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Cadbury Heath

MP supports move for a
controlled drinking zone

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has backed a move by the police
in Cadbury Heath to make the area a controlled drinking zone.

Mr Skidmore was speaking to The Week In at a joint surgery with
the Avon & Somerset Police & Crime Commissioner Sue
Mountstevens at Asda in Longwell Green on Saturday.
As we revealed last week, the neighbourhood police team are
consulting local people about a proposed crackdown on drinkrelated anti-sociable behaviour (ASB) in Cadbury Heath.

The proposed Designated Public Place Order reflects where the
most calls related to drinkrelated
anti-sociable
behaviour have been received
from concerned residents.
The order would cover Banjo
Island and Coronation Park,
the pitch and putt course,
Coronation Road, Heath Rise,
Park Road, Newton Road, Queens Road, School Road, Park
Crescent, Tower Road South, Brereton Way and Rogers Close.
It would allow the police to tell people suspected of being involved
in ASB to stop drinking within the specified area and allow them to
confiscate alcohol.
Mr Skidmore said he was supportive of anything that ensured that
the local community was safeguarded against persistent antisocial behaviour.

And the Commissioner, whose pledges include reducing the
impact that anti-social behaviour has in communities across Avon
& Somerset, told The Week In that she was supportive of any
action led by residents.

Body of elderly man
found in bungalow
Saltford

Police made the grim discovery of a man's body in a bungalow
in Saltford last Tuesday (26th November).

Neighbours phoned the emergency services after growing
concerned for the man who had not been seen for some time.

Officers forced their way into the property in Grange Road and
found that the occupant, believed to be in his 70s, had died. It is
believed he had been dead for some days.

An Avon & Somerset Police spokesman said they were not
treating the sudden death as suspicious.
RSPCA representatives were called the scene to look after a
number of dogs at the property.

“It is very important for
communities to be owned by
their local people,” she said.

After
the
surgery,
Ms
Mountstevens tweeted: “Busy
surgery
with
@chrisskidmoremp. Topics
raised included ASB, cycling
without lights, community
speed watch and working with
young people.”
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Farewell to old
sports pavilion
Cadbury Heath

Work began in earnest on the new community centre when the
BISCA (Banjo Island Community and Sports Association)
pavilion was demolished last week.
Picture: Rob Groves

South Gloucestershire Council has undertaken to build the new
community and youth centre with separate entrances on the site
next year.

Shortwood

Arson probe after barn fire

Police say that straw was deliberately set on fire at a barn in the
Shortwood area.
The incident at the farm was on Saturday, 24th November.

Anyone who has any information is asked to contact Avon &
Somerset Police on 101.
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Don’t blame us for Hanham’s parking
problems, say community centre trustees
The trustees of Hanham Community
Centre this week defended their
decision to keep their car park
private.

As we highlighted last week, business
owners have expressed anger and
frustration at the downturn in trade on the
High Street which they say is the result of
a lack of parking for shoppers, made
worse by the community centre’s decision
earlier this year to enforce its private car
park status.
The lack of off-street parking was
described this week as “very serious” by
local councillor Heather Goddard who
says she has been working with officers
from South Gloucestershire Council to try
to find a solution. She said it was also a
“terrible” situation for residents with local
roads “clogged up all day long” with
parked cars.

It is hoped the situation will ease when
Tesco opens its new store on what was
the Kleeneze site. Tesco says building
work is set to begin in 2014 and it is
anticipated it will take up to a year to

complete. In the meantime Tesco has not
been open to requests for the site to be
used as a temporary car park.

Hanham Community Centre took
measures to ensure its car park was
reserved for people using the venue, one
of the reasons being to deter commuters
who parked there and travelled into
Bristol by bus. The trustees say they
examined several options, including pay
and display, permits, and expanding the
car park, but with the expected arrival of
public parking at Tesco, they made the
decision to make the car park for centre
use only.
The trustees issued a public statement
this week: “Over the last 10 years the
population of Hanham has grown
significantly with housing and commercial
developments – creating an increasing
amount of traffic, and a growing demand
for parking in the centre of Hanham. Many
establishments have reacted by limiting
their own parking to their own users – the
banks, many shops and the churches;
and now the community centre has felt it

necessary to do this also.

“There is no doubt Hanham lacks
adequate public parking. The impact of
the increasing demand for public parking,
both short and long stay, over the past
few years has meant (at many times)
there were insufficient spaces for our
users, and as a result the centre was
losing activities. As trustees we had to act
to preserve our patronage….The lack of
public parking in Hanham is an issue
South Gloucestershire Council needs to
address, but whilst the centre is willing to
engage, and is able to assist, it should
not, like other potential car parks in
Hanham, be seen as the ultimate solution
to the problem. It is probably true that the
traders, council and ourselves thought the
matter would be resolved by the opening
of a Tesco within metres of the High
Street (originally due to open by autumn
2013); and whilst the land (and a built and
usable car park languishes unused and
deteriorating, the issue remains.”
Read the statement
www.hanhamcentre.org/

in

full

at

Richard
Humphrey
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Santa has to draw in his reins
After bringing the spirit of Christmas to households in Keynsham
and Saltford for the last 40 years, the Lions Club’s Father
Christmas sleigh has been forced to cut back its annual tour this
year.

Falling membership over the years has resulted in fewer
volunteers to man the operation which will take to the streets on
just four evenings this month.
Lions’ spokesman Lion Alan Hale told us: “We have been
concerned for a number of years that we might have to change
what we do at Christmas and now as a club reduced in number
to 17, decisions had to be made and the result is that we will not
be able to cover the amount of ground that we have hitherto, but
nonetheless are eager not to let the community down
completely.
“I have no doubt that as always the community will support us
financially but we desperately need people within the community
to come and join us and make the work lighter with more hands.”

Santa will be out and about in the west of Keynsham next
Tuesday and Wednesday (10th & 11th December) where his
route will include Charlton Road, Queens Road, Park Road,
Coronation Road and Caernarvon Avenue.
The following Monday (16th December) he moves to Saltford
before visiting streets in east Keynsham on Wednesday 18th
December. Lions Club members will also be collecting at Tesco
and the Co-op as usual as part of their Christmas Appeal this
year.
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Saltford

Cafe for closed toilet building?

The future of the old public convenience on Manor Road may take
yet another turn following the latest planning application received by
B&NES Council.

Last year, permission was given for change of use to an office and

then a residential property. Now, the land has been purchased by
neighbouring Tiddlers Nursery who want to turn the building into a
cafe.
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Council budget bucket consultation
Kingswood shoppers were invited to have a
say on what they want South Gloucestershire
Council to prioritise with its 2014/15 budget.

Last Monday Labour councillors Pat Rooney,
from the Woodstock ward in Kingswood, and
Roger Hutchinson, from Filton, were at Kings
Chase Shopping Centre encouraging people
to take part in an unusual survey.

They were confronted with a table topped with
15 orange buckets and each bucket was
labelled
with
services
that
South
Gloucestershire Council provides. They were:
Care for physically disabled and those with
learning difficulties; Care for vulnerable older
people; Culture, sport and open spaces;
Environmental health; Highway maintenance;
Libraries; Public health (tackling obesity, stop
smoking support, drug and alcohol abuse);
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Public transport and transport infrastructure;
Schools (under council control); Services to
support people on low incomes (e.g. housing
and council tax benefit, homelessness and
housing services); Services that support the
local economy and jobs; Services to support
vulnerable children, young people and
families; Street lighting; Trading standards;
Waste collection and disposal.

Keynsham

Traffic chaos
following A4
accident

The public were then given five plastic balls
and invited to put a ball in each bucket they
thought was an essential service.

A serious accident involving
a cyclist and a Mazda car
on the A4 near the
Broadmead roundabout in
Keynsham caused massive
traffic chaos on Friday night,
made worse by the fact that
the High Street was closed
for the Victorian Evening.

This rather unusual way of public feedback,
together with the budget consultation survey
document, is aiming to help the council shape
its decisions in relation to future service
provision.

The accident occurred at
around 3.45pm. The cyclist
was
a
40-year-old
Keynsham woman who
suffered a head injury
although it is understood it
is not life-threatening. She
was taken to the Royal
United Hospital in Bath.

Although the council has saved £30 million a
year over the last few years it is expecting to
have to make more savings in the region of
another £40-£50 million by the end of this
decade. This will mean reducing some
services or stopping them altogether, as well
as looking to other organisations to provide
services on their behalf.

To fill in the survey online go to
www.southglos.gov.uk/budget

There were reports of
motorists being stuck in
traffic for up to two hours
with tailbacks of up to six
miles.

Police reopened the A4
shortly before 7pm.
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£18,000 worth Outdoor gym and
of drugs seized sports revamp at
Kingswood

Police seized a large amount of heroin from an
address in Speedwell.
It followed a fight just after midnight on Saturday 24th
November in Easton.

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “When we arrived
on the scene a man attempted to run from us after being told he
was going to be searched. Following a short foot chase we
stopped and found drugs on him and he was arrested. A
subsequent search of property in Speedwell led to a seizure of
£18,000 worth of heroin and a number of firearms ammunition.”
A 32-year-old man from St Pauls was charged with possession
with intent to supply heroin and possession of Section 1 firearm
ammunition when prohibited from obtaining a licence for life. He
appeared before magistrates in Bristol last week and was
recalled to prison as he was out on early release for supplying
class A drugs.
He is due to appear at Bristol Crown Court on 17th December.

PC Andrew Smetham, from Trinity Road Police Station, said:
"As well as getting this man back behind bars, it was really
satisfying to seize such a significant amount of heroin which was
destined for the streets of Bristol. If you have any concerns
about potential drug dealing going on in your area then call your
local neighbourhood team on 101."

Kingsmeadow

The new Kingsmeadow Green revamp in Kingswood was
officially opened last Tuesday but due to a mix-up in diary
commitments, the chairman of South Gloucestershire Council
Cllr Ian Boulton and other dignitaries did not make the 10am
appointment.

Bill Bowrey (left) tries out some of the new equipment

Only Kings Chase councillor Bill Bowrey was able to make use
of the £25,000 spend on an outdoor gym station, new goal
posts, meadow planting and carved wooden seating.

A programme of informal ‘street’ sports has also been organised
at the Kingsmeadow Community Flats as part of South
Gloucestershire Council’s StreetGames programme. The
StreetGames coaches are attending the flats each Friday from
5pm to 7pm until 20th December, providing informal multi-sports
activity and coaching for young people aged 11 to 19.
Cllr Bowrey said: “I am pleased to be able to bring these
facilities to the community and hope to add more in the future.
The new revamp is a facility people of all ages can become
engaged with. It is hoped people will take up more sport. Also
with seating and meadow plants, the area can be used for
picnics and leisure by young and old alike.”
Recent refurbishment in the area has included an update of
New Cheltenham Community Centre, new play facilities at
Wesley Hill, improvements at Southey Park and signage to the
Made for Ever Youth Club near the Made for Ever Roundabout
in Tenniscourt Road.
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Planning Applications

Sudoku

1-Easy
3 1 8
4

4

7
6
2 8 3

2 -Hard
4 3

8
1

7
9
8 3 4 9
1 7 3 2
5
8 3 2
8
7 6
4

4 5

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND

1

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

2

4

2

Sunday 8th December

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

9

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

5

6
9
4
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2 8 7
9
4
1 6
8
6

5

3 9

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Speed limit needs enforcing

Dear Stephen,
I really do think our councillors live in Far,
Far Away Land - they have a desire to do
the right thing and help residents but
without any recognition of the implications
or results of their actions.
Bringing the speed limit down to 20mph is
laudable but how about making an attempt
to implement the 30mph limit first? Living in
Chandag Road, 50% plus of vehicles
exceed 30mph and I don’t think I have yet
seen one abiding by 20mph.
I think I am correct in saying the police
have shown little interest in enforcing the
lower limit so what is the point? The cost of
installing the numerous 20mph signs could
have been far better spent either enforcing
the 30mph or educating motorists about
the benefit of slower speeds.
I hear the response coming already: “We
must make an effort to reduce speeds,
statistics say casualties are reduced etc,
etc....” Yes, but poor regulation that is not
accepted or enforced brings the whole
cause into disrepute.
Can we please have practical joined-up
thinking from our councillors, not wasting
OUR money on schemes that will not
benefit council tax payers. It would have
helped the funding for Citizens Advice or
children’s services.
Yours
Barrie Dunn, Keynsham
Dear Sir,
I wish to bring to your attention the sudden
appearance of a new demographic
minority group on the streets of Keynsham.
This group, though currently small, are
already incurring the consternation, wrath
and abuse of both residents and those
passing through. I fear that an escalation of
the public use of abusive language,
violence and even ROAD RAGE is
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imminent.
The group to which I refer, of course,
consists of those who are driving along key
local roads at speeds of less than 20 miles
per hour!
For those lodged behind them the
increased congestion and time taken to
travel anywhere is becoming intolerable –
as is the indignity of being overtaken by
cyclists and even joggers!
All abuse and prejudice of this kind is as
always almost entirely down to ignorance
and a lack of education.
The joke of ‘2’s painted over ‘3’s on the
roads and the complete lack of large
viewable signage at key points defies
belief. As does the complete lack of any
kind of policing of the new speed limits.
Yours sincerely
Bob Barley, Keynsham

Dear Sir,
It seems to me that B&NES vehicle drivers
think that they can ignore speed limits. On
Saturday evening, while walking up Bath
Hill in Keynsham around 6pm, a B&NES
gritting lorry sped past us in excess of
40mph spraying us with grit which was a
danger in itself, not to mention the excess
speed.
This happened numerous times last winter
and I can only guess that they are anxious
to return home as soon as possible.
Nevertheless there is a real risk to
pedestrians as well as other road users.
I also had cause to complain recently to
B&NES about one of their refuse
collections lorries driving at great speed in
the cul de sac where I live.
It seems ironic to me that law-abiding
drivers are now having to observe a
20mph speed limit on the Wellsway which
is particularly difficult to do, whereas some
drivers of B&NES vehicles think they are
exempt!
Yours sincerely
Hazel Powe, by e-mail

Green Belt is not safe

Dear Sir,
In your coverage of B&NES’s Core
Strategy (28th November), you briefly
mention South Gloucestershire Council’s
own Core Strategy and suggest that the
Government inspector’s letter recently
“...reaffirms the Green Belt boundary on
the east side of Kingswood”.
Before anyone thinks that the Green Belt is
safe, the Government inspector’s report
should be read in more detail. What he
actually says is that “the council should
explore the potential of the East Fringe
both as a longer-term resource and as a
means of providing flexibility to meet needs
should circumstances change during the
plan period” and “…there is a distinct
possibility that a further assessment of
Green Belt boundaries will be necessary
as part of a wider plan review… (which)...
would enable the council to address any
deficiencies in meeting targets or assist it
in maintaining an adequate on-going
housing land supply.”
The proposed plan period is 13 years, with
a requirement for an early review to be
complete by the end of 2018. So the Toryled Government’s inspector has most
certainly not taken further development of
the Green Belt off the table. Indeed he
expects the boundaries to have been
reviewed within just five years.
Local Conservative councillors and MPs
have stood on a platform of resisting
housing
development
in
South
Gloucestershire and allegedly saving the
Green Belt. They cannot now duck the fact
that the overall number of proposed new
homes has shot up from 21,500 to 28,355.
They have clearly failed to influence their
Government in this regard and in our area
the picture is far from rosy for the Bristol
East Fringe and Green Belt areas.
Many thanks
Cllr Gareth Manson
Councillor for Woodstock ward,
Kingswood
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Letters

Sadness at closure of
optician's shop

Dear Sir,
I was very saddened to read about the
closure of Hanham Eyecare last week.
Sheldon and his staff have showed nothing
but commitment and kindness to me ever
since they moved in.
My partner ordered some cycle glasses for
when he cycled from John O'Groats to
Land's End and because they were late in
being delivered, Sheldon came round at
7am to deliver and fit them for him before
he went.
I had a problem a couple of months ago
and was given an appointment straight
away resulting in lengthy tests that meant I
couldn't drive afterwards, Sheldon gave me
a lift home. All very personal service that
you would not get from a chain of opticians,
no wonder they won Optician of the Year.
When I moved here six years ago, I was so
pleased to have a High Street, and used all
the local businesses that I could as I felt as
if I was part of a community. Working fulltime, you only have limited time for any
appointments, but seeing as they were all
in the same area, it was easy to cram them
into one morning or afternoon, calling for a
coffee in the local coffee shop between
them.
However, since the closure of the
Community Centre car park, I have found
this difficult to do with the other car park
being small and limited to two hours.
I'd like to send my best wishes to Sheldon
and his staff and thank them for providing
such a good service, and ask the council
what it is they are trying to achieve with the
High Street. Surely it is better for them to
be receiving rates, rather than having
empty shops as they force people out of
business.
Jane Harley

Hanham parking row

Dear Sir,
So sorry to hear that the Hanham opticians
have had to file for bankruptcy and leave
the High Street, and would like to wish
them and their staff all the best for the
future.
But also so sorry to hear the reason why apparently their customers have been
unable to park to keep their appointments
since the community centre closed its
doors to the community in April.
I understand that a full appointment at the
opticians can take up to two hours and
there is nowhere to park for that length of
time. The owner explained that his
business dramatically went down since the
parking ban at the community centre and
that he had approached them to ask to pay
for parking for his customers, but they
didn’t want to help.
Since I was a young lad there has always
been an opticians in Hanham. Will this be
the first of many businesses to be lost in
the High Street?
I’m all for supporting the little man and
trying to keep the local community going.
Who would have thought that the
community centre would not be willing to
work with the community. Don’t get me
wrong, we don’t want nothing for free, let
us pay to park in your almost empty car
park, earn yourself some money. Sell us
tickets, we’d even come in to collect them
to save yourself meters.
I have never understood the reasoning
behind the parking ban at the community
centre, and I truly feel so sorry for the
residents who live near the car park area;
the roads are now jammed with cars.
Surely the members of the community
centre have lost confidence in the
trustees? The centre had an ideal
opportunity to make extra revenue, we can
all see that. Why, can’t they?
Please support the High Street, before we
lose it.
Name and address supplied
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Oldland Parish Council
by-election

Dear Editor,
I would like to express my thanks to the
residents who voted for me in the recent
by-election.
As the Labour Party candidate, I was
asking the voters to place their trust in me
and to believe that I would work earnestly
on their behalf: I much appreciate that so
many by their vote, did trust me to fulfil my
promise. I am sorry that I failed to secure
sufficient votes to enable me to do what I
promised, i.e. to have their best interests at
heart and that I would indeed work
conscientiously for the residents of Oldland
parish.
I would also have been delighted to have
worked with the clerk of Oldland Parish
Council whose excellent reputation I have
been aware of for many years. Parish
clerks have a vital role in local democracy
and I know how much the work undertaken
by the clerk of a parish is and how
exceptional Victoria herself is.
A person, new to the role of clerk, told me
how supportive Victoria is to other clerks
and what a wealth of experience and
information she has to offer. I regret the
opportunity I have missed to work with her.
Yours sincerely
April J Begley

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.
We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters
under 300 words and supply your full name and
address for reasons of authentication. Only the
name and district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

11

Letters

Park Road street lighting

Dear Sir,
I am writing about the new system that has
been installed on Park Road for road lighting.
The road lights have been changed and now
we have candles. This part of Park Road
which goes along to the new K2 project is
very busy with buses, cars and vans. The
lights now are causing large shadows and no
doubt the risk of accidents will now become
frequent.
Whoever recommended these lights to be
changed will now have taken a backward
step. It is unbelievable who makes these
decisions and the problem will be with the
increased traffic that will be using this stretch
of road in the future.
A concerned pensioner
Name and address supplied

Philippines typhoon: thank
you, Keynsham

Dear Editor,
I would like to offer sincere thanks to
Keynsham residents who gave so generously
to the Keynsham Rotary street collection on
Friday 22nd November.
We raised well over £500 which is being

donated to the purchase ‘shelter boxes’ and
‘water boxes’ for immediate dispatch to the
Philippines. These emergency items were
identified as priority needs and give lifesaving support in a desperate situation where
the population have lost even the basic
amenities.
The Rotary organisation is worldwide and
entirely voluntary so all donations received
locally are distributed to the cause.
Keynsham Rotary Club meets weekly and
welcomes new members.
For more information or to donate, please visit
www.keynshamrotary.org
Adrian Dodd, Rotary Club of Keynsham
president

Fears over increased traffic

Dear Sir,
I am sending this to The Week In and hoping
that someone from the council may see this
letter and react.
As a local resident, I am very concerned that
a child will be seriously injured or even killed
at the end of Park Road/beginning of Dunster
Road.
Yet again today (Wednesday) the council
recycling lorry arrives between 8am and 9am
and stops in the one-way road leading up to
the new Taylor Wimpey’s Meadows
development.
A green scaffold lorry
delivering to the development cannot wait so
the B&NES recycling lorry tries to reverse, the

Crossword
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Across
9 Non singing musician (15)

ACROSS
9 Non singing musician (15)
10 Pompous, bombastic (7)
12 Famous escapologist (7)
13 Of no value (9)
14 Sturdy light brown material (5)
15 Absorbtion of liquids (7)
18 Silver, metallic element, symbol Y (7)
21 Fool (5)
23 Ruler or head of a family (9)
25 To hold spellbound (7)
26 Ancient form of punishment (7)
29 Contract for a rainy day (9,6)
DOWN

14

16

scaffold lorry tries to drive past, so you now
have the recycling lorry and a large green
scaffolding lorry in the one-way road! So what
does the scaffold lorry need to do? Mount the
kerb.
The one-way road is not going to be sufficient
when the recycling lorry arrives. What
happens when the estate is up and running
and we have 200+ houses who all probably
have one car each who are trying to get in
and out of the estate and the recycling lorry is
parked in the one-way road?(Not the driver of
the B&NES vehicle’s fault).
Is there anyway B&NES can change the
times of the collection here so that they are
here say after 10am as this new estate with
excess traffic is already going to cause traffic
congestion?
Has anyone tried to get past lately along Park
Road? It is a nightmare by the bus stop
opposite Stirling Way and by Westview
Surgery. This will only get worse with
increased traffic; putting up 20mph signs will
make no difference to excess traffic.
The situation is going to get worse with the
increased traffic. What has been put in place
for us local residents? Has anyone thought
about the children i.e. any crossings being
planned by the council to the local schools, St
John’s and Castle School? I expect not.
Names and address supplied

Down

1 Computer term - garbage in and out (4)
2 Civil order to deter unruly conduct (4)
3 Board game (8)
4 Character in the Beano (6)
5 Do something deceitfully (2,3,3)
6 A Canadian (6)
7 Pacific island nation (8)
8 Self control (8)
11 One's heritage (5)
15 Cooking essential (5,3)
16 The most damp (8)
17 To replace (8)
19 A million million (8)
20 Skin lesion (5)
22 Matador (6)
24 Long stole, often worn by the clergy (6)
27 Short for obituary (4)
28 Child's toy (2-2)
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1 Computer term - garbage in and out (4)

Crime reduction roadshow
at Aldi in Fishponds

A crime reduction roadshow will take place at Aldi on Fishponds
Road this Saturday (7th December).

The Bristol East neighbourhood policing team have been holding a
series of events in the run-up to Christmas to offer crime prevention
advice and to help local people be safe and feel safe this winter.
Last month there were events at Morrisons in Fishponds and Aldi on
Church Road in Redfield.

PC James Wasiak, from Fishponds police station said: “The idea of
these events is to help people protect their property – both where
they live and the stuff they own – in the run-up to Christmas and
throughout the winter.”
This Saturday’s event is being held in conjunction with the Safer
Bristol Partnership and will run from 9am to 4pm.

People will be invited to register their property, such as phones,
tablet, laptops and bikes, on Immobilise, the national property
database (www.immobilise.co.uk) which makes it easier for the
police to return your items if they are stolen.

Read all about it!

Two enterprising Keynsham youngsters have broken into the world
of publishing.

WhenAndrew
The Goddard
Week In
withbegan
Sammyin
Keynsham in 2007 it was because
there was no local publication at
that time. Now, with new ones
cropping up almost every other
week, are we concerned about the
latest one? Far from it. Thomas
and Matthew Parker-Langford
actually approached us with a very
detailed business plan and a
dummy copy of Kids Monthly to
ask for our help and advice.

The brothers, aged 14 and 13, are home educated and embarked
on the project as a way of developing writing skills and business
studies.

Now, an online version of Kids Monthly has just gone live. It’s full of
news and events, competitions and games which, in their own
words, are created by kids for kids. The brothers have even
managed to get themselves invited to Toys R Us to try out some of
the latest toys and games on sale for this Christmas.
You can catch up with Kids Monthly at
www.spanglefish.com/kidsmonthly
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Crews Hole and Beaufort Road one-way
scheme ‘hijacked’ by cycling agenda
St George

Beaufort Road residents tell council to sort out
Church Road traffic first
Following last month’s heated meeting over traffic plans for
Crews Hole Road, it was the turn of Beaufort Road residents to
give their views at last week’s meeting of the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership’s Traffic and Transport sub group.

In an effort to create a cycleway from Keynsham to Temple
Meads, Bristol City Council has been consulting over plans to
address the problem of a 450m stretch where cyclists would
have to use Conham Road and Crews Hole Road. To avoid
safety concerns, the council has proposed making Crews Hole
Road and Beaufort Road one-way, forcing local residents and
motorists coming from Hanham and beyond into major detours.
Last Tuesday’s meeting at the Beehive Centre was attended by
more than 50 people and heard the views of St George East
councillor Ron Stone, as well as the findings of an earlier
workshop session held by Beaufort Road residents.
Freja Shamanka, from SCHAR (Save Crews Hole Access
Road), summarised the views of locals on the present traffic
situation in Beaufort Road which laid the blame firmly with poor
traffic management in Church Road. The traffic light
sequencing, repositioning of bus stops along the showcase
route and the ‘no right turn’ into Blackswarth Road at the Fire
Engine pub were all contributory factors to the Beaufort Road
‘rat run’.

Residents had also suggested that two-way traffic could be
maintained if measures were taken to control speed and
possibly removing the narrow pavement. Re-routing a cycle
and pedestrian path through or around the Avon View Cemetery
was also considered.

Cycling agenda

In the question-and-answer session which followed, the real
crux of the problem emerged. Residents of both the Crews Hole
and Beaufort Road areas remain largely convinced that they
are being held hostage to a project designed solely to further a
cycling agenda and many at the meeting were pointing the
finger at Mayor George Ferguson. One member of the public

accused the Mayor of deliberately pitting motorists and cyclists
against each other, while another claimed the proposals were
looking to solve a problem which doesn’t exist.

A strong view expressed at the Crews Hole Road residents’
meeting at the Woodwise Academy earlier in November was
also echoed at this meeting - that genuinely sorting traffic
problems which have existed for 20 years in the area will need
far greater resources than the £200,000 cycling grant and
£70,000 of S106 funding from the Weavers Mill development.

While council highways manager Shaun Taylor has made clear
previously that the grant, part of the Bristol Enterprise Zone
funding, was almost certainly dependant on delivering a cycle
route, the developers’ S106 contribution has to be allocated to
a project by the end of this year. To that end, the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership is due to make a decision at its
meeting next week (10th December at Summerhill Methodist
Church in Air Balloon Road).
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Breast cancer
survivor programme

The first Pink Ribbon Program in Bristol is due to begin in 2014.
The programme is a Pilates-based recovery programme
developed by a survivor for survivors of breast cancer.

The aim is to regain mobility, stretch and strengthen the
shoulders, chest, back and abdominal muscles, allowing
survivors full range of motion to those areas affected by breast
cancer surgery.

The programme will consist of an initial consultation, 12 weeks
on the programme and an exit. Four phases are covered with
mat-based Pilates exercises. Phase four begins the transition
process from clinical rehab towards mainstream exercise
classes.
Each programme with have only six to eight participants. It is
suitable for women of all ages and fitness levels, and can be
started at any time after eight weeks following surgery (with
medical approval).

The cost of the 12-week course with the initial consultation and
exit appointment is £60 per participant as 50% of the course will
be funded by local businesses.

The first course is due to run in Hanham Community Centre,
starting in January.
Some places are still available. Contact. Contact Samantha
from Gentle Fitness on 0773 630 9272 to find out more.
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Safety issues at Tenniscourt Road
Kingswood

Calls are being made for traffic calming measures in
Tenniscourt Road.

Richard Jones lives near the zebra crossing on the busy road
which is next to King’s Oak Academy.

Mr Jones has lived in the Kingswood area all his life and in
Tenniscourt Road since 2005. He has canvassed all 75 houses
in the road, from its start at Hill Street to Anchor Road, and says
the response was supportive, with 58 letters and 76 signatures
all expressing concern about speed and safety issues.

Mr Jones says the road is sometimes used as a rat-run for
lorries, HGVs and other vehicles accessing Kingswood’s
Station Road/ Bridge Road Industrial Estate. He says drivers
choose to avoid the traffic jams encountered in the centre of
Warmley where traffic would be expected to turn left and come
off at the Horseshoe roundabout.
He says many of the vehicles passing his home exceed the
30mph limit and police have acknowledged the average speed
on the road is more than 40mph.

Also of concern to Mr Jones is the large bend between the
lights at the Hill Street/Tenniscourt Road junction and the zebra
crossing near King’s Oak Academy. He believes that because
of poor vision approaching the crossing from the A420, together
with the speed of some drivers, it is essential safety measures
are put in place.
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Richard Jones
He thinks a chicane with priority given to traffic from New
Cheltenham should be at the bend in the road to slow traffic
coming from the A420 but give traffic from New Cheltenham
priority, this being necessary for Kingswood Fire Station in
Tenniscourt Road.
He also feels there should be a weight restriction to curb the
number of lorries and HGVs using the highway.

Mr Jones has written to Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore and
local councillors Terry Walker and Bill Bowrey.
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Christmas festivities in Keynsham, Kingswood,
The Christmas lights were turned on in Kingswood,
Keynsham and Downend at the weekend.
Despite the crash on the A4 which caused traffic chaos for miles
around Keynsham on Friday evening, crowds still turned out in
force for the Christmas lights switch-on and fun fair.
Although the organisers have hung on to the tag of ‘Victorian’ to
describe the event, it was clear that people were still drawn to
Keynsham

the stalls which took over the High Street and the fun fair which,
due to the ongoing development on Temple Street, was this
year concentrated at Ashton Way car park - a moved hailed by
many as a success.

18

Meanwhile shops and businesses also stayed open late in
Downend on Friday where the parish council organised an
evening of events which began with Santa arriving at his grotto
to give gifts to a long queue of youngsters.

Bromley Bear switched on the Christmas tree lights and there
was singing by children from Christ Church Infants, Bromley
Heath Infants and St Augustine’s Primary School, as well as the
Cleeve Singers. Downend School Concert Band played and
there was entertainment from the Red X Dancers.
Santa was also at the switch-on of the Christmas lights at Kings
Chase Shopping Centre in Kingswood on Saturday along with
Jack FM DJ Ian Downs.

Downend
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Downend and HorseWorld
New centre manager Karl Taylor set up a free Christmas
themed market with stalls providing games such as coconut
shies, ball in the bucket and hoopla stalls. Also provided free
were hot chestnuts, candy floss and a grotto where each child
was given chocolate from Santa.

Horseworld

Kingswood

East and Kingswood Band.
Mr Taylor also said he would like to work with South
Gloucestershire Council in making a joint effort to provide more
Christmas festivities in the town in future.
Despite HorseWorld’s disappointment at recently losing its
planning application to extend and improve its site at
Whitchurch, managing director Mark Owen managed to smile
at Sunday’s Christmas event. Thousands of families visited the
centre and took part in community carol singing lead by Bristol
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Also performing were the St George Singers, Bridge Farm
Primary School, Keynsham’s Stagecoach Theatrical Group and
singer Mia Owen. There was a Christmas grotto, and stalls
selling crafts as well as crepes and hot drinks. The horses were
the main attraction, some bedecked in tinsel.
Mr Owen, who joined the charity in 2007, gave atalk
emphasising the need for animal lovers to protest to Bath and
North East Somerset Council. He said the visitor centre would
have to close unless it got planning permission. A petition is
available for people to sign.
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Teenager’s
dance video
goes viral
Staple Hill

A teenage girl has become a YouTube sensation with her
Northern Soul dancing in Staple Hill.
By Tuesday of this week
Levanna Mclean, 17, had
received almost 150,000 hits
on her 2.4 minute video
which was posted on
YouTube last week.

The video was shot in one
take at Broad Street and
inspired by Happy, by Pharrell Williams.
Lots of people have posted comments on how happy they feel
watching Levanna. One said: “What a gem. This video makes
me smile every time I watch it.”
Another wrote: “Really enjoyed this . . . made me smile. What a
happy gorgeous young lady.”
Watch Levanna in action at http://tinyurl.com/pdg9f24
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Saltford Santa Dash a
complete sell-out

The Saltford Santa Dash and Elves Race
taking place this Sunday (8th December) is a
sell-out with no more entries being accepted.
Five hundred Santas will be running their fivemile circuit and 200 Elves are taking part in a
one-mile race.
Ben Rushgrove, Paralympian bronze
medallist, will start the Elves Race at 10.15am
followed by the Santa Dash at 11am.

There will be plenty of hot and cold drinks and
food available throughout the morning and
entertainment has also been arranged.

Organiser Roger Spooner said: "I would like to
thank the many companies, businesses and
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Conservative
victory in
by-election

Conservative candidate
Martin
Withers
beat
Labour candidate April
Begley by 553 votes to
177 to represent Longwell
Green on Oldland Parish
Council.

The by-election was called
after the resignation of Cllr
George Rogers and there
was a turnout of 29.5 per
cent.

The races will start and finish at the Saltford
Community Association Hall sports ground.

The event is being held to raise money to buy
a defibrillator for Saltford Sports Ground and
all remaining money raised will be donated to
C-R-Y (Cardiac Risk in the Young). It follows
the tragic death in 2009 of Saltford teenager
Jack Boulton, who died of cardiac arrest while
playing football.

Longwell Green

Two Elves get suited for the race

individuals who have given their support in so
many ways to this event."
For more information go to
www.saltfordsantadash.webs.com

There are currently 11
Conservative councillors
on the parish council,
three Labour members,
and a vacant seat in the
Barrs Court ward where
Conservative
member
Mike Newton has stepped
down which could see
another by-election held
next month.
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Directory & What’s On
Animal Feeds

Bereavement
Support

Bridge Club

Building Services
Appliance Repairs

Blinds

Building Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Art Shop & Tuition

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Damp Proofing

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Carpentry

Dance Lessons
Cleaning Services

like this costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Car Services

4 weeks - £13.00

Computers / IT

8 weeks - £12.00

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
Driveways

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on
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0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Electrical

Events

Garden Services

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Furniture Makers

Hair & Beauty

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Events

Garden Services

Home Maintenance
HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS
• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished
• Plastering • Wallpapering
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •
Carpentry
Friendly experienced
craftsman eco-friendly
materials
Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584
The Week in • Thursday 5th December 2013

Directory & What’s On
Hypnotherapy

Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Personal

Single Bi-Male
Mid 70s, Lives in
area BS31
6ft tall, clean shaven,
fit for age
Looking for similar
Single Bi-Male for a
relationship
Phone 07787141901
between 6pm - 8 pm

Joinery

Maths Tuition

A LEVEL MATHS.
Private Tuition by experienced and
respected teacher with a proven
track record. Contact Ken on
07977 049007

Models & Toys

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Pest Control

Pallets

Pet Services

Logs

Musical

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.
Beginners – Advanced. Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Painting
& Decorating
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Pawn Brokers

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

25

Directory & What’s On
Physiotherapy

Plumbers

Plastering

Shed Repairs

Situations Vacant

Stair Repairs

Taxis

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Therapies
Podiatry
An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
26

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
TV & Aerials

Venue Hire

Whitchurch &
Pensford Royal
British Legion
Function room and skittle
alley available for hire

Function room available
Fridays
Skittle Alley for hire Saturdays
New members welcome

Contact : 01275 832345

Venue Hire

Staunton Lane, Whitchurch

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN

Waste Disposal

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Waste Disposal

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Charity benefits from salon's
birthday celebrations
Keynsham

The Duo salon in Chandag Road
celebrated 10 years in business on
Friday with canapés and wine.
Local

magician

Warren

Singer

entertained and there was a raffle in aid
of Breast Cancer Care which raised
£560.
The evening was a great success Liz

and Jackie from the salon say they were
overwhelmed with the amount of people
who came along to support the evening.
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Duo also took the opportunity to
introduce two new beauty therapists
Becky and Theresa who are joining the
team this week.
27
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Author’s book signing
Fantasy and science fiction writing
plays a major role in the book
publishing industry. Tolkien or
Asimov aside, several authors have
loyal and established followings
across the world and it is often
perhaps surprising to discover that
despite the subject matter, most of
them are very normal, everyday
men and women.
Last week we met one of them.
Keynsham resident Jonathan L Howard
has written five novels which have been
sold by international publishing houses in
the UK and USA, with translations in
France, Germany, Poland and the Czech
Republic.

His dark Faustian comedy Johannes
Cabal, the Necromancer, was first
published in 2009 and has been followed
by a further two stories featuring the
character.

Last year, he wrote the first of his sci-fi
Russalka Chronicles, Katya's World. This
has been followed this year by Katya's
War.

Jonathan, 50, has lived in the area with
his wife and daughter for the last 10
years, having moved from his native
North West as part of his previous life as
a computer games designer.

Like many authors, it was a combination
of good fortune and persistence which
finally led to the decision to make writing
the day job. Having gone through the
usual process of submitting manuscripts
and receiving standard rejections, he
finally got his breakthrough while working
in Corston. When the commission then
came for a follow-up to the first Johannes
Cabal story, he knew something had to
give.
The story has echoes of another wellrespected fantasy and science fiction
writer, Colin Harvey, who by incredible
coincidence, also lived in Keynsham until
his sudden death in 2011. Jonathan was
unaware of his near neighbour at the
time. "I’d read Colin’s work but had no
idea he lived in Keynsham as well until I
learnt he had died," said Jonathan.
Followers of the Johannes Cabal stories
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will also be aware
of another local
twist which has
found its way into
the latest novel.
Entitled Johannes
Cabal and the
Fear Institute, Jonathan insists it was just
the name which appealed. “I did have
another name for the mysterious group
which sends Johannes Cabal on his latest
mission but walking passed the building
every day, it just seemed such a better
title,” he explains.
And he insists that’s as far as the link
goes and the novel has a very clear
disclaimer to that effect at the end.

If you are looking for a Christmas present
or would like to meet the author himself, a
book signing takes place at The Wine
Bar in Keynsham. The event takes place
on Wednesday 11th December at 11am to
2pm and you will be able to purchase all
five of his current titles.
You can also find out more at
www.jonathanlhoward.com
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Threatened over-50s group
appeals for community support
Cadbury Heath

An over-50s group which helps isolated people to
socialise is in danger of folding because of a lack of
funding.

Guys & Doll, which was set up in 2009 by local residents who
recognised the need to provide fun activities for the over-50s in
Cadbury Heath and the surrounding area, is having a
Christmas fun day this Saturday (7th December) to raise vital
funds.
The aim of the group was to encourage isolated people who
have few opportunities to socialise or get out and about to meet
on a regular basis and make new friends. Numbers grew
quickly and there are now more than 50 members on the list
from Cadbury Heath, as well as Kingswood, Staple Hill, Oldland
Common and Hanham.
The group has an open door policy which enables additional
services and support, such as health and welfare workers, local
housing officers, police and visits from other older people’s
groups from outside the area to increase opportunities for
socialising.

crochet and jewellery making. The group also bridges the age
gap by organising activities with pupils from Parkwall Primary
School.
And it offers hot and healthy food at a small fee, with bingo,
raffle and activities happening each week.

Co-ordinator Sam Fisher said: “We really need support as our
funding will run out around February time. The day is to raise
funds to keep us going.
“We need the local community to come alone and show their
support of the club at our Christmas Fun Day on Saturday 7th
December at One Church, Earlstone Crescent.”

Father and Mother Christmas will be at the fun day and there
will be old-fashioned stalls, arts and crafts, nail art, face painting
and a barbecue.
To join the group or for more information contact Sam Fisher on
0795 213 3764.

Activities run by the group include glass painting, sewing, flower
arranging, card making, exercise, healthy cooking, knitting,
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Rugby

Football

The first XV carried on with their expansive rugby from the
previous week for the first half when they travelled to the Forest
of Dean to play Berry Hill on Saturday.

Keynsham Town overcame the odds last Saturday to record a
2-1 victory against Wells City at the AJN Stadium.

Keynsham Rugby Club

They got off to a flying start when Joe-Luca Smith on the wing
was put through for a try under the posts; this was converted by
Paul Edson. They then conceded a but went 14-3 up after nine
minutes when Jack Weston followed up a lovely chip by Edson
to score by the posts.
A further Edson penalty followed and there then was some great
running from broken play culminating in Smith bagging his

Joe Smith showing a clean pair of heels to a
Berry Hill defender (Courtesy Richard Angell)

Another win for Keynsham Town

Wells set the early pace with Keynsham ‘keeper Matt Dunk
saving well from a free-kick on
seven minutes. They then
took the lead a minute later with a free header at the far post
from a corner. Youngsters Lewis Morgan and Liam Robson
certainly hadn’t given up and Morgan found the head of Robson
from a corner on 18 minutes, but it was straight at the keeper.

Wells should have been two up on 29 minutes when Thomas
Bannerman-Williams hesitated on the edge of his own box,
allowing a Wells forward to get in a well struck shot only for
Dunk to pull off a great
one-handed save. The Ks did have
one chance before the half was out with centre-half Ben Stiff
blasting over from a corner on 38 minutes.
Two minutes after the restart, Luke Lipinski put Morgan through
on goal, but the shot went over the bar. Keynsham were then
awarded a penalty on 51 minutes when Lipinski was pulled
down in the area. Top goal scorer Ryan Ashwood stepped up
but the keeper dived the right way and parried the ball away.
Wells spurned two more good chances and matters then
became worse for the K’s with 20 minutes left when

second try under the posts. At 24-3 half time came with the K
support just waiting for the inevitable bonus try to come.

Berry Hill had other ideas though, and it was a rejuvenated team
that put Keynsham under pressure for most of the second half.
Two converted tries closed the gap to just seven points within 15
minutes. Keynsham dug deep however and came away 27-17
winners. Next week Avon RFC are the visitors at the Crown
Field.
The season’s misery continued for the seconds at home. The
came up against a rampant Tor RFC side, who were a welldrilled unit. Keynsham supplied a great deal of effort and heart,
but it was not enough and they lost 7-55. Their points came
from a penalty try converted by Gaz Deere. Dan Uren’s efforts
gave him the man of the match award.

Ash Sweeting got the man of the match award for the thirds as
they defeated Midsomer Norton 39-7 at home. There were tries
for Nick Towe (2), James Pearson, Louis Thorn, Dave Scott and
Geoff Green. Gino Rosolek kicked the points.
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Bannerman-Williams picked up two yellow cards in two minutes
and was dismissed by the referee.

However Keynsham looked the stronger team in the final 15
minutes and were rewarded with 10 minutes left. Sam Roberts
had a long shot deflected in the area and Ben Stiff flicked it on
past the stranded keeper to make it 1-1. Then right on the stroke
of full-time, Keynsham stole all three points when, after the ball
was ping-ponging around in the Wells penalty area, it bounced
off to Ryan Ashwood who made no mistake and sent the loyal
home fans wild.

That win makes it 10 points from the last five games and lifted
Keynsham out of the bottom two for the first time this season.
The scheduled visit of Shepton Mallet on Saturday 7th
December has now been postponed, due to the visitors being
reinstated in the FA Vase; however Keynsham Town’s Reserves
are coincidentally at home to Shepton Mallet at 3pm the same
afternoon.
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