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More roadworks misery next month
Keynsham

Just when you thought the roadworks in Keynsham town
centre were coming to an end, B&NES Council has just
published a temporary road closure notice for three weeks,
starting on 13th July.
This is to allow for resurfacing work to be carried on three
stretches of road - Rock Road between Ashton Way and

In Issue 373 (28th May), local councillor Alan Hale wrote to
readers of The Week In advising that the current programme of
roadworks was due to be completed by the end of June. Enjoy
the two weeks of peace, then!

Temple Street; from the Post Office on High Street to the fire
station in Temple Street, and from Bath Hill from the park gates
to the junction with High Street.
Temporary traffic light controls and diversions will be in place
while each section is attended to and it is not expected that all
three areas will be restricted for the whole of the traffic
prohibition period.
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Recognise
this pair?

These two men are wanted by police in connection with the
theft of electronics from stores including Brislington.

On 15th April two men stole electronic goods from Maplin
Electronics on Brislington Retail Park as well as Maplin in
Bath and PC World at Weston Lock Retail Park.
One is black, bald and of medium build. He was wearing a
pink/red polo shirt with brown shorts and sunglasses on his
head.
The other man was white and stocky, with fair, short hair. He
was wearing a brown jacket, checked shirt and dark
trousers.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111 and quote reference EM179.
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Masterplan for new housing scheme
to go on show
Whitchurch

Initial plans for the redevelopment of the former
HorseWorld Visitor Centre off Staunton Lane will go on
show next month.
Members of the public will be invited to see the draft masterplan
for the project on Thursday 9th July at Whitchurch United
Reformed Church, Bristol Road, from 4pm to 8pm.

In 2013, equine charity HorseWorld came forward with
controversial plans for a new tourist attraction and arena,
funded through the redevelopment of the old visitor centre for
housing. With land falling within the Green Belt, planning
permission was refused by B&NES Council and the visitor
centre closed its doors in February of last year.

In an unfortunate twist of irony, at almost the same time,
B&NES agreed to remove the site, along with an adjacent
parcel of land from Green Belt protection and allocated it for up
to 200 new houses in order to satisfy the Government inspector
examining the council's Core Strategy.
Three separate developers have been appointed to prepare the
masterplan upon which the public will be invited to comment
next month. Bellway Homes will develop most of the former
HorseWorld Visitor Centre site while Barratt Homes owns the
adjacent land which has been allocated for housing. The
heritage buildings which formed the base of the old visitor
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Whitecroft Developments were responsible for the
Bath Hill School regeneration.

centre will be developed by local specialists Whitecroft
Developments.
The company has a reputation for transforming redundant
buildings and in recent years, developed Bath Hill School and
Temple Infants' School in Keynsham.

The public consultation is the first step in producing a
masterplan for the scheme which has to be agreed by B&NES
Council planners. Once that happens, each developer will
come forward with its own detailed planning application which
will need to conform to the masterplan and satisfy planners.
We understand that the draft masterplan proposals to go on
show at the public event will include three access points
(Staunton Lane, Sleep Lane and Queen Charlton Lane), a new
village green, wildlife corridors and attenuation ponds to
manage surface water.
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Petition launched as travellers return
Siston

After last summer's lengthy illegal occupation of
common land near Siston Park, a convoy of travellers
parked up on open space nearby on 15th June.
They would have been unable to get on to the land that was
occupied last year because after the final group of 26 units
were evicted in August, South Gloucestershire Council
installed a line of bollards. A ditch and bund were also
created, while a bank was extended to prevent vehicles
driving on to the open space.
At the time concern was voiced that other common land in
the parish was still wide open to the risk of encroachment
from the traveller community (see picture below).
This time travellers have moved on to common land
opposite the Horseshoe pub, just off the Anchor
Road/Station Road roundabout. In recent weeks there have
also been travellers on Bridgeyate Common and at Chesley
Hill, who moved on after a few days.

This latest camp is near the home of Cllr John Hopes,
chairman of Siston Parish Council who was at the forefront
of the campaign to get them evicted last year.

He said the travellers drove on to the land at 7.15pm on
Monday. The area is just a few yards from homes, bus
stops, the dramway footpath and the Felicity Park children's
play area.
Cllr Hopes said: “Wherever travellers trespass on common
land within Siston parish they are within a very short
distance of homes, posing a threat by their presence and
reputed behaviour. We trust this is not the start of another
disastrous summer.”

Local people said they felt intimated by the almost
permanent occupation of land last summer, which meant
children could not play there. Each time a group of travellers
left, piles of rubbish had to be cleared by South
Gloucestershire Council and one night the fire service was
called after a bonfire got out of control.
There were also reports of travellers parking in front of
residents' homes in the middle of the night with vehicle lights
glaring and horns blaring.

Cllr Ian Adams, who represents Siston on South Glos
Council, said after what had happened in 2014, local people
were intolerant of the arrival of travellers again in the
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community.

A petition has been set up by parishioner Marcia Taylor
calling for action by South Gloucestershire Council “to
reverse the years of neglect” to the commons and for the
authority to recognise they are a valuable asset and should
be cared for and protected.
The petition says that shrubs and bushes have been
allowed to grow out of control and that streams contain
rubbish and pollutants, while original drainage ditches and
bunds have not been cleared, leading to flooding issues.

It says there is a lack of enforcement or suitable controls to
prevent trespass from happening.
The petition, which can be found on the council's website,
also calls for roadside grass cutting for better visibility at
junctions.
Meanwhile John Malone, manager of the Corporate
Traveller Unit at South Gloucestershire Council has been to
inspect the site of five caravans and associated vehicles that
arrived last week and the group has been issued with black
bags although by the weekend residents were complaining
that rubbish was scattered over the common.

The council's legal department says the travellers appear to
have accessed the land without causing any criminal
damage. Under the unauthorised encampment procedure, a
Section 77 direction was being prepared last week requiring
them to leave although they were still there as went to print
this week.

Last year Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore raised with the
Government the need to ensure that at both a local and
national level, common land is not left vulnerable to illegal
camps.
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How new studio school will look
Warmley

This is how the new Digitech Studio School being built
in the grounds of the Grange in Tower Road North will
look.
The Cabot Learning Federation, which will run the new
school, held a public exhibition last Thursday for people to
see the design plans and find out more about the project
which will be run by contractor ISG.

buildings that would cost millions to put right.

Pupils currently in Years 9, 10 and 11 at the Grange can
complete their studies up to GCSE at the school if they
want. Those in Years 7 and 8 will have to move by
September 2016.

The exhibition was held at the King's Oak Academy in
Kingswood, another school run by the Federation.
A planning application is due to be submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council by the end of June.
Digitech will open in September of this year in one of the old
Grange blocks as the new building won't be ready until
autumn 2016.

The school, funded by the Government, will provide free
education for up to 360 students aged 14 to 19 and will
specialise in hi-tech advanced engineering and creative
digital media, taught alongside a core curriculum.
Leading local employers will offer specialist learning and
work experiences.
The council voted in March to close the Grange Schools &
Sports College in August 2017. It has been struggling with
falling student numbers and has a surplus of some 600
places, as well as a backlog of work on its run-down

Cream teas
Bitton

On Sundays during July and August cream teas will be
served at St Mary's Church between 3pm and 5pm.
Everyone is welcome.
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Why are double-deckers still going
under low bridge?
Willsbridge

Some readers have pointed out that double-deckers are
still going under the railway bridge at Willsbridge,
despite the new mandatory height restriction which has
led to the re-routing of the 42 service.
The spotlight has been on the bridge since the 14ft 3in
advice signs were changed to warning ones. Anyone driving
a vehicle over 14ft 3in under the bridge is liable to be
prosecuted by the police.

In March, First controversially changed the route of the 42
(Keynsham-Kingswood-Bristol) via Kenilworth Drive, Cherry
Garden Lane and Oakleigh Gardens but was forced to
rethink after residents complained about more than 80
buses a day going past their homes, often with only a
handful of people on board.

It has been consulting on new plans to terminate the 42 at
Cherry Gardens and to instead run the 17A Keynsham to
Southmead Hospital service through the estate.

He said that although the Wellsway service is a singledecker, a double-decker may sometimes be used for the
John Cabot service.

Both the 37 (Bath to Bristol via Bitton) and the 319 (Bath to
Cribbs Causeway) services on occasion use double-deck
vehicles which pass under the railway bridge.

He told us he was not aware of the new mandatory height
on the bridge. “I appreciate you telling us as the council has
not,” he said. “We will be asking them why.”

A First spokesman said: “At our Bath depot we have a
limited number of double-deck vehicles which are actually
shorter than the rest of the double-deckers in Bath and in
Bristol. These vehicles are actually just under 14ft 3in which
means they will legally fit under the bridge. The vast majority
of our double-deck vehicles though are 14ft 5in.”

Abus runs the 441 which is the Oldfield School bus. A
spokesman said its double-deckers were not over 14ft 3in
so could pass legally under the bridge.

Last week we revealed that the bridge, which carries the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path and the heritage steam railway,
will close for up to two months early next year for girder
repairs after it was hit by a vehicle that ignored the height
restriction.

Steve Tarr, private hire manager at South Gloucestershire
Bus & Coach, runs school services including the John Cabot
and Wellsway school buses which go under the bridge.

Sudoku

1-Easy
7 2
9 3 1
4
5 8
4
6 1
5
4 6
9 6
8
7
7
9
8
3
7 4
2
9
3
3
5
1
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2 -Hard
2

1 7
2
3
2 8
9 5
3 4
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Sunday 28th June

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

3
5 1 3
1 6
5
6
8

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
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7
9

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)
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Letters

Congratulations Erica

Dear Stephen,
May I take an early opportunity to
congratulate Cllr Erica Williams on her
appointment as Chairman of South
Gloucestershire Council (Issue 375 11th June). This is good news for all
concerned as this lady is hard working,
diligent and has the ability to think on her
feet.

Most of her work goes on behind the
scenes as I witnessed when she and I
were instrumental in setting up the
Oldland branch of Contact the Elderly.
True to form, besides helping to get the
project up and running, Erica was the
first hostess and made sure that eight
nervous pensioners had a thoroughly
enjoyable day.
Erica has also had a big hand in the
setting of the Batch in Cadbury Heath as
well as carrying out her civic duties as a
councillor, so this latest appointment can
be interpreted as recognition of all the
hard work put in by this dedicated public
servant.
Bob Danaher
Oldland Common

10

Litter problem

Dear Stephen,
Can I please through your publication
make a request to the residents of
Oldland Common, both parents and
young people?
The hard-working people of the football
club are fighting a losing battle with the
amount of litter left around the field on a
daily basis. I have myself filled up carrier
bags full of plastic bottles, drink cans
and takeaway food wrapping. Rubbish in
the play area has included glass bottles
and small gas canisters and if the bottles
get broken, it is a danger to the
youngsters on the play equipment,
youngsters playing football and people
exercising their dogs. Wildlife could also
choke on the litter left.
I know Martin, the chairman, and
members of Oldland Abbotonians
Football Club are working really hard to
keep the area tidy. If you are a parent or
youngster
reading
this,
please
remember it is a facility for everyone to
enjoy and it takes a second to put it in
the bin and keep the area tidy for all to
enjoy.
Nick Gould
Oldland Common

Eliminate the negative

Dear Stephen,
When I wrote to The Week in in
response to John Howlett's negative
comments about Keynsham, saying I
prefer a more positive approach, he
responded (The Week in 18th June) by
saying “That's passion Andy, not
negativity!”
Here are some quotes. He refers to the
new Civic Centre as ”this blot on the
landscape”. On the new build, he says:
“what we have is an overbearing, out of

character, extremely ugly group of office
blocks.”
And he says: “When Keynsham High
Street should be growing, it is in fact
dying.”
These comments are pretty negative to
me, John, maybe it's a passion for the
negative?
Andy Wait

Concert raised £775

Dear Sir,
Following our advertisement in Issue
375 in relation to our annual charity
concert held at Hanham United
Reformed Church, the ladies of the choir
are pleased to announce that the
concert raised £775 which is to be
presented to the chairman of the Bristol
Area Kidney Patients' Association.
Our thanks to all who attended and
donated towards the wonderful work
they do.
Eileen Andrews, Chairman

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest. We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced. Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,

e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Letters

Justice for Keynsham and
District Dial-a-Ride

Dear Editor,
Dial-a-Ride is a door-to-door minibus
service for those who cannot use
conventional public transport. People
use this service for shopping, attending
appointments, visiting friends. It helps
people take an active part in community
life who would otherwise struggle.
Passengers pay every trip but B&NES
Council contributes a subsidy to help the
community transport scheme provide
vehicles and cover their costs. The
average subsidy per passenger journey
for Keynsham and District Dial-a-Ride
(KDDAR) is only £2.93 compared with a
staggering £6.32 for the Midsomer
Norton and Radstock Dial-a-Ride. The
subsidy in Bath is £3.64. These figures
are for April-September 2014.
Keynsham and District Dial-a-Ride
provides an excellent service over eight
hours of each working day. It serves not
only urban Keynsham but also a large
rural area covering villages such as
Pensford and Timsbury. The subsidy
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from B&NES is based on historic
allocations updated for inflation. The
imbalance in subsidy between the Diala-Ride schemes is marked and KDDAR
is losing out. This issue has been long
overlooked by B&NES administrations of
all colours and a review is overdue.
Keynsham and District Dial-a-Ride
needs fair funding now.
B&NES Council has argued that, in the
year 2013-2014 for example, the 1,100
clients of KDDAR took 22 journeys per
user on average whereas the 450 clients
of the Midsomer and Norton Dial-a-Ride
took 35 journeys per user, thus
indicating a greater reliance on Dial-aRide provision in the Midsomer Norton,
Radstock and rural areas. This statistical
comparison is nonsense. It suggests
that it does not matter how few clients
the Midsomer Norton Dial-a-Ride has
relatively it will always trump Keynsham
and District if those fewer clients use a
higher average number of journeys.
What incentive is that to expand the
service to more customers?
We call for a fundamental review of how
B&NES Council calculates the subsidy
per passenger journey for community
transport in the B&NES area.
Duncan Hounsell & Andy Wait

Keynsham
Democrats
Saltford

and

Saltford

Liberal

Simply Opera

Dear Sir,
What a joy it was to hear the delightful
music and lyrics of Gilbert & Sullivan's
'The Mikado' filling the parish church in
Keynsham on Saturday last.
A talented group of singers known as
'Simply Opera' gave a great concert
performance of the operetta to a
welcoming audience.
A wonderful
collection of voices gave a well
measured performance with good
characterisation, making it a memorable
occasion. I particularly mention Harry
Benfield as Ko-Ko who really lived his
part, ably assisted by the gentlemen and
ladies of the group.
It is great to see a group of young
singers giving voice to an operetta first
performed in 1885 and the audience that
evening demonstrated there is still an
interest in the music of Gilbert and
Sullivan, especially when performed to
this standard. Natalie Morton on the
pianoforte, made light work of the difficult
score.
Bob Porton
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Old tin sales pay for tools to Africa
Warmley-based charity Tools for Self Reliance has
discovered a novel way of raising money for its work selling old biscuit and tobacco tins on eBay.
The group, based at the Kingswood Heritage Museum in Tower
Lane, collects old tools and sewing machines, refurbishes them
and transports them, via the charity's headquarters in
Hampshire, to partners in Africa who train local people and
distribute the kits. In the last four years they have completed six
projects and sent 92 kits of tools.

Shelley Wright
with some of the
tins for sale

Tracey Morris, the project coordinator for the region, said:
“People donate the tools for us to refurbish and send to the
charity's partners in Africa, but we have to raise the funds to
cover the shipping costs and to train the recipients to use the
tools too.”
Part of this money comes from selling old tins on the online
auction site. The tins are donated along with the tools, and after
a quick clean are listed for sale.
Shelley Wright is the eBayer who sells the tins. She said: 'Most
of the tins we sell fetch under £5, many only 99p, but every now
and then we find a tin which is really sought after. It has taken
a long time but we have recently reached £3,000 of tins sales.”

Each kit costs about £40 to ship to Africa, so the old tins have
paid for 75 kits to be sent to artisans in some of the world's
poorest countries.
If you have any old tins, of any kind, in any condition, or tools,

sewing machines, or haberdashery, you can take them along to
the Kingswood Heritage Museum on any Tuesday, or contact
Rod Stone on 0117 937 3102 and he will arrange to have them
collected.

Crossword
1

2

3

ACROSS

4

7

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13
14

15

16

17

18

19
20

21

23

12

24

Across
7 Rely on (6)

22

7 Rely on (6)
8 Posted (6)
9 Potato (4)
10 Found at the start of a book (8)
11 Lark about (7)
13 Mythical creature (5)
15 A piece of written work (5)
17 Distinguishing flavours in the mouth (7)
20 To water (8)
21 Anger (4)
23 Strange person (6)
24 Constructed in rows (6)
Down
1 Shed a tear (4)
2 Ancient management system (6)
3 Imposing building or monument (7)
4 Hard grey-black mineral (5)
5 US territory in the Pacific Ocean (6)
6 Species of turtle (8)
12 Sunday newspaper (8)
14 Artist's tool (7)
16 Enclosure for birds (6)
18 Eastern European country (6)
19 Pork product (5)
22 Joy (4)

Down
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1 Shed a tear (4)

Thursday 25th June 2015

Thumbs up for South Glos libraries
South Gloucestershire's libraries have been given a
resounding vote of confidence by their users.
A survey conducted earlier this year has revealed that 97%
of customers found the service either 'very good' or 'good'
while 99% said they would recommend it. Among customer
comments collected alongside the statistical data, the
quality of library staff and wide range of facilities available
were the most frequently used.

The library survey was carried out in February of 3,880 adult
users aged 16 and over. Library staff use the results from
these surveys to improve services. Following the previous
survey in November 2011, free Wi-Fi was introduced and
the PCs replaced. Charges to teenagers for reserving books
were also removed following a survey of young people.

This year's survey also concluded that over 70 per cent of
those using library computers or accessing the free Wi-Fi
said they were doing so for study, work and job-seeking or
to access online library services.

Commenting on the results Cllr Heather Goddard, the chair
of the Communities Committee, said: “This is a really great
endorsement of South Gloucestershire Council's library
service and the fantastic work of all of the staff who make a
visit to the library so valuable.”
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Kingswood Library

Meanwhile, the three-month consultation period over the
future of Bristol City Council libraries ends next week (30th
June). Mayor George Ferguson announced in March that
there would be no closures before 2016 but in an attempt to
make budget savings, a number of libraries had been
earmarked for closure.

Among them is Wick Road Library in Brislington where
residents have been engaged in a campaign to save it.
You can complete the questionnaire online at
www.bristol.gov.uk and click on 'Libraries for the Future.'
You can also support the campaign at
www.facebook.com/savewickroadlibrary
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Chance to try exciting river sport
Saltford

People are being invited to take part in dragon boat racing on
the River Avon on Sunday 5th July.

Teams of 10 or 16 will be competing in the event which will raise
money towards the cost of sending four members of the Bristol
Empire Dragons to Canada in August to take part in the 12th
World Nations Championships.

Lee Curtis, 15, from Saltford, a pupil at Wellsway School, will be
racing with the under-18s squad along with fellow Bristol
Dragons Alan and Will Rooks, from Somerset, while Steve
Francis, from Bath, will race with the Grand Dragons.
The fundraiser on the 5th is at Saltford Rowing Centre at
9.30am for a 10am start. No experience is necessary and
tuition will be given. Each team will get to take part in at least
four short races. The entry fee is £10 per person and if you can't
make up a team, the organisers will add you to a mixed team.

There will be a barbecue and refreshments available and
presentations at the end of the day at the Riverside Inn. To book
your team contact Tina Curtis on 01225 874027 or email
tina.curtis@virgin.net
Dragon boat racing is not an Olympic sport so the team cannot
access funds from the lottery or Sport England.

Choral treats
Kingswood

Lovers of choral music will enjoy two forthcoming events at
Holy Trinity Church.

This Saturday (27th June) there is a concert of popular
music from the St George Singers. The programme
includes Zadok the Priest by Handel, Jerusalem and the
Hallelujah Chorus.
The concert is free but there is a retiring collection in aid of
the Great Western Air Ambulance Fund.

On the following Saturday (4th July) the Unity Singers take
to the stage. The first half of their concert will be given over
to Joseph Horovitz's Summer Sunday while the second half
will be a mixed bag of music with something for all tastes.
There is ample free car parking next to the church.
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Warmley Flower Show

Warmley Flower Show is to take place at the Community Centre
on Saturday 1st August. Doors open to the public at 2.00pm
and the official opening by Rev Jeremy Andrew, Vicar of St
Barnabas' Church, will be at 2.30pm.
There will be a presentation from Siston Parish Council of the
Certificate for the Best Allotment.

Schedules are available from Warmley Post Office, the
Community Centre, Warmley Ideal Chemist, Kingswood Library
and Emersons Green Library.
Admission is £1.00 for adults and 75p for senior citizens.
Children under 16 years are free.
Refreshments, stalls, licensed bar and a children's corner will be
available and this year the charities supported by the Flower
Show are 'Time 4 Carers' and 'Longwell Green Stroke
Association.'
For more information call 0117 9674282.
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Situations Vacant

Cadbury Heath Jobs Fair

Kingswood MP Chris Skdimore's 11th Jobs Fair takes place next Friday (3rd July) at the Batch Community
Centre in Cadbury Heath (2pm-4pm)
The following employers are signed up to attend:
Home Base

N-gaged

Sainsburys

Buildbase Builders Merchants

Merlin

Learn Direct

TSB Bank

South Glos Council
Swis Foster Care
CDL Recruitment
Job Centre

Marshfield Bakery
Sky Television
Army

Airbus

Juice Jobs Club

Carewatch care services
KTS training

South Glos and Stroud College
Suited and Booted

Avon and Somerset police

Avon

NISBETs

Randstead- warehouse recruiter
BRC and Class recruitment
Virgin

PLUSS training provider

ASDA

Mr Skidmore said: "It will be fantastic to hold this 11th Jobs Fair in an entirely new venue, the Batch, which I know will help to serve
Cadbury Heath well. The latest figures out last week show unemployment in the Kingswood area now down to 609, compared to
1320 in May 2010, which goes to show the hard work that Kingswood Jobs Centre and local employers have put in helping local
people find work. If you are a local business and are looking to recruit, please do let me know as we would love to get you involved
with the Jobs Fairs and get recruiting from the local community!"

The last Jobs Fair at Emersons Green.
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Part conversion of
pub to student flats
Staple Hill

Plans to turn part of the Portcullis into student flats have been
lodged with South Gloucestershire Council.
Punch Partnerships wants to convert the discussed function
room and skittle alley at the High Street pub into six selfcontained flats. The existing pub and beer garden will remain.
The application states that despite regular advertising, the
function room was used only once last year for a wedding and
twice in 2013. There are other function venues nearby.

There are five skittles teams associated with the Portcullis but
the application says there are five other local skittle alleys within
600 metres, including the Red Lion, Royal British Legion and
Downend Tavern.
The application number is PK15/2238/F and comments must be
submitted to the council by 10th July.

Book Buddies
Keynsham

Age UK B&NES is starting a new book club called Book Buddies
which will meet for the first time at Keynsham Library on
Tuesday 30th June at 10am. It will then meet monthly.
The group is aimed at men and women. At the first session they
will decide on what type of books they would like to read and it
is hoped that a six-month programme will be put together so
people know what they will be reading and when.

It will be run by Age UK volunteer Cheryl Thomas, with support
from Karen Alvey, of Libraries West. Attendees will be asked to
give a £3 voluntary donation at each session.
Please book your place at the first session by calling Ketyn
Jepson or Kate Tate at Age UK B&NES on 01225 484510.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Council unveils proposal for
£5m solar energy park in the
Green Belt at Pucklechurch
South Gloucestershire Council is “investigating the
potential” of building a £5m solar energy scheme on 34
acres of Green Belt land near the M4 at Pucklechurch.
It has secured a grid connection offer from Western Power
which would allow it to build the 5MW scheme to produce
enough renewable electricity to supply the equivalent of that
used by 81% of all homes in the village.

It would be at Leigh Farm, one of the council's tenanted
smallholdings, in two fields to the north of the M4, next to
Westerleigh Road, right.

The scheme, for which there would be financial support from
the Government, would be about the same size as the one
recently given consent in the Green Belt at Hinton. The plans
for that solar farm divided opinion locally but councillors agreed
with the officers that the benefits of the scheme outweighed the
harm to the Green Belt.
Banks of solar PV panels would be mounted on a structure
fixed to the ground and connected to inverters and transformers
linked to the grid. Cables would be taken from the farm to plug
into the local electricity network at Wapley substation.

The council says it wants to develop this scheme to increase
the generation of renewable energy, reduce carbon emissions,
increase energy security and generate income for the council
and the community.
The Pucklechurch Parish Plan also includes an ambition to
develop a renewable energy project in the area.

The plans were on display at the Pucklechurch Revel on
Saturday and people are invited to attend a drop-in session on
the potential project on Tuesday 30th June from 3pm to 7.30pm
at Pucklechurch Community Centre.

Rob Webbon, an environment and climate change officer with
the council, said there had been interest in the scheme at the
Revel although some people were concerned about the Green
Belt issue. He stressed that the council wanted to hear views on
the proposals before deciding whether to submit a planning
application for this project.
Some people also queried whether construction work currently
being carried out at Leigh Farm, above, had anything to do with
the proposal but those works are being carried out by the
highways department as the road is prone to flooding. A new
open ditch is being dug.

The council is inviting comments until 15th July. If it decides to
proceed to a planning application, people will be formally invited
to comment in the usual way, probably in the autumn.
Find out more under the Consultation section on the council's
website.
18
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Longwell Green

Keiran goes the extra mile

Keiran Maloney, 14, has raised over £350 for the United Church
on Bath Road by swimming 67 lengths of a swimming pool, the
equivalent of one mile.

The Colston's School pupil undertook the challenge as part of
his community service for the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
and is pictured here, handing over the cheque during a recent
Early Bird service at the church.

Work starts on
historic bridge
Keynsham

Work has started to repair Cook Steel Mill bridge at Dapps Hill.
The 17th century stone bridge, which lies within the
conservation area and features on the English Heritage list of
structures under threat, has been showing signs of erosion.

The bridge carries little vehicular traffic but is a well-used
pedestrian way for children who attend Wellsway School living
west of the river and for adults who walk into town from the
upper Wellsway area.
The work will involve repairs to arch rings, spandrel walls and
cut waters. Some delays have been experienced due to bat
surveys and consultations with English Heritage.

Questions remain about
minor injuries service

A week after Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt backed local
health chiefs' decision to trial a minor injuries service in GP
surgeries instead of opening the long-awaited unit at
Cossham Hospital, their latest prospectus has gone online.
The GP-led South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
Group highlights its successes, future plans and challenges and
lists among its priorities for 2015/16 “further reviewing and
developing our plans for community based minor injuries
services”.

In January South Gloucestershire's Public Health & Health
Scrutiny Committee wrote to Mr Hunt to say the promised minor
injuries unit was still not up and running, two years after the
refurbished hospital opened, and they feared the alternative
proposal for a minor injuries service would result in “inadequate
provision”.

They and Cossham campaigners were concerned about the
lack of any information, such as at which GP surgeries, what
specific services would be provided, whether there would be
parking spaces for patients, if an appointment would be needed
and whether patients would be able to attend out of normal
surgery hours.
The CCG halted its plans to await Mr Hunt's decision and on
11th June he announced that he had accepted the
recommendation of his independent advisers although he
understood people's “apprehension” at the lack of information
coming from the CCG.

The matter will be debated at the next meeting of the Public
Health & Health Scrutiny Committee which will is at Kingswood
Civic Centre on Wednesday 8th July at 10am.
Read the prospectus online at http://ow.ly/Oudmi
The Week in • Thursday 25th June 2015
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Railway talk
Kingswood

At their last meeting Kingswood History Society heard
an interesting talk about the Clifton Rocks Railway,
which linked Clifton at its upper terminal to Hotwells at
the bottom of the Avon Gorge in a tunnel cut through
the limestone cliffs.
Members learned its history from the proposal stage in
1890 up to its closure 40 years later and the role it played
as a shelter during the Second World War.
They also heard of the continuing work of the society
formed to restore and operate the railway as a sustainable
visitor attraction.

The railway will be opened to the public on 12th and 13th
September as part of Bristol Open Doors from 10am to
4pm.
At their next meeting on 7th July the society will hear the
story of the Elizabeth Shaw Greenbank chocolate factory
from 1881 to 2006.

The society meets on the first Tuesday of each month at
7.30pm in Room 4 at the Park Centre, Kingswood High
Street. Anyone interested in joining us should visit the
website www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org or just come
along to the meetings.

Government policies

Far from protecting the Green Belt, recent figures have
shown that during the last Government's tenure, planning
permissions to build houses on Green Belt sites saw a
more than five-fold increase.
In 2009/10, 2,258 homes were approved. By 2013/14, that
figure rose to 5,607 and last year, it more than doubled to
11,977. These figures were obtained by construction industry
analyst Glenigan for a recent BBC Radio 4 broadcast 'File on
Four'.
In 2010, Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore was elected on the
back of a vigorous campaign against the Labour Party's
Regional Spatial Strategy which threatened large areas of the
Green Belt to the east of Kingswood. In the run-up to this year's
election, he once again put himself forward as the protector of
the Green Belt, claiming the Labour Party still harboured plans
to build more houses around Bristol despite Green Belt
protection. He was aided and abetted by the then Communities
Minister Eric Pickles, the man who actually abolished the
Regional Spatial Strategy.

In November last year Mr Pickles visited land off Barry Road in
Oldland Common which was subject to a speculative application
for housing in 2009. Then in April this year, he joined the

The cost is £2.50 per visit including tea/coffee and biscuits.
Annual subscription is £20.

Conservative election campaign in Longwell Green at the site off
Williams Close, which had similarly been earmarked by
developers for around 100 new homes.
At that time he claimed that the Green Belt was actually larger
than in 1997 and the previous year had seen the lowest level of
development on the Green Belt since records began. He told
reporters: "The Green Belt continues to provide a vital
safeguard for our countryside against urban sprawl, and
Conservatives will protect it.

“Only Conservatives will protect the important green lung
around our towns and cities; and we will extend neighbourhood
planning to allow local people to have more control where new
homes should and shouldn't go.”
Not only did those figures fly in the face of the new evidence
obtained by the BBC, they were at odds with the views of the
Campaign for the Protection of Rural England and locally, the
20
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have failed to protect the Green Belt
Hanham Green Belt Conservation Society. In our Issue 368 23rd April - we reported the society as warning it needed to be
vigilant and pro-active in protecting the Green Belt, regardless
of which party was in government after the election.
Most of the criticism appears to surround the legislation
introduced by the Coalition Government to replace the Regional
Spatial Strategy. While the 2012 National Planning Policy
Framework does give local authorities more say over planning
decisions in the Green Belt, it also enshrines a presumption in
favour of development.
When Eric Pickles visited Oldland Common last November he
told The Week In: "The new National Planning Policy
Framework ensures that the Green Belt will only be built on in
exceptional circumstances and a shortage of houses cannot be
the only reason."
Planning and Housing Minister Brandon Lewis also came to
Oldland Common last November when he spoke to local people
about issues including the Green Belt and was shown the site
off Barry Road where developers had tried and failed to build
450 homes.

He told the BBC programme much the same as Mr Pickles:
"Green Belt is something that has been there to give a strategic
protection to those green lungs. We have outlined what local
areas need to do if they want to go through a review of their
Green Belt.

"It is very much a matter of those local authorities. They are the
best placed people locally, democratically accountable locally,
to decide where is the right location for any development."
Despite those words of encouragement, it is clear from the
figures that something is not working. Last year, despite
widespread objections and refusal by B&NES Council planners,
a scheme for 100 houses in the Green Belt at Saltford had to

Housing Minister Brandon Lewis with Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore
be called in by Mr Pickles, at the request of local MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg, before it was finally rejected.
Although not in the Green Belt, only last week a firm of
developers won a planning appeal to build 100 homes at
Charfield, despite having had permission refused by South
Gloucestershire Council. The site lies in a designated Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and is not allocated for housing in
the council's recently approved Local Plan. Despite this, the
Government planning inspector sided with the developer over
the viability of the schemes included in the South
Gloucestershire five-year housing supply.

Eric Pickles in Longwell Green in April
The Week in • Thursday 25th June 2015
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Shaun the Sheep artist
is new charity patron
CCS Adoption has just appointed local artist Jenny
Urquhart as patron of the children's charity.

Jenny is best known for her beautiful and vibrant paintings of
Bristol which feature hot air balloons and she was one of the
artists asked to paint two 5ft Shaun the Sheep statues for this
year's Shaun in the City Arts Trail - an event organised by
Wallace & Gromit's Grand Appeal, the Bristol Children's
Hospital charity.
Jenny's colourful sculpture, “Baa-lloon!” will stand proudly on
Sion Hill in front of the Clifton Suspension Bridge.

The charity, based at Pennywell Road in Easton, helps families
negotiate the adoption process throughout Bristol, South
Gloucestershire and North East Somerset and has just
launched a programme of drop-in adoption information events
across the region.

Jadwiga Ball, chief executive officer at CCS, said: “We are
extremely privileged to have Jenny as our new patron. She is
passionate about supporting our work as we find more homes
for children who need them, and is keen to help raise
awareness of our search for more adopters.”

Jenny said: “I am thrilled to be patron of CCS Adoption who are
an Ofsted Outstanding charity, and I can't wait to get involved
with future events to raise money and awareness. The
difference that the charity makes to many young people's lives
is incredible and I'm very excited to be able to support their
future work in any way that I can.”
As well as launching the new drop-in events, Jenny is busy
designing a new Christmas card for the charity, she will be

Helpers needed

Jenny with her Shaun the Sheep creation. Wallace & Gromit's
Children's Foundation. Charity no. 1043603. Shaun the Sheep
& Shaun in the City ©& ™ Aardman Animations Ltd 2015

guest of honour at their Winter Ball and Auction this November
and will also be running an art workshop for adoptive children.

For more information about adoption see ccsadoption.org or
call 0117 9350005.

Mangotsfield Scout Group needs additional adult help with
its Tuesday Beaver colony and Thursday Cub pack.

If you think you could help, contact Simon Budd, Group
Scout
Leader,
on
07765
201435
or
email
simondbudd@gmail.com
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SUMMER FOOD &

Savour the
It may be tempting fate to say after the fine weather of the last
couple of weeks that summer has arrived. It is the end of June,
however, so it’s quite natural that our thoughts turn to eating out.
Whether that’s on the terrace of a country pub, a picnic down by the

Simple tips for safe
It’s picnic and barbecue season, a great time to enjoy the great
outdoors with your family and friends.
However, food poisoning cases double over the summer, so here
are some simple guidelines to keep bacteria at bay.
Always wash your hands thoroughly before preparing food, after
touching raw meat and before eating. Raw or undercooked meat
can contain germs that cause food poisoning, such as salmonella,
E.coli and campylobacter. However, these can be killed off by
cooking meat until it is piping hot.

Check that burgers, sausages and chicken are properly cooked by
cutting into the meat and that it is steaming hot all the way through,
that none of it is pink and that any juices run clear. If you are
barbecuing for lots of people, it’s a good idea to cook meat and
poultry in the oven and finish it off on the barbecue for flavour.
Some meat, such as steaks and joints of beef or lamb, can be
served rare as long as the outside has been properly cooked which
will kill any bacteria. However, food made from minced meat must
be cooked thoroughly all the way through.

Use separate utensils (plates, tongs, containers) for cooked and
raw meat. Don't put raw meat next to cooked or partly cooked meat
on the barbecue and make sure that frozen meat is properly thawed
before you cook it.
It's also important to keep some foods cool - salads, dips, milk,
cream, yoghurt, desserts, sandwiches, cooked meats and cooked
rice - to prevent germs multiplying.

Don't leave food out of the fridge for more than a couple of hours,
and don't leave it in the sun. And remember that covering food
prevents flies from landing on it and transmitting bacteria.
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DRINK

summer

river, strawberries and Pimm’s while watching Wimbledon, or that
bastion of male culinary pride - the barbecue. There’s plenty to
enjoy in our area, and some useful tips to take on board on the
following pages. Enjoy your summer and enjoy your food!

al fresco meals

The Week in • Thursday 25th June 2015
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SUMMER FOOD & DRINK

Savour summer at
the Bird in Hand

With summer officially here, we can look forward to dining al
fresco - and the Bird in Hand at Saltford is one of the best pubs
around to do just that.
In a picturesque location, the pub has a lovely garden or there's
always the sunny conservatory or the lounge bar in which to
enjoy your meal.
The pub is gearing up for its annual beer and cider festival on
11th and 12th July when, as well as a wide choice of real ales,
ciders and perry, there will be a delicious barbecue.

Chefs Jason and Wayne use only the best local and seasonal
produce, sourcing meat from Terry & Son in Bath and Buxton
Butchers in Winterbourne, and fruit and vegetables from A David
at Hillside Farm, Bishop Sutton.
Specials change frequently and the new summer menu starts
on 20th July. Dishes to whet the appetite will include Crispy
Fried Whitebait & Tartare Sauce, Home-made Chilli Con Carne,
Jerk Chicken with Peas & Sweet Potato Mash and a 9oz Ribeye
Steak with Roasted Flat Mushrooms & Onion Rings.
The summer baguette range includes Roast Chicken, Egg Mayo
& Rocket, and Brie, Bacon & Cranberry, while Ploughman's
Lunches - Stilton, Ham or Cheddar - are available too.
There's always an imaginative vegetarian choice and a range of
tempting puds, such as Fresh English Strawberry Cheesecake,
Warm Belgian Waffles with Chocolate Sauce, Fresh Raspberry
Meringue with Cream & Ice Cream and the ever popular Spotted
Dick & Custard.
The Bird also has a 'Little People's Menu' for children and those
with smaller appetites which includes Lasagne or Fish Fingers
with Chips & Peas, and Beer Battered Market Fish.
Food is served from 11am to 2.30pm and 5.30pm to 9pm from
Monday to Friday and from 11am to 9pm at weekends.

Summer Cider Cup recipe

Forget Pimms and all that Wimbledon paraphernalia - here's a
simple summer cocktail using cider instead.
Into your mixing/serving jug
pour 2 tablespoons of sugar
and the rind of a lemon and the
juice from half of it. Add 150ml
of brandy and optionally, sloe
gin. Stir the mix until it is mostly
dissolved then add 1 litre of
cider and some slices of
cucumber. Leave it in the fridge to cool.

When it comes to serving, pour two-thirds of the chilled cocktail
into a glass and top up with soda water (and some chopped
apple). Enjoy!
The Week in • Thursday 25th June 2015
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Latest plans for Willsbridge Mill
Architect's plans for improvements to the barn at
Willsbridge Mill will be on display there this Saturday (27th
June).
Having formerly been used by Avon Wildlife Trust, the Grade II
listed Mill buildings were taken on by a community trust,
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh (WMCR), last autumn.

The barn is now used as a café and community venue while
some artisan businesses are based in the Mill.

WMCR are tenants at will at the Mill which is owned by South
Gloucestershire Council while Avon Wildlife Trust still maintains
Willsbridge Valley as a wildlife reserve.

The plans for the barn include relocating the toilets to provide
extra space for the café and expanding the kitchen in its current
location. A glazed porch over the main entrance is proposed,
along with a recycling store to rear, new windows and door, a
roof extract vent, and new partitions. Additional insulation and
relaying the roof are also part of the scheme.
Funding will need to be sourced by WMCR for the project.

The barn

Meanwhile the group also has hopes of creating a 26-space car
park, accessed from Willsbridge Hill. Planning permission and
funding have yet to be secured.

Fundraising Brownies
The plans will be on display from noon to 3.30pm on Saturday.

The 39th Longwell Green Brownies raised £100 at a
pamper evening to pay for some more planting around
Willsbridge Mill.
The Brownies spend a lot of time at the Mill and at their session
last Wednesday evening, when they did tasks such as weeding,
they also handed over their cheque to Willsbridge Mill
Community Refresh.

A spokesman for WMCR said: “The girls raised the money
through pamper parties they organised for their lucky families.
The money will be used to buy some much-needed plants.

Brownies at work at the Mill

“The girls spent the rest of their visit working hard on the land
weeding and tidying before tucking into well-deserved
cupcakes and squash.”

Jasmine, seven, presents the cheque to WMCR director Mike Gray
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Seeing red over pond pollution
Hanham

An investigation into why the ancient duck pond
at Abbots Road in Hanham has turned red has
revealed that someone transferring their
unwanted fish into the water is probably to blame.
The invasive weed, which is difficult to get rid of is
called Azolla Filiculoides which can turn a distinctive
deep red colour. Native to America it, it has spread to
most other continents, growing in thick mats on water
surfaces, which block out light and deoxygenate the
water.

“People probably think they are doing no harm when
they are getting rid of their ponds and putting fish into
ours,” said Claire Dolman, clerk to Hanham Abbots
Parish Council. She said the spread of the weed had
put off ducks and there were concerns about Great
Crested Newts which are known to use the pond as
the species does not usually survive with fish.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Historical documents suggest the pond, near Stephens
Green, may have been created in the late 17th century or
could have already been there and simply made use of as
part of a scheme to transport water from the river into
Bristol. The pond was later used by a brewery housed in
buildings to the south. It was used to tighten the iron rims of
the cartwheels before they took to the road and also for
horses to drink.
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Light fantastic
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Could a stylish roof light be the answer to
your need for more natural light?
Abundant natural light not only saves on
electrical energy, but increases personal energy
and wellbeing too, essentially making our
homes even more attractive and enjoyable to
spend time in.

There are currently very few guidelines on the
amount of natural light that should be allowed in
to new homes in the UK, so if you own an older
home, think yourself lucky that your windows
and light apertures will most likely be
considerably larger than owners of newer
properties.
However, if you have a dark room, a
cellar/basement conversion or a side return
extension, or simply somewhere in your home
that needs a bit of extra natural light, you could
consider installing one of the latest roof lights.
Brislington-based Crystal Clear offers a range
of shapes, sizes and finishes, which work well
with both newer and period properties.
You can choose from:

• Roof Light - a contemporary roof light designed with
minimal, narrow glazing bars to maximise the natural
light passing through and into the room.
• Fixed Flat Roof Light - ideal for flat roofs that need
extra light without design frills.

Longwell Green

Thief's distinctive tattoo

Police are asking people to help them identify this man who
they believe has information about a shoplifting incident.
On 28th May
entered the Tesco
store and made
meat products
paying.

a man
Express
off with
without

He had a tribal tattoo
around one eye and was
seen getting into a black
Vauxhall Astra, driven by a
white man in his 50s, with a
skinhead cut.

The number plate was
altered with black tape and read AG56 WGE.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111, quoting reference 55799/15.
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• Pyramid - a clever design that ensures maximum light
exposure and style points.

• Walk-on Glass Roof Light - this walk-on design can be
sunk into a patio, decking area or roof terrace to create
a flush fit 'walk-on' glass design. Perfect for
cellar/basement conversions and a real statement
piece.

• Sliders (electric with remote control option) - a fully
opening and self-supporting roof light operated via
remote control to ensure maximum ventilation.

Crystal Clear will guide you through the selection and
installation process, building your bespoke roof light on-site
following a site visit and full survey.
Roof lights are available in either double or triple glazed
options, with the exception of the Walk-On Roof Light, which
is triple glazed as standard.

Crystal Clear is a founding member of the Double Glazing &
Conservatory Ombudsman Scheme, which is the first to
provide comprehensive two-way protection for homeowners
and installers.

The company is also a member of the Glass and Glazing
Federation (GGF), registered with BM Trada and TrustMark,
a Swish Authorised Installer and BFRC and Certss
registered.
You can visit Crystal Clear's new website at
www.crystalclearbristol.co.uk and their extensive showroom
is on Emery Road, open on weekdays from 7.30am to
4.30pm and on Saturdays from 9am to 3pm.
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MP welcomes
new home
purchase figures

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has welcomed new figures
showing that Help to Buy, the scheme to help people access
an affordable mortgage with a small deposit, has helped 153
families to buy their own home in the Kingswood
constituency.

Across the country, Help to Buy has now enabled over
100,000 families to buy their own home. Over 80 per cent of
those helped are first-time buyers and 94 per cent of sales
have been outside of London.
Help to Buy is being extended to allow thousands more
families to get on the housing ladder.

Support for
foodbank

Colleagues from Sainsbury's stores at Emersons Green,
Kingswood, East Filton, Winterstoke Road and Midsomer
Norton spent a morning recently at the foodbank based at the
Resound Church in Blackhorse Road, Mangotsfield, helping
volunteers crate food for those in need.

The food was donated by customers at the Emersons Green
store at a special collection on Friday 29th May.

Tracy Cannard, Sainsbury's PR ambassador, said: “A huge
thank you to all our customers who supported with donating 348
kg for the centre. The next collection at the Emersons Green
store for the foodbank is on Friday 24th July from 10am to 4pm.”

Mr Skidmore said: “We believe that everyone who works
hard should be able to have a home of their own. But when
we came to office, too many people couldn't afford the huge
deposit they needed to get on the housing ladder. Helping
more families to buy their own home is crucial so that
working people in all parts of the country are able to enjoy
security and opportunity.”

Fundraising sale
Upton Cheyney

A table-top sale in aid of Upton Cheyney Chapel's
Renovation Challenge will take place this Saturday (27th
June) from 11am to 2pm at Manor Farm Barn, Marshfield
Lane.
There will be crafts, gifts, preserves, plants and books.
Refreshments will be available.
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Charity duo win award for Warmley Wheelers
Two women who started a cycling scheme for disabled
people have had their good work recognised at a
prestigious awards ceremony.

Chris Hill and Liz Gray were both awarded at the Care and
Support West Awards for starting Warmley Wheelers, an
accessible cycle scheme run by local learning disability charity
Milestones Trust.
The awards promote quality in social care, health and support
services in the former Avon area.

Chris, a project co-ordinator at Milestones Trust, said: “We were
elated to have won as a lot of hard work has been put into the
scheme. It is proving to be successful and very popular and
we're proud to be a part of it.”
Liz - whose son is supported by the Trust's day opportunities
service - and Chris were recognised in the Day Services Front
Line Worker category, which celebrates the development of
community-based day services that offer life skill support and
promote independence.

The Warmley Wheelers scheme does just that - offering a
variety of accessible bikes so that people with various
disabilities are able to cycle. Chris said: “It's wonderful to see
the freedom these accessible bikes can bring to our service
users.
“We've also worked with local schoolchildren so we really hope
to encourage more people who wouldn't normally be able to
ride a bike due to a disability to get involved.”
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Watchdog presenter Lynn Faulds-Wood; Liz Gray, Chris Hill;
Care and Support West Chief Executive David Smallacombe

There are wheelchair-adapted bikes, as well as ones designed
for two people and others that are ideal for people learning to
cycle. The project is based near the Bristol and Bath Railway
Path in Warmley, allowing cyclists to travel around a safe,
circular route.
The scheme was made possible following a successful bid by
Chris and Liz last year, which secured funding from the
Department of Transport's Local Sustainable Travel Fund for
Communities.
Since then Warmley Wheelers has been used by almost 100
people, was part of Bristol's Festival of Nature Carnivelo ride
event and is available for group hire. For more information visit
www.milestonestrust.org.uk/wheelers or call Patrick on 07881
270351.
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Claudia opens new
blood treatment centre

Longwell Green gymnast and four-times Commonwealth
gold medal winner Claudia Fragapane performed the official
opening of the pioneering Therapeutic Apheresis Services
(TAS) unit earlier this month.

Only one of six such facilities in the country, the state-of-theart blood treatment centre operated by NHS Blood and
Transplant is now established at the Haematology and
Oncology Centre at the Bristol Royal Infirmary.
TAS is a process where the patient or donor’s blood is
removed and then specific blood components or other
substances are separated out using a machine.

The cutting-edge treatments provide life-saving treatments
and regular courses of therapy. The unit can treat patients
with unusual medical conditions such as Thrombotic
Thrombocytopenia Purpura and Sickle Cell Anaemia.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Is your garden up
to the challenge?
Hanham Abbots

Once again residents are being encouraged to enter the
Hanham Abbots Parish in Bloom competition.

The aim of the competition is to encourage everyone to
make the parish a brighter and more pleasant place to live.
Last year there were only a dozen entries and the parish
council, which organises the competition, is hoping to raise
the profile this year.

The categories are best front garden, best public house, best
group of containers, best school garden and best rear
garden. Parish councillors are patrolling the streets and
making nominations in the front gardens category.

Competition entry forms were delivered with the last parish
newsletter and completed forms should be returned to
council clerk Claire Dolman at 34 Hawthorn Close,
Pucklechurch, BS16 9SZ by the deadline of 10th July.
Further forms can be found on the parish council website at
www.hanhamabbotspc.org.uk
The competition is open to Hanham Abbots residents only
and a map of the parish is available on the website.

The judge and photographer will visit each garden and then
there will be an awards evening in the meeting room at
Hanham Hall on 22nd September when photos of the
gardens will be on display and refreshments will be served.

Festivities in Frenchay

The annual flower and horticultural show and fete are on
Saturday 11th July.

There will be events on Frenchay Common, in the village hall
and in the Friends Meeting House.

Stalls open at 12.30pm and the exhibition areas open at
1.30pm.

There will also be a vintage car show in the car park by
Frenchay Village Museum and vintage buses will be running
between there and the Common.
Schedules for the show are available from Roberts
Plantsmen at Hambrook, Webbs Flowers at Cleeve Wood
Road, Downend, Frenchay Primary School and Hambrook
Primary School.
Volunteers are needed to help at the show and fete on the
day. Contact Julie Sheppard on 0117 9561135.
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Hairdresser dies in Ibiza
Warmley hairdresser Cara-Jayne Keirl has died in Ibiza.

The Foreign Office has not yet given any details about the
circumstances of the 28-year-old's death on 9th June.

Last week in a tribute released via Avon & Somerset police her
family described her as “beautiful, bubbly, loving and always
looking to help others”.
The tribute reads: “Cara was born on May 12th, 1987 in
Bridgend, South Wales to Cheryl Kenney and Graham Keirl.
Her sister Abigail was born 11 months later.
“Both sisters studied at West Park Primary School in Porthcawl
followed by Bournside Secondary School in Cheltenham.

“Cara left school in 2004 to pursue a successful career in
hairdressing, attending the prestigious Toni and Guy Academy
in Manchester and latterly running her own mobile hairdressing
business for clients in the South West Midlands area.
“Cara had most recently been living in the Warmley but
continued to serve her customer base throughout
Gloucestershire and Worcestershire.
“Cara will be missed enormously by her mother, father, sister,
family, friends and clients and will be remembered as a
wonderful, generous young lady and an accomplished
hairdresser, who would put a smile on the face of everyone she
met. The most selfless, loyal and loving character imaginable,
she tackled life's difficulties with an unbelievable vigour and
energy, always putting the happiness and wellbeing of others
above her own.

More drink-drive
charges brought

Cara-Jayne Keirl

“To know her was an absolute joy, and it will bring great
sadness to the many people around the region who had the
privilege of knowing her.
“As Cara's family, we are heartbroken at her passing, and will
be making arrangements for people who wish to pay tribute to
Cara to make donations to MIND, the mental health charity.”
An 'RIP Our Cara' page has been set up on Facebook.

Drivers from Brislington, St George and Longwell Green are
among those who have been charged in the last week under
Avon & Somerset police's summer drink and drug-driving
campaign.

As part of Operation Tonic, motorists who are charged with a
drink or drug-driving offence are being 'named and shamed'.

On the list of 22 which have been charged in recent days are
three from our area - Richard John Oram, 28, Brislington,
Lewis Neil Cooper, 18, Longwell Green, and Ben Ambrose,
25, from St George.
So far no motorist has been charged for drug-driving,
although police have carried out more than 80 tests using
their new 'drugalyser' equipment and are awaiting the results
of blood tests.
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More charges brought in Becky Watts murder case
The girlfriend of the man accused of murdering St George
teenager Becky Watts has now also been charged with her
murder after new evidence was gathered.
Shauna Hoare, 21, was this week charged with the murder of
the 16-year-old jointly with Nathan Matthews, 28, of Hazelbury
Drive, Warmley.

There are other additional charges. Matthews, Becky's
stepbrother, has been charged with perverting the course of
justice (jointly with Hoare). Both have been charged with
conspiracy to commit false imprisonment, with preventing
Becky's lawful burial, and with possession of a prohibited
weapon.

They have also been charged with four counts of making
indecent images of children (not relating to Becky Watts) and
Matthews has been charged with sexual assault and voyeurism
(not relating to Becky).
These new charges will be added to the indictment at the next
court appearance at Bristol Crown Court on 4th August.

There are no changes to the charges against Karl Demetrius,
Donovan Demetrius, Jaydene Parsons and James Ireland who
are all charged with assisting an offender.

Becky's dismembered body was found at a house in Barton Hill
on Monday 2nd March. She had last been seen on 19th
February at her home in Crown Hill. Detective Superintendent
Liz Tunks said: “Our thoughts and sympathies are with Becky's
family. This has been a very difficult time for them and they
have had to endure yet more pain as we have worked to
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understand
the
full
circumstances surrounding her
death.

“Our continuing investigative
work in this case demonstrates
our determination to explore all
avenues even after suspects
have been charged. This has
been a meticulous and
exhaustive investigation.

“We are determined to find
answers for Becky's family and
Becky Watts
bring all those who played a
part in her death to justice. I would like to thank the local
communities in St George and Barton Hill for their patience and
co-operation as this investigation continues.”
Rachael Scott, head of the Crown Prosecution Service South
West Complex Casework Unit said: “Following receipt of a full
file from Avon and Somerset police, the CPS has authorised a
number of additional charges against both Nathan Matthews
and Shauna Hoare. Most significantly there is now sufficient
evidence to charge Shauna Hoare with the murder of Becky
Watts.

“Proceedings are now ongoing and the defendants have the
right to a fair trial. It is very important that there should be no
reporting, commentary or sharing of information online which
could in any way prejudice these proceedings.”
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Get ready for this year's music festival
Keynsham

This Monday (29th June) sees the start of Festival Week
in Keynsham. What began as a Sunday afternoon
concert in the park is now a vibrant community event
spanning six days and encompassing a wide range of
musical and entertainment genres. Many events are
free.
Monday starts gently with the George Jones Band at the
Bonzo Lounge and an acoustic night at the Ship Inn, Temple
Street.

Acoustic sessions at the Ship

On Tuesday, accomplished Saltford flautist Chris Docherty
presents an evening of light classical music with his trio at
the Old Manor House Hotel.

The choice is yours on Wednesday - Gypsy jazz violin and
guitar at Grounded, the Butterflies Choir Project at the
Space Theatre , the Cantabile Consort chamber choir at
Victoria Methodist Church or singer-songwriter Emma
Hutchinson at the Old Manor House. Jelli Records will be
returning to the Ship Inn for a repeat of the successful
acoustic night, showcasing some of the label's most
promising artists.
Thursday sees one of the more established events in the
Festival Week with Opera in the Park. Meanwhile
Keynsham Film Works are showing Whiplash at the Space.

Friday sees the activity ramp up as we prepare for the
weekend. There are Latin American rhythms at Grounded,
Drum & Bass at Keynsham Town FC, a summer choral
concert at St John's Church and rock at the Trout Inn. In the
park, Adam Lent is this year's major speaker on the Live
Simply theme while this year's Cinema Under the Stars
presentation is Footloose.
For more details and tickets prices where applicable go to
www.keynshammusicfestival.co.uk

Opera in the Park

Butterflies Choir
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Girls are national
football champs
Hanham

Hanham Abbots Junior School Under-11s Girls football
team have won the Danone Nations Cup, having come
through a competition that started with 1,500 schools.
They beat Loose Primary School from Kent 1-0 in the final which
was played at the Lilleshall National Sports Centre in Shropshire
on 13th June.

A total of 32 teams successfully progressed from the county
knockout rounds of the tournament and triumphed at their
respective regional finals to compete in the national finals.
The Hanham girls won the South Gloucestershire,
Gloucestershire and South West qualifying competitions and
also won the area league, remaining unbeaten.

On finals day they won all their group matches on the way to the
final, conceding only one goal - an own goal at that.
Former Bristol Rovers, Wimbledon, Liverpool, Spurs, Ipswich
and England footballer John Scales presented the girls with the
cup. They were managed by their headteacher Mike Weenink.

Fire service
warns firms
about scam

Avon Fire & Rescue Service is warning firms in the area
to be on their guard against fraudsters.

In recent weeks AF&RS has been contacted by a number of
local businesses with details of a suspected scam.

Director of corporate services Lorraine Houghton said: “We
have been contacted by local businesses which have been
called by people claiming to be working on behalf of AF&RS.
They have attempted to sell adverting space in publications
and calendars on our behalf.
“Avon Fire & Rescue Service does not employ anyone to sell
advertising space in any publication on our behalf. We are
funded through Central Government and local council tax
and do not use advertising as a revenue generator.

“We would advise anyone who receives a call of this nature
to contact Trading Standards in their local area.”

A spokesperson for Bristol Trading Standards said:
“Scammers will appear to associate themselves with
individuals or organisations that are highly respected, wellknown or in a position of authority. This can make victims feel
more comfortable about agreeing to hand over their money.

“For example, advertising scams often claim to be connected
with, or approved by, police, fire or health services.
Sometimes scams will make reference to Government or
local authority schemes, or to new legislation, in order to
make their offers appear genuine.
“The majority of publishers and suppliers to businesses are
reputable; however, some resort to dishonesty for illicit
gains. Rogue publishers make huge sums of money by
inducing large numbers of victims to pay for adverts in
publications that do not exist, or are not what people are led
to believe.”

If you wish to complain about what you suspect is a scam, or
want further information, contact Action Fraud online or on
0300 123 2040.
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£25k raised in memory of Conor
One June night four years ago, 16-year-old Conor Hall from
Fishponds got on his moped to drive home and didn't clip
up his helmet as it was 'cool' to have the straps hanging
loose.
That belief cost him his life.

The Downend School student was involved in an accident that
wasn't his fault near the Warwick Arms pub on Charlton Road
in Kingswood. Conor, of Ridgeway Road, was thrown clear of
his machine and suffered severe
head injuries. He died in
Frenchay Hospital five days
later.

Following his death his
mother Arline Green and
her family set up the charity
Clip Up for Conor and over
the last four years £25,000
has been raised in his
memory to help children and
young adults rehabilitate after
brain injury and also to raise road
safety awareness through Brake that “unsafe is uncool”.
Fundraising events have included a ball, skydive, bungee jump
and non-uniform days and money has also come in via
collection pots.

Friends and family marked the fourth anniversary of Conor's
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Arline and Conor

death on 16th June by visiting the crash site and laying roses.

And a new video of still images of Conor and the fundraising
that has taken place has been released which can be seen on
the Clip Up for Conor Facebook page.

A friendship bench in the teenager's memory sits in the King
George V Playing Fields in Downend, a place where he used to
meet his mates.
Find out more about the campaign at www.clipupforconor.org/
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Charity pop-up shop starts
with a bang
Kingswood charity Jessie May has just opened its first ever
pop-up shop and took over £1,800 in its first week of trading.

The shop has been offered rent free until the end of July by Yate
Shopping Centre and is located in North Walk. Andrew Lowrey,
the centre manager, said: “As a local children's charity we
wanted to provide support for this very valuable service. It is not
a high profile charity but with a pop-up shop in the centre, it will
help them both raise funds and establish a local profile.”
The charity was founded in 1996 when Jessica May, aged just
four and a half, died at home surrounded by her family and
supported by a team of nurses. Her parents then established
the charity in her name to ensure that every child who is not
expected to reach adulthood receives nursing care within the
home. Since 1996 the charity has been providing this care, free
of charge, in Bristol, South Gloucestershire and North
Somerset.
Volunteers who are able to devote a few hours a week or have
any clothes they wish to donate should get in touch at
fundraising@jessiemay.org.uk or phone 0117 9582174. Full
details on the charity can be found at www.jessiemay.org.uk

Head of fundraising and communications Julian Withers said:
“We had a fabulous first week and took over £1,800. I don't
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think any of us expected this and we are amazed at everyone's
generosity.”

“We are so grateful to Yate Shopping Centre for donating our
first pop-up shop. Having a shop within the centre will not only
raise vital funds but will also help us raise our profile within the
community. For Jessie May to be associated with such a
prestigious shopping centre is fantastic and we are looking
forward to raising lots of money and awareness over the next
couple of months. Because of the fantastic donation of the shop
we are truly able to say that 100% of the money raised by the
shop will go towards the vital work of Jessie May Nurses.”
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Directory & What’s On
Accountancy
Services

Blinds

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Advertising

Building Services

Car Services

Appliances

Caravans

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Motorhomes
Caravans
Classic Cars

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Undercover & Outside hardstanding
with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access
KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540

call today for more information

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Carpentry

Computers / IT

Clock Repairs

Dance Classes

Compost

Computers / IT

Electrical

Garden Services

Driveways
Furniture Makers

Electrical

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Thursday 25th June 2015

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Garden Services

Home Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Physiotherapy

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Pest Control

Guttering Services

Plastering

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
Joinery

Pet Services

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT

Plumbers

Locksmiths

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Property To Let

Stair Repairs

WANTED
TO RENT

3 bedroom house in
Keynsham & Bath area.
£850-£900 pcm

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

Good references
available.
Call

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

An advert

07538 012911
Schools

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Storage

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Skip Hire

TV & Aerials

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562
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Flag-raising for Armed Forces Day
To herald Armed Forces Day B&NES and South
Gloucestershire Councils held flag-raising ceremonies on
Monday at Bath Guildhall and Kingswood Civic Centre.

At Kingswood, the flag was hoisted by Cllr Erica Williams,
chair of South Gloucestershire Council, with the help of
pupils from the nearby Park Primary School.
Also at the ceremony were forces' representatives, veterans
and pipers. The pupils sang wartime songs including It's a
Long Way to Tipperary.
The flag was also raised on Monday at the Royal British
Legion in Staple Hill.

Saturday (27th June) is Armed Forces Day and at 11am
there will be a veterans' parade with marching bands and
military vehicles from Page Road to Page Park for a
drumhead ceremony.
Whitchurch and Pensford Royal British Legion's drumhead
ceremony will take place at their Staunton Lane
headquarters at 11am.

Stockfest 2015
Stockwood

Stockfest takes place this Saturday (27th June) at the Bristol
Telephones Recreation Association Sports Ground on
Stockwood Lane. The community event is aimed at the
whole family with stalls, food, drink and entertainment.
Gates open at 12pm and the first bands are on the
entertainment stage from 2pm. Angle Heart, This Way Up
and Dellavigo are the headline acts, supported by local
bands.
Entrance is £6 per adult (children £1) on the gate or £5 in
advance. For more details visit the BTRA sports Facebook
page, @BTRABristol on Twitter on call 07860 199167.
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Bowls

Cup disappointment
for Frys

Frys bowed out of the Turnbull Cup in the first round
following a narrow defeat to visiting Congresbury.
Although the hosts were considered the underdogs they
didn't show it and the lead changed hands regularly
throughout the match. Congresbury prevailed however,
winning 73-66 and will progress to the second round.
Frys will now take part in the Wedmore Plate competition.
It was business as usual two days later when Frys
returned to league action. A comfortable 61-40 win at
Bristol Arrows sees them sitting in third place at the
midway stage in the competition.
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