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'Catastrophic landslip’ fears mean
A431 to stay closed at Kelston
The A431 at Kelston is a deathtrap and will remain
closed for the foreseeable future.

The road was closed last Monday for investigations after the
subsidence and ground movement caused by the intense
rainfall in recent months got worse. And last Friday it was
revealed that the landslip near the gates of Kelston Park is
worse than originally feared. It is still active and the ground is
continuing to move, causing further cracks.

The road closure spells ongoing misery for motorists and
people using buses, with a diversion via Keynsham and
Saltford – both of which currently have roadworks. The
schools returning after half-term compounded the problem.

A Bath & North East Somerset Council spokesman said: “The
council is sparing no effort to establish exactly what
underground damage is being caused by water moving deep
underground and destabilising the road. Without
understanding the exact path taken by the water, we are not
in a position to resolve it in the long-term.
"We’ve deployed the latest state-of-the-art equipment,
including CCTV, ground radar technology, expert geotechnical engineers and drilling rigs to gather intelligence
about the geological characteristics underneath Kelston Road
and the adjacent land.
“We cannot risk public safety. The road will continue to be
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closed for the foreseeable future – this applies to vehicles,
cyclists and pedestrians. There is the potential for a
catastrophic landslip that could prove fatal to anyone in its
path.
“This is not a decision we have taken lightly. We understand
the impact on people’s journeys. We are already in the
process of considering the impacts on journey plans for public
transport, especially in light of the end of half-term. We have
placed temporary electronic road signs on approach to the
closure to help inform the travelling public.”

Over the weekend, further investigations were carried out to
get more information about what is going on underground.
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Hillfields

Keynsham

The problem of speeding vehicles in Thicket Avenue and traffic
jumping the lights there was raised at this month’s meeting of
the Hillfields Neighbourhood Forum.

The first phase of the gas main works on the High Street will be
complete next week when it will reopen for two-way traffic. From
Sunday 2nd March, however, a section of Charlton Road will close
for a week as workmen excavate the junction with the High Street.

Speeding traffic and
fly-tipping problems

Also raised at the meeting, which was held at Crofts End
Church, were problems of rubbish and fly-tipping in Berkeley
Road in the vicinity of the Frenchay Hospital Cardiac Support
Group shop.

High Street to reopen - and
Charlton Road to close!

Forum meetings are a chance for local residents to raise issues,
meet local residents, community and voluntary groups,
councillors and public agency representatives and find out
about activities that are taking place in the neighbourhood.
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Work to relay new gas mains on Keynsham High Street began on
20th January whereupon traffic was restricted to one way and
parts of the pavement were also fenced off. Many traders have
reported a marked tail-off in foot fall during the last three weeks,
with one describing weekly takings as the lowest since they
opened.
The second phase of the project will see a similar operation
carried out along Temple Street.
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How will our local councils spend
our money in the coming year?
Bath & North East Somerset, South
Gloucestershire and Bristol City
councils have all set their budgets in
the last week. So how will it affect
you?
Bath & North East Somerset Council

Council tax bills in the Bath & North East
Somerset Council area have been
frozen for the
fourth year in a
row as councillors
agreed a budget guided by the
principles of protecting services to the
public and investing in homes and jobs
for local people.
The council chamber in Bath was
packed for the meeting and over 1,000
people watched it on the internet.
The budget means council tax for a
Band D property is £1,201.
South Gloucestershire Council

Council tax in South Gloucestershire is
to be frozen for a fourth consecutive

year after the budget was agreed last
Wednesday.

The
politically
hung council set
a revenue budget
of £190.7 million for 2014/15, with
council tax for a Band D property
remaining unchanged at £1,245.20. A
further freeze is also planned for
2015/16, followed by a two per cent
increase in 2016/17.

The budget allows for accelerating plans
to expand Longwell Green Leisure
Centre and keeping some streetlights on
for an extra hour between midnight and
1am, in response to widespread concern
from residents about the council’s partnight lighting programme.
Bristol City Council

Bristol City Council has confirmed its
budget for the next financial
year with over a billion
pounds to be spent on local
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public services and city improvements.

A five-hour debate last Tuesday
examined Mayor George Ferguson’s
proposed budget as approved by his
cross-party
Cabinet,
alongside
amendments suggested by councillors.
It concluded with a balanced budget and
majority vote.
A 1.95% increase in council tax, costing
just under 50p per week for the average
Band D home, was approved, along with
increases in some fees and charges.

With a well-publicised funding gap of
over £80m throughout the next three
years due to cuts in Government funding
and an increasing demand for services,
the approved budget is the first in a
three-year plan to close the gap. It
means in 2014/15 the council will spend
around £12m less in revenue than in the
last year, although the lion’s share of this
will come from plans to work more
efficiently.
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Waitrose to open in
Keynsham on 20th March
Waitrose has confirmed that its new store
in Broadmead Lane, Keynsham, will open
on Thursday, 20th March.
The existing Co-op store, which was acquired
by Waitrose last November, ceased trading on
Saturday 15th February and the keys were
handed over to Waitrose last Thursday.
The Waitrose team will refurbish the building
into a new branch, which will have meat, fish,
and cheese counters, a patisserie and new
café.

From the end of April, the Waitrose Delivery
Service will also be available.

The new store will be run by a team of just over
200 ‘partners’, including the existing Co-op
employees and 125 new members of staff.
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Partners are each entitled to a say in how the
business is run, as well as a share of the profits
in the form of a yearly bonus, which last year,
equated to nine weeks’ wages.
The team will also include a new apprentice,
who is joining a 12-month scheme aimed at
teaching the skills required for a successful
career in the retail industry.

When the store officially opens its doors, it will
be launching a number of initiatives to help
support the local community. Every month, it will
donate £1,000 to local charities and groups
nominated by customers as part of its
Community Matters scheme. Staff will also
provide 250 hours of their time each year to
causes through the Waitrose Partner
Volunteering programme.
James Baldry, opening branch manager for the
store, said: “We’ve reached an exciting stage
with work due to start to fully refit the store and
convert it into a modern new branch. We’ve
created over 120 new jobs and have a fantastic
team in place ready to welcome our new
customers.”
During the refurbishment process, the car park
will be closed.

Inquest
opens into
Wes’s death

The inquest into the death
of Longwell Green man

Wes Herat opened last
Wednesday
February).
The

(19th

22-year-old

pub

manager died at the scene

after his motorbike was in a

collision on the A431 at
Kelston last month.

Wes, of Ferndale Avenue,
and who went to Hanham

High School and Oxford
Brookes University, was on
his way home from a late
shift at The Salamander
pub in Bath when the
accident happened.

The coroner adjourned the
inquest until 21st May.

Wes’s funeral was held last
Monday, 17th February.
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Fatal crash near Corston
Police are appealing for witnesses following the
death of a motorcyclist in a crash near Corston.
The incident happened on Saturday (22nd February 22) at
about 3.30pm. The motorcyclist was travelling along the A39
towards Corston village when he was involved in a collision with
a car near the Wheatsheaf pub.

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: "We would like to
hear from anyone who may have been on the A39 or in the
Corston area around the time of the incident.
"Anyone able to help is asked to contact the collision
investigation unit on the force number 101."

Celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight
A Fairtrade coffee producer from Nicaragua will be
speaking at schools and community events in South
Gloucestershire, B&NES and Bristol for Fairtrade
Fortnight, which began on Monday 24th February and runs
until 9th March.
The annual event raises awareness about better prices,
decent working conditions, local sustainability, and fair
terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing
world.

The rider, a man from the Bristol area, received treatment but
was declared dead at the scene.
Collision investigators carried out a detailed examination of the
scene, which remained closed until about 8.30pm.
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Margarita Espinoza will be visiting schools including
Christchurch Junior in Downend and Mangotsfield
Secondary School. And Saltford's Fairtrade Group has
arranged for Margarita to visit on Tuesday 4th March.
Fairtrade refreshments will be provided from 7.30pm with
the main event starting at 8pm in Saltford Hall.
Margarita will also be at the South West Fairtrade Business
Awards ceremony taking place at City Hall, Bristol on
Thursday 6th March.
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John Lord dies at 71

John Lord, a former chairman of Kingswood District Council and
a leading campaigner in the fight to keep Cossham Hospital
open, has died at the age of 71.
A thanksgiving service was
held at St Mary’s Church in
Bitton for the former college
lecturer
and
Liberal
councillor from Oldland
Common, who died at
South Bristol Community
Hospital last month after a
battle against cancer.
The service was conducted
by the former vicar of Bitton
and fellow cricket lover the
Rev Paul Denyer, and local
lay minister Ken Gibson.

Mr Lord was twice chairman of Kingswood District Council –
from 1978-79 and again from 1981-82.

Cossham supporters were among the many who attended his
thanksgiving service with one of the eulogies delivered by
Graham Kennedy, of the Save Cossham Hospital Group. Last
year Mr Lord was at the reopening of the hospital after its £19m
refurbishment.
The other eulogy was given by Mr Lord’s Lib Dem colleague
Alan Greenfield.
John Lord was also involved in campaigns to save Willsbridge
Mill and Grimsbury Farm in Kingswood. He helped to launch the
New Work Trust in Kingswood and supported other local causes
including Save Our Green Spaces and the Bitton Parish Plan.

As well as a passion for cricket, Mr Lord who leaves a wife,
Lesa, a son, daughter and a grandson, loved reading and
travelling.

California dreamin'?

Does this miserable weather have you dreaming of sun, surf
and the harmony music from the California coast? If you are
musical and love the Beach Boys or the music of the Eagles,
Doobie Brothers of Crosby, Stills and Nash, then Keynshambased musician Russ Pratt wants to hear from you.

The singer songwriter and guitar player wants to start a band
locally to recreate the American West Coast sounds and play
covers of other artists such as Steely Dan, Todd Rundgren and
the Turtles.
"I am looking for a lead guitarist, bass player, keyboard and
drums, and of course the ability to sing in five-part harmony will
be a great bonus. Initially I am thinking of playing at open mic
nights but ultimately we would be playing gigs in the area," he
told us.
If you are interested, call Russ on 07732 564847.

.HHSXSWRGDWHZLWK
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Green light for work to start at Somerdale
Keynsham

The last piece of the jigsaw to allow
redevelopment work to start at
Somerdale fell into place last week
when B&NES Council and Taylor
Wimpey sealed a Section 106
Agreement.
Although the council's development
control committee approved plans for up
to 700 houses last September,
agreement on financial contributions by
the developer (known as S106) was a
condition. The document signed last
week commits Taylor Wimpey to
providing affordable housing, a new Fry
Club and sports pitches, education
facilities and a raft of financial
contributions towards infrastructure
improvements. These include public
transport, library and youth services and
a pedestrian/cycle bridge across the
River Avon.
Controversially, the agreement also
allows Taylor Wimpey to make a
financial contribution towards 'off-site
employment' should it be unsuccessful
in marketing the office space which was
included in the original planning
application. Last month, the developer
returned to B&NES Council planners for
permission to carry out only external
refurbishment to the former factory
Blocks B & C so that they could be

adapted for alternative
use
(presumably
housing) if the office
space was not let.
Despite calls from local
councillors to ensure that
any financial contribution
was
used
for
employment purposes
within Keynsham, the
committee accepted that
money could be used
anywhere within Bath &
North East Somerset.

The final S106 document
stipulates
that
the
amount
of
financial
contribution would be based on the
difference in value between the office
space and the eventual alternative use.
Taylor Wimpey now has six months to
come up with a marketing plan to start
selling the employment space and the
financial contribution will be triggered if
no potential tenants have been identified
by the end of the unspecified 'marketing
period'.
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Commenting on the agreement, Charlie
Joseph, sales and marketing director for
Taylor Wimpey Bristol, said: “We’re
delighted that we are nearing the
completion of the purchase of this
prestigious development site in
Keynsham.

“As well as building much-needed new
homes – including affordable housing –
our development will bring many
additional benefits to the local area,
including new employment opportunities
as the build progresses.”

The development is planned in five
phases. Demolition work has already
begun on factory block D in preparation
for Phase 1 which includes 127 homes,
the Fry Club and sports facilities. The
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final phase is due for completion in
2021.
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND

2 -Hard
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Sunday 2nd March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

4 7

6 7
2
6 9
6
4

8
4

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

1
3

4
2

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

5

5
8

7 3

9

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Market forces
Dear Stephen,

I would just like to point out to John Howlett

(issue 308) that allowing ‘businesses already
established in Keynsham to up sticks and

move to the new centre achieves nothing’ is
not entirely correct as some of us are under

threat of being turfed out of Riverside when
Phase 2 gets the go ahead.

The fact that we are being kept in the dark

over plans is at times stressful and we
wonder if a ‘jump before we are pushed’

option is the best. So, as several shop units

may disappear anyway, there is a need for
incentives for businesses who will have no
option but to move. Or perhaps local

businesses should be forced to leave or shut
allowing the big boys in?!

Can I also point out to Mr Howlett that I run

a hardware shop in Keynsham so thank you
very much for suggesting Wilkinsons! If we

were given more incentive to move to the

development, perhaps we could provide
more services than we currently do and be in
a more central location.

As there is very little news of interest in the
development perhaps the retail space could

be considered as a market hall with shops

around the outside and stalls in the centre. I
have seen this idea work very effectively

(busy) in other market towns. Don’t forget
Keynsham is a market town!
Chris Oliver, Keynsham

Close the door!
Dear Stephen,

The news is understandably filled with

stories about the unusual weather events

that the country is currently experiencing. It
does not matter whether you believe that
these global weather events (witness the
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recent snowfall in the Eastern US states) are

I'm happy to enter into a dialogue with any

long-term weather patterns that the planet

at chrisaj1956@gmail.com

the result of global warming or are part of the

goes through over hundreds of years. It is
obvious that something is happening.

It is with great surprise therefore that walking
along Keynsham’s Temple Street and High

Street that I noticed about 20% of the
businesses had their shop doors wide open

to the elements. When I inquired of one shop

manager why, as a customer, I had to queue

in the cold, I was informed that the company
had an ‘open door’ policy as a closed door

deterred customers from entering. As the
vast majority of businesses had closed doors
and all seemed to have a number of

customers inside, the fact that the doors

were closed did not seem to deter customers
from using those shops.

An 'open door' in this weather must mean
that the shop is wasting huge amounts of

energy, and therefore money and profits as a

number of these stores also have heaters

positioned close to the doors to blow heat
around the store. Staff endure unhealthy
working conditions, alternating between cold

blasts from the door and standing close to
under-counter heaters to warm up.

How many of us would put our heating on at

home and promptly leave the front door
open?

The

constant

chime

in

most

households at this time of the year is ‘close
the door’.

There is a national campaign ‘Close the
Door’ which aims to encourage retailers,
small and large, to close the door which has
had success in a number of towns

throughout the country. High Street shops

are suffering and small changes which
increase the profitability of businesses might

be the difference between surviving or
succumbing. Keynsham prides itself on

being a Fairtrade town, perhaps we should

also be an energy conscious town where
local businesses do Close the Door.

liked-minded individuals and can be emailed
C Orgensen, Keynsham

Let residents choose street
names
Dear Sir,

I must take issue with Mr. Hudson that the
name Cheapside is demeaning and not

suitable as it is neither respectable or has
any historic value.

Five minutes research shows that the word

Cheapside is derived from the Old English
and in fact means marketplace which I think
is fitting as the new development will be
Keynsham's trading heart or marketplace.

My vote would be for Prospect Place which

ran between the river and Temple Street and
sums up the hopes for our new Town Centre.

So why not have a local vote to choose the
most liked name?

Graham Payne, Keynsham

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest. We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced. Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,

e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Green light for Oldfield School
plunged into
roundabout
traffic signals controversy
Long-awaited traffic light signals at a ring road junction look
set to be installed as further funds have been earmarked by
South Gloucestershire Council.

A report going to the council’s Resources Committee on Monday
3rd March says a sum of £600,000 has been allocated to

More than 950 people have signed a petition to Education
Secretary Michael Gove calling for the release of the full
extent of concerns raised about Oldfield School in Bath.
Comments on the petition, which was set up during the half-term
on the change.org website, reveal shocking criticism and calls
for the headteacher Kim Sparling to go.

Among those openly signing it are ex-members of staff, former,
current, and prospective parents, and current and former pupils.

Many children from Bristol and South Gloucestershire as well as
B&NES attend the 775-pupil school on Kelston Road which
became an academy in 2011.

contribute to the traffic light signalling of the junction of Wraxall
Road and Tower Lane with the A4174 ring road.

The roundabouts either side to the north and south – at the A420
and Aspects/Marsham Way – have already been signalled and
the intention has been to signal the Wraxall Road junction too.
However, delays have meant that the proposed scheme
outstretched its budget, making the project look increasingly
unlikely.

However, as part of the recent annual budget negotiations
between the political parties on the hung council, Labour
proposed the inclusion of additional funds to ensure that the work
could finally be actioned.
Labour councillors Gareth Manson, Andy Perkins and Pat Rooney,
whose Woodstock ward residents use the Wraxall Road access,
say residents have complained to them over the years that it is
very difficult to get onto the A4174 from Wraxall Road and Tower
Lane at peak times because of the traffic flows along the ring road.
They say they welcome the inclusion of the extra funding needed
to finish off the scheme after years of campaigning.
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A team from Ofsted spent three days at the secondary academy
before Christmas but only a partial inspection report has been
published. That report expressed concerns about the
relationship between governors and headteacher, saying the
governing board did not properly hold her to account when
dealing with issues such as complaints, grievances and
whistleblowing.
The petition says the community
has the right to know what is meant
by inspector Simon Rowe’s
comment: “During this inspection,
Ofsted received a number of
complaints from staff and from the
local authority which lie outside its
remit. The issues underpinning
these complaints have been
passed to the Department for
Education
for
further
consideration.”

Headteacher Kim Sparling

The Week In on line

Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk

Follow us @theweekineditor
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Girls get their skates on to represent
Great Britain at the World Championships
Two local teenagers are off to take part in the World
Synchronised Skating Championships in Italy in April.

Aimee Grimwood, from Bowden Place in Downend, and
Hannah Fordham, from Poplar Road in Hanham, are both 16
and skate for Wales & West Synchronised Skating Club.
They are in the senior competitive team – Team Spirit – which
has been selected to represent Great Britain at the
championships at Courmayeur on 4th and 5th April alongside
other elite skaters from around the world.

The girls’ training programme is gruelling, particularly since
Bristol’s ice skating rink closed in 2012 and was demolished to
make way for student flats. The girls travel to Cardiff and
Swindon several times a week, including a very early start
where they skate before going on to school.
Both girls are studying for A-levels, with Hannah attending the
City Academy in St George and Aimee in the sixth form at
Downend School.

Hannah & Aimee

Supporters have started a petition which will be delivered to the
International Olympic Committee, calling for synchronised
skating to become an Olympic event at the Winter Olympics in
Pyeong Chang in South Korea in 2018.

Even though they are representing their country, the girls – and
their parents who take them to their training sessions and to
championships both at home and abroad - get no grants
towards their sport.

The petition is on the Change.org website and currently there
are more than 12,000 supporters.

Coinciding with the Sochi Games in Russia, a campaign has
been launched to get synchronised skating recognised at
Olympic level, which is backed by Aimee and Hannah.

If anyone is interested in sponsoring Aimee and Hannah email
nanadeb@blueyonder.co.uk

ACROSS
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Across
6 Mistake in rugby, resulting in a scrum

6 Mistake in rugby, resulting in a scrum (5,2)
7 Unhealthy condition (7)
9 Freeze (3,2)
10 Widespread (9)
11 Unlucky (7)
13 Relating to living organisms (6)
15 Great Britain (6,7)
19 From one point of view (2,1,3)
20 Outlive,outgrow? (7)
23 Not moving (9)
24 Veteran (5)
26 Arrogance (7)
27 Ear? (coloq.) (7)

Down

1 Greater than (4)
2 Capital of Macedonia (6)
3 Bottom or lower surface (9)
4 Wooden surface (8)
5 A type of plant (10)
6 Person invested by a monarch (6)
7 To the inside (4)
8 Rough drawing (6)
12 Pompous person of rank (10)
14 Unit of frequency - 1000c/sec (9)
16 Boyhood toy (5,3)
17 German word for vulgar or pretentious (6)
18 Gentle wind (6)
21 Narrow, open container (6)
22 Two of the same (4)
25 Tragic fate (4)
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1 Greater than (4)

Woman duped of
more than £16k after
Warmley burglary

Police have issued this image of a woman they are keen to
speak to in connection with a burglary at a doctors’ surgery
in the Warmley area which resulted in bank cards being
stolen and £16,500 fraudulently withdrawn.

Open-top bus tour for
Downend’s Olympic
star Jenny Jones

Downend’s very own Winter Olympic bronze medallist Jenny
Jones is to have a celebratory homecoming on Monday
afternoon, 3rd March.

On Thursday 6th February a handbag containing bank cards
was stolen unbeknown to its owner from within the surgery
between 10.45am and 11.10am. At approximately 2pm that day,
the victim was called by a man, claiming to be a member of
banking staff and saying the victim’s bank cards had been
stolen.
He persuaded the victim to release confidential pin codes,
saying it was in order for the victim’s bank cards to be cancelled
and to prevent any money being
stolen. Within an hour of the call
approximately £16,500 was
fraudulently withdrawn from the
victim’s bank accounts at various
locations in Bristol.

An Avon & Somerset police
spokesman said: “We are
appealing for the woman in these
CCTV images, or anyone who recognises her, to contact Bristol
CID as part of our investigation.

“You can call the force non-emergency incident number 101
quoting crime reference 12844/14 or alternatively you can call
the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. They
will never ask your name or trace your call.”
People are being urged not to leave their valuables unattended
in any location where the public can gain easy access. For more
information about how to protect yourself from fraud visit
www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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She will be touring through Downend on her way into Bristol and
a civic reception with Mayor George Ferguson. Crowds are
expected to turn out to greet her along the route.
The open-top bus will be leaving Downend School and travelling
along Westerleigh Road, turning into Cleeve Road and then onto
Downend Road before travelling on to Bristol for the civic
reception. The bus is expected to be in the centre of Downend,
which is where a big crowd is expected, by 4pm.

The 33-year-old snowboarder has become a celebrity since
winning Great Britain's first ever Olympic medal on snow, in the
slopestyle event in Sochi, with appearances on The One Show,
the Jonathan Ross Show and Daybreak since returning home.
She has also been on Channel 4’s Sunday Brunch.
Jenny now lives in Backwell but her parents Peter and Helen still
live in Downend. They flew out to Sochi to see her big moment.
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Council tight-lipped about
Civic Centre developments
Keynsham

While new rumours emerge on a weekly basis concerning
the identity of tenants planned for the new retail outlets for
the Civic Centre, B&NES Council remains adamant that no
deal has been done as yet. It is also tight-lipped about the
long-awaited plans for traffic management around the site
which were removed from the planning application so as
not to delay the project.
Tales of various national companies moving into the £34m
development have come and gone since it was first proposed
by the previous council in 2010. Last week, James Hinchcliffe,
communications manager for B&NES, refused to confirm
stories circulating in the town that agreement had been reached
over one of the two anchor sites although he did admit to being
"quite excited" about the prospect.

As things stand, however, there are officially no takers as yet for
the smaller retail units and The Week In understands that
interest shown in them has been almost exclusively from
existing businesses in the town which would relocate. Mr
Hinchcliffe also said: "This is entirely expected in relation to a
development of this nature where a new build is being
constructed from scratch and retailers/proprietors wait until
closer to completion before making a commitment. The council
is very encouraged by the informal inquiries coming forward
through the marketing of the units."

Transport strategy

When planning permission was granted for the new town hall
and council offices in October 2012, the council planners
decided not to consider the highways provision which had been
proposed for the project but instead to put money aside for a
traffic plan to incorporate all the developments coming forward
in the town.
The highways proposals originally included in the project
favoured a scheme for one-way traffic on the High Street (Bathbound) with two-way retained on Ashton Way. All traffic coming
up Bath Hill would converge and be directed into Temple Street
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and Rock Road but at this point it would meet a proposed
'shared space'. This is an urban design which blurs the
distinction between vehicle and pedestrian use by removing
kerbs and/or applying an unfamiliar road surface.
Disability groups object to such schemes, highlighting problems
for the visually impaired and deaf. During the public
consultation process in early 2012, several eyebrows were
raised at the traffic modelling results which were presented and
even B&NES highways officers voiced serious doubts.

When The Week In asked for an update on timescales for the
new traffic plan last May, we were told that proposals were still
being developed but would be put to the community focus
group for feedback "in the very near future".
In August and October we were given very similar responses to
our repeated requests. Then last week we were told: "Final
preparations are being made to a highways scheme that will be
presented to the Keynsham Development Group shortly.
Following that, there will be wider consultation with the public.
We’ve ensured that there is a well-thought through scheme to
present to the public, which explains why the ‘imminent’ is
perhaps a little longer than anticipated."
The development group is due to meet again next week and the
town centre development is on target for completion in six
months' time.
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Jobs and careers advice
Situations Vacant

The 7th Kingswood Jobs Fair took place last Friday
with around 100 people coming through the doors of
Warmley Community Centre.
Employers with jobs on offer included Waste Handling
Solutions in Crown Road, Warmley, Aquatec’s Staple Hill call
centre, Kellaway Building Supplies, Bristol Airport and
McDonald’s at Longwell Green, the company’s busiest
restaurant in the Bristol area, which serves up to 14,000 people
a week and currently has open vacancies.

The Jobcentre at Kingswood also had a stand with lots of jobs
on offer within a five-mile radius. And Staff Sgt Mike ColmanHolland was there from the Army to give careers advice, while
staff from N-Gaged, based at The Beeches in Brislington, were
there to talk about the pre-employment and training courses
they can offer.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has organised a series of job
fairs around his constituency and the 8th one will be at Hanham
Community Centre on Friday 30th May from 2pm to 4pm.
He is also organising the Kingswood Apprenticeships Fair on
Thursday 6th March at Hanham High School from 5pm to 7pm
as part of National Apprenticeship Week.

Meanwhile South Gloucestershire Council has teamed up with
Jobcentre Plus to host a jobs fair on Thursday 6th March at
Kingswood Library aimed at young people leaving school,
college or university.

The fair will run from 10am to 2pm and will provide an
opportunity for jobseekers to meet with a variety of employers
and talk face to face about vacancies, apprenticeships, and
other upcoming employment opportunities. There will also be
tips for effective CV writing.

Army careers adviser Staff Sgt Mike Colman-Holland and jobs fair
organiser Chris Skidmore MP

The council and several partner organisations also recently
hosted a free event at the Bristol & Bath Science Park to
provide information about apprenticeships to small businesses.

The evening event saw the council team up with the Federation
of Small Business (FSB), National Apprenticeship Service and
South Gloucestershire and Stroud College to equip small
businesses with everything they need to know about
apprenticeships.

Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or

Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Traders give £400 to youth club
Hanham

Traders in Hanham have handed over a cheque for
£400 to the local youth club.
The money is the proceeds from the last Hanham Christmas
Fair and is much appreciated by the club which has had a
difficult year.
After the news that South Gloucestershire Council were only
investing youth services money in ‘priority areas’, of which
Hanham wasn’t one, it was unclear how the club – the busiest
in the district - was going to survive but the Kingswood-based
Creative Youth Network stepped in to manage the lease and
work alongside Arran Bees, the lead youth worker at Hanham,
and the parish council.

The club, which was closed for three months, reopened at the
end of last May and is more popular than ever, with hundreds
of youngsters from 10 different schools attending it each week,
some coming in by bus from Hillfields and Downend.

7.30pm-10pm.

The regular sessions are Mondays for Year 9+ from 7pm9.30pm, Tuesdays for Year 8 from 7pm-9.30pm, Wednesdays
for Year 7 from 7-9.30pm and Thursdays for Year 9+ from

The B&A Skool Club opened last September in part of the youth
club premises, offering a breakfast club, after-school club and
holiday club.

Mr Bees said as well as housing a great range of facilities,
including pool, table tennis, an indoor sports hall, social room
with dance lights, lasers and smoke, a chill-out room, DJ booth,
large kitchen, bar and outdoor floodlit courts, the club also
offers invaluable pastoral care.
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Part of the centre’s long-term future is dependent on hiring out
the renovated spaces and it is proving popular with birthday
parties. On Sunday the Kingswood Team Ministry took over the
club for an informal Praise and Proclaim Service with a youth
band performing.
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OUT & ABOUT

Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in March

Arts festival at church
St Aidan’s Church in Fir Tree Lane, St George, has unveiled the
line-up for its spring arts festival of concerts.

Opening the festival on Tuesday 4th March will be Latin-American
Choro band Brejeiro. On Thursday 6th March singer and songwriter
Mariette Davina will be in concert, accompanied by a pianist and
guitarist.
As part of the festival, Circus Antics will be running a family circus
skills workshop and putting on stilt and hula hoop shows on the
afternoon of Saturday 8th March.
And on the Saturday evening the Graham Leavey Jazz Men will
play Dixieland mainstream toe-tapping jazz.
Wrapping up the festival on Sunday 9th March there will be a

Rhythm for Life worship event at 3pm when people of all ages can
have a go at drumming.
For all bookings and for more information call 0117 940 7142.

In June St Aidan’s will hold its summer proms and its winter
programme will begin in October.

That's Keynsham... K - E - Y...

Tickets are selling fast for a one-off performance of Kevin Cattell's
play An Audience with Horace Batchelor in April.
After a sell-out run at the Tobacco Factory last summer, the oneman show is being reprised for a short tour, taking in Taunton,
Salisbury and Keynsham, the town he put on the map with his
famous K-E-Y spelling on Radio Luxembourg.
The enigmatic character and local entrepreneur became a
household name on the airwaves during the 1950s and '60s with his
Infra Draw method for playing the football pools. Anecdotes still
circulate locally regarding his business and personal life and
Keynsham residents played a large part in Kevin Cattell's research
for the play. Roland Oliver, who played Horace in last year's
production, is back, having appeared in the most recent series of
the TV police drama Vera in the meantime. An Audience with
Horace Batchelor is at the Fear Hall in Keynsham on Saturday 12th
April (7.30pm). There will be a question-and-answer session with
the playwright and director afterwards. Tickets cost £10 and are
available from The Week In on 0117 9860 381.

18

The Week in • Thursday 27th February 2014

Fun psychic evening

The psychic Mike Baker will be presenting his Me & My Shadow
show at Hanham Community Centre on Saturday 15th March at
7.30pm.
Mike has hit the headlines over the years for his work including
apparently making contact with Elvis and helping pop group The
Eurythmics achieve a No 1, as well as making accurate FA Cup
predictions live on TV.
The clairvoyant says he has also worked with the Met police to help
solve crimes.

Mike says he talks to people "from the beyond” with the help of a
native American spirit and that his show has touches of humour and
fun.

Jumble Sale in Saltford

Race night for pre-school

Warmley Pre-school is holding a fundraising race night for adults
only on Saturday 1st March. Doors open at 8pm with the first race
at 8.30pm.
Tickets cost £1 and are available from the pre-school at Warmley
Community Centre on Deanery Road each weekday morning.
All funds raised will go towards the outdoor play area project.

Craft fair

St Barnabas' Church in Church Avenue, Warmley, is holding a craft
fair on Saturday 8th March (10am-3pm). There will be music and
refreshments available. Contact Nicola Eaton on 07971 775682.

Garages and attics have been cleared ahead of the jumble sale at
Saltford Hall on Saturday 1st March.
Doors open at 10am and in addition to the many bargains which are
likely to be had, refreshments will also be available, including bacon
butties from nearby Newton Farm.
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Grimsbury Farm, past and present
Our recent story about Kingswood’s Grimsbury Farm
making plans for the next five years prompted Barry
Usher, from Longwell Green, to get in touch with us
and share some old photographs and newspaper
cuttings.
Mr Usher and his wife Ann were involved with Kingswood’s
Silver Jubilee Project in the 1970s which involved the takeover,
renovation and running of Grimsbury Farm for use by children
with disabilities.
The farmhouse dates from 1610 and used to be called The
Grange, although there is evidence of buildings being on the
land in the time of Henry III in the 13th century.
The last private owners were the Warner family who moved out
in the 1970s. Grimsbury Farm and the surrounding land were
conveyed to Kingswood District Council following the granting
of planning permission for the Longwell Green development
area in 1977.
Local people raised money to help restore the farmhouse and
other buildings and create a working farm where youngsters
could get involved.

There was an addition to the farm in the early 1990s in the
shape of a listed barn that faced being bulldozed to make way
for the ring road at Stonehill. Rather than demolish it Avon
County Council gave it to Kingswood Borough Council and paid
to have it moved and faithfully rebuilt at Grimsbury Farm.
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These days the Friends
of Grimsbury Farm,
formed in April 2006,
work
with
South
Gloucestershire Council.
They recently said they
are looking to increase
the money they raise
themselves to fund
future improvements, rather than be reliant on the council,
which will have to make millions of pounds of savings in the
next few years.
It’s been a busy February on the farm with 15 piglets born, as
well as a calf. More volunteers are always welcome, as well as
fresh ideas. Contact the Friends on 01454 863825.
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New youth centre
'a step closer'
Staple Hill

Staple Hill’s Labour councillors say the long campaign for a
custom-made youth centre has moved a step closer with the
provisional allocation of funds for the project.

In papers going to South Gloucestershire Council’s resources
committee on 3rd March, £350,000 has been allocated to
convert space in the old primary school into a custom-made
youth centre.

At
present,
youth
services in Staple Hill
are run by the local
Methodist church out of
their own premises but
it is acknowledged that
a custom-made youth
centre would provide
improved facilities for the youth workers and young people in a
place that contains South Gloucestershire’s most deprived
census areas.
Staple Hill Primary School moved into new buildings in 2011 and
the old school is being brought back into active use, with a Sure
Start Centre and the Little Stars nursery already occupying
some of the space.

As part of the recent annual budget negotiations between the
political parties on the hung council, Labour proposed the
inclusion of funds for the conversion work and £350,000 is now
listed in the capital budget for 2014/15.

From Staple Hill
to the Brits

Levanna (r) with Pharrell Williams

Staple Hill dancer Levanna Mclean performed on stage with
singer and producer Pharrell Williams at the Brit Awards last
week.

At the end of last year the teenager posted a video on YouTube
of herself Northern Soul dancing down Broad Street in Staple
Hill to Pharrell’s song Happy, which to date has received almost
700,000 hits.
And last Wednesday night was a dream come true for Levanna,
an A-level student at Winterbourne International Academy, who
was one of the Northern Soul dancers appearing on stage with
the musician at the showcase awards ceremony at the 02 Arena
in London.
Read our interview with Levanna McLean in next week's issue.

Staple Hill’s Labour councillors Ian Boulton and Shirley Potts
(pictured outside the school) said: "We are under no illusions
that we need to keep fighting on until the scheme is finally
agreed. We shall make our case to the Resources Committee
when it meets on 3rd March and ensure that any detailed
consideration by the Children & Young People’s Services
Committee is informed by the strength of local opinion.”

Kingswood

Student is voted as new
Bristol Youth Mayor

Bristol City Council’s Youth Select Committee has voted in two
new Youth Mayors who will act as advisers to the Mayor George
Ferguson on youth issues.

One of them is James Gibson, 15, a student at John Cabot
Academy in Kingswood. He said: “I feel very honoured to be
able to continue a process that helps connect disadvantaged
people with the political process. My interests include tackling
poverty.”
The other Youth Mayor is Rondene Vassell, 17, who attends
Clifton College. She said: “I’d like to see new opportunities arise
for young people within Bristol.”
The pair replace outgoing Youth Mayors Isobel Trout and Ramal
Royal, who have completed their one-year term of office.
The Week in • Thursday 27th February 2014
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Directory & What’s On

Additional Income

Blinds

Building Services

Building Services

Building Services

Appliance Repairs

Carers

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning

G D MEEK
Your local builder

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Thursday 27th February 2014

Directory & What’s On
Carpet Fitters

Car Services

Carpentry

Computers / IT

Electrical

Dance Lessons

Events

Clock Repairs

Car Services
Electrical
Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Furniture Makers

adverts
call
0117 986 0381

The Week in
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Garden Services

Garden Services

Holidays

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT

Home
Improvements

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Home Help
R J SHORT. Washing,
ironing and house cleaning
services. T: 07970 400801

Joinery

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
24
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Directory & What’s On
Locksmiths

Mobility Services

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Pawn Brokers

Logs

Pallets
Pest Control

Painting
& Decorating

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plastering

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Podiatry

Roofing

Taxis

Sewing Lessons

Therapies

Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Taxis

Tyres

K R T Tyres

Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham
BS31 2AL
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Uniforms

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562
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Accident
in Warmley

Police were called by the
ambulance service to a
collision on Victoria Road
shortly after midnight on
Sunday
16th
February
involving a car and a male
pedestrian.

The pedestrian was taken by
ambulance to Frenchay
Hospital. Police said his
injuries were not believed to
be life threatening or lifechanging.

Anyone with any information
which could help police
inquiries into the incident is
asked to call 101 and ask for
PC 4189 Little.

Age UK
advice
session

Age UK Bath & N E Somerset
is holding its next drop-in
advice session at Keynsham
Baptist Church Hall
on
Tuesday 4th March (10am-12
noon).
Free confidential information
and advice will be available
on a range of topics including
benefit entitlement, pensions,
care, housing, debt, finding
local services, and many
other issues that affect older
people.
For further information
contact 01225 466 135.

Keynsham

Post Office
open all day
on Saturday
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The Chandag Road Post
Office
(located
inside
McColls) will be open from
9am to 5.30 pm on Saturdays
from 1st March onwards.
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Topping out ceremony at
new Abbeyfield development
Hanham

The topping out ceremony has been held at
the 18-unit supported sheltered housing
scheme being built by Abbeyfield in Hanham.

The land for the new two-storey development
in Memorial Road, next to Hanham Common,

was bequeathed from the estate of local
businessman Peter Kift. The new home
includes staff accommodation.
Staff and trustees from Abbeyfield, the main
contractor Pollard and consultant team
members from project manager HDP
Associates, architect Lewis Foster Lewis and

engineer Craddy Pitchers Davidson, watched
Abbeyfield Bristol Society’s chief executive
Frances Stretton complete a section of the
roof.

She said: “The building, which will be known
as Kift Lodge will, I’m sure, be a flagship for
Abbeyfield Bristol Society. It’s a great pleasure
for us to be involved with Pollard and
everyone else involved in the construction. We
very much value and appreciate their efforts
and we are looking forward to the handover.
“Our aim is continually to improve the services
and facilities we offer to all our residents and
this state-of-the-art accommodation will
enhance the quality of life for older people
without a doubt.”
Abbeyfield Bristol Society is a not-for-profit
charity, offering supported housing for older
people, enabling them to live as independently
as possible, for as long as possible.
The Hanham development is due to be
completed this spring.

Use your
voice to
shape your
healthcare

Residents in Bath & North
East Somerset are being
asked to advise senior GPs
and NHS managers on
what local health services
should look like in the
future.

B&NES Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) is
setting up ‘Your Health,
Your Voice’, a local
discussion group which will
meet every two months to
help influence and shape
local healthcare services.

The CCG is holding
informal taster events for
anyone
interested
in
getting involved and there
is one at the Royal British
Legion Club in Charlton
Road, Keynsham, from
10.30am to 12.30pm on
Friday 14th March.

Vitali Lazitski
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Housing society donates
to foodstore
Cadbury Heath

Merlin Housing Society has donated £250 of food and
supplies to help families in the Cadbury Heath area who
are affected by food poverty.
The foodstore based at Juice Community Project is the first of
its kind in South Gloucestershire and is run by the Bristol-based
Matthew Tree Project.

Community investment officer Kay Rose said: “We’re
committed to improving the communities we work in which is
why we were pleased to make this donation. We know that
times are tough for some people and that food poverty is a
growing issue.
“We provide advice to people on how to manage their money
and to make sure they’re claiming all the benefits they’re
entitled to. But we’re pleased to be a partner of the foodstore so
that we can help refer those in the greatest need to this great
new service.”

Juice director Janice Suffolk said: “Last year we had people
coming in and asking if there was a local foodbank because
they were struggling. We decided to find an organisation that
helps people suffering from food poverty and found the
Matthew Tree Project. We liked their idea that they try to solve
the long-term problem behind poverty.

Chairman of Oldland Parish Council Cllr Stuart Jay, Merlin Housing
Society Community Investment Officer Kay Rose, and Juice
Community Project Director Janice Suffolk.

“We’ve already got eight clients that we’re helping and so it’s
really important that we get donations from people and
organisations like Merlin. I am so grateful to Merlin Housing for
their very generous donation to the foodstore and for their
ongoing support for all the work we are doing here in Cadbury
Heath.”

Watchdog criticises police
The police watchdog has ruled that Avon & Somerset
Constabulary made mistakes in the way it dealt with the
case of a missing woman, who ended up killing herself on
Rodway Hill at Mangotsfield.
Louise Jones, 20, was found dead in March 2012. An inquest
into her death finished last Friday, 21st February, and returned
a narrative finding.

In a statement, Independent Police Complaints Commission
Associate Commissioner Guido Liguori said: “Errors made by
Avon & Somerset call handlers meant there was not an
immediate police response and an opportunity to start the
search for Louise sooner was lost.”

At 2.31am on 30th March 2012 West Mercia Police contacted
Avon & Somerset to request urgent inquiries to trace Miss
Jones, from Redditch, who was considered a high risk missing
person. West Mercia had information from an Automatic
Number Plate Recognition system that recorded her car as
being in the Bristol area two hours earlier. They also informed
Avon & Somerset that Louise had tried to kill herself on Rodway
Common the month before.
The call was graded by the initial call handler as requiring a
priority response, meaning that officers would be dispatched
within an hour.
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As well as providing food, the foodstore also offers financial and
health advice It is open every Thursday, by referral only.

At about 3.30am Miss Jones rang Avon & Somerset police and
said she intended to take her own life. The force then correctly
graded this incident as one that required an immediate
response and officers were dispatched within seven minutes.

The investigation found that the incident was incorrectly
categorised as a request from another force, rather than a high
risk missing person. The Avon & Somerset call handlers did not
record relevant information and failed to dispatch police officers
to the area it was thought Louise was in a timely manner.
The four members of civilian staff faced internal misconduct
proceedings, with two receiving words of advice. No further
action was taken in relation to the other two.

Community meeting

There will be a Safer Stronger Community Group meeting for
Downend, Bromley Heath & Emersons Green on Wednesday 5th
March at 7pm at Bromley Heath Junior School.
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Church marks 300th anniversary
Hanham

Hanham Baptist Church is this year celebrating 300 years
of being a place of worship.

The origins of the church go back to 1690 when a plot of land
was purchased in the High Street, on what is now the A431
main road from Bristol to Bath.

new entrance and cafe. Access for the disabled was improved,
as was the energy efficiency of the building.

During 2014 there will be various special events taking place
including on the weekend of 22nd and 23rd March when the
pastor Jeff Lucas, an international speaker, broadcaster, and
bestselling author, will be the church’s guest.

Staple Hill

Have your say on café
plan for Page Park
On this plot of land, once an orchard, a Baptist chapel was built.
Using local stone and timber, the building was completed in
1714 and was the first and only local place of worship until after
1739. However, Non-Conformists had been active in the area
as early as 1640.
The current church was built in 1972 on the site of the original
chapel and underwent a major refurbishment in 2012 with a

South Gloucestershire Council is developing plans to improve
Page Park with the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund and
hopes to apply for up to
£1.6m of funding towards
a £2m scheme to restore
and improve the park.
The council is working
closely with the Friends
of Page Park to develop
the improvements which
include a café with a
community room.

People are now being asked for their views about the proposed
café and community room and a survey can be found at
www.southglos.gov.uk/pagepark

People are asked if they think a café in the park would benefit
the community, the best location for it, how often they would use
it and what they would like to see sold there.
They are also being asked what they think of the idea of a
community room associated with the café.

The park was given to the people of Staple Hill in 1910 by
Alderman Arthur William Page.
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Rugby

Taekwando

Keynsham topple
league leaders

Keynsham first XV travelled to Gloucester and defeated league
leaders Matson RFC 8-11 in a pulsating game. Head coach Jason
Wheatley praised an "awesome performance by the whole squad".

The winning points were notched via a try from Ben ‘Milky’ Newman
and two penalties from Paul ‘Eddo’ Edson. With games in hand,
there is still a possibility of the team finishing in the top four at the
end of the season.

Medal success for
local Taekwando stars

All of the team from the Elite Chung Do Kwan Martial Arts
Academy in Staple Hill were among the medal winners at the
recent UK Chung Do Kwan British Taekwondo Championships
earlier this month.

If the rain relents the seconds and thirds will be at home next week
with the firsts visiting North Bristol RFC. But, whatever the weather,
the club will hold a quiz night in the clubhouse at 7pm on Saturday
1st March to raise badly needed funds. All are welcome – teams of
six maximum at a cost of £5 per head which includes food.

Kingswood Knights

All six Kingswood Knights teams were at home last week, braving
the mud! It was good to be playing again after all the bad weather.
All teams had great games with a mixed bag of results. Some
highlights were the U9s (Kingswood 60 v 55 St Mary's) when man
of the match was Max Baker.

And the U7s result was Kingswood 62 v 54 St Mary's. Man of the
match was Caspian Broome.

Football

A vital point for
Keynsham Town

Keynsham Town came back from Wincanton with a point last
weekend after a 1-1 draw and an entertaining match that neither
side deserved to lose.

It could not have been a worse start for the visitors however, going
behind after just five minutes. They drew level ten minutes later
when Liam 'Norm' Robson scored his first senior goal for
Keynsham.

Keynsham’s next fixture is a tough one when leaders Bradford Town
visit the AJN Stadium on Saturday 1st March (kick-off 3pm). Then
on Tuesday 4th March, they visit Devizes Town (kick-off 7.30pm).

The club will also be holding a race night on Saturday 29th March
after the home game against Warminster Town – contact Julian
French on 0781 460 9853 for details.
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The event, which was held at Keynsham's Leisure Centre,
attracted entrants from across the United Kingdom as well as
Germany, Poland, Jamaica and Argentina.

International and British champion, Ellis Riley, 23, won gold in the
men's heavyweight Olympic style full-contact sparring while
Kingswood plumber Damien Chaney cruised to gold in the senior
black belt Poomsae.
World bronze medallist Dean Turner, aged 12, won gold in the
junior boys' full-contact sparring, gold in the Junior Black Belt
Poomsae (Patterns) and silver in weapons demonstration forms.
Seven year old brother Sean won golds in each of the Pee Wee
boys' full contact sparring, semi-contact sparring and open fullcontact sparring as well as a silver medal in Poomsae.

Not to be outdone, mum Christina Turner won silver in the ladies'
semi-contact sparring.
Jazmin Brice, 11, won gold in the junior girls' full contact sparring,
while younger brother Ethan won silver in the boys' division.

First-time competitor Liam Meadon, nine, made short work of the
junior boys' (beginners) semi-contact sparring to take gold.
Six-year-old Marco Laport, the smallest competitor of the day, took
bronze in the Pee Wee boys' full-contact sparring.
Meanwhile brothers Gabriel and Leo Lee dominated the
intermediate boys' semi-contact black belt sparring against some
tough European champions, only to meet in the final, with Gabriel
just edging the win to take gold and Leo silver. Gabriel then won
silver in the boys' full-contact and silver in the open full-contact,
with Leo taking bronze.
Wellsway pupil Taylor Hardwick won silver in the junior boys' black
belt Poomsae (Patterns) and silver in the weapons demonstration
forms.

Members of the club have now been invited to participate in two
major international tournaments in the USA later in the year and
the club will also be taking part in another European competition
in London during March.
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