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Improvement plans for Keynsham High Street are unveiled
Members of the public had their chance to see the latest plans

invited business owners and residents last Thursday and

to improve Keynsham High Street last week and have until

council staff were then on hand to answer questions during

8th February to give B&NES Council their views.

the next two days. The display panels are in place at the

A static exhibition in Keynsham Library was unveiled to

library until the end of next week.

Keynsham High Street

This is the latest stage in the process which began with the
trial one-way traffic scheme in 2017 and the full
implementation, together with a £1.5m grant from the West
of England Local Enterprise Partnership Growth Fund, last
spring. An initial consultation on ideas was carried out in late
2018, resulting in the plans shown on page 3.
Among the proposed enhancements along the High Street
from the junction with Charlton Road and Bath Hill are:
• Re-siting the zebra crossing and the bus stop to improve
pedestrian safety and allow traffic to pass when a bus is at
the stop. The zebra crossing would move closer to the Post
Office while the bus stop will be outside the Oxfam shop.
• Improvements to the crossing point on Bath Hill with a
wider central refuge.
• Improvements to the walkways connecting the High Street
with the Memorial Park (alongside Café Grounded) and
Ashton Way Car Park (between Peacocks and Church’s).
• Widening of the pavement in the area fronting Tripps
Photography.
• Enhancements to the dedicated cycle lane with bollards and
kerb edges.
• An extension to the Bath Hill cycle lane and upgrading of
the Temple Street signal crossing to a Toucan.
• Improvements to parking and loading facilities are planned
with better loading bays and additional parking for disabled
people and cyclists. Four short-term bays would be retained
and motorbike parking would move to Ashton Way Car
Park.
• New street lights, which could also carry banners are
proposed, along with better seating, planters and trees at
each end of the High Street.
Continued on page 3
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Improvement plans
for Keynsham High
Street are unveiled
Continued from page 1
Once public comments are reviewed, the aim
is to finalise the design in March with the
first phase of implementation works to
commence in the summer.
As we reported last year, Keynsham High
Street has also been shortlisted to receive a
share of Historic England’s Heritage Fund

for which an additional set of proposals will
be published in the spring.
If you are unable to visit the exhibition and
make comments at Keynsham Library, the
visuals can also be viewed and commented
on at www.bathnes.gov.uk/keynsham
See Letters, page 10
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Dementia friendly Gilbert
& Sullivan concert
A dementia friendly production of Gilbert
& Sullivan’s Trial by Jury is being staged
at Keynsham Baptist Church next month.
The Stasima Theatre Company brings
fresh eyes to classic productions, making
them accessible and flexible to all spaces
and audiences. Keynsham-based artistic
director Lydia Stevens said: “Creating
dementia friendly theatre is a project close
to Stasima’s heart. It is the job of theatre
to provide a safe and accessible place for

those who need it. Gilbert & Sullivan is a
perfect, adaptable medium which
combines well-known tunes with relatable
characters, throwing it successfully into
the 21st century for all audiences.”
The date is Saturday 22nd February
(7pm). Tickets cost £10 which includes a
light supper during the interval. To book
visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/trialbyjury
or email dementiafriendlykeynsham
@gmail.com
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Police warning over
counterfeit £50 notes
There have been several
recent reports of counterfeit £50 notes being used in
South Gloucestershire.
The police say they have
been contacted by four pubs
after customers tried to pay
for drinks with forged notes,
but they believe several
more have been targeted.
They want to speak to two
men, captured on CCTV, in
connection
with
the
incidents. They are both
described as having Irish
accents and were seen
leaving one of the pubs in a
grey/silver van.
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

Sgt Ruth Gawler said: "The
notes appear to be genuine
under ultraviolet light but
we have seen several of
them use the same serial
number and other features of
the note are faked.
"We would ask all landlords
to be wary across the force
area – not just South
Gloucestershire – and to
contact us on 101 if they are
offered any counterfeit
notes."
The Bank of England
provides security advice for
businesses and information
about what to do if they have
fallen victim to such a crime.
Business owners who have
received a counterfeit note
should take it to their nearest
police station. Anyone who
recognises the two men

captured on CCTV is asked
to call 101 and give the call

handler
the
reference
number 5220011605.
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Warmley planning case
goes to committee
A controversial planning application affecting residents
of Goldney Avenue in Warmley has been referred to
South Gloucestershire Council’s planning committee for
consideration.
As we reported in Issues 607 and 609, the council is being
asked to vary one of the conditions attached to the planning
approval it granted in March 2019 for four houses to be built
on land at the rear of 22 London Road. Access is via a lane
off Goldney Avenue from which the owners of 20 London
Road also have a right of way to access the rear of their
property.
In approving plans for the four new houses, South
Gloucestershire planners imposed a condition that the right
of way should be permanently sealed off to prevent it being
used as a short cut to an industrial estate behind the
development.
The application under consideration is to install a gate to
allow access to 20 London Road and the planning officer’s
report recommends approval. However, Siston Parish
Council has objected, along with a number of residents
neighbouring the site.
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Now the South Gloucestershire ward councillors
for the area, Elizabeth and Sam Bromiley, have
requested the case is called in for consideration
by committee on Thursday 6th February.
In recommending the condition variance, the
planning officer makes clear that the only
consideration in this case is replacing the
permanent closure of the right of way with a gate,
and that it is not an opportunity to review the
principle of the development which was approved
last year.
However, the officer’s report includes a reference
to that decision: “Following the grant of planning
permission, it became clear that a neighbouring property had
a right of access across part of the Application Site, which
would make it difficult to comply with the conditions
attached to the Decision Notice.”
But this fact has been known for almost six years. An
application on the same address in 2014 was handled by a
council planning officer who actually visited the site. In their
report (PK14/4804/F) they stated: “Information provided by

the agent has confirmed that the current occupiers of No.20
London Road (and other neighbours) have a right of access
into the site and therefore the existing parking/garage space
serving No. 20.”
The report that the Development Management Committee
will consider next week also refers to a boundary issue
affecting the site (as we reported in Issue 607). However, this
is considered to be a “civil issue which must be addressed
outside of this planning application”.
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Health and safety works at waste plant site
Health and safety works are taking place at the half-built
power plant near Keynsham which is currently the
subject of a controversial planning application.
The plant closed suddenly in October 2017 when
administrators were appointed.
Local councillors and residents have lodged objections to
new plans for the waste-to-power plant at the old Queen
Charlton quarry site at Charlton Field Lane which would see
the site reopen and operations quadruple. Resourceful Earth
Anaerobic Ltd submitted the plans last year and they are

being considered by B&NES Council.
In the meantime the manager of the dormant construction site
says that machinery needs to be protected and that the site
needs to be adequately sealed off from the public for health
and safety reasons. The works, which we understand have
already started, will continue in February and involve
contractors on site, deliveries and machinery operating.
Digester tank roofs will be removed to preserve them and
reduce electrical consumption.
Resourceful Earth Anaerobic Ltd is seeking to increase

capacity from the approved 25,000 tonnes of organic material
per annum to 92,000 tonnes, sparking serious concerns
including bad smells affecting thousands of Keynsham
homes and a surge in traffic.
There are 116 proposed HGV movements per day – every
seven minutes of the working day.

Plans to widen
access for
refuse vehicles
There are plans to widen an access off Hanham High Street
and introduce double yellow lines to make it easier for
refuse vehicles to empty waste and recycling bins.
The waste management team have asked South
Gloucestershire Council to widen the access at the rear of
numbers 215 and 219 so the crews can do their job without
over-running the grass verges.
There is currently a public consultation and subject to the
responses received, the work will be carried out over the
summer.
There is a questionnaire on the council’s website (search
under Consultations). The deadline for responses is
Monday 3rd February. If you do not have access to the
internet call 01454 864215.
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Haulage firm wins permission
to change use of old paper mill
Council planners have granted permission for haulage
firm IJ McGill Transport Ltd to change the use of the old
Keynsham Paper Mill from a recycling plant to
warehouse and distribution.
The 17-acre site at Avon Mill Lane has been used by DS
Smith Ltd to process wastepaper and cardboard for the last
25 years.
Bath & North East Somerset received an objection to the
change of use from a member of the public over concerns
about the capacity of the local road network to accommodate
the additional articulated lorries associated with the haulage
business.
Concern was also raised about the impact of noise on people
living on houseboats on the nearby River Avon.
The council’s own economic development team objected
about the potential loss of employment with the change from
class B2 industrial use (and the potential to accommodate
around 300 staff) to the class B8 storage and distribution use,
which would only result in about 170.5 full-time employees
on site. But council planning officers said that whilst the
potential loss of employment weighed against the proposal,
the principle of change of use is accepted by council policy.
There was no objection from the council’s highways
department either; a transport assessment submitted by the
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applicant showed it was unlikely there would be any
increase in the total numbers of vehicles generated by the site
through peak hours. It said a small increase in the number of
HGV movements at certain times is possible, although
estimated traffic flows suggest this is unlikely to be
significant.
In terms of noise, the council said the change of use is
unlikely to give rise to a greater noise impact on houseboat
dwellers than if the B2 use was utilised more intensively.

Planning permission was granted, subject to conditions
including that within six months a travel plan has been
submitted and approved in writing by the council, along with
a detailed landscape scheme.
The development is proposed in two phases. While the first
phase will operate from existing buildings on the site under
the change of use, the second phase will involve the
construction of a new cross dock loading facility and will
require a separate planning application.
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Councillors highlight errors in
new wedding venue planning bid
A catalogue of concerns has been drawn up by Hanham
Abbots parish councillors over Bickley Farm’s revised
planning application to become a wedding venue.
The previous plans proved controversial and were withdrawn
last year. Owner Graham New has now come back with an
application which aims to address concerns that were raised
but after discussing it at their meeting last Tuesday, the parish
council’s Environment Committee highlighted reasons why
it should be rejected.
In their objection letter the council says some information
provided as part of the application is “inaccurate”. For
example, although the applicant says work or change of use
has not yet started, “in fact the marquee was erected in May
2019 and although the weatherproof PVC has been removed,
the frame has remained in situ”.
The council refutes the applicant’s claim that opening hours
are not relevant to the proposal, saying: “The hours of
opening will have a huge impact upon local residents
regarding traffic and noise, particularly late at night.” And
while the application says surface water will be disposed of
via the main sewer, parish councillors understand there are
no such sewers in the area. The application says there is
likely to be one event per week between April and October,
a total of 26, which the parish council says will impact local
residents every weekend during the summer.
The council says the applicant backs up the proposal by
offering opportunities for local employment but in fact
“couples holding their weddings at Bickley Farm can choose
their own caterers, photographer, florist, etc. and these
services will not necessarily come from the local area”.
The council does not believe there is sufficient parking
within the site as there will be service vehicles as well as
guests’ vehicles: “No information has been given as to how
the car parking will be organised. We are concerned that with
many vehicles arriving at the same time, they will spill over
onto Court Farm Road/Ferry Road which will result in cars
parking on verges, causing traffic problems within the
Hanham Abbots Conservation Area.”
Raising noise concerns, the objection letter says: “Despite
what information the very detailed noise survey provides, the
proposed venue is a marquee with very thin ‘walls’ where
music will be played until midnight. Once the music stops,

it is hard to believe guests will simply
disappear; there will be guests waiting for
taxis, getting into cars, all well beyond
midnight; and having consumed a fair
amount of alcohol, they certainly won’t be
quiet.”
Light pollution is another concern with the
council saying: “We have local knowledge
that there are bats living in the area, as
well as owls who live near the entrance,
nesting swallows and many deer. The
marquee itself will become a huge light in
itself which will have a detrimental effect
on local wildlife, notwithstanding the
noise created.”
Councillors are also critical of the
transport study that accompanies the
application: “The traffic along this stretch
of road is significantly higher during the
summer months with vehicles travelling to
and from the two pubs at Hanham Mills,
next to the river. We therefore do not
believe that the traffic count (January
2019) carried out gives an accurate
representation of the summer traffic along
Abbots Road/Court Farm Road and would
recommend a revised traffic count be
carried out between April and October.
“The statistics within the transport study
state that there were no collisions recorded
on Abbots Road and Court Farm Road in
the vicinity of the site in the last five-year
period. We know this to be untrue as at least one car has
ended up on its roof following a collision.”
The councillors add that the marquee will be a “large white
blot on the landscape in the Hanham Abbots Conservation
Area” and highly visible from many aspects, particularly the
Grade II* listed Hanham Court and Court Farm fields, all
within the conservation area.
The decision to object to the plans was a majority one. Cllr
Noel Lethaby did not object, instead saying that the revised
proposal answers some of the previous concerns, and he

‘Minor works’ still
needed on A420

Salvation Army
Band has new leader

South Gloucestershire Council says that “minor finishing
works” are still required on the A420 in Wick which saw
11 months of roadworks in 2019 as part of a major drainage
project.
The scheme was part of a £3.35m Government-funded
scheme to improve drainage and flood protection systems
in South Gloucestershire.
Work started on the A420 last February, with the council
warning from the start that it was difficult to provide an
accurate timescale of the works.

After almost 11 years under the direction of bandmaster
Nathan James, Staple Hill Salvation Army Band has
appointed Marc Willetts as its new leader.
Marc has been a member of the band for 40 years and until
his appointment as bandmaster was the principal cornet in
the band.
Trained as a professional musician, Marc was a member of
the RAF Band for 25 years before moving across to St
Peter’s Hospice 16 years ago where he manages their team
of volunteers.
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The frame for the marquee is still in place

Parish councillors are concerned about road safety

praised the applicant for trying to employ local people.
South Gloucestershire Council will ultimately make the
decision about whether planning permission for the change
of use to a wedding venue can be granted.
Meanwhile the ‘Bickley Barns’ Facebook page says:
“Bickley Barns was officially established in January 2019,
and our first year has been great. We’ve received tremendous
support, a huge amount of interest and many compliments
on our venue.
“We’ve had a lot of enquiries this year already.”

Marc Willets
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Keynsham octogenarian
‘chuffed’ to be given the
British Empire Medal
An 85-year-old Keynsham woman
has been awarded the British Empire
Medal for her voluntary and
charitable service spanning more
than half a century.
Pamela Payne, who has lived in the
town since 1966, is a founding member
of
the
Huntington’s
Disease
Association’s Bristol branch, which
was set up in 1997.
Pam previously did voluntary charity
work for the Leukaemia Research Fund
- now known as Bloodwise - for more
than 30 years. She became involved
when a friend’s daughter developed and
later died from the disease.
Pam’s husband Ted, who died in 2001,
suffered from Huntington's, a
hereditary condition caused by a faulty
gene that results in parts of the brain
becoming gradually damaged over
time.
Pam says that Ted was one of six
brothers, all of whom have passed
away, with five definitely having had
Huntington's disease: “Of course, the
family didn't know much about this
disease in the early 1990s. We think
Ted's mother had it, but she died in the
early 1960s after being diagnosed with
‘premature senility’, what we might
term as dementia these days, but it
could have been the onset of

Homeavon House
residents raise money
for children’s hospice
Residents at Homeavon House in Keynsham have handed
over the proceeds from fundraising events they held last
year for the Children’s Hospice South West.
Every year the social group at the retirement flats on Bath
Road choose a different charity to support. Events in 2019
included coffee mornings, fish and chip evenings and
raffles and raised £800 in total.
Over the years the residents have supported good causes
including the Great Western Air Ambulance Charity and
the Kingswood-based children’s hospice at home charity
the Jessie May Trust.
The social group has decided that the charity they will be
supporting in 2020 is the Keynsham & Saltford Dementia
Action Group.

Pam Payne

Huntington’s.”
A support group was set up in Bristol
about 25 years ago by an occupational
therapist worker whose husband had
Huntington’s in his family. Pam and
Ted went along to the meetings and
when the Bristol branch of HDA was
formed in 1997, Pam became branch
secretary, a role she remained in for
nine years. After that, she was still very
involved in selling Christmas cards and
draw tickets, which she is still able to
help with today.
Pam, of Homeavon House, has three
children and the older two have decided
not to take the test to see if they have
Huntington’s but her youngest, Linda,
who is now 52 and lives in Longwell

Green, was diagnosed with the disease
four years ago.
Pam, who was nominated for the BEM
by her son, says she is “chuffed” to be
honoured. She will receive her award
from the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset
and will also receive an invitation to a
Buckingham Palace Garden Party this
summer.
The Huntington’s Disease Association
has congratulated Pam for her years of
hard work and well-deserved award.
• If you are affected by Huntington’s
disease and need support or advice, you
can find out more on the website
www.hda.org.uk, contact 0151 331
5444 between 9am and 5pm on
weekdays or email info@hda.org.uk

Sudoku
1-Easy

Shop conversion
plans approved
Plans to change the use of 69 Regent Street in Kingswood
from a card shop to a café and children’s play space have
been approved by South Gloucestershire Council.
The new owners want to use the unit as a coffee lounge that
will also sell cakes and snacks. About one-third of the
ground floor will be used as a play area.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 2nd February

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
We need to look at the
bigger picture
Dear Stephen
Having seen the plans for the
“improvements” to the public realm in
Keynsham High Street, two questions came
to mind:
1. Who will actually benefit from this
expensive and disruptive scheme?
2. If the people who live, work and try to
shop in the town were given this pot of
£1.5m, what would their priorities be?
My answer to the first would be the dozen or
so cyclists who use the cycle lane in any
given week – how many have you seen?
For the second, I think improvements to
parking would rate quite highly.
I know it’s not politically correct to even hint
at pandering to motorists, but we are where
we are and it’s going to take major surgery
to separate us from our cars.
Until someone looks at the big picture of the
infrastructure and the problem of providing
better public transport, nothing much will
change. Currently it must add to pollution
levels having cars circling car parks, tryingand sometimes failing, to find a space.
Planners have allowed Keynsham to expand
at an unprecedented rate – could they not
now find somewhere to put a new car park
either below or above ground so that we are
not putting off people who would like to
come to our lovely town?
The plans on show are apparently for phase
1 – they are applying for more money for
Temple Street so more misery.
Sheila Crocombe

On the buses
Dear Sir
There have been many letters in The Week
In recently about buses.
We would not have had this problem 60
years ago. Most elderly readers will
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remember ‘Bristol Tramways’, later to be
known as ‘Bristol Omnibus Services’. Way
back in 1949 the Ian Allen book ‘ABC of
Bristol Tramways Vehicles’ was published
and sold in the Bath and Bristol booking
office. Bus spotting had officially begun. I
did manage to find the 2/6d to buy a copy.
For a few years after the war, the company
continued to run their wartime fleet of
rickety Bedford OWBs with wooden seats.
Later in 1947/48 we had 50 Leyland Titan
Double Deckers – all fairly austere but
reliable in and around Bristol. I still have a
copy of the little book. I wonder if anyone
else has?
Even in this day and age, we see grown men
with camera and notebook at Bristol Bus
Station. The years of ‘make and mend’ are
long gone but back then everything usually
went on time and very well.
Terry Giles

Parish council’s response
to ‘nuisance tree’s
Dear Editor
Further to the letter written in to Issue 611 of
The Week In (headlined ‘Why is my tree

deemed a nuisance?’) Bitton Parish Council
wishes to respond.
Under Section 22 of the 1922 Allotments Act
it states “an allotment not exceeding forty
poles in extent which is mainly cultivated by
the occupier for the production of vegetables
and fruit crops for consumption by himself
or his family”.
For clarity, the tree in question is a hawthorn
tree. Councillors spent 45 minutes discussing
this one matter at an Environment & Leisure
meeting when the letter writer was present
and accompanied by a member of the
National Allotment Association.
The letter writer had plenty of time to put
their point of view across to the council and
the representative. However, in view of the
above Act and the fact that the tree was
overshadowing adjoining plots and the letter
writer’s own plot, preventing the full growth
of crops, the decision was that the tree should
be removed and a date for its removal was
agreed by the letter writer.
The parish council recognises that there is a
clear difference of views with the letter
writer about the purposes of an allotment
plot, but the council must safeguard the
interests of all its plot holders and ensure that
the law relating to allotments is upheld.
Bitton Parish Council

Issues with trees on
allotment sites
Dear Editor
I am writing in response to the anonymous
letter published in Issue 611 of The Week In
regarding a tree on a plot on one of Bitton
Parish Council’s allotment sites.
The definition of an allotment according to
the Oxford dictionary is: ‘a plot of land
rented by an individual for growing
vegetables or flowers.’
There are some simple rules for allotment
tenants to follow; these ensure care and
consideration for others. Most of the tenants

adhere to the rules which ensures the two
sites are kept tidy and to a good standard.
Having a tree on a plot will draw moisture
from neighbouring plots and no doubt
deprive some of sun; if it overhangs the paths
between the plots it will make it difficult for
other tenants to access and work their land.
The letter writer does not say if they planted
the tree in contravention of the rules or if it
self-seeded. Some years ago Bitton Parish
Council had a hedge layered on the Redfield
Hill site; this has provided a wonderful
habitat, and a food source for wildlife. There
is a dedicated area on the North Street site
for wildlife and biodiversity.
V McNab
Former Bitton parish councillor

Criticism of latest plans for
old police site
Dear Stephen
My initial relief that the new plans for nine
x four and five-bedroom houses, rather than
the original proposal for 30 flats on the site
of Keynsham’s former police station, has led
me to further consideration.
I have also read the recent report by
Conservation Historic Environment B&NES
and quote their concerns that “the layout of
the huge rear houses looks cramped,
regimented and dominated by parking and
manoeuvring room. Whilst this portion of
the site may be outside of the conservation
boundary, there is still inter visibility and
clear potential for the development to impact
the setting and character of the designated
character heritage asset”. In the summary
there are also negative comments about this
new application “for a terrace of three houses
at the front and six large dwellings at the rear
which are considered to be a less successful
solution to the development of this site than
the earlier scheme”.
I entirely agree with all these criticisms by
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LETTERS
this B&NES report and also believe that the
large houses which are effectively three
storeys high with a total of 18 large windows
designed to overlook the private patio areas
and gardens of Dragons Hill Court will
deprive the residents of their right to privacy.
Further to Clive Honeychurch’s remarks
about parking issues, I would add that there
are now around 15 cars parked, day and
night, in the former police station car park.
Clearly drivers have become aware of this
opportunity and are now using this as a free
car park, but I wonder what will happen once
building begins? Once again I intend
speaking against this proposal at the B&NES
Planning meeting on 27th February and I
urge any concerned residents to register any
objection by 30th January.
Hazel Powe, Keynsham

Support your local high
street or lose it
Dear Editor
If only people would use their high street
shops, we would not have the problem re fast
food/hairdressers taking over Staple Hill
High Street. Or the dreadful smells.
Yes, I know that we all use the supermarkets
for our main weekly shop. But you can get
almost any extra you may need, from a good
greengrocer, baker and butcher to say
nothing of Iceland and Tesco Metro.
It’s all well and good when you can still
drive, but what happens if our local high
street dies when you are no longer able?
Please support the high street or lose it.
J White, Soundwell

Friends of the Earth say
councils must do better
Dear Sir
If you visit the website of Friends of the
Earth they have a ‘How climate friendly is
your community’ page where you can enter

your postcode and find out.
This I did and discovered that according to
the Friends of the Earth climate friendly test:
South Gloucestershire area's performance on
climate change is better than most compared
to other similar local authority areas. All
local authorities, even the best performing,
need to do much more if climate catastrophe
is to be averted. South Gloucestershire
particularly needs to do much better on
increasing the use of public transport,
cycling, and walking, and increasing tree
cover.
The last sentence I do not find surprising.
ONLY 10-20% of South Gloucestershire is
tree cover. Plus, we all know how bad the
public transport is in the area, thanks to First
Bus cutting the bus services.
In other words, the local authorities are not
doing enough and need to do better.
S Freeman

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any political
or commercial interest. We aim to produce
a balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try
to keep letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.

CCTV footage released
in renewed St George
robbery appeal
Police released new
CCTV footage last Friday
as
part
of
their
investigation
into
a
robbery at a convenience
store in St George.
Two men entered the store
in Two Mile Hill Road at
6.11am on Monday 2nd
December
and
one
threatened staff with what
appeared to be a meat
cleaver.
They demanded the two female members of
staff open the tills and then fled with the cash
in the direction of Bell Hill Road. The
women were unhurt but shaken.
The man armed with the weapon is described
as stocky and around 5ft 6in to 5ft 7in. He
was wearing a dark blue boiler suit, grey
gloves, black balaclava/snood and a black
beanie hat. The second man was 5ft 10in and
thin and wearing grey jogging trousers, a
dark
waterproof
jacket,
black

balaclava/snood/scarf and black gloves with
a white strip across the top.
He also had a black rucksack, decorated with
a white patch and dark green lettering.
Witnesses said both men were white and had
Bristolian accents.
You can view the CCTV footage at
https://tinyurl.com/ts6z27k
Anyone with information is asked to call the
police on 101 and quote reference
5219277995.

Speeding and parking problems
Residents have raised their concerns with
local councillors about speeding vehicles
along North Street in Staple Hill,
particularly in the vicinity of the
pedestrian crossing which is already a
20mph zone because it is close to
Christchurch Infant School.
And the issue of vehicles parking
immediately on the corner of Ducie Road
and Albert Road in Staple Hill has also

been raised again by residents who are
concerned that parking on top of the
junction is causing a hazard to both drivers
and pedestrians because of the poor
visibility it causes.
Local councillor Ian Boulton says he has
asked that the council’s parking
enforcement vehicles include this location
as part of their regular rounds and that
yellow lines are considered at the junction.

E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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WECA to take on
supported bus services
The process of transferring responsibility for local bus
services to the West of England Combined Authority
(WECA) has taken another step forward.
The Cabinets of Bristol and B&NES Councils approved
the transfer of transport staff roles and associated
funding from their own local authorities to WECA.
South Gloucestershire Council, the third council within
the WECA area, is due to meet next Monday (3rd
February). WECA took on new transport powers as part
of the Devolution Deal in 2017 and has been working
on a staged transfer of resources since then. It is expected
that from 1st April, WECA will be responsible for
managing the concessionary travel scheme, supported
bus services, community transport and the metrobus
services. It will also take over the bus service
information system and the Travelwest website. Since
the demise of the Avon authority more than 20 years ago,
these matters have been managed by each of the local
authorities separately, resulting in duplication of
functions and complications for supported bus services
in particular which operate across more than one
authority area.
Supported bus services are those which are deemed
necessary socially but cannot be operated sustainably on
a commercial basis. A prime example is the 18/19 route
which operates from Bath (in B&NES) to Cribbs
Causeway (in South Gloucestershire) via Fishponds and
Horfield (in Bristol). While First operates the route
commercially during peak hours, evening and weekend
services have depended on financial contributions from
the local authorities. As we reported in Issue 609, when
these are withdrawn or reduced, so is the service.

Crossword

New biomethane gas buses in service
The initial batch of First West of England’s new
biomethane gas buses are now in service.
The 10 new vehicles will achieve a 95% reduction in nitrogen
oxides and a further 67 vehicles are due for delivery in the
coming months. Work is nearing completion to install the
city’s largest permanent biogas station at First’s Lawrence
Hill depot.
James Freeman, Managing Director at First said: “At First
West of England we’re investing to make our buses part of
the solution in helping to clean up the city’s air. These 77
new biogas buses are not only 95% less polluting but will
also, we hope, encourage more people to leave their cars at
home and jump on the bus, with an improved level of service
on offer.”
The metrobus vehicles have free wi-fi and are fitted with atseat USB charging facilities.
Mr Freeman added: “As this new fleet takes to the roads this

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Piercing (6)

1. Security (6)

4. Remnant (6)

2. Order to be detained (6)

8. Food shortage (6)

3. Lime tree (6)

10. Great fear (6)

5. Wall painting (6)

11. Plunges (5)

6. Root vegetable (6)

12. Leather worker (6)

7. Songbird (6)

spring, and with the opening of this major biomethane gasfilling station at Lawrence Hill, 2020 looks set to be an
exciting year for First West of England.”

Mini Police on
speed watch duty
The ‘Mini Cops’ from Parkwall Primary School in
Cadbury Heath will be carrying out speed watches with
the police along California Road next Wednesday
morning (5th February).
Avon & Somerset’s Mini Police project is aimed at Year
5 children aged nine and ten. The pupils support police
priorities through participation in community
engagement events.

14. To the other side (6) 9. Republic of Ireland (4)
16. Eat a meal (4)

10. Nipple (4)

17. Sound a horn (4)

13. Fertiliser (5)

19. Scottish hillside (4)

15. Perch (5)

22. As well (4)

18. Utters (6)

26. Mucous
secretion (6)

19. Carefree (6)

27. Collect (6)

21. Islamic ruler (4)

28. Sea duck (5)

22. Matures (4)

29. Writer (6)

23. Lasso (6)

30. One flank
leading (4-2)

24. Words of dismay (2,4)

20. Ancient (3-3)

25. Violent excitement (6)

31. Regular (6)
32. Floor (6)
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Seven jobs at risk at Keynsham
Post Office, says union
The Communication Workers Union says seven jobs are
at risk under plans to franchise Keynsham Crown Post
Office to ZCO Ltd.
As we reported last week, from April the branch will be
operated by Bolton-based ZCO Ltd from the same premises
in Keynsham High Street.
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The union says Keynsham is the latest in a series of Crown
Post Offices announced for privatisation and the staff at the
town’s branch are now facing an uncertain future.
CWU representative Chris Roche said: “Keynsham Crown
Post Office is an essential part of the local economy. It’s a
valuable asset to the town and is relied upon by local
residents and businesses as well as people who
collect their pensions and benefits here.
“The staff in Keynsham are well-trained and
have a wealth of experience between them
which could be lost under the company’s plans
to franchise this office to ZCO Ltd.
“The Communication Workers Union are
concerned about the long-term viability of a
Post Office in Keynsham. If the office is
franchised, its future is dependent upon the
fortunes of an independent retailer, ZCO Ltd.
For many towns, it is a struggle in the current
climate and if this Post Office was to close, it
would be a major blow to the local economy
and to the services which many people rely on.
“Alongside issues such as service standards,
ZCO Ltd operate on a low wage and bargain
basement employment standards ethos. This
town will lose highly skilled, unionised and

well-rewarded jobs in exchange for minimum wage-paying,
insecure jobs.”
An
online
petition
has
been
set
up
at
www.saveourpostoffice.co.uk calling for the franchising
programme to be abandoned and a printed petition can be
downloaded at https://tinyurl.com/urzox83
Meanwhile the Post Office has said the changes it is making
at Keynsham are the best way to secure Post Office services
and that the branch will continue to offer the same products
and services. It is welcoming feedback and comments that
will help inform its plans such as comments about access.
There is an online survey via www.postofficeviews.co.uk/
Alternatively call 03457 22 33 44.
The consultation closes on 12th February.

Public meeting
A public meeting will be held next Wednesday (5th
February) to discuss the secondary school places
shortfall in East Bristol.
The meeting at Redfield Educate Together Primary
School from 7pm to 8.30pm is being organised by the
BS5 Secondary Education Forum.
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Keynsham’s new radio station
starts test transmissions
Keynsham Town Community Radio (KTCR)
has begun test transmissions on 105.80FM,
and can be heard now.
As we reported in Issue 607, the transmitter
was erected in Burnett and work on the
studio in @One on The Park completed just
prior to Christmas. With final commissioning
work carried out last week, the station has
started broadcasting music and jingles while
final checks are carried out.
Once officially launched in the next couple
of weeks, KTCR will broadcast 24/7 and also
feature three hours a day of programmes,
either live or recorded in its new studio.
Community issues, sport and music from
Keynsham’s burgeoning arts scene will form
a major part of the programming.
Keynsham Town Community Radio (KTCR)
Ltd was set up in 2017 when it was first
awarded a licence from Ofcom. The directors
include Phil Gibbons, one of the founders of

BCRfm,
Mike
Corrigan from the
Keynsham
&
Saltford District
Talking Newspaper, and The Week In
Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers. The
station is fronted by Keynsham Music
Festival organiser Ric Davison, and Seb
Bailey, also from Keynsham Music Festival,
who also produce the weekly Keynsham
Hour programme currently broadcast on
Somer Valley FM.
Since the award of the licence 2017, work
has continued behind the scenes to locate and
build a studio and transmission site, as well
as training presenters and sourcing
programme material. The team has
also won funding for the project which has
come so far from the National Lottery,
Quartet Foundation and Keynsham Town
Council.

Making friends at Longwell Green WI
Longwell Green WI’s first
meeting of the year was a
speed dating event. Their
version was a more ‘speed
friending’ version of musical
chairs designed to get
everyone talking to others
who they may not know so
well and judging by the
noise levels by the end of the

event, it was a huge success.
The February meeting will
feature a talk on ‘Reducing
Food Waste’ from Sarah
Adler. Longwell Green WI
meet on the third Friday of
the month at 7.30pm in the

Ellacombe
Room
at
Longwell Green Community
Centre and new members
are always welcome.
For more information email
longwellwi@gmail.com or
call 0117 9864782.

Significant drop in
meningitis cases
New research findings show the MenB vaccine has
reduced cases of the disease in young children by 62 per
since it was introduced in September 2015.
Having played an instrumental role in calling for it to be
included in the infant immunisation schedule, the charity
Meningitis Now is calling on parents to ensure that their
children are fully vaccinated, not only against meningitis
but against other childhood diseases such as MMR. The
research from Public Health England, published in the
prestigious New England Journal of Medicine, shows
the MenB vaccination programme has reduced cases of
meningitis and septicaemia in young children in the UK
by 227 cases out of an expected 446, potentially saving
both infants and their families from experiencing the
trauma of the disease.
Dr Tom Nutt, CEO at Meningitis Now, said: “MenB
cases in infants under the age of one in 2018 were 44,
the lowest recorded case numbers in over 20 years, and
probably since records began in the early 1900s. This
significant drop provides compelling evidence that
vaccines save lives.”
So far, almost five million doses of the MenB vaccine
have been safely given to children in the UK.
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Plans to build eight
flats are withdrawn
Plans to demolish the car wash site at
Blackhorse Road in Kingswood and build
eight homes been withdrawn.
As we reported in Issue 603 BKT
Properties Ltd already had outline
planning
approval
from
South
Gloucestershire Council for five twostorey houses on the site at 1A Blackhorse
Road but applied again for a development
of two blocks with four flats within each

and six car parking spaces in front of each
building. Two new accesses to replace the
existing three were proposed.
Before the applicant withdrew, the
council’s conservation officer had
recommended refusal, saying the scheme
would harm the character and appearance
of the local area. Opposite is the Grade II
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel which was
recently converted into 15 flats.

Executive head appointed
for new primary school
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust has
appointed an executive headteacher to
oversee the launch of its new primary
school in Keynsham.
Annie Smart will take on the leadership of
Two Rivers Church of England Primary
School from April, alongside her current
role of headteacher at Chandag Infant
School.
The new school will open with one
reception class in purpose-built temporary
accommodation on the Wellsway School
campus in September. Mrs Smart will also
oversee the school’s move to its new
permanent building on the nearby Hygge
Park development as soon as it is
completed, during the academic year
2021/22.
At that time, the trust will appoint a
permanent headteacher for Two Rivers
School to lead it in developing its own

Annie Smart

distinctive identity as a Church of England
primary.
The new school, which is being opened to
address a shortage of primary places in
east Keynsham, will take in two reception
classes - up to 60 children - a year from
2021 until it reaches its planned admission
number of 420 pupils.
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in February

UK first as iconic Toulouse-Lautrec comes to Bath
Experience the sights and sounds of
19th century Paris as a major new
exhibition - Toulouse-Lautrec and
the Masters of Montmartre - opens
at Bath’s Victoria Art Gallery on
15th February.
For the first time in the UK, Lautrec’s
complete collection of posters, which
revolutionised the world of graphic
design, will be exhibited together. In
total more than 80 iconic posters, many
of them rare, will go on show.
They will be displayed in their full
colourful glory, many in giant format from
floor to ceiling, recreating how they were
originally seen on the streets of Paris.
As well as 32 posters by Toulouse-Lautrec
there will be works by other celebrated
poster artists of the day such as Alphonse

All photos © Musée d'IxellesBruxelles / Courtesy of Institut für
Kulturaustausch, Tübingen

Mucha, Pierre Bonnard and ThéophileAlexandre Steinlen.
The Post-Impressionist French painter,
printmaker, caricaturist and illustrator Henri
de Toulouse-Lautrec (1864 – 1901) moved
in the ‘celebrity’ circles of 19th-century

Students stage musical
Students and staff at Hanham Woods
Academy have been pulling out all the
stops for the school’s forthcoming show
Annie Jr, the much-loved story of a young
orphan girl overcoming hardships. based
on Little Orphan Annie.

More than 50 pupils are involved with the
production which is being staged in the
main hall on Wednesday 12th and
Thursday 13th February.
Tickets are £5. Call 0117 4408900 to
book.

Archaeology open day
People will have the chance to explore
archaeological finds from Keynsham,
including objects from the Roman and
medieval periods, on Thursday 20th
February.
The free event in the February half-term
takes place at the Romans Baths’ Pixash
Lane Archaeology Store in Keynsham.
Many of the beautiful objects discovered
in Keynsham can be seen on display at the
library and One Stop Shop but museum
stores are excellent places to see behind
the scenes and find out more about objects
that aren’t on display.
There will be the opportunity to handle
objects including Roman mosaics, coins
and small personal items such as brooches
and tweezers discovered in areas of
Keynsham that were once part of a Roman
settlement possibly known as Trajectus.
The tour will also guide visitors through

Bohemian Paris. Influenced by the
flamboyant, vibrant, eclectic, free-spirited,
debauched lifestyle of the time, his work was
known for its provocative nature,
highlighting Paris’s colourful nightlife,
stripping away the glamour to bring the
Parisian underworld to life.
Beginning in Montmartre in the 1880s, the
exhibition examines Toulouse-Lautrec’s
work as a printmaker and shines a light on
the celebrated stars of the stage, and the
styles and fashions of the time. His work
features Paris’s most popular cafés, cabarets,
and entertainers including stage star Yvette

Guilbert and famous dancers like Jane Avril
and Loïe Fuller.
The exhibition also draws parallels between
Bohemian Paris and Bath, which itself was
a mix of high society and a more debauched
underworld in the Georgian and Regency
periods. Bath also became a centre for
lithography when Thomas Barker set up one
of the first lithographic presses in the country
outside London.
There will be a series of talks and tours to
accompany the exhibition which runs until
26th
May.
Find
out
more
at
www.victoriagal.org.uk

Taster singing workshops
Women’s show chorus Avon Harmony A
Cappella has moved to a new rehearsal
venue at Glenfrome Primary School in
Eastville after a bumper year of
community singing and supporting local
charities.
Avon Harmony is now looking for
enthusiastic singers to join the annual
Love to Sing six-week taster workshops,
starting on Thursday 6th February at
7.30pm with two songs from the
movies/shows. The chorus is especially

looking for low altos but there is plenty of
space for everyone, whatever your voice
if you can hold a tune.
The non-profit singing group has women
of all ages travelling from all over Bristol
and beyond. Avon Harmony has grown by
a third in the last two years since inspiring
music director Mary Williams joined.
The taster course is at the special offer
price of £20. You can register at
www.avonharmony.com or call Mary on
0795 417 0532.

Visitors to the archaeology store
get close to a Roman mosaic from
Keynsham

stunning stonework from Keynsham
Abbey, including bosses that were an
important part of the Abbey’s vaulted
Chapter House.
Booking is essential for tours at 11am and
2pm. Call 01225 477773.
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Man arrested in Hanham and
stolen property worth £200k seized

Planned houses behind
Stockwood shops are refused
Controversial plans to build houses
behind shops in Stockwood have been
refused.
The proposed scheme submitted to Bristol
City Council for the land at 22-40 Harden
Road was for four detached houses, parking,
bin stores and alterations to the steps to flats.
The site is currently used as a car park and
for the delivery and servicing of commercial
properties.
The proposals included off-street parking for
the proposed houses as well as an 11-space
parking area. There were 30 objections to the
proposed development including from shops
in Hollway Road whose businesses back on
to the site.
Local councillors Graham Morris and Steve
Jones said the site has been used for car
parking for decades and supports the local
community to access key facilities including
the local shopping precinct, Stockwood
Medical Centre, pharmacies, post office and
the nearby primary school.
They said a reduction in parking would put

further pressure on the already struggling
road network and there would not be
sufficient provision for deliveries which
would lead to them being made off Hollway
Road - a route for the No 2 bus and a major
arterial route.
They also warned that people would travel
further afield if they couldn’t park, which
would signal the “death knell” of the shops.
The local planning authority rejected the
scheme, saying the proposed houses did not
meet minimum internal space standards and
applicant Mr B Pullin had failed to provide
information to show that the homes would
not be unduly affected by noise and
disturbance.
The report from planning officers said the
applicant had also failed to provide enough
evidence to show that the scheme would not
harm the viability of the Stockwood Local
Centre and there was not enough evidence to
assure them that the loss of car parking
would not have a detrimental impact on
parking and road safety in the area.

B&NES to take care
services in-house
B&NES Council will take over the running
of community resource centres and extra
care services previously operated by Sirona
Care & Health later this year.
Sirona had given 12 months’ notice of
termination last September claiming the
contracts were not financially sustainable.
Last week the two organisations issued a
joint statement reassuring residents and staff
that there will be no interruption to services
during the handover period and afterwards.
It said: “The community resource centres
and extra care facilities are people’s homes
16

and continuing the provision of high-quality
care and support remains a priority for all of
us now and during the transfer to the council.
“We will continue to work together during
the notice period to ensure there is continuity
of care and a smooth transition to the council
for staff, residents and tenants. We are
committed to keeping residents, tenants,
families and staff up to date.”
The 30-bed Charlton House in Keynsham is
one of the three community resource centres
while the extra care housing schemes include
Hawthorn Court nearby.

Police say they are working hard to
establish the rightful owners of suspected
stolen bicycles and other goods worth a
total estimated value of around £200,000
after a raid in Hanham last Thursday night.
Officers attended an address in The Glen
and arrested a man on suspicion of
handling stolen goods. They seized around
100 bike frames and parts along with
power tools and other items.
Police have been documenting the
recovered items and checking them
against police records to identify the
original owners.
You can make it harder for thieves to steal
your bikes and easier for police officers to

identify property as stolen.
Where possible, securely store your
bicycles in your home. If this isn’t
possible, ensure they are kept in a secure
outbuilding such as an alarmed and locked
shed or garage. Always lock your bicycles
to something immovable like a wall, the
floor or a railing. Double lock your bikes
using two quality locks.
Get your bikes and tools security marked
and registered at www.BikeRegister.com
and www.Immobilise.com
Record the details of your bicycles and
tools including noting the frame or serial
number and take photos including any
distinctive marks.

Deadline for Good
Citizen Award is extended
The entry deadline for the 2019/2020
Keynsham Good Citizen Award has been
extended to the end of February.
It is the first year that Keynsham Town
Council will be giving an award in three
separate categories - Young Citizen of the
Year, Good Citizen of the Year and
Lifetime Achievement Award.
In previous years, nominees had to be part
of a local organisation and volunteers to
be eligible, but for the 2019/2020 awards,
nominations will be accepted for
individuals in their own right.
It is also the first year that entries will be
considered for sporting and cultural
excellence, and nominations can now be

submitted for people who have
contributed in a professional capacity.
The Keynsham Good Citizen Award was
set up by the town council in 2007 and is
aimed at recognising the residents of
Keynsham who provide support, services
and activities that benefit the town.
Those selected for this year’s awards will
be invited to the Annual Town Meeting,
where they will be presented with a
framed certificate and £100 for the
charitable/community cause of their
choice. You can find full details and a link
to the entry form on the Keynsham Town
Council website at bit.ly/ktc-good-citizenaward

Five-day road closure outside crem
The road between Westerleigh and
Pucklechurch will be closed for five days
in February.
South Gloucestershire Council is building
a new island refuge outside Westerleigh
Crematorium as part of a pedestrian
improvement scheme.
To do so safely it says it needs to close
Westerleigh Road from Monday 17th to
Friday 21st February.
The closure will be in place on the stretch
of road outside the crematorium only.
Access to properties and amenities will be
available from the relevant end of the

B4465 but there will be no through access
during this time. Access to the
crematorium will be via the Westerleigh
Hill/Westerleigh Road direction. A signed
diversion
via
Westerleigh
Hill,
Westerleigh Road, the A4174 and
Shortwood Road will be in place.
The council says it is carrying out the
work during school half-term to try to
minimise disruption. Before the closure
there will be temporary signals in place for
two weeks (3rd to 14th February) while
additional facilities to help bus passengers
and pedestrians are put in place.
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Soap Box

Why our town doesn’t need more parking
Ric Davison gets on his soap box to talk about
the implications of climate change
I am increasingly given to frustration with the persistent
views and arguments that Keynsham is in desperate need
of more parking space. It’s as if a community’s wellbeing
depends on abundant and preferably free car parking
facilities.
More parking space in the town is unnecessary and such
views are entirely short-sighted. Put simply, a shortage of
parking spaces actually means that there are too many cars.
Demanding more car parking in Keynsham is indicative of
an ignorance of the impending crisis, perhaps extinction even,
which has nothing whatsoever to do with the four horsemen
or any other supernatural agencies but is entirely down to
humans. The residents of a resort in Wales are beginning to
find this out to their cost:
“In 26 years – or sooner, if forecasts worsen or a storm
breaches the sea defences – a taskforce led by Gwynedd
council will begin to move the 850 residents of Fairbourne
out of their homes. The whole village – houses, shops, roads,
sewers, gas pipes and electricity pylons – will then be
dismantled, turning the site back into a tidal salt marsh. It will
become the first community in the UK to be decommissioned
as a result of climate change.”
The Guardian May 2019
Talk about the local authority redesigning the Keynsham
town centre traffic flow! Imagine them telling you the whole
lot was going to be, literally in Fairbourne’s case, up the
creek! And imagine the implications for your property’s
value. Climate change is a reality and its implications are
going to demand more changes than we can imagine.
But here’s the good side of it: if the UK still exists as we
know it in 30 years’ time, if it hasn’t become an archipelago
of separated islands, it will only be because, somehow, we
will as a nation have pulled off the seemingly impossible task
of stemming a further 1.5 degree deadly rise in average
temperature. It means we will have reduced our carbon
imprint to more or less zero. There is no other way. Glasgow
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City Council is already running a determined campaign for
the city to be carbon neutral by 2030. They will have plenty
of spare parking places if they manage to achieve it.
This is not a task that can be achieved while cars remain part
of our everyday life. Private individual transport as we know
it has to be priced out of people’s grasp, because it will not
be surrendered willingly, and an entirely new structure of
public transport will need to be developed and paid for.
Confirmation of city centre traffic charges in Bath is the start
of this in our area. There will be much more to follow.
B&NES and Keynsham Town Council have both subscribed
to and declared a climate emergency and it remains to be seen
how far they will take this seriously.
Writer, broadcaster and leader of the Transition Movement
Rob Hopkins put this in a
different and positive light
at his talk in The Space
earlier this month – just a
few
days
before
Keynsham’s
first
Extinction
Rebellion
demonstration. Pointing
out that on average a third
of the land area of cities
and
towns
in
the
developed world is given
to traffic and parking, he
asks what can be done
with the growth of all the
spare space that will be
available in 30 years’ time
when private cars and
transport are no longer the

imposition they are today.
This future should be one of imagination and creativity says
Rob Hopkins, given the new opportunities it will afford. It
will present an exciting challenge for communities, of which
just one aspect will be how best to make use of the extra town
and city space that will emerge – and that will surely include
social and cultural facilities.
Last week Sir Richard Attenborough added his voice, saying
that it was “palpable nonsense” to deny that the likes of the
fires in Australia are a manifestation of climate change.
One thing might be quite clear, though – to be calling for
more designated parking space is quite a long way off the
mark – and, as we shall see, quite unnecessary. On the other
hand, and all of the above aside, an old truism remains
perfectly relevant: a town with plenty of available parking
spaces currently is most likely a dead town!
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Use of Kingswood Foodbank soars
During the calendar year
2019, the Kingswood
Foodbank welcomed 706
clients compared to 581 in
2018, an increase of
21.5%.
1,604
people
(including 616 children)
were fed, compared to
1,405 in 2018, which is a
14% increase.
Over the four Mondays the
foodbank was open in
December, 268 people were

Goods Vehicle
Operator’s
Licence
Greg Swist LTD
of 93A Flat B, Pretoria Road,
Bristol BS34 5PY
is applying for a licence to use
Unit 2, Warmley Business
Park, Crown Way, Warmley,
Bristol BS30 8FR, GB
as an operating centre for
5 goods vehicles and
5 trailers.
Owner or occupiers of land
(including buildings) near the
operating centre(s) who believe
that their use or enjoyment of that
land would be affected, should
make written representations
to the Traffic Commissioner at
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills
Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF, stating
their reasons, within 21 days of
this notice. Representors must
at the same time send a copy
of their representations to the
applicant at the address given
at the top of this notice. A Guide
to Making Representations
is available from the Traffic
Commissioner’s office.

served, compared to 201 in
2018. This is an increase of
one third. During this time
the team witnessed a
number of people reduced to

surrounding areas.
A spokesperson added:
“Unfortunately, it seems the
demand for Foodbank
support is not going to go

tears when they saw how
much they were being given
- not just food and toiletries
but presents as well.
The organisers say all this
was made possible thanks to
the incredible generosity of
individuals,
schools,
churches, social clubs and
firms in Kingswood and the

away anytime soon.”
The foodbank is based in the
Bourne Christian Centre at
the junction of Waters Road
with Two Mile Hill Road.
The foodbank team are there
from 9.30am to 1pm on
Mondays although items can
be left on other days with the
office staff.

Marathon runner to
raise funds for mental
health charity
Ashley Dunn from St George is running the London
Marathon in April to raise money for the charity Mind.
After moving to Bristol to attend university four years
ago, he began to suffer from mental health issues, and it
was the help and support of Mind which helped him
through a difficult period in his life.
In addition to raising sponsorship for his run, Ashley is
also organising a fundraising evening on Saturday 28th
March at the Colston Arms on St Michael’s Hill in
Bristol. For more details and tickets contact
ajdunn101@gmail.com

Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective
and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
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Plans to improve cycle
safety at accident site
There are plans to make it safer for
cyclists at the junction of the A4017
Bromley Heath Road and Cleeve Wood
Road in Downend.
South Gloucestershire Council says the
junction has a recent injury accident record
involving cyclists, with a pattern of vehicles
turning into and out of Cleeve Wood Road
into the path of northbound cyclists.
The council is now asking people for their
views on a proposed scheme to introduce a
two-metre-wide green high friction surfacing
strip with cycle symbols for a length of 66
metres along the northbound side of

Bromley Heath Road to make vehicles aware
of cyclists crossing the entrances/exits of
Cleeve Wood Road.
In addition, there is a proposed hatched area
on the slip road of Cleeve Wood Road from
Bromley Heath Road aimed at slowing
vehicles leaving the main road.
You can find out more about the plans and
take part in a questionnaire at
www.consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult
The closing date for comments is 17th
February. Subject to the comments received
at consultation and public advertisement, the
proposals will be implemented during 2020.

Wombles clear build-up
of rubbish at Hicks Gate
Keynsham Wombles’ first action of 2020
saw them remove literally tons of rubbish
from the slip road at Hicks Gate.
The road, which is used by buses to avoid
the traffic lights on the roundabout, has
suffered from historic fly-tipping over the
years and the Wombles will be returning

later in the year to complete the task of
removal. The next Big Womble is planned
for Saturday 22nd February, (10am to
noon). The venue has yet to be decided
but you can keep in touch on the
Wombles’ Facebook page or contact Erica
at womble@transitionkeynsham.org

Situations Vacant
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Garden Services

Handyman

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Holiday Lets
Cleaning

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Appliances

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Drainage

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80

Home
Maintenance

Architectural
Services

8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Fitness

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Blinds

Electrical

Foot Health

Guttering

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
22
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Service Directory
Home Help

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Logs

Skip Hire

£21.00
Waste Disposal

+ VAT
per insert

Plumbers

Painting
& Decorating

Rubbish
Clearance

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Cheap and fast

Adverts cost £4.20 per

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

centimetre (min 5cm)

Call 0117 9373009

1 week - £21

at anytime to book

The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Tree Services

12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Pregnancy
Massage

Windows & Doors

Pregnancy
Massage

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

The Week in • Wednesday 29th January 2020

Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

An advert
like this costs

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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