it is shown that a council does not have
land coming forward quickly enough in
its area, then the NPPF says there
should be a presumption in favour of
development. This is precisely what has
happened at Charfield. A planning
inspector, appointed by Eric Pickles
before he left office, has concluded that
South Gloucestershire Council no longer
has this so-called five-year housing land
supply and so decided to overturn the
council's initial refusal of planning
permission. But the implications of this
decision reach far wider because the
decisions of planning inspectors are
material considerations in deciding
planning applications elsewhere.
It is perfectly possible therefore that the
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wannabe developers of sites like Barry
Road and Williams Close will now argue
that they should be given permission for
the same reason as it was given in
Charfield. If this comes about, it will be
entirely down to the Conservative
Government's NPPF and MPs like Chris
Skidmore who support it.
It is hard to believe that the
Conservatives
who
run
South
Gloucestershire Council will now have
little choice but to challenge the
Charfield decision. If they don't, then
developers will be queuing up for
planning permission on any bits of land
and it could easily become 'open
season' in South Gloucestershire.
Cllr Andy Perkins
Councillor for Woodstock ward,
Kingswood
South Gloucestershire Council

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 4th July

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)
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Labour's claims are
misleading

Dear Stephen,
Misleading is the politest term to use
about the claims made by Jo McCarron in
her bitter letter (Issue 376) regarding the
input by politicians to local emergency
health care and the Cossham minor
injuries unit debate.
The same issue carried the Independent
Reconfiguration Panel's judgement on the
subject in favour of the Clinical
Commissioning Group's proposals, and
the Health Secretary's detailed reasons
for not intervening. Ms McCarron criticises
these, claiming he shouldn't ignore the
local Labour Party's efforts and 18,500
signatures of local support. However, in
2009 a 50,000-signature petition calling
for the retention of Frenchay's A&E was
ignored by the then Labour Health
Minister.
Ms McCarron boasts of her numerous
statements of support at health scrutiny
meetings, claiming these “would” have
been submitted to the IRP, but the
appendix to their judgement notes that
Labour made no such submission.
Her claim that Jeremy Hunt and Chris
Skidmore knew the IRP's decision “way
back in April” but didn't publish it until after
the election when they “had secured
people's votes”
was ridiculous and
unpleasant. She and Andy Burnham also
had access to that decision and if they
thought the non-political recommendation
would influence the electorate, why didn't
they publish it? Within a few days of the
election, and opinion polls predicting a
change, Jeremy Hunt was in no position
to
make
decisions
on
any
recommendations. Andy Burnham's belief

10

that MIUs play “a very important part in
alleviating pressures on A&Es” is not only
a direct contradiction of the experience of
the CCG and the IRP, but Mr Miliband,
who singled out A&E performance as the
NHS's worst failing, so if Mr Burnham had
come back and put an MIU label on a
door, it still wouldn't have been capable of
serving the purpose for which it was
intended.
M O'Regan

Allaying fears

Dear Editor,
Please allow me the opportunity of
allaying the fears that you have set
running with your article regarding the
closure of roads for a three-week period.
Clearly you have read the closure notice
and in which case you will have read that
whilst a maximum of three weeks is
mentioned it also states clearly that the
closures will only be for as long as it takes
to conduct the work and it states that that
period is anticipated to be six days.
I too read the notice and with the interests
of the community in mind I took the trouble
to inquire further than the published notice
and was reassured that all of the work
would take place out of the normal
working day between 1900 and 0500hrs.
The order was amended following my
email. The work entailed is the resurfacing
of the area around the Civic Centre. They
will also be installing the permanent
refuge in the middle at the top of Bath Hill.
Because your elected councillors want no
more hold-ups, the contractors will use
bolt-down refuges so that they can be
fitted without excavating the road surface.
I hope that you will publish this letter to
balance the lead article in the 25th June
edition headlined 'More roadworks misery
next month'.
Alan Hale (Cllr)
Keynsham South Ward B&NES Council

Fly-tipping problem

Dear Editor,
Your story regarding prosecution of flytippers (18th June) prompts me to ask
why such people spoil the environment for
the rest of us?
My wife and I walked the byway from
Queen Charlton to Stockwood Vale Golf
Club recently and were appalled by the
quantities of builders' waste we found
dumped along the track.
Surely it must have been far more difficult
for the fly-tippers to drive a mile along the
track than to take their waste to the official
tip at Pixash Lane? And, the tip is a proper
recycling centre where such builders'
rubble can be recycled.
John Norfolk
Cornish Walk, Stockwood
It is not so much the inconvenience than
the charges that drives some to fly-tip
commercial waste. Ed

Highlighting the work
of the WI

Dear Stephen,
Last Tuesday I was at Bath Abbey for
Avon Federation of Women's Institutes'
Thanksgiving Service.
It is the 100th anniversary of the WI and
the 40th anniversary of the Avon
Federation, the chair of which is Donna
Butcher. The Abbey was full of WI
members from all over the country.
We were led up the main aisle by a
procession of colourful banners of the
many branches. The civic dignitaries
were the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset
Anne Maw, the Lady Mayor of Bristol Cllr
Clare Campion-Smith, the Chairman of
North Somerset Council Cllr Charles
Cave and his lovely wife (who has an
amazing singing voice!), the Vice
Chairman of B&NES Cllr Alan Hale, and
me.
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The whole service was totally uplifting
and the members, who related their
thoughts and what the WI had meant to
them were humorous, but also thoughtprovoking. They are not all Jam &
Jerusalem; they are as Evelyn LeeBarber (self-supporting curate of Bath
Abbey) said, an army of committed
women who represent everything that is
good. There were young women there
who demonstrate that the WI is definitely
keeping up with the times (Calendar
Girls!)
The WI choir was so beautiful to listen to
that the tears welled up and dare I say
spilled by many (me included). The
Institute from 1915 has grown and proved
from those hard times that they are more
than deserving of support and
recognition, but there was no coverage by
the media at all. It was not deemed
newsworthy, what a shame.
The service ended after the blessing with
the whole congregation turning towards
the West Doors, which were opened and
the whole of Bath must have heard the
stunning voices of all singing Jerusalem.
An amazing afternoon that I would not
have missed for the world, I was humbled
in their presence and grateful that I was a
part of their celebrations.
The Avon Federation offices are based in
Keynsham. Women young and old who
would like to 'try out' the WI will, I am
sure, apart from being most welcome, will
have an amazing time amongst women
who are dedicated to their communities.
Cllr Erica Williams
Chair, South Glos Council
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Grange pupils ignored
again

Dear Editor,
How disappointing to read in The Week In
(Issue 377, 25th June) an article on the
new Digitech Studio School. South
Gloucestershire Council can write to all
parents trying to get us to jump ship and
take our children out of the Grange before
September 2015 but did it never occur to
them to write to us and inform all Year 7
and 8 parents who are contemplating
sending our children to the Studio School
that we might have been interested in
going to the public exhibition on the plans
for it?
Shame on you Susannah Hill, and also
Martina Veale, principal of Digitech, for
not inviting the children either.
It makes me so cross. They seem to be
ignoring Grange children and parents
once again.
An unhappy parent
Name and address supplied

Community transport
review

Dear Editor,
I was interested to read last week's letter
from Lib Dem activists Andy Wait and
Duncan Hounsell about the fact that the
Keynsham & District Dial-a-Ride receives
a lower level of subsidy from B&NES
Council than the Midsomer Norton &
Radstock Ring-and-Ride.
It was particularly interesting that they
feel compelled to raise this issue now but somehow forgot to voice any
concerns about this funding system in all
the years their Lib Dem colleagues were
running the council.
As chairman of the Keynsham & District
Dial-a-Ride I am all too aware of the longstanding fact that our community

transport service receives less financial
support than others in the area.
Sadly, we are a victim of our own
success. We have been highly successful
in managing to recruit a large number of
passengers and run the Dial-a-Ride in a
way which is as cost-efficient as possible
with modern fuel-efficient buses, meaning
the cost per passenger is kept down.
It would be good if other Dial-a-Ride
services in the area could go further in
replicating our level of success and
efficiency as this could perhaps then
lessen their need for such high levels of
subsidy and thereby reduce the burden
on the taxpayer.
Nonetheless, I do agree that it would be
good for B&NES to review the way it
subsidises community transport services
to ensure the system is fair to all.
In this regard, readers may be interested
to know that the council's Communities,
Transport & Environment Panel, of which
I am vice-chair, recently agreed to make
community transport, and the way in
which B&NES provides support to these
services, one of its first topics to look into
following May's election.
This could perhaps be used as an
opportunity to share ideas and best
practice between the area's community
transport providers.
As someone who is passionate about the
benefits community transport services
bring to residents, I would like to
encourage more people in our area to
take advantage of this tremendous
service, whichever part of the authority
you live in. They cannot operate without
the support of both passengers and the
volunteers who help run them.
Cllr Brian Simmons
(Conservative, Keynsham North)
Chairman, Keynsham & District Diala-Ride
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Hundreds enjoy C in the Park
Churches in Downend, Mangotsfield, Emersons
Green, Bromley Heath and Staple Hill held an
open-air service and family fun day in King
George V Park on Father's Day last month.
This is the fourth year of C in the Park and
hundreds of people attended throughout the day to
enjoy both the service and the activities that were
all offered to the community as a gift from the
Church.
The Rt Revd Mike Hill, the Bishop of Bristol,
addressed the crowds and reflected on the Parable
of the Lost Son which was part of a theme to
encompass fathers on their special day.
This story was also acted out by the Kensington
Puppet Team which appealed to children and
adults alike, and children from Mangotsfield C of E
School Choir sang.

The service, which was led by the Rev Teresa Taylor, also
included a testimony from local resident Larry Harvey who
became a prison chaplain, while music was provided by the
Salvation Army Band.
All who came were encouraged to bring a picnic lunch and then
spend the afternoon enjoying a range of free activities that

included craft, sport and giant inflatables as well as tea and
cakes.

There was also live entertainment including from the Phoenix
Wind Band and Resound Community Choir.

The day was blessed with sunny weather and the organisers
would like to thank everyone who supported it in any way.
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Across
7 Detective (6)

7 Detective (6)
8 Warm up (6)
9 Discard (4)
10 Suffer neglect or hardship (8)
11 Edible plant (7)
13 Web-footed animal (5)
15 Spring month (5)
17 Claim or declare (7)
20 Sports person (8)
21 Attire (4)
22 Berkshire town (6)
23 Number of Apostles (6)
Down
1 Santa's vehicle (6)
2 Honorable (4)
3 Love potion (7)
4 Old hag (5)
5 Minimise the importance of (5,3)
6 Coastal town in Provence (6)
12 Joyful (8)
14 Proprtionally (3,4)
16 Not completely (6)
18 Made strenuous efforts (6)
19 Hawaiian greeting (5)
21 Clarified butter (4)
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From shop floor to
the floor of the
House of Commons

The newly elected Conservative MP for Thornbury &
Yate, Luke Hall, made his maiden speech in the House of
Commons on Monday last week.

Luke Hall paid tribute to the constituency's former Lib Dem
Steve Webb, who had held the seat for 18 years and had
been defending a 7,000+ majority - and spoke of his surprise
that he had been unexpectedly elected.

Luke
Hall

Mr Hall said Mr Webb would
be remembered in particular
for his work as Minister for
Pensions in the Coalition
Government, which included
overseeing major reforms to
our pensions system, and
promised to “emulate his
dedication to our communities
in South Gloucestershire”.

The 28-year-old was speaking during the Second Reading of
the Education and Adoption Bill.

He said: “As somebody who attended one of the 15 original
city technology colleges, I can testify that having a good
quality education helps to provide young people with the best
start in life. It should be part of the duty of our society and
this Government to inform young people after they leave
education about the opportunities available across all
sectors, including in retail.
“After leaving education, I worked in every position in retail from butcher to market stall trader, cleaner, caretaker, shelf
stacker, till worker, store manager and, most recently, South
West area manager. I have cleaned floors, sat on the tills
and pulled pallets. I hope that I can in some way reflect the
challenges that young people face in the workforce, and I
fully intend to bring that experience to the Floor of the House.

“I have to confess to be slightly surprised to find myself
here in fact, the only person more surprised than me was
my employer. I phoned them up the day after the General
Election and said, 'I think I have a bit of an issue - I have just
been elected as the MP for Thornbury & Yate and I am not
coming back'. They took it with incredible grace, so much so
that, when I look back in years to come, I might be surprised
and a little disappointed at how happy they were to hear the
news that I had been elected and would not be returning to
work.”
He added: “It was Adam Smith who, in 1776, wrote that
Britain was 'a nation governed by shopkeepers'.
“I am a shopkeeper, I am proud to support this Government,
and I will bring the same energy and passion from the shop
floor to the floor of this House.”
The Week in • Thursday 2nd July 2015
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Credit Union branch opens at Kingswood Library
Residents of Kingswood can now access services offered
by Bristol Credit Union from Kingswood Library.
From today (2nd July) people will be able to drop in to the
library on the High Street every Thursday from 1pm to 3pm to
open an account, deposit money or find out more about BCU
services.

The new service is a result of a partnership with Kingswoodbased Community Ignite (formerly the Chase & Kings Forest
Community Project), that supports and develops the community
in South Gloucestershire.

Kate Hanks, of Bristol Credit Union, said: “We are delighted to
be partnering with Community Ignite. We were approached by
the charity who wanted the people of Kingswood to be able to
access the wide range of services we provide.
“After receiving training and support from BCU, volunteers from
Community Ignite's Job and IT Club will be on hand to help local
people make the most of their money, by giving them access to
affordable loans, competitive savings accounts and quality
banking services. We look forward to welcoming new members
from the Kingswood area.”

Alice Payne, chief officer of Community Ignite, said: “This
service is much needed by the local community in Kingswood
and it will enhance the services we can offer through our Job
and IT Club which is funded by South Gloucestershire Council.
We also wish to thank Kingswood Library for allowing us to run
the service every week. Having access to a bank account is a
necessity and right for everyone and we are very pleased to
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Kingswood Library
make this possible for Kingswood residents.”

BCU is offering free membership to anyone who joins before
31st August - a saving of £2.50. To join, people will need to
bring ID, proof of address and £1 to open their account.
Bristol Credit Union is owned by its members. Any profit gets
recycled back into the Credit Union allowing it to help more local
people who become members. BCU offers a range of accounts
including a Christmas saver, Cash ISA and a children's saving
account.
Kingswood is the fourth service point to open in South
Gloucestershire in recent months, widening access to those
living in Bristol Credit Union's common bond area. People can
also drop in to service points at Filton Community Association,
Our Place Community Flat in Staple Hill and the Juice Project
in Cadbury Heath.
For more information contact 0117 9247 309 or visit
www.bristolcreditunion.org.uk
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Festival celebrates village life
Saltford Village Festival has been hailed a success - with
the organisers now turning their attention to the next one
which will be in 2017.
The festival, which enjoyed good weather, was a celebration of
the village over nine days and more than 80 events.
Old Village Day brought waves of visitors to the High Street to
enjoy the Farandole Dancers and Somerset Morris, music from
Vintage Brass, stalls, children's games and the dog show.
The Old River Day provided onlookers and participants with a
masterly presentation of dragon boats, canoes and rowing
boats and there were chances to have a go and to race.

Events each evening showcased local talent such as the
Decade Dolls and the Bath Circle of Magicians, as well as Chris

Pearce and the Frenchman Street Jazz Band and acclaimed
comedian Bob Webb.

The quiz was a sell-out at 160. Walks, talks, taster sessions
and a visit to the magical Eastover Farm, wildlife and formal
garden were among the popular fringe events.
Food throughout the week was sourced locally, where possible,
and presented by resident teams, who received many
compliments. Thanks go to the local Co-op for supporting
Fairtrade requirements.
There are lots of photos on the Saltford Festival Facebook page
and volunteers are now being sought for the 2017 Festival.
Email events@saltfordhall.co.uk
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Top accreditation
for Downend firm
Situations Vacant

Local business BNS Property Management has been awarded a top industry accreditation for its
commitment to achieving excellence in health and safety.
The Downend-based block management company received the accreditation from Safecontractor,
a leading third-party accreditation scheme which recognises very high standards in health and
safety management across the UK.
The business received the accreditation with the help of its
recently added Health &
Safety division, headed up
by experienced advisor
Maxine Matthews, (pictured).

Wanted

Fundraiser

to join an excellent local organisation
and dynamic team
You will help secure grants and funds for our work, arrange
and manage fundraising events, liaise with donors and look
after PR etc.15 hours a week, flexible.
To include occasional evenings and weekends when required.
Salary £10 hour.
Closing Date: 17th July 2015
Email your CV and covering letter to
laura@keynshammencap.org.uk
0117 986 5659
Keynsham & District Mencap Society

Maxine said: “It is our job to
help
leaseholders
and
landlords with the smooth
running of their properties
and a huge part of this is
managing the health and
safety
requirements
to
ensure a property is safe."

Reg. Charity No.275561

Two women from East Bristol in completely different situations,
have found that their weight loss created careers that brought
them together to change the health profile of Bristol.

A

s a nation it is a scary fact that over 60% of people are overweight
or obese often starting from a young age, and we are seeing an
increase in weight-related diseases such as Diabetes.
Kate and Amy lost over 10 stone as members with Slimming World ,
before going on to become consultants over five years ago .
Kate says ‘Losing weight helped me in so many ways, not only for my
family’s health and confidence, but now for my career as well’
Kate was working full time with two young children, one of whom
was weaning when she started attending a Slimming World group
as a member, and found that the whole family, including the baby,
could enjoy the same meals. When a vacancy became available,
she decided to apply as she enjoyed the group so much, and was
successfully appointed as a Consultant. ‘Now I am self-employed and
building a real career for myself out of helping others, I love my job and
I know I am helping to change lives’.
Amy was working full time and had just started a new relationship
, she was also running a brownie unit but loved the idea of helping
others . Amy’s says ‘ i was working at the airport in a job that I’d been
in for over ten years , and all the enjoyment had gone so when the
opportunity to become a consultant was mentioned I knew I had to
find out more . I’m in a role I love now , where no two days are the
same , but knowing you’re making a difference is the best feeling in
the world , and the fact that I get paid for it is a real bonus :)
Kate and Amy who both run their own groups in Bristol, have found
that they have gone from strength to strength within their groups.

Kate says ‘Working just 15 hours a week, I am getting a fantastic
income and more importantly my job is working perfectly around my
two daughters and allowing me to enjoy quality time with my family’
She was initially concerned about taking the plunge into being selfemployed, but she needn’t have worried. ‘The support I have received
has been incredible, from the initial training, to the continual weekly
support its been absolutely fantastic to be truly valued as part of a
growing team. Not only do I truly love my work, but I can still pay my
bills’. Amy says ‘achieving slimming worlds gold award with my group
was an amazing feeling , but it doesn’t beat the weekly celebrations
when a member achieves an award it really is the best feeling in the
world .
Since becoming consultants both Kate and Amy have given up their
full time jobs to take on the exciting challenge of managing teams of
consultants within East Bristol. They are working hard together to try
and support more and more people to reach their weight loss dreams
and improve the health of Bristol. To do this, they are expanding the
number of consultants available to help those in need of support.
‘Our mission is to help as many people as possible get to their target
weight’ they both say.
If you are an existing or past member, and interested in a job that
ticks all the boxes, if you consider yourself to be warm, caring and
genuinely enjoy helping others, then a role as a Consultant might be
for you. We have upcoming opportunity events locally.
To find out more, please call Amy on
07786 652013 or text CAREER to the
same number and she will call you
back to discuss.

join our amazing team!
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MP apologises over Westminster
meeting mix-up
Last month saw one of the biggest lobbying events ever at
Westminster when the Climate Coalition organised a day of
action designed to inform MPs of the dangers of climate
change.
On 17th June, 9,000 people, from surfers to beekeepers and
even nuns, hit the headlines when they petitioned over 300
MPs ahead of December's UN Climate Change Conference in
Paris.

For Keynsham resident Tony Mitchell, things didn't quite work
out the way he had planned, however. Having made an
appointment for the following day to meet his constituency MP
Jacob Rees-Mogg, he found he had a wasted journey. Setting
off on the train for a 1pm meeting in the House, he spent an
hour waiting in the famous Lobby before having to abandon the
rendezvous and return to Paddington for his train. When he got
home to Keynsham, he found he had been sent an email by
one of Mr Rees-Mogg's staff at 11am, asking to put the meeting
time back an hour.
It appears that not only was there a breakdown in
communications with the MP's staff but also in the centuries-old
Parliamentary tradition of lobbying. Although Mr Mitchell had a
timed appointment, any constituent has the right to present
themselves in the Lobby at the Houses of Parliament and if the
MP is on site, he or she is obliged to meet with them.

Mr Rees-Mogg told The Week In: “It's very unfortunate and of
course I am sorry. I always do my best to meet people in the
House of Commons. It is an important democratic right and one
I encourage people to use.

"Normally, the Doorkeepers would have had to come and find
me but it was a very busy day and I was actually meeting other
constituents on the same lobby on that time."
Jacob Rees-Mogg has previously made no secret of his
scepticism over renewable energy and his support for the
controversial practice of fracking. At the Keynsham hustings in
April prior to this year's General Election, he told constituents
he was a fan of fracking, but not in North East Somerset.

St George

Troopers Hill assault
Police are seeking a woman who carried out an assault on
the path linking Lamb Hill to Troopers Hill on Friday 19th
June.

The assault on a dog walker understood to be in her 40s
took place around midday. The attacker is described as
being white, large and around 5ft 7in. She had short blonde
to mousy straight hair, spiked at the back, and was wearing
a yellow vest and blue denim shorts.
Contact the police by calling 101 or phone Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.
The Week in • Thursday 2nd July 2015

Tony Mitchell at Westminster
Mr Mitchell, a member of the Keynsham Community Energy
Group, said the meeting was not about trying to make the MP
change his mind but to make him aware of the sense of feeling
among the constituents he represents.

He told us: "Climate change is already affecting so many of the
things we care about, from our families to our food to our wildlife
and the world's future.
"I caught the train to try and meet our MP and urge him to press
the Government to do all it can to mitigate climate change and
support successful international action at the UN Climate
Conference.”

Badger concerns
at school
Saltford

Work will start at the end of this month to try to re-house a
badger sett from underneath buildings at Saltford C of E
Primary School.
B&NES Council engineers are concerned at the potential
for structural damage so a firm of contractors will start work
on creating a new home for the badgers some 30m away
from the school buildings.
It is hoped the badgers will be enticed to move to their new
home over a period of months and the area will remain
fenced off until the move has become established.
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MP keeps up the pressure over
law change
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has spoken again the
House of Commons in support of the Justice 4 Ross and
Clare campaign, calling on the new Secretary of State
Michael Gove to extend the maximum sentence for causing
death by dangerous driving.

Since the deaths of 34-year-old Ross Simons and his 30-yearold wife Clare in January 2013 his parents Edwin and Dawn,
from Longwell Green, and his sister Kelly Woodruff, from North
Common, have been campaigning, with the support of Mr
Skidmore, for tougher sentences for dangerous drivers.

Earlier this year the MP arranged for them to meet both the
Prime Minister and the then Justice Secretary Chris Grayling to
discuss their campaign.
Disqualified driver Nicholas Lovell, from West Street, Oldland
Common, was behind the wheel of a Citroen Picasso which he
was driving at speed when he killed the couple as they rode
their tandem bike along Hanham Road.
He had 69 previous convictions, 11 for dangerous driving. He
was given the maximum 14-year sentence for killing the couple
but with a guilty plea, this was reduced to 10 years and six
months. Due to early release conditions, he is expected to be a
free man in May 2018. The families' campaigning has already
brought about change, with the law amended last year so that
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Chris Grayling in Hanham earlier this year
disqualified drivers face longer jail sentences - from two years
to 10 years - for causing death by driving.

Speaking in the Commons last Tuesday Mr Skidmore said:
“The Prime Minister made a commitment to the families to
contact the then Justice Secretary to ensure that the
Government looked seriously at extending the maximum
sentence. Will the Secretary of State please look at this case
once more?

Responding on Mr Gove's behalf, the Minister for Prisons,
Probation and Rehabilitation, Andrew Selous, said: “We have
increased the maximum penalties for a number of driving
offences, and we are looking carefully at the recommendations
of the review announced by the previous Justice Secretary and
considering how best to take them forward in a proportionate
and consistent manner. We will report back to the House
shortly.”
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Have your say on park masterplan
Downend

King George V Park

Bromley Heath

Man suffers smoke
inhalation in house fire

A man was taken to hospital suffering from smoke inhalation
after a fire badly damaged a house in Rockland Road.

When crews arrived at the property on 20th June smoke
and flames were coming from the first floor and roof of the
property.
In total 12 firefighters in breathing apparatus used four
45mm jets and two high pressure hose reels to put out the
fire. The Aerial Rescue Pump (ARP) was also used to
remove roof tiles and for damping down.
It is believed the fire started accidentally in the bedroom.

South Gloucestershire Council is working with the Friends
of King George V Park & Badminton Road Playing Fields on
a long-term plan of improvements.
A consultation exercise is under way to help them decide what
to work on first. Funds would need to be raised for any
improvements.
Plans include more trees and plants, a maze, a mural on the
sports pavilion, more benches, a picnic area, cycle stands,
improve paths and entrances and making the play area fence
dog-proof.
The survey is on the council's website under the 'Consultation'
section. Alternatively contact Katherine Kearns on 01454
865877 if you need a paper copy.
The deadline for comments is 3rd August.

The Red Cross Fire and Emergency Support Service also
attended the scene.

Man charged with
robbery and assault
Kingswood

A man has been charged following the mugging of an elderly
couple on 2nd June.

Scott James, 32, of no fixed abode, appeared at North Avon
Magistrates' Court on Thursday morning charged with robbery
and common assault.
He was remanded in custody and is due at Bristol Crown Court
on 16th July.

An elderly couple were robbed in Southey Avenue on 2nd June
as they walked home after a shopping trip.
The Week in • Thursday 2nd July 2015
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Property News

Care home
recommended
for refusal
Downend

Plans for a 60-bed care home on a 1.5 acre site at Cleeve
Hill are being recommended for refusal.
Council officers say there is a shortfall of care home places
locally but they are unhappy with the proposed development on
the former Downend and Fishponds Tennis Club courts which
would also encompass part of the gardens of numbers 65 and
67 Cleeve Hill
They say the scale of the development is “excessive” and would
adversely affect the setting of No 67, which is locally listed.

They also say there is also is the potential for important
archaeological remains and possible burials beneath the
development site. Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council
has lodged objections as have more than 80 local residents.
Concerns raised have included overdevelopment, loss of green
open space, access onto busy Cleeve Hill, possible drainage
problems and inadequate parking facilities.

The applicants are Sycamore V Property Development Fund LP
& Noosa Development. A group of South Gloucestershire
councillors will inspect the site tomorrow (Friday). The tennis
club recently relocated to Common Mead Lane in Hambrook.

Hanham

Tennis Courts at Cleeve Hill

Six homes approved
Outline planning permission has been granted for six homes on
a former builder's yard site on one-way Lower Chapel Road.

South Gloucestershire Council approved the plans for four
three-bedroom homes and two flats, one one-bed, the other
two-bed. The site is next to No 16 and approval is subject to the
developers building a new footway at the front of the site. Each
unit will have two allocated parking spaces. Hanham Parish
Council had raised concerns over access in the narrow street
and a Lower Chapel Road resident said it was used as a rat run
and often blocked by lorries unloading goods for the shops and
pub on the High Street, while customers from the bank on the
corner already caused congestion.

Hanham

Concerns over
proposed manège

South Gloucestershire councillors will visit a Green Belt site
to the south of Abbots Road tomorrow (Friday) where there
are plans to build a riding arena enclosed by a fence.
Hanham Abbots Parish Council is concerned that access to
the manège involves crossing a public right of way and also
objects on the grounds of overdevelopment in the Green
Belt.

The applicant, Harriet Iles, has also applied for
retrospective planning permission to change the use of the
land from agriculture to the keeping of horses. The
unauthorised change of use dates back to 2009. Concerns
have been raised that the access to the site is on a bend.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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OUT & ABOUT

Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in July

Concerts and cream teas Summer fair
Holy Trinity Church in Kingswood will be the venue for concerts
followed by cream teas on Sunday afternoons during July.

On Sunday 5th it will be Dr John Marsh, director of music at the
Lord Mayor's Chapel, Bristol, and on the 12th recorder group
Silvento will perform.

On the 19th it is the turn of Tim Forder, director of music at St
Mary's Church, Shirehampton while on the 26th Richard
Morgan, organist at Holy Trinity, Stapleton and St Mary's,
Fishponds, will be giving a concert.
Admission to all the events, which start at 3pm, is free, with a
retiring collection taken in aid of the Holy Trinity Restoration
Fund.

Art exhibition and craft fair

St Barnabas' Church in Warmley will be hosting an exhibition of
works from local artists and craftspeople over the weekend of
18th & 19th July. Opening times are 10.30am to 7.30pm on
Saturday and 11.30am to 5pm on Sunday. For more information
and to find out about exhibiting call Nicola Eaton on 07971
775682 or email nicola.eaton3@gmail.com
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A summer fair with a variety of stalls and games will be held at
Courtney Primary School in Kingswood on Saturday 11th July
from 11am to 2pm.

Aye aye me hearties

There will be a Piratefest at Beacon Rise Primary School in
Kingswood on Saturday 4th July from midday.

Open day in St George

A special open day is taking place in and around St George on
Saturday 18th July when there's the chance to meet local
community groups. Visit Kensington Road from 11am to 4pm to
find out about the work of the residents' association, including
their successful application to improve the frontage of
Kensington House, the hostel for the homeless managed by St
Mungo's. The space is currently on show at the Hampton Court
Palace Flower Show and elements from the show garden with
plants will be donated afterwards.
Updates will be posted on the Facebook page and on the St
George in Bloom website at www.stgeorgeinbloom.org.uk
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Keynsham Music Festival
This weekend will see the culmination of the Keynsham Music
Festival. As we reported in last week's issue, a series of events
throughout the week reaches a high point on Friday evening
(3rd July) with Latin-soul trio Accustica at Grounded, drum and
bass at the football club, the summer choral concert at St
John's Church and the Adam Lent lecture in the Park Marquee.
Once the sun goes down, the evening concludes with
Footloose as this year's offering at the open air cinema.
Saturday (4th July) also sees some more innovations added to
the calendar. Events get under way with a display of vintage
and classic cars and an afternoon of folk and acoustic music in
the Park. There will also be displays of traditional dancing on
Market Walk and in the Park with Somerset Morris and a troop
from Berlin among the performers. Acts booked for the
Performance Tent throughout the afternoon include Cindy
Stratton and INU. Tradition ends the day though with the flag
waving atmosphere in the Marquee and Keynsham Orchestra's
Gala Concert.

events. The Keynsham Wombles will again be providing the
vital role of litter pickers behind the many thousands of visitors
expected during the day. They have their own stand which this
year has a sea theme. Not only can you dispose of your plastic
bottles, bags etc. in the special bins, but children will be able to
make sea creatures out of previously collected (and washed)
waste containers.
For up to date details visit www.keynshammusicfestival.co.uk

Sunday (5th July) sees the climax of the week, with four stages
plus dance area in the Memorial Park offering the most eclectic
mix of music so far. There's plenty going around the park to
entertain all ages during what is always the most popular of
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Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in July

Open weekend at
Poor Souls
Camerton Court Gardens retrospective
A record number of visitors attended the annual opening to the
public of the spectacular Camerton Court Gardens last July and
by kind permission of the Biggs family they will be open again
for 2015 from 2pm to 6pm on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th
July. The gardens are described as 'Somerset's Hidden Gem'
and consist of some 20 acres in total. Beautiful flower beds,
mixed borders and manicured lawns surround the main house
and there is also a Japanese garden, an Italian themed garden,
parkland, lakes, and a walled kitchen garden.
In the orangery will be a craft exhibition with items for purchase.
As in previous years there will be a plant sales stall and
Timsbury Art Group will be display their work.

Did you go to a concert in the 1960s featuring the local band The
Poor Souls (or,as they were sometimes mistitled in an apparent
imitation of the regional accent, “The Porr Souls”?
These lads from Bristol were regular performers throughout the
area in the late 1960s. One of their first gigs was at the Capri
coffee bar in Moravian Road, Kingswood where they were paid
£7 for the night. Later they went on to play at Bristol's Colston
Hall and supported nationally known bands, like the Moody
Blues, the Pretty Things and the Bonzo Dog Doodah Band.

Refreshments including homemade cake will be available in the
courtyard and at St Peter`s Church next to Camerton Court with
direct access from the gardens.

Admission is £5 per person with ample free car parking within
the gardens and a designated disabled area with wheelchairs
available if required. Dogs are not allowed. Directions to
Camerton Court will be signposted from the A367 Bath to
Radstock road and the B3115
from Bath to Timsbury.
All proceeds from the
weekend will be for St Peter's
Tower Fund.

The group's bassist, Ray Holmes, is now a volunteer at
Kingswood Heritage Museum, and the Museum has set up a
small exhibition to commemorate the band using Ray's
collection of memorabilia.
The picture shows the band in sultry pose against the backdrop
of Bristol's Cabot Tower in 1966. Ray is standing at the far left.

Kingswood Heritage Museum is open on Tuesdays, Saturdays
and Sundays from 2pm to 5pm, and on Bank Holiday weekends
(including Mondays) from 11am to 5pm. It is located in the
former Champion Brass Works, at Tower Lane, Warmley, BS30
8XT, just off Avon Ring Road (Cadbury Heath exit). Buses 42,
43 and 319 stop nearby.
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Gwyn honours
Reserves Day

During the build-up to last weekend's Armed Forces Day,
Wednesday 24th June was designated Reserves Day. This was
when military reservists were encouraged to wear their uniforms
to their normal place of work.
Keynsham solicitor Gwyn Pritchard holds the rank of
Midshipman in the Royal Navy Reserves, and is attached to
HMS Flying Fox in Bristol. He marked Reserves Day by turning
up at FDC Law on High Street in full uniform. He joined the firm
earlier this year specialising in wills, probate, estate planning
and powers of attorney but is also continuing officer training at
Britannia Royal Naval College in Dartmouth.

Gwyn Pritchard

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Crowds line the streets
for Armed Forces Day

Armed Forces Day was celebrated in South
Gloucestershire on Saturday with a parade through Staple
Hill to Page Park where a drumhead ceremony was held
(above).

Help for Heroes fundraiser Frankie Johns.

The service in the park was conducted by the Rev Teresa
Taylor.

Among those taking part in the march, which set off from the
Royal British Legion, were veterans, cadets, bands and the
Salvation Army, followed by military vehicles.
And among those marching was Filton & Staple Hill MP Jack
Lopresti (right), himself an Army veteran, who served with 29
Commando RA as a mobilised reservist for a year, and local
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Why Labour lost, by Jo McCarron
Kingswood

Jo McCarron, who stood for Labour in
Kingswood at May's General Election, has
spoken out about why the party lost locally and
nationally.
In a blog, Mrs McCarron, who became a wellknown name and face in the constituency, which
was a top target seat for her party, backs Andy
Burnham for the leadership of the party.
“Since that fateful night, there hasn't been a single
morning when I've woken up not considering what
went wrong,” she writes. “I have thought long and
hard about the thousands of conversations we had;
why our national messages didn't resonate and
what we need to differently to win in 2020.”

She said the Tories had done a good job of making
Andy Burnham in Kingswood last March with Jo and Reg Bennett
the election purely about the party leaders: “That's
why our first task is to ensure we elect a leader who
this category. They heard us attacking the rich, but were not
is able to connect with a wide range of voters and will cut
interested in this, they just wanted to know how we would
through the Tory spin. I've seen Andy in action and I know
help them. Now our task is set out to extinguish the myth
that people in the South West, from outside the Labour
that Labour stands for people who want something for
bubble, like and trust him. He has the charisma needed to
nothing.”
win a wide range of people over.”
She said he had come to Kingswood twice to meet with local
campaigners about the long-awaited minor injuries unit for
Cossham Hospital: “This is what we need from our new
leader - someone who will listen and act on the issues that
are most important to people.”

Read the article in full at jomccarron.blogspot.com

Mrs McCarron describes Kingswood as having a typical
"middle England" demography with a very high proportion of
classic swing voters: “Many people were originally feeling
the financial pinch, but later in the day the Tories had a bit of
luck with food, fuel and energy prices falling, plus interest
rates hadn't gone up, so people's financial circumstances
were not so bad that they were on their knees. Our cost of
living message was good, but it wasn't enough.
“There was a huge section of people who didn't feel Labour
was speaking to them. They heard us talking about the poor
and the vulnerable - but they didn't consider themselves in
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Questions still remain over
minor injuries service
Nine months after health chiefs
announced they were planning to pilot
a minor injuries service in GP surgeries
instead of opening a unit at
Kingswood's Cossham Hospital, they
say they are “still working through the
details”.
South Gloucestershire's Clinical Commissioning Group says it is discussing with
local GPs how the pilots will work and
whether they will involve staff from the
practices or from community services
provider.
The proposal is “to provide additional
resources in the form of nurse
practitioners with specific training in the
assessment and treatment of minor
injuries in a number of practices”.

Part of these pilots will be looking at how capacity at GP
practices cam be increased to provide same-day appointments
for urgent care. Routine appointments will not be affected.

The GP-led CCG stresses that a minor injuries unit has not
been ruled out and a decision will be made once the pilot
schemes have been assessed for “cost and clinical
effectiveness”. And it says it will “continue to take on board
feedback regarding the best way to provide urgent care
services in South Gloucestershire”.
Health chiefs have also stated there are no plans to close the
minor injuries unit at Yate. Last week Lib Dem councillors
highlighted concerns about the future of the unit.

Cllr Sue Hope said: “People are worried that the decision not to
go ahead with the MIU at Cossham, which was backed by the
Health Secretary, is that they're going to take away what we
already have. Can you imagine having to fight your way
through rush-hour traffic to get to Southmead Hospital, or taking
an hour long bus for an A&E visit, just because the local MIU
had been closed?
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"We've been clear all along that we want to see an expansion
of medical services at Yate, not a cutdown. We will fight to
protect the Yate Minor Injuries Unit, which saves people from
making a journey into the city for urgent medical treatments. It's
well used, and popular.”
This week Jo McCarron, Labour's Parliamentary candidate for
Kingswood at the General Election, who fought alongside
Cossham campaigners and attended meetings with the CCG,
said of the latest update on the CCG's website: “It doesn't really
tell us anything new since the pilot was first announced in
October 2014.
“The slowness and lack of clarity was the whole reason
residents and councillors wanted the decision to be called into
the Secretary of State in the hope he would intervene.

“Instead he just put the decision back into the hands of the CCG
who continue to stall and keep people waiting without any clear
plan for alternative local urgent healthcare.
“A Labour Government would have got things moving by now,
because we believe MIUs play an important part in taking
pressure off GPs and A&Es.”
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Dame Janet attends awards ceremony

A special event took place at Parkwall Primary School in
Cadbury Heath last Thursday evening to celebrate the first
graduations from Oldland Parish Council's Youth Academy.
The hall was beautifully decorated for the awards ceremony at
which Dame Janet Trotter, the Lord Lieutenant of
Gloucestershire, was guest of honour.

volunteer with the Academy.

Pictured here with some of the young graduates are, from left,
Dame Janet, parish development specialist Steve Skidmore,
project co-ordinator Emma Pullant and Cllr Ron Hardie,
chairman of the council.

The Academy was built on the results of a survey of the
aspirations of youngsters within the parish and has the support
of local schools.

Funding to get the Academy started came from the Big Lottery
and the parish council has funding from South Gloucestershire
Council to run more sessions based at the new Batch
community centre in Cadbury Heath.
The first project was for youngsters in Year 6 to help them with
the transition to secondary school.
The graduates were Isabelle Allen, Helena Bishop, Paige
Cornford, Roger Cromwell, Chloe Fear, Craig Harvie, Rory
Hooper, Chloe Hughes, Stanley Jenkinson, Sacha Rideout and
Holly Wells. Two older girls, Mia Horler and Amelia Ward,

Have your say

Healthwatch South Gloucestershire is holding an open
meeting about mental health and wellbeing on Thursday
16th July from 2pm to 4pm at Hanham Community Centre.
The group wants to hear what people think about wellbeing,
mental health and health and social care services - good or
bad.

The public, service users, service providers, commissioners
and voluntary and community groups are invited to attend.
For more information call 01454 543402 or email
info@healthwatchsouthglos.co.uk
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Café extension plans go on show
Willsbridge

Plans to extend the café in the barn at Willsbridge Mill were on
display for visitors to see on Saturday.

Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh's proposed £200,000
scheme also involves expanding the kitchen, relocating the
toilets, installing a glazed porch over the main entrance,
building a recycling store at the rear and putting in new
windows and door and new partitions. Insulation and work to
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the roof of the Grade II listed barn is also planned.

Once planning permission has been secured from the Mill's
owner, South Gloucestershire Council, WMCR, who are tenants
at will, plan to source funding and hope that building work can
start in early 2016.
The group also has hopes of creating a new car park accessed
from Willsbridge Hill.
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More drivers named Siston
Summer fete blessed
and shamed
with sunshine
More drivers have been named and shamed as part of Avon
& Somerset police's Operation Tonic road safety campaign.

In the fourth week of the campaign, 21 motorists have been
charged with drink-driving, including Jamie Sasa, 39, from
Hillfields, Liam James Payne, 24, from Mangotsfield, and
Svajunas Markevicieus, 38, from Hanham.

St Anne's Church held its annual summer fete in glorious
sunshine last Saturday although with other events taking
place in the area, the number of visitors was down.

So far no motorist has been charged for drug-driving,
although police have carried out more than 80 tests using
the 'drugalyser' equipment and are awaiting the results of
blood tests

The church was home to Dave's Country Mob who
entertained people with their free and easy music. Beautiful
flower displays decorated the ancient building which traces
its roots back to pre - Norman times.

Stalls strung along the village lane sold everything from
glassware to Alpaca wool items while in the village hall Anne
Woolcock played the piano while refreshments were served.
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35

Campaign highlights sky
lanterns danger
Avon Fire & Rescue Service has gained the support of
local authorities in a campaign to reduce the use of
Chinese style sky lanterns.

Chief Fire Officer Kevin Pearson wrote to the chief
executives of the four councils in the former Avon area,
urging increased controls both over their use on council land
and through the event licensing process.
The leaders of Avon Fire Authority also wrote to political
leaders of each council with the same request.
The paper lanterns are small hot air balloons, powered by a
flame suspended on a wire frame, and are increasingly
popular at events and celebrations. However, the Chief Fire
Officers Association (CFOA) is just one of the groups calling
for greater controls over their use.

In 2013 CCTV footage proved a sky lantern to be the cause
of a fire at a recycling plant in the West Midlands. More than
200 firefighters and 39 fire engines were deployed over
several days to tackle the blaze involving plastics and paper.
CFO Pearson said: “We share the view of CFOA and do not
endorse the use of sky lanterns due to the risks they pose.
The floating lanterns contain a naked flame which

Upton Cheyney

Fundraising sale

A table-top sale was held at Manor Farm on Saturday to
raise funds for restoration work at Upton Cheyney United
Reformed Church.

There was a good turnout and other organisations were
invited along selling items including jewellery, plants and
puzzles.
One of those attending was the Bristol branch of the
Huntington's Disease Association who took the opportunity
to advertise their Sizzling Summer Disco at Fry's Club and
Conference Centre in Keynsham on Saturday 18th July from
7.30pm. For tickets call 0782 682 9369.
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represents a significant fire risk to life and property when
they come down to earth.

“The fire at the Smethwick recycling plant in the West
Midlands in 2013 was caused by a single lantern but
required a huge amount of resources to extinguish and left
three firefighters injured.”

Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, South Gloucestershire
and North Somerset councils have written to AF&RS to
confirm they already have, or plan to introduce, bans on the
release of lanterns from council-owned land. A number have
also agreed to explore whether requests for event licences
could be refused if there is a planned release of the lanterns.
In addition to the fire risk, lanterns are also a cause of
concern to farmers who have previously called for them to
be banned following cases of livestock being injured or killed
from eating the metal parts accidentally chopped into animal
feed during harvest, or getting caught in wire frames that
have landed in fields.
CFO Pearson added: “I'm pleased that councils in our local
area recognise the risks posed by sky lanterns and are
taking active steps to limit their use. This is a positive step
and we will continue to work together to improve community
safety in this area.”
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Helping and healing
The Indigo Centre at Prospect House in Bridgeyate is a
holistic community centre working to provide help for
those in need.
Nikki Carter is the managing director and founder of the
centre, where therapies, treatments, counselling,
workshops, and fitness and wellbeing classes take place.

The centre also plays host to special events such as a
Psychic Growth & Life Enhancement Workshop on 25th
July.
It has links with organisations including South Glos Parents
and Carers, Bristol Autism Support and the Milestones

Warmley

Demolition plans lodged

The Cabot Learning Federation has notified South
Gloucestershire Council of its plans to knock down Blocks D
and E at the Grange School & Sports College to make way
for its new 360-pupil Digitech Studio School.

Trust, which supports people with learning disabilities,
mental health needs and dementia.

The Indigo Centre offers counselling and support for friends
and families of those living with dementia, learning
difficulties, grief, depression, ME, self-harm and domestic
violence.

Nikki is applying to businesses and organisations to raise
£10,000 to continue Indigo's support work - from building a
sensory room and seating/garden area to offering essential
services.

Call the centre on 0117 324 0939 or visit their Facebook
page.

Demolition work is expected to start at the beginning of
September. Digitech will specialise in hi-tech advanced
engineering and creative digital media and is expected to be
ready for occupation by autumn 2016. The school will open
in this coming September in temporary accommodation.
The Grange is scheduled to close in August 2017.
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Sign your name on a brick!
Keynsham

St Francis' Community Hall in Warwick Road will be holding an
open afternoon on Sunday 12th July from 2.30pm to 5.30pm so
people can see how building work is progressing and, if they
wish, write their name on one of the bricks being built into the
extension (£5 per brick).

Teacher's 'mop
chop' to help young
cancer patient
Hanham

Trainee primary school teacher Susan Coles had her long
tresses cut at the weekend to help a charity which makes
wigs for children who have lost their hair through cancer
treatment.
The 23-year-old's hair was
plaited and then chopped at
Hanham hair salon Joseph
Hannah. It will go to the
charity the Little Princess
Trust and Susan also raised
£100.

Although the name won't be visible once the build is finished,
you will know for ever afterwards that under the plaster and the
paint is your name!
Light refreshments will also be available.

The extension is due to be finished in mid-September, and will
include a new entrance ramp and lobby, toilet, accessible toilet,
kitchen with hatch through to the hall, a storage area and
meeting room above.

The work is being financed by a number of different funding
bodies, including some of the Section 106 money released
when Tesco was built.

Susan had been growing
her hair for a long time
especially for the cause.
She was inspired by a
friend at university who did
the same thing.
Susan, who has been
working at Christchurch
Primary School in Hanham,
is now sporting a bob which
she says will be much
easier to manage when she
goes travelling to Hong
Kong and Thailand this
summer.

Public Notices
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Abandoned sites help builders
to fast-track homes delivery
Regenerating under-used commercial sites and abandoned
private gardens has helped Helm Construction deliver
much-needed new homes to boost Bristol's housing stock.

The Bristol-based builders have managed to construct more
than 70 new homes over the past 12 months making good
use of derelict or semi-derelict sites.

Their latest project is at Cossham Street in Mangotsfield. In
addition to creating four new four-bedroom homes the firm
is refurbishing the existing Post Office.

Developer Dipesh Shah, of Universal Properties, said: “We
selected Helm Construction because of their outstanding
reputation for effectively regenerating sites and returning
disused garden plots to the public realm.
“When completed, these new homes will provide an ideal
home environment for families looking for a semi-rural
'village' location which remains very well connected to the
local and city centres.”

Helm Construction's chief executive Gary Sheppard said
garden sites were an excellent means of increasing the
city's housing stock.
“By regenerating under-utilised or overgrown sites, we are
helping to provide much-needed new homes for people
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without having to dig up greenfield sites around the city
boundaries,” he said.

“It is very satisfying to see these abandoned inner city sites
returned to community use. Residents are always pleased
to see these derelict sites cleared up properly.”

The Cossham Street project follows similar residential
projects in Peache Road, Downend, and on Muller Road.
For further information contact Helm Construction on 01454
634 020.
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Webbs redevelopment approved
Revised plans to redevelop the old Webbs of Warmley site
in the High Street have been approved.
A previous application for the site at No 14 was withdrawn
following concerns about the design and effect on highway
safety.

Remembering Jack

Each year family, friends and the wider community come
together to remember and celebrate the life of Saltford
teenager Jack Boulton.
The annual Jack's Day was held at Saltford Sports Club on
Friday 29th May with an evening of sporting fun and
fundraising in the aid of the charity Cardiac Risk in the
Young (CRY).

Jack Boulton

Since its formation in 1995, CRY
has been working to reduce the
frequency of young sudden
cardiac arrest. Unfortunately it's
still a saddening statistic that
every week in the UK, at least 12
young
people
die
from
undiagnosed heart conditions.
Jack's family and friends are
passionate about doing all they
can to help change this.

Jack was a young and talented sportsman who died at the
age of just 17 from an undiagnosed heart condition. Friends
and family have since been raising money and awareness
for the charity to highlight the need for support and help to
make a difference. Despite morning thunderstorms and
heavy showers, the sun was shining and the skies were blue
just in time for the evening event. Jack's female friends
kicked off the event at 6pm with their own football match. An
entertaining game for everyone, the match finished with a 31 to Boulton Wanderers. Their match was followed by a local
derby with Keynsham Cricket Club playing Saltford Football
Club. After a competitive battle, Keynsham Cricket Club
claimed victory with a 4-2 win.
Live music was enjoyed from the band Robert Paterson &
Guests and later in the evening from Axel Boy DJ.

During the evening money was raised through a cake sale,
T-shirt sale and the much-anticipated raffle and auction.
Local businesses showed their support with many donations
of fantastic prizes to be won on the evening. This event
raised over £1,400 on the evening and over £1,000 has
been raised on the event’s online sponsorship page.
Over the years, money raised by this event goes toward
heart screenings in Keynsham for young people to have
their hearts tested for any deficiencies. The Jack Boulton
Memorial Fund pays for free heart screening which is taking
place this weekend at Wellsway School. More information
can be found at http://www.testmyheart.org/
Rosa Sherwood
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But the developer came back with plans deemed acceptable by
South Gloucestershire Council in terms of improved access and
a design which respects the historic streetscene.

The scheme involves the partial demolition of the building plus
extensions to create two three-bed homes and a two-bed flat
above the shop. There will be parking for seven vehicles. The
landmark Webbs of Warmley sign will be retained.

Webbs left the High Street, where the bike company had traded
for more than a century, in 2013 and is now based at the
Jarretts site in Willsbridge.

How happy are you
with local road and
transport services?

People in South Gloucestershire, Bristol and B&NES are
being asked to give their views on local road and transport
services.

The results will be compared with other councils across
England, thanks to the National Highways and Transport
Public Satisfaction Survey.
In total 86 local authorities across the country have signed
up to the survey that will ask members of the public exactly
the same questions.
The questionnaire will go out to a minimum random sample
of residents and the closing date for their return is Friday
14th August.
A short URL link will be printed on the front of the
questionnaire so that residents can complete the survey
online if they prefer. The local and national results will then
be published in early October.

Mark King, Head of StreetCare and Transport at South Glos,
said: “Your views about our highways and transport services
are important to us and will provide us with a valuable insight
into how we are performing and which areas to prioritise, and
to improve.”
The survey, which is being run for the eighth year, is the
largest collaboration between local authorities offering the
opportunity to compare results, share in best practice and
identify further opportunities to work together.
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Directory & What’s On
Advertising

Building Services

Building Services

Carpet Cleaning

Caravans

Appliances

Carpentry

Secure Storage

Blinds

Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans
Classic Cars

Clock Repairs

Undercover & Outside hardstanding
with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access
KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540

call today for more information

Carpet Fitters

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
42

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Compost

Driveways

Electrical

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Computers / IT

Electrical

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

like this costs

Equestrian

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Furniture Makers

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

Dance Classes

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Garden Services

MINI DIGGER HIRE.
with driver. Ground works, drives,
garden clearance.
Tel: 07875 692 480
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Garden Services

Guttering Services

Home Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Pest Control

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
Locksmiths

Home Help

Hypnotherapy

Painting
& Decorating

Physiotherapy

Plastering

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Plumbers

Sewing Lessons

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Skip Hire

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

Podiatry

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

An advert like this
costs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Stair Repairs

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

Storage

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

TV & Aerials

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

An advert like this
costs
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The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Sign up for the Hot shots at
Active Triathlon Keynsham
Bowling Club
Triathlon

Bowls

Swimmers, runners and cyclists are being invited to take part
in the first community-based triathlon event to be staged in
Bradley Stoke at the end of next month.

The Active Triathlon is taking place on Sunday 30th of
August and is expected to attract participants from all over
South Gloucestershire. Held in partnership with South
Gloucestershire Council and Triathlon England, the Sprint
Triathlon event will cater for all abilities who want to be part
of this fast growing sport.

To get all of your eight woods closer to the jack than any of
your opposition's woods in a bowls game is a rarity - it is a
likened to a hole in one at golf or a 147 in snooker.

It consists of a 400 pool swim at Bradley Stoke Leisure
Centre, 18km cycle and 5km run. The cycle ride and run will
be held on closed roads along Bradley Stoke Way to ensure
the event is safe as well as fun.
To help people get in shape for the challenge, Active Leisure
is holding special training sessions at its leisure centres
including Kingswood, Downend and Longwell Green in the
run-up to the event.

The Triathlon is one of the highlights of Active Leisure's 10th
anniversary celebrations this year. It is being organised on a
voluntary basis and any profits earned as a result will be
reinvested into future events and other sport development
projects within the community.

The first wave of places has been taken up by existing Active
Total members and the second wave is now open to other
members of the public. There are 150 places in total open to
over-18s.

Visit http://theactivetriathlon.com/or call in at your local
Active leisure centre.
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However, members at Keynsham Bowling Club achieved
this twice within the space of four weeks. Cliff Springer,
Maureen Cavill, Derek Packer and Margaret Church were
the first to achieve this earlier in the season during a friendly
match at Wotton-under-Edge. Just four weeks later, during a
ladies' North Somerset League match against Long Ashton,
Jan Isles, Betty Perrin, Pam Rose and Lyn Pells did it again.
It's been a busy few weeks for the Memorial Park based club
with league and cup matches, as well as internal club
competitions taking place during the fine weather.

One of these, the Ray Percival Cup, has recently taken place
and the winning mixed triples team of Dick Ollis, Pam Rose
and Steve Chivers is pictured here, receiving the trophy from
Martin Moore, the club's competition secretary.
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