The Week in
FREE

East Bristol & North East Somerset
Issue no 304

23rd January 2014

Read by over 30,000 people every week
In this week’s issue ......
266 new homes for Keynsham . . . page 5
Barratt Homes submits K2 plan

Political row at Mangotsfield FC . . . page 8
Anti-fascist flags banned

New fight for Cossham Hospital . . . page 17
Minor injuries unit under threat

Taylor Wimpey wins Somerdale
concession over job creation
Taylor Wimpey has won a concession
from B&NES Council planners over
the Somerdale redevelopment which
could jeopardise plans to create
1,000 new jobs on the site of the
former Cadbury factory.
Last September the company was
granted outline planning permission for
a mixed use development of housing
and employment, as well as a school
and care centre. As we reported in last
week's issue, it returned to the council
with an application to vary one of the
conditions attached to that permission
in relation to former factory buildings B
and C.
Rather than refitting the office space
ready for occupation by any new tenant,
B&NES development control committee
decided at its monthly meeting last week
to allow Taylor Wimpey to replace the
external walls but only supply services
to the edge of the buildings until such
time as an occupier had been identified.
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The committee also agreed
that if no tenant for the office
space could be found within
five years, Taylor Wimpey
will instead make a financial
contribution
towards
'delivery of employment off
site' and propose an
alternative use for the
buildings and land.

Speaking during the debate,
Keynsham North councillor
Charles Gerrish urged the
committee to add a stipulation that any
alternative employment should be
provided within Keynsham, but this was
ignored.On the same day as the
committee heard the original planning
application last September, Taylor
Wimpey announced that it had two
major firms on the point of signing up to
move into Somerdale, creating up to 650
jobs.
Graham Donald, business risk director

for drinks firm Matthew Clark, told
members that his company's relocation
plans from Whitchurch were urgent and
any delay would rule Somerdale out of
the equation.

Four months on, Mr Donald told The
Week In that a move to Somerdale had
not been ruled out. "No decision has
been made as yet," he said. "Keynsham
is still under consideration as one of the
possible sites."
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Warmley

Troubled Grange School recommended for closure
The troubled Grange School & Sports College in
Warmley looks likely to close in two years, putting
100 staff out of work.
But a new Government-funded Studio School – catering for 14to 19-year-olds and combining academic studies and workbased training, could be built on the site.

The Grange was put into special measures after a damning
report by Ofsted last spring and the Cabot Learning Federation
(which runs the nearby King’s Oak Academy and John Cabot
Academy in Kingswood) was sent in run it on an interim basis
while talks were held with the Department for Education about
it becoming an academy.
But the DfE have indicated that in view of the capital and
revenue issues – the Grange is in a poor condition and needs
almost £10.5million spent on it – they would not be in a position
to recommend an academy solution to ministers as the
evidence suggests the school is not sustainable and should
close.

The uncertainty has taken its toll on would-be students and the
number of parents expressing a preference for a place at the
school for this coming September is very low, with fewer than
10 putting it as their first choice.

South Gloucestershire Council’s Children & Young People
Committee was due to consider the report at its meeting on
Wednesday 22nd January. The recommendation was that the
authority consults parents on the proposed closure of the
school to new admissions on 31st August, 2015 and the closure
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of the school to all pupils on 31st August, 2016. You can read
what happened on the website: www.theweekin.co.uk
There are approximately 100
employees at the school in
full or part -time teaching and
support staff positions at
present and the report states:
“In the event of the school’s
closure it is expected that
there will be a substantial
number
of
staff
redundancies.”

Also recommended is that a
bid is made to the
Department for Education to
open a Studio School on the
site and that consideration is
given to relocating South
Gloucestershire’s Education
Other Than At School
(EOTAS) service, as well as expanding Warmley Park Special
School, which shares the campus.

If the Department for Education approves a Studio School, it
would provide the capital funding. It would be the council’s
intention to offer places in the initial years to current Grange
students. This would mean that current Year 7 and 8 students
would be able to complete their education at the site.
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Kingswood woman who died
at Croyde Bay is named

The funeral has taken place of the Kingswood woman who died
after being swept out to sea at Croyde Bay on New Year’s Eve.
Rebecca Curtis-Small, who was 42, leaves a husband, Simon, and son,
Louis. Her funeral service was held at Westerleigh Crematorium last
Friday. Her family requested donations to the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution and Coastguard Association.

An inquest has been opened and adjourned by the coroner in Exeter, Dr
Elizabeth Earland. Devon & Cornwall police say Mrs Curtis-Small’s
death was not suspicious and that they are preparing an evidence file
for the coroner.
It is believed that Mrs Curtis-Small was on holiday with her family and
had been bodyboarding at the time of the tragedy. The coastguard was
called around 11.25am on 31st December after a report that she had
been swept out to sea. She was located at around 1pm after a search
by a helicopter and lifeboat crews.
She was airlifted to North Devon District Hospital where attempts to
revive her were unsuccessful.
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Six weeks of
roadworks begin
Keynsham

Work to renew gas mains in Keynsham High Street began this
week and is scheduled to last six weeks.

The High Street has been made one-way (towards Bristol) for
the duration of the
work with traffic being
diverted
around
Ashton Way. Bus
services have been
temporarily relocated.
Passengers using the
42, 507 and 533 can
catch
them
from
Ashton Way and
those wanting to catch
the A4, 178, 339 and
665 can catch them
from opposite St
John's.
Temporary
traffic
lights have been
installed at the zebra
crossings at Charlton
Road and Rock Road.

See also Letters page 12
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Planning application is lodged for K2A
Keynsham

Barratt Homes has now submitted its planning
application to B&NES Council for the second part of
the K2 housing scheme. Last month, we reported that
the house builder had reached a deal to purchase the
land off Charlton Road for an estimated £12.4million.

Public consultation has just opened and the deadline for
responses is 13th February. The application reference is
14/00049/FUL.

After a series of consultations over the last year, the plan is now
to build 266 homes ranging from one-bedroom flats to fivebedroom detached houses; 93 of those homes will be deemed
'affordable' (for rent or assisted purchase) across all
accommodation types except the five-bedroom detached.
Access, both during construction and after completion, will be
via a new roundabout on Charlton Road and the scheme also
includes a large community open space and play area which will
replace the current play park at Holmoak Road.

The Week in • Thursday 23rd January 2014

5

Hostile reaction to Government deal on fracking
Last week's announcement by the Prime Minister that
local councils can keep 100% of business rates from
shale gas wells in their area, has not been welcomed
locally.

With the possibility of up to 40% of Britain's land mass being opened
up for exploration in the coming years - including a scheme at
Keynsham - the Government
sees a potential source of
cheap and secure energy,
which could create over
70,000 new jobs.
However,
the
hydraulic
fracturing process to extract
gas from coal seams is
believed by many to be unsafe, with the potential to pollute
underground water supplies.

Potential for damage

Reacting to the Government announcement, Bath & North East
Somerset Council leader Cllr Paul Crossley said: “Whilst the council
is yet to assess the full detail of the Government’s proposal, our
prime concern remains retaining the integrity of the natural hot
springs. We have obtained the very best expert advice on this matter
and there is little to suggest otherwise than there is a potential for
damage to the deep water sources that supply the springs in Bath.
"The process of fracking in the region could result in the water
courses leading to the natural hot springs being contaminated from
this process, or for the waters to adopt a different direction of travel

through new fractures in the
underlying rocks. In short, we
would not take any short-term
business rate gain at the
expense of the springs.

“The
springs
are
a
fundamental and unique
element of Bath’s heritage; as
a signatory to the 1971 UNESCO
UK Government has committed
present and transmit’ such places
that the Government will continue
this.”

World Heritage Convention, the
to ‘identify, protect, conserve,
to future generations. We trust
retain its overall commitment to

Bribes

Frack Free Somerset, the organisation campaigning against fracking
in the county, said: "At a time of austerity, this is a very cynical move
by the Government, when councils up and down the country are
facing all kinds of budgetary cuts. However, it appears tantamount to
bribery and indicates just how desperate ministers are to push
through this deeply controversial technology.”
Molly Scott Cato, from the South West Green Party, said: “However
much money is offered, the facts are clear fracking won't bring down energy prices,
produce many jobs or solve our energy
crisis.”

North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg
has long been in favour of principle of
fracking. In one of the regular articles he
writes for the Daily Telegraph, he claimed at
the end of last year: “Modern politicians know that their constituents
will suffer this winter and some may die because they cannot afford
fuel. This can be stopped by ending the environmentalist obsession
and delivering cheap energy.”
Not surprisingly, Todd Foreman, his Labour
opponent at next year's election, doesn't
agree: “I applaud Bath & North East
Somerset Council for taking a clear crossparty stance against fracking; a process
that is recognised across the council as
posing risks to the local community,” he
said.

"The positive action by all parties on the council is in stark contrast
to Jacob Rees-Mogg who has advocated this means of energy
sourcing at the expense of representing the best interests of his
constituency."
A planning application to sink a experimental well at Hicks Gate,
close to the A4, was submitted in 2012 but withdrawn last year.
However, UK Methane, the company which holds the exploration
licence for the site, has vowed to return with a new application.

Local history talk

Fishponds Local History Society’s next meeting is Friday 7th
February when the subject will be The Great Houses of the
Gordano Valley, with Sandy Tebbett.
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Meetings start at 7.30pm at the Beechwood Club in Beechwood
Road. Visitors are welcome at £2 per lecture.
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Cadbury Heath

MP calls for quick
decision on takeaway
opening hours

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has thrown his weight behind
local councillors and residents over the opening hours at the
First Choice Takeaway on Heath Rise. He has written to the
Minister for Communities and Housing, Eric Pickles, urging him
to issue a swift rejection of the appeal currently pending.

Since receiving planning permission to turn the former
launderette premises into a hot food takeaway, the owners
applied to extend the opening hours beyond those granted.
Following the refusal, they have lodged an appeal with the
Planning Inspectorate. Last year, South Gloucestershire Council
issued a breach of conditions notice on the business for staying
open beyond its agreed hours.

Chris Skidmore with Tony Olpin (l) and Nick Barrett (r)

Whitchurch

Travellers' site gets
permanent permission

A travellers' site on Woollard Lane which previously had
temporary planning permission, was granted permanent
approval by B&NES Council's development control committee
last week.

The site, which lies in the Green Belt and houses a mobile home
and a caravan, was granted temporary consent for five years in
2010. Since then there have been developments both in the
council's emerging policy to create more than 30 permanent and
transit sites in the district for travellers and gypsies and the
family living at Woollard Lane, who had twins last year.

Fishponds

1980s club night

A 1980s club night to raise money for the annual FishFest
community festival is being held this Saturday 25th January, at
All Saints Community Hall from 8pm to 11pm.

Tickets are £4 on the door. It is a BYO event and fancy dress is
optional.
The Week in • Thursday 23rd January 2014
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Mangotsfield United
Mangotsfield United Football Club have banned the
use of smoke bombs and political banners at their
Cossham Street ground after complaints about antifascist supporters.
The Southern League club issued two statements last week
– one announcing the new regulations and then another a
day later, distancing the directors from political comments
and political parties following discussion on social media
sites, including Twitter.

The anti-fascist supporters who attend the Mangos’ games
call themselves the Inter Village Firm (IVF). They have come
under fire from a far-right protest group called Casuals Unite
who have a blog on their website saying the IVF “terrorise
little grounds with stickers and smoke bombs”.

The football club’s first statement, on 12th January, said:

“The club received six separate complaints in December
regarding smoke bombs and political orientated banners
being displayed at the ground.

“Following these complaints there was a dialogue between
the club and the FA. As a result of the discussions, the
ground regulations have been updated to include best
practice guidance as recommended by the FA.

“The new regulation reads as follows: In accordance with the
FA’s best practice guide, the use of flares or smoke bombs
at the ground are not permitted. Also the displaying of
banners, posters or stickers that are of a political nature is
not permitted at the ground.”

Another statement followed the next day: “Following
yesterday’s statement about the updated ground regulations,
the directors are aware of numerous social media postings.
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“We can confirm that Mangotsfield United are a family run
football and social club. No director of the club appreciates
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Football Club rocked by political row
the airing of political views directly or indirectly linked to the
club. We do not wish to be associated in any way to any type
of political comment or political party.”
Writing on their website, the IVF said they were “extremely
disappointed” by the decision to ban pyrotechnics and flags
of a political nature at the ground but “not overly surprised”.
They said: “It’s a shame that those who felt the need to
complain did not go to the supporters in question or the club
before heading to the powers above. It’s no surprise that the
Football Association has leaned on the club in this way,

shall cease using them at home games”.

They added: “If the FA feels that political banners posters
and flags have no place in football, it will be interesting to
see what comes of the Kick It Out, Show Racism the Red
Card and the Justin Campaign’s stand.

“This is an Association that does allow the advertisement of
betting, alcohol, payday lending companies and rather
bizarrely at Yate Town, a local MP. Again, however, we
respect the wishes of the club and shall not use political
banners, posters or stickers at home games.”
There have been lots of remarks on Twitter about the
situation at Mangotsfield. One person commented: “The FA
want to kick out racism but pull Mangos up on their antifascist flags! Bonkers.”

leaving Mangotsfield United between a rock and a hard
place.”

The IVF said they understood that in the “current footballing
climate, pyrotechnics can be deemed dangerous and we
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Another said: “Football has come so far to tackle racism in
the game. Baffled to see @FA contradicting this.”
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Would you buy a house
here?

Dear Stephen,
Building work is set to begin on the
Cadbury site at any time. There are
expected to be 700 homes, a school,
residential home and retail and
commercial units.
With planning
permission unanimously given by Bath &
North East Council on a sunny warm day
last September, Taylor Wimpey were
given the go-ahead to build, over the
next 10 years, hundreds of (floating
homes) for hardworking residents.
With rain over the last week causing
more and more flooding it has been with
some interest I have noticed Keynsham
not being mentioned on local weather
reports. I wonder why that is? The
corridor from Bath to Hanham along the
Avon has been mentioned but not
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Keynsham in particular, although
flooding has been every bit as bad as at
any time over the last few years.
Recently it was noticeable how many
members of the public were on the
bridge close to the Lock Keeper pub at
Keynsham with cameras and videos,
recording the amazing scenes at the
Cadbury site area. It would have been a
good idea if the full B&NES Council had
been rounded up and forced to witness
the swollen river and flooding that was
happening on the site and surrounding
location.
At present most of Keynsham is kept
safe from the yearly floods, however, it
would seem obvious that with hundreds
of homes, and other schemes presented
by Taylor Wimpey which involve
concreting over such a mass of land,
flooding will be even more prevalent and
water could be displaced to homes that
at present are safe.
As a Keynsham resident for seven
years, I recently was offered a chance to

lower my home insurance premiums with
a local bank. As most people would, I
was tempted by the offer and gave my
home details and post code. The bank
employee inputted these details to the
website
concerned
and
rather
embarrassed, told me that my postal
code meant I was too close to water for
them
to
grant
me
insurance.
Consequently I have stayed with my
previous insurer.
The question,
however, does arise as to whether
potential home owners on the Cadbury
site will be able to gain insurance at all.
It would seem that insurance for them
could be prohibitive which, in turn would
mean they could not secure a mortgage.
Where then would that leave Taylor
Wimpey
and
their
riverside
development?
Name & address supplied

Unfair comment

Dear Sir,
In reply to a letter from M. O'Regan
(Issue 302), I think it is most unfair to say
Rodway ward councillor Michael Bell is
only seen at election time.
When he was elected, I contacted him
and reported on conditions regarding
problems in our area which I have been
bringing to South Gloucestershire
Council's attention for the last seven
years. Not only did Mr Bell sort the
problems for me, he enlightened me on
getting involved and finding meetings for
me to attend on the way things are
planned, etc.
He has been a great asset to the
neighbourhood, which is more than I can
say about other councillors and the local
MP, who I have contacted on several
occasions - all to no avail.
B Venn
Kingswood
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Letters

Back to the workhouse or
food banks?

Dear Sir,
I note M O'Regan (Issue 302) continues
to swallow Tory propaganda, despite
their having been in office for nearly four
years and still trying to blame the
previous administration. He makes no
mention of the financial institutions
mainly responsible with their frankly
dishonest dealings.
I note he's even having a go at charities
on which the Coalition is relying as they
drive down services and wages to the
level of the Third World. Surely even he
must be aware of the spurious claims by
Treasury ministers, etc to have reduced
the debt whilst borrowing even more
money than any previous administration.
They are currently printing money,
holding down interest rates and relying
upon inflation to get them out of a hole.
One ray of sunshine, with Jaguar and
Land Rover doing so well, 'tis a pity all
the profits go abroad! To finish, I hesitate
to mention that our nuclear power
stations are owned by the French and
Chinese!
As Laurel & Hardy would say: "This is
another fine mess you've gotten us into."
Derek Hodges
Keynsham

Jo is respected by many

Dear Editor,
Councillor Christine Price's letter (Issue
300) concerning the selection of Jo
McCarron as the Parliamentary
candidate
for
the
Kingswood
constituency was both inept and smallminded.
I have known Jo and her family for some
25 years when they lived in Hanham. I
have watched her enthusiasm and
commitment with voluntary community
work when she has fought tirelessly to
stand up for people and generously
given a voice to those who have been
unable to speak for themselves.
She has been credited for her nonpolitical community work, not only by the
local press but by councillors of
opposition parties. It is not surprising
therefore that local Conservatives are
becoming twitchy about her being

selected to challenge their sitting MP
since her commitment to the man,
woman or child in the street is respected
by many.
Cllr Price's impetuous letter claimed Jo
is not committed to Kingswood because
she had previously stood for selection in
other seats and if Cllr Price is intent on
making such shallow attacks, she should
do her homework about the nature of
selections. The Prime Minister, David
Cameron, himself went for numerous
selections, as did two of our
neighbouring MPs - Jacob Rees-Mogg
for North East Somerset and Jack
Lopresti in Filton & Bradley Stoke.
By Cllr Price's reckoning, these
Conservative
politicians
are
all
uncommitted to their seats!
I would urge readers not to vote for an
MP judging the candidates by petty
methods but instead, upon their political
actions. On that note, they should also
bear in mind that the current
Conservative MP has voted for a rise in
VAT, voted against a freeze on energy
prices and voted for a tax cut for
millionaires - all of which have seen
ordinary families across Kingswood
worse off.
Pip Walker, Hanham

Car park fall

Dear Stephen,
I would like use The Week In to express
my gratitude to the kind ladies,
gentlemen and paramedic who gave me
assistance when I fell in the Keynsham
Tesco car park shortly after 6pm on
Saturday 4th January.
I'm delighted to report a full recovery has
been achieved but I'm perplexed as to
how I managed to sustain a very black
eye but practically no abrasions, so if
any of my saviours could advise, did I
simply fall/slip or might I have been the
recipient of a happy slapping event? I
would
be
intrigued
to
gain
enlightenment.
Many thanks.
Martyn Wiltshire
(Please contact The Week In who will
pass on messages)

Fuelling the fossil debate

Dear Sir,
Following my letter and the council
response regarding the stone cladding
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on Keynsham's new Civic Centre,
B&NES is right the blue lias cladding will
lighten a little, but the stone will still
remain sharp, angular, ugly, in a dark
mortar and utterly out of keeping.
Keynsham’s blue lias walling has a
mellow character, with rounded corners
and convex powdery cream coloured
surfaces, weathered below ground over
millennia, rather than decades; a surface
‘patina’ of lichens etc, developed over
centuries at the surface.
The lack of appreciation of geology
seems only matched by inability to
understand good taste and aesthetics.
Like mature trees, which take centuries
to grow into majestic form, quality simply
cannot be reproduced at whim.
On a positive note - given that
Keynsham
and
ammonites
are
inextricably linked, any sculpture for the
regeneration really ought to feature this
iconic fossil. Whilst I absolutely abhor
wind turbines (mainly because they are
pointless and set to ruin every un-spoilt
view of our beautiful country) the gale
which is sure to howl down Rock Road
and whistle through the venturi slot
opposite seems a perfect industrial
setting for one. I propose a vertical axis
wind turbine whose curving blades trace
the outline of one or more ammonitic
spirals - a bit like a child’s windmill on a
stick; every bit as futile but at least not
spoiling some rural view.
Richard Arthur
Geologist
Burnett

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest. We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced. Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,

e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Letters

'Taylor Wimpey town'

Dear Stephen,
Perhaps it would be easier if we had a
name change from Keynsham to Taylor
Wimpey Town as they seem to be able to
control every part of their systematic
alteration of my home town, even to the
extent that when they sat 'jump', our
pathetic local planners ask, how high?
I cannot recall one change to the planning
permission that has gone against them.
The latest, to scale back or even dump the
employment space at Somerdale, for me
is more proof that from day one they had
no intention of delivering what they
promised and those in power in B&NES
just lie down and let this ruthless
developer walk all over them.
The Keynsham that has been my home
for nearly 50 years is no more and I can
only weep at its passing.
On a separate subject, I would like to add
to Mr Arthur's excellent letter and ask if
anybody else has noticed that when the
sun is shining in the afternoon when
driving down Rock Road, you are looking

at a expanse of glass that is reflecting
very bright light into your eyes.
Graham Payne
Keynsham

Keynsham High Street oneway flow direction

Dear Sir,
Please can B&NES Council explain why
the temporary one-way traffic on
Keynsham High Street is flowing from the
Bath to Bristol direction when this results
in the two streams of traffic having to
cross each other twice, once at each end
of the High Street.
If the one-way flow was from the Bristol to
Bath direction, then there would be no
need for the traffic to cross each other at
all and it would all flow much easier. This
morning the traffic heading towards Bath
was queued back to the Kwik Fit garage
on Ashton Way and progressing very
slowly. There may be a technical reason
for this direction of flow, perhaps B&NES
could reply with the explanation?
Matt Graham, Keynsham
Editor's note: We understand from
B&NES Council that bus services
terminating in Ashton Way would be
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Across
1 Misbehaves (4,2)

Dear Editor,
Over a month ago, 12th December, you
published an article about MP Chris
Skidmore asking Tesco to allow parking
on its yet undeveloped site in Hanham to
ease the lack of off-street parking. Mr
Skidmore told you he was expecting a
reply from Tesco before Christmas.
I have asked Mr Skidmore if he has had a
reply but he apparently has not. It is a
shame that he has not told us himself and what he plans to do next? What do
we think of an MP that is satisfied with
having asked the question that got no
response?
So Tesco ignores our Member of
Parliament as it has apparently ignored
requests from local council members.
What do we think of a business that will
not engage with the community that it
wants to do business with?
Robin Champion
Hanham
Editor's note: We have also contacted Mr
Skidmore about this issue and will update
readers when we hear from him

1 Misbehaves (4,2)
5 Kept secret (4-4)
9 The marine world (8)
10 Start again (6)
11 Implausible (10)
12 Mathematical straight line (4)
13 Killer (8)
16 Glance or a short visit (4-2)
17 Storage tank for hot water (6)
19 Male singing voice (8)
21 Birds' home (4)
22 High energy from outer space (6,4)
25 Biological word for a group of species (6)
26 Road leading to a house (8)
27 Frequently (8)
28 Playing on computers (6)

DOWN
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Parking in Hanham

ACROSS

Crossword
1

severely disrupted if the traffic flow was
reversed.

Down

2 Line dance? (5)
3 Large bundle (5)
4 Former currency of Spain (7)
5 Uncivilized person (7)
6 Public incident or outcry (7)
7 In the vicinity (9)
8 Belief but no proof (9)
14 Not able to hear (5-4)
15 Parcel of land for growing vegetables (9)
18 Bring back (7)
19 In addition to (7)
20 Metal fence (7)
23 Mucus discharge from the eye or nose (5)
24 To want badly (5)
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2 Line dance? (5)

20mph speed limit rolled out
to other parts of city after
success in East Bristol

A 20mph speed limit has been introduced this week in other
parts of Bristol after the success of the pilot scheme in East
Bristol.
Final notice for a Speed Limit Order to make roads in Cabot,
Cotham, Clifton, Clifton East, Bishopston and Redland 20mph
has been published by the city council.

After considering objections and comments the Speed Limit
Order was made with
one minor modification
and came into operation
on
Monday
(20th
January).

The central zone is the
first of six phases of a
city-wide programme,
following two pilots,
designed
to
make
streets
safer
and
improve quality of life
for local communities.

All the 20mph schemes
are proposed to be
implemented on a
rolling basis, subject to
local consultation, and
should be complete by March of next year.

Wick

Rose & Crown pub
fundraising festivities

The Rose & Crown pub in Wick raised £1,420 for the Ovacome
charity with a Hogmanay Hootenanny night on New Year's Eve.
The Scottish themed night saw guests don kilts and tartan to
play party games such as 'bounce the haggis'. Guests also
enjoyed a prize draw before the midnight sparkler ceremony to
see in the New Year.

The Ovacome charity works to offer advice and support to
women affected by ovarian cancer, and provides a nurse-run
telephone service to answer any difficult questions or ease any
anxieties of people affected.

Look out for more fundraising events happening at the Rose &
Crown this year.

Mayor of Bristol George Ferguson said: “The pilot areas in
Bedminster and East Bristol have shown that reduced speed
limits can and do improve pedestrian and cycle safety, reduce
the negative impact of anti-social speeding to our communities
and support people to become more active, through increased
cycling and walking.”

Bill Nicholas,
100 years young

This week saw the landmark birthday of one of Brislington’s
most long-standing trade union members, Bill Nicholas.
Bill also celebrated his 85th year of membership with the Union
of Shop, Distributive and Allied Workers (Usdaw). Having spent
his early years working in the Co-op dairy department in Whitby
Road, and delivering milk to the local area, Bill went to war
driving tanks in North Africa for six years.

Having spent his life working with the Co-operative collecting
and delivering milk, a room in the Brislington branch has been
named after him in recognition of his long service and
unfaltering hard work.
Bill, who lives in Broomhill, celebrated his 100th birthday last
week by inviting 100 friends to a party at the Arnos Vale Hotel.
The Week in • Thursday 23rd January 2014
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HEALTH AND FITNESS

How to get fit and healthy in 2014
If your New Year’s resolution was to get fitter, have
you actually started yet?
That can be the hardest step and let’s face it, the
recent spate of wet weather hasn’t helped.

Get motivated by treating yourself to some new sports kit or
trainers, creating a playlist of tunes that will get you moving, or
buying a fitness DVD.

The key to improving your health and fitness is doing something
you enjoy and that fits into your lifestyle. If you don’t, you’re far
less likely to stick to it. Perhaps setting a goal, such as working
towards a fun run or half-marathon, is the motivation you need,
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or shedding some pounds to reach a target weight before you go
on holiday?

We are lucky to have some great gyms, sports clubs and
swimming pools in our area, and a wide choice of fitness and
dance classes, so you’re bound to find something you like and
be with people who can help keep you motivated.
This February Bath and North East Somerset Council and their
partners are running a wide-ranging programme to help people
to be healthy and active, including you. 28 days to get Fabulous.

Aquaterra are offering a range of free exercise classes, pool and
gym sessions every day of February as part of Bath and North
East Somerset Council’s ‘Fabruary - Feel Fabulous in February’
campaign.
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Local residents will have the
opportunity to access a free
exercise class each day of the
month at one of Aquaterra’s five
leisure centres - including
Keynsham - as well as free gym
usage across all B&NES
Aquaterra sites for the weekend
of Saturday 22nd and Sunday
23rd February, and four free
one-hour lane swim sessions at each pool.
Jason Curtis, from Aquaterra said: “Aquaterra offers something
for every ability, so February’s ‘Feel Fabulous’ campaign is the
perfect opportunity for the whole community to participate and
kick start 2014 feeling fit and healthy.”

exercise. A balanced diet is an important part of maintaining
good health and can help you feel your best. In simple terms,
starchy foods (potatoes, cereals, pasta, rice and bread) should
make up around a third of the foods we eat. Choose wholegrain
varieties and eat potatoes with their skins on when you can as
they contain more fibre and can make you feel full for longer.

Eat lots of fruit and veg, eat more fish, cut down on saturated fat
and sugar, eat less salt and don’t get thirsty. We need to drink
about 1.2 litres of fluid a day to prevent dehydration.
If you haven't exercised for some time and you have health
concerns, you may want to talk to your doctor before starting any
new routine.

“Why not try something new? From aqua aerobics, Zumba, body
conditioning to burlesque
fitness and more, we’ve put
together a great timetable of
free exercise classes to ensure
everyone can get involved."

One of the easiest ways to get
more active, lose weight and
become healthier is walking.
Try to fit walking into your daily
routine by ditching the car for short journeys, walking all or part
of your journey to work, getting off the bus or train one stop early
and planning longer walks at the weekends.
Get a pedometer and aim to walk 10,000 steps a day, which can
burn up to 400 calories. Most of us walk between 3,000 and
4,000 steps a day anyway, so reaching 10,000 isn't too daunting.
Cycling is another easy ways to fit exercise into your daily routine
as it’s also a form of transport. It's easier on your joints than
running or other high-impact aerobic activities but it still helps
you get into shape. For example, someone who weighs 12st 9lb
will burn over 650 calories with an hour’s riding, and tone their
legs and bum too.

Research shows that physical activity can boost self-esteem,
mood, sleep quality and energy, as well as reducing the risk of
stress and depression.
And remember that healthy eating goes hand in hand with

The Week in • Thursday 23rd January 2014

15

Situations Vacant

Almost 400 job-seekers apply to
work at new Waitrose in Keynsham
Waitrose has received 389 job applications from
people keen to work at its new store that's opening in
Keynsham in March.
The roles were advertised for the first time on 20th December
and the window was closed on 12th January following an
overwhelming response.
The supermarket chain has been looking for full-time and parttime staff to cover a variety of departments in the new store – the
site of the current Co-op at Broadmead Lane.

the calibre of applications we’ve received. We are grateful that
so many people are eager to work for our business, and look
forward to a successful future at the Keynsham store.”

The Co-op is trading as normal until 27th February. The store
will then close and it will take an estimated three weeks to
convert it to a Waitrose.

Waitrose will now go through the applications before inviting
candidates to local interviews in early February when more than
100 roles will be allocated. Applicants include local unemployed
people and candidates put forward by Jobcentre Plus and
council initiative resources. Local training and recruitment
company N-Gaged has also been helping Waitrose to recruit
staff.
Nigel Keen, Waitrose’s director of development, said: "We have
had a phenomenal response and we are really encouraged by

Computer support
volunteers wanted

Emersons Green Library is
looking for volunteers to assist
the public who use its computers.
The library volunteers share
basic computer skills with people
who have little or no knowledge
of how to use IT. This can help
older people keep in touch with
relatives and give people access
to the information they need to
succeed.

If you think you might be
interested get in touch with the
library on 01454 868006 or
emersonsgreen.library@southglo
s.gov.uk
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MP Kerry McCarthy
in charity trek

Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy is preparing to trek
through the desert in Jordan in aid of a cause dear to
her heart.
Pledges have been pouring in and she is well on her way to
reaching her £2,500 fundraising target for the Cystic Fibrosis
Trust, with 60 pledges.

The Labour MP said: “On
Christmas Eve 2004 my
niece Maisie, who was
then only a month old, was
taken into hospital. On
December 29th, the day
after her mum's birthday
and the day before her
dad's, she was diagnosed
with cystic fibrosis.

“She's currently doing fine,
although she has to have
daily physio and take pills
Kerry McCarthy
before she eats anything,
to help her digestion. Thankfully she hasn't been hospitalised
again with her CF, although she also has another disability
which means that she sometimes has to use a wheelchair. She
loves horse-riding and animals and her favourite lesson at
school is PE.

“Sadly it's inevitable that Maisie's condition will get worse over
time, and she may need a heart/ lung transplant in her early 20s.
You can see on the CF Trust website - www.cysticfibrosis.org.uk
- what they are doing to try to find a cure, and to care for and
support those with the condition.

Maisie

“They do great work, and I think it's time I repaid them by doing
something to raise money for them, so I'm joining them on a trek
through the desert in Jordan in February.”
To sponsor Ms McCarthy visit

www.justgiving.com/Kerry-McCarthy.
The Week in • Thursday 23rd January 2014
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MP's fury as health chiefs plan
minor injuries unit at Cossham
A new rally cry has gone out to save Cossham
Hospital's promised minor injuries unit.
When local people won their long fight to save the hospital in
Kingswood from closure in 2009, they were told the refurbished
facilities would include a minor injuries unit.
The community hospital in Lodge Road underwent a £19m
refurbishment and reopened a year ago, providing the area’s
only stand-alone midwife-led birth centre, as well as a renal
dialysis unit, X-ray and scanning department, physiotherapy
and outpatient appointments.

Now the NHS in South Gloucestershire is thinking about using
the accommodation set aside for the minor injuries unit as the
base for a rapid assessment service for frail, elderly patients
from May. They say Cossham is ideally suited given the health
needs of the local population.

A report about Cossham’s future was going to South
Gloucestershire Council’s Public Health and Health Scrutiny
Committee on Wednesday (22nd) morning and campaigners
who fought to save the hospital were urging people from the
district to turn up at the meeting at Kingswood Civic Centre and
show the local strength of feeling about the need for a minor
injuries unit.
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Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, an ardent supporter of the
hospital, told The Week In that he was writing a letter of support
to be read out at the meeting.
"As a local man I know how important Cossham is for our local
community. The newly refurbished hospital looks fantastic and
after years of uncertainty, when it seemed Cossham was set to
close, just proves how important the local community and the
Save Cossham Campaign was in keeping it open.
"But we were promised a minor injuries unit at Cossham and
local health managers need to deliver on their promises. Given
that Frenchay Hospital A&E is set to close in May, it is vital that
we get the facilities we deserve at Cossham. I will be full square
behind the local community and will be working hard at every
level to make sure we get the health facilities we deserve."
Health chiefs say that experience nationally and locally has
been that minor injuries services do not necessarily result in a
proportionate reduction in attendances at hospital Emergency
Departments.

A recent analysis of the Yate Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) showed
attendances from the Yate area at local Emergency
Departments had not reduced following the opening of the
service there. The analysis also confirmed that a proportion of
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U-turn over

Urgent appeal to save Dyrham
Park from the elements

A £500,000 fundraising appeal has been launched to
carry out vital conservation work at Dyrham Park
mansion which the National Trust says is under
“serious threat”.
Conservationists say that Dyrham’s roof and walls are starting
to deteriorate, putting precious collections at risk.

MIU attendances were for minor illnesses which could have
been managed in primary care.

The report says: “The implication from this is that a minor
injuries service at Cossham Hospital may not result in a
reduction in activity at hospital Emergency Departments and
may lead to duplication of primary care services.”
Minor Injuries Units treat cases such as arm, lower leg and foot
injuries, including broken bones, minor head injuries, minor
burns and scalds, cuts, sprains and strains and bites,

They do not treat more serious cases, such as chest pain,
respiratory problems and abdominal pain, nor do they treat
minor illnesses such as a sore throat or temperature when
people should be contacting their GP.

Their immediate priority is to make the building watertight by
repairing the roof and upper walls. The lead from the roof, which
was last repaired in the late 1800s, will be taken off, melted
down and recycled so it can be laid back on the roof. This will
make it more resilient and should last another 150 years.

The National Trust, which has already found £3m for the project,
is also planning repairs to the west front balcony and to the
Orangery where saturation of the stone has led to decay. They
will also be installing lightning protection and capping and
venting the chimneys to stop rain and birds coming in.
The old oil boiler will be replaced with a new biomass wood chip
one, which will be stored in a separate building and will run a
conservation heating system to regulate the temperature and
humidity within the main house to create the right environment
for the collection of artwork and tapestries. The house will then
be much more energy efficient – it currently uses four per cent
of the National Trust’s entire oil usage.
To donate to the appeal visit nationaltrust.org.uk/dyrham

Love Page Park
Staple Hill

The Friends of Page Park are organising a big community event
in the summer which they hope will raise much-needed funds
towards their Heritage Lottery Project.

Love Page Park will take place on Saturday 19th July from
10.30am to 6pm.

In June 2013, Page Park was awarded a Stage 1 pass for
Heritage Lottery funding to restore the park and its facilities.
South Gloucestershire Council and the Friends are now working
through the next stage which they will submit next year. If
successful at the Heritage Lottery Fund will release £1.6 million.
The Friends are currently focusing their fundraising on the
restoration of the clocktower and chiming clock.
The Week in • Thursday 23rd January 2014
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Kingswood

Girl injured by armed
robber as he fled shop

An armed robber threatened a Tesco Express worker
and injured a child as he fled from the store in
Kingswood.
The incident happened at 5.25pm on Tuesday 14th January
when a member of staff at the Tesco Express in Westons Way
saw a man hiding toiletries in the lining of his coat.
He challenged him, at which point the suspect pulled out a knife
before running out the door. As he was leaving, he barged past
a woman with a child and a pram, injuring the child who hit her
head on a stand.

Whitchurch

Animal Friends
Insurance donates
£20,000 to HorseWorld

Animal Friends Insurance, one of the UK’s largest pet insurers,
has made a £15,000 donation to HorseWorld.

Animal Friends have not only given the charity £15,000, they
have in total given away a remarkable £70,000 donation to
animal charities across the UK and internationally to ensure that
the world’s less fortunate animals were not forgotten over the
Christmas period.
This was a new concept brought in by managing director Elaine
Fairfax in the hope that the donations would assist with not just
the immediate care of many rescued animals but also the longterm rehabilitation.
HorseWorld will use the money to construct an all-weather
turnout facility.

CCTV inquiries have identified someone who police believe
might have information about the incident.

This person, or anyone who recognises him, should contact
Avon & Somerset Police on 101 and quote 4767/14.
Alternatively, phone Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.

School’s 50th anniversary

Longwell Green Primary School is 50 years old this year and is
celebrating by holding some special events, including creating a
time capsule.

The first event will be a school history show on 14th March.
Former staff and governors will be invited to return to school on
24th April and former pupils will be welcomed back on 22nd
May.
A memories board is being created by past pupils who are now
parents of children at the school, and a sponsored walk around
the community is planned for 6th June.

As part of the celebrations the school plans to create a 'legacy'
for the children in the playground and the school council will help
to lead this.

Meanwhile a new school logo has been being designed. There
was a competition among pupils and the winning design was
created by Millie, from B4.

Downend Horticultural Society

The Downend Horticultural Society will be meeting on 13th
February at the Assembly Hall on Salisbury Road, Downend.
For more information contact Viv Brake on 9560178 or Roger
Davis on 9571703.
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HorseWorld’s director of welfare, Jerry Watkins, said: "Animal
Friends has assisted HorseWorld enormously in easing these
seriously affected animals back to a healthy, normal life. This
generous grant will provide a significant and long-term benefit to
the charity. We offer grateful thanks."

The donation came as HorseWorld Trust’s Rescue team come
into their busiest period. Over recent months a number of
charities in the region have been under pressure to deal with a
high volume of rescues, including a rescue of over 400 horses
from one site near Bridgend, Wales.

As well as the donation, Animal Friends Insurance also voted for
HorseWorld as their charity of the month in December.
Throughout the month the public could vote between two
different HorseWorld projects. The outcome was that £4,000 will
be given directly to the welfare team to help with current rescues
and £1,000 given to help with Discovery courses.

Staple Hill video gets to half
a million hits on YouTube

The video on YouTube of a teenage girl dancing down Broad
Street in Staple Hill, which we featured last month, has now
received almost half a million hits.
Levanna Mclean’s 2.4 minute-long Northern Soul video is a
pastiche of producer and
singer Pharrell Williams’
famous
24-hour
video
Happy,
which
features
people dancing on the
streets of LA. Last week
Happy, from the Despicable
Me 2 soundtrack, was
nominated for an Oscar for
best original song.

Levanna’s video shows her dancing to the bemusement of
passers-by, including one elderly man who joins in energetically.
Watch the video at http://tinyurl.com/pdg9f24
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Is it time to ban fishing at St George Park Lake?
Questions are being asked about whether fishing should
be allowed to continue in the lake at St George Park
following the latest rescue of a cygnet which had
swallowed discarded tackle.
Reports from local people had reached the park keeper that the
cygnet – the last remaining of seven that hatched last spring wasn't feeding and appeared listless.

The cygnet had swallowed
fishing line which had
wound around its lower
beak so each time it
swallowed,
the
line
became tighter. It had two

severe cuts to the sides of
its beak where the line had
tightened over time and
cut into it’s flesh, and
without rescue would have died a slow and painful death.

It was taken to the swan sanctuary in Shepperton to undergo a
thorough check.
In 2012, six of the seven cygnets hatched on the lake either
died or had to be rescued with fishing tackle related injuries;
this last year, four of the seven cygnets that hatched have now
also been rescued with similar injuries, while the other three
disappeared not long after hatching.
Fishing is allowed on park lakes within designated areas for
people with a rod licence and Bristol City Council is introducing
a free permit system on St George lake which local people fear
will encourage more people to fish.

The rescue drama was posted on the Facebook page of the
Friends of St George Park. They said: “During the rescue, many
local people using the park came to see the operation in
progress, the one question asked was, why is fishing allowed?”

Maggie Waldon, of the Friends of St George Park, said it was a
great habitat for wildlife and it was not just swans that were
getting injured, many ducks and other wild birds were suffering
the same fate.
The Friends have been taking a questionnaire around the park
in recent months, asking local people various questions about
the park and how it can be improved.

Maggie said that of around 100 people who had so far taken
part in the questionnaire, 80 per cent wanted to see fishing
banned.

Whitchurch

If at first you don’t succeed. . .

Plans to build a house on Green Belt land at Whitchurch have
been rejected by B&NES Planners for the third time in the last
twelve months.

At last week’s development control committee meeting, the
latest proposal for a four-bedroom residence on the site of the
derelict Church Farm Barn on the corner of Washing Pound
Lane and Church Road. In July last year, we reported on a
similar application which had been rejected by planners but
which was subsequently appealed to the Planning Inspectorate.
Last week’s application was for a modified designed and access
but even though the building has stood in a sorry state of repair
for a number of years, the committee maintained that a
residential property is inappropriate use in the Green Belt.
This was the eleventh planning application to build on the site
which has been refused in the last twenty years.

St George

Search for the stars

The Bristol Astronomical Society is planning a star-gazing night
at Troopers Hill in early February.
For more information call 0117 955 9819 or 0117 947 5037.
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Directory & What’s On
Animal Feeds

Blinds

Building Services

Building Services

Alternative Health

Bridge Club

Building Services
Appliance Repairs

Car Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder
An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
22

Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Carpentry

Catering

Dance Lessons

Electrical

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Driveways

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

TP CARPENTRY

All domestic work
professionally done from
carpentry, plumbing,
building and decorating
Free, no obligation
estimates
Over 40 years experience
Efficient, friendly & reliable
service

Events
Electrical

0117 3306404
07947 042027

Carpet Cleaning

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

Hypnotherapy

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Joinery

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Home Maintenance

4 weeks - £14.50

Logs

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

Hypnotherapy

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Painting
& Decorating

Pawn Brokers

Pest Control

Plumbers

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845

Pallets

Personal

Pet Services

Physiotherapy

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Planning Advice

Plastering
An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Plumbers

Taxis

Venue Hire

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

Waste Disposal

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

Podiatry

Therapies

Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562
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Project’s wheels
start turning

Work has just started on the Warmley Wheelers project at
Warmley Station on the Bristol & Bath Railway Path.
South Gloucestershire Council is resurfacing the station
platform near the Warmley Waiting Room café and changing the
access so it is easier for wheelchairs and people with mobility
problems to use it.

Parents warned over
dangerous counterfeit hats

Dangerous counterfeit hats which could strangle a child have
been seized by Bath & North East Somerset Council as a safety
precaution.

The hats, sold for between £5 and £10, are designed to be
fastened under the chin but the fake versions do not release if
caught on play equipment like a slide or toy car door.

Safety tests found the under-chin ties on the hats – which are of
well-known characters such as The Muppets, Angry Birds and
Hello Kitty – form a noose which does not break under pressure.
There will be a new public picnic area by the platform and a
secure storage area with adapted bicycles for children and
adults with disabilities.
The work is expected to be completed by late spring and is
being paid for from the Local Sustainable Transport Fund.

Last September saw the old Grade II listed Warmley Signal Box
reopened after a refurbishment. It is now available for hire for
community and business events and parties.
The 13-mile railway path is an integral commuting route for
many, as well as an attractive leisure path.

Trading Standards officers seized some of the hats from a
market stall and a shop in Bath and are now issuing a warning
to parents. Anyone who spots the hats on sale is urged to report
the seller to Trading Standards immediately.
For further advice, or to report the sale of other potentially
dangerous items, contact Trading Standards via the Citizens
Advice Consumer Helpline on 08454 040506.

Shopping and pamper evening

A shopping and pamper evening will be held on Friday 31st
January in aid of Oldland Pre-school, who are desperately trying
to raise money for a new building as their current one is falling
into disrepair.
The evening will run from 7pm to 9.30pm at North Common
Village Hall. Tickets are £2 in advance from the pre-school on
932 8411 or £3 on the door, and include wine or a soft drink.
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Pupils at Mangotsfield CEVC Primary
School in fire evacuation drama
A burnt-out central heating pump
sparked a fire alarm and the
evacuation
of
pupils
from
Mangotsfield CEVC Primary School.

Headteacher Marion Borland said the alarm
went off last Tuesday afternoon and the entire
school, which has almost 500 pupils, was
“efficiently and safely” evacuated from the
building in less than two minutes and 40
seconds.
Coincidentally there had been an evacuation
practice the previous Friday.
It is the second fire incident at the school in

Church Farm Road, Emersons Green, in less
than four years. In December 2010 fire broke
out at as more than 200 parents were
watching a Christmas show. That fire, which
was in a speaker, was quickly extinguished
and the whole building evacuated.

Mrs Borland said of last week’s event: “The
alarm sounded as a result of the fact that one
of the central heating pumps in our plant room
burnt out.
“The children were outside for less than 30
minutes during which time two fire engines
arrived, the fault was located and the school
was declared safe for reentry.”

Helping ease the
burden on carers

Carers in Bath & North East Somerset are set to receive an
increase in support and advice after the B&NES Carers' Centre
received funding from The Big Lottery.
Carers give unpaid help to family or friends who cannot cope
without it. Figures show that full-time carers are twice as likely
to become sick or disabled themselves, and rarely have time to
think of themselves.
The awarded funds will allow council services to provide help
and medical care for full-time carers, who may not otherwise
have time to look after themselves.

Through the Council's Sport and Active Lifestyles Team, two
carer community activators have been recruited to deliver a
range of free health checks, provide advice about breaks and
give one-to-one support to help carers become more active and
take time out for themselves.

David Trumper, deputy chief executive of the Carers’ Centre,
said: "In the UK today, 625,000 people have health problems
because of their caring responsibilities and eight out of 10
carers say that caring has had a negative impact on their
physical health.”
Contact the Carers' Centre on 0800 0388 885.
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She said that an impromptu
exercise session while outside
had hopefully kept the children
from being too cold, but that as
a result of feedback from staff,
parents
and
carers,
emergency foil blankets had
been purchased and would be
made available in the “unlikely
event”
of
any
future
emergency evacuations.

Kingswood
History
Society

The Kingswood History
Society will begin its new
season of fascinating
talks and presentations
on 4th March with the
topic
being
Bristol
Commercial Vehicles.
They meet on the first
Tuesday of each month at
7.30pm, in Room 4 at the
Park Centre, High Street,
Kingswood, (opposite the
Civic Centre).
Anyone interested in
joining should visit their
website www.kingswood
h i s t o r y s o c i e t y. o r g ,
contact Dennis Noble on
dn007g9122@blueyonde
r.co.uk or just go along to
the meetings.

Hanham

Appeal following bike theft

Police are appealing for information after a robbery in
Hanham in which a teenager was forced off his bike before
it was stolen.
It happened on Tuesday (14th January) about 11.50pm when an
18-year-old man was cycling along Abbots Road, near Hanham
Cricket Club.

A dark VW Golf drove past and then pulled in front of the cyclist,
forcing him to stop.

The passenger – a man – got out of the car and asked to see the
serial number on the bike, claiming he had recently had his bike
stolen.
The victim was forced off the bike and fell, the suspect grabbing
the bike and riding off in the direction of Hanham, followed by the
VW Golf. The suspect is described as a white man in his 20s,
about 6ft and of average build. He has dark brown curly hair of
medium length but of scruffy appearance. He had sideburns which
joined beneath his chin and was wearing a light grey hooded
jumper, dark trousers, dark training shoes, and blue and grey
gloves, and was smoking a roll-up. “We would like to hear from
anyone who was in the area at the time of the incident or
recognises the suspect's description to contact us. Anyone able to
help is asked to contact South Gloucestershire CID on the force
number 101, quoting the following reference 4823/14,” said a
police spokesman.

29

Showcase for
Dangerous parking student artists
near school
Emersons Green

Residents living near Emersons Green Primary School have
raised the problem of dangerous parking with their MP Chris
Skidmore.

From Thursday 6th February until Sunday 9th February, creative
arts students from St Brendan’s Sixth Form College are
exhibiting highlights from their A-level coursework at the
Paintworks Event Space in Bristol.

Mr Skidmore, who has been knocking on doors throughout the

The event is being opened by renowned graphic artist Ian
‘Swifty’ Swift at the private view on the evening of the 6th.

He has written to South Gloucestershire Council, urging them to
look into the parking situation as residents’ cars and houses are
“continually being blocked by cars parking during school hours”.

On display will be examples of fine art, printmaking, graphic
design, textiles, photography, and design technology.

CAB needs volunteers

The South Gloucestershire branch of the Citizens Advice
Bureau, based in Staple Hill High Street, is looking for more
volunteers.
For more information contact the office manager on 01454
334961.
The CAB provides free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice to everyone on their rights and responsibilities and
nationally during 2012/13 helped 2.1 million people to solve 6.6
million problems.
area, says he has met a large number of people who feel that
dangerous and inconsiderate parking needs to be addressed
before an accident occurs.
He said: “It is clear that action needs to be taken to solve this
parking crisis. People are growing increasingly concerned at the
lack of action being taken and they are worried that the cars
parking dangerously will cause an accident.
“Therefore, I have written a letter to Steve Evans (director of
environment and community services) at South Gloucestershire
Council, requesting this matter is investigated.”

Warmley

Bath Ales shortlisted
for pub awards

Warmley based Bath Ales, has been nominated for two coveted
national awards recognising quality and innovation in the pub
trade.

Shortlisted for two categories in the Publican Morning Advertiser
Awards, Bath Ales is a finalist in the Best Managed Pub
Company (2 – 50 sites) category as well as Best New Site for
their flagship Graze restaurant at Bath Railway Station.
Managing Director, Robin Couling, said: “These awards
recognise the very best in the industry and to be shortlisted
shows just how far we’ve come in the recent past.

“To be a finalist in two different categories is fantastic. We put a
lot of effort into choosing the right locations and the right type of
venues and understand our customers."
30

Fundraising quiz

A fun quiz and live music evening is taking place at the
Riverside Inn in Saltford on Saturday 25th January to raise
awareness and funds for the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation.
The event starts at 7.30pm. Tickets are £6.

Snap up a bargain
at camera fair

A camera fair is being held on Sunday 26th January from 10am
to 2pm at Warmley Community Centre, Deanery Road. For
more information call 07882 620649.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

9
7
2
6
3
8
5
4
1

8
5
1
2
4
7
3
6
9

6
3
4
1
5
9
8
7
2

4
9
6
5
2
3
7
1
8

7
2
3
8
1
4
9
5
6

5
1
8
7
9
6
2
3
4

1
6
7
9
8
5
4
2
3

2
4
9
3
7
1
6
8
5

3
8
5
4
6
2
1
9
7

2 -Hard

2
8
1
3
5
4
6
7
9

9
6
3
7
1
8
2
5
4

7
5
4
6
2
9
1
8
3

6
7
2
9
3
1
5
4
8

1
9
5
4
8
6
7
3
2

4
3
8
2
7
5
9
1
6

3
2
6
1
4
7
8
9
5

5
1
9
8
6
3
4
2
7

8
4
7
5
9
2
3
6
1

The Week in • Thursday 23rd January 2014

Rugby

Football

The weather claimed all but one of the games for Keynsham Rugby
Club last weekend. Only the 2nd XV managed to see some action
when they travelled to Yatton, losing a close fought match 8-17.

Keynsham Town earned a valuable away point last Saturday
with a 2-2 draw at rain-soaked Calne Town.

Rain the winner for rugby

Keynsham scrum half James Wetton about to release his back line
three quarters

Keynsham Town FC

On a day where the majority of Western League fixtures were
lost to the weather, all credit goes to the Calne ground staff for
getting the game on. However, with the way the Ks started the
game, gaffer Steve Cains must have been praying for the
heavens to open. Their defence was at sixes and sevens for the
opening 15 minutes and they were fortunate to be only 2-0
down. Ks custodian Matt Dunk stood no chance with either goal,
but he was to go on and produce several magnificent saves to
keep Keynsham in the game.

However, the Ks gradually got to grips with the sticky surface
and pulled a goal back in the 22nd minute. Ryan Ashwood
charged down the right flank and although Calne’s keeper made
a fine save, the ball fell to Pat Davison who gleefully lashed the
ball into the bottom corner. Incredibly five minutes later,
Keynsham scored the equaliser. Another mazy run by Ashwood

Football

Keynsham Ladies face cup test

Keynsham Town Ladies have perhaps their biggest tests of the
season when they take on Portsmouth Ladies in a 1pm kick off in
the FA Women's Cup at the AJN stadium on Sunday 26th January.
Admission is £2 by programme at the gate.
The tie was originally drawn away at Portsmouth, but after two
postponements for a waterlogged pitch, the FA Cup rules say the tie
has to move to Keynsham.
Keynsham manager, Barrie Newton commented: "Portsmouth were
playing two divisions above Keynsham last season and following
promotion and the amalgamation of two divisions now sit in the
same league. We had a narrow 3-2 defeat there in the league, so
we are hoping to do better in this home Cup tie.
"We will have one or two new faces on Sunday and if they gel
quickly, we could get the result we are looking for."

Crossword Solution
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Across

Keynsham were now completely in charge and they narrowly
failed to take the lead just before half-time, when Luke Lipinski
just failed to get on the end of a cross. Ashwood was again the
architect, with his pace and trickery causing Calne’s defence all
sorts of problems.

The second half was a real end-to-end affair and it was only the
excellence of both goalkeepers which prevented any further
goals. The Ks had the bulk of possession, but despite
Ashwood’s continual threat, the ball didn’t drop for them inside
the penalty area. Indeed the better chances of the half fell to the
home side, but Matt Dunk excelled once again, including a
brave double save near the end. All in all, a draw seemed a fair
result and credit goes to both teams for producing such a good
game in testing conditions.
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saw a shot blocked by the keeper, but Syzmon Gromek
pounced on the rebound and finished with aplomb.

Down

Next up for the First XI are two successive home league games
at the AJN Stadium; Corsham Town are the visitors on Saturday
25th January (kick-off 3pm) and Shepton Mallet visit on Tuesday
28th January (kick-off 7.45pm). Please note that the KTFC 500
Club draw for December will take place in the clubhouse after
the Corsham game.

1 Misbehaves (4,2)

2 Line dance? (5)

5 Kept secret (4-4)

3 Large bundle (5)
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