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Farewell to 2019 and to some good friends
It’s been another busy year with much to celebrate but also
lots to complain about and to campaign around.
First we had a General Election – presumably because it was

so long since the last General Election!
And the regional Joint Spatial Plan (JSP), our economic
blueprint for the next 20 years and including proposals for a

better transport infrastructure, didn’t impress government
inspectors who sent it back to the drawing board.
Not surprisingly, local transport and traffic issues have
occupied the vast majority of The Week In’s column inches
during 2019 while we ourselves proudly celebrated our 600th
issue. Ambitious projects were unveiled – a bridge of the
River Avon, a ‘throughabout’ on the Ring Road and a hotel
for Keynsham town centre.
‘Keynsham beset by roadworks’ was one January headline
that set a highways tone for 2019. Later Issues reported
problems on the A37, Abson and Wick, while residents of
Stockwood and Whitchurch mobilised against one of those
JSP related projects – the ‘South Bristol Wrong Road’. South
Gloucestershire Council consulted on its ‘big hammer/small
nut’ solution to peak-hour congestion at the Wraxall
roundabout on the A4174 ring road - a £6m through
road/traffic light roundabout. And the unloved Keynsham
one-way system saga would not go away! Consultation
responses to B&NES’ plans to improve the ‘public realm’ on
the High Street reached just over 140. The survey undertaken
by Bath Bus Company on whether it should continue to run
the airport bus through Keynsham received ten times that
number. The airport bus stayed.
Meanwhile the West of England Combined Authority
Mayor’s Bus Strategy, resembled many of those buses – it
was late and it still hasn’t arrived! Whether it will resemble
London buses when it finally is published, we will have to
wait and see.
Continued on page 3
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Farewell to 2019 and to some good friends
Continued from page 1
In May, we had local council elections in Bath & North East
Somerset and South Gloucestershire. In the former, control
of the council passed so overwhelmingly from Conservative
to Lib Dem that even the council leader lost his seat.
In June, came news that St Monica Trust was stepping in to
take over the running of the Somerdale Pavilion in
Keynsham from the beleaguered charity Aquaterra. It was
also the first time we reported on a macabre story of a cat
being killed and mutilated. Later in the year, a similar event
was reported, this time with an arrest made.
July saw another controversial road scheme introduced – this
time at Hambrook on the ring road where the aim was to
bring levels of nitrogen dioxide below the danger limit.
In August news broke that Mitie was to relocate 300 hundred
staff to a new HQ at the Chocolate Quarter. “Where are they
going to park?” was the theme of the following week’s
Letters page. And this was also the month that the inspectors
delivered their damning assessment of the Joint Spatial
Policy.
Church’s Newsagents, an icon of Keynsham High Street
spanning three generations, was put on the market in

Roy Staddon
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September. The final nail in the coffin for the owners – you
guessed it, the one-way system. In South Gloucestershire, the
council leader was nicknamed ‘3 jobs Toby’ by his opponents
after the West of England Mayor agreed to pay him for a day
a week to be his deputy, while he was already being paid by
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore for a similar commitment.
In the remaining three days, he led the council, for which the
‘allowances’ exceed £30,000.
To finish the year on a low, we had that General Election.
People shouted, sitting MPs went into hiding or ducked local
hustings - and while the political map of the country changed
significantly further north, it was ‘as you were’ here.
Sadly our area lost many good people during the year.
The first, in April was eight-year-old Lee Belgium from Lyde
Green who had already suffered cancer three times. The
community had rallied round to pay for pioneering treatment
which he was never able to receive. The following week,
Keynsham-based comedian Ian Cognito literally died on
stage. His passing during a stand-up performance in the
Midlands drew tributes from across the entertainment world.
Reg Bennett had been a regular feature in The Week In since
2015. An original campaigner to keep Cosham Hospital
open, he got back on the soap box when it became apparent
that the promised minor injuries clinic was in doubt.
Sorrowfully, we had to announce his death in our celebratory
Issue 600.
Just prior to that, the Keynsham community was rocked by
the passing of Denise James. Dee was chair of Keynsham in
Bloom and Secretary of RHS South West in Bloom and
oversaw several initiatives and successes for the town. The
‘bicycles’ and Keynsham Station are just two projects that
linger long in the memory.
Another unexpected loss for Keynsham was businessman

Dave Gorham

Denise james

Dave Gorham, aged just 56. The owner of Blades and Dudes
‘n Dolls, he was well known in the local community and a
particular supporter of The Week In from almost our first
edition.
In local politics, Roy Staddon was the last tribute we
published in 2019. A former chair of Keynsham Town
Council and long standing member of the local Labour Party,
Roy’s friends embraced every walk of life and political
persuasion. Other local politicians who left us this year
include Mike Langley from Brislington East and Maqsood
Zamir, who was a Wansdyke councillor in the 1990s.
Reg Bennett
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Dog walker attacked
A man was assaulted by another dog
walker in Willsbridge earlier this month.
The man, in his 40s, was knocked
unconscious in the incident which
happened in fields south of Willsbridge
Mill at about 2.30pm on Saturday 7th
December. The victim, who suffered
facial injuries, had challenged the
offender about his dogs who had chased
his own dog.
Police are now appealing for witnesses
and more information. The offender is
believed to have punched the victim with

a dog chain wrapped around his hand. The
man is described as white, between 5ft
10ins – 6ft tall, of large build and greying
hair. He was aged in his late 30s or 40s.He
wore multiple layers of grey and blue
clothing, a gilet with lots of pockets and
black wellies. The man had three dogs –
thought to be two German Shepherds and
a Bullmastiff-type dog.
If you witnessed the incident, or can help
identify the offender, please call 101 and
provide the call handler with the reference
5219282621

Postal strike called off
Planned walk outs at Keynsham sorting
office prior to Christmas were called off –
but too late to be reported in The Week In
of 18th December.
The original action had been called in
support of a member of staff, Paul Hollow,
who had been dismissed on an absence issue
which colleagues believed to be unfair in
view of personal tragedies which he had
suffered. CWU Branch Secretary Rob
Wotherspoon told The Week In: “We have
made progress in talks with the business and

so there are no current plans to take strike
action. We still believe that Paul Hollow has
been treated in a callous and unfair manner
by his employer, and we are determined to
return him to his round as soon as possible.
Employers should be sympathetic to
bereavement and mental health issues, not
sack people for them. A full campaign for
Paul Hollow will be taking place which may
involve strike action in other offices in
Bristol if we are unable to achieve a just
resolution.”

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Local firms help bring
community radio a step closer
The launch of Keynsham’s own community radio station
took a giant step forwards (and upwards) just prior to
Christmas when the KTCRfm transmitter was erected at
Burnett.
With commissioning work by Ofcom and some of the final
legal processing of the broadcast licensing to be completed,
it is hoped that test broadcasting would commence shortly
on 105.8 FM. The studio was completed earlier in the month
at the @One building on The Park (behind St John’s Church)
thanks to grant funding from the National Lottery and
Keynsham Town Council. A series of locally made
programmes is due to commence broadcasting earlier in the
New Year. The aerial installation was made possible thanks
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to the help two local companies. CRL (Concrete Repairs Ltd)
agreed to installation on the chimney of its office at the old
boiler house at Burnett Business Park, and despite the
inclement weather conditions expert installers The Aerial
Man had the job done in record time. Primarily known for
domestic aerial and wifi work, the Kingswood-based
company not only serves commercial businesses as well but
also specialises in ham radio connections.
KTCRfm was established in 2017 when it was awarded the
community FM licence for the Keynsham area. Once fully
operational next month, it will offer a mix of live broadcast,
own recorded programmes on local interest and community
matters as well as music.
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Brislington car
dealership closes
Mystery surrounds the sudden closure of Simmonstone
Motors on Bath Road, Brislington.
The Alfa Romeo, Abarth, Fiat and Jeep retailer closed
its doors on Friday 20th December with reports
suggesting a resulting loss of up to 80 jobs. A separate
franchise the company held in Weston-super-Mare for
Hyundai closed at the end of October.
Witnesses reported a regular traffic in car transporters
removing vehicles from the site which now stands
relatively deserted. The company website gives no
indication that it has ceased trading but calls to the
business are not forwarded or answered.

Police station redevelopment
plan thrown out
B&NES Council’s planning committee voted to reject
proposals to build 26 flats on the former Keynsham Police
Station site despite being recommended to approve.
As we reported in Issue 594, the plans were ‘called-in’ for
review by the committee after objections from Keynsham
Town Council and the B&NES ward councillors. 34
objections from members of the public had also been
received with the main concerns being the size and scale,
insufficient parking and traffic implications for Bath Hill.
Consultants acting for the developer Hawkfield Homes had

described Bath Hill as a minor road.
An earlier proposal in April had been scaled down, reducing
the number of apartments and increasing the number of
parking spaces but concerns remained about the size of the
larger of the two proposed buildings and the impact on
residents of Dragons Hill Court. In recommending the
application for approval, the council planning officer
considered the scale of the project would not result in
significant harm to occupying neighbours and that the revised
parking plans submitted by the applicant were acceptable.
Having heard submissions from the local councillors and
residents, the committee however voted to refuse. (See also
Letters page 10)
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LETTERS
We must remain vigilant
over police station decision
Dear Stephen
I attended the meeting of the B&NES planning
committee on the 18th December in order to
speak in opposition to the application to
redevelop the former Keynsham Police Station
site by building 26 flats in two blocks.
The B&NES case officer had recommended
that the application be allowed despite the
strong opposition of Keynsham Town Council
which cited six good reasons for refusal. There
were also 34 individual objectors from
Keynsham residents on file, and the Council’s
own Landscape report recommend refusal as
well as their arboriculturist expressing concern

that dog owners have decided that the front of
our homes will suffice.
One owner, in particular, lets their animals onto
the front gardens of our homes to do their
business - you know who you are! Cars are
pulling up and the dogs are let out to c**p.
Most owners do pick up after their dogs, but all
you constantly see is dogs doing their business.
I have reported these concerns to the dog
warden who seems powerless to act. Owners,
why don’t you let your dogs mess in front of
your own homes, not ours?
Lastly, thanks to the Rotary for the crocus
plants but, I fear, they have all been messed on
or dug up by the relentless dog traffic.

New council homes
in Broomhill

Mrs. Nicholls, Keynsham

about the large mature trees which closely
border the site. However, after some debate the
Planning Committee refused the application
and I would like to thank both councillors Hal
McFie and Andy Wait for their support. I was
somewhat taken aback that the other Keynsham
councillor on the committee took no part in any
the discussions and actually voted for the
application to proceed.
I do realise that the developers might well
amend their plans or even appeal so we need to
be vigilant. I would add that, with the 72 flats
recently converted in Temple Street as well as
various other new flats in the new housing
developments in Keynsham, I do not believe
that further flats are necessary, particularly in
this location.
Hazel Powe, Keynsham

Let your dog mess in your
own garden, not ours!

Have your say on cat
microchipping
Dear Sir
As the UK’s largest cat charity, Cats Protection
has been campaigning for microchipping to
become compulsory for owned cats, as it
already is for dogs. This would greatly improve
feline welfare in the UK, helping lost cats to be
returned home swiftly and ensuring owners can
be notified if their cat is injured or killed on the
roads. Before the General Election, the
Government announced a call for evidence on
cat microchipping in England, giving the public
the chance to have their say on compulsory

At the official opening Bristol Mayor Marvin
Rees (above) said: “This is one of the best
bits of my role - being up here with new
houses and young families, knowing that
lives are being transformed.”
Paul Smith, Cabinet Member for Housing,
said: “It was a very poor situation here – we
had a building that was run down, with
people living in bad conditions. Now we
have fantastic houses for those who need
them the most.”

microchipping. This call for evidence is in
addition to a pledge in the Conservative
manifesto

to

“bring

forward

cat

microchipping”. With the call for evidence
open until 4th January 2020, the public now
only has a few days left to respond on this

Dear Sir

important cat welfare issue.

The green on Pine Court (on the corner where

To support Cats Protection’s campaign and

Longmeadow Road and Charlton Road) is

send an e-letter to the Government about why

NOT a designated dog toilet.

microchipping cats is important, please visit

The number of dogs fowling this green has

www.cats.org.uk/microchips-reunite before 4th

increased significantly since the building of

January.

new houses at The Meadows and Bilbie Green.

Jacqui Cuff

There is still access to the woods, but it seems

Head of Advocacy & Government Relations
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Bristol City Council have made
progress in Brislington as part
of their efforts to turn brownfield
sites into much needed housing across the
city.
Families have moved into a new
development of 13 properties where an
elderly persons’ home once stood . Smaller
homes are very much in demand and the new
site is helping meet this need by way of twobedroom houses and two one-bedroom flats.
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Pioneer minister to be commisioned
The Keynsham Team Ministry is holding
a service for the commissioning of its new
Pioneer Minister Trevor James.
The special event is taking place in the
Atrium at the Chocolate Quarter on
Thursday 9th January (7pm) and the
service will be led by the Rt Revd Peter
Hancock, Bishop of Bath & Wells.

Trevor has been appointed for 5 years to
live in the new housing development at
Hygge Park in Keynsham to help build a
sense of belonging and community in the
dispersed areas of new housing and to be
a bridge builder between new residents
and existing groups and networks in the
town.

Employer recognition
Circadian Trust, the organisation that runs
leisure centres for South Gloucestershire
Council, has been awarded a ‘Best Companies
to Work For’ accreditation.
Best Companies is the standard for workplace
engagement and measures how engaged
people are at work and how they feel about
their employer. Circadian Trust has been

Sudoku
1-Easy

earmarked as ‘One to Watch’, a special status
awarded to organisations where workplace
engagement shows promising signs for the
future. There are currently five Active
Lifestyle Centres operated by Circadian Trust
across South Gloucestershire - in Bradley
Stoke, Kingswood, Longwell Green,
Thornbury and Yate

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 5th January

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Children’s carols
add Christmas spirit
The public have enjoyed an opportunity to visit Magpie
Court retirement development in Hanham. Tea and
mince pies were served while the children from Cherry
Garden Primary School performed Christmas carols.
Geoff Bates, Head of Marketing at McCarthy & Stone
South, said: “Everyone who came along had a
wonderful time and saw for themselves what a closeknit and supportive community we have a Magpie
Court. I’d like to thank the pupils from Cherry Garden
Primary School for their brilliant performances”.

OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in January

Transition founder to talk in Keynsham
Rob Hopkins, the founder
of
the
Transition
movement is coming to
Keynsham next week to
talk about the themes

explored in his latest book
‘From What Is to What
If’.
The visit is being organised
by the local Keynsham

Saltford Community Cinema
The next cinema screening on Friday 17th January will
be ‘Yesterday’
Jack Malik is a struggling singer-songwriter in an
English seaside town whose dreams of fame are rapidly
fading. After a freak bus accident, Jack wakes up to
discover that The Beatles have never existed.
Performing songs by the greatest band in history to a
world that has never heard them, Jack becomes an
overnight sensation.
The film will start at 7:30 pm with the bar and ice
creams available from 6:45pm. Entrance fee is only £5
with tickets available only on the door.

Transition
group
and
promises to be a fascinating
evening. The book is packed
with stories of schools,
businesses,
local
governments and activism
that puts the cultivation of
the imagination at their
heart.
The event is on Tuesday 7th
January at The Space
(doors at 7pm for
7.30pm). Tickets are £7
on the door or £5.50 in
advance
(including
booking fee) if booked on
line at keynshamtickets.
cloudvenue.co.uk/

Rob Hopkins

Charity Burns Night
in Keynsham
A charity Burns Night event is being held at St John’s
Parish Hall in Keynsham on Saturday 25th January
(7pm start). The meal will include haggis, ‘neeps and
tatties’ and a dessert.
Individual tickets are £15 or £40 for a family and are
available on 0117 986 3354 or by emailing:
office@keynshamparish.org.uk
Monies raised will go to the Chewton Keynsham
Church fund and the Philippines Street Children
charity.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Teenagers arrested
after bike thefts
Police arrested three teenagers in
connection with a significant number of
bike thefts in the region over the last 12
months.
A 16-year-old from Staple Hill, a 16-year-old
from St George and a 17-year-old from
Speedwell, were arrested early on Thursday
19th December during a planned operation
in
which
three
properties
were
simultaneously visited by police officers
working as part of Operation Remedy.
As part of this action, officers also seized a
number of additional bicycles, motor bikes
and other parts believed to be stolen. Officers
will now be working to identify if any of
these bicycles have been reported as stolen
so they can be returned to the owners.
Officers believe online selling sites and
social media platforms have been used to
identify high value bicycles and motor bikes
for sale whereby sellers have shared their
address and details of their whereabouts with
prospective buyers. The majority of the
burglaries reported have occurred shortly
after victims have disclosed these details and
whilst they were away or at work.
Inspector Andy Peppin, of Operation

Remedy, commented: “Over the last year,
there have been a significant number of
bicycle thefts across South Gloucestershire
and Bath & North East Somerset. Nearly all
of the thefts have occurred following the
victims sharing their address and movements
with individuals they believed to be
interested in buying their bikes.
“We take burglary very seriously and are
committed to identifying and apprehending
the individuals responsible.
“We seized a number of bicycles we believe
to be stolen and will be working hard to
identify the original owners and return their
bikes to them.
“I cannot advise members of the public
strongly enough to never disclose any
personal details – particularly your home
address and movements – when attempting
to sell bikes or other belongings online.
“In addition to avoiding divulging details
online, there are also a number of things
members of the public can do to make it
harder for thieves to steal their bikes as well
as making it easier for police officers to
identify a bicycle as stolen and return it to
the original owners.”
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Service Directory
Garden Services

Home Help

Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Roofing

Tree Services

Telephone
Engineer
Venue Hire

Sewing Lessons
Waste Disposal

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Rubbish
Clearance

Plastering
Guttering

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Logs
Skip Hire

Plumbers

Handyman

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Windows & Doors

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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