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Arson and criminal damage at allotment site
Several sheds and benches were set alight and pots and
crops were trampled during an attack at the Warmley Golf
Course allotment site.
It happened in the early hours of Wednesday 13th

November. Avon Fire & Rescue Service attended.
The site is run by Oldland Parish Council. The clerk
Victoria Hicks said: “The parish council fully supports the
allotmenteers and has been liaising with the local police

beat team in reporting damage and seeking for greater
surveillance of the site.”
She told councillors at a meeting last Thursday that the
incident has “un-nerved” people. Police were due to attend
a public meeting last night (Tuesday) to offer reassurance.
The allotmenteers were due to organise a working party
to clear the damage and to stand together against the
“mindless action”, she said.
The council has arranged a skip to take away the firedamaged items.
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Campaigners target
takeaways over litter
Keynsham Plastic Re-Action teamed up with local
Wombles to organise a protest at KFC and Domino’s
Pizza in the town.
Members of the Keynsham and Saltford Wombles and the
environmental campaign group presented each of the two fast
food stores with an invoice for £1,042 which reflects the time
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their volunteers spend each year litter picking the packaging
from their stores in the community.
Saltford Wombles also brought with them a rubbish sack full
of KFC litter which had been collected along the A4 in just
one week. The road is litter picked every week.
Erica Davies, Keynsham’s Chief Womble, said: “We are
horrified that one takeaway store could produce that amount
of litter thrown from cars along just one road in a week.
“We have asked both stores to make all their packaging
biodegradable so if it does become litter the risk to wildlife
and our environment is reduced, but also to find ways of
working with their customers to change the perception that
it is acceptable to drop litter.
“Domino’s prepared well for our visit and Nina Arnott, their
customer relations manager, was there to meet us.
“She was able to reassure us that the majority of their
packaging is biodegradable, but where it wasn’t that they are
working with their suppliers to find an alternative, though
they have so far been able to do this. She has given us her
personal email address so we can contact her when we find
examples of littering.
“KFC’s local store manager was as helpful as he could be
but didn’t appear to have had any support from his head
office. He promised to raise our concerns at their next staff
conference.
“We will be visiting other takeaway stores in our town and
surrounding area over the next few months.”
KFC’s website says all its packaging is either recycled or
from sustainable sources.

Salon collects
for foodbank
The Chopfather barber’s shop in Longwell Green is
again acting as a foodbank drop-off point this
December.
This is the fifth year that salon owner Richard Rubino
has invited people to donate food to help those in need
at Christmas.
Donations of tinned and dry food items with a long
shelf life are welcomed.
The donations will go to the Juice Community Project
in Cadbury Heath to distribute via their foodbank.
The shop will be collecting from 1st to 20th December.

Roadworks around
Keynsham
There are two-way traffic lights in Chandag Road in
Keynsham this week until Friday for gas installation
works.
B&NES Council roadworks were due to happen in
Avon Mill Lane yesterday (Tuesday) and today, with
two-way traffic lights. On Burnett Hill multi-way traffic
lights for Openreach works were due to begin yesterday
and finish tomorrow.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Three arrests in Lyde
Green assault inquiry
Police have been appealing
for witnesses following an
incident last week in Lyde
Green which left a man in
a critical condition in
hospital.
Officers were called to
Willowherb Road at 1.42am
on Wednesday to a report of
a man having been detained
by members of the public
after allegedly trying to
break into cars.
Officers attended by 1.51am
and found the man to be
unresponsive. An ambulance
arrived at 2.05am and he was
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taken to hospital where he
has been in intensive care.
Police initially put out an
appeal to try to find out who
he was, describing him as
being in his 40s or 50s before

saying they had identified
him.
Three men aged 25, 35 and
49 have been arrested on
suspicion
of
causing
grievous bodily harm.

If you have information
about the incident and have
not yet spoken with officers,
call 101 and give the call
handler
the
reference
5219628280.

Emergency call-out
to youths in river
Emergency services were called
out on Friday night after reports
of two youths in the river at
Keynsham Memorial Park.
White Watch from Hicks Gate
fire station, who attended,
reported: “Sadly alcohol, young
people and water don't mix.
Thankfully they had selfrescued upon our arrival. Advice
was given and they were
checked over by paramedics.”
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Plans for hotel, pub and DriveThru Costa get the go-ahead
Planning permission has been granted for a four-storey
Travelodge, a Chef & Brewer pub and a Drive-Thru
Costa on vacant land at Emersons Green.
The scheme for the 1.32-hectare site next to Harlequin Office
Park includes more than 200 parking spaces.
The site is near Emersons Green NHS Treatment Centre. To
the north is the M4 and to the west the A432 to Yate while
the A4174 ring road is to the south.
The site previously had planning permission for office
development and is one of the final remaining development
plots within the Emersons Green Masterplan ‘Area B’.
Bromsgrove-based Hinton Properties (Hotel 1) Ltd

The hotel & Drive-Thru
Images:: Design Development Partnership
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purchased the site from Emersons Green Ltd and submitted
a proposal to South Gloucestershire Council for full planning
permission for change of use of the land to a mixed-use
development comprising a new 90-bedroom hotel, a pub and
restaurant and coffee shop with a drive-thru facility plus
landscaping.
Each of the three units will have their own parking facilities.
Overall 207 parking spaces are proposed (12 for disabled
users) together with 12 cycle parking spaces.
Ten members of the public raised concerns about the plans
including that there wouldn’t be enough parking for a 90-bed
hotel with 60 staff and parking locally is already a problem;

The pub

that there is too much traffic already and it will increase in
the evening and at weekends.
The council said the proposal demonstrated that the uses
would not add to existing problems.

Good rating
for care home
The Recovery Hub in Brislington, a residential care home
that provides personal care to up to nine people with
acute mental health needs, has kept its Good rating from
the Care Quality Commission following a recent visit.
The home in Hampstead Road is run by Milestones Trust.
Inspectors said the service was exceptionally well-led by
the registered manager and the staff team were very well
supported to develop their skills.
There were effective systems in place to monitor and
improve the quality of the service and people living there
were supported by dedicated and consistent staff who
knew them well.
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Parish council objects to
new filling station at Asda
Oldland Parish Council has
lodged an objection to Asda’s
plans to replace the filling
station at Craven Way.
As we reported in Issue 602,
plans to replace the six-pump
drive-to-pay station with a new
eight pump (16 filling positions)
automated filling station, have
been submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council.
Asda also plans to replace the car
washing and service and service facilities.
At their meeting last Thursday, Oldland
Parish Council’s Planning, Highways &
Environment Committee objected on the
grounds that certain issues require
clarification.
“The developer refers to a site in Rotherham
and causes concern that some of the
statements made may not refer to the Asda
site at Craven Way. Opening times are not
clearly specified and it is felt that they should
be limited in respect of the residential
amenity of neighbouring properties.
“The illumination of internally illuminated
signage should be limited to hours of
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business in respect of the residential amenity
of neighbouring properties.
“There is no provision for electric charging
points. There are concerns that a more open
layout may increase incidents of anti-social
behaviour already occurring in the main car
park.”
The council has asked for the application to
be called in by the councillors who represent
the area on South Glos Council, which would
see the decision being made at a meeting the
public can speak at, rather than by a council
planning officer.
The deadline for comments has now closed.
A decision is due in January.
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Hanham trader Nicola is star of Visa advert
Nicola Bartlett, who founded Eclectic Gift Shop in
Hanham High Street, is the star of Visa’s advertising
campaign encouraging everyone to shop independent this
Christmas.
Eclectic was founded in 2017 by Nicola and provides an
outlet for the very best of Bristol’s small, creative businesses
to sell their work.
Her business was also highlighted recently by Small Business
Saturday, a national campaign celebrating the best of the
UK’s small businesses and encouraging everyone to support

Behind the scenes during the making of the advert
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them.
Small Business Saturday organisers hold a 100-day
countdown highlighting 100 trail-blazing business per day
and chose to feature Eclectic Gift Shop.
On taking part in the Visa advert, which was filmed by
Saatchi & Saatchi, Nicola said: “It was a lot of fun and we're
thrilled to be part of such an important message.
“The response has been fantastic with so many customers
coming in to ask more about it and say congratulations and
jokingly ask for my autograph - they're a great bunch, we
really do have the best customers.”
You can watch the advert at www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=718656468544400
Meanwhile to coincide with Small Business Saturday,
Hanham Business & Community Partnership are organising

Nicola Bartlett

the annual Hanham High Street Christmas Fair on Saturday
7th December from 3pm to 6pm.
The High Street will be closed to traffic and will be bustling
with street food, market stalls, fairground rides and free
entertainment, as well as Santa's Grotto. Businesses will be
open as usual.
If you would like to have a stall at this year's fair, or would
like to help steward email eventshanham@gmail.com

Helping the homeless
and lonely
Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford are
arranging events this Christmas.
On Saturday 7th December between 9am and noon there
will be the annual food collection for the homeless in
Bristol and Bath. There will be collecting points outside
the Victoria Methodist Church and Poundland store, both
in Keynsham High Street.
People in Keynsham have been very generous in the past
and the organisers hope this will be repeated this year.
On Christmas Day there will be dinner and entertainment
at St Dunstan’s Church Hall for anyone spending
Christmas on their own. It will take place from 11am to
3pm but is by reservation only. Call Wendy Robbins on
0117 9406430.
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Airport expansion objectors
organise Keynsham meeting
There will be a meeting in Keynsham next Wednesday
(4th December) about the proposed expansion of Bristol
Airport.
The meeting for people to find out more about the proposals
for the UK’s ninth largest airport has been organised by
www.stopbristolairportexpansion.org who say that if the
airport is allowed to expand, the town will be living under
the flightpath of 23,000 extra flights a year.
The meeting is from 7.30pm to 9.15pm at Keynsham Baptist
Church in the High Street.
North Somerset Council’s Planning Committee will meet

Get-together for
creative writers
Quill was launched earlier this year to provide a free
platform for local writers, poets and illustrators in South
Gloucestershire to showcase their talents in print.
Quill’s first open meeting will be at the Bean Tree Café
in Page Park, Staple Hill, this Friday (29th November)
from 7pm to 9pm. If you are interested in creative
writing, come along to this informal evening. If you
wish, you can bring some of your own short pieces to
share with other local creative writers. Members will be
reading out some of the pieces from Quill’s recently
published and circulated Remembrance collection.
To find out more email quill.chair@gmail.com

Success for First
West of England at
UK Bus Awards
Bus company First West of England has won gold and
bronze in two categories at the 2019 UK Bus Awards.
The company’s initiative ‘Going for Growth’ took the
top spot in the Sustained Marketing Excellence
category.
Over the last five years, First Bus in West of England
has seen more and more people jump on board its buses,
bucking the national trend, despite challenging
conditions in Bristol as one of the UK’s most congested
cities. The team has focused on simplifying fares,
modernising the fleet, promoting digital ways to buy
tickets and ongoing community engagement.
First’s metrobus service took bronze in the ‘Making
Buses a Better Choice’ category. The service has carried
more than two million passengers in a little over a year
and customer numbers are still growing. It uses guided
busways, bus-only bridges and buy-before-you-board
technology.

Bristol Airport

early in 2020 to decide whether or not to approve the airport’s
planning application which would enable a throughput of 12
million terminal passengers a year.
Both Bristol City Council and South Gloucestershire Council
support the expansion but B&NES has objected because of
the impact on roads in the district.
Publow with Pensford Parish Council has this month also
registered its objection, saying congestion on roads through
the region will increase, one of which - the A37 - goes
straight through the parish and is already a concern over
dangerous pollution levels.
The parish council also objected as the parish lies under the
flightpath and there would be an increase in the number of
evening and night flights, particularly throughout the
summer.
Avon Wildlife Trust has also lodged an objection this month
saying: “As North Somerset Council have recognised, we are
in the midst of an unprecedented climate emergency and
ecological crisis. We do not believe that airport expansion is
consistent with the action needed to address this, due to the
carbon emissions from flights and from local travel to the
airport.”

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 1st December

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
What’s happening to the
money for Kingswood?
Dear Editor
It is now one year ago that, with a great fanfare
of trumpets and a huge wave of publicity,
Cllr Toby Savage, Leader of South Glos
Council, announced that Kingswood was being
awarded £3m from the Love Your High Streets
Fund.
Since then, I have asked a number of times
what is happening to this money. So far all I am
told is ‘business plans are being drawn up’.
Only ONE thing has happened so far – the
provision of an electric road sweeper (again
with much publicity) but after a couple of
weeks this has disappeared!
When is Kingswood going to see some benefit
from this promised funding? Local councillors
whom I have approached are equally frustrated
as they cannot get answers despite pushing for
information.
If South Glos wants to be eco-friendly, why
buy a machine – why not employ some
unemployed people with brushes as that is
surely the most ecologically friendly way of
cleaning the streets as well as providing
employment. Brushes would cope better with
some of the narrow pavements and uneven
pavements in this area. Is there something
blocking the funds being used in this way or is
it simply that hi-tech answers make for better
media coverage?
The Friends of Kingswood Park are working
hard to brighten up our local environment, but
some people in South Glos Council are just
looking for publicity opportunities but not
delivering the goods. I challenge Cllr Savage
to step away from the cameras and put his
words into action and get things moving. This
is Kingswood’s money and needs to be spent
on things Kingswood people want and not
some grand ‘white elephant’ which ticks a few
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more boxes to make the council look good.

kings was that God is with us in our world full

the day together and arranged to meet again the

Ask the residents what they want and don’t

of joys and sorrows. His message to you is the

following day. It was not to be. The elder was

lead with ‘a short list of items those in power

same today. Why not pop in? You’ll be made

killed. He had stepped upon a hidden mine.

want’.

most welcome.

In my mother’s family there was also a very

Chris Farrell

For more information and opening times see

young family member who also put his age on

Local business owner

our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/

to join the Navy. He was involved in the Battle

meetingplacekingswood

of Jutland. His leg was partially blown off and

John Townley

needed to be amputated but surgical appliances

A place of hope

were not available. The ship’s commander was

Dear Editor
It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times, a time to dream, a time to dread. This

War stories need to
be shared

the well-known historical hero Captain Beatty.
He witnessed such bravery in the young lad’s
amputation that he later gave him a house and

could well sum up our experience of

Dear Editor

Christmas. Whether you approach this season

Now is the time surely to make known our own

full of hope and dreams or apprehension and

special stories of World Wars One and Two. It

dread, or whatever your feelings may be, I want

would be good to know that their telling might

to assure you there is a place of hope for you

induce love, forgiveness and compassion. We

this Christmas.

certainly need it. Perhaps regardless of all our

I remember the first Christmas after my wife,

faults, we might learn above all that love really

Caroline, died. I felt a deep emptiness. It was

is stronger than hate.

not Christmas as usual. The vacant chair

In World War One my own father was barely a

loomed large.

toddler when his father illegally increased his

I didn’t want the world to carry on as though

age to join the Army to fight for his country.

nothing had happened. I was greatly helped by

He was killed going over the top of a trench at

people listening to my story and praying for

Ypres.

Update on broken
sluice gate

me. You might be helped by coming to The

He left behind my own father Tom (all soldiers

Dear Editor

Meeting Place and hanging the name of loved

were called Tommies – it was a name of

In Issue 602 of The Week In you had an article

ones you will miss this Christmas, on our

bravery), his younger brother Harry, 14, and his

regarding the Warmley attenuation pond and

prayer tree.

much-loved very young mother. She was

the disrepair of the sluice gate.

The Meeting Place at 47 High Street,

pregnant and later gave birth to Topsy, so

The Environment Agency told you that

Kingswood, offers a space for you to come and

named after her very young father who she

responsibility for the sluice gate has been

talk to someone, or simply come and take

never knew.

passed to the council.

advantage of our quiet room or reflective

This younger brother became my own step-

That is wrong. The repair of the sluice gate is

activities.

grandfather. He told me how he saw my

the responsibility of the Environment Agency.

It is a haven of hope for you where you can

grandmother run out of the house in Derby

share both your joys and sorrows whatever the

Street, St George, crying, screaming and

reason.

tearing at her hair. Also that he would never

Our volunteers are waiting to hear your story

forget she was wearing a bright red skirt. He

in a non-judgemental, safe place. We would

fell in love with her that day and vowed to love

horse and carriage business. Sadly however the
young lady who professed to love him left him.
I am sure there are family members who can
add to this story.
There is so much more to tell of these brave
individuals and their stories need to be told and
shared for the global empowerment of love.

consider it a privilege to be with you this

and care for his brother’s widow throughout

Christmas.

her life. He kept his promise.

The message of hope that was given that first

Years later my father’s younger brothers also

Christmas to both poor shepherds and rich

joined the Army and met in Ypres. They spent

Dolores Powell (nee Hale)
Oldland Common

What South Gloucestershire Council have
agreed to is that once the gate has been repaired
and the Environment Agency’s padlocks
removed, South Gloucestershire Council will
accept

a

transfer

of

ownership

and

responsibility for future maintenance.
Cllr Steve Reade
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Family get on their bikes
for Children in Need
The Combe family from Bitton got
pedalling to help the BBC’s Children in
Need appeal.
Mum Martine said both Alistair, who is nine
and in Year 5 at Longwell Green Primary
School, and his six-year-old sister Rowena,
who is in Year 2, were very keen to do
something special.
She said: “Rowena cycled with her dad
Ewan from our home to Bitton, then along
the Bristol & Bath Railway Path to Bath,
and back again, totalling 15 miles. She was
fuelled by jelly beans and bananas! She'd
never cycled more than 12 miles previously,
and all this was on a bike without gears.
“Alistair and I cycled the same route to
Bath, then picked up the Two Tunnels
Greenway and headed through the

Devonshire Tunnel and the 1.7km long
Combe Down Tunnel before emerging in
Midford. From there we took country lanes
to the Dundas Aqueduct at Limpley Stoke
and followed the canal path back into the
centre of Bath, before retracing our route on
the Bristol & Bath Railway Path (with a
little addition up to Warmley and back to
make up the distance). Alistair cycled 30
miles.
“We did the cycles the day after the
televised Children in Need Show on
Saturday 16th November. We were lucky to
have dry and mild weather, although there
were plenty of muddy puddles on the canal
path for Alistair to cycle through. Together
they raised over £350 for Children in Need,
and are very proud of their achievements.”

Festive fundraising
for museum
Kingswood Heritage Museum is repeating its successful Christmas Stocking Filler
coffee morning, this year on Wednesday 11th December, starting at 10.30am.
2018's event was a great success and raised a considerable sum to support the museum's
work. Once again, the Friends' shop will be open, with a large selection of second-hand
books, CDs, DVDs, vinyl records and other gifts.
Linda Payne, secretary of the Friends of the Museum, is pictured with some of the gift
ideas that will be on offer.
The museum is located in the former Champion Brass Works, at Tower Lane, Warmley.

Rowena & Alistair

Christmas market
Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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There will be a Christmas Market this Saturday (30th November) from 10am to 2pm at
Saltford Hall with stalls including crafts, preserves, cakes, books and bric-a-brac.
Santa’s Grotto will be open from 10.30am to noon.
There will be mulled wine and mince pies as well as bacon rolls available in the café.
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Wind energy trial
consultation closes
The open consultation into a green
energy protype being trialled on
Kelston Roundhill has now closed,
with the landowners saying they have
received “useful feedback”.
Landowners

Kelston

Tump

LLP

conducted the consultation on the wind
array

which

was

designed

and

commissioned by Wiltshire company
Spinetic.
Measuring six metres high and 25 metres
long, it was installed halfway up the hill
over the summer. It is hailed as a
lightweight, low-cost flexible way of

Community Fridge
will help tackle
town’s food waste
Keynsham Community Fridge is hoping to launch early
in the new year at Temple Street Canteen.
Community Fridges operate at more than 30 locations
around the country, including Frome, providing a
facility for businesses and individuals to donate
unwanted fresh produce at the end of each day that can
then be used by anyone in the local community, saving
money and reducing waste. Anyone can help
themselves, although often people at risk of food
poverty will be especially helped by such a scheme.
Local shops, businesses as well as individuals can
donate food. The Frome fridge enables 5,000 items of
fresh food to be donated each month which amounts to
around 24 tonnes of food that would otherwise have
been wasted, being used by local people each year.

harvesting wind resource, with less
visual impact than traditional turbines.
Kelston Roundhill is part of the skyline

Plea for Christmas items

of the World Heritage City and in an

The Kingswood Foodbank, based in the Bourne
Community Church in Waters Road, would welcome
Christmas items that can be given to its clients.
Goods including Christmas puddings, mince pies,
chocolate coins, seasonal biscuit packs/ tins, gravy
granules, stuffing mix, cake and selection boxes would
be much appreciated.
So far this year the foodbank has fed 1,280 people
(including 490 children) compared with 1,154 last year.
Last December the foodbank fed more than 200 people
and expects to do the same this year.

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
The landowners say they want to use the
Credit: Kelston Tump LLP

abundant wind and sun to provide the
modest amount of power needed for
farming and for events at the Old Barn at

“The designers have in particular taken

for the turbines to remain static until this

Kelston.

on board feedback about sun reflection

work is completed.”

They have thanked everyone for their

from certain angles on sunny evenings.

Although the consultation has finished

input and say a summary of overall

They have agreed to paint the blades

people are welcome to email comments

results is due to be published shortly and

with a matt finish, in a neutral grey

or queries to kelstonroundhill@gmail.

they will share it with B&NES Council.

colour, to address the issue. The plan is

com

Crossword

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Increased in
amount (5)

1. Collector's book (5)

4. Small falcon (7)

3. Aspiration (5)

8. In the interval (7)

4. Arouse (6)

9. Emissary (5)

5. Perfume (5)

10. Computer
device (5)

6. Watercourse (5)

13. Sideways (7)
17. Annoy (3)
18. Mix (6)
19. Association (6)
20. Frozen water (3)
22. American port (7)
25. Harass (5)
28. Giraffe-like
animal (5)
29. Cassock (7)
30. Lattice (7)
31. Hot and moist (5)

2. Old-fashioned (5)

7. Faithful (5)
11. Oily fruit (5)
12. Rowing crew (5)
14. Wheel shaft (4)
15. Dodge (5)
16. Bright blue (5)
17. Bride's headgear (4)
21. Stops (6)
22. Plump (5)
23. Die away (5)
24. Ribbed cloth (5)
25. Shrub (anag.) (5)
26. Convulsive action (5)
27. Tendency (5)
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New troop
announced by 1st
Keynsham Scouts
Demand to take part in Scouting by young
people has never been higher, which has
led to 1st Keynsham Scouts opening a
fourth troop – making it one of the largest
sections in the country.
The new troop will run from February 2020,
resurrecting a name used in the 1980s called
‘Avon Troop’. It will run on Monday
evenings at Scout HQ and cater for young
people aged 10 to 14.
It will work alongside the other three troops
to bring adventure and Scouting skills to
even more young people in the community,
encouraging them to reach their full potential
outside of a classroom.
There is no need to advertise for young

people as the troop will be filled by Cubs
moving up to the Scout section and those
already on the waiting list. What is required
is more adults to help form the leader team.
They already have a core team, but ideally
seek three or four more adults to help. If
anyone is interested they are asked to email
scouts@1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk or ring
0771 423 7525. No experience is required
(although helpful), just a desire to help young
people develop skills for life and to have
some adventure.
The opening of the fourth Scout troop is a
welcome addition to 1st Keynsham, which
also has its own HQ, campsite and more
members than at any time.

Orchestral concert
with special guests
The Cameo Orchestra will present their Christmas Extravaganza at St Barnabas Church,
Warmley, with special guests Eclectic Voices, on Tuesday 10th December at 7.30pm.
Free entry with retiring fund with proceeds going to the church and orchestra.
Refreshments will be available during the interval.

Keynsham to kick
off festive season
Keynsham’s Christmas lights will be
switched on at the start of the town’s
Winter Festival on Friday (29th
November)
There will be plenty going on at venues
around the town centre, and the High
Street and Fear Hall will be taken over by
market stalls. There will be carols at 6pm
outside St John’s Church and the
Keynsham Good Citizen Award winners -

Chief Womble Erica Davies and the
history society chairman Richard Dyson will turn on the Christmas tree lights.
The festival colouring competition winner
will switch on the town’s Christmas lights.
At 6.15pm, with Santa, they will lead the
procession from Temple Street along the
High Street to the main stage in Charlton
Road, with the lights illuminating as they
go.

Appeal for witnesses
to collision
Police are appealing for witnesses to a collision in
Hanham.
A grey Vauxhall Astra collided with a pedestrian on the
junction of Memorial Road and Samuel White Road at
5.15pm on Saturday 9th November.
If you can help, call 101 and provide the call handler
with the reference 5219268153.
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Situations Vacant

OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s
Christmas tree festivals Scouts hold craft fayre
St John's Church in Keynsham will be holding its Christmas
Tree Festival from Friday 6th to Sunday 8th December.
Sixty Christmas trees will fill the aisles of the church, all
decorated by local groups including schools, churches and
voluntary organisations highlighting what they bring to the
community.
St John’s celebrates its 750th birthday in 2020 and the tall
tree at the entrance will be decorated for the launch of the
anniversary programme.
During the festival there will be live musical performances
and refreshments will be available. Entry is free but
voluntary donations are welcome.
The festival will open on the Friday from 3pm to 8pm, on
the Saturday from 10am to 6pm and the Sunday from noon
to 5pm. And All Saints Church at Farmborough will be
holding a Christmas tree festival over the same weekend.
The trees, sponsored and decorated by local organisations
and businesses, will be on view from 10.30am until 7pm on
Saturday. On Saturday morning there will be live music and
in the afternoon pupils from Farmborough Church Primary
School will entertain.
Sunday’s viewing will start with a special festival service at
11am with viewing of the trees until 4pm.
Seasonal refreshments, items for sale and activities for
children will be available throughout the weekend.
There will also be a display of Christmas trees at Hanham
Methodist Church on Saturday 7th December from 9am to
noon and 2.30pm to 6pm.
During the afternoon there will be crafts for children plus
community carol singing and light refreshments.

The 28th Kingswood Scout Group are holding their
Christmas Craft Fayre this Saturday (30th November)
from 11am to 3pm at Mafeking Hall, Christchurch
Avenue, Downend.
As well as stalls to browse, there will be a raffle,
children’s games, mulled wine and festive food
available in the café, while Father Christmas will be in
his grotto.
Entry is 50p for adults and free for children.

Advertising feature

Santa Specials at
Avon Valley Railway
Santa is returning to the Avon Valley Railway this
Christmas and tickets are selling fast.
There are some tickets left for this coming weekend
(30th November and 1st December) but there are
limited seats on other dates so get yours today to avoid
missing out.
Santa visits the heritage railway at Bitton every
weekend until December plus Monday 23rd and
Christmas Eve. Tickets cost from just £13 each and
include the one-hour train ride plus an age-related gift
for every child. Adults and children will also be offered
a mince pie or festive biscuit during the journey. At one
of the railway’s stations ‘Avon Riverside’ there will be
the opportunity to have photos with Santa on the
platform (weather permitting).
Mark Simmons, the railway’s commercial and business
manager, said: “Our Santa Specials are always our
most popular trains and we welcome over 11,000
people each year. Many of our trains are getting full
but we do have availability this Saturday (30th) and
Sunday (1st) so if you’ve not decided where to see
Santa yet why not visit the Avon Valley Railway this
year.”
Tickets are on sale at www.avonvalleyrailway.org or via
the station booking office on 0117 9325538.

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective
and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
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on in December

Where to see Santa and his sleigh
Keynsham & District Lions

Lockingwell, St George’s,

Morrisons, 10am-4pm.

6pm).

Club have again invited Santa

West View, Albert.

Tuesday 10th: at Fishponds

Thursday 19th: Keynsham

with his illuminated sleigh to

Wednesday

Morrisons, 10am-4pm.

Tesco, noon-6pm, (Santa 4-

bring joy to local families this

Keynsham

December.

Chandag,

East

4th:
roads

around

Windrush,

Residents can catch the sleigh

Minsmere, Lytes Cary.

on

dates,

Thursday

5th:

South

and

Keynsham

roads

around

the

starting

following
at

5.45pm

finishing at 8pm.
3rd:

West

Keynsham

roads

around

11th

at

Fishponds Morrisons, noon5.30pm.

Lays, Caernarvon, Queens,

Tuesday

Wednesday

Coronation, The Mead.
Friday 6th: Saltford roads
around Montague, Manor,
Claverton, Norman, Stratton.
Tuesday 10th: Roads in
Bilbie Green.
The Lions are grateful to
Winford Ford for the loan of
the vehicle to tow their sleigh.

Thursday 12th at Fishponds
Morrisons, noon-5.30pm.

Friday

20th:

Keynsham

Waitrose, 10am-4pm, (Santa
2-4pm).
Last

year

Keynsham

&

District Lions raised around

Friday 13th at Keynsham

£5,000 from their Christmas

Waitrose, 10am-4pm (Santa

activities, enabling them to

2-4pm).

help a number of local people

Saturday 14th at Keynsham

and charities.

Farmers’ Market, Market
Walk 9am-1pm.
Monday 16th at Keynsham
Tesco, 10am-4pm (Santa 24pm).

Lions Club helpers will be

Tuesday 17th: Keynsham

parked up with the sleigh

Tesco, 10am-4pm (Santa 2-

collecting donations at the

4pm).

following locations.

Wednesday 18th: Keyn-ham

Monday 9th at Fishponds

Tesco, noon-6pm (Santa 4-
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6pm).

17

Exploring Bournemouth and Purbeck by bus
Never let a weather forecast deter you
from having a holiday break in England.
It’s a motto we chose to abide by when
deciding to take a break in Bournemouth
and the Purbeck peninsula.
We arrived in blustery Bournemouth in
watery sunshine and strong wind, having
encountered driving rain on the journey. The
seaside town on the edge of Dorset has been
the holiday destination of families for well
over 100 years. It is now generally
associated with older people and has
hundreds of stately apartment buildings with
designer gardens and greenery.
Settling into our accommodation at East
Cliff, a 20-minute walk from the pier, we
looked out as sparkling rivulets cascaded
down the hotel window and strong winds
blew palm trees, potted plants and drenched
day trippers sideways. A murky grey
coastline was just visible with crescents of
foamy tide climbing the beach. Not a day to
hire a deckchair then.
All through the night the weather kept up its
angry tirade and it was not until midmorning the following day that the sun
appeared through gusty clouds. Although
local flooding had occurred, we decided to
visit the old seafaring town of Poole.
Using the bus we arrived at Poole bus station
located on the edge of the shopping centre
and made our way through the
pedestrianised high street to the old quay.
Taking a mid-morning coffee at The Old
Customs House, we looked across the
harbour to the jet set yachts anchored at bay,
many of which are owned by multimillionaires living on the spit of land at
Sandbanks. Many of these ocean-going
cruisers hail from the Sunseekers’ shipyard
in Poole and are built and maintained behind

huge blue doors overlooking the dock.
On the quay is a statue of Robert BadenPowell, creator of the Scout Movement. It
was from Poole Harbour in 1907 that a few
youngsters from the Bournemouth and
Poole area set off with him for a camping
expedition at nearby Brownsea Island. A
hero of the Boer War, Powell wanted to
encourage young people to become involved
in nature and useful skills, such as first aid
and woodcraft. The camp proved to be such
a success with its 10 participants that in 1908
the very first Scout troop the lst Parkstone
in Poole was formed.
A major surprise to me whilst visiting Poole
was the discovery that the world-renowned
Poole Pottery closed in 2017 and is now a
visitor centre and museum. Although an
interesting and informative place, I missed
the process of admiring the bright and
striking pottery and the thrill of being able
to purchase cheaper items that were not
considered in prime condition after firing.
However, the museum which is over four
floors, does give a great insight into Poole
and the Isle of Purbeck’s association with
pottery, as well as the history of the area
over hundreds of years.
The following day proved once again to be
windy with sunny spells as we made our
way to Bournemouth bus station. On
impulse we decided to board the bus to
Swanage. The bus would normally use the
ferry at Poole to cross the short distance to
Studland. However, due to ferry repairs, it
was forced to take an inland diversion which
involved a one-and-a-half-hour journey
through Sandbanks, Wareham and Corfe.
Arriving at Swanage with its steam railway
train also adjacent to the bus station, we saw
people boarding the green carriages, its

The view from Swanage Pier towards Old Harry Rocks
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Bournemouth beach and pier

engine shining from years of loving Victorian structure has a quaint charm plus
attention by locomotive enthusiasts. a wonderful view of Studland with Old
Tempting as it was to hop aboard, we instead Harry Rocks further along the coast. The
made our way down the bustling high street long sandy beach at Swanage is ideal for
to the port area.
children.
During World War Two, Swanage suffered Our day at Swanage fresh in our minds, we
greatly with much of the town bombed by sat on the upper deck of the bus back to
hit-and-run Nazi planes. Sections of the two Bournemouth and were surprised to see it
Susan Grant
piers were removed in an attempt to scupper was only partially covered with the back
a feared invasion and it was here that a huge seats open to the elements. Wrapped up and
military training operation took place in with a fresh wind blowing, we sat outside as
1944 in preparation for the D-Day Landings. overhead branches narrowly avoided us.
The giant construction company Mowlem Fields, marshy scrub land and glimpses of
had its beginnings in Swanage when John coastline whisked past us and before long
Mowlem quarried stone from the Purbeck the outskirts of Poole and Bournemouth
coastal cliffs in the mid-1800s. The stone appeared.
was lowered into waiting sea craft and The rain had not arrived and an evening
brought back to Swanage to be made into meal awaited us. Tomorrow we would
tiles. There are many reminders of the explore more of Bournemouth but for the
family’s philanthropy and various buildings present a bowl of soup, a fish and chip
and streets acknowledge the Mowlem name. supper followed by apple and blackberry
The pier at Swanage is run by a local charity crumble would be just the ticket.
and there is a small charge to access it. The
Christine Rogers

Poole pottery
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Election diary 2019
Dear Diary
The former leader of the Green Party, Natalie Bennett, was
in Keynsham last Thursday – and she wasn’t impressed by
some of the town’s pavements.
Now a Green Party member of the House of Lords, she was
in town to support Fay Whitfield, the party’s candidate for
North East Somerset. Before the talk and question-andanswer session at the Civic Centre on the theme of ‘Time for
Truth’ Natalie Bennett wrote on Twitter: “#Keynsham Some
of the most hazardous pedestrian (non-) provision I have seen
anywhere. Pavement keeps disappearing dumping you into
traffic. Must talk to person who has been the local MP. Oh.
@Jacob_Rees_Mogg.”
She also posted pictures of the offending pavements on
Station Road, Avon Mill Lane and Avon Road.
Meanwhile Bristol Extinction Rebellion, Friends of the Earth
and Bristol Youth Strike 4 Climate are organising a series of
‘Meet the Candidate’ hustings for the political candidates in
the six Bristol and South Gloucestershire constituencies for
voters to find out where the political candidates stand on
climate crisis and what actions their party have committed
to.
This week Piers Sadler, political coordinator for XR Bristol,
said: “We are very disappointed that the Conservatives and
all but one (Robert de Vito Boutin) of the Brexit Party
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candidates have decided not to
attend our climate and ecological
emergency election debate.
“The climate and ecological
crisis is the most important issue
facing the country and we
wanted to hear the proposals
from all parties discussed,
whether that be the timeline for
zero carbon or the approach to
financing the changes that are
needed. We are therefore taking
this opportunity to ask the
Conservative and Brexit parties
to reconsider - this is after all the
Climate Election.”
The Bristol East constituency
hustings is tonight (Wednesday)
from 8pm to 10pm at St George
Community Hall. The Bradley
Stoke & Filton one is at Stoke
Gifford Parish Council Community Hall on Friday from 7pm
to 9pm and the Kingswood one is at King’s Oak Academy
on Thursday 5th December from 7pm to 9pm.
And finally, Chris Skidmore, who is defending the

Kingswood seat he’s held for the Conservatives since 2010,
welcomed his third child last week, a daughter who he and
his wife Lydia have named Ottilie. He tweeted: “Life is what
happens when you’re busy making election plans.”
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Saltford Community
Awards 2020
Saltford Parish Council has
announced the launch of its
Community Awards 2020.
Awards are given for an
outstanding contribution,
performance or commitment
to Saltford.
Nomination forms and more
information
can
be
downloaded
from
the

20

Community Awards page at
www.saltfordparishcouncil.g
ov.uk
Along
with
public
recognition, winners also
will receive a certificate at an
awards ceremony and £70
towards their chosen Saltford
group, project, cause or
charity.

The deadline for nominations
is Friday 7th February.
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Soap Box

In a political quandary
Terry Edwards weighs up the
options for voters in North East
Somerset
As a member of North East Somerset
Conservative Association, who continues
to oppose Brexit, I understand that as an
ordinary member I am not under the
whip, unlike some Conservative MPs of
considerable standing and service to the
party and the country.
By remaining true to their conviction that
Brexit is deeply wounding to the UK, they
have been whipped out of that once broad
church, the Conservative Party. It seems to
have become a different party, reduced to an
unholy marriage in a narrow aisle, perhaps
more accurately described as the BrexCon
Party.
My quandary is whether to remain a member
and suffer the slings and arrows of
disagreement with my MP and colleague
Jacob Rees-Mogg, notorious plotter against
the elected leaders of his party. Of course,
such plotting was and is justified by him on
the basis that ideological disagreement
provides sufficient moral basis to remain a
member of the Conservative Party while
plotting against its elected leaders. Is it
now a question of “What’s good for the
goose …”?
The whole mess has been served up on all
our plates with the upcoming General
Election. Here in North East Somerset there
is an open choice between Jacob, Nick and
Mark; BrexCon, Lib Dem (Green) and
Labour. As a member of Jacob’s NES
Conservative Association, I wonder if I am

whipped to support him, and be forced out
of the Conservative Party by not swallowing
its new BrexCon single dish menu: ‘to be
done with Brexit’? I do not accept that I can
be whipped to support Jacob in this way. So,
what can I do other than to give proper
thought to the three main contenders?
First, of course, is our sitting, or lolling MP,
Jacob himself, so recently elevated to be
Leader of the House of Commons who,
between supercilious expressions of his own
cleverness, was seen to be openly lying on
its front bench. Jacob’s common sense seems
to have told him to escape the heat and go to
ground until he is re-elected, when he will
surely be overlooked by a ‘victorious’ Boris
who, having done with Brexit, will want to
keep his distance from another desperately
ambitious and unremittingly competitive old
Etonian.
So, we have Jacob, our own MP, a
demonstrably extreme right-wing Brexitear,
manifestly endowed with little sense in
common with ordinary folk. Indeed, it seems
in question as to his being an ordinary
Conservative at all. His high-flying, far-flung
financial interests seem much more in
common with BrexCon’s serious financial
backers.
Then we have Lib Dem Nick Coates, a
highly energetic and innovative campaigner,
producer of considerable persuasive material
delivered by committed hard-working
supporters of exemplary character and
sincere intention. Nick seems to have the
advantage of a strong background in finance,
but of a very different character to that of
Jacob. He is very much an ‘on the ground’

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

The Week in • Wednesday 27th November 2019

green politician, close to ordinary folk with
an interesting approach to statistics.
Last, but not perhaps least, Mark Huband
stands for Labour on an “Oh, Jeremy
Corbyn” platform that is more carefully
constructed than given credit by the media.
In recognising that the country remains split
more or less down the middle on the Brexit
question, Labour’s midstream position seems
sensible and indeed fair, if hard to
communicate readily to the wider electorate
outside its core support. Actually, it seems
clear to me that Labour, and presumably
Mark if elected, is simply going to get a
Brexit deal that better reflects Labour’s core
ideals, and, whatever deal Labour gets, to put
that deal to the people with an option to

Remain. This seems straightforward enough
to me, but it seems to elude the media’s
capacity to convey simply.
Mark’s own exceptional background in
international journalism and excellent expert
publications in the sphere of intelligence
studies would repay close attention. He is,
too, a poet of considerable depth. He has
been able, for example, to grapple with his
Dantean experience of the bloody Siege of
Monrovia and deliver the bloody essence of
its moral inferno using terza rima in English
(a great skill). Some may ask what has
poetry got to do with politics? Some might
answer that we need more poets in our
politics; after all, politics should be poetry in
motion.
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Electrical

Foot Health

Garden Services

Garden Services

Guttering

Home
Maintenance

Aerials

Carpet Fitters

Home Help

Carpet Cleaning
Handyman

Locksmiths

Appliances

Fencing

Chimney Sweeps

Logs
Home
Maintenance

Architectural
Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Plumbers

Plumbers

Sewing Lessons

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Telephone
Engineer

Painting
& Decorating

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Skip Hire

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Pregnancy
Massage

12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Plastering

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Roofing

52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

An advert
like this costs

Windows & Doors

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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