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£43k funding boost to
support young carers
B&NES

Young carers in Bath and North East Somerset will benefit from
a £43,000 boost from Carers Trust, which works nationally to
improve the lives of the UK’s seven million carers.

The Carers’ Centre, which operates from premises in Bath and
Radstock and supports the area’s 3,000-plus young carers, has
won the funding.
“Young adult carers face tremendous challenges,” said Sonia
Hutchison, who is in charge at the Carers’ Centre.

“The pressures of caring can lead to fewer opportunities at
school, college and with employment. This funding will be used
to create a programme of support focusing on health and
independence and has secured Alice Miller, a specialist in
working with this age group.”
In addition, the centre is co-ordinating personal health checks
and activities for young people to improve fitness and well-being
and cookery groups to promote healthier eating. To help with
independence in adulthood, workshops and advice about
college courses, employment, banking and budgeting will be on
offer. Alice Miller will be working alongside colleagues Roy
Maguire and Steve Newman, both new to the centre’s young
carers’ team.

If you are a carer and would like to access support and
information call the free number 0800 0388 885 or visit
www.banescarerscentre.org.uk

2

‘Will it take a fatal accident
Residents living on Craven Way in Barrs Court say
the volume, speed and weight of traffic using the road
has reached “saturation point” and there are fears
there may be a serious or even fatal accident.
Anne Sheppard wrote to The Week In to say that there are no

traffic calming measures on the section of road where she lives
– the Warmley end - and that the health and safety of residents,
including a local blind couple, are being put at “severe risk”.

She and her husband Alan say the only time they can hope to
get any peace and quiet is between 1am and 5am.

She told us: “The main issue in our lives and those of our

neighbours is the volume and speed of traffic on Craven Way.
We live at the opposite end of Craven Way from Asda – opposite
Kennmoor Close.

“We moved into our house in 1984 and in the time we have lived

here the road has become so busy that we feel it is now one of
the busiest in Bristol.”

In the past Mrs Sheppard has been in contact with Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore about the problem. He got in touch with

South Gloucestershire Council’s highways department and was
told by principal engineer Mark Parry that there were already

traffic calming measures on the eastern section, including
coloured surfacing treatment at the junction of Wraxall Road and
several narrowings along the length of Craven Way.
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on Craven Way before traffic problems are sorted?’
She wrote back to say Mr Parry’s assumptions were incorrect

and reiterated that there were no narrowings at her end of
Craven Way.

Recently Mrs Sheppard and her husband Alan responded to a
survey from Jo McCarron, who will be standing for Labour at
next year’s General Election. She asked people living in the
area what the issues were and has had a meeting with Mrs

Sheppard and her neighbours to see what can be done, and
there is talk of starting a petition.

Mrs Sheppard said: “We feel that urgent action needs to be
taken in respect of the volume of traffic on this road. In addition
to the volume of traffic, we have very heavy vehicles using the

road. The road is not wide enough to cope with this and is
already dipping in places.”

The couple are also concerned about possible damage to

foundations of their home and say local property values are
being affected.

She feels it would ease traffic considerably if the road was

made partly one way: “We currently have traffic from Wraxall
Road, the other end of Craven Way, the ring road and Tower
Road coming onto our road.”

Other suggestions that have been raised include a lower speed
limit and speed ‘pillows’.

The Sheppards’ neighbour Rebecca Garrett said: “The

increased volume and size of vehicles needs to be addressed

and safer traffic calming measures must be prioritised. The
chicanes cause cars to speed up and makes the roads unsafe
to cross. Traffic queuing, increased amounts of car fumes and
aggressive behaviour have become the norm here.

“We cross Craven Way to take the children to school which we

numerous occasions.”

Alan and Anne Sheppard

Recently it was announced that there would be a review of the

chicanes further along Craven Way which have been blamed

for increasing traffic congestion and road rage. Parkwall ward

councillors Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin said in other parts of
South Gloucestershire chicanes had been replaced with speed

tables, which cause less congestion but still slow drivers and
help to make crossing the road safer.

have found easier by the roundabout - the number of drivers on
their mobile phones, not indicating and speeding on to Craven

Way is shocking. There will be a serious accident one day
soon.”

Laura Bull, of Kennmoor Close, whose home backs on to
Craven Way, said: “There are times that we try to avoid leaving

the street as it’s near impossible to get out with the queue for
the chicane going past one way and the queue for the ‘wonky’

roundabout and on up to the A4174 ring road. Bus stops

immediately opposite the turning and straight away on the left
add to the problem. I’ve been stuck for at least 10 minutes on
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Bitton

Public consultation over old factory development
Residents are being invited to find out more about plans to
redevelop the old Intier factory site at a consultation event next
week.

New owners St Congar are inviting people to a public
consultation event on Wednesday 30th April to view and
discuss new proposals regarding the redevelopment of Golden
Valley Mill.

The informal drop-in event will be from 5pm to 8pm at St Mary’s
Church Hall, Church Lane, Bitton, and the project team will be
on hand to explain the design approach and to answer
questions.
The property development company specialises in buying
brownfield sites prior to planning permission being secured,
then partners up with a housebuilder.
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The consultation event is part of a wider programme of
consultation and engagement ahead of a planning application
which is expected to be submitted later this year.

St Congar bought the derelict site from the Stronach Group,
whose redevelopment plans had included 150 homes, a care
home and community employment.

The Intier factory closed in 2006. There had been industry on
the site since 1761 when a brass mill was established.
If you have any questions in advance of next Wednesday’s
event or are unable to attend, contact Iceni Projects for more
information at info@iceniprojects.com or on 020 3435 4208.
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Historic stone wall finally restored
Keynsham

Work has finally been carried out to
restore and protect a historic stone wall
in Keynsham.

We highlighted the problem last July
(Issue 277). The wall separates Dapps
Hill from Harriets Yard and forms the
gateway to the town’s Dapps Hill
Conservation Area. More than 20ft high
in places, it had trees and shrubbery
growing through it and was deemed at
risk of potential collapse in places.

Cllr Hale said: “In Keynsham we have
lost most evidence of our town’s history
over the years, making it even more
important to preserve that which
remains. This wall is part of the Dapps
Hill Conservation Area and so it was vital

No action had been taken to protect the
wall for many years as nobody claimed
ownership of it. Several calls for action
from local residents over the years had
fallen on deaf ears at Bath and North
East Somerset Council, with officers
saying that the council would clear any
debris if parts of the wall collapsed to
ensure public safety.

However, following several months of
pressure from Cllr Alan Hale (Con,
Keynsham South), B&NES Council
agreed to clear the vegetation and
protect the structure.
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After

Alan Hale in front of the repaired wall

that it be repaired for the benefit of the
whole town, and in its restored form it
looks very impressive.”

Before

Local resident Roger Busby, a member
of Keynsham Civic Society, said: “The
residents of Dapps Hill have been trying
to get this wall repaired over many
years. It is recorded on the Heritage at
Risk Register and we appreciate that at
last it has been repaired.”
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‘Drivers now racing through other lanes
Police have been out with speed traps enforcing the 20mph
speed limit in Marshfield Lane and Brewery Hill.

It comes in the wake of the horrific accident last month in which
a car and a young racehorse were in collision in Marshfield
Lane. The horse lost a leg in the impact and ran around in

agony on just three legs for some time until a local farmer called
in a specialist to put him down.

However, some local residents say the police are not
monitoring traffic speeds at peak times when many vehicles,
coming through the lanes to avoid the closure of the A431 at
Kelston, are still travelling way too fast. And people living in
Beach and the Golden Valley say that more motorists are now
haring through their communities where there is an unrestricted
limit.

summer months with longer days and an increase in leisure
activities another serious accident will happen.

“The Girl Guides have a campsite at Briarlands in Beach and
this site is also extensively used by Scouts and schools with
children camping and exploring the local footpaths in small
groups with maps; the safety of these young people walking
through the windy, narrow lanes needs to be taken into account
when decisions are made regarding the speed limit through the
lanes.

A Beach resident told us: “The problem is that to avoid the
20mph police enforced speed limit along the Marshfield Lane
and down through Upton, the traffic is turning right into Beach
Lane as from this point on there are unrestricted signs. This
lane passes through Beach and is very narrow, with sharp
bends and dangerous. Due to the unrestricted speed signs,
some motorists are travelling fast and become abusive when
asked to slow down.
“This stretch of lane is used extensively for recreational
purposes e.g. horse riders, ramblers, biking and youngsters on

ponies, who regularly ride past our house. If this unrestricted
speed limit remains in place, it is clear that during the coming
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to avoid Upton’s 20mph limit’
Talking about the lanes in Beach, Upton and Bitton being used
as a rat run, the author and broadcaster Bel Mooney, who lives
in Golden Valley Lane, said: “We've counted 50 cars during a
period when you'd normally encounter, say three. Already one
horse has been killed, and I fear a human fatality sooner or later
– and then dread to think how long it would take for an
ambulance to get to these parts, unable to come direct from the
RUH.”

Dan Taylor who agreed with
her analogy of the road
“looking like the Somme”.
“The mud build-up and also
the verges being run by
vehicles are very bad. The
knock-on effect of this is that
the drainage systems are
blocked, which makes the
situation much worse and
accelerates the deterioration
of the road,” he said.

She contacted South Gloucestershire Council’s highways
department with her concerns about the state of Marshfield
Lane, which she said had been churned up, adding: “Over twice
as many passing places as have existed for years have been
made in the last three months. They are rapidly eating away the

He said there would then be a “significant improvement in the
condition of the road”.

“Personally I am now afraid of walking my dog along the lanes
because some drivers are not bothering to take the care
required when passing pedestrians, as has already happened
with horses.”

Meanwhile in Upton Cheyney, local residents, including Kay
Ross, say drivers are still ignoring the 20mph signs, despite the
police speed traps, and that many motorists do not understand
country lanes or the country code for horses and pedestrians
and “just plough on regardless”.

banks, hedges and roadside and making the road surface lethal
in places”.

She got a reply from senior highways maintenance engineer
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The council is planning to
close the road temporarily
from 12th May. Mr Taylor
said: “This should give us the
opportunity to address a lot
of the problems that we
cannot attend to at the
moment with live traffic.”

In the meantime he has been able to meet some of Ms Ross’s
requests, including cutting back hedgerows in the area to make
visibility clearer.
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Cost of implementing new green
bin collections ‘reaches £650,000’
South Glos

As South Gloucestershire Council
grapples with what to do with around
80,000 unwanted green bins, the cost of
implementing the new waste collection
system has been put at £650,000.

Since the beginning of the month,
residents who wish to keep using their
green bins for their garden waste have
either had to pay an annual charge of
£36, buy prepaid sacks, or dispose of it
themselves. Faced with the challenge of
reducing the council's costs, officers in
the waste services department evaluated
a series of options which were then put
out to public consultation prior to the
Communities Committee making the final
decision.

When crunching the numbers for the
option of charging for green bin
collections, council officers based their
calculations on a low take-up of under a
quarter and factored in one-off costs such
as 'in-cab technology' which would allow
collection teams to know which bins to
collect.
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While the estimate of residents paying the
£36 charge looks like it has turned out to
be accurate (around 22,000), the
Conservatives, who opposed the ‘bin tax’,
say they have obtained figures which
have highlighted the real costs of dealing
with the large number of green bins which
have now become redundant.

These include more than £320,000 for
collecting, storing and disposing of the
green bins and a write-off of £215,000 for
lorries no longer required by SITA
because of the reduction. The cost of incab technology has also risen to
£111,000.
Boyd Valley Conservative councillors
Steve Reade and Ben Stokes said:
"Households will be horrified to know that
at a time when money is tight, this flawed
bin tax is costing them a whopping
£650,000 to put in place.

"So not only will this damaging policy
decrease recycling rates, increase fly
tipping and worsen the cost of living, but it
isn't even raising any money and is

actually costing money to put in place."

A petition signed by more than 4,000
people from the Kingswood constituency
calling on the council to reconsider the
controversial annual charge was handed
in at Kingswood Civic Centre earlier this
month by Tory MP Chris Skidmore. It was
over the threshold of 2,500 signatures to
trigger a debate and will be discussed on
5th June by the council’s Communities
Committee.
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Mixed fortunes
as parents are
offered primary
school places

New Steiner
Academy swamped
with applications
The new Steiner Academy Bristol which is due to open in
Fishponds in September is hugely oversubscribed.

More than 90% of parents in South Gloucestershire and
Bath & North East Somerset secured their first choice of
primary school for September but in Bristol only 82%
received a first preference offer.

Joe Evans, business manager for the academy, which will be
based at the St Matthias Campus site, told The Week In:
“We were only recently able to publicly announce the site for
the school, so that families had to apply without knowing
where the school was going to be.

The percentage of children who received a first preference offer
was 92.73% and the percentage for those receiving an offer of
one of their named school preferences was 98.33%. The council
says both figures are almost exactly in line with the previous
year (93.37% and 98.69% respectively).

“We were then able to announce that our school is in the
process of developing plans for the St Matthias Campus site
in Fishponds. Because the demand for the school was very
high, we are going to end up with a first year intake living
quite locally – mostly within a mile or two of the site.

National school offer day was last Wednesday and in Bath &
North East Somerset the council received 1,857 on-time
applications for primary school places in September.

In South Gloucestershire there were 3,128 applications for
places (plus four withdrawals). A total of 2,845 (91%) were
offered a place for their child at their first preference school, 183
(5.9%) got their second preference school and 47 (1.4%) were
offered a place at their third preference school.
In Bristol the city council said that every family who applied on
time would be offered a place in a Bristol school although only
82 per cent got their first preference while 94 per cent of offers
were for a place at one of their three preferred schools.
The council said preference offers had dropped slightly from
2013 but remained higher than five years ago. Between now
and September more places will become available as offers are
accepted or rejected.
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Meanwhile at the new Redfield Educate Together Academy
opening in September in Avonvale Road, 60 Reception
places were available. It is understood that places have been
offered to all who applied though its first stream of
admissions although some children are on a waiting list
following late admissions.

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
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Sunday 27th April

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
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“We have now made offers of places and between now and
September we will be running several events for our new
families to meet one another and meet their teachers. Then
once the school opens in September we will have some open
events for families who are interested in applying for places
in September 2015.”

2 -Hard
4

6

“Nevertheless, we had about 310 applications for the 78
places that we are opening with. For our 26 Reception
places, we had 125 applications.

1
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Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

MPs are entitled to a backup policy

Dear Stephen,
I'm afraid your headline ‘MP expenses
under the spotlight again’ (Issue 315) was
more designed to catch the reader’s eye,
rather than be factually correct.
Your article was reporting on an article in
the Daily Mirror on the amount MPs earned
through second incomes, which clearly is
something completely different from
Parliamentary expenses. Let's be clear, we
are talking about any income that is not
part of their salaries as serving MPs and
therefore is not paid for by us, the taxpayer.
The outside earnings of Jacob Rees-Mogg
and Chris Skidmore (both Conservative)
were highlighted as if we should be
appalled that they receive such income.
We are not talking taxpayers’ money here,
let’s be absolutely clear on this matter.
Rees-Mogg's
financial
investments
company and Chris Skidmore, who as you
point out, is a well-known historian who
writes books, both receive incomes
through these enterprises. Both these
‘extra’ incomes are well documented and
not some secret payments suddenly
unearthed. In fact, Chris Skidmore was
writing books before he became an MP.
I will never understand this fascination in
what MPs earn outside of their role as an
MP unless it directly affects that role. I fail
to see why any MP from any political party
should not have a back-up policy for when
their political life ends. If we believe what
we read, come the 2015 election, the
Liberals will be wiped out and many
Conservatives (like Rees-Mogg and
Skidmore) will lose their seats. Are they
then supposed to form an orderly queue at
their local Job Centre?
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If, through their second income, they are
able to support themselves without adding
to the burden on what will then become the
taxpayer, then how can that be wrong and
why should it matter to us?
John Howlett
Keynsham

A principle at stake

Dear Stephen,
In view of the feature article in your paper
last week, I feel I must write to shed more
light on the decision-making sequence
which resulted in the agreed 2014/15
precept for Keynsham parish.
The amount and detail was debated and
fought over for three months in total.
Initially a 5% increase was proposed and
unanimously supported by Labour
councillors but this was resolutely defeated
by the Conservative group and others. I
personally, vehemently spoke for a zero %
increase and subsequently seconded a
motion to that end. This was narrowly
defeated and the resultant 3.5% won the
day.
While nominally a fairly small individual
increase, I and others felt that there was a
principle at stake. If our residents had to
reconsider the balance of their spending
priorities, then so should we. There were
certain specific future expenses that we
had to take into account; a probable office
move given the imminent redevelopment of
Riverside, and the creation of a much
larger play and leisure park at Holmoak,
south Keynsham. As you pointed out in
your article, £48,000 will come from
general reserves built up over the years to
account for these eventualities.
We did make certain reductions where we
could – some youth service expenditure,
our Victorian evening and yes, the grant to
the Keynsham Music Festival Association
Ltd. Do residents appreciate that even with
a reduction of £2,000, we will still fund

them to the tune of £16,400, as well as
assistance from council staff leading up to
the festival?
Conservative councillors will continue to
champion a value-for-money approach,
mindful that Keynsham residents have
placed their trust in us to represent their
best interests on our town council.
Lisa O’Brien
Conservative town councillor
Keynsham North Ward

Is telling the truth being
critical?

Dear Sir,
In his letter last week regarding your article
on the Keynsham Town Council precept,
Mr Wait accuses you of being critical. Is it
critical to point out to taxpayers that they
are paying more to live in Keynsham than
in Saltford - or even Bath? At a time when
everybody has been pulling their belts in,
why should the town council simply think it
can settle on an increase, safe in the
knowledge that we have no choice but to
pay it?
Mr Wait may think the extra £83 for living in
Keynsham is worth it. For someone who,
my neighbour says, once chaired the town
council, I am sure he sees it through rosetinted spectacles. Living on Park Road for
the last few years, I'm afraid I don't see why
I should pay £80 more than someone living
in the centre of Bath and to be perfectly
honest, I wasn't aware of the some of the
differences between the town council and
B&NES until I read the article in The Week
In.
Despite what the politicians tell us, times
are hard. If even B&NES is having to make
cuts to staff and services in order to avoid
increasing council tax, why should a town
council be excused having to make similar
decisions?
A Keynsham resident of more than 20
years. Name and address supplied
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Letters

Corston Country Fair

Dear Sir,
The village of Corston (off the A4/A39 near
Saltford) will be holding its annual Country
Fair on Saturday 19th July from 2pm to
5pm.
This is always a fun day for families and
there will be plenty of stalls, a wonderful
tea tent and a bar tent.
There will also be ice creams and ice
lollies, a raffle, train rides, a dog show and
classic vehicles.
Hope to see you there.
Mr M Seymour
Corston

maintain and improve the remains of
Keynsham Abbey.
Keynsham Abbey was founded in the 12th
century (although there is some evidence
which points to an earlier Saxon religious
settlement) and rapidly became one of the
most powerful and influential abbeys in the
land. The Abbey church is estimated to
have been at least 226ft long and 138ft
wide and the Abbey’s grounds covered 18
acres (mostly in what is now Keynsham
Memorial Park). After the Dissolution, the
Abbey fell into disrepair and very little
remained.

Out of order?

Dear Sir,
It is only recently that I have started to
obtain a copy of your excellent magazine
and I have been very impressed by the
contributions to your Letters page.
I have been particularly interested in the
comments in respect of the perceived
difference of opinion between Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore and the South
Gloucestershire Conservative councillors.
It seems that the MP appears to be acting
as a councillor, rather than in his
Parliamentary role. Planning decisions are
taken by the South Gloucestershire
committee and for him to be trying to
influence decisions on applications is out of
order. It also gives false hope to objectors
that his opinions will have relevance.
Brian Baldwin
Kingswood

Open day at historic
Abbey site

Dear Sir,
I would like, through your pages, to draw
attention to the work being done to
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This was the case until the 1960s when the
bypass was constructed and cut through
the Abbey remains. Bristol Folk House
Archaeological Society (now Bristol History
& Archaeology Society (BHAS) were
instrumental in carrying out archaeological
work and in removing and recording
artefacts from the construction site. Many
of these artefacts are now in the custody of
Bath & North East Somerset Council (as
the owners of the Park) and it is hoped that
some of them can be displayed when the
new Town Hall is completed.
Having been extensively excavated, what
remains of the Abbey is now a small area
of the Memorial Park. The area has been
landscaped and the beds were originally
filled with plants which would have been
familiar to the canons in the Abbey. Careful
research was undertaken to determine
which plants were in England at the time
and which would have been used by the
Abbey, for example, as medicines, for
making inks, and for brewing ale.

BHAS continue to be involved with the care
and maintenance of the Abbey remains
with the co-operation of Bath & North East
Somerset Council and Keynsham Town
Council. A small group meets regularly
every fortnight to garden, but we are eager
for more to join us and help with the work.
This year we would like to work on projects
to improve the site by replacing the existing
shed and rebuilding the dry-stone walling.
Long-term aims are to better display the
carved stonework which is stored nearby;
to restore and create more of a feature of
the medieval planting; and to raise the
profile of the Abbey, with regard to both the
remains in the Memorial Park and the
items currently in store but soon to be
placed on display.
We will be holding an open day on
Saturday 10th May from 10.30am. All are
welcome to attend, whether to work or
simply to have a wonder and view one of
Keynsham’s most historic sites. Further
information on the Abbey and on the plans
for the site will be available on the day.
Elaine Cook
Chairman, BHAS
MP Chr

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.
We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters
under 300 words and supply your full name and
address for reasons of authentication. Only the
name and district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Community interest company
outlines its plans for Willsbridge Mill
A group hoping to take over the
running of Willsbridge Mill from Avon
Wildlife Trust this autumn held a fun
day at the mill on Easter Sunday
afternoon, raising more than £415 for
pancreatic cancer research.
There was a good turnout even though
the weather was damp and attractions
included a 'Find the Bunnies' hunt, face
painting, pond dipping, home-made cakes
and a raffle.

Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh is a
group of residents aiming to manage the
mill and barn buildings when the lease
expires later this year. The group
previously ran the Coffee Mill café at the
mill and now plans a long-term and
sustainable future for the buildings and
woodland area that connects to
Willsbridge Hill.
Last month Willsbridge Mill Community
Refresh got community interest company
(CIC) status which recognises the group

as a not-for-profit organisation set
up to benefit the community.

Sue Smith and Janet Davis from
the group outlined their plans to a
meeting of Oldland parish
councillors last Tuesday and said
they were confident of getting
funding to refurbish the buildings.
They plan a café hub and would
host community events and
educational courses, as well
providing space for artisan
businesses.

The group’s website has a survey asking
what types of activities and events people
would like to see at Willsbridge Mill. Go to
www.willsbridgemill.net

For the past 30 years, the mill, barn and
land immediately surrounding it have
been leased from South Gloucestershire
Council by Avon Wildlife Trust. The lease
is due to end on 5th October and while the
trust will continue to maintain the

2

3

4

surrounding valley as a wildlife habitat,
the lease on the buildings has become
available.

The closing dates for applicants was last
month and suitable projects will submit a
full business plan by the end of May. The
successful applicant will then be notified
in June with a view to taking on the lease
in October.

ACROSS

Crossword
1

Enjoying the Easter fun day at Willsbridge Mill

1 Shy (7)

5 Former currency of Belgium (5)

8 Piece of engineering equipment (5)
5

6

7

9 Unnamed person (2-3-2)

10 Often added to a hotel or restaurant bill (7,6)
11 Vital equipment in snow (6)

8

12 Showy, flashy (6)

15 Someone who owns their property (5-8)

9

18 A state of equilibrium (7)

19 Devices for catching animals (5)
20 Slender and long limbed (5)

10

21 Made of clay (7)

11

12

DOWN

1 A round mass of medicinal material (5)

13

2 Liberate (3,4)

14
15

3 Ruthless attack by the media (7,6)

16

17

4 Pay attention to (6)
5 Cleaning item (7,6)
6 Deciduous tree (5)

18

19

7 The art of preparing food (7)
11 To drool (7)

13 Green vegetable (7)
20

12

21

Across

14 A plan (6)

16 Synthetic material used in clothing (5)

17 Yellow/amber material used in varnish (5)
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Pucklechurch

Award for Fat Man book

This month's bus timetable changes introduced by First have
restored Sunday and bank holiday services to Pucklechurch
and Westerleigh after a gap of several years.

At the 2014 Running Awards in London earlier this month, the
book won silver in the Best Running Books category. Ira's story
tells of his transition from overweight fortysomething couch
potato to completing the Bristol Green Man Ultra and Bath Half
Marathon on the same weekend - a total of 60 miles.

Sunday and bank holiday
bus services return

The new X49 runs between Yate and Bristol, via Pucklechurch
and Westerleigh, following the route of the previously councilfunded 689 service. Buses run hourly Monday to Saturday

Kingswood author Ira Rainey, a member of Bitton Road
Runners, has won an award for his book Fat Man to Green Man.

Shaken into action by news of a friend's terminal illness, the
account of Ira's life-changing transition has won several plaudits
since it was published earlier this year and he was presented
with his award by BBC Sports presenter Mike Bushell.

Fat Man to Green Man is published by Tangent Books and is
also available as a download for Kindle.

during the day as well as two evening services, Sundays and
public holidays. The Sunday services also offer people in Staple
Hill a faster journey time to the centre of Bristol compared to the
current 49 bus.
The new services have been welcomed by local councillors
Steve Reade and Ben Stokes who described it as “really
positive news”.
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Ira Rainey collecting his award from Mike Bushell
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Fraud alert in B&NES

Police are again asking everyone to help spread the word,
especially to the elderly, about a phone scam involving bogus
police officers and bank workers calling up and persuading
people to provide bank card details before sending ‘couriers’ to
collect the cards.
There have been six calls recently to people in the Bath and
North East Somerset area that police are now investigating. All
the calls are from someone claiming to be from the Metropolitan
Police’s fraud squad.

Fraud investigator Barrie Douglas, of Avon and Somerset
Police’s Serious Crime Group, said: “We’re seeing two different
types of offence at the moment: one where criminals are posing
as Met police officers to persuade victims to withdraw large
amounts of cash and hand it over to a ‘courier’, usually a taxi;
and one where they’re pretending to be bank fraud officers who
need victims’ bank card details, including their PINs, and who
also send ‘couriers’ to collect the cards.
“Our message to people is simple – if you’re on the receiving
end of any of these sorts of phone calls, hang up and report the
call to us on 101 but ensure you have a proper dialling tone on
your phone or use a different phone.
“Remember, no legitimate caller will ever ask you for banking
details or PIN numbers. Likewise, they would never send a socalled ‘courier’ to collect bank cards or money.”

Local writers celebrate
library’s big anniversary

A local writing group led by Keynsham mum and company
director Gail Swann has released a collection of short
stories and poetry to celebrate 400 years of public libraries
in Bristol.
Gail is a founder member of Bristol Women Writers, which
started almost a quarter of a century ago and has helped
several local writers to embark on successful writing careers.

“Short stories have a lot in common with libraries,” says Gail.
“When we heard about the 400th anniversary we could not think
of a better theme for our collection and were thrilled to work with
both Bristol Central Library and local publisher Tangent Books to
bring this project to fruition.”
The anthology includes stories by 10 local writers from genres
including mystery, fantasy and romance, as well as crime and
ghost stories. It is available from most Bristol book shops, from
www.tangentbooks.co.uk and on Amazon at a recommended
retail price of £9.99, and £3.99 as an eBook. Copies are also in
stock at Church’s Newsagents in Keynsham.

Profits from sales of the book will be donated to the National
Literacy Trust, the only national charity dedicated to raising
literacy levels in the UK.
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Gail Swann (second from right, front) and the other Bristol Women
Writers
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‘Crime falling significantly in Cadbury Heath’
Councillors worried about alcohol-related crime in Cadbury
Heath have decided not to appeal against the liquor licence
granted to a new convenience store in Heath Rise after being
reassured by the area’s new police chief.

Inspector Rob Evely, police neighbourhoods manager for South
Gloucestershire, was invited to Oldland Parish Council’s
meeting last Tuesday when he told them drink-related antisocial behaviour and other crimes in the area were falling.
He said that there had been a 14.6% overall drop in crime in the
Cadbury Heath area at the end of March compared to the same
period last year - and anti-social behaviour incidents had fallen
by 17.4 %.
With Cadbury Heath’s problems with drink-fuelled anti-sociable
behaviour well known, there was anger earlier this month when
an application from the new Premier Store to sell alcohol from
6am to 11pm seven days a week came before South
Gloucestershire Council’s licensing sub-committee.
Community leaders were angry and frustrated that the police
did not make any comment about the application from what
would be the 19th outlet selling alcohol in a two-mile radius especially as a few months ago the neighbourhood police team
began consulting local people about a proposed crackdown on
drink-related anti-sociable behaviour.

A petition with almost 400 names and 50 letters of objection
were submitted to the licensing sub-committee and parish
councillor Martin Farmer urged the members to reject the
application for a licence for the store which is opening next to
the First Choice kebab shop. He said it would lead to a “toxic
combination” for residents.

council could incur if
they lost an appeal.

Insp Evely told them
that in fact the
proposed Designated
Public Place Order,
which would have
allowed the police to
tell people suspected
of being involved in ASB to stop drinking and allow them to
confiscate alcohol, would not be put into place.

He said the consultation by local officers had been “enthusiastic
but probably a little misguided”. Although 200 letters had been
delivered to homes in Cadbury Heath, there had been no
consultation with police partners, in particular South
Gloucestershire Council’s anti-social behaviour team.
There have been no complaints reported to police about antisocial behaviour in Heath Rise but the police stressed the
importance of people contacting them to log any problems that
arise.

If there are any issues with drink-related anti-social behaviour
around the new store, the alcohol licence will be called in for a
review.

Meanwhile the parish council agreed to consider setting up a
Shopwatch scheme – which sees retailers working together
with police to tackle crime.

The sub-committee granted the application but chair Cllr Shirley
Potts voiced her disappointment that there had been no
representation from the police. She hoped the conditions
imposed on the licence – including CCTV, a proof of age
scheme and spirits being kept behind the counter – would ease
local concerns.
Oldland Parish Council invited local police officers to their
meeting last week as they were considering whether to lodge
an appeal through the magistrates’ court against the granting of
the licence.

But they decided not to after hearing that the police did not feel
they had the evidence to support an objection to the licence.
Councillors were also warned about the high court costs the
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Situations Vacant

Jobseekers
number falls again
Kingswood

The number of people claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance in
Kingswood fell again in March. The figure of 953 was 50 down
on February and 367 or 28% less than in May 2010.

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore said: "This is good news for the
local area. More people are finding work, and I'm pleased that
unemployment continues to fall. As the local MP, I've been
organising jobs fairs and apprenticeship fairs to help people
looking for work."

Emergency support
volunteers needed

A British Red Cross service which offers practical and emotional
support to people after a fire, flood or other emergency is
looking for new volunteers in the Bristol area.
When disaster strikes, trained fire and emergency support
(FES) volunteers from the Red Cross are on hand to help.
Called out by the fire service, the team of trained volunteers with
a specially-adapted vehicle provide practical and emotional
support to people affected by house fires or flooding.

The team, based at Warmley, also work with power companies
to support vulnerable people in the event of a power cut, such
as those caused by the winter’s bad weather in the South West.
Hazel Fletcher, 51, from Keynsham, has been volunteering with
FES since 2007. She says: “I get a huge amount of satisfaction
from being a FES volunteer and encourage anyone looking for
a new challenge to learn more about the service.
“Anyone who has experienced a house fire will understand the
devastation it can cause. We are able to relieve some of the
anxiety by signposting those affected onto other services that
can support them or simply just sitting and listening to them talk.
It can make such a big difference and people really do
appreciate the service we offer.”

The fire and emergency support service operates 24 hours a
day, 365 days of the year. James Roberts, FES co-ordinator at
the Red Cross, is looking to recruit more volunteers to ensure
that the service runs smoothly.
Chris Skidmore, Steven Sweet and Adrian Smith, of Waste
Handling Solutions

The announcement comes a week after a TUC report that
claimed 48% of those in employment in Kingswood earned less
than the 'living wage' of £7.65 - the highest rate of any
Parliamentary constituency.
Last week Mr Skidmore visited local Warmley business Waste
Handling Solutions Ltd to meet their latest recruit, Steven
Sweet, who they found through the MP's most recent jobs fair.
The next jobs fair will take place on Friday 30th May at Hanham
Community Centre. For more information call 0117 908 1524.

He said: “We are looking for compassionate, enthusiastic,
reliable volunteers to join our team and help us provide a 24/7
service. Volunteers need to live within 30 minutes of the Red
Cross Centre in Warmley, where the FES vehicle is located. No
experience is necessary as full training is given.”
Anyone wanting to find out more can come to an open evening
at British Red Cross, Caxton Business Park, 83 Tower Road
North, Warmley, Bristol, BS30 8XP on Thursday 1st May
between 7pm and 9pm.
Visitors can look around the FES vehicle, chat to existing
volunteers and find out about what is involved.

For more information contact James Roberts on 0117 301 2619
or email wag_fess@redcross.org.uk

Vacancy to fill?

Advertising in The Week In is an
effective and low cost option. Call
Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert
bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Support for troubled Oldfield School as
meeting for parents is announced
Troubled Oldfield School in Bath,
which draws students from East
Bristol and South Gloucestershire, as
well as from B&NES, is now being
supported by a leading state school in
Cheltenham and by an educational
consultant.

Stuart Weatherall, the recently appointed
chair of governors at the academy, made
the announcement in a letter to staff and
parents. He also announced that
meetings for both staff and parents will
take place next week at which governors
will announce the school’s action plan and
will answer questions.

Mr Weatherall, who replaced Julie Cope
after she stood down as chair last month
in the wake of a critical Ofsted report,
said: “We have established a relationship
with Balcarras School, a teaching school
in Cheltenham, through the National
College for Teaching and Leadership,
who will be providing advice and practical
support to Oldfield School until the end of
this calendar year, and beyond if needed.
“I am in regular contact with a National
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Leader of Governance who has
generously agreed to assist with governor
training and the development of the
school’s action plan. To reinforce the
senior leadership team we have engaged
an experienced educational consultant
and former headteacher Vanessa
Armstrong to provide support until at least
the end of the summer term.”
Ofsted visited Oldfield at the end of last
year to carry out a safeguarding
inspection which was followed by a full
inspection. Only a partial report was
published, expressing concerns about the
relationship between the governors and
headteacher.

More than 1,000 people subsequently
signed a petition calling for the
Department for Education to make the
unpublished full report public. It has been
widely read after being leaked last month
on the charity Fair Play’s website.
A review of Oldfield, which became an
academy in 2011, has been carried out by
the Education Funding Agency (EFA) and
is expected to be published after Easter.

Stuart Weatherall

The academy’s headteacher Kim Sparling
has been on sick leave since last month
and deputy head Matthew Woodville is
acting headteacher in her absence.

Mr Weatherall told parents: “It is not clear
when the EFA report into their
governance review will be published but I
am confident enough in our developing
action plan for the school and governing
body to invite you to an open evening in
the school at 7.30pm on Thursday 1st
May where we will explain our plans and
answer questions. There will be a similar
meeting for staff earlier in the day.”
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Appeal for witnesses
after teenager is
robbed in Downend

Police are appealing for witnesses after a robbery in Downend
last Wednesday (16th April).
The 16-year-old victim, who has been able to give police good
descriptions of his attackers, was cycling along Downend Road
towards the junction with Shrubbery Road at about 12.45am when he
saw three men walking in the opposite direction.

One shouted at him and gave chase. The teenager fell off his bike
and was approached by the suspects who threatened him. Two debit
cards were stolen from his pocket and the PIN numbers obtained.
One was fraudulently used at Martins Newsagents in Downend a
short time later.
The victim’s bike, a grey and black Spectrum MTB, was also stolen.

The first suspect is described as black and in his late teens to early
20s, around 5ft 8in and of strong build. He has a pointed chin and
thick, hairy eyebrows and is believed to have been wearing a black
hooded top which had a blue picture/motif on the back. He was also
wearing grey, thick tracksuit bottoms, which had zips on the side, and
black lace-up daps.

The second suspect is described as white and aged between 15 and
16. He was shorter and of big build, with a round face. He is believed
to have been wearing thick, grey tracksuit bottoms and a grey hooded
top, with the hood up and pulled tightly around his face. It had a black
Nike style logo on the front. It is possible the suspect was wearing
braces as the victim believes he saw silver in his mouth.

Sarah’s killer is jailed
for at least 26 years
A man who murdered his
former girlfriend at her
home in Clay Hill was last
week sentenced to a
minimum of 26 years in
prison.
In January, young mother
Sarah O’Neill was found
dead in her home in Rose
Green Close. Her former
boyfriend,
Sergio
Saavedra-Navarrete, was
immediately arrested and
subsequently
charged
with her murder.
A post-mortem found that
she had died of head
injuries after a fierce and
brutal assault.

Saavedra-Navarrete appeared at Bristol Crown Court last
Friday and pleaded guilty to murder. He was sentenced to life
imprisonment and will be behind bars for at least 26 years
before he can be considered for parole.

The third suspect is described as white, skinny, and around 16 years
old. He was around 5ft 7in with light brown hair with a fringe to one
side. He had a narrow face with a pointed nose and freckles. He wore
a black hooded top with the hood up, and jeans. He had a silver chain
around his neck.

Sarah’s murder was investigated by the Major Crime
Investigation Team. After the court hearing, Detective Inspector
Julie Mackay said: “The attack on Sarah was a savage one
which left her with horrific injuries. It was the worst kind of
betrayal from a man who out of kindness she continued to allow
to share her home, despite them recently separating.

“Alternatively if you want to remain anonymous, please call the charity
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.”

“I hope that the significant sentence handed to SaavedraNavarrete gives them some comfort and helps them to continue
rebuilding their lives.”

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “We are appealing for
anyone who may have witnessed the incident or has information to
help our investigation to contact us. If you can help, please call us on
the force number 101, quoting crime reference 37746/14.

“Sarah’s murder has torn her family apart and I know that it will
take them a long, long time to adjust to a life without Sarah in it.

Parish Plan
Forum meeting

The next meeting of Bitton Parish Plan Forum will be on
Tuesday 20th May (7.30pm) at St Mary’s Church Hall in Church
Lane.
This continues the series of public meetings following on from
the publication in 2012 of the community-led Plan.

Recent progress made will be reviewed, and consideration
given to future ways of forwarding the aims and objectives of the
Plan, which is for the benefit of everyone who lives and works in
the civic parish of Bitton, which covers North Common, Oldland
Common, Upton Cheyney, Beach, Bitton village, Swineford and
parts of Willsbridge and the adjacent countryside.
It may be seen in full at www.bittonparishcouncil.co.uk
Everyone is welcome at the meeting.
18
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Scenic spring saunter through Stoke Park
Whilst whistling my way along the M32 towards the M4 and
London I have often looked at the large yellow mansion which

overlooks the motorway to the left on the north eastern side of

Bristol. Its history is somewhat shrouded in mystery as for many
years it was used for patients with serious mental health
problems.

However, the building, called The Dower House, stands in a

sweep of impressive hillside which is brutally abutted by the
M32. Known as Stoke Park, the area has a history that goes

back as far as 1322 when it was acquired by the famous
Berkeley Family. With its surrounding woods, two lakes and

selection of spring flowers, it is of interest to walkers, nature
enthusiasts and local historians.

The area does, however, have a slight air of menace, not only

Berkeley after various houses had been built in the vicinity by

claimed that an 18-year-old girl called Elizabeth died whilst

The present Dower House was created in 1553 by Sir Richard
previous members of the family.

This one commands a

vantage point 300 feet above sea level, from which can be
viewed most of Bristol and its suburbs, together with the Frome
Valley. Stoke Park covers 270 acres and is laid out with public

footpaths taking ramblers through a series of walks which cover
the woods at the top of the ridge to the fields beyond. It also

takes in the lower sweep of land and lake which travellers on
the M32 can briefly appreciate as they whizz by.

Used for private ownership by the Berkeleys and latterly the

Beaufort Family, Stoke Park was eventually sub-divided and

sold in 1915. The Rev H N Burden then bought the estate and

due to the notoriety of the ‘lunatic asylum’ but also as it is
riding a horse through the woods. Apparently the horse was

spooked by a fox and Elizabeth was thrown to the ground. In

so doing she broke her neck and died. Both Elizabeth and the
horse are said to haunt the local woodland.

Don’t let this deter lovers of the natural world from exploring
Stoke Park as its delights certainly outweigh its creepier past.

The grand main gates into Stoke Park are at Park Road,
Stapleton and once the other side of the M32 tunnel, a pleasant
walk awaits you.

Christine Rogers

began a “colony for the treatment of the mentally handicapped”.

This, however, was taken over by the National Health Service
in 1948 and eventually closed as a hospital in 1985. It has now
been converted into luxury flats.

The Duchess Pond is the largest lake at Stoke Park and is
home to Canada geese, mallards and moorhens. Also more
unusual breeds such as the reed warbler and reed bunting have

made it their favourite nesting place. Fishing is also an activity

that can be found at Duchess Pond, proving Bristolians don’t
have to travel very far to take up the sport.

In the spring the bluebells are like a blue haze in the sloping

woodland and the wood anemones and celandines are the
promise of warmer weather and a hoped-for good summer.
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Burger King customer
was victim of racial or
religious abuse

All aboard for
free Wi-fi

Police say the incident took place on Friday 7th March at the
Burger King on St Philip’s Causeway. The victim had gone to the
restaurant after taking her cat to the vet. After first checking with
restaurant staff that she could take her pet in, she started
queuing for food.

The move has been made possible through a partnership
between the bus company and the four local councils which was
able to secure Department of Transport funding for the scheme.
It means travellers will be able to use smartphones and tablets
while travelling to check on emails or use social media.

An investigation has begun after a woman in her 20s was
the victim of religiously or racially-aggravated harassment
at a Brislington burger bar.

Free Wi-fi is now available on a large number of First buses in
the region. The majority of services operating out of Bristol bus
station now have the provision, along with about 40 vehicles in
Bath, including Park and Ride buses.

Cllr Brian Allinson, chair of the West of England Joint Transport
Board, said: “The West of England councils are pleased to be
able to develop our partnership with First and the other
operators to help give passengers a better travelling
experience. Wi-fi on the buses makes it possible for people to
access their email and keep in touch with business contacts or
friends while travelling. It makes so much sense, and helps
make bus travel more attractive to more people, which keep our
roads moving.”

A man in front of her then started abusing her, making
derogatory comments – including about how she was dressed –
and trying to take the cat out of its box.
Two other women, who were not with the man, also became
involved by making comments.

The victim, who has learning difficulties, was left extremely
upset by the incident. She was taken home by the manager of
the restaurant.
Police are conducting inquiries to identify those responsible and
have identified three people who might have information which
can help.

Anyone who witnessed the incident or recognises the man and
women pictured should contact Avon & Somerset Police on 101
and quote 23157/14.
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Association holds B&NES
Good eggs
annual meeting
The Easter Bunny arrived early in Keynsham when the Bristol
Branch of the Huntington's Disease Association held their AGM
at the Fry Club last Tuesday.

Prior to the formal AGM members of the association showed off
their hat-making skills by displaying their creations and Christian
(seated with his mum Corrina in the picture) and Sheila came
out the winners.

Demolition and rubbish clearance specialists Clear It Bristol
donated more than 100 Easter eggs to Bristol Children's
Hospital as well as local nurseries.

They also gave Easter eggs to each domestic customer for
whom they completed clearance work during the run-up to
Easter.

Carol Dutton, regional care adviser for Bristol, Gloucester and
Oxford, along with Sheila Bignell, the adviser for Somerset,
presented to the group how, over the last year, numbers of
people being diagnosed with Huntington's Disease had grown
and how this had affected the delivery of the wonderful service
they provide.
Heather Thomas, branch member and national chair of the
HDA, gave an overview on what had been happening nationally
and internationally, and was delighted to inform the group that
trials on people with HD had started in the USA with regard to
blocking the HD gene at an early stage of diagnosis.
Debbie Nicholl, Bristol chair rounded off the evening by thanking
all for attending and for their support for the last year.

Tony Latham (c) from Clear It Bristol handing over the Easter eggs

Majority in favour of
station re-opening
Saltford

Almost 70% of Saltford residents are in favour of the station reopening, according to a recent survey conducted by Bath &
North East Somerset Council.

Visitors to the public consultation exhibition held in the village in
February were asked to fill in a questionnaire to gauge their
views. Of the 370 responses, 68.9% were in favour while 20.5%
opposed the idea. A further 10% expressed no opinion.
Significantly, 63% said they would walk to the station and 11%
would cycle.

Commenting on the survey results, Chris Warren, leader of the
Saltford Station Campaign, said: “The positive results of this
B&NES survey will feed into the report by consultants. I firmly
expect that the work of the consultants will lead to a decision to
take the project onto the next stage of detailed study.”
The Week in • Thursday 24th April 2014
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Directory & What’s On

Additional Income

Blinds

Building Services

Building Services

Carpentry

Appliance Repairs

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Thursday 24th April 2014

Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Chimney Sweep

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Dance Lessons

Clock Repairs

Furniture Makers

Driveways
Caravans

Secure Storage

Computers / IT

Events

Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans
Classic Cars

Undercover & Outside hardstanding
with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access
KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540

Electrical

call today for more information

Chimney Sweep
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Directory & What’s On
Events

Garden Services

Home
Improvements

B. D. PITT.
Grass cutting and garden
maintenance. 07761 503239

Garden Services

Locksmiths

Home Maintenance

Home Help

24

Joinery

Holidays

Mobility Services

The Week in • Thursday 24th April 2014

Directory & What’s On

Mobility Services

Pallets

Pest Control

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plumbers

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plastering

Podiatry
Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Pawn Brokers

Sewing Lessons

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
The Week in • Thursday 24th April 2014

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Waste Disposal

Taxis

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Venue Hire

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Therapies

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
26

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Planning Applications

Longwell Green

New shop units for Aldi site

Plans have been submitted for permission to build three retail
units near the Aldi store currently being built on Bath Road.

Outline planning consent was granted in 2011 for the whole site,
formerly occupied by a petrol station and a car dealership. Since
then, PLEV, the company which owned the land, has sold the
part of the site to Aldi which was given full planning consent for
its supermarket earlier this year.

PLEV has retained the area of land immediately adjacent to the
Crown pub which was designated for the smaller retail units and
is now looking to promote that development itself.

The plan is to build three units, each of app 1,300sq ft, fronting
Bath Road with car parking to the rear. Each could be used for
retail, financial and professional services or restaurant/hot food
takeaway. The South Gloucestershire Council planning
reference is PK14/0808/F.
The Week in • Thursday 24th April 2014

27

Bank funding for
Hoppy birthday, Edward
Gateway Award scheme
Avon-North Mencap has received two years of funding from
Lloyds Bank Foundation to enable increasing numbers of adults
with learning disabilities to undertake the Gateway Award.

This award, similar to the Duke of Edinburgh's Award scheme,
gives people of all ages and abilities the chance to try new
activities whilst becoming more active in the community and
reducing the risk of becoming socially isolated.

Edward Lawson won a competition to find the Lindt Bunny at
Sainsbury’s in Emersons Green, discovering it amongst the
Easter eggs at the store. It was a double celebration as it was
also Edward’s 9th birthday.

In total, 25 people with a learning disability have completed the
Bronze and Silver Level Gateway Awards in Bristol and South
Gloucestershire this year. The new funding means that even
more local people with a learning disability will have the
opportunity to enrol on the scheme while those already on it can
complete their Silver or Gold Awards.

Avon-North Mencap held a celebration event for the 25
participants who have completed the award year, together with
their families and friends. Staff from Lloyds Bank also attended
to join in the celebration and to present a cheque for the first
year's funding.
Liz Cooke, Avon-North Mencap's project director said: "We are
very excited that the funding from Lloyds Bank Foundation will
enable us to build on this year's work and that more people with
a learning disability in Bristol and South Gloucestershire will
benefit from the opportunities on offer."

Avon-North Mencap also runs a drop-in centre at The Hive in
Kingswood and clubs at Alveston and St Mary on the Quay
Church in Bristol. To find out more about the Gateway Award or
how
to
become
a
volunteer,
email
gateway@avonnorthmencap.org.uk or call 0117 961 4372.
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New play equipment
for Keynsham

The Vandyke Avenue play area in Keynsham is undergoing a
major refit as part of a significant investment by Bath & North
East Somerset Council into parks facilities.

Recent play equipment improvements, which include replacing
some equipment that was at the end of its life, have also taken
place at Camerton, Writhlington, Clandown, Midsomer Norton
and Bath.
At Vandyke Avenue a multi-unit is being replaced with a new unit
suitable for older children. A buddy board is also being installed.

Cllr David Dixon, Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods, said:
“Part of getting people fit for life is providing modern, accessible
play equipment for children and young people to get them in the
habit of taking part in activity outdoors. Better equipment also
helps the council tackle the challenge of a growing number of
families with children in the area.
“We’ve also made a further commitment of £540,000 investment
this year for better skate facilities in Bath, improvements to the
Sandpits play area in Oldfield Park and upgrades in Keynsham.”
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Parents consulted to establish demand
for Studio School ‘in the Kingswood area’
Parents with children currently in Years
3, 4 and 5 at primary school are being
asked whether they would consider
sending them to a proposed new Studio
School “in the Kingswood area”.
Local MP Chris Skidmore recently
organised a delegation to meet
Education Secretary Michael Gove as
part of a campaign to secure a Studio
School at the Grange School in Warmley
but the letter posted out to parents from
South Gloucestershire’s Head of
Education, Learning and Skills, Nigel
Minns, does not specifically mention the
Grange site by name.
The new school would offer a range of
qualifications with a focus on high-tech
industries, creative and digital and
advanced engineering.

Bids are open for funding until next
month and South Gloucestershire
Council is currently preparing an
application with the John Cabot
Learning Federation. The Studio School

The Week in • Thursday 24th April 2014

bid is backed by the school leadership
team at the Grange.

At the end of January South Glos
councillors launched a consultation on
the closure of the Grange School and
Sports College but due to “unforeseen
circumstances” the authority paused the
original consultation based on legal
advice. A new consultation is expected
in the coming months.
Studio Schools are a new type of allability secondary school for 14- to 19year-olds designed to give young people
the knowledge, skills and experiences
they need to success in life and work.
They are smaller than average
secondary schools, with 75 to 90
students in each year group.

What makes them different is that
students learn principally through
enterprise projects in the school and
community. They spend part of each
week in real work placements.
Parents are asked to complete the short

survey by Friday 2nd May. Mr Minns
says in his letter: “For the bid to be
approved we need evidence of parental
support. We are therefore asking
parents of children in Years 3, 4 and 5 to
complete the survey and return it by 2nd
May.
“The first question is a general one
about whether having a Studio School in
South Gloucestershire would be a good
idea. We would ask all parents to
complete this, whether or not you would
consider sending your own children
there.”

Parents are asked how likely they are to
send their children there and what they
think about the proposal to specialise in
high tech, creative and digital. They are
also invited to write further comments.
Mr Minns said the survey was simply for
the council to find how much demand
there might be and did not in any way
commit parents to applying to the Studio
School in the future.
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St George’s Day
Caterpillar capers celebrations in
Kingswood
Keynsham

Keynsham Caterpillars and their teddy bears went down to
the woods one day during the Easter break for some
traditional outdoor fun.
The group promotes environmental awareness for children,
parents and carers through outdoor activities and play.

Sixteen under-eights and their parents enjoyed an afternoon of
fun and sun at Manor Road Community Woodland.

The event started with an enthusiastic dash along a purple
ribbon trail to the den-making site where everyone pitched in to
make child and teddy-sized dens. After a picnic, the children
searched for appealing treasures from the woodland floor to
decorate cardboard teddies to take home.
If you would like to be kept informed about Keynsham
Caterpillars’ diary of outdoor events and meetings email Monica
at keynsham.caterpillars@gmail.com

The Caterpillars’ next event is hill rolling in Keynsham Memorial
Park on Tuesday 22nd May from 10.30am to noon.

Kingswood Rugby Club hosted St George's Day celebrations on
Saturday.

It was the fourth annual celebration and again organised by
local MP Chris Skidmore.
He said: “Many people in Kingswood are proud to celebrate our
national saint - thanks to the rugby club, this event is now a real
family friendly day for all to enjoy."

Sainsbury’s
supports foodbank

Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green has again held a collection for
the foodbank based at the Resound centre in Blackhorse Road,
Mangotsfield.

Meanwhile the group’s gardening club, Little Plotters, meets
regularly at the community veg patch in Keynsham Memorial
Park and the next dig is at 10.30am on Saturday 3rd May.
All events are free of charge, with an optional donation to help
cover running costs. Follow Keynsham Caterpillars online at
www.keynshamcaterpillars.blogspot.co.uk/
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The foodbank provides emergency supplies for people in shortterm crisis and serves Mangotsfield, Emersons Green,
Downend and surrounding areas.

PR ambassador for Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green, Tracy
Cannard, said: “It is very local to the store and a lot of our
customers are aware of it and therefore are very supportive.”

l-r: Tracy Cannard, Chair of S. Gloucestershire Council, Ian Boulton and
Store Manager Paul Robertson.
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Keynsham

Football

A special sporting event will take place at Wellsway School next
month to mark the culmination of a project inspired by London
2012.

Having guaranteed a finish outside the bottom two in the Toolstation
Western League Division One, Keynsham Town visited Ashton &
Backwell United on Good Friday and came away with an excellent
2-1 win.

Celebration event at school to
mark legacy of London 2012

Since January and taking inspiration from the Olympic and
Paralympic values of friendship, respect, excellence,
determination, inspiration, courage and equality, Wellsway staff
and students have been working with other local schools to bring
together the local community and build a lasting legacy by holding
sports club roadshows and values workshops.
Keynsham & Saltford Sports Network Club Day and Fun Run on
Sunday 11th May at Wellsway will be an opportunity for members
of all local sports clubs to reunite for a day of sports celebration
following the huge success of the Keynsham & Saltford Torch
Relay in the lead-up to London 2012.
All members of the community are invited to the day which will
start at 11am with a junior fun run.

In partnership with the Department for Education, Get Set, the
official British Olympic and British Paralympic education
programme in the UK, invited schools to apply for grants of up to
£5,000 to support them in delivering activities to maximise the
legacy of the Games and ensure that schools continue to drive
teaching and learning and motivate young people. The initiative at
Wellsway is supported by one of these grants.

Football

Longwell Green Sports Youth

Each year Longwell Green Sports Youth takes in a large number
of new boys and girls who will be leaving pre-school and starting
in Reception at primary school in September.

The organisation will be starting this group up again in the summer
and there are already a number of boys and girls on the list in
readiness. If you would like your youngster to be added to the list
email goaliegriff@tiscali.co.uk for further details or visit the
website www.longwellgreensportsjfc.co.uk
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Another away win for
Keynsham Town

On a gorgeous bank holiday afternoon, Keynsham got off to a
sluggish start and had a let-off in the first minute when a free header
from an Ashton corner bounced to safety off the inside of the post
but their relief was short-lived when another free header found its
way into the net with only three minutes on the clock. The Ks just
couldn’t get going and didn’t manage a shot on target until 20
minutes into the game. However, after Ryan Ashwood replaced
hamstring-victim Josh Rice on 28 minutes, they began to have a
greater share of possession, with the home side looking a bit leggy
as the interval approached.

After the break, Keynsham looked much the stronger side they drew
level on the hour when centre-back Ben Stiff scored his second goal
of the week. The away side were now firmly in the ascendancy and
on 72 minutes, another Lewis corner was flicked on at the near post
for Pat Davison to gleefully lash the ball home for his 14th goal of
the season. Although a fussy referee reduced both teams to ten
men before the final whistle, the Ks held on comfortably to complete
the double over their opponents.

This victory made it four wins from five games for the Ks and lifted
them to 18th position, which is their highest of the season to date.
There is now a short break until the Ks play their final game of the
season against Les Phillips Cup Finalists Cribbs FC at the AJN
Stadium on Saturday 3rd May (kick-off 3pm).

Golf

Sign up for golf day

For the past 6 years Keynsham Explorer Scouts have organised a
Charity Golf Day at Saltford Golf Club to help fund activities for the
60 young people in the unit.

Additionally money has been raised to help support children in the
Malawi village of Pen Sulo with whom the group are linked after
visiting in 2009

This year’s day is Friday June 13th for teams of 4 with coffee,
dinner, winners and spot prizes all included. Although competitive it
is designed to be an enjoyable day to meet old friends or entertain
business colleagues in a relaxed atmosphere.
For more details Barrie Dunn 0117 986 3791 or barrie@orchardpackaging.co.uk
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