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We didn’t know A431 was defective,
council tells accident victim
A motorcyclist who had an accident on the notorious stretch
of the A431 road at Kelston has been told he has no claim
against the council because it wasn’t aware of the state of the
road at the time.

A 19-year old, who has asked us not to name him was riding home
to Willsbridge from his work in Bath on 10th February when his
wheels got caught in the rut which had opened up in the road
surface. Although he was only shaken by the fall, his bike didn't fare
so well and among the damage, the exhaust was ripped clean off.
However, when he attempted to claim the cost of repairs from Bath
& North East Somerset Council, he was told that they were not
responsible as the subsidence in the road occurred subsequent to
their last monthly inspection on that section of road and therefore
the council could not have known about it.

In a letter, ironically written on 1st April, Melanie Milliner, B&NES’
senior insurance and admin officer said: “At the date of the last
inspection prior to the incident, no defect was recorded at the place
concerned. Therefore, at the date of the accident, the Highway
Authority were unaware of the relevant defect ... and as a result, the
damage to your moped cannot be said to have occurred to any fault
on our part.”
In what appears to be a case of the right hand not knowing what the
left hand is doing, B&NES Council also issued a press statement
on 10th February, the date of the incident, advising that as a result
of its investigations into the landslip, it had decided to impose
temporary two-way traffic controls on that section of road.
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That statement which was
reproduced in our Issue 307 13th February, included the
following: "There has been
erosion of the material under
the road surface and the
retaining wall. This is due to
the intense run-off of water
from adjacent land which runs
underneath
the
ground.
Because of the extensive
amount of water over recent
weeks, this has destabilised
the ground underneath the
highway.

"A thorough investigation of
the structure underneath the
road and retaining wall is taking place today. This has included a
‘state of the art’ ground radar survey to identify the extent of the
underground problem, avoiding unnecessary excavations. The
results will be known by the end of the week. In the meantime,
temporary two-way traffic lights will be used from this afternoon
(10.2.14) to prevent vehicles from running over areas of weak
road."
We asked the council for a comment last Wednesday (3rd April) but
as yet have received no response.
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Kingswood has the worst
low-pay rate in the country
Kingswood is the UK’s low wage hotspot, with 48% of
people earning less than the living wage of £7.65 an hour,
it has emerged.

A TUC analysis of official data shows that nationally on
average, one in five jobs pays under the living wage but in
some Parliamentary constituencies nearly half of the people
working there earn less than this, with Kingswood topping the
list of living wage blackspots.
The figure for women workers in Kingswood taking home less
than the living wage rises to over half (56.1%), putting the
constituency at the top of both tables for the whole country.

At the other end of the income scale, in some parts of the
country – mostly in the South East – as few as five per cent of
workers are paid less than the living wage.

TUC General Secretary Frances O’Grady said: “Working
families are experiencing the biggest pressure on their living
standards since Victorian times. Pay has been squeezed at all
levels below the boardroom and it’s costing our economy dear.
“The number of living wage employers is growing rapidly and
unions are playing their part in encouraging more employers to
sign up and pay it – but Government must show equal
initiative.”
However, Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore said the House of
Commons Library had told him the data is workplace based, not
resident based, and
looking at resident-based data,
somewhere between 10% and 20% of employees living in the
constituency earn below the living wage.

He said: “As many local people know, I have been working hard
to get local people back into work, organising seven MP Jobs
Fairs and one Apprenticeships Fair so far - and I’m currently
organising an eighth to take place on 30th May in Hanham.

for the vast majority of people is the growing pressure on
household budgets they feel on a daily basis.

“These figures show just how much pressure people in
Kingswood are feeling – nearly half of people working across
Kingswood are earning less than the wage they need just to
cover the basics and no constituency in the country has a
higher proportion of working people being paid below the living
wage. The truth is very few people living here are not feeling the
squeeze."
In the neighbouring constituency of Filton & Bradley Stoke,
which includes Staple Hill and Downend, 15% of workers earn
below the living wage. In North East Somerset 23.9 per cent of
people have jobs below the living wage.

The figure for Bristol East its 19.5%, Bristol South 19.9%,
Bristol West 10.2% and Bristol North West 11%.

“Unemployment in Kingswood is now down from 1,320 in May
2010 to around 1,000 - a reduction of 24%. At the same time,
figures show that by raising the personal allowance on income
tax to £10,000 has taken 478 people in Kingswood out of
income tax altogether, and benefitted 36,400 people locally."
Labour candidate Jo McCarron told us: “Whatever claims this
Government makes about its ‘economic recovery’, the reality
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Dangerous wall keeps river path closed
St George

A section of the river path at Crews Hole which was closed
in January because of a dangerous wall will remain shut
until 23rd May.
The section of path affected is behind the industrial estate.
There are two alternative routes available for pedestrians or
cyclists - over the footbridge and along the path on the other
side of the river, or via Netham Road, Fireclay Road and
Blackswarth Road.
The wall that was in danger of collapsing has been supported
with scaffolding. It was necessary to build this on the path,
blocking it. A large tree at the top of the wall has been removed
and various investigation works carried out so that permanent
repair works can be designed.
Bristol City Council said: “The landowner provided a proposal to
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install a temporary structure
around the base of the
scaffold. Following a review
of this proposal with our
highways team, it has been
decided not to go ahead
with installing it for timing,
practical and cost reasons.
“The wall repair and bank
stabilisation specifications
are being approved by our
engineering consultant and
the landowner’s agent is in
the process of commissioning a contractor to undertake the work. We are in the
process of extending the
footpath closure until 23rd
May when we estimate that
the work to the wall will be
complete and signed off as
safe.”

The possibility of building a temporary footway/cycleway
around the scaffolding to allow the path to reopen before work
is completed has been investigated but found not to be
practical.
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£1,750 donated
to local causes
Keynsham

Six local charities have benefited from fines and levies

imposed by builder Taylor Wimpey on sub-contractors and

delivery firms involved in the construction of the K2
Meadows development at the end of Park Road.

Regular readers of The Week In will not need reminding of the
seemingly endless saga since work began of lorries travelling

the wrong way on local streets and attempting to make
deliveries to the site outside of the hours agreed when planning
permission was granted.

Despite B&NES Council's apparent reluctance to pursue a

number of perceived breaches of planning permission, it
emerged last year that Taylor Wimpey itself was invoking
penalty clauses in its contracts with suppliers in many of the
instances raised by local residents.

At the suggestion of local councillor Alan Hale, Taylor Wimpey
agree to hand this money over to local organisations and last

week, the following charities received their shares of the £1,750

pot: Community @67 Queens Road, Butterflies Haven, Time
Out Youth Centre, Keynsham Foodbank, Keynsham Allotment

Association and Churches Together in Keynsham and Salford.
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John Nash
Keynsham

The Keynsham business
community

has

been

shocked and saddened
to learn of the death of
John Nash, aged 71.

His sudden death last
Tuesday

(2nd

April)

came just three weeks

after he retired, having
sold the Spruce Dry
Cleaners business he

ran on Charlton Road for
the last 29 years.

John Nash

He is survived by his wife Fay, who still runs the Queens
Road Launderette, and two children Paul and Lisa.

John and Fay first met over 50 years ago and both have
been involved in the dry cleaning business ever since.

The funeral will take place on Wednesday 23rd April at

Westerleigh Crematorium (1pm). Arrangements are being
handled by LJ Guyan of Charlton Road, Keynsham.
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More woes for High Street
Hanham

There has been more gloomy news for traders in
Hanham with hopes of a temporary car park on
Tesco’s land fading and another business pulling out
of the High Street, blaming parking problems.
Local businesses are deeply concerned about the downturn in
trade in Hanham which they say is the result of the lack of
parking for shoppers, made worse by Hanham Community
Centre’s decision last year to enforce its private car park status.

Tesco won permission in 2012 to build a supermarket on the old
Kleeneze site in Hanham and it had been expected that the
store would be open by now, providing over 200 spaces and up
to two hours’ free parking, but as yet, there is no confirmed
timetable for the construction.

is due to lorries still using the warehouse on the site. “

The Cat Flap on the High Street, which supported Bristol’s
League for Cats, closed last month, blaming the lack of parking
for customers and people dropping off donations.

Last autumn Hanham Eyecare closed, also blaming the lack of
parking. The unit is still empty and now Portcullis Legals, two
doors away has also closed. A sign on the door says: “As you
will be aware from your own observations and from press
coverage, Hanham High Street has been adversely and
drastically affected by the parking restrictions which are
currently in force and very actively enforced."

It now appears that the idea of using the site as a temporary car
park for shoppers before building work begins, is also proving
to be a non-starter. The proposal was put to Tesco last
December by Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore.
Mr Skidmore has now told The Week In: “Despite Tesco's initial
enthusiasm that they would be able to provide 30 parking
spaces, after the site inspection that they conducted, it’s not
encouraging news.
“This is apparently because they have several health and safety
concerns which means that allowing commuters to use the car
park temporarily would not be as easy as they first hoped. This
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More empty shops on the High Street
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traders

Advisory white lines in Martins Road; the one on the left was
done last week, the other about nine months ago

To add to traders’ woes, three more parking spaces were lost
last week when an advisory white line was put down in Martins
Road.
Local councillor Heather Goddard, who has been working with
the traders to try to find a solution to the parking problems, said
the new white line was “yet another nail in the coffin” for the
traders as more and more off-street parking was being taken
away.
“This means less people able to park and support the local
shops,” she said.
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Kingswood

Grant for Grimsbury
Community Farm

The Sita Trust has
awarded a grant of
£39,000 to Grimsbury
Community Farm for
improvements to the
café, including heating
and a decked area.
Sita funds community
improvement projects
through the Landfill
Communities Fund.

Running the café is a
joint venture between
the Friends of Grimsbury Farm and the Bristol-based charity
the Brandon Trust which supports people with learning
disabilities.

Visiting the café last Friday were, clockwise from left, MP
Chris Skidmore, the chairman of the Friends Pete Davies,
Alan Sherratt, community spaces co-ordinator in South
Gloucestershire Council’s Streetcare team, Matt Britt,
development manager at the Brandon Trust, and Phil
Gregory, from Sita Trust.
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Consultation on Grange School
closure is ‘paused’ after legal advice
Consultation on the closure of the Grange School at Warmley

has been “paused” for undisclosed legal reasons, it has
emerged.

It has also come to light in the last week that the Kingswood

Partnership, the national education flagship of which the Grange is
part, is to split up. The other

schools in the Partnership are Sir

Bernard Lovell (SBL) at Oldland
Common, Hanham High and
Mangotsfield.

The Grange was put into special

Parents at Mangotsfield School were notified last week that from this

Ofsted last spring and the Cabot

partnership with Downend, rather than the current arrangements in

measures by education watchdog
Learning Federation was sent in
to run the school while talks were
held with the Department for

Education about it becoming an

academy. But the cost of repairing the run-down school was put at
£10.5m and in January South Gloucestershire councillors voted to
consult on closure.

A South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson told us this week:

“The consultation period began on 31st January, however due to
unforeseen circumstances we had to pause this original consultation,
based on legal advice that we received.

“This is a pause, rather than a full cancellation. We still intend to

consult with parents over the school’s future and a new consultation
will be launched over the coming months. Any decisions with regards
to the future of the school will not be made until this consultation has
closed and the results have been analysed.”

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore recently organised a delegation to

meet Education Secretary Michael Gove as part of a campaign to
secure a Studio School for 14- to 19-year-olds on the site of the
Grange.

Meanwhile the Kingswood Partnership, which was judged as

outstanding by Ofsted in 2009 and has seen schools working in close
co-operation to provide a wide choice of courses at post-16, is to

close with the schools going their separate ways - although students
who have already started courses will be able to complete them.

Until 2012 Downend School was also part of the consortium but it
pulled out to provide a “tailored offer of courses” to meet the needs
of its students.
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Mangotsfield School

September, students starting in Year 12 would be offered courses in
the Kingswood Partnership. Mangotsfield was told by Ofsted in
January 2013 that it required improvement.

SBL, judged outstanding in 2011, has now been rated inadequate
following its recent Ofsted inspection. The low rating follows a fall in

GCSE results last summer. Nationally 60.6 per cent of students
achieved five or more GCSEs at A* to C, including English and maths
but only 49 per cent of SBL students did.

The Department for Education will appoint a sponsor for the school

which could take a year. In the meantime the school will get regular
visits from Ofsted to check it is improving. Parents’ evenings were

held last week at which executive headteacher David Turrell (and
joint chair of the Kingswood Partnership) explained SBL’s recovery

plan and outlined the school’s many good features, and said he was
confident that results would rise this summer and improve still further
in 2015.

Meanwhile governors at Hanham High last week announced that
they are planning to develop a long-term formal relationship with the
Cabot Learning Federation Trust with whom the school has been

working in the past year. It too has seen below-average achievement
in five or more GCSES at A* to C including English and maths.

There are plans for the school to become a sponsored academy in
September and consultation will start after Easter.

Recently a group of education experts appointed to look at

secondary education in South Gloucestershire concluded that
teaching needed to be improved right across the district. Although

primary schools in South Gloucestershire are within the top quarter
nationally in terms of performance, when it comes to secondary and
post-16 education, they plummet to the bottom quarter.
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Planning Applications

Sudoku

1-Easy
6
2 3
3 7
2
4

6 1

7

9
8 5

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND

2 -Hard

2

8 9
2

6

1 4
9
3

4

9
7 2 5

Sunday 13th April

1
5

7
3 1 4
8 5
7 4
1
4 8
4 8 6
9
2

The Week in • Thursday 10th April 2014

5

4
9 7
1

8
6 4

8

2
8
2 1

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Our estate can’t cope with
this traffic

Dear Sir,
Could someone explain why there has been
an ongoing, continuous flow every few
minutes of there or four industrial lorries
filled up with mud, pipes and concrete blocks
etc. coming along Longmeadow Road
having come from wherever down Bath Hill,
up round then down Charlton Road and St
Ladoc Road before heading towards Bristol?
How long is this going on for and where are
they coming from? The road is in a terrible
state because of this. It is bad enough
having three buses every 20 minutes or so
but for a small housing estate it is too much!
Name and address supplied

Fumbling to explain U-turn

Dear Editor,
Cllr Andy Perkins, Labour’s Group Leader on
South Gloucestershire Council, is not being
straight with readers as he fumbles around
for a truthful reason for his party’s sudden Uturn on improving the A4174 Wraxall Road
roundabout - the worst bottleneck in the
Kingswood constituency.
Contrary to Cllr Perkins’ claim, the total
£1.4m cost of installing lights and building
extra traffic lanes has been known for
months. This is because the council had
already published a report last year stating
that £800,000 of transport funds had been
set aside for this junction in the 2014/15
financial year. This is why the Conservative
Group identified an extra £600,000 sum of
central funds to complete the £1.4m funding
package (which was subsequently approved
unanimously).
The council’s engineers had advised that
given the size of the £1.4m scheme, they
would have to complete it over two financial
years, starting at the beginning of 2015 and
finishing that summer. And by using the
£600,000 of central funds in this 2014/15
financial year, various other improvements
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funded from the transport budget could also
go
ahead,
including
road
safety
improvements on Tenniscourt Road, which
Chris Skidmore MP has been leading the
campaign for. So it’s not true for Cllr Perkins
to claim that one scheme could only go
ahead at the expense of the other.
Labour councillors had all the information
before them and yet voted in two completely
opposite ways in the space of a week. To
explain this U-turn, they need to come clean
on the grubby deal that they seem to have
done with the Lib Dems - a deal which puts
the safety of vulnerable users of the busy
Wraxall Road junction at continued risk.
Cllrs Tony Olpin and Nick Barrett
Conservative Parkwall ward councillors
South Gloucestershire Council

Call for MP to apologise

Dear Sir,
As a Rodway ward South Gloucestershire
Labour councillor, I am both alarmed and
embarrassed that Kingswood has just been
identified as the worst blackspot in the whole
country for wages being paid at below ‘living
wage’ level. Even more so that there are a
half of the workforce in this group!
These figures send out a very clear
message that the economic policies by the
Coalition Government, and encouraged and
supported, by the Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore are not working. Still worse, those
workers at the bottom of the scale have been
targeted to bear the brunt of these policies,
and more workers than ever are part-time,
employed by an agency, or are on zero
hours’ contracts.
In addition wages in real terms for many
workers are actually decreasing - some
workers have not received a pay increase for
a number of years and those that have been
awarded are below the inflation rate. I have
also on previous occasions written into this
publication that the users of foodbanks in
South Gloucestershire contain a high
percentage of claimants who are actually in
employment, but are unable to feed their
families.
A start point to address the problems would
be for the local MP to actually admit and

apologise to his constituency residents that
there have been failures in his Government’s
policies. They deserve it.
Cllr Michael Bell

Offer too good to be true

Dear Sir,
On Saturday 22nd March there was a
promotion leaflet in my newspaper for a twoweek event commencing on Friday 28th
March and the star offer on the front page
was a twin stem orchid for half price - £5.
Just after lunch on Friday 28th March we
visited B & Q to find that they were sold out
of orchids and were not getting any more in
- this was half a day into a two-week
promotion.
On Saturday 29th March there was the same
promotion leaflet in my newspaper - offering
non-existent orchids for £5.
Admittedly the leaflet stated “limited stock”
but by the time we received the second
leaflet, they were so limited they were
invisible.
If I was cynical I would suggest that by the
time the staff chose a couple each, there
were none left for customers.
Mr J Wilkinson, Hanham
Editor’s note: We would like to point out that
the 'newspaper' referred to in this letter was
NOT The Week In

Ramp is great news

Dear Stephen,
After hearing the brilliant news that a
disabled ramp is finally going to be installed
at Keynsham railway station, we wanted to
thank everyone who has helped to make it
happen, people who signed our petition for
better access during 2011 and people who
have pressured councillors and MPs over a
number of years.
It is such good news for not only the disabled
but anyone else who may find the steps
steep especially people with young children
in pushchairs and the elderly.
This now means that hopefully train journeys
will be much easier than they were so big
thanks again for making it happen.
Laura & Adam Heard
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Letters

Tories are not all singing
from the same hymn sheet

Dear Sir,
As a lifelong Conservative voter, I am
growing increasingly concerned over the
relationship between Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore
and
the
local
South
Gloucestershire Conservative councillors.
For example, it now seems that he was
supporting
road
improvements
in
Tenniscourt Road whilst the councillors
voted for traffic lights in Wraxall Road. This
differing view is a follow-on to recent
previous instances where he was opposed
to a Tesco in Hanham whereas his
councillors voted in favour. He was opposed
to developments in Harolds Way in Hanham,
not backed by his councillors, and a year or
so ago, the local conservative councillors
were at odds with him on development on a
Green Belt site in Oldland Common.
There is both a national and a local election
in 2015 and can I suggest that they all start
singing from the same hymn sheet? It
certainly does not appear to be that way at
the moment and if allowed to continue, will
cost us votes.
Mrs JK
Oldland Common

Disappearing bus stop!

Dear Sir,
It was a great surprise to go to our local bus
stop near the New Inn in Keynsham on
Friday 4th April to find that the bus stop sign
as well as the bus shelter had completely
disappeared overnight! We were quite
bewildered as there was no temporary sign
or any indication that any buses would be
stopping there. We then decided to walk the
half a mile to the next stop in Temple Street,
this taking more than 10 minutes. I later
phoned BANES Connect who passed me
onto the Lost Property at Bath Bus Station
who were in fact helpful but knew nothing
about the missing bus stop in Keynsham.
They told me that bus drivers who knew the
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338 route were likely to stop near the New
Inn but others might not! It is in fact the local
Council who is responsible for bus stops and
shelters.

I then decided to contact Councillor Charles
Gerrish who kindly investigated the matter
for me. It transpired that BANES are in the
process of replacing bus shelters with larger
ones with more space for advertising and
that the removal and replacement should
have been done during one day.
Unfortunately on this occasion the old one
was taken away on Thursday 3rd April and
should be replaced on Monday the 7th and
no one had the foresight to put even a
temporary bus stop in place. My photo
clearly shows that there is no evidence
whatsoever of a bus stop and I am appalled
at the way BANES has handled this. I
cannot imagine how many people will have
been bewildered by the disappearing bus
stop!
Hazel Powe, Keynsham

Green bins - a tax on
gardeners

Dear Sir,
Further to your feature last week on the take
up of green bin charges, first and foremost
this is a method used to circumvent the
much heralded Council tax freeze.
Personally, to encourage further recycling
you need a carrot not a big stick.
It's an ill conceived idea and gardeners
should know what their future voting
intentions are.
People are rightly proud of their gardens and
they enrich the local community, myself as a
keen recycler I will be less keen in future with
this tax on my efforts.
M Perkins
Longwell Green

Family law change

Dear Editor,
I wanted to draw your readers’ attention to a
change in the law which will affect many
people living in and around Keynsham, and
which comes into effect on 22 April.
From that date it will be compulsory for
divorcing and separating couples to attend a
mediation meeting before they are able to
make an application to court. Courts will be
required to know that mediation has been
considered before they are able to proceed
with an application. So a Mediation
Information and Assessment Meeting
(MIAM) will become a must.
This meeting will give families an opportunity
to find out if there is an easier and quicker
way of settling their separation than heading
straight off to court. Family mediation does
not try to keep couples together, but instead
helps them find long-term solutions for the
future that are in their own interests, rather
than those of solicitors.
Mediation has many benefits. Its timescales
are significantly quicker than court, for
example. It allows families to stay in control
of their destiny, their finances and their new
family relationships, because decisions are
made by you, rather than about you. It is less
confrontational than a court battle, and it has
fixed costs with flexible payment terms - it
remains free if you are eligible for Legal Aid.
The current divorce ‘mindset’ is to head
straight off to a court room, for what is often
a long, drawn out battle which can cost the
earth and do irreparable damage to family
relationships, especially where children are
concerned.
This is one of the most significant changes in
the law affecting divorcing and separating
couples for many years, but one that as yet
the man and woman in the street knows little
or nothing about.
Anyone wanting to find their local mediation
service can do so by entering their postcode
at www.nfm.org.uk/local
Yours faithfully
Jane Robey
Chief Executive, National Family
Mediation
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Keynsham

New chapter begins for Avon
Valley Adventure and Wildlife Park
Avon Valley Adventure and Wildlife Park has
reopened for the new season showcasing its
new entrance, shop and refurbished cafes.
The park at Pixash Lane, which is celebrating
its 25th birthday, also unveiled its plans for a
water ecology park and ottery.

A pre-planning application has been submitted
to B&NES Council and the park is waiting to
hear whether the scheme will be met
favourably. The plans have been drawn up by
Bristol architects White Design.
Performing the opening ceremony at the
adventure and wildlife park last Friday was
Keynsham councillor Bryan Organ, who park
owner John Douglas said had been a great
supporter of the park over the years.

Avon Valley Adventure & Wildlife Park attracts
some 80,000 visitors a year. The grounds
span 50 acres and are home to a wide range
of farm animals and rare exotic species, a big
outdoor adventure play area and undercover
play area for wet days, and a 11/4mile junior
assault course. Other attractions include a

Avon Valley director Jack Jenkins, left, park owner
John Douglas, centre, and Cllr Bryan Organ with
some young visitors

miniature railway, quad bikes and trampolines.

The playbarn is open daily all year round with
a late opening on Fridays and 5th April was
the date the whole park opened.

With the recent closure of HorseWorld at
Whitchurch, Avon Valley is offering people
who were members there a one-time discount.
If they show their 2013/14 HorseWorld Trust
season ticket they will get a 10% discount on
an Avon Valley season pass.
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Across

Packed full of memories and
photos from local people, it
has been written by written by
Andy Jones and Pauline
Luscombe.

Two local history groups, St
George History Group and
Barton Hill History Group,
joined forces to apply for
funding from St George West
Community First to publish
the book and proceeds will be
used on projects to benefit
the St George West area.

1 Shaking noise or a baby's toy (6)
4 Item of neck wear (6)
9 Male servant position (7)
10 Sweet or soft (5)
11 An argument (3-2)
12 To cheat someone (7)
13 Appearance (11)
18 To survive (7)
20 City in Florida (5)
22 Girl's name (5)
23 Volatile petroleum distillate (7)
24 Reduce the slack (4-2)
25 A network (communications or transport) (6)

DOWN

15

16
18

A new book called Church
Road - 100 Years of
Shopping, is being launched
at St George Library on
Saturday (12th April) from
2pm to 4pm.

ACROSS

Crossword
1

Book
launch
St George
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1 Say no (6)
2 Fish (5)
3 Ridicule (7)
5 get __ __ (do away with) (3,2)
6 Electricity produced by chemical action (7)
7 Fashionable (6)
8 Unintentional (11)
14 Commisioned work off site (7)
15 Post mortem examination (7)
16 Easter headware? (6)
17 Islamic salutation (6)
19 Final goodbye (5)
21 Religious choral composition (5)
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Higher tax bills for
Keynsham residents
Keynsham Town councillors may well find themselves having to
answer questions over its council tax rise once again at this
month's annual meeting. While B&NES Council agreed its
budget for the current financial year and froze council tax for the
fourth year in a row, residents of Keynsham once again saw
their parish precept rise, this time by an inflation-busting 3.5%.

The council tax we pay is comprised of three distinct cost
elements. The bulk is the figure required by the district council
to balance its budget. Then there is an annual charge, or
precept, payable for police and fire services. The final part is the
amount due to the local parish or town council which varies
significantly depending on where you live.

While in places like Saltford it can be as little as £13, residents
who live in an area where there is a town council can pay as
much as £130. Although not the highest within B&NES,
Keynsham's precept (based on a Band D house) this year is
£83. Town councils usually provide services to residents in
place of the district council. In Keynsham for example, the town
council administers the cemetery, Manor Road sports field, as
well as the bandstand and children's play areas in the Memorial
Park. The rest of the park is maintained by B&NES. Since
2011, the town council also provides many of the youth services
which would otherwise have been axed by B&NES in an
attempt to cuts its own costs.
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The flipside is that there is no
rebate on the council tax for
services which are not provided
by B&NES, leading many
residents to feel they are paying 'double tax'. At the town council
budget meeting in January, one member of the public urged
councillors to follow the example of the district authorities and
not increase its precept. But to balance its budget for 2014/15,
Keynsham Town Council decided to use £48,000 of cash
reserves it has built up over previous years and increase the
precept residents will pay by 3.5% to £83 for a Band D house.
At the same time, it voted to reduce the amount of grant it gives
to the organisers of the increasingly popular Keynsham Music
Festival by £2,000.

The council has an annual budget of over £700,000 - almost a
third of which is spent on staff and office costs. It employs a
dozen staff including a town clerk on a £40,000+ salary and a
deputy who earns around £28,000 a year. The 15 councillors (a
third of who are either seconded or elected unopposed) are all
volunteers and unlike their district counterparts, do not receive
any allowance.
The Annual Town Meeting takes place on Monday 28th April at
Keynsham Baptist Church starting at 7.30pm.
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TV doc broadcasts
from Fishponds

TV doctor Hilary Jones broadcast live from the Fishponds
Family Practice in Beechwood Road during the Daybreak show
last Tuesday (1st April).

He was talking about
the new study carried
out by researchers
from University College
London which suggests
we should be eating
seven portions of fruit
and veg a day.

The report says eating
that much will lower risk of death by 42%, from cancer, by 25%
from stroke and heart disease by 31%.

Downend

Spring programme

Downend Horticultural Society's Spring Show is on 10th April.

On 8th May Gina Merrett will talk about the Victorian biologist
and botanical artist Marianne North.
Club meetings are held at the Assembly Rooms in Salisbury
Road, Downend, at 7.30pm. Non-members are welcome. For
more information call Roger Davis on 0117 957 1703 or Viv
Brake on 956 0178 or visit www.downendhortsoc.co.uk

Quick detective work
Hanham

Police say they recovered property stolen from a burglary within
30 minutes of the call reporting the theft.
They also arrested a 33-year-old man from Hanham on
suspicion of burglary.

A householder in High Street called the police at about 12.30pm
on Thursday 3rd April, reporting that while they were upstairs,
someone took a video camera and cash from a handbag.

DS Mat Lloyd, of the South Gloucestershire Priority Crime
Team, said: “The householder didn’t realise the theft had
happened until they came downstairs and saw the video camera
was missing. It had been left with a handbag on the side near
the unlocked rear door. Cash was also taken.

“We’re really grateful to a neighbour who had spotted someone
leaving the house at about 11.45am. Although they hadn’t
realised anything was wrong at the time, they were able to give
us a description which led to our arrest of a suspect.”
DS Lloyd said officers had seized a video camera which was
being checked by crime scene Investigators.

Good report for
primary school
Emersons Green

Emersons Green Primary School has been rated as good by
Ofsted.

The report was published on 26th March and follows an
inspection of the 264-pupil school in Guest Avenue earlier in the
month.

In all four categories - achievement of pupils, quality of teaching,
behaviour and safety of pupils, and leadership and
management - received a 2 (good) rating.
Ofsted inspectors said that pupils make good progress in
reading, writing and maths and that the 12 youngsters currently
in the school’s resource base for pupils with physical disabilities,
visual impairment and medical needs learn successfully
alongside their classmates and achieve well.

The report found that pupils are taught well across the school,
with teachers providing stimulating activities. There was praise
for teaching assistants for consistently providing effective
support and the inspectors also said that governors have
strengthened school leadership.
To improve, Ofsted has told the school to raise the quality of
teaching to outstanding by making sure that activities in lessons
enable pupils to learn as well as they can so that learning
always moves on at a brisk pace, by ensuring pupils get better
opportunities to apply their maths skills to investigate and solve
problems, and by increasing individual support provided for
staff, and focusing more sharply on the learning of different
groups of pupils in lessons when checking the teaching and
then feeding back to staff.
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At its previous inspection in 2011, the school, which opened in
September 2000, earned an outstanding grade but Ofsted’s new
inspection framework has raised the bar, making it much harder
for schools to get the top ranking.
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New project is wheeled out
Warmley

The Warmley Wheelers project at the old railway station
was officially launched on Wednesday 2nd April.

The project is being led by a learning disabilities group from the
Staple Hill-based charity the Milestones Trust so that people
with disabilities can learn how to cycle along the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path.

The bikes will initially be

used by Milestones and

by the nearby Warmley
Park School for children
The colourful container for the bikes

with special needs but it

is hoped that in a few
months

available for hire to the general public.

they

will

be

Funding for the project came from the Department of

Transport’s Local Sustainable Travel Fund for Communities.
The fund is administered in South Gloucestershire through
TravelWest in partnership with the sustainable transport charity
Sustrans.

South Gloucestershire Council has resurfaced the station
platform near the Warmley Waiting Room café and changed the
access so it is easier for wheelchairs and people with mobility
problems to use it.

There is a new public picnic area by the platform and a secure
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Cllr Ian Boulton, chairman of South Gloucestershire Council, cuts the
ribbon to officially open Warmley Wheelers

storage area with adapted bicycles for children and adults with

disabilities. Local artist Andy Council decorated the container
that will hold the new fleet of adapted bikes for people with
disabilities, with Warmley Park pupils helping with the design.

Christine Hill, from Milestones, said: “The project will promote
independence, not only because it is being run by people with
learning disabilities, but because people can become confident
cyclists.”

Last September the old Grade II listed Warmley Signal Box
nearby reopened after a refurbishment. It is now available for

hire for community and business events and parties and the
Milestones Trust plan to use it for group activities.
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Tools to Uganda
Warmley

Keynsham

A local charity has handed over a selection of
refurbished tools to be taken to artisans in
Uganda in East Africa.

Keynsham & District Mencap
Society has been chosen to
take part in the Direct Debit
Big Break for Charity
competition and is in the
running to win a share of
£5,000.

Vote for Mencap

The Bristol group of Tools for Self Reliance,
which is based at the Kingswood Heritage
Museum, collects old tools and sewing
machines, refurbishes them and transports
them to partners in Africa who train local
people and distribute the kits.
Recently the Bristol group, working in
connection with four other groups in the
region, not only supplied the kits but also
raised the £8,985 needed to cover the costs of
shipping, and training recipients to use the
tools.

Tracey Morris, the project co-ordinator, said:
“The groups have collected, refurbished and
packed 22 kits of tools and sewing machines
for carpenters, mechanics and tailors. The
tools, together with appropriate training for

their use will go to people in poor communities
who want to earn a living to support
themselves and their families.”

The group is already working towards their
next shipment of tool-kits so if you have any
tools, sewing machines, haberdashery, or offcuts of timber with which to make the kit
boxes, contact Rod Stone, the Bristol group
secretary, on 0117 937 3102 and he will
arrange to have them collected.

Situations Vacant

The group needs to gain as
many votes as possible
during April and is asking
readers of The Week In to
help.

You can vote by texting BIG
BREAK 0377 to 78866. Texts
are charged at your normal
standard rate. Or visit
Keynsham & District Mencap
Society’s
page
at
https://www.directdebit.co.uk/
DirectDebitPromotions/BigBr
eak2014/Pages/CauseDetail.
aspx?CauseId=377

Vacancy to fill?

Advertising in The Week In
is an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie
on 0117 986 0381. Deadline
for Situations Vacant advert
bookings is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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Youngsters brighten
up their estate
Staple Hill

Twelve pupils from Staple Hill Primary School showed off their
gardening skills when they spent an afternoon brightening up
their estate.
The youngsters, who all
live at Merlin Housing
Society’s
flats
in
Pendennis Road, were
given the afternoon off
school to get their hands
dirty, planting flowers and
herbs in a courtyard
under the guidance of
staff from Elmtree Garden
Contractors.

National award
for Bath Ales

Warmley-based Bath Ales has won a national award for Best
Managed Pub Company (two-50 sites) from the Morning
Advertiser, the pub trade newspaper.

Year 1 and 2 teacher
Janine Jenkins said:
“They have really enjoyed the planting. I hope they will continue
to look after the plants. It’s lovely to see the children working
together to improve their community.”
Youngsters from Staple Hill
gardening on their estate

The planting was part of £200,000 of improvements that Merlin
is making to the area around the flats, which also includes
planting hedges, creating wild meadows and adding benches
and picnic tables.
The work at the flats is expected to be completed later this
month.

Whitehall

Electrical fault blamed for fire

Fire crews were called out to Embassy Road last Friday to a
blaze in a garage.
Two propane cylinders which were inside the garage were
moved to safety by crews.

There was no one in the garage which was not attached to a
property.
It is thought the fire started accidentally after an electrical fault
with a fridge-freezer.
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Managing Director Robin Couling said: “To be recognised with
this national award is fantastic and it’s hugely rewarding to see
our hard work being acknowledged”.

Mr Couling is pictured along with senior staff from Bath Ales,
collecting the award from comedian John Bishop

Scrabble club
Keynsham

A new Scrabble club meets every Wednesday from 2-4 pm at @
67 Queens Road.

It was formed to meet the needs of the community who felt it
would be fun. New members are welcome. Call 0773 774 2300
or just go along. Meanwhile the book club meets on the second
Wednesday of each month from 7-pm. New members are
welcome. Ring 0772 762 6794 or just go along.
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Discover Stockwood Vale Golf Club
Stockwood Vale Golf Club is situated on the edge of
Keynsham, just off the A4 and the Avon Ring Road.
This very popular golf club has 650 members but also extends
a very warm welcome to non-members wishing to use its
fabulous and sensibly priced golfing and restaurant facilities.
The club at Stockwood Lane has a mature championship length
18-hole golf course, a floodlit driving range and a comfortable
clubhouse, all set in 160 acres.

The greens are beautifully maintained by a team of experienced
green keepers. All the holes are different and present the golfer
with a variety of exciting challenges. The course sweeps the
golfer through the beautiful Stockwood Vale with spectacular
views of the surrounding countryside as well as posing an
enjoyable golfing challenge. The club has been described as a
“hidden gem” by several golf magazines.
Stockwood Vale Golf Club is open in all weathers as it is built
upon natural free-draining land. Unlike many other golf courses
it remained open every day this year during the wet winter
weather.
The golf club offers a variety of flexible memberships and this
year has created new memberships for under 35-years-olds.
The golf club has a fleet of 18 golf buggies available for hire, a
golf shop and offers group and individual tuition provided by
PGA qualified professionals.
In addition to golf, the club offers everything from light snacks
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to savoury lunches and Sunday roasts. Stockwood Vale is an
ideal venue for family celebrations, such as birthdays and
anniversaries, in a choice of private function rooms.
Find out more at www.stockwoodvale.com and see page 7 for
special offers.
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Derelict church is
torn down
Whitchurch

A 1970s church on a key road junction in Whitchurch has finally
been torn down to make way for 18 new homes alongside a
combined church worship and community centre.

Standing on the busy junction of East Dundry Lane, Whitchurch
Lane and Fortfield Road, St Augustine's Church was finally
demolished last month.

MP expenses under
the spotlight again

Two of our local MPs featured in an article in the
national press last week over politicians' second jobs.
An article in the Daily Mirror claimed that Conservative MPs
at Westminster earned a whopping £4m on top of their
£66,000 salaries last year through second jobs,
consultancies and media commitments. The article used
information taken from the MP Register of Interest that
showed one in three of conservative members had second
jobs and 14 of them earned over £100,000 from activity
outside of their parliamentary duties.
North East Somerset's Jacob Rees-Mogg was paid around
£2400 a week from his financial investments company in
return for 8 hours work. He received the standard £150 fee
for an appearance on BBC's Question Time while his
appearance on the satirical Have I Got News for You earned
him considerably more - £1500.

The deal, brokered by Colliers International’s Development
Consulting and Agency team on behalf of the Bristol Diocesan
Board of Finance, will see Knightstone Housing develop the site
– which was abandoned in 2007 after a host of structural
problems.
Knightstone and the Diocese have entered into construction
contracts with Seddon who will build the new homes, church
and community complex on their behalf.

Colliers International’s Chris Dawson said: “St Augustine’s
Church has been a South Bristol landmark for many years – for
all the wrong reasons. Residents and churchgoers have waited
patiently for this scheme to come to fruition and can finally look
future to a smart new homes, church worship and community
facility on this important site.”

Weather delays
work at park
Emersons Green

The winter’s exceptionally bad weather has led to flood
prevention work at Emersons Green Village Park being delayed
until later in the year.

The work was in two phases. Last November work began to
remove a “significant amount” of trees and shrubs to reduce the
risk of flooding.

That phase was completed and in February work had been due
to start on the two ponds, which have silted up, to reduce the
risk of flooding to local properties.

South Gloucestershire Council said that because of the
unprecedented weather conditions it had not been possible to
start this work.
Because of the wildlife breeding season the desilting work has
now been postponed until the autumn.
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In Kingswood, Chris Skidmore continued to receive royalty
payments for his books together with a signature advance
on his next one. A historian by profession, he had already
published two books on Tudor history prior to the 2010
election and last year his third, Bosworth, the Birth of the
Tudors, was highly acclaimed. Together with newspaper
and history magazine articles, the Kingswood MP earned
around £18,000 last year. He was also paid £7000, which
he gave to the Kingswood Conservative Party for a series of
seminars he lead for the STAC Consultancy based in
Bournemouth. According to its website the consultancy was
set up "to specifically address the needs of the
pharmaceutical industry in gaining the fastest possible
return on research investment."

Three choir concert
for Keynsham

The Rotary clubs of Keynsham and Chelwood Bridge, in
partnership with the Mendip Male Voice Choir, are presenting a
spectacular three choir concert, at St. John’s Church
Keynsham, in aid of charity. The concert will be held on
Saturday 17th May and doors open at 6.15pm for 7pm.

Joining the Mendip Male Voice choir, will be the Wesh ladies of
the Parti Llwchwr Choir and the Dunvant Male Choir. All three
choirs have distinguished histories, are widely travelled and
have noted competition awards success. They will join to
present an evening of music from the Hills and Valleys.
Tickets are priced at £10 (no concessions) and will be available,
from mid- April, at the St John’s Parish Office and Coventry
Building Society in Keynsham High Street. Tickets are also
available by contacting Tony Quinn on 01761 419328.

The proceeds from the concert will go to the Children’s Hospice
South West and to other Rotary charities.
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£1,200 penalty for illegal
fly-tipping in Bitton

A man has been ordered to pay more than £1,200 after pleading
guilty to illegal fly-tipping in Bitton.
Richard Thomas, 59, of Estcourt Gardens, Park Road Stapleton, was
sentenced at Northavon Magistrates’ Court on 26th March following an
investigation by South Gloucestershire Council’s environmental crime
enforcement team.
The court heard that Mr Thomas was seen emptying two builders’
bags of waste at Mill Lane in the centre of the village in September
2013.

Bridal shop under
new ownership

Sposa Elegante on the Bath Road at Saltford is a dream come
true for new owner Ann Staples who took ownership on Tuesday
1st April.

Along with her daughter Julie and daughter in law Laura they
are adding new services to the shop along with making way for
new summer collections by having a large stock clearance sale.

Video footage taken by a passer-by was later passed to council
officers who launched an investigation.
Mr Thomas was fined £690 with £450 costs and a victim surcharge of
£69, totalling £1,209.

Chair of the council’s Communities Committee, Cllr Claire Young, said:
“Fly-tipping is an eyesore, can be hazardous to residents and creates
costs for taxpayers who ultimately have to pay for its removal.
“It’s easy to dispose of household or garden waste legally at our Sort
IT!* centres so there really is no excuse for this behaviour.

“I commend the local resident who reported this crime and hope this
prosecution will serve as a reminder to anyone involved in the illegal
dumping of waste that if you fly-tip rubbish in South Gloucestershire,
you will be prosecuted.”
Residents who see illegal fly-tipping are encouraged to report it by
contacting the Street Care helpdesk on 01454 868000, emailing
streetcare@southglos.gov.uk

Hedge row latest
Longwell Green

South Gloucestershire Council is waiting for Aldi to submit revised
plans after contractors ripped out a 30-metre hedge between the new
supermarket site in Longwell Green and the local primary school.

As we reported last month, there is a dispute over who owns the strip
of land and the matter remains with the council’s planning enforcement
team.

Longwell Green councillor John Calway, the leader of the council, said
the council was waiting for Aldi to submit new plans for a fence and
replacement hedge that would extend right along the boundary
between the school and supermarket site.

“You will be able to buy a bridesmaid dress from as little as £25
and a wedding gown from £75 in this genuine clearance sale,”
said Ann.

“We want to make way for the wonderful new summer
collection. We are also very excited to offer brides a dressing
service and the adding extra of delivering their gowns to them
either at home or their venue, taking that little extra pressure off
of the bride at this busy time.”

Sposa Elegante is proud to have forms links with local
businesses Wild about Flowers and Serendipity.
Ann added: “We want to bring the personal touch that you
deserve.”

He said the hedge would need to be done in the next few weeks
because of the planting season.
Signs have gone up on the development site saying that the new Aldi
store is coming soon and advertising jobs.
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Directory & What’s On

Additional Income

Blinds

Building Services

Building Services

Carpentry

Appliance Repairs

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Architectural
Services

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Carpet Cleaning

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Car Services

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Driveways

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

Electrical

An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Clock Repairs

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Caravans

4 weeks - £14.50

Secure Storage

8 weeks - £13.00

Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans
Classic Cars

Undercover & Outside hardstanding
with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access
KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

Dance Lessons

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

call today for more information

Computers / IT

Events

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on
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0117 986 0381
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Events

Garden Services

Garden Services

B. D. PITT.
Grass cutting and garden
maintenance. 07761 503239

Furniture Makers

Home
Improvements

Home Maintenance

Home Help

Garden Services

Holidays

Home
Improvements
Hypnotherapy

Garden Services

The Week in
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adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Joinery

Mobility Services

Pawn Brokers

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Locksmiths

Pallets

like this costs

Pest Control

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Plastering
Painting
& Decorating

Mobility Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on
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0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Plumbers

Podiatry

Taxis

Sewing Lessons
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Therapies
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Venue Hire

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

‘Inappropriate
behaviour’
Oldland Common

Police have reassured parents and the community after reports
of an incident in which a student was approached by the
occupants of a car in Oldland Common.

The Staple Hill police team released a statement on their
Facebook page saying: “People may have been worried by
recent reports of an incident in which the occupants of a silver
BMW approached a Year 11 pupil near Sir Bernard Lovell
School.

Abson

Tulips and teas

You are invited to tiptoe through the tulips in Abson churchyard
on Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th April from 3pm to 5pm.
There will be tulips for sale and visitors can enjoy an afternoon
tea. Proceeds will go towards church funds.

The church of St James the Great is on the road between Wick
and Pucklechurch.

“We’d like to reassure you that we have traced the owner and
driver of this vehicle. Two teenage boys have been spoken to by
your neighbourhood PC and advised about appropriate
behaviour.
“We’re grateful to the school for bringing the incident to our
attention and would always encourage people to report
suspicious incidents to us by calling 101.”

The Week In on line

Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk

Follow us @theweekineditor
The Week in • Thursday 10th April 2014
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Hitting a high note for
disabled children

Wansdyke Scouts
off to Japan in 2015

The Bath Community Gospel Choir and Sunrise Choir sang their
hearts out to raise funds for the charity which has a team of
befrienders who visit a young person once a week for a couple
of hours to do something fun together.

The theme of the Jamboree will be 'Wa', meaning harmony,
unity, friendship and peace.

Staff at charity Time2Share, which supports disabled children
and their families across Bath & North East Somerset and
Bristol, are thrilled after raising £1,755 at a fundraising concert
at St Swithin’s Church in Bath on 29th March.

Janice Walsh, volunteer co-ordinator for the charity, said: “We
were delighted with the number of people who came along to
support this event, the choirs were amazing and everyone had
a really great night.

“The money raised will go directly to supporting disabled
children in the local area and will help to ensure that we can
continue the great work that we do, but it’s not all about raising
money. This event has allowed us to connect with people who
may not have known that we even exist and maybe one or two
of them may consider becoming a volunteer befriender. If that’s
the case we’d love to hear from them.

Eight Scouts from the Wansdyke distict including two from
Saltford have been selected to represent their District at the
23rd World Scout Jamboree near Yamaguchi City in Japan next
year.
The Wansdyke eight will fly out with 3,500 other Scouts from
across the UK. They are currently preparing for the Jamboree,
forming friendships and fundraising.

Lee, from Saltford, said, “This is the best thing that has
happened to me and the experience will change my life forever.”

Imogen, from Saltford, said, “I am incredibly excited as I know I
am going to meet so many amazing people from all around the
world.”
Wansdyke Scouts are also celebrating a record jump in
membership of 7.5% over the past year.

“Our team of befrienders visit a young person once a week for
just a couple of hours to do something fun together. Playing
sports, watching films, making jewellery, playing scrabble or
visiting local events and exhibitions are just a few of the
activities our volunteers get up to.”
To find out more about volunteering for Time2Share call 0117
941 5868 or email hello@time2share.org.uk

The eight Wansdyke 2015 World Scout Jamboree participants
with Janet Turner, District Commissioner

Longwell Green

Appeal for witnesses
to violent robbery

Police are appealing for witnesses after a 21-year-old man
was robbed of his wallet and headphones in the early hours
of Monday 7th April near the Butchers Arms pub.
The victim was walking along Stonehill towards Longwell Green,
at about 3am, when he was approached by two men who
blocked his path before grabbing him, spinning him around and
punching him in the face twice. He was then thrown to the
ground.

They stole his wallet and a pair of headphones before running
off in the direction of Hanham, turning left into Empire Crescent.

The first offender is described as of medium build, 5ft 10in and
wearing a dark hooded top. The second man was the same
build and height and wearing a dark padded jacket.
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If you can help call the 101. Alternatively contact Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111. If the information you provide to
leads to the arrest and charge of an offender, you may be
eligible for a reward.
The Week in • Thursday 10th April 2014

Almost time to choose
a new clock tower
Keynsham

The people of Keynsham will shortly be
able to choose the design of a new clock
tower which will have pride of place in
the new town centre development.

25th to 30th April (open 8am to 3pm
Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm on Saturday,
and open late from 6pm to 9pm on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday).

“Each artist’s proposal will be exhibited at
various venues in Keynsham from the end
of April into early May. We will be asking for
feedback from residents, business owners
and frequent visitors to our town and do
everything possible to ensure that the voting
process is fair and impartial.”

Special talks by the artists will talk place on
9th May and further details will be
announced shortly.

Keynsham town councillor Lisa O’Brien,
chair of the Keynsham Arts Advisory Group
said: “We are delighted to announce that
three artists have been shortlisted for the
Keynsham clock tower commission.

The shortlisted artists are Wales-based
sculptor Sebastian Boyesen, metalworker
Jon Mills, from Brighton, and clock
designers/manufacturers Smith of Derby.

The successful artist will work with the
community to finalise details of the design.
The exhibition can be seen at the
Pomegranate Café in Temple Street from

It then moves next door to the window of
Keynsham Town Council from 1st to 7th
May, and will finally be at the Key Centre in
Charlton Road from 9th to 15th May (open
10am to 5pm with a late night on Friday 9th
May until 8pm, although not open on
Sunday).

Cllr Paul Crossley, leader of Bath & North
East Somerset Council, said: “Following the
public vote by the people of Keynsham, the
clock tower will be in situ by April 2015. The
council is very pleased to support this
important addition to the civic centre area,
which will form a focus for the town.
“I’m looking forward to seeing the exhibition
of short-listed designs.”

The old clock tower which
came down last January.

Kingswood residents urged to join up
to scheme which can help cut crime

Police and South Gloucestershire Council are offering
people living in Kingswood the chance to sign up for free
to a scheme which has been shown to help householders
become six times less likely to be burgled.
South Gloucestershire Police Neighbourhoods Manager Bob
Evely said: “Joining Neighbourhood Watch is shown to help
people feel safer and does help lower your risk of being
burgled. Having a Watch scheme running can also help bring a
real sense of a community with everyone looking out for each
other.
“Crime is falling across South Gloucestershire, and we’ve seen
dwelling burglary come down by a third in Kingswood. However,
there are fewer watch schemes in Kingswood than other areas.
We hope that by waiving the initial £37.50 per watch set-up fee,
people will be more willing to come forward to start new
schemes.”
Neighbourhood officers and Volunteer Police Cadets will leaflet
areas recently affected by burglary.

The mobile police station was in the London Street and Park
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Road area of Kingswood on
Wednesday (9th April) giving
people advice and help on how
Neighbourhood Watch works
and how it can be set up. It will
visit other areas over the next
few weeks.

The offer, funded by South
Gloucestershire Council, is part
of work being carried out by a local group called Connecting
Kingswood which aims to reduce crime, improve health and
increase education and employment opportunities in the town.
The group involves the police, South Gloucestershire Council
and other agencies working together with local people.

Neighbourhood Watch is run by local people with support from
neighbourhood police who pass on appeals for information
about recent crimes and home security advice. You can
register your interest in joining or setting up Neighbourhood
Watch by contacting Bridget Whittle on 01454 864404.
29

Trio charged
over burglaries

Police have charged three men with burglaries in South
Gloucestershire and Bath.

Two men were arrested in Hanham on Friday 21st March following
a police investigation into a burglary in Kingswood on Monday
10th March.
Officers also recovered property including jewellery and electrical
items they believe were stolen in a burglary in Oldland Common
on Thursday 20th March.

Bristol’s first sixth form
history conference

More than 300 students from 11 different sixth forms came to
Bristol’s first history conference organised by a team headed by
St Brendan’s history tutor Mary Feerick.
A-level history students from St Brendan’s Sixth Form College,
The Sir Bernard Lovell School, Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
Clifton College, Gordano, Cotham, Redland Green, St
Katherine’s, St Bede’s, Brimsham Green and Churchill
Academy took part.

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: "We charged a 33year-old man from Hanham with three burglaries in Oldland
Common, Kingswood and Bath.

“The 32-year-old, also from Hanham, was charged with two
burglaries, in Oldland Common and Bath, and with possession of
cannabis.

“Both men appeared before North Avon Magistrates on Monday
24th March. The 33-year-old was remanded in custody to a date
to be fixed, while the 32-year-old was released on conditional bail
until his next court date.” These charges follow the earlier arrest
and charge of a 24-year-old Kingswood man, who appeared
before North Avon Magistrates on Wednesday 19th March
charged with the burglary in Kingswood and another burglary in
Hanham. He was remanded in custody pending his appearance at
Bristol Crown Court. South Gloucestershire Neighbourhoods
Manager Inspector Bob Evely said: “We are seeing fewer
burglaries and South Gloucestershire and Bath and North East
Somerset remain safe places to live.
“We’re working hard to catch and convict criminals but I’d always
recommend making sure your home is secure. There’s lots of
information on our website, or you can ask for advice from your
neighbourhood team.”

Smarter way to travel by bus

Smartcards have this week been introduced at Brislington Park &
Ride site and the ones at Portway and Long Ashton in Bristol.
Following a three-month trial, the new smartcard allows bus users
to buy tickets online in advance. They then simply load tickets onto
their smartcard at collection points at the Park & Ride sites before
swiping it against the ticket machine as they board their bus.

During the trial period, tweaks have been made to reduce the
smartcard read time on the buses. The website has been
streamlined and the tickets simplified.
To celebrate the launch on Tuesday (8th April) 100 smartcards,
pre-loaded with a free single day pass, were given out to
passengers.

Customers can buy up to 20 days of travel at once, or store credit
in an e-purse to buy tickets. Passengers can save money by
buying multi-journey tickets in advance and the plastic cards are
more durable than paper tickets.
The Brislington and Portway services are operated by CT Plus
while FirstGroup runs the Long Ashton one. Up to 12,000
passengers use Park & Rides in Bristol each week.
The smartcards can be ordered
www.travelwest.info/prsmartcards.
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Dr Steffan Davies (Bristol University) delivering a lecture on the
Weimar Republic

In total there were 14 university speakers from Bristol, UWE,
Cambridge, Warwick, Oxford, Cardiff and Queen Mary College
London.

Those students doing the Black Civil Rights session had a day
fronted by local actor and writer Roger Griffiths and heard from
special guest Paul Stephenson on how the Black Civil Rights
Movement in the USA had inspired his activism in the Bristol
Bus Boycott in the 1960s.
Lead organiser Mary Feerick from St Brendan’s, said: "The
conference was a real success and I very much hope it can
become an annual event for Bristol’s young historians.”
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Football

Jiu Jitsu

With the 1st XI having a rare weekend off due to opponents
Cribbs’ appearance in the Les Phillips Cup semi-final, the
spotlight fell on the Reserves, who came away from Castle Cary
with a point after a 1-1 draw.

Artemis BJJ, a new Brazilian Jiu Jitsu club, will be holding a 24hour charity ‘Grapplethon’ at the new Hit Fit gym in Longwell
Green this weekend.

A point for Keynsham
Town Reserves

With a team strengthened by first team regulars Aaron Marshall,
Ben Stiff and Liam Robson, the Ks started strongly, testing the
home keeper in the very first minute. However, it took half an
hour for their superiority to tell, when Robson was put through
and slotted the ball under the keeper into an empty net. The
away side then forced several corners, but were unable to
extend their lead before the break.

Castle Cary came more into the game in the second half and on
the hour were awarded a free-kick on the edge of the Keynsham
box. The Ks wall had more holes in it than a slice of Emmental
and the free-kick was rifled into the bottom corner for a deserved
equaliser. Both teams then had chances to secure a victory, but
the spoils were shared.
The draw leaves the Reserves in 11th place in the Somerset
County League Division One, with 30 points from their 29
games.

The Ks visit Cheddar on Wednesday 9th April (kick-off 7:30pm)
and host Westbury United at the AJN Stadium on Saturday 12th
April (kick-off 3pm).

Slim pickings for Frys FC

Last weekend was not the most productive for Frys FC with
none of their four sides managing a win.

The 1st team managed to gain a point from their Somerset
County League, Premier Division game at home to Bishops
Lydeard which ended goalless. The reserves lost 2-3 at Ashton
& Backwell in their Division 2 match in the County League while
both the Bristol & District League teams lost. The A team went
down 0-2 at home to Real Thornbury in Division 2 while the B's
were beaten 1-3 at Westerleigh in a Division 4 game.
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24-hour wrestle to raise
funds for Kinergy

From 2pm on Saturday (12th April) until 2pm on Sunday, people
will be wrestling round the clock on the mats at the gym in
Aldermoor Way.
The event will raise
money for Kinergy, the
Kingswood-based charity
which counsels survivors
of rape and sexual
abuse.

Artemis BJJ has already
raised more than £3,500
for the cause. Dónal
Carmody, co-founder of
the club and a counsellor for Kinergy, says “Kinergy is an amazing
charity open to everyone, regardless of location, age or gender.”

Can Sönmez, co-founder of Artemis BJJ, said: “We always wanted
our club to have a strong community focus, as well as an
emphasis on equality.”
The two instructors have almost 20 years of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
experience between them. They will be starting a free women’s
class in May at Hit Fit. Find out more at www.artemisbjj.com

Badminton

Keynsham Juniors U15s
triumph in the Avon Junior
Badminton League

Keynsham finshed at the top of the six team league table after
winning 44 rubbers. Runners-up, Uphill (from W-s-M), finished
with 40 rubbers. Neil Pinker, the lead coach for the league teams,
was especially pleased the boys were able to repeat their
success. Neil said "it was great to see the boys being presented
with their trophy by Avon Development Officer, Penny Shears, who
has been instrumental in re-establishing the league. It is hoped
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that the league will now continue to grow and develop as it
provides a good competitive experience for young club players".

Sessions continue to be run at Broadlands Academy on Friday
evenings and Saturday mornings and prospective new players are
invited to check out the club's website that includes contact details
- www.keynshamjbc.org.uk/
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