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New train services coming off the rails at Keynsham
Throughout 2019, rail travellers in this region were
promised more trains and more seats once the new
timetable came into effect in December.
That promise may well have been delivered if you are
travelling to London but for commuters travelling from or to
Keynsham Station it has become a bit of a sick joke. So far
this year, stopping services between Bath and Bristol have
been plagued by cancellations and overcrowding, with
passengers left behind on the platform.
If the goal is to get people out of cars and onto public
transport, then Keynsham Station has been a success story.
Last year, more than 511,000 people used it, a rise of 12.5%
on the previous year. New housing has attracted buyers in
part through its location – just a short train ride to Bristol or
Bath. The development at Somerdale has brought new
employment and seen more people working at The Chocolate

Quarter than there were at the Cadbury factory when the
closure was announced. It has also generated new commuter
traffic with workers travelling into Keynsham, as well as
from it.
But the service, particularly during the morning and early
evening peaks, has been shambolic. Over the last two years
First Great Western Railway has brought ‘new’ commuter
trains into service following the electrification of services in
the Thames Valley. The arrival of the bi-mode Inter City
Electric (ICE) trains on London services has also seen the
older HST trains refurbished and shortened to run on regional
services. But despite this, rush hour trains still turn up at
Keynsham ‘short formed’ with only two carriages. And that’s
if they turn up at all. The largely ageing fleet of trains is
frequently plagued by mechanical failure.
For a number of years, one measure taken by FGW has been

Keynsham station

to stop one morning London to Bristol express train at
Keynsham to scoop up the large volume of commuters. But
even the new ICE trains are subject to an unusually high rate
of mechanical failure and are cancelled. Or, if there are
delays on the system, trains will travel directly from Bath to
Bristol without stopping.
A Facebook group called Users of Keynsham Station Forum
has become an almost daily tale of woe, with frequent posts
from frustrated travellers who have decided the only option
is to use their car. Last year, FGR introduced a compensation
system for passengers whose journeys are delayed, with a
sliding scale starting at 15 minutes. One user posted that he
travels to Bristol three times a week, had started back at work
on 6th January and by the 29th, had submitted 12
compensation claims.
But service failures are not the only problem facing rail
travellers since the introduction of the new timetable last
December.
Continued on page 3
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New train services coming off the rails at Keynsham
Continued from page 1
The timetable itself is designed in such a way that passengers
are going to be inconvenienced, regardless of how many
carriages there are on the trains. On a normal weekday
morning there are nine services between 7am and 9am which
stop at Keynsham en route to Bristol Temple Meads.
Returning from Bristol between 4.30pm and 7pm, there are
just five. The worst horror stories on the Facebook group
centre on the 1645 and 1745 services which, even if they are
not short formed, are continually overcrowded. One way to
redress some of the balance in passenger numbers would be
to stop the 1730 express service to London at Keynsham.
However, First have challenged the passengers’ claims over
cancellations. A spokesman told The Week In: “Over the last
month between 0800 and 0900 from Keynsham to Bristol;
and between 1700 and 1805 from Bristol to Keynsham we
have operated 97.5% of timetabled trains – i.e. cancelled a
very small number; and just over 93% of those ran within 15
minutes of the planned time.

Images from Users of Keynsham Station Forum’s
Facebook page

The Week in • Wednesday 12th February 2020

“While we have been increasing a number of the threecarriage trains (Portsmouth to Cardiff services) to five
carriages, we recognise that there is still more to do; and we
are always looking at ways to improve our timetable.”
With the arrival of new trains, the company also claimed that
an additional 7,000 weekday seats are being provided
between Bristol and Bath but the majority of these are on
services which do not stop at Keynsham. They avoided
giving us a comment on calls to stop the 1730 to Paddington
at Keynsham.
Last month, First GWR announced that passenger
satisfaction had risen by 8% since the introduction of the new
trains and services on the mainline to London. But the
consensus among Keynsham Station users is very clearly that
this has been achieved at the expense of local passengers.

Police appeal
after cyclist’s
shocking ordeal
on railway path
Police are making a renewed appeal for information after
an incident on the Bristol & Bath Railway Path.
A man in his 30s was cycling home from work near Forest
Road in Hillfields when two men blocked his path and
demanded he handed over his belongings.
He suffered a knife wound to both legs in the tussle, which
police say has had a life-changing impact.
The offenders fled empty-handed in the direction of Forest
Road.
Inquiries since the incident on Wednesday 18th December
at 7.15pm have provided police with a description of two
men they want to speak to in connection with the incident.
Both men are described as white, approximately 5ft 7in,
slim and in their late teens or early 20s.
One wore a dark olive coat with a white furry hood which
was up, and he had a distinctive face mask. He also wore
dark jeans. The second man was wearing similar clothing.
Patrols of the area have been increased since the incident
in December. Anyone with information about what
happened is asked to call the police on 101 and quote
reference number 5219291413.
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Putting the ‘wood’
back into Kingswood
On a recent sunny Saturday 19 volunteers
armed with spades planted a mixture of
trees at Westons Way field in Kingswood.
Nearly 200 trees were planted, including
hawthorn, dogwood and hazel which were
provided by the Woodland Trust as part of
their Big Climate Fightback.
According to the Woodland Trust, more than
400 tonnes of carbon per hectare can be
locked up in the trees, roots and soil of a
young wood with mixed native species. Yet,
due to centuries of deforestation, only 13%
of the UK’s land area currently has tree
cover, compared to a European average of
35%. The tree planting was organised by

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.
16,000 copies are distributed through
retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.
Verified pick-up rate of 97%.
Publisher
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767
Managing Editor
News Editor
Contributors

Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Becky Feather 07403 273967
Christine Rogers

Advertising

Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

Kingswood Climate Action Group who are
part of Friends of the Earth’s national climate
action group network.
The group are planning another tree planting
event on Saturday 29th February from
10.30am to noon, meeting at Westons Way.
Anyone who wants to take part is welcome
and advised to wear sensible shoes and bring
a spade or gardening fork if they have one.
Kingswood Climate Action Group meet once
a month on Tuesdays at the Queen’s Head on
Lower Hanham Road at 7:30pm. The next
meeting will be Tuesday 3rd March.
Find out more at https://kingswood
climate.wordpress.com/

Collision causes
gridlock in Keynsham
Keynsham town centre ground to a halt on Saturday morning after a collision between a
young boy and a vehicle near the roundabouts at the bottom of Bath Hill led to police closing
the road.
A South Western Ambulance Service spokesperson said: “We were called at 10.45am to
reports of a road traffic collision, reportedly involving a car and a pushbike.
“We attended with an ambulance, an operations officer and an air ambulance. One patient
was taken to hospital via land for further treatment.”
The air ambulance landed in the nearby Memorial Park.

Body pulled from River Avon
Police were called to reports of a body in the River Avon in the Castle Farm Road area of
Hanham at about 1.30pm on Tuesday 4th February.
The body of a woman was recovered by the fire service. The death is not believed to be
suspicious. Police are continuing to make inquiries on behalf of the coroner.

Store closure
rumour is denied
A rumour circulating in Keynsham that the Peacocks store
in the High Street is closing has been quashed.
A spokesperson for the clothing retailer told us this week
that the branch is definitely not closing.
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Interested in weaving?
Warmley Weavers is a group of people interested in weaving, spinning and dyeing who
welcome new members.
There are two groups that meet every week on Mondays from 7.30pm to 9.30pm and on
Wednesdays from 10.30am to 3.30pm.
The groups meet at the Clock Tower in Tower Road North. To find out more email Emily at
www.warmleyweavers@googlegroups.com
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Fears for another historic Kingswood pub
Pub campaigners are urging local people to step in and
help save a Kingswood inn which they fear is at risk of
being lost.
Until fairly recently The Old Flowerpot Inn on Kingswood
High Street, which was popular with local Bristol Rovers
football supporters, was run by ex-Rovers defender

Thieves target
catalytic convertors
Thieves stole a number of catalytic convertors from
vehicles in Keynsham on Monday 27th January
including two on Bristol Road between 7.30am and 6pm
and one on Bath Road between 1pm and 2.30pm.
All the vehicles were Toyotas and police are advising
drivers of these to take extra precautions.
Meanwhile someone smashed a car’s side windows
while it was parked on Lytes Cary Road in Keynsham
during the night of Sunday 26th January. There was no
attempt to enter the vehicle.
And someone tried to break into a garage in Hornbeam
Walk in Keynsham during the night of Saturday 25th
January. The lock was damaged in the attempt.
If you have any information regarding any of these
crimes contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Graham Day.
However, in early 2019 the pub, which is part of the
Wellington Pub Company, closed without warning and since
then it has remained closed and boarded up.
CAMRA Bristol Pubs Group say the loss is yet another blow
for local pub users following the closure of The
Highwayman, Tennis Court Inn, Anchor Made Forever and
The Shant, and it reduces the choice for those customers
wanting to visit traditional style pubs.
They say that 21 South Gloucestershire Council taxpayers
can nominate the pub as an Asset of Community Value

(ACV) to save it from any potential threat of permanent
closure.
ACV status means that if the owner of the property wants to
sell it, this cannot be done secretly as the local community
has to be given the right to make a bid for the property and
has a period of up to six months to do so.
Bristol Pubs Group will be meeting on Thursday 5th March
at 7pm at the Robin Hood at St Michael’s Hill in Bristol and
encourage former Old Flowerpot regulars and other
interested parties to contact them by email at
bristolpubsgroup@yahoo.co.uk
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3,500 customers hit by dairy
delivery firm’s staff shortage
A recruitment crisis at Milk & More’s
Keynsham depot has led to it suspending
doorstep deliveries to 3,500 customers.
The firm has apologised to those affected
and says it is doing all it can to fill the
vacancies at the Ashmead Road centre.
In a statement this week the company told
us: “Milk & More is on a journey to secure
the future of the great British milkman,
which had been in decline for 30 years. This
has led, over the last year, to a record number
of customers signing up for Milk & More in
Bristol and the surrounding area.
Unfortunately, this has coincided with
unprecedented staff shortages, as we
compete in Bristol with parcel delivery
services for new drivers.
“We currently have vacancies for nine
milkmen and women to be based at our
Keynsham Fulfilment Centre, which has 34
delivery rounds.
“We have been recruiting over the past few
months and will continue to do so until these

positions are filled but
despite strenuous efforts to
find a solution, with
immediate effect we have
regretfully
suspended
deliveries to 3,500 of our
17,000 customers in Bristol
and we will not be
accepting new customers
until further notice.
“We recognise that this is
far from ideal for our
customers and we are very
sorry for the inconvenience
this has caused. As soon as we have an
update on when we can resume deliveries,
we will let our customers know.”
Milk & More say that in order to secure the
future of the business it has made other
significant changes, including delivering to
customers pre-7am, which has been
“extremely well received”.
One of our older readers from Longwell

Green has contacted us to highlight her
concerns about the impact of the suspension
of deliveries on older and vulnerable
customers.
She has had milk delivered for more than 40
years but says she recently received a note
from Milk & More informing her that her
delivery was being suspended with
immediate effect due to staff shortages.
However, she believes only customers who
pay by cash and cheque are affected and that
customers with online accounts are still
getting deliveries.
She said: “The problem I have with this is
that the people that no longer are having their
milk delivered are the older population and
as we know some will have mobility
problems and that indicates to me not only
ageism but disablement issues as well and
that it is also forcing us to drink plastic milk
and all that involves.”
She added that milkmen and women play a
vital role in looking out for older and more
vulnerable customers in the community.
In response to her concerns, Milk & More
told us: “These recent delivery issues have
regrettably impacted customers, across all
the various ways in which they can manage

their account with us.
"Last year we also conducted a trial in Essex,
where we asked those who paid by cash or
cheque to sign up to manage their account
online or pay by Direct Debit offline by 31st
December 2019. The main reason for this
trial was to ensure the safety and welfare of
our milkmen and women.
“We have instances every year of our
milkmen and women being robbed and
injured because they collect cash and we
simply need to stop this happening.
“In addition, as we deliver pre-7am, our
milkmen and women can no longer come
back during the day to collect cash. This is
time that they need to be spending with their
family or sleeping.
“As a result of the success of the trial, from
the 1st March 2020, we will no longer accept
cash payments, but we will have three other
simple payment options for customers to
choose from including creating and
managing their account online at
www.milkandmore.co.uk,
moving
to
variable Direct Debit or paying by cheque.
“As soon as we have recruited new staff in
Bristol, we will be inviting customers to
resume their Milk & More service.”

Broadband business to sponsor
Keynsham Cricket Club
Truespeed, the Keynsham-based full fibre
broadband provider, will be sponsoring
Keynsham Cricket Club in a three-year deal
which will support the team’s players and
provide an important boost to a club that
has been rooted in the local community
since 1920.
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Dan Cripps, Keynsham Cricket Club
chairman, said: “2020 is the club’s
centenary year and by building long-term
relationships and partnerships with local
businesses, we can ensure the club will be
at the heart of the local community for the
next 100 years and beyond.”
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Developers scrap hotel
and apartments scheme
Plans for a hotel and apartments on the
site of the old Keynsham Fire Station have
been withdrawn.
In Issue 602 we reported an adventurous
proposal by the Phoenix Group (DW) to
create a 42-bedroom hotel, nine apartments
and office space, as well as retail units and a
restaurant between the civic centre building

West view

and the new Riverside View development.
B&NES Council’s officer for urban design
and sustainable construction objected to the
plan on the basis of its height and scale,
stating: “There is no space allowed around
the building to provide a setting for such a
mass, and it competes in stature with the
civic centre, which is large because of the

Pic credits: Winsor & Leaman Architects

civic nature of the building.
This scheme should remain
more modest in size to reflect
its use and specific site
conditions.”
The officer also felt that a
more thorough examination
of the site prior to drawing up
the plans would have resulted
in a scheme that posed less of
a threat to the amenity of
neighbours. “The adjacent
homes have their amenity
diminished by proposals and the link to the
main public space is compromised into a
poor quality tunnel because of the quantum
of development proposed. It is recommended
that a thorough site analysis is carried out to
inform proposals. This is a brief-led scheme,
which is why it fails to create a quality
proposal in the context and site.”

Keynsham Town Council also raised
concerns over the scale of the project and
proximity to the new apartments being
constructed and now occupied in the former
Riverside office building.
The architects, Winsor & Leaman, wrote to
B&NES Council on 24th January on behalf
of the developer to ask for the planning
application to be withdrawn.
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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Work to reduce flood risk
to Brislington homes
A flood defence which protects more than 100 properties
in Brislington is getting improved to the tune of £2m.
Built by Bristol City Council, the Brislington flood defence
scheme is about 40 years old and walls of the channel are in
need of repair. If the wall collapses, the channel could
become blocked.
There is also a metal screen which stops trash and other
debris from blocking a flood relief tunnel. Despite regular
clearing, the screen can become blocked during heavy rain.
Adding a platform will allow Environment Agency staff to
clear the screen safely during these times.
Getting to the screen can also be challenging. Creating a new
access track through Nightingale Valley, routed to reduce the
need for tree felling, will avoid the need for disruptive work
at the current access point at St Anne’s Terrace.
Ten ash and sycamore trees will need to be removed and the
council will plant 33 trees which will more than mitigate the
loss.
Environment Agency operations manager Ron Curtis said:
“Brislington is a key flood defence and making these
improvements now will keep it fit for purpose - cutting the
risk of people’s homes becoming flooded.”
The work began at the end of January and is due to be
completed by the autumn.
Asher Craig, Deputy Mayor for Communities at Bristol City
Council, said: “The work being carried out by the
Environment Agency at Brislington Brook is important to
protect people’s homes from future flooding and has been

Beat surgery
in Keynsham

carefully
planned
to
minimise the loss of trees
whilst allowing clear access
to the flood defence site.
“Trees being removed will
be replaced by the council
with involvement from the
community to identify
suitable planting sites.
Overall the city’s ambition
is to increase the tree
canopy of Bristol through
schemes such as One Tree
per Employee, which
launched in November last
year and has already been
successful, with 57 Bristol
businesses buying a tree for
each of their 2,400 staff.”

:A maintenance platform will allow staff to safely clear trash
from this screen during flooding

Busy season for woodland volunteers
The Friends of Avon Valley Woodlands had a coppicing
training day on Saturday 1st February at Conham River Park.
A dozen volunteers gathered to hear Anna Brunton, of Avon
Woodland Trust, explain the reasons behind coppicing and to
learn how it is done. They then cut back a number of hazel
trees to create 'stools' and used the 'arisings' to make their first
dead hedge. The day was helped by fine weather and hot
sausages for lunch.
In December 250 new trees were planted at Conham River
Park including oaks, hazels and sweet chestnuts, in three areas

focusing on creating a new woodland edge border and
replacing ash trees which have had to be felled due to ash
dieback.
The trees were funded by Network Rail through its Greater
West Programme after South Gloucestershire Council’s joint
successful bid with Bristol City Council to create a nature
haven at Eastwood Farm and Conham River Park, adjacent
nature reserves separated by the River Avon.
To get involved with the Friends group visit
www.facebook.com/foavw/

Keynsham residents are invited to meet the local
policing team at a beat surgery at Community at 67 in
Queens Road on Wednesday 19th February between
10.30 and noon.
The police will have their ‘Sheducation’ display and will
be offering security advice about garages and sheds
following a recent spate of garages that have been
targeted by criminals around Keynsham.
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Controversial industrial
site revamp is approved
Plans to build new industrial units off a
narrow country lane in Bitton have been
approved, despite local concerns.
South
Gloucestershire
Council’s
Development Control Committee last week
backed Shield Logistics’ application to
redevelop the Redfield Lodge Works in
Newpit Lane and build five new units and a
site office, as well as changing the access.
The original application to redevelop the site,
submitted in 2018, proposed eight units for
B1 (research and development, industrial
process), B2 (general industry) and B8
(storage and distribution). The scheme also
included a home and a site office.
But after council officers raised “significant”
concerns about the impact on the nearby
listed building, the Green Belt and road
safety, new plans were resubmitted for the
partial demolition of the existing buildings
and to build five B1 units with a site office
and altered access.
The new scheme met with the approval of
council officers, but parish and district
councillor Paul Hughes referred the decision
to the Development Control Committee,
citing concerns about the access,
inappropriate development in the Green Belt,
overdevelopment, increased traffic and the
proximity to a Grade II listed building.
A representative for the applicant told the
committee that Shield Environmental
proposes to occupy one of the new units for
storage and the remainder would be leased

to businesses as purpose-built
light industrial units. She said
there would be a “modest”
increase in floorspace following
redevelopment and that the works
to the access would improve exit
visibility: “This, combined with
the removal of HGVs, will
deliver a highway safety
betterment in comparison to the
existing use of the site.”
She
stressed
that
the
redevelopment would not lead to
overlooking or overbearing
affecting the neighbouring
property.
Parish councillor Sue Hawking,
who walks, drives and rides her
horse through the area, told the
committee that the site is currently
unobtrusive and hidden behind a wall, which
would be partly demolished. She said the
proposal was over-intensification of the site.
Newpit Lane and the approach from
Redfield Hill are narrow with few passing
places and have ‘Quiet Lanes’ status. Cllr
Hawking said the route is popular for leisure
use but is also a rat run and that the proposed
redevelopment would increase traffic: “For
residents in this area it is a daily nightmare
waiting for yet another accident to happen.
Many local residents have taken the trouble
to voice their concerns and if this goes ahead
it looks as if their quality of life is just being

ignored for the sake of industrial
development.”
Cllr Paul Hughes added: “It is a completely
unacceptable place for a sustainable
business.”
And Erica Williams, who also sits on both
councils, told the committee that she found
it hard to believe that the proposals would
only result in an extra eight vehicle
movements per day as stated.
She also pointed out that the applicant says
there is a bus route but in fact it goes through
Oldland Common from where employees
would have to walk to Newpit Lane with no
lighting or pathway.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Maria Skuse, who lives in the listed
farmhouse next to the site, added that the size
of the development would nearly double in
floorspace and volume, not by the 10% as
stated in the plans, as there are movable and
temporary containers that have been put on
the planning application as existing units.
She said the application was incorrect to
state that the total floorspace of the new units
would not be a lot bigger than the existing
floorspace.
The committee approved the plans, with
member Sarah Pomfret saying that the
scheme would tidy up the site and reduce the
HGVs that currently use it.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 16th February

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
‘Luddite’ attitude to
Bristol Airport expansion
Dear Editor
Why all the fear in Keynsham over Bristol
Airport expansion? Yes, you can hear the
planes flying overhead, but it is hardly what
you would call a serious noise pollution
issue.
I live directly under the flight path of many
planes and the lights shining in bedrooms is
no issue at all, it just indicates that those who
use this issue to object are only objecting for
the sake of objecting, no argument at all, in
fact petty.
And why are there doubts about any effect
on the economy; it is beyond doubt that more
people coming to Bristol and the South West
will improve the economy of Bristol and
surrounding areas and the South West as a
whole.
I am by no means a pollution fan, but do not
carry a Luddite attitude to progress.
B Charles

Union Flag should always
fly on public buildings
Dear Editor
I am absolutely appalled at Heather
Goddard's letter in Issue 613. She should be
proud, not “horrified”, to see our Union Flag,
the national flag of the United Kingdom,
flying on Kingswood Civic Centre. She
would it seems, prefer to bin the Union Flag
and fly the EU flag instead.
The Union Flag was flown on that particular
day to commemorate Brexit Day, not
necessarily celebrate it. The day needed to
be marked, you cannot ignore it.
Personally, I would like to see the Union
Flag flying on all public buildings all year
round, not just special days.
M Bridges
Kingswood
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Pride in Britain
Dear Stephen
In reply to Heather Goddard’s letter last
week, I feel like she has not got much British
about her as without our Union Jack for our
country and Armed Forces, where would our
identity be? France, the United States, most
countries have their flags flying and they are
so proud.
Good on you South Glos Council for flying
our Union Jack. I had them flying in my
garden and am very proud of being British.
Also, my husband always voted
Conservative and myself Labour but we had
a good marriage. Let the best man win.
Grow up Heather Goddard and come out of
primary school.
M Thatcher

Flag row
Dear Stephen
I'm entirely in agreement with Heather
Goddard (Letters, 5 February) over the
hoisting of the Union Flag outside the
council offices last Friday.
It was only because the council is
Conservative controlled. If any other party
had control it would have more likely been
the EU flag or a black one. I've noticed that
the council doesn't bother to raise the flag
when it's a royal birthday any longer.
And in last week’s front page story, so
Lloyds thinks that there's a "regular" bus
service between Hanham and Kingswood.
The notoriously unreliable 17 is not my idea
of "regular” and it's only once an hour.
Roger Sutcliffe, Kingswood

Take part in diabetes
survey
Dear Editor
We know that diabetes technology, like Flash
glucose monitoring, continuous glucose

monitoring and insulin pumps can greatly
improve people’s health and quality of life.
But too many people still don’t have access
to the technology they need to best manage
their condition.
Shockingly, in some areas of the UK, only
5% of people with Type 1 diabetes can
access Flash, compared with more than 70%
in other areas. What’s more, we’re seeing
growing numbers of people with Type 2
diabetes self-funding Flash because the
technology isn’t available to them on the
NHS.
People with and affected by diabetes have
told us they want to see better access to
diabetes technology. And we agree. But now
we want to hear about your experiences.
So talk to us. Our survey at smartsurvey.co.uk/s/diabetestech – is now
live and is open until 1 March. Whether your
experiences have been positive or negative,
whether you want to talk about yourself, or
about someone you care for, your views will
help shape our work in this vital area.
With your help, we can ensure that everyone
who could benefit from diabetes technology
can access it.
Phaedra Perry
Diabetes UK South West Regional Head

walking along the road to collect my car
from My Garage Services, who had just told
me my car had passed its MoT. Southmead
Hospital say that I will need a bit of work on
me in order to pass my next one but I am
very grateful to all those who helped me.
Mr Gibbs, Kingswood

Thank you to pair who
helped after my collapse

It will affect Hanham High Street, just as it
is affecting trade in Staple Hill. All this just
to make you bank online - doesn’t matter that
people lose their jobs! How about the elderly
people; ah yes, they can take money out and
pay in the post office but cannot pay a bill
unless they pay a fee. I now pay my bills by
cheque.
What happened to appreciating customer
loyalty and good of the community? All the
banks are interested in is profits for the
shareholders.
J White, Soundwell

Dear Editor
A belated thank you to the young couple who
helped me out after I had collapsed on
Woodland Way, Kingswood, around midday
on Tuesday 21st January. The lady had to get
off to work but her friend/partner stayed with
me until the ambulance they had called came
to take me to hospital.
There were several other people driving by
who stopped to enquire about my condition
and I was very grateful for that. I was

Banks only care about
profits
Dear Sir
When I first moved the Downend/Staple Hill
area in the early 1980s, Staple Hill had three
banks and Downend had three.
Now Staple Hill has none and soon only one
in Downend - they lied when they said that
Staple Hill was under used, it was always
busy and you had to queue!
I asked the manager why it was closing and
was told it’s about “cost of running the
branch”.
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LETTERS
Rebuke to ‘crazy’ driver
Dear Editor
On Monday 3rd February I was driving
along Keynsham Road towards Keynsham
when a car pulled out in front of me at Avon
Mill Lane to turn right towards Willsbridge.
To avoid hitting the vehicle I applied my foot
brake immediately and blew the horn.
I did not hit the vehicle but unfortunately the
car behind me went into the back of my car.
My vehicle then ended up on the wrong side
of the road facing towards Station Road and
20 feet away from the junction of Avon Mill
Lane.
Luckily there was no traffic coming down
Station Road, otherwise the accident could
have been worse than what it was.
Due to the two damaged cars on the road,
this was causing a build-up of traffic. To try
and ease the congestion I endeavoured to
direct the traffic around the accident area and
for safety reasons I was wearing a viz jacket.
I was quite shocked at the amount of abuse
and bad language towards me by drivers who
were stuck in the traffic jam.
I would like to thank the pedestrians who
offered their help at the accident spot and
also the police who were so supporting and
helpful.
Regarding the crazy driver who pulled out of
Avon Mill Lane, he is responsible for writing
off two cars and an injury to one of the
passengers in the accident.
I only hope he can live with his guilt – but I
doubt it.
Name & address supplied

Bus service anomaly
Dear Sir
While First Bristol has again been nibbling
away at the bus services from the
Kingswood/ North Common/Oldland
Common area to Bath, it has left an anomaly

in its evening services.
The newly numbered No.18 reaches Bath at
19.36, 20.05, 21.03 and 21.53. However, the
last bus back from Bath to the area, the No.
19, leaves Bath Bus Station at 18.30.
This means that anyone going to an evening
out in Bath by bus cannot return unless they
travel back via Bristol Centre.
What happens to those later buses arriving
in Bath? Do they stay there or travel
back empty? They could go back with
passengers even if it is only to Kingswood
where there are plenty of onward buses into
Bristol.
Patrick Horton
Bitton

Half fare incentive
Dear Editor
At the KeynshamNow meeting on 5th
February we passed a resolution stating that
half fares on buses and trains should be
raised to 21 years.
We believe that if we are to take the Climate
Emergency seriously there needs to be an
incentive to encourage young people to use
public transport rather than buy older,
polluting cars and motorbikes.
We don’t understand why 16 years is the age
when we have to pay full fares and assume
it’s an out-of-date historic reason when most
young people would have been earning at
that age. Now everybody has to be in fulltime education up to the age of 18.
We note that old people get free bus passes
and whilst we don’t begrudge them this
luxury, it seems that most will have a higher
income than teenagers in full-time education
or students or those working for
apprenticeships or on minimum wage which
is set lower for young people.
Delilah Hutton
Deputy Chair, KeynshamNow

Who remembers Sister
Rose Marie Horseman?
Dear Week In Readers
I am looking for anyone who was a member
of The Ladies Glades who knew Sister Rose
Marie Horseman.
She was a member of Glades’ female section
of The Royal Antediluvian Order of
Buffaloes which held their meetings at the
Wingrove pub, Queens Road, Keynsham
until it stopped in the late 1990s.
I am doing this on behalf of Rose and would
love it if you could get in touch with me.
Many thanks.
Ian Powell
07464 839202

park.
In the new scheme to “improve the public
realm” it is proposed to put a string of
bollards along the High Street to protect
cyclists from oncoming traffic. Taken
together with the other proposal to widen the
pavements, emergency vehicles will not be
able to use the High Street but will have to
loop around Ashton Way through three sets
of traffic lights and a zebra crossing.
Does this make sense to you? For everyone’s
safety cyclists should be relocated to Back
Lane, leaving the High Street truly one-way
and with no bollards.
Sheila Crocombe

Write to us
Getting through town
when time is of the essence
Dear Stephen
On Saturday 8th February there was a
serious accident in Keynsham involving a
young cyclist at the junction of Fox and
Hounds Lane and the A4.
Ambulances saved precious minutes by
using the contraflow cycle lane in the High
Street. Time was clearly of the essence as the
air ambulance had been ordered – it used the

The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest.

We

aim to produce a balanced and accurate
view of local news and welcome
comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300
words and supply your full name and
address for reasons of authentication.
Only the name and district where you
live will be reproduced. Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive at
our offices no later than 9.00am on
the Monday of each week.
E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Grab a
bargain
There will be a jumble sale
at Pucklechurch Community Centre at Saturday
22nd February at 2pm in aid
of the village church.
As well as bric-a-brac,
books and retro jewellery,
there will be cakes, jams
and pickles, plus a raffle and
refreshments.
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Local derbies for
Keynsham Town FC
Having returned to the Premier Division
of the Toolstation Western League,
Keynsham Town will entertain one of
their closest neighbours, Bitton, at the
AJN Stadium this Saturday (15th
February) for the first league encounter
in many seasons.
Keynsham sit comfortably in mid-table after
wins against Cribbs, Bridport and most
recently at Cadbury Heath. The Ks have
averaged a crowd of nearly 150 this season
which is due in the main to their attacking
style of play and the entertaining games they

produce.
While the 4-2 win over Bridport and 3-1
victory over title chasers Bradford Town
showed their attacking flair, recent matches
have also demonstrated their ability to dig
deep in defence when necessary.
Bitton will prove to be tough opponents as
demonstrated by their progress in the
Buildbase FA Vase this season. Following
this local derby, Keynsham travel just down
the road to Brislington the following
Tuesday for another match that should
produce a good crowd.

Action from Keynsham Town’s 4-2 victory over Bridport
Photo credit: Pete Ricketts

Crossword

Battery power
for City Hall
At their recent Cabinet meeting Bristol
City Council approved a plan to use
battery power and save around £16,000
on running costs at City Hall.
The innovative scheme, run in partnership
with Bristol Energy, will involve the
installation of a battery in the basement
this spring. The storage system will allow
the council to generate savings by
charging the battery when energy prices
are low before discharging when they are
at their peak. The battery will also help the
council cut its carbon emissions as the
grid is often most carbon intensive at peak
hours.
Bristol Energy, which powers all the
council’s sites, will support the council to
benefit from the system, which can also
be used to gain an income by helping
balance the grid or save on money
through ‘peak shifting’.
Samantha Nicol, Head of Innovation at
Bristol Energy, said: “Battery storage is a
vital component in the transition to clean
energy. We are thrilled that the council
have given the go ahead to the City Hall
Battery Project, which will reduce the

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Hard to understand
(8)

2. Link (4)

6. Wharf (4)

4. Joined (6)

8. Garland (3)

5. Flair (4)

9. Candied cake
decoration (8)

6. Frogmen (6)

10. Weathercock (4)
12. Lopsided (5)
14. Swiss currency (5)
17. Sea eagle (4)
18. Catastrophe (8)
20. Tolerable (8)
24. Equivalent (4)
25. Frequently (5)
26. Takes in (5)
29. Church service (4)
30. Antipathy (8)
31. Be unwell (3)
32. Developed (4)
33. Part of church (8)
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3. African fly (6)

7. Relating to dogs (6)
11. Speed (mus.) (5)
12. Anxiety (5)
13. Exert (5)
14. Obese (3)
15. Book of maps (5)
16. Belief (5)
19. Managed (3)
21. Romantic intrigue (6)
22. Playground item (6)
23. Cry of discovery (6)
24. Putrefaction (6)
27. Stop (4)
28. Frolic (4)

council’s energy bills while helping
Bristol Energy explore new revenue
streams. This is a key new area of
commercialisation for the council and
future opportunities for City Leap.”
The council and Bristol Energy are also
working together on the ‘Save with Solar’
project, which aims to help council
tenants reduce their energy bills and
carbon emissions using solar and battery
technology.
The pilot involves the installation of solar
panels and domestic batteries, owned by
the council, in social housing properties
across the city, in areas including
Brislington and Broomhill.
Participating homes are offered account
credit, and a special discounted rate on
their electricity bill for the two year-long
trial that reflects the expected savings that
the technology will bring.
After the trial, the homes will retain the
solar panels and batteries. Installations are
due to begin in the spring, and if the
project is successful, Save with Solar
could be rolled out to more of the
council’s social housing tenants.

Party in Page Park
to mark 75th
anniversary of VE Day
On 8th May 1945, a spontaneous party with music and
dancing started around the bandstand in Page Park in Staple
Hill to celebrate the momentous announcement of Victory
in Europe Day.
To mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day a party in the park
is being planned to honour the original celebrations - 75
years to the day after they took place.
The May Day Bank Holiday is traditionally held on a
Monday but for 2020 it has been put back to Friday 8th
May. The Staple Hill and district branch of the Royal
British Legion is working with other community groups to
organise the party and a crowdfunding appeal has been
launched to raise £2,000 for the celebrations. To donate visit
https://tinyurl.com/s248q64
The party will run from 11am to 4pm and it’s hoped there
will be plenty of music, activities and displays for all ages.
Anyone interested in getting involved, such as 1940s
reenactors, bands, singers, dancers, outdoor activities and
stallholders, is invited to email staplehillrbl@gmail.com or
visit Staplehillrbl on Facebook.
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Mini Cops join the police
for speed watch duty
The ‘Mini Cops’ from Parkwall Primary School in
Cadbury Heath carried out speed watches with the police
last Wednesday.
Dressed in their uniforms and with clipboards to record
evidence, pupils joined police and PCSO officers at two sites
where speeding is a problem – Parkwall Road and Mill Lane.
Avon & Somerset’s Mini Police project is aimed at Year 5
children aged nine and ten. The pupils support police
priorities through participation in community engagement
events. The youngsters took turns in using the speed recorder
and talking to drivers who were pulled over by the police for
breaking the speed limit. The Mini Cops asked the drivers
not to speed as they may hit an innocent person and hurt
them. They also told them that this was a warning but next
time they could receive a £100 fine and three points on their
licence. They also handed out ‘speeding tickets’ they had

PC Lee Humphreys shows pupils how to use
the speed recorder

Pupils on duty in Mill Lane

Premium fullyserviced offices
New World Business Centre in Station Road, Warmley,
provide a professional business environment tailored to
your needs. They offer fully-serviced offices, virtual office
packages and a superb meeting venue.
There is currently one ‘must see’ office space to let, plus
30% off full-day conference room bookings with the advert
below.
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designed.
Other drivers who had not been speeding were stopped by
the police and thanked by the Mini Cops for driving carefully.
Cllr Jon Parker, from Oldland Parish Council, which through
The Week In asked for speedwatch volunteers last month,
visited both speed watch sites to thank the Mini Cops.
If you can spare a couple of hours every two or three weeks
to join the team email the parish council’s clerk at
victoria.hicks@ oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk

Snowdrop
Sunday
St James the Great Church at Abson will be holding
its annual Snowdrop Sunday on 16th February from
2pm to 4pm.
Visitors can admire the snowdrops in the churchyard
and also enjoy teas in the church. Proceeds will go to
church funds.

CCTV planned for Downend
town centre to combat crime
Residents are being asked to have their say on plans to install
three CCTV cameras in Downend town centre to tackle an
ongoing problem with anti-social behaviour.
Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council has been pushing
for CCTV due to higher levels of ASB around the main
shopping area over the last four years.
Before making a final decision, South Gloucestershire
Council is keen to hear from local businesses and residents
on how they feel about the proposal, and an eight-week long
consultation has now been launched.
The cameras would be on the corner of the A432 Badminton
Road and Cleeve Hill, near the Horseshoe pub in Downend
Road and near the roundabout opposite the shopping centre.
The aim is to deter anti-social behaviour as well as provide
police with evidence of incidents when necessary.
The consultation which runs until Friday 27th March. More
information will also be available at a drop-in event at
Downend Folk House Association at Lincombe Barn on
Monday 9th March from 3.30pm to 6.30pm.
South Glos Council says it has collated and reviewed police

crime and incident data from the town centre between
January 2017 and December 2019: “The results of this data
reflect a prevalence of a range of crime types, including
shoplifting and public order offences, which could be more
effectively tackled through the use of CCTV. These types of
crimes are similar to those seen in Hanham, currently
supports a CCTV system and has a similar size night-time
economy.”
The total installation cost would be about £30,000, paid for
by Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council, with ongoing
costs of approximately £10,000 per annum funded by South
Gloucestershire Council.

Jumble sale
There will be a jumble sale organised by the school’s PTA
on Saturday 14th March from 1pm to 3.30pm in Ubley
Village Hall.
People are invited to bring donations to the hall between
9am and 11am.
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Watchdog flags up concerns
at Keynsham care home
Concerns have been raised by the independent regulator
about leadership of a Keynsham care home.
The Care Quality Commission paid an unexpected visit to
Sunnymede in Vandyck Avenue in November, prompted in
part due to “anonymous concerns relating to the quality and
safety of care people were receiving”.
The home was providing personal and nursing care for 24
older people when it was visited by the inspectors last
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November, who have now published their report.
In terms of being well-led, the service has been rated as
inadequate and requiring improvement in terms of being safe,
effective and responsive. It was found to be good for caring.
The CQC said that since its previous inspection of
Sunnymede in 2018, improvements had been made to the
management of people's medicines, although shortfalls
remained. The inspectors found further shortfalls relating to
the reporting of incidents that affected the
health, safety and welfare of people, accuracy
of records, storage of records, person-centred
care, infection control, staffing and quality
assurance.
They said sufficient numbers of qualified staff
were not always deployed to meet the needs of
people who needed support, for example, with
pressure ulcer management and catheter care.
Residents were not always protected from the
risks of infection, because staff did not always
follow published infection control guidance.
And they were not always safeguarded from
abuse because incidents such as unexplained
bruising were not reported to the local authority.
Joel Prince
The inspectors said however that staff were

caring and respectful and throughout their visit they saw staff
demonstrating acts of kindness and thoughtfulness. Residents
and relatives spoke positively to the inspectors and said they
felt safe in the home.
Sunnymede has received an overall rating of requires
improvement for the last two consecutive inspections.
The Week In has asked the home, run by Leeds-based
Woodland Healthcare Ltd, if it wishes to respond to the
issues raised in the report.

Arson attack
on stolen car
A car was stolen from Hencliffe Way in Hanham between
9pm on Sunday 2nd February and midday the following
day.
The blue Seat Leon was later abandoned at Cloverlea Road
in Oldland Common, with damage to the interior as
someone has tried to set fire to it.
If you have any information regarding this incident, contact
the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.
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Running in aid of
children’s hospital appeal
Colin Hale from Willsbridge will be running
his 35th Bath Half Marathon next month.
A veteran of several different half-marathons
and 10k runs, as well as the London Marathon,
the Bath event has always been his favourite.
“The Bath Half is just an amazing event. The
support from the crowd just makes the day
worthwhile,” he said.
Over the years he has raised thousands of
pounds for charity and for this year’s event, on
Sunday 5th March, he will be running on behalf
of Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal for Bristol
Children’s Hospital.
When it’s time for a haircut, Colin has always
been a customer at Blades in Keynsham. As we
have reported previously in The Week In,
Blades manager Helen is no stranger to distance
running herself and she has decided to join
Colin next month in Bath for which will be her
last road run.
There is a collection box for the Grand Appeal
in the Blades salon on Temple Street and
anyone who wants to sponsor the pair is
welcome to drop in.

Patrols after anti-social
behaviour at retail park
The local beat team are carrying out patrols at Emersons
Green Retail Park where there has been a flare-up of antisocial behaviour.
The problem was discussed at the recent meeting of the
Downend, Emersons Green and Frenchay Community
Engagement Forum.
The forum heard from the police that Acceptable Behaviour
Contracts have been written up for those offending. If
breached, the next step is to issue a Community Protection
Warning which if breached can lead to a Community
Protection Notice. Failing to comply with a CPN is a
criminal offence.

Garage break-in
A garage in Craven Close in Longwell Green was broken into between 8pm and 11pm on
Saturday 1st February, after the main roller shutter door was forced. Nothing appears to
have been stolen.

All aboard at heritage
railway for half term
Avon Valley Railway is running its first
trains of 2020 this February half term.
The heritage railway in Bitton will be
running its diesel multiple unit (DMU) or
diesel-hauled trains daily except Monday
and Friday from 15th to 23rd February.
Trains depart regularly from 11am until
4pm with tickets costing £8 for adults, £7
for concessions and £5 for children. A
family ticket (two adults and up to four
children) costs £23.50, while all children
under five travel free.
Mark Simmons, the railway’s commercial
and business manager, said: “February half

term is a great time to visit the railway and
enjoy a trip onboard our trains. Our DMU
train has big windows offering lovely views
over the Avon Valley and you also get to see
the driver at work up close in the front cab.
“Our café will be open from 9.30am each
day too serving breakfast, lunch and tea and
cake.”
The next trains will then run on Mothers’
Day with a special three-course ‘Pines
Express’ dining train departing at 12.15pm.
Some seats are still available at £40 per
person and can be booked at
www.avonvalleyrailway.org

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Advertising feature

New concrete business opens in Keynsham
A new concrete business serving the Bristol and Bath area
has opened in Keynsham.
4 Concrete, with its distinctive blue and white vehicles, is a
family-run business based in Old Station Yard, just off Avon

Help clean up your
local neighbourhood
South Gloucestershire Council’s annual Spring Clean
campaign runs between Sunday 23rd February and Sunday
10th May when local groups, individuals, schools and town
and parish councils are invited to hold a litter pick in their
community.
A litter pick does not have to be a big organised event –
you and your friends, neighbours or family may just decide
to have a clean-up of your local park, street or pathway.
However big or small, the council can loan equipment for
free to help you run your litter pick successfully. By
registering, the council can also keep track of how much
rubbish is collected across the district during the Spring
Clean.
If you cannot dispose of the litter you collect, the council
can arrange to collect the bags for you.
To find out more visit www.southglos.gov.uk/big
springclean or call 01454 868000.

Mill Lane. It has been set up by Jamie Britt and brothers
Steve and Paul James who all know the industry well.
General manager Jamie says they had identified the market
was there to set up a business and had been looking for
suitable premises for a while. They took over the former
Hanson site in Keynsham last August and built the plant
using the latest equipment and machinery.
4 Concrete has now been up and running for two months and
the business is going well, supplying to domestic,

commercial and industrial clients. 4 Concrete has five trucks
and will be looking to get a sixth one in March. The company
also supplies screed and will shortly be manufacturing ‘Lego’
concrete blocks to order. These interlocking blocks can be
used for a variety of purposes, including as security barriers.
4 Concrete is open six days a week. As well as deliveries,
collections from 0.3 metres upwards are welcome and the
location allows easy access for customers.
Call 01179 862672 or drop in and see Jamie for a quote.

Rescued horse in
need of surgery
A Shire horse rescued by
Whitchurch-based horse welfare
charity HorseWorld is in need of
surgery costing around £3,000.
Lolly was part of a big rescue
operation involving 19 Shire
horses in November 2017.
The five-year-old Lolly has been
battling
with
neurological
problems since her arrival and has
now progressed to a stage where
she is doing well. However, she
now has a different problem as one
of her molar teeth is coming
through twisted.
Assistant yard manager Vicky
Greenslade said: “Even in the short
space of time this tooth has begun
twisting, it has created a gap which
becomes packed with food and is
causing infection.”
To find out how you can help visit
www.horseworld.org.uk/lolly or
call 01275 832425.
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Accommodation
providers wanted
Bristol Sport is seeking to recruit full-time and respite
host families for the coming season.
You will need to provide a welcoming environment for
full-time football scholars aged 16 and above. The
accommodation should be within easy access of public
transport - bus route or train station links – to SGS
College, WISE Campus and/or Ashton Gate Stadium.
To express your interest or for further information on the
application process contact academy.jobs@bcfc.co.uk
Bristol Sport is committed to safeguarding and

Sunday afternoon walk
The first Sunday footpath walk of 2020, organised jointly by

Walks are led by Clive Brett who can be contacted by email

Bitton and Hanham Abbots parish councils, will be on

at clive@brett.org.uk or on 0743 486 9429.

Sunday 23rd February, meeting at Swineford Picnic Area for
a 2.30pm set-off.
The walk around the Upton Cheyney area is a hilly one and

Situations Vacant

will take around three hours.
There is a list of all the parish walks lined up this year at
www.bittonparishcouncil.co.uk
The walks are open to all ages but those under 16 should be
accompanied by a responsible adult. If you bring a dog, you
will be responsible for keeping it on a lead where appropriate.

promoting the welfare of children and young people.
The Bristol Sport Safeguarding team can be reached on:
07880 140411.

Fitness for
new mums
A new post-natal exercise class called Buggy Fitness
begins on Fridays on 28th February at Cadbury Heath
Children’s Centre in Parkwall Road.
Classes will start at 10am. It is a chance to meet other
parents, get active and have fun.
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Parking shake-up
in Downend
The second phase of a major parking review in
Downend is now under way.
As the Downend ward is a large area to cover, the review
is being split into three phases. The purpose is to
introduce additional restrictions where inconsiderate
parking is an issue, remove unnecessary restrictions and
address requests from residents to accommodate
additional parking provision.
The roads affected in this phase are: Amberley Road,
Badminton Road, Boscombe Crescent, Cave Close,
Cleeve Avenue, Cleeve Gardens, Cleeve Hill, Cleeve
Hill Extension, Cleeve Lodge Close, Cleeve Lodge
Road, Cleeve Park Road, Cleeve Wood Road,
Clevedale, Farm Court, Farm Road, Graham Road,
Heath Road, Meadow Close, Oakdale Avenue, Oakdale
Court, Oakdale Road, Overndale Road, Sandringham
Road, Westbourne Road and Westerleigh Road.
To find out more and respond to this consultation and
have your views taken into account, there is a
questionnaire on the council’s website – search under
‘Consultations’. If you do not have access to the internet
call 01454 868004.
The deadline is 24th February.

Village gets a second defibrillator
The village of Bitton now has two
defibrillators available for public
use.
In December (Issue 606) we
reported on how the community had
pulled together to raise money for an
AED
(automated
external
defibrillator) on the wall of the
White Hart in memory of pub
regular Ian Cook from Oldland
Common who died after suffering a
heart attack there.
Now another defibrillator has been
installed at the other end of the
village, on the wall at the front of
Bitton Sports & Social Club on Bath
Road. Bitton AFC had already
purchased the defibrillator and the parish council supported
them with the purchase of the cabinet through CIL
(Community Infrastructure Levy) funding.
John Langdon, chairman of Bitton AFC, said: “At Bitton
AFC are grateful for the financial contribution by the parish
council to enable us to enter the joint venture and make
available to the community the life-saving equipment.
“The defibrillator has been registered with the South West
Ambulance Service and fully commissioned for use as and

when the need arises.”
Defibrillators, which are easy to use, deliver an electric shock
to the heart when someone is having a cardiac arrest. The
time between cardiac arrest and defibrillation is critical.
To give local people confidence, a St John Ambulance
representative ran a session at the church hall in Bitton on
Saturday at which she spoke about and demonstrated first
aid, including how to use defibrillators.
More than 30 people attended.

Situations Vacant
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Police release CCTV images
in hunt for serial thief
Officers investigating a number of thefts would like to
speak to the woman in these images.
Police have five reported incidents involving victims in
Bristol city centre, Brislington, Patchway and Weston-superMare, with one on the X39 bus between Saltford and Bristol.
They happened in November 2018, November 2019 and
January of this year. Two of the victims were in their 20s with
the others aged between 59 and 75. In most cases a purse or
wallet was stolen and then the bank cards used to make
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purchases, while in one a mobile phone was taken.
If you recognise the woman or have any other information
which could help, get in touch with PC 3701 Picton through
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact or by calling 101,
quoting reference 5220004804.
Alternatively ring the independent charity Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.
Police advice to deter pickpockets includes keeping purses,
wallets and phones in a zipped bag or inside pocket.

Help to cut fuel
bills in Keynsham
Keynsham Community Energy (KCE) is to give local
people a boost in their efforts to cut fuel bills, keep their
homes warm and help the environment.
A grant of almost £3,000 from the Bath and West
Community Energy Fund will allow KCE to support an
advice stall at five events in Keynsham and to train
volunteers who can offer practical guidance and top tips.
The funding will also pay for up to 12 home visits with
a specially trained energy assessor and advisor from the
Centre for Sustainable Energy, who will offer bespoke
solutions to cold homes, as well as advise Keynsham
householders on where they can go to get financial and
practical help.
Claire Wynne Hughes, philanthropy executive at Quartet
Community Foundation, who administer the grant, said:
“Keynsham Community Energy is a fantastic example
of a small, local community project tackling the big
issues that matter to so many of us.”
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Church toasts success
of Burns Supper
A Burns Supper was held at St Mary’s Church in Bitton
to celebrate the life and poetry of the bard Robert Burns.
The haggis was traditionally ‘piped in’ by a bagpiper and
was served with traditional tatties and neeps.
Scottish dancers entertained the 60+ guests and a
Scottish themed raffle helped bring the total amount
raised for church funds during the evening to £937.
The evening ended with the singing of Burns’ bestknown work Auld Lang Syne.

New trustee joins Quartet’s board
Nick Lee, the managing director of Paragon Costs
Solutions and immediate past president of Bristol Law
Society, has joined the board of trustees at Quartet
Community Foundation.
The charity enables donors to fund projects that meet
community aspirations and make a profound difference to
people's lives across the West of England.
In his new role, Mr Lee will use his extensive experience and
links to support Quartet’s Philanthropy & Marketing
Committee.
Last year Quartet awarded more than £3.5m to help local
causes. Already this year it has also supported the launch of
Keynsham Town Community Radio (KTCR) that has just
started broadcasting on 105.80FM.
Quartet conducts annual research to focus its support where
the need is greatest. In 2019 its ‘Vital Signs’ report revealed:
a 19% increase in the use of UK foodbanks; 48% of people
living in poverty in the UK are families where one member
has a disability; 27% of children in Bristol are living in
poverty; 73% of parents in the West of England on low
incomes struggle to feed their children during school
holidays.
Quartet’s report also highlighted increases in anti-social
behaviour, hate crime, homelessness and the number of
people affected by mental and poor health.

Nick Lee with Claire Wynne Hughes,
Quartet Community Foundation’s
Philanthropy Executive for B&NES

Family Announcements
Birthdays

Free event for
all the family

Bereavements

A Feel Good February Fair will be taking place this
Saturday (15th February) from 1pm to 4pm at the
Kingswood Estate in Britannia Road, Kingswood.
The free event for all the family will include yoga, crafts,
reflexology, art activities, fun performances, face
painting, quizzes and refreshments.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Aerials

Blinds

Electrical

Foot Health

Guttering

Garden Services

Handyman

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Carpet Cleaning

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Appliances

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Holiday Lets

Carpentry

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80

Architectural
Services

8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Drainage

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Home
Maintenance

Fitness

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbing

Plumbing

Sewing Lessons

Skip Hire

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance

Home Help

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Logs
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Storage

Pregnancy
Massage

Plastering

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Musical Tuition

Tree Services

Windows & Doors

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Roofing

An advert
like this costs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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