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Action to curb bad
parking on new bus route
South Gloucestershire Council is fast-tracking road safety
measures to stop “inconsiderate and idiotic” parking on
the bend near Cherry Garden Primary School.
First's 42 bus service, which was re-routed at the end of March,
sees double-deckers struggling to get past parked cars,
particularly at school drop-off and pick-up times.
There has been anger and concern about the amended route of
the Keynsham-Kingswood-Bristol service, with up to 82 buses
a day now travelling along Oakleigh Gardens, Cherry Garden
Lane and Kenilworth Drive, past the primary school and over
the weak, narrow bridge that crosses the Bristol & Bath Railway
Path.

Locals say the decision to send buses through the quiet estate
has made it busy, noisy and dangerous. Vehicles have been
seen mounting the pavement when passing a bus and
sometimes double-deckers coming in opposite directions have
to pass on the bridge.
Cllr Erica Williams has been liaising with council highways
engineers about the “inconsiderate and idiotic parking” which is
making the situation worse and it has been decided that
advisory keep clear lines will be laid on a 21-metre stretch of
the bend where Oakleigh Gardens meets Cherry Garden Lane.

Cllr Williams said: “This is the most expedient way to deal with
those parents who insist on parking on the bend, making it
difficult to negotiate for car drivers, without adding buses into
the mix.”

going under the railway bridge on the A431 at Willsbridge. Even
though a 14ft 4in bus can fit, Network Rail's previous triangular
advice sign stating that it was not suitable for vehicles over 14ft
3in has been changed to a warning one and bus drivers run the
risk of being prosecuted if they flout it.
Although the 42 service is well used between Bristol city centre
and Kingswood, on this section of the route there are usually
only a few people on board.

A public meeting is being held at 6.30pm on Monday 18th May
at Cherry Garden Primary School. It will be attended by First's
managing director James Freeman.
Any further changes to the route would require the approval of
the Traffic Commissioner.

The work is expected to be carried out this month.

The service was re-routed after a ban on double-decker buses

Staple Hill

Army of gardeners

The Salvation Army's Gardening Club meets at the Citadel in
Broad Street on Monday 11th May at 10am for coffee for a
10.30am start. Contact 01179 407715 for further details.
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Fatal accident
on bypass
Keynsham

Police are appealing for witnesses to an accident on the
Keynsham bypass last week in which a motorcyclist was
killed.
The collision happened at around 9am on Thursday 30th April
and involved the motorcycle and a tractor which was towing a
trailer. The motorcyclist suffered serious injuries and was
treated at the scene but died shortly afterwards.

The A4 was closed in both directions for much of the day as
investigators carried out their examination, causing serious
traffic disruption in the area.
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Police say they are keen to hear from anyone who was in the
area at the time who may have information to help with their
inquiries.

“We would particularly like to speak to the driver of a skip lorry
which was in the area at the time who we believe could have
useful information to help us. We think the skip lorry was orange
in colour and travelling towards Bath,” said a spokesman for
Avon & Somerset police.
Call the collision investigators on the force number 101.
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Referendum on an elected
mayor to go ahead
B&NES

The group campaigning for an elected mayor for Bath & North
East Somerset have now collected the 7,000 signatures they
need to trigger a referendum - and say they will submit their
petition soon after the General Election.

Five per cent of the electorate have to sign the petition in order
to get a Yes/No referendum on electing a mayor and that has
now been achieved although the organisers say they are
collecting a few more “just to be safe”.
It is expected that a referendum will take place in October. If a
majority vote Yes in the referendum, there will be a mayoral
contest in 2016 and whoever wins that becomes the elected
mayor for the next four years.

Mayor for BANES - a group of residents of all ages and
occupations and with no political affiliation - organised the
petition because they believe an elected mayor would be a
better and more democratic answer to the district's challenges,
such as traffic congestion and housing needs.
Bristol has had elected mayor George Ferguson since 2012
and the campaigners say the city's resurgence and ability to
secure money from central government is partly due to the role,
which replaces the role of council leader.
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Campaigning in Keynsham last year
A directly elected mayor is free to choose a cabinet from the
best councillors, cross-party.

The ceremonial roles of Mayor of Bath and chairman of B&NES
Council would not be affected.
Find out more at http://mayorforbanes.org/
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Lorry driver rescued
after HGV overturns
at Bridgeyate

A lorry driver was taken to hospital suffering from head injuries
after being rescued from the cab of his HGV which overturned
on the A420 London Road at Bridgeyate last Thursday.

When Avon Fire & Rescue crews arrived on the scene shortly
after 5.30am they found the vehicle on its side and the driver,
thought to be in his 50s, trapped inside.

After stabilising the vehicle, they used a working platform to get
access to the cab and get the driver out.
The road was closed while the incident was ongoing and for
investigation and recovery work and there were severe delays
in the area for several hours.

Hillfields

Youth forum

A youth forum for the East and Central Bristol area is taking
place tonight (Thursday) at Hillfields Youth Centre from 5.30pm
to 8pm.
The forum is for young people aged 11 to 19 (up to 24 with a
learning disability).
There will be free food and refreshments. For more information
email ywparticpation@bristol.gov.uk
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VE celebrations at Keynsham
Sustainability award
Willsbridge Mill
for Civic Centre

The 70th anniversary of VE Day is tomorrow (Friday) and it will
be celebrated at Willsbridge Mill this weekend.
Music from the 1930 and '40s played on a gramophone will set
the scene, along with bunting and flags, and people are
encouraged to dress in period costume.

Meanwhile Jim Parkyn, the mill's resident art and craft expert, is
planning a theme-based workshop.
Sunday continues with a vintage-inspired tea, without rationing
constraints.

In our 16th April edition (Issue 367) we reported that the council
offices and One Stop Shop had been shortlisted for a regional
design award by the Royal Institute of British Architects.

At the awards ceremony held in Bath last week, the design by
Bristol based architects AHR won the institute's Sustainability
Award.

Community interest company Willsbridge Mill Community
Refresh took on the running of the mill last autumn. The new
venture aims to secure and improve the condition of the mill
buildings.
The cafe in the bar is proving very popular at weekends and is
getting busier on weekdays too.

The ground floor of the mill itself is now open to visitors with two
artisan businesses operating at weekends - Maple Leaf
Products, selling jam and chutney, and Drifting Tides gift shop.

Meanwhile a wildflower meadow has recently been planted next
to the mill with help from pupils from St Anne's School in Oldland
Common.

Oldland Common

New community
building clarification

Bitton Parish Council have asked us to point that the
proposed new community and youth centre for Oldland
Common which we featured in Issue 368 (page 24) will not
be used by Redfield Edge Pre-school as the group has
unfortunately folded.

However, parish clerk Sharon Robbins stresses that the new
building to replace the old youth club will, if approved by
South Gloucestershire Council, provide extra facilities for
local groups and anyone interested is asked to get in touch
by email at bittonpc@blueyonder.co.uk
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Another great performance
year for BSPA

Going into its summer term, Bristol School of
Performing Arts is once again proud to report on
another outstanding year.
The school has produced no fewer than four major
productions, staged in its in-house Hart Theatre, with at
least three more to follow before the July recess.

Add to this over 20 young dancers from the dance
department who appeared in the 2014/15 Hippodrome
pantomime Dick Whittington, plus 65 youngsters who
formed the choir for the recent touring production of Joseph
and his Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at Bath Theatre
Royal, you will understand BSPA's claim to be the School
that does perform!
Another performance opportunity occurred with the recent
involvement with the prestigious Fashion Live at the Mall at
Cribbs Causeway, whilst on the exam front yet another 40+
children achieved a level of passes at either high merit or
distinction in the recent LAMDA Drama and Musical Theatre
exams, with a 100% pass rate.

The school is currently gearing up for its third summer
school in which youngsters are given an opportunity to work
for a full week being tutored by West End performers and
choreographers, culminating in a performance on the final
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day in the Hart Theatre.

BSPA also boasts a veritable 'who's who' among its many
patrons - veteran comedian Ken Dodd, actress Vanessa
Redgrave, West End producer Bill Kenwright and major
pantomime promoter Kevin Wood, responsible for 10 major
productions each Christmas, including the Bristol
Hippodrome.
BSPA, in conjunction with its sister school, the Bristol School
of Dancing, form Bristol and the West Country's oldest and
most successful young people's performing arts academy.
For more information visit www.bspa.biz or email
info@bspa.biz
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School celebrates after
'outstanding' verdict
Downend

Bromley Heath Junior School in Quakers
Road has been given top marks by the
education watchdog Ofsted.

In a letter to parents, head Faye Kitchen
and chair of governors Martin Cross said:
“We are thrilled to tell you that our school
community has much to celebrate after our
recent Ofsted inspection – our school has
been graded 'outstanding' in all four
categories: achievement of pupils, quality of
teaching, behaviour and safety and
leadership and management . As a
school, we have always worked in
partnership with families to grow and
strengthen our school and this is a huge
opportunity to say thank you to you all, for
your ongoing support.”
Inspectors said the quality of teaching at the
240-pupil school was excellent and enabled

all groups of pupils to make very good
progress. The attainment of pupils at the
end of Year 6 in reading, writing and
mathematics has been significantly above
national averages for a number of years.
The report praises the “impeccable”
behaviour of the children and the leadership
of the headteacher, her deputy and other
members of the senior leadership team.

It says all staff are committed to maintaining
high standards and the governing body very
effectively holds the school to account for
pupils' achievement through thorough and
accurate scrutiny.
To improve further, the school has been told
to help the most able pupils to attain as well
at the very highest level in writing as they do
in maths.

'TV stars'
in Hanham

Hanham Scarecrow Trail
will be held over the
weekend of 9th and 10th
May and the theme this
year is TV characters.
The trail, organised by the
Friends of Christchurch
School, starts and ends at
the community centre and
involves
identifying
scarecrows in local shop
windows.
The event runs from
10am to 2pm on both
days. Entry is £3 for a
family of up to five people
and 50p per extra person.
There will be a prize for
most correctly guessed
scarecrows.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 10th May

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)
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Letters

Energy companies
under fire

Dear Sir,
This letter comes to you from a very angry
writer with the following questions
requiring answers.
1. Are energy companies above the law
and are they criminals for overcharging
and withholding money owed to
customers?
2. What utter use is the energy regulator
when its decisions are ignored by the
suppliers?
3. What is the point of an Ombudsman
service if they too are not accountable?
4. Why is the Citizens Advice Bureau
unable to help?
5. Why are solicitors shy to take on
energy companies?
6. When will customers take up the
challenge?
Some facts to peruse which made
national headlines. On 4th February
Ofgem imposed a sales ban for 12 days
on Scottish Power because of poor
customer
service.
The
supplier
subsequently moved 500 sales staff over
to support its customer complaints
department. And on 2nd April E.ON was
fined £7m for overcharging - on top of
£7m the previous year. It would appear
these companies have more might than
God. These companies are also blatantly
misleading with their advertising and once
again are untouchable.
Surely the Energy Secretary is aware of
the situation and should intervene and
make it possible for the general public to
retrieve money owed to them by
admission for periods of up to 18 months
or longer.
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If any of your readers are a victim and feel
it would take a forum to champion our
cause, please write to your MP.
G Neale
Bristol
One final question - does the Government
use the fine money taken to pay out
Winter Fuel Allowance?

Traffic mayhem

Dear Sir,
As a resident in Court Road in Oldland
Common for many years, I am appalled at
the amount of traffic using our road.
Not only are we a short cut to Asda and
the shopping centre in Longwell Green,
we have two schools in the area, namely
Sir Bernard Lovell and St Anne's Primary.
At 8.30am and between 3.30pm and 4pm
it is absolute mayhem.
Having contacted both council and a
member of Chris Skidmore's team on
many occasions, I am wondering if they
are waiting for a serious accident to
happen before raising the problem with
highways to get suitable procedures in
place to help drivers to comply with the
speed limit, which in my opinion should be
20mph as it is in North Street.
Jenny Jefferies
Court Road
Oldland Common

Everyone has the right to
green spaces

Dear Stephen,
Terry Hayward's letter (Issue 368) was a
clear and concise assessment of the
tunnel-visioned 'slum perpetuation policy'
which has been endorsed by every
politician involved in this election, the
sanctity of the 'Green Belt'.
They, and local authorities, are merely
reacting
to
pleas
from
selfish

neighbouring communities, like Saltford, a
hamlet that grew up around a commercial
enterprise, surrounded by a few farms,
warranting a couple of shops and a pub,
conveniences which attracted the well-off
in the two local cities to escape from the
pollution and overcrowding and build
there.
These first polluters of the 'Green Belt',
instead of agreeing to a properly
regulated extension of their pleasant living
conditions nearby, have taken the 'I'm all
right, Jack' position, and screamed for
protection. They ignore the plight of
residents in places like Easton and
Windmill Hill, whose view out the back
window is a walled yard, 15ft square,
cluttered with recycling bins because the
front door opens onto the pavement - and
no
prospect
of
any
improved
accommodation.
Everybody has the right to 'Green Belt'
conditions, i.e. adjacent green spaces to
act as lungs, and with sensible planning,
most could get them, using a similar
approach to the founding of Bristol and
Bath as cities in the 19th century - housing
grouped around green squares or spaces,
with wide roads.
Unlike later developments, roads should
be wide enough to allow for visitor parking
on both sides, with sufficient room for
emergency and delivery vehicles. Each
house should have its garden size based
on occupancy, and sacrifice some of it to
leave space for at least two vehicles off
road per resident family. Most houses in
my area have sacrificed their front
gardens for this purpose, but the roads
are much too narrow to cure congestion
problems.
M O'Regan
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Letters

A salute to election
candidates

Just as it did in 2010, May Day Bank
Holiday Monday sees us at our desks,
completing the pages of an edition which
will come out on Election Day.
For many, you will be reading this
knowing who will be running the country
for the next five years and your local
council for the next four. Unlike 2010,
when Parliament was dissolved and an
election called, the introduction of fixedterm governments resulted in the
'campaign' starting much earlier than
usual and while it has provided a lot of
stories to cover in our pages, I for one,
am glad that this particular edition is
'election free'. Of course next week, we
will have all the reaction to results in the
five Parliamentary constituencies and
three district or city councils that our
readership covers.
2015 unfortunately has also been a year
when both local and Parliamentary
elections have taken place.
Not
surprisingly, Westminster has taken
precedence but it is a shame that local
issues which affect our readers far more
have not really had the airing they
deserve.
While we have avoided publishing our
opinions and stuck to reporting other
people's, the truth of the matter is that,
three days before polling day, no one
here has any idea of who will win - either
nationally or locally. Even talking to
some of the candidates in recent days,
they weren't sure either. Have we seen
the end of the old two-party system? Has
traditional party support evaporated in
favour of emerging, more radical
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parties?
The problem for a weekly paper
published on a Thursday is that we won't
have the answers until our 14th May
issue. We will, of course, be using our
website to full effect over the coming
days and while the results will be widely
available in a host of different formats,
we hope to have comment and reaction
from the winners and losers on
www.theweekin.co.uk
We have attended a lot of press
meetings, hustings and photo calls over
the last few weeks and met several of
the candidates standing in our five
constituencies.
Almost
without
exception, if you
peel away the party
political veneer, you
find a committed,
dedicated individual
prepared to work
hard in pursuit of
their aims. Behind
each of them has
been a band of
equally dedicated
supporters,
all
volunteers who have

been out in all weathers.
Many of the candidates won't be giving
up the day job and are realistic enough
to know that their chances of spending
the next five years in Westminster are
slim. Those with more likelihood of
becoming an MP have performed
commendably
and
admirably
demonstrated their suitability to do the
job.
Of course, only five will actually be on
the next train to London but we thank
and salute all who have put themselves
forward.
Stephen Rodgers
Editor

11

Churches unite for
community weekend
Longwell Green

Four churches are coming together in Longwell Green
this weekend as part of the national HOPE initiative.
HOPE started in 2008 with churches working together to
bring hope to people in their communities in practical ways.

The Mustard Tree Community Church, the United Church
Longwell Green (UCLG), One Church in Cadbury Heath and
St Anne's Church in Oldland Common have teamed up to
organise this weekend's events.

On Saturday morning teams of volunteers will be going out
and helping with local people's gardens and there will be a
range of events for young children. There will be a bouncy
castle at the Mustard Tree in Watsons Road from 10.30am
and a café at the same venue.
Children will be invited to decorate plant pots and plant
geraniums, and then they will be delivered to the nearby
Avonlea Court sheltered accommodation home.

On Saturday afternoon at UCLG there will be a free bouncy
castle, free crafts and fun on a double-decker bus that will
be in the car park. There will be cream teas with

Last year's event

entertainment and then a film night which starts at 7pm.

On Sunday morning there will be a big joint service at the
United Church when the Bishop of Bristol the Rt Rev Mike
Hill will be speaking.
There will be a free barbecue and bouncy castle and bus
after the service.
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Across
7 False report or French duck (6)

7 False report or French duck (6)
8 Place of confinement (6)
9 Empty space (4)
10 Practice sessions (8)
11 Easily broken (7)
13 Competitor (5)
15 Jewish doughnut (5)
17 Protection for part of the body (7)
20 Retain (8)
21 Affectionate (4)
22 A lie (6)
23 Turn inside out (6)
Down
1 Steam (6)
2 Magician's tool (4)
3 Eccentric (7)
4 Narcotic (5)
5 Source of mass produced food (4,4)
6 Body (6)
12 Office responsible for the economy (8)
14 Malevolent (7)
16 Sum total (6)
18 Elaborate or showy decoration (6)
19 Produce offspring (5)
21 Roman numeral V (4)
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Spot check at
care home
Downend

Health watchdogs have published their report after they
carried out an unannounced visit to Gracefields Nursing
Home in North Road.

They said they found a very clean and fresh environment,
and thought the staff were friendly and welcoming but
flagged up a “major concern” about the lack of understanding
of English that some demonstrated.

Pucklechurch

On the scarecrow trail

Lots of people enjoyed the annual scarecrow trail held to
raise money for St Thomas a Becket Church.
The trail was held over Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday
and the theme this year was Heroes - Fact & Fiction.

Our picture shows young scarecrow hunters next to 'Forrest
Gump' in a re-creation of the famous bench scene from the
movie where he talks about life being like a box of
chocolates.

They also made a series of recommendations for the home
to consider, including having more residents' meetings,
checking that the food is hot when it is served and making
people more aware of the services on offer.

The 'Enter and View' visit was carried out by volunteers from
Healthwatch South Gloucestershire. Healthwatch teams
have the right to visit care homes and hospitals to listen to
patients and families and make recommendations about how
the service might be improved.

The care home has seen the comments and the full report.
Home manager Kathleen Ortiz said: “The Enter and View
visit was a very positive experience to us and we have
considered the report empowering and motivating. The
recommendations have been taken into account and we
endeavour to continue working on improving our
performances and services.”
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Railway path closed Good Ofsted report
again on Saturday
for primary school
Staple Hill

Staple Hill

The Bristol and Bath Railway Path between Teewell Hill and
west of Staple Hill Tunnel reopened last Friday - but will be
closed again this Saturday (9th).

Staple Hill Primary has been praised as a 'good' school by
Ofsted inspectors.

This section of the path was closed last autumn to enable
essential bridge widening work above to take place. This
involved using the railway path as a construction site to build
foundations to hold the wider bridge, which includes new
footways and improved cycle facilities, in place.

The 315-pupil school in Page Road was rated as 'good' in all
four categories - achievement of pupils, quality of teaching,
behaviour and safety and leadership and management.
The inspectors said leaders had taken constructive steps to
continue improving teaching and achievement and that teaching
was good across the school, leading to good achievement.
The strong relationships between adults and pupils were
highlighted, with the report saying that those who are disabled
and with special educational needs are well supported.
Disadvantaged pupils also progress well.

The report said there was a high priority on maintaining very
good behaviour and safety. Governors were praised for using
information to challenge leaders and to support continued
improvement in the quality of teaching.
South Gloucestershire Council says there is still some additional
work to carry out which will require the path and road above
(Teewell Hill) to be closed on Saturday while the bridge arch is
installed. While the railway path has been closed, the council
has also carried out essential maintenance work to the Staple
Hill Tunnel, including re-pointing the arch and airshafts.
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The inspectors said that Staple Hill was not yet an outstanding
school because leaders did not always act quickly enough
following monitoring to drive rapid improvements to teaching
and pupils' achievement.

And attainment in writing, although getting better, is below the
national average and teachers' marking does not always result
in pupils improving their work.
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Fishponds

Fun day to mark pre-school's
40th anniversary

St Joseph's Pre-school in Forest Road is having a family fun day
on Saturday 9th May to celebrate its 40th birthday.

There will be a barbecue, bouncy castles and a large inflatable
slide, plus games such as hook a duck and mini golf, along with
a raffle and tombola and a pirate themed treasure hunt which
will be judged by Elsa & Spiderman.
Local children will entertain with dancing and Taekwondo
displays and there will be a shopping 'hall' with cakes, used toys
and books, as well as tables for local business sellers.

Brass Mill reopens
after long closure
Saltford

Having been closed to visitors since the end of 2012 and
following major remedial work, Saltford Brass Mill reopens this
weekend (9th and 10th May) for the 2015 season, which
happens to be National Mills Weekend.

The mill will be open from 10am to 4pm on both days. Thereafter
it will open on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month
from 10am to 4pm through to the end of October.

The event runs from 2pm to 5pm and the entrance fee is 50p for
adults (children free).

Frenchay

Big Sing in church

A 'Family Big Sing' will take place at St John the Baptist
Church on Frenchay Common on Saturday 16th May from
2pm to 3pm.
The free event, led by professional musicians, is aimed at
children under 10 and their families.

People are invited to stay on afterwards for afternoon tea
and a play on the Common.
For more information and to book a place call 07507 238863.
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The mill is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, being the only
surviving building, still with a furnace and working water wheel,
remaining from a group of 18th century mills making copper and
brass goods in the Avon Valley between Bristol and Bath.
Group visits can normally be arranged for any date and time find out more at www.brassmill.com
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Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?

Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.
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Open day at Mama Bear's
nurseries
Mama Bear's nurseries in Crews Hole, Brislington,
Downend, Fishponds and Soundwell are among those
in the chain offering parents the chance to bring their
babies, toddlers and pre-school children along to a free
open morning on Saturday 16th May.
Arts and crafts activities, messy play and cakes will be on
offer, while parents will have the chance to see what children
get up to during a nursery day, tour facilities and find out
more from staff.
Mama Bear's owner Bev Driffield said: “The open mornings
are a great opportunity for parents to explore their local
nursery and meet the fantastic staff team. We offer yearround funded places and families may even find they are
eligible for a free place.
“Choosing childcare is one of the biggest decisions a parent
has to make and feeling confident with the people you are
leaving your child with is so important.
“We are offering free registration on the day and if nothing

else these sessions will be great for parents looking for
something fun and different to do with their child for an hour.”
For more information visit www.mamabear.co.uk

Situations Vacant
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New restaurant at Crown
Saltford

A new restaurant will open on Friday (8th May) at the Crown Inn
in Saltford.

Gone is the old skittle alley and in its place is the smart new
Barn Restaurant which seats 60 and can cater for all occasions.
There is also a new casual dining area in the conservatory with
sofas and club chairs.

The pub's large rear garden has a brand new children's play
area, including a bouncy castle for the summer.

To go with the new-look dining facilities is a new menu with a
specials board and a Sunday carvery, and there are plans for a
Wednesday carvery and theme nights.
The Crown is still under the same ownership, the family-run

BWW Ltd, but is under new management with all new staff.

Laurence Whitlock, who has 25 years of experience in the
trade, is the landlord, and the kitchen side is run by Filer
Catering which also looks after the menu at the Crown's sister
pub - the Horseshoe on Siston Common - as well as Knowle
Golf Club and Stinchcombe Golf Club in Gloucestershire.

The Crown has two bars and there is free WiFi and wide-screen
TVs. There is a quiz every Wednesday, starting at 8.30pm.
The pub is open Monday to Saturday from noon to 11pm, with
food served until 9pm, and on Sunday from noon to midnight,
with food until 8pm.
The Crown is at 500 Bath Road, Saltford. Call 01225 872728.
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St George's Day
Celebrations
St George

Students at Summerhill Academy who are members of the
Cubs, Beavers, Guides, Scouts and Brownies, were invited
to wear their uniforms into school to celebrate St George's
Day.

Over thirty students donned their uniforms to celebrate this
traditional event.

Spring fete

St Dunstan's Church in Keynsham is holding its spring fete
on Saturday 16th May from 2pm to 4pm.
There will be stalls, games, a children's fancy dress
competition, a barbecue, teas and a bar.

It is a chance to see the award-winning gardens and recently
refurbished hall and to meet some police horses.
Entrance is free.
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Frenchay

May Day celebrations
at school

All students at Begbrook Primary Academy had the pleasure
of watching Morris Dancers perform in their school. This
event organised by Jack Neal from the Bristol Morris Men
and was staged to celebrate the May Day festival.
After watching the dance
students were involved in
a question and answer
session with the dancers
and discovered how the
dance and costumes
evolved and originated.

Students
were
also
invited to wear green on this day to celebrate the fact that
Bristol won the 'European Green Capital 2015'. Students
discovered more about this in their lessons throughout the
day.
Duncan Cruickshank, Principal of Begbrook Primary
Academy said, “It has been a really fun exciting day for our
students, no doubt one that they will remember for a long
time. But this has also been an invaluable teaching and
learning day. Today has allowed us to talk to our students
about History, British traditions and Bristol as the European
Green Capital.”
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Hands-on experience
for equine students

Students at Bath College are being given first-hand
experience of caring for abandoned and neglected horses
to help them get ahead in the equestrian industry.
The college's Somer Valley campus at Midsomer Norton is
working in partnership with Whitchurch-based charity
HorseWorld, with students spending at least one day a week
helping to rehabilitate the rescued horses. Each animal has an
individual programme of rehabilitation, including veterinary care,
dentistry and farriery, as well as handling and training to improve
their chances of being re-homed.

Kingswood

Education Secretary
'tops out' new school

The Education Secretary Nicky Morgan returned last week to
see how work is progressing on the new £3.7m primary school
being built in the grounds of King's Oak Academy.

The school, which is due to open in September with 60
Reception places, will expand by one year group annually until
reaching capacity in 2021.

The new school is part of the Cabot Learning Federation (CLF)
and will make King's Oak a four to 19 academy, with children in
Year 6 being guaranteed a place in Year 7. Some places are still
available for September.
Mrs Morgan, who first visited the school in January, performed
the 'topping out' ceremony at the school last Monday with Chris
Skidmore, who as Kingswood's MP helped secure funding from
the Government for the new build. Both were given a brief tour
by representatives of BAM, the building company.

Students at HorseWorld

The equine management course covers stable management,
coaching skills and the leisure and tourism-related aspects of
the equestrian world. Students go on to employment within the
industry, including horse breeding on stud farms, grooming,
teaching at riding schools, or in one of the many career
opportunities available in the racing industry.

Mr Skidmore had also supported King's Oak's recent bid for
£4.5m of Government money to improve both its buildings and
sports facilities but the school missed out.

Mrs Morgan told The Week In there had been a lot of demand
for grants but she would encourage the school to apply again.

Student Ella Boyce, 17, said: “I've always loved horses, so I'm
studying what I love. Being at HorseWorld is the best part of the
course as it's so hands-on, you learn while out in the field.”

St George

Neighbourhood meeting

The next meeting of the St George Neighbourhood Forum
is on Tuesday 12th May at Summerhill Methodist Church in
Air Balloon Road from 7pm to 9pm.
It is a chance for local people to say how they would like to
see their neighbourhood improved.
Information on local projects and volunteering opportunites
will also be available.
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Fete line-up so
far is revealed

Miracle theme to
flower festival

Whitchurch

Hanham

Whitchurch Village Fete Committee has begun planning for
the 39th annual event which will be held at Greensmore
Field over the August Bank Holiday weekend.

Hanham Methodist Church held its annual festival of flowers
with the theme this year being It's A Miracle.

There will be a barn dance on Saturday 29th August at 7.30pm
with the Granny Smiths, and a car boot sale on Sunday 30th
August, with the fete itself taking place on the Monday when
there will be plenty of attractions, including a flowers, vegetables
and handicrafts show in the marquee, a dog show, arena
events, a licensed bar, tea tent, sideshows and stalls. Car
parking will be free.

BBC presenter Alex Lovell with last year's fete princesses.
Photo: Dave Webster

The team - Marion Biggs, Glenys Lewis, Pat Webber, Pauline
Kirby, Angela Sagar, Ann Houlden (pictured) plus Barbara
Lewis and Marjorie Brooks - spent some 150 hours preparing for
the festival, which was well attended.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Several stalls and arena events have already been confirmed,
including Ferretworld, the Whitchurch-based Justine Garner
dancers, the Shaolin Wushu Academy, from Easton, Kingswood
Winds, Bristol Zoo's 'Zoo to You' mini-monsters and the
Enchante Baton Twirlers, from Keynsham. A spokesman for the
organisers said: “We are already indebted to several local
businesses who sponsor events during the fete weekend and
contribute raffle prizes and vouchers, and we would welcome
any further contributions to help ensure the success of the fete
in raising funds for local charities and organisations.”

More volunteers would also be welcomed. If you would like to
help in any way, or would like to book an 'early bird' prime stall
position around the main arena, contact Ashton Broad on 01275
832148 or email whitchurchvillagefete@hotmail.co.uk
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Crystal Clear expands again
It's been a challenging few
years for many in business,
but Crystal Clear, the familyowned company based in
Brislington, is enjoying the
increasing interest in home
improvements by moving
into expanded premises,
offering new products and
launching a new website.

Managing director James
Mizen and Tony Fox (now
retired) founded Crystal Clear in
1999
to
take
customer
experience in the double
glazing industry to a new level.
The business has gone from strength to strength and has
recently become even more of a family concern with eight
Mizen members now part of the team, which prides itself on the
highest standards of service.

Expanding the showroom in Emery Road and taking on the
premises next door means there is now a spacious showroom
where customers can browse an extended range of composite,
bi-fold, PVCu, French, patio and panelled doors, casement,
sliding, bay and sash windows, and the latest in contemporary
roof lights. The new 'Livin Room' orangery-style extension
offers customers the best of both worlds - the light and roof of
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a conservatory with the walls and ceiling of an extension.

The new Crystal Clear website - www.crystalclearbristol.co.ukis the latest part of Crystal Clear's expansion. James Mizen
said: “We're really proud of the new look and feel, and the
information offered on the website is relevant, succinct and
easy to navigate.”
The showroom, which has an area to keep children entertained
while their parents browse, is open on weekdays from 7.30am
to 4.30pm, from Saturdays 9am to 3pm and on Bank Holiday
Mondays from 10am to 3pm.
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Much to see and
do at Saltford
Village Festival

The nine-day Saltford Village Festival, which has been over
a year in the planning, is fast approaching and organisers
say it will be the best ever.
The village-wide, biennial event, which raises money for the
community as well as for charities, runs from Saturday 13th
June to Sunday 21st June.

Scores of events will provide an insight into the history,
geography, geology, social life and natural history of the village.
The long-awaited book of Saltford Memories and the 2016
Saltford calendar will be on sale and there will be the chance to
see and to hear about the Carthaginian Coin - one of the oldest
coins ever found in Britain which suggests early links between
the Mediterranean and the Bristol Channel and/or the River
Avon in the Iron Age.

It was discovered by a local resident near the River Avon in
Saltford in November 2012 after it had burst its banks during a
particularly severe flood.

Keynsham

£500 for community group

Community @ 67 has been named the winner of Taylor
Wimpey Bristol's Community Chest initiative.

The campaign was launched in January, offering a £500
donation to a charitable organisation or community group which
was deemed most deserving by local people. Nominations were
invited for the funding and Community @ 67 was selected as
the winner by a special panel of judges.
Set up four years ago in Queens Road, Community @ 67
provides social and learning activities for local people of all
ages, including a job club, book club, arts and crafts sessions
and training courses in areas such as maths and IT skills, while
it also runs a food co-operative where people can buy locally
sourced fruit and vegetables. It also hosts Keynsham Town
Community Radio.

Claire Hudson, chair of Community@67, said: “We're going to
spend the £500 on improving our kitchen facilities because we'd
like to provide a wider range of dishes. We're going to buy new
crockery, a mixer and lots of other items that will allow us to put
on things like a Christmas lunch.”

The festival opening will take place at Saltford Hall on the
morning of the 13th and in the afternoon Saltford Golf Club will
hold an open day, with a hog roast in the evening.

The 14th will see Old Village Day, with a street market, fancy
dress with a wartime theme, tea on the Manor House lawn, a
village crier, dancing and much more.
During the week there will be numerous events for children
including an It's a Knockout on Monday 15th June at 5.30pm on
the school field.

People are invited to make and display a 'comedy scarecrow' for
a village trail, with entry forms available from Saltford Post
Office.

And there will be the chance to eat out every night at various
events including a Festival Supper Evening at the Bird in Hand
on the 15th.
A full programme can be downloaded at
http://saltfordhall.co.uk/downloads/festival_programme.pdf

Tickets are available from Saltford Hall 01225 874081 and
Saltford Post Office.
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Claire Hudson receives the award
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Estate agent scores hat
trick at industry awards
The lettings manager at Blue Sky Property in Longwell Green
has been named one of the five best People in Property in the
UK at the ESTAs (Estate & Letting Agent Awards) national
property industry awards.
Matt Punter was one of only five individuals from across the UK to
come away with the prestigious People Award, which was voted for
by thousands of customers.
The lettings team also walked away with two other awards - Gold
Award for Lettings Agent (South West) voted by tenants and a
Silver Award for Lettings Agent (South West) as voted by landlords.
The team collected their awards from the host of the ceremony in
London, TV presenter, property expert and celebrity Phil Spencer.
Matt Punter said: “We were hoping to build on our success of last
year where we took away a Bronze award in the landlord category
but to have come away with three awards this year is an absolute
dream come true.

“Many letting agents focus their attention on the service provided to
their landlord, so I'm especially thrilled to be recognised for our fairplay attitude and excellent customer service towards our tenants.
Customer service is at the heart of everything we do. These awards
are extremely difficult to come by so thank you to everyone who
took the time to vote for us.”
Meanwhile Bristol Property Centre, based on the Tower Lane

The Blue Sky team with Phil Spencer (centre)

Business Park in Warmley, won the regional Gold Award for
Lettings Agent and was also Best in County winner for lettings
agents, both awards being rated by landlords.
Phil Spencer, who has hosted the awards every year since their
inception in 2003, said: “An agent's role is about guiding people
through one of the most stressful times in their lives and that's not
an easy job. The ESTAs help agencies to focus on customer
service levels.”

Free bowling
sessions

Looking for something to do from 10am to 1pm on a Sunday?

Wellsway Short Mat Bowling Club in Keynsham are offering free
membership for their new Sunday morning sessions that are open
to new or experienced bowlers.

The first three sessions are also free. Equipment is supplied and
tuition given by qualified coaches with DBS certification.

The club meets at Wellsway Sports Centre. To book your place
call Dave on 01225 872780 or email wellswaysmbc@live.co.uk for
more information.

Under-fives invited
to play football

Longwell Green Sports Youth, who are Gloucestershire
Football Association's Community Club of the Year, have a
new under-five group starting in June.
The group is for boys and girls currently in pre-school who
will be starting in reception at primary school in September
and there are already a good number of boys and girls on the
list.

Email goaliegriff@tiscali.co.uk for further details. There are
also some vacancies on sides through the ages so feel free
to inquire.
24
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Planning Applications
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Directory & What’s On
Accountancy
Services

Blinds

Building Services

Caravans

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Advertising

Motorhomes
Caravans
Classic Cars

Undercover & Outside hardstanding
with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access
KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540

call today for more information

Carpet Fitters

Building Services
Appliances

Car Services

Carpet Cleaning

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Carpentry

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

Dance Classes

An advert

like this costs

Clock Repairs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Driveways

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Compost

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

Electrical

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Computers / IT

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Thursday 7th May 2015

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Garden Services

DIGGER HIRE. Digger for
hire with driver. All ground
works - no job too smal
Free quotations
07875 692480

Home Help

An advert like this
costs

Garden Services

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Home Maintenance

Guttering
Services

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
28

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Home
Improvements

Locksmiths

Physiotherapy

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Hypnotherapy

Pest Control

Plastering

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Pet Services
Locksmiths

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
The Week in • Thursday 7th May 2015

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Skip Hire

TV & Aerials

Venue Hire

Stair Repairs

Podiatry

Sewing Lessons

Uniforms

Venue Hire
An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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Waste Disposal

Storage

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Wedding
Photographer

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bereavement

Announcements

Births

Ad advert
like this

Sophie Anne
Williams

Picture
plus 50 words
costs £25
(inc VAT)

Call
0117 9860381
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Born 28th April
a healthy 9lbs

to Helen and Jim

Congratulations from
Nan, Grandad and
'Uncle' Eric

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Crossword Solution
V
W
C A N A R
P
N
V O I D
U
B R I T T
R
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M
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U
U
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