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Do you recognise this man?
Keynsham

A man who smashed the front window of a barber's shop was
caught on CCTV.

The vandal, who wore a hat but made no attempt to hide his
face, is seen running towards ShortCuts in Station Road and
repeatedly smashing the window before running off.

Sarah Miller

The attack took place at 10.14pm on Thursday 14th May.

Owner Sarah Miller said the first she knew of the attack was the
following morning when she turned up for work to find glass all
over the floor but she was able to open within an hour. The shop
window was boarded up for a week.
The police are investigating.

Warmley

Break-in at cafe

The Warmley Waiting Room café on the Bristol and Bath
Railway Path has suffered another break-in.

A window was smashed overnight last Friday, showering the
inside of the café with glass.

Undeterred, staff cleaned the place up in time to open at
10am. Owner Claire Hoggans thanked customers, staff,
friends and family for their support.
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Another award
for civic centre
Keynsham

Following on from the recent sustainability award from the Royal
Institute of British Architects, Keynsham's Civic Centre has now
been recognised as the Best Corporate Workplace in the South
West.

The latest accolade comes from the British Council for Offices,
a member organisation representing the interests of companies
who design, build or occupy office buildings.
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Height of folly?

There has been an interesting development in the saga of the
No 42 bus route in Willsbridge, thanks to an eagle-eyed reader.

As we have reported in previous issues, residents from the area
around Kenilworth Drive, Cherry Garden Lane and Oakleigh
Gardens have been concerned at the impact of the re-routing of
the bus service, made necessary according to operator First, by
the height restriction on the railway bridge over the A431 by
Bitton Station. While previously the height limit was advisory,
the sign was changed recently to a red circle, making it an
offence to exceed the height limit.
But according to one reader, John Bell, from Willsbridge, those
signs are wrong. As you can see from our picture the height
restrictions are shown in metric and imperial, but the figures
don't correspond - 4.4m converts to 14ft 5.2in, not 14ft 3in.

When First managing director James Freeman met with local
residents recently to discuss the issue, he told them that the
14ft 5in double-deckers could pass under the bridge without
problem prior to the Highways Agency changing the signs. Mr
Bell has written to Mr Freeman as well as local South Glos
councillor Erica Williams about the height difference and we
have also asked First for clarification but had not received a
comment by the time we went to print.
At the meeting with residents on 18th May, Mr Freeman
announced that the 42 service would revert to terminating at
Cherry Gardens and no longer continue to Keynsham. In its
place the 17a Keynsham to Southmead Hospital service would
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divert through Kenilworth Drive, Cherry Garden Lane and
Oakleigh Gardens. While that decision appeared to satisfy
residents concerned by the sudden increase in bus traffic
through the estate, as well as providing a direct service to
Southmead, others are worried that the current 20-minute
frequency of buses between Keynsham and Kingswood will
revert to an hourly service which currently suffers from
timetable disruption.
See Letters page 10
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Railway path east
of Bitton to close
for resurfacing

South Gloucestershire Council has published a map showing
the diversion through Saltford and Keynsham that will be in
operation from next Monday when a section of the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path is closed for nearly three weeks.

Initially the council angered cyclists after telling them they would
have to “find their own way” between Saltford and Bitton during
the closure for essential resurfacing works. The authority later
relented, saying diversions signs would be put up.

The existing surface has been deteriorating over recent years.
The path will be closed from the railway station at Bitton in a

south east direction to the Bath and North East Somerset
boundary at Saltford from 1st June to 19th June.
South Gloucestershire Council's head of StreetCare and
Transport, Mark King said: “We apologise for the inconvenience
caused to users of the path whilst these essential works are
carried out.

“We always try to keep popular routes such as this open where
possible, but occasionally closures are essential. To carry out
this resurfacing work we need to use a large piece of machinery
which takes up the entire width of the path, and therefore we are
unable to reopen it in the evenings.

“However, we will endeavour to keep the path open at
weekends so that cyclists and walkers can continue to use what
is an extremely popular path.”
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Residents back in their rebuilt
homes after flood drama
Kingswood

The boss of Bristol Water has visited Fisher Road residents in
their newly refurbished homes following the devastating
flooding caused by a burst water main last year.

The burst on 25th September was one of the biggest Bristol has
ever encountered and affected the water supply to over 50,000
homes for some days.
When the water pipe ruptured 10 feet underground late in the
afternoon, the force lifted the surface and sent floods gushing
across the road and into properties.

Eight homes were badly flooded and firefighters rescued 17
people. Six dogs were also taken to safety by the crews during
the drama.

The Red Cross provided immediate support for evacuees in the
nearby Wesley Made-For-Ever Methodist Church Hall and
residents made homeless were initially put up at the Premier
Inn at Emersons Green before moving to temporary
accommodation for several months while their homes have
been repaired.

Fred Smith with Luis Garcia, left, and Chris Skidmore.

Kings Chase ward April Begley, Martin Farmer and Kim
Scudamore visited the finished homes to speak with the
residents about their experience.

It was a chance for Mr Garcia to apologise in person to them for
the trauma and inconvenience they had suffered. The work on
their homes has been covered by insurance and Bristol Water
also found them temporary accommodation and paid
compensation. Among those they visited was Fred Smith, who
was evacuated on the day along with his wife Gwen and their
dogs Poppy and Pip.

The incident caused water supply problems to homes, services
and businesses across East Bristol, including Kingswood,
Pucklechurch, Mangotsfield, Fishponds, Oldland Common,
Longwell Green, Barrs Court, and, for a time Keynsham,
Stockwood and Whitchurch. Schools, services and businesses
were forced to close while people queued for water at bowsers.
On Friday Bristol Water chief executive Luis Garcia, Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore and the new Labour councillors for the
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Village wood wins protection
Bitton

A tree preservation order has been served on the owner
of the woodland in the centre of Bitton which he wanted
to knock down.
Jim Hawtin, of Cheltenham-based JJH Building
Development Ltd, applied to South Gloucestershire Council
to fell every tree on the Green Belt site to the east of Kings
Square. The reason given in the application was wanting
access into the land behind to build.

The woodland, which is a haven for wildlife, is bordered by
the River Boyd, the main Bath Road and Kings Square. At
the rear is agricultural land where horses currently graze.
Two applications were submitted to the council - one to fell
two trees that were already protected (a beech and a
hawthorn) - and another to fell all the rest.

In a report the council's tree officers said there were more 25
beech trees, plus some willows on the site: “The trees
provide substantial public amenity situated as they are
adjacent to the A431 main road, as well as an important
wildlife enclave to various species. Given the amenity
provided by these trees, their condition and their future
potential contribution, the trees meet the criteria for inclusion
on a Tree Preservation Order.”
Bitton Parish Council had objected to the loss of the trees,
as had a large number of local people and the residents'
association.

Andrew Ward, chairman of Bitton Village Residents
Association, said: “I am delighted that this woodland is to be
protected. It is most important that we retain whatever green
space we can to maintain the character of the village. Thank
you to everyone who has assisted in this success.”

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

A previous application by JJH for two houses with garages
on the woodland was thrown out by the council at the end of
2013 on the grounds that the site is in the Green Belt and
outside any defined settlement boundary.
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)
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Letters

Cadbury Heath may well take people near

to Asda, M&S etc but as stated earlier,

Bus firm has a moral duty
to consider our needs
Dear Editor,

I was at the meeting held at Cherry

Gardens School on 18th May. Whilst I can
appreciate the problems with the 42

double-decker not being allowed to travel

under the bridge in Willsbridge and now
going

along

Oakleigh

Gardens

and

Kenilworth Drive, a lot of the trouble could
be alleviated if parents did not block the

road by parking on both sides of Cherry
Garden Lane and the roads off of it when

taking their children to school. This creates
problems not only for buses but the general
public too.

The new proposal will see the 42 ending at

Cherry Gardens as it did before. However,
in those days it was possible to catch the
532 or the 533 to and from Keynsham. We
also had the 533 which took us to

Gallagher Retail Park where we go to

Marks & Spencer, local shops and the
Aspects Leisure Centre.

With the new proposal for the 17a to come
from Keynsham and continue on to

Southmead, this still will not help the
residents of Cherry Gardens or Oldland

Common to get to Asda, M&S etc. without
changing buses. This service will only run

every hour and there is evidence that the
17 route is already unreliable.

There are many elderly people resident in

Bitton, Oldland and North Common (and

some have mobility problems - myself
included). I feel no consideration is being

given to their needs. Without a bus to get
them to local amenities is very unfair.

There is the 319 which goes through

Oldland and this goes to Cadbury Heath
which seems to be more than well served
with buses unlike our locality. Buses from

10

elderly people don't want to be changing

buses and do not want to wait for ages if
the bus times do not link up or buses don't
operate for whatever reason.

I feel that morally First should consider the
needs of the people in Bitton, Oldland
Common and North Common who have

over the years been subjected to so many
changes with the loss of services and no
thought for their needs.
Mrs Suzanne Harrad
Oldland Common

Bridge of sighs

Dear Editor,
My wife and I attended the meeting at
Cherry Gardens School on Monday May
18 evening regarding the route 42 buses
on Kenilworth Drive and past the school.
I have spent time on the Network Rail
website and the appropriate Government
sites to confirm what I suspected is a
simple error. The height restriction sign on
the railway bridge crossing the A431 at
Avon Valley Railway quotes values of 4.4m
(metric) and 14ft 3in (imperial) but these
are not equivalent. 4.4m is actually 14ft
5.2in and all guidelines and charts issued
by Network Rail and Government bodies
round this UP to 14ft 6in. They even show
photographs of these values as examples
on their website and in their pdf literature!
I mentioned this to (managing director)
James Freeman's colleague on the
evening. I wonder if First Bus wanted the
change of route and so did not query the
incorrect sign. Their double-deck buses are
quoted as 14ft 5in high so if they simply
quoted the height in metres they would
comply, like Continental vehicles, with
4.4m!
John Bell
Willsbridge

Tune in

Dear Stephen,

Community@67 has, for almost a year
now, been producing a one-hour radio

programme promoting all things relating to
Keynsham.

Each

programme

has

interviews with local people, councillors

and musicians. For example, a recent
edition included an interview with Lee

Hoggett, a youth worker who is running a

series of marathons to raise funds in
support of youth work around the town.

Local news such as 'Why the pavement at
the new civic centre is being dug up yet
again' is discussed. KTCR (Keynsham
Town Community Radio) is recorded at the

Community@67 offices in Queens Road
and broadcast via Somer Valley Radio -

97.5 FM and for those out of its broadcast
range it can be listened to on the internet.
Go to www.somervalleyfm.co.uk and click
on

Listen

Again,

Keynsham Hour.

the

choose

The

We shall be represented at the Keynsham

Music Festival on the anniversary of our
first broadcast where we shall, again, talk
to

many

of

the

musicians taking part.

organisations

and

Denis McColgan

Making Kingswood an even
better place to live
Dear Stephen,

I would like to thank my constituents in
Kingswood for giving me the opportunity of

serving them as their local MP for another
five years.

As I wrote recently in The Week In, there is,
nor can be, no greater honour or privilege

than to serve the local community and

home in which I grew up in and live. The
election was a hard-fought contest, but I
was humbled by the eventual result and

the warm response that I received from the
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There will be much more to do over the

the previous five years.

but I want local people to know that I will

the doorstep, and those I had helped over
However, I want to say to everyone

regardless of whether you voted for me or

not, I am here to help everyone. I will
continue to stand up for local issues that

matter to local people, and will try my best
to fight for our local area both at

Westminster and locally. Top of my agenda
over the next few weeks and months will be
some of the following issues:

• Continuing to help get more local

people back into work. I will continue to
hold my Kingswood Jobs Fairs, and

hope to announce a date for my 11th
Jobs Fair to take place this summer.

• Getting the healthcare facilities we
deserve. I still believe that ever since
the downgrading of Frenchay Hospital,
we do not have locally the healthcare

provision in South Gloucestershire that
we need and deserve. I will be

continuing to fight for a minor injuries
unit at Cossham, as I have done
prominently in the past.

• Better transport infrastructure for our
area. I will be stepping up the campaign

for a M4 Link at Emersons Green,
which I believe is badly needed,
after

the

Lyde

development is completed.

crossing for the safety of those accessing

Green Belt.

also received a top coat of Tarmacadam to

continue to fight to protect our precious

many thousands of people I spoke to on

especially

protected from development, and will

Green

• More investment in schools, childcare
provision and young people. I want to

do all I can to get even more investment
into the Kingswood constituency. I will
also be continuing to fight for provision
at Soundwell College.

• Protecting the Kingswood Green Belt. I

was pleased that over the past five
years our local Green Belt has been
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next five years - the list above is just a
fraction of my priorities for our local area,
not let up on the issues that I believe will
help make the Kingswood constituency an
even better place to live.

As always, if local people need my help on

specific issues, I hold regular surgeries

both in my office and in locations across

the constituency, and I can be contacted
at chris@chrisskidmore.com and 0117
9081524.

Chris Skidmore MP
Kingswood

Getting things right for our
town
Dear Editor,

I write in response to John Howlett's letter
in the edition May 21st.

People would be forgiven for seeing the

town as the roadworks capital of the world

and I know that it has been an on-going
source of frustration and annoyance to

residents, traders and motorists. This is not
a situation that we as councillors have
enjoyed when trying to represent your best
interests.

Regarding the loading bay, the initial one

was properly designed to carry the weight

of delivery vehicles, including visits from

the odd artic. The reason it has been
undergoing further work was to extend its

length towards the One Stop Shop so that
a length could be taken off of the other end

to provide sufficient pavement for the new
crossing to be put in place. For me and
Cllrs Gerrish and Simmonds, this was a
positive result because otherwise there
would have been no light-controlled

the new buildings. The loading bay has

more readily identify it as somewhere
where you might encounter a vehicle.

The kerb edging in Rock Road into Temple
Street is being realigned to ease traffic flow
and the temporary crossing lights will very
soon be replaced by permanent lights. The

temporary lights will then be moved to

Temple Street near the Coop Bank to
provide a crossing point whilst the

consultation on the permanent crossing is
completed.

Once

completed,

the

permanent lights will be planted. The whole

of the road surface in Temple Street at the
development end will then be resurfaced.

I have asked that bollards be placed at

kerb sides in Temple Street to prevent
lorries breaking further paving slabs and

those already destroyed will be replaced.
Further, I have asked for bollards to be

planted on the realigned kerb at Temple
Street with High Street to prevent drivers

taking to the pavement to the danger of
pedestrians. Bollards will also be placed on

the kerb edge on the development side of
Bath Hill and at the corner as drivers enter
Temple Street.

Any snagging work that needs to be done
will be done as the three of us continue to

meet with project officers to ensure we get
things right for the town. All of this work is

programmed to be completed by the end of

June. Regarding the additional cost, I
would imagine that this would be met from
the

contingency

development cost.

budget

within

the

I am sorry that this is a long letter but
hopefully it will put everyone in the picture
as to what is happening and why.
Alan Hale (Cllr)

Keynsham South Ward

B&NES Council
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Church lodges car park plans
Bitton

St Mary's Church has lodged plans with South
Gloucestershire Council for a 30-space car park.
The 1,000-year-old church doesn't currently have a car
park, which leads to parking pressures on nearby roads,
particularly during Sunday services, weddings and funerals.
Emergency vehicles would often be unable to get through
and there are also problems with driveways and footpaths
being blocked.

With an ageing congregation and falling numbers, church
leaders have already gone on the record as saying there is
a real risk the church will close in the coming years. The
Grade I listed building costs about £700 per week to keep
open and ways to increase its use and bring in extra income
are being explored.
The church would like to hold additional activities, such as
small concerts, poetry readings and other community
events, but the lack of parking is a barrier.

“The proposed car park is essential to the church's plan to
increase its role in the community and enable extra income
to be gained that will keep it open in the future,” says a
report in support of the application.
The proposed site of the car park, which is designed to
cause the least possible environmental impact, is the

southern end of the Glebe field, which is owned by the
Bristol Diocese.

It would be constructed from Bodpave, a plastic grid mesh
system that would be filled with soil and seeded with grass
so it would still look like a field.
To avoid vehicles crossing the existing footpath, a new
access to the south of the existing gates is proposed.

Comments need to be registered with the council by next
Wednesday, 3rd June. The reference number is
PK15/1580/F.

Crossword
1

2

3
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12

23

Across
7 Exclamation of sympathy (2,4)

7 Exclamation of sympathy (2,4)
8 Sabotage (6)
9 River crossing (4)
10 To be eager for (8)
11 Firmly loyal (7)
13 Curiously (5)
15 Deep void (5)
17 City in southern Spain (7)
20 Pay attention (4,4)
21 Adverse fate or destiny (4)
22 Quieten (6)
23 Enclose (6)
Down
1 Pharynx (6)
2 Old honey based drink (4)
3 Cut in three (7)
4 Confuse (5)
5 On condition that (8)
6 Hand held firearm (6)
12 Shaky (8)
14 Overlaid (7)
16 Batter (4-2)
18 Shop around (6)
19 A show-off (5)
21 Commercial waterfront (4)

DownThe Week in •

1 Pharynx (6)

Thursday 28th May 2015

'Double standards' claim as
new school will open in old
block at the Grange
Warmley

Warmley's new hi-tech studio school will open in September in
one of the old Grange blocks as the new building will not be
ready until September 2016.

However, we have learned that some parents of children who
will attend the new £4m Digitech School have been told it will
open for the first year in “hi-tech portacabins” while others have
heard it will be based in music rooms in the main Grange
building.

The Cabot Learning Federation (CLF), which will run Digitech,
has told us it will be based in one of the old blocks and several
parents understand this is A Block - currently used for sixth form
accommodation and teaching geography, languages and
maths.
The Grange School & Sports College has been struggling with
falling student numbers and has a surplus of around 600
places, while South Gloucestershire Council said the backlog of
work on its rundown buildings would cost some £10m to put
right. Mechanical and electrical services could “potentially fail at
any time” which could cost up to a further £3m.
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In March the council voted to close the Grange in August 2017.
All secondary headteachers in South Glos, who have been
tasked with raising standards in education in the wake of a
review which highlighted the unsatisfactory teaching and
learning in the district's secondary schools, supported the
closure, saying the Grange was “not viable”.
But the decision was criticised by many parents, senior staff
and teaching unions, with Labour's Lead Member for Children's
Services on the council Cllr Gareth Manson saying the Grange
was being “sacrificed for a new initiative”. The role of the
Contined on Page 14

13

'Double standards'
Contined from Page 13

council's head of education Susannah Hill was called into
question as she was lead officer for the proposals as well as a
trustee at the CLF. And Labour councillor Terry Walker called
for a thorough investigation into the way the closure had been
handled.

'Double standards'

This week Cllr Manson said: “I'm sure that young people will be
disappointed to hear that they are expected to work in one of
the old blocks at the Grange - especially when the condition of
these blocks was used by Tory and Lib Dem councillors as an
excuse to close the Grange.

“This is clearly double standards - we were told that the
buildings were in such a poor condition that a rapid decision on
closure of the Grange was needed to avoid the possibility of a
disastrous failure and the council facing a huge repair bill. Now
we learn that these same buildings are fit for use for students
who were expecting new state-of-the-art facilities.”
It is understood that D and E Blocks (science and cookery) will
be the ones demolished to make way for the CLF's 13th school.
A CLF spokesman said: “The Department for Education has
agreed a full rebuild for Digitech, which will be on the site of the
Grange, on the location of an existing building which will be
demolished. So it is not a refurbishment, but a whole new
design, which we are in the process of working on with our
architects and construction contractors.
“The building will be purpose designed and built to reflect the
specialisms and ethos of Digitech: so supporting the two
pathways of high tech/advanced engineering and creative and
digital media, and reflecting the 'employability' agenda by

bridging the gap between a
school and a workplace.”

Digitech, which will cater for
students aged 14 to 19, has
started to recruit staff for
English, maths, science,
boys' PE, humanities, French,
Design and Technology, ICT
and
computer
science,
business, enterprise and
finance, art and design,
photography and creative and
interactive media. The school
is recruiting students from a
wide radius and is reportedly proving very popular.

'Under pressure'

Meanwhile some Grange parents say they feel “under
pressure” to transfer their children before the 2016 deadline.
Those in Years 9, 10 and 11 at the Grange will be able to
complete their studies up to GCSE at the school if they want.
Those in Years 7 and 8 will have to move by September 2016
but their parents have received a letter from the council this
month saying “local schools have recommended that transfers
take place at the start of the new school year in September so
that your child can be fully supported”.
The letter says local schools will be visiting the Grange on 2nd
June and there will be open mornings early next month at Sir
Bernard Lovell, Downend, Mangotsfield, King's Oak and
Hanham Woods.
At the beginning of the closure consultation, Grange parents
were assured that their children could move to the new studio
school if they wanted but later it emerged there was no
guarantee of a place for them.

This week Cllr Manson said: “I did not vote for closure when it
became clear that some of these promises might not be
honoured. It is up to the Tories, who did vote for closure and
now run South Glos Council, to ensure these promises are
honoured.
“Cllr Terry Walker did call for a thorough investigation into the
closure of the Grange but this request and the legitimate
concerns of Kingswood residents will no doubt conveniently be
ignored.”

This week we asked South Gloucestershire Council about that
call for an investigation. A spokesperson said: "The matter was
debated at length by councillors on a number of occasions and
the allegation of any conflict of interest was fully addressed by
the monitoring officer present at the Children and Young People
Committee meeting."
• The private Rocking Horse Nursery is based in B Block at the
Grange. We have asked the nursery what will happen during
the reorganisation but had not received a response as we
went to print although we understand there is the opportunity
for it to move to accommodation at Parkwall Primary School.
14
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Tributes to former MP Jack Aspinwall
The funeral of the former Kingswood and Wansdyke
Conservative MP Jack Aspinwall, who died last week, will
take place tomorrow (Friday) in Bitton.
Mr Aspinwall, who had been fighting cancer, passed away
peacefully at his home in Bath Road, Willsbridge, on Tuesday
19th May, surrounded by his family. He was 82.

Tributes have poured in. Chris Skidmore, he was recently
returned as Conservative MP for Kingswood, said: “Jack
Aspinwall was an exemplary Member of Parliament, who
served the people of Kingswood, and then the constituency of
Wansdyke with distinction, the very model of what a good
constituency MP should be.

“Having Jack as my MP growing up inspired me to enter politics
myself: I first helped out leafleting for him when I was 11, and
he chaired my selection as the Conservative candidate in
Kingswood in 2008.
“He was delighted that Kingswood had a Conservative MP once
more, and was always there to help, to pass on his wisdom and
experience that I was so grateful for. Kingswood will be a poorer
place for the loss of a man who went from running a fish and
chip shop to serving in Parliament.

“My thoughts go out to Brenda and Jack's family, but I am sure
that they will be proud of a remarkable life, lived to the full in the
selfless dedication to public service that Jack Aspinwall will
always represent."
And former Labour MP Dan Norris, who took over from Mr
Aspinwall as MP for Wansdyke in 1997, said: “I am sad to hear
of the death of Jack Aspinwall and my thoughts are with his
wife, Brenda, and his family and friends.
“I found Jack to be an interesting politician and man. Politically
he and I had very different views but as a man, I always found
him to be friendly and personable and down-to-earth and I was
grateful for the kindness he showed me when I took over from
him as the MP for Wansdyke.

“Jack did some terrific work for charity, and not without some
personal cost, when he undertook a sponsored parachute jump
where he seriously injured his back as he landed. He also
compiled some really entertaining books of after-dinner
speeches, with people like former Prime Minister James
Callaghan and George Thomas, the ex-Speaker of the
Commons, to raise significant funds for good causes.
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“Many people will fondly remember Jack and his local work right
across the Kingswood and Wansdyke constituencies he was
proud to represent and will be saddened to hear of his passing.”

Jacob Rees-Mogg, Tory MP for North East Somerset, the
constituency which succeeded Wansdyke in 2010, said Mr
Aspinwall was a devoted servant of his constituents.

And the former Labour MP Terry Walker, who held the
Kingswood seat between 1974 to 1979, said Mr Aspinwall had
made a considerable contribution to the life of the Kingswood
area.
South Gloucestershire Conservative councillor Erica Williams,
who represents Bitton, said: ““It is extremely sad to hear of Jack
Aspinwall's passing. His door was always open to anyone who
needed help or advice. His work is an excellent example and
model for any councillor/MP to follow. Jack has left a huge void,
not only for his family, but for all those who were lucky enough
to know him.”
And April Begley, Labour councillor for Kings Chase, said she
knew Mr Aspinwall from the early 1970s when he was chair of
the governors at Samuel White Infant School and she became
a governor. She recalled: “He was very personable and
charming and gracious and very helpful.”
Jack, who had lived in Willsbridge for 49 years, was diagnosed
with cancer in early 2013. He is survived by his wife Brenda,
children John, Linda and Jane, and five grandchildren.
The funeral is at 10.30am at St Mary's Church.
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Saltford Festival 2015
Saltford is gearing up for its biennial festival next month.
The village will be transformed between 13th & 21st June
to host a wide range of events for all ages while its
reputation for fine hostelries will be more than justified
with a mouth-watering programme of food and drink
events.
The opening ceremony will be performed by MP Jacob ReesMogg on Saturday the 13th and the following day sees the High
Street closed to traffic for the popular Old Village Day with fancy

dress parade and more than 30 stalls. The following Saturday
(20th) is the day for the Country Market at Saltford Hall, the
school fair and gala dinner evening while the closing events on
Sunday 21st June move to the riverside with dragon boats,
races and a barbecue.
Many of the events are by advance ticket purchase and full
details, as well as the programme can be found at
www.saltfordfestival.org.uk
To purchase tickets call 01225 872489 or visit Saltford Post
Office.
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Steam rally supports
Kingswood charity

The annual Castle Combe Steam Rally, which is celebrating its
30th anniversary, is taking place this weekend - Saturday 30th
and Sunday 31st May.

The two-day event will raise money for the Kingswood - based
charity Jessie May, which provides cares for terminally ill children at home.

Farmer Dennis Marsh, who organises the rally, said: “This year
we're delighted to be supporting Jessie May.In previous years
we have raised thousands for our nominated charities so we
hope to be able to do the same for Jessie May.”

The event, which takes place at the race circuit, is open from
10am to 5pm each day. Tickets can be purchased on the day
(adults £6, OAPs £5 and children under 14 going free). There is
free parking on site.

C in the Park

The free 'C in the Park event' takes place this year on Sunday
21st June.
Funded by several churches in Downend, Bromley Heath,
Mangotsfield, Emersons Green and Staple Hill, Churches in the
Park is in its fourth year and will again be using the King George
V playing fields in Downend.

The day will begin at 11am with an open-air service when the Rt
Revd Mike Hill, the Bishop of Bristol, will be speaking and also
hosting a question and answer session.
People are encouraged to bring a picnic lunch as well as chairs
and blankets and there will also be refreshments on sale.

Then from 1pm to 4pm local schools and groups will entertain
the crowds from the main stage. There will also be lots of other
things for families to enjoy including puppets, large inflatables
and crafts.
20

There will be no charge for any of the attractions.
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entertainment in June

Open Gardens day

Several gardens in Bitton will be opening their gates to visitors
on Sunday 7th June.
Gardens will be open to view from noon to 5pm and there will be
also be a plant stall and cream teas at Church Farm from 2pm.

Programmes with a list of those taking part and a map are
available from the end of May at the village shop and pub, from
Fonthill Garden Centre, the Swan at Swineford and Manor Farm
Shop at Upton Cheyney.

Bitton Open Gardens is a free event organised by Bitton
Gardening Club which is affiliated to the residents' association.
Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Gabriel
Frankcom on 0117 932 6158 or Sue Murtagh on 932 6232.

Dog Show

There is a Dog Show and Community Fun Day at Barrington
Green Open Space in Kingswood on Saturday 13th June. The
event runs from 11am to 3pm and judging the dog classes starts
at 12 noon. There is a £2 entry fee for each competition. If you
want to register your dog in advance you can do so by e-mail to
janekingsmeadow@gmail.com.
For the rest of the community day there is face painting and a
bouncy castle for the children, as well as stalls, a barbecue and
cream teas. For more details visit www.kingsmeadowflat.org.uk

Village fete

Queen Charlton Village Fete will take place at 2pm on Saturday
13th June. Keynsham Brass Band will be playing and there will
be morris dancing and a classic racing car collection on show.
Othere attractions will include alpacas, creams teas, a
barbecue, bouncy bastle and skittles, plus stalls including brica-brac, crafts, cakes and plants.

There will be the chance to
win an iPad in the raffle.

Jumble sale

The Bitton Guide unit are
trying to raise money for a
new heating system for their
headquarters at the bottom of
Cherry Garden Hill and will
be holding an Old-Fashioned
Jumble Sale there on
Saturday 27th June from
10.30am to 1.30pm.
Tea, coffee and cakes will be
available.
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Gavin Osborn at the Space
Saltford musician Gavin Osborn makes something of a
homecoming when he performs at the Space in Keynsham on
Friday 5th June. Those who were lucky enough to see him
enthral a packed bar at the Ship Inn during last year's Music

Festival will need no more
introduction to this local singer
song-writer.

His latest and fourth album
Share Your Toys has just been
released to critical acclaim. It
was recorded in Newbridge,
Bath, where he now lives, and
Gavin was accompanied by
Saltford's Johnny Hare on
keyboard and trumpet.

His work is characterised by
songs with a self-effacing
pathos, often about ordinary people and domestic situations
and frequently laced with an intelligence and biting wit in the
tradition typical of comedy performers with something deeper to
say.

Another Bristol singer-songwriter, Jodie Stadden provides the
support and tickets costing £6 are on sale at the Bath Bakery
Cafe Bar inside Keynsham Library and at the One Stop Shop
on Market Walk.

Craft fair to support
Guatemala project

A craft fair will be held in Keynsham on Saturday 13th June to
raise funds to help send a team of Radstock & Keynsham
Methodist church members on a working visit to Guatemala.
The party of seven will fly out in July to spend three weeks
working with the Latin Link charity which is providing basic
education to teenagers and young adults who have previously
had no schooling.
The craft fair is at the Key Centre in Charlton Road from 10am
to 4pm and a range of locally produced products will be on sale,
as well as light refreshments.

22
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Charity scoops £385k Local history talk
Big Lottery grant
Kingswood

Kingsmeadow Community Flat has won three years' funding
from the Big Lottery Reaching Communities Awards.

The charity, based in Barrington Close in the New Cheltenham
area, has been around since 2006 and has gone from strength
to strength. Its activities and programmes provide support to
people facing multiple social and emotional challenges, such as
poor mental or physical health, alcohol and drug dependency,
debt, poor housing, lack of education, skills and unemployment.

Keynsham

The next meeting of St Keyna Townswomen's Guild is on
Tuesday 9th June when Mr Dyson, from the Keynsham &
Saltford Local History Society, will give a talk on the history of
the town at the Fear Hall at 9.45am.

The charity's chief officer Ceri Naylor said: “We are all just so
relieved that we can continue our programme of activities for
the coming few years and hopefully more.
“Receiving this award means continuation and expansion of
staff, volunteers and activities which will bring massive benefits
and positive change in our community.”

Fun day

The annual 999 Community Fun Day will take place on
Saturday 6th June at Barton Fields, Duncombe Lane, from
noon to 4pm.
Entry will be free and attractions lined up include a dog show,
stalls, face painting, play workers, fairground rides, a
barbecue, tag rugby and emergency vehicles.
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The Members' Day earlier this month was a great success and
was followed by a special ploughman's lunch to celebrate the
guild's 25th anniversary. Five of the founder members were
also able to attend.
The chosen charity for 2015 is Sophia's Dream to Walk and
members will be busy raising funds to help the seven-year-old
from Stockwood who suffers from cerebral palsy.
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Forum
Broadlands Academy are
holds
national football champions AGM
Keynsham

It's not just City and Rovers
bringing silverware back to Bristol
this year. On Tuesday 19th May,
Broadlands Academy U15 side
won the ESFA PlayStation
Schools trophy at the Madjeski
Stadium in Reading.

They beat Blacon High School
from Chester 3-1 with two goals
from Jack Goddard and one from
Shea Bennington-Mannings. Both
of
Goddard's
goals
were
nominated for Goal of the
Tournament and the Year 10
student also won the Man of the Match' award
and a new PS4 into the bargain.

Over 100 supporters and staff travelled to the
stadium, home to Championship side Reading
FC, where they were joined by an army of
family and friends. John Spring, team
manager said: "I am so proud of the boys'
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South Gloucestershire Over
Fifties Forum holds its
annual general meeting
tomorrow (Friday 29th May)
at Hanham Community
Centre from 2pm to 4pm.

The group has regular
meetings, with speakers on
a wide range of subjects
relevant to the needs of
older people.

achievements this season and am delighted
that they are National Cup champions
because it is exactly what they deserve. Their
performance was excellent and every single
player in the team played their part.
"I look forward to continuing working with the
team and am hopeful that they achieve further
success in Year 11.”

The speaker at the AGM will
be Major Colin HyltonJones, from the Salvation
Army.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Directory & What’s On
Accountancy
Services

Blinds

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Advertising

Building Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Appliances

Car Services
Caravans

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Motorhomes
Caravans
Classic Cars

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Undercover & Outside hardstanding
with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access
KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540

call today for more information
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Directory & What’s On
Carpentry

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Events

Clock Repairs

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
Dance Classes

Compost

Driveways

Events

Furniture Makers

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
The Week in • Thursday 28th May 2015
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Garden Services

Garden Services

Home Maintenance

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Hypnotherapy

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

Joinery

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Guttering
Services

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Painting
& Decorating

adverts
call
0117 986 0381

The Week in

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
The Week in • Thursday 28th May 2015

Directory & What’s On
Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845

Pet Services

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Stair Repairs

PLUMBING.
Taps, Washers, Ballvalves, toilets
etc. Call Gary 0788 422 5419

Schools

Storage

Skip Hire

Pest Control

TV & Aerials

Plastering

The Week in • Thursday 28th May 2015
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Directory & What’s On
Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Wedding
Photographer

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Kingswood

Downend

The St Peter's Hospice clearance store on Regent Street
is celebrating its first anniversary and proving popular
with bargain hunters with all items in store priced at
£4.50 or under.

All 60 pupils at Frome Vale Academy in Frenchay Road
planted either an apple or pear tree as part of the One Tree
Per Child innovative.

First year success for Frome Vale students
charity clearance shop plant trees
Stocked with womenswear,
menswear,
childrenswear,
shoes, books, homeware, toys,
accessories and even some
furniture, the store has T shirts
for £1, dresses for £3 and CDs
at 50p.

Assistant manager Natasha
Willis said: “The clearance store
has been massively successful
in its first year and the demand
is now so high we are putting out around 400 new items on
to the shop floor per day. “People know what they are getting
here, and if you've got an eye for it you can nab some really
great bargains. The great thing with our store is that an Asda
T-shirt can be snapped up for £1 which is a great bargain but
you can also get your hands on a designer T-shirt for £1 too.
People like getting more for their money and we can sell up
to £70 worth of stock in one go.”
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Co-founded by actress Olivia Newton-John, One Tree Per Child,
in partnership with Bristol City Council, aims to have every one
of the 36,000 children in Bristol's primary schools planting at
least one tree each. This project is part an after-school club run
by the Wales & West Forest School, where students have
regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence
through hands-on learning in a woodland environment.

It will be around three years before the trees bear fruit but during
that time the youngsters will be involved in maintaining and
looking after the trees.
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