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Failed JSP could now put pressure on Hanham’s green spaces
The consequences of the failed Joint Spatial Plan could well

Conservation Society after the JSP was halted by government

Writing in their November newsletter the society say: “We as

increase the risk of development within the Green Belt around

inspectors at their examination stage of the scrutiny process.

a

Hanham.

They were critical of the selection process by West of England

examining/discussing and commenting upon two publications

That’s the warning from Hanham District Green Belt

councils for the ‘Strategic Development Locations’.

of this 30-year plan.

group
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“One of our prime comments was that the document was not a
comprehensive ‘Plan’ and this has been the main criticism of
the examining inspectors.”
However, the society say that one aspect of the JSP was
beneficial to the Hanham area as none of the proposed
Strategic Development Locations were close.
“This gave limited protection against the apparently insatiable
demands for more housing. Regrettably without the JSP
proposal being adopted, the limited protection it would have
afforded us is likely to result in pressure for more homes on
our green spaces.”
The Strategic Development Locations that had been identified
in South Gloucestershire were Buckover, Charfield, Coalpit
Heath, Thornbury and Yate. In B&NES the SDLs were North
Keynsham and Whitchurch Village and in Bristol land off Bath
Road in Brislington had been earmarked. North Somerset’s
SDLs were Backwell, Banwell, Churchill and Nailsea.

Kleeneze update
Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society also say in
their newsletter that they have been monitoring the situation
regarding the derelict Kleeneze site in Hanham which is
earmarked for housing after Tesco, which bought the land in
2003, finally decided in 2016 not to build a store there despite
having secured planning permission in 2012 for a store with
200+ free parking spaces.

Continued on page 3
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Failed JSP could now put pressure
on Hanham’s green spaces
Continued from page 1
In October 2017 (Issue 495) we revealed that Tesco was in
talks with the Homes & Communities Agency to sell the site.
Then in March 2018 (Issue 511) we reported that Homes
England, the national housing agency which had replaced the
Homes & Communities Agency, was working alongside South
Gloucestershire Council with a view to redevelop the site for
150 homes, with a portion being retained as space for small

The derelict Kleeneze site
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businesses.
The society say: “Although we have managed to tease out
occasional updates from Homes England on the progress of
developing the site purchase and subsequent development
plans, there has been little action ‘on the ground’. In order to
finalise the sale/purchase of the site, a site investigation will
be necessary and this was originally scheduled for August, then
‘during September'. To date, nothing tangible has happened on
the site. This dragged-out
process is frustrating, as we feel
the development of this site, with
an imaginative development,
could well invigorate our High
Street, at the same time as
providing the mix of housing
necessary to suit today’s renters
and purchasers.”
The Week In has also been trying
to establish what is happening
with the site. We understand that
costly investigations into mining
activity and contamination have
been holding things up but
Homes England has not
responded to our repeated

requests for information.
• Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society’s AGM
will be on Wednesday 13th November at 7.15pm at Hanham
Baptist Church.
There will also be a talk by John Sneddon, of Tetlow King
Planning, and David Hand, of KWL Architects, who were
responsible for The Chocolate Quarter in Keynsham and the
opportunity to ask questions.

Diabetes drop-in session
at Keynsham Library
To mark World Diabetes Day on Thursday 14th
November, Keynsham and District Lions Club are
hosting a diabetes awareness and risk assessment event
at Keynsham Library from noon to 2pm.
This is a drop-in event and will be administered by
trained staff from Diabetes UK. It does not involve any
blood testing.
Ian Kindon, president of Keynsham and District Lions
Club, said: “We are grateful for the support of B&NES
staff and staff from the library for the use of their
facilities.”
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‘Stop supporting the
South Bristol Ring Road’
Campaigners who have
been fighting proposals for
a South Bristol orbital road
are calling on Bristol City
Council to abandon the
idea since independent
inspectors halted progress
of the Joint Spatial Plan
into locations for 105,500
new homes across the West
of England.
A petition from the South
Bristol Wrong Road Action
Group demands that Bristol
City Council stops support
for the controversial road
which would plough through
the Green Belt behind

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

Stockwood from Hicks Gate
to the A37 at Whitchurch
Village and then on through
more Green Belt land to a
junction with Whitchurch
Lane.
As we have previously
reported, the inspectors’
most serious concern about
the Joint Spatial Plan (JSP)
was that the selection
process by councils in the
region for the strategic
development locations –
including
Whitchurch
Village where 2,500 homes
were planned - was not
sufficiently robust.
The action group’s petition
says:
“Independent
government inspectors have
recently stopped the progress
of a JSP into housing locally
and sent a highly critical

report to the local councils
about their plans. As a result,
this means housing plans are
now on hold and, as we have
always been told no houses =
no road, then road plans
should also now be shelved.

600 children, with all the
risks that would bring to it.
We believe that it would also
put Whitchurch Lane over its
capacity, send traffic through
that would be overweight to
its current limit and of course

“Notwithstanding this report,
we have always believed the
road is wrong as it would
wreck Green Belt, massively
increase traffic past and
potentially around two sides
of an infants’ school of over

increase air pollution into the
area as a result.”
The petition on the city
council’s website runs until
31st December. More than
600 people have signed it so
far.
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Yes, Brenda, another one!
At the time of going to print, we had yet to
hear the reaction of ‘Brenda from Bristol’ to
the news last week that we are going to have
yet another election.
So, since the introduction of the Fixed Term
Parliament Act, we are about to embark on
the third General Election in four years – and
let’s not forget the 2016 Referendum. Was it
just coincidence or some more sinister fate
that saw our elected representatives clearing
their desks and shutting down their
‘.mp@parliament.uk’ email addresses
yesterday, on (remember, remember) 5th
November?
Cynics may even rewind just three weeks to
14th October and the Queen’s Speech – the
ceremonial tradition that announces the start
of a new Parliamentary session. Having had
to endure the longest sitting in Parliamentary
history, our MPs have now enjoyed one of
the shortest sessions in Parliamentary history
– the sort of thing the Fixed Term Parliament
Act was no doubt designed to prevent.
Who will be sworn in as an MP when
Parliament returns on, er, Friday 13th
December and what colour rosette they wear
will no doubt be the subject of much media

attention over the next six weeks. Stand by
for more TV confrontations between
protagonists who follow the new mantra of
shouting louder than their opponent while
their party leaders agree to take part in sound
bite interviews on condition no journalist
actually tries to ask them a question.
It was a little over two years ago that Theresa
May swept into Kerry McCarthy’s
constituency in Brislington, trotted out
‘strong and stable’ in front of the assembled
party faithful and got straight back into the
car to speed off and do it again somewhere
else.
Back in the summer, Boris Johnson’s
Conservative Party leadership campaign was
managed without facing scrutiny, or even his
challengers during a TV debate. The number
of interviews he has acceded to since
winning is not much higher and he has even
managed to avoid a number of Prime
Minister’s Question Times in the House.
But he is not alone. Jeremy Corbyn’s record
of participation in media interviews is no
better while the leaders of smaller parties
like the Lib Dems, Greens and nationalist
parties are desperate for the opportunity –
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Brenda from Bristol in 2017

but don’t get asked. It seems, the Tory and
Labour leaders are prepared to face each
other in a head-to-head TV debate, but only
if the others aren’t invited.
The Week In’s readership area covers five
constituencies, including that of the Leader
of the House, Jacob Rees-Mogg. As before,

we will report news of the campaign but will
avoid publishing comment. While it will be
impossible to ignore the next six weeks
completely, it is our intention that the only
party political messages you read over that
period will be in the form of adverts they
have actually paid us for.
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Scam alert
in B&NES
Bath and North East Somerset Trading Standards have
been made aware of three residents being contacted by
suspected fraudsters who are claiming to be from “Bath
Council”, “Safe and Secure” or “Protect Your Home
UK”.
The caller says that they are contacting people aged
between 50 and 70 to offer home security systems. One
resident was offered an ID wrist band for £1, along with
a quote for floor sensors which would alert the
wristband if there was a flood or fire.
The other resident was offered free security equipment,
£1 for installation and ongoing maintenance costs to be
agreed. Both residents say the caller was extremely
convincing.
The caller guaranteed that police, ambulance or fire
would attend an incident. The telephone number
provided to residents does not work and it's believed
that this is a scam. This may be an attempt to get
people’s bank details or to sign residents up to an
expensive monthly subscription.
If you have been affected by a similar telephone call,
the advice from Trading Standards is to call the Citizens
Advice Consumer Service on 03454 04 05 06 or report
it online at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/aboutus/contact-us/contact-us/consumer-service/

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Celebrity doctor withdraws
his challenge to Tory MP
Dr Phil Hammond, who was endorsed as the Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate for the National Health Action
Party for North East Somerset last year, has announced
he will not be standing at the General Election against the
sitting MP Jacob-Rees-Mogg.
Although a qualified doctor, Phil Hammond is best known
as a writer and comedian with a string of high-profile credits
and appearances to his name. He featured in the BBC TV
production ‘Trust Me I’m a Doctor’ as well as Radio 4’s ‘28
Minutes to Save the NHS’.
He is also a regular on BBC’s ‘Have I Got News for You’,
writes for Private Eye, and fronted a weekly Saturday
morning broadcast on Radio Bristol for 12 years until he was
sacked last August following the announcement of his
intention to run for Parliament. At the time Dr Hammond said
he was a believer in progressive alliances and would stand
aside if a stronger candidate declared.
The National Health Action Party was formed in 2012 as a
response to the Coalition Government’s Health and Social
Care Act and while its focus is primarily on health, it also
campaigns on issues affecting housing, transport, education
and equality.
After the General Election was announced last week, Dr
Hammond announced on Twitter that he had spoken to the
Labour, Lib Dem and Green candidates in North East
Somerset, his home constituency: “I admire them all but none
wish to support an alliance against @Jacob_Rees_Mogg
which is the best hope of winning. If I stand in these
circumstances, I will split the vote further. So I’m not
standing. Sorry.”
He later tweeted: “Thanks for all your kind remarks. I think
the model of an independent alliance candidate for one term

Dr Phil Hammond

only with cross party support is a sensible way to break the
spell of a safe Tory seat, but clearly I’m no Martin Bell. I
think Lab & Lib Dems in NE Somerset will come joint 2nd.”
Dr Hammond also highlighted a tweet that Mr Rees-Mogg
had posted on 28th June: “If we don't leave the EU by 31st
October there will be no Conservative Party left. Only
@BorisJohnson has the intellect and breadth to do this.” Dr
Hammond asked the sitting Tory MP if he would use that
quote on his election poster.

7

A time to remember
The sacrifices made by servicemen and women in the two
world wars and recent conflicts will be remembered at
services on Remembrance Sunday (10th November).
Here are some of the main Remembrance events taking place

The memorial cross in Mangotsfield
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in our area.
In Keynsham a parade will march through the town centre to
St John’s Church for the morning service, followed by a
parade to the Memorial Park gates for the laying of wreaths

and the two-minute silence at 11am.
There will also be a short service at Somerdale war memorial
in Keynsham, in the villa area near the entrance, starting at
9.30am.
In Staple Hill the parade to Page Park leaves
the site of the former Royal British Legion
in Page Road at 10.15am. Those not
marching are asked to support those who are
by lining the route and then assemble at the
war memorial in the park for the Service of
Remembrance.
There will be also be a Festival of
Remembrance at the Salvation Army in
Staple Hill at 5pm.
This year marks the centenary of the erection
of the memorial cross in Alec Large Park in
Mangotsfield. At the Service of
Remembrance at the war memorial at
12.15pm there will be a commemoration of
the centenary of the cross which honours the
memory of the 31 men of Mangotsfield who
gave their lives in the Great War.
There will also be a traditional service in an
informal atmosphere at 11am at the Red Lion
pub in Mangotsfield.
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Support for Poppy
Appeal at Sainsbury’s
Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green is celebrating 25 years
working and raising much-needed money for the Royal
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal until Armistice Day on
Monday 11th November.
A Remembrance service will be held in store on the 11th
at 10.45am and customers are welcome to take part.

People will gather at the war memorial outside Hanham
Community Centre at 10.45am for a Service of
Remembrance conducted by ministers from three local
churches.
In Warmley meanwhile, people will gather at the community
centre and leave at 10.30am to walk the short distance to the
Memorial Garden for a Service of Remembrance.
Saltford’s Service of Remembrance begins at 10am at St
Mary’s. And at St Mary’s in Bitton the Bitton & Oldland
branch of the Royal British Legion will mark the occasion at
the morning service (which starts at 10.30am) during which
there will be an Act of Remembrance around the war
memorial in the churchyard. There will also be a service at
the war memorial on Armistice Day (11th November) at
11am.
At the Whitchurch & Pensford Royal British Legion in
Staunton Lane, people will gather at 10.45am on Sunday to
mark the two-minute silence at 11am and then march to St

Nicholas Church for a service at 11.15am. Then on the 11th
around 250 children from several schools in the Whitchurch
and Stockwood area will be attending a service at the war
memorial with an Act of Remembrance at 11am.
Remembrance Sunday will be marked at Lyde Green
Community Centre with a light breakfast and Remembrance
crafts and activities from 9.15 to 10.45am. At 11am people
will assemble outside in School Square for an Act of
Remembrance followed by the sowing of poppy seeds
donated by Lyde Green Open Space.
In Kingswood, the parade will gather at 2.15pm at Cecil
Road car park before marching to the war memorial at Holy
Trinity to lay wreaths at 2.30pm, followed by a church
service.
And at All Saints Church in Corston there will be an Act of
Remembrance at 5.45pm around the war memorial and a
service of peace at 6pm followed by church bells and
refreshments in the churchyard.

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 10th November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Keeping a careful eye on
our NHS
Dear Editor
Your readers may be aware of the growing and
increasingly worrying privatisation of the
Health Service.
I recently received a letter which is a warning
of what is happening to our Health Service and
to us, its patients. The letter was headed NHS
and NHS was referred to three more times in
the text. The letter was sub-headed ‘Change of
Healthier You provider and request for your
permission to share your data.’ It was addressed
to ‘Dear April’, a familiarity I found surprising
in a letter supposedly coming from the NHS. I
was equally concerned by being asked to hand
on my ‘data’ as the consequences were made
very clear to me if I did not. My concerns were
growing rapidly at this point.
An enclosed ‘consent form’ referred to me as
being a ‘patient’. The main letter instructed me
to sign the consent form ‘in order to ensure that
you can benefit from continuity of care and do
not have to be discharged from our service and

being let out of bags comes to mind.

be able to turn off their engines whilst waiting

them all – which is what would happen. Yes,

What am I concerned about? First: a letter

to proceed with their journey at a roundabout

vegans would condemn all our farm animals to

seeming to come from NHS but not signed as

junction. Perhaps signs at a lower height,

death. There would be no more cows, pigs,

such. Secondly: asking for access to my ‘data’.

asking/suggesting engines are turned off while

sheep, chickens, turkeys, ducks, goats, alpacas,

What data and ultimately accessible to whom?

lights are red.

buffaloes, etc. Future generations would read

Thirdly: that if I did not sign the consent form,

And, as Tim highlighted, where would

about these animals as we do the dodo and

I would be taken off a programme dealing with

pedestrians cross? I appreciate councillor

unicorn, mythical.

possible future patient diabetes.

Bernard Jackson taking an interest in this

For the animals’ sake, follow a ‘flexitarian’ diet

This kind of hard sell/almost threatening

junction but I feel the costs and negative impact

as my husband and I do. We have vegetarian

approach is very worrying. A change of name

of a new roundabout will cause more

food two or three times a week, similarly for

to WW is interesting: do look up WW on

congestion and pollution than we have already.

fish and then meat. Eating meat less often

Google if you can, it makes surprising reading.

I think the money can be better spent elsewhere

means we can afford to buy organic, ethically

Cole Porter wrote a very sad blues song called

within Hanham parish and perhaps wait until

farmed meat. These animals have enjoyed a

Love for Sale. Another possible song comes to

the old Homebase store has been refurbished

lovely free-range life before they die – as we

mind which should have the title NHS for Sale.

and reopened to re-evaluate the traffic flows

all do. They are then killed humanely. Their

The song could let people know just how much

and remedy any hotspots causing congestion,

option in a vegan life is no life at all. Of course,

of the NHS and our personal data we might

pollution and pedestrian safety in crossing the

many animals, bulls, rams, boars and dairy

unwittingly be handing over to commercial

roads.

cattle lead remarkably long lives, very happy.

companies through this kind of approach and

Ali, Hanham

Imagine travelling through the lovely West
Country seeing no cows in the fields. No

what the signing of a so simple consent form,
might really mean. NHS patients beware!
April J Begley (Mrs)
Hanham

Charity walk was a day I
won’t forget
Dear Becky

gambolling sheep in springtime. What we all
need to fight is the vile factory farming
practices, not the meat eaters!
I gather also that many vegans won’t eat honey

On Sunday 27th October I took part in the

– my goodness – are they trying to starve us

envelope was addressed to West Bank

Grants available for
community groups

Community Health and Care which, at that

Dear Becky

It was along the River Chew to Compton

time, was unknown to me. Trying to act

I still have South Gloucestershire Council

Dando and back. I must thank Dave and his

responsibly, I had gone to the Healthier You

Member Awarded Funding grants available to

lady leader for looking after us all. The pub

Diabetes Prevention Programme in response to

donate to local community groups, in particular

stop at Compton Dando was a nice gathering

a previous NHS headed letter.

those in the Staple Hill and Mangotsfield area,

and it was nice to be part of the walk. Being 80

This new letter continued: ‘We have consulted

but I can consider outside this area.

years of age, I must thank the good people for

with NHS England and believe that this is the

Please contact me for an application form.

looking out for me and helping when I got

most

Cllr Michael Bell

stuck in the mud!

circumstances.’ The new provider was WW

Mobile: 0787 563 1817

All in all I was pleased to have taken part for

Street name confusion

(Weight Watchers) and I was being asked to

Email: michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk

such a deserving charity.

Dear Stephen

It was a day I won’t forget.

I do wish that you did not confuse these two

David Grant, Hanham

streets in Kingswood. The article about the

referred again to the new provider’. A reply

appropriate

approach

in

the

give my permission to have my data passed on
to WW. One can Google WW and find out
about the history and progress of this American
company, now diversifying and becoming a
‘provider’. We need to keep a careful eye on
our NHS and remember Donald Trump’s recent
‘gaff’ that the NHS was on the table for
discussion and then so quickly denied. Cats
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Roundabout would have
negative impacts

Keynsham Walkers are Welcome walk for
Children in Need.

all? No one will keep bees for fun either, so
what do they imagine is going to pollinate all
the plants they want to eat?
Next will come the suggestion that we all have
our molars removed!
Food for thought, eh?
Mrs L Owen
Kelston

street sweeper in the latest edition referred to
‘High Street’ when it should have been Regent

Dear Editor

Food for thought

I totally agree with Tim Lansdown with his

Dear Sir

comments on the proposed roundabout at

So Roisin McAuley (Issue 599) believes we

Hanham Road/Whittucks Road (Issue 600).

should all go vegan!

Pollution would rise as car drivers would not

Sorry Roisin, I love animals far too much to kill

Street. Regent Street was called the High Street
decades ago but is no longer. Accuracy is all.
Roger Sutcliffe
Kingswood
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LETTERS
Thanks to sponsors

with some extra people as we are sometimes

Dear Becky

short on numbers. It would be a great shame to

Would you please thank Harry Honeywell, of

lose this chance to regularly try to keep fit. If

Prestige Spray in Hanham, and Steve, landlord

you would like to give it a try, just turn up on

of the Bull in St George, and his customers for

the day, As they say, ‘Use it or lose it’.

giving me £200 towards my sponsored walk

M Smith , Downend

from Bristol to Bath.
With money from family and friends, the total

In memory of Max

is now £800 which is going towards a

Dear Becky

neurosurgery

I want to say to my son Lee and his friends a

robotic

microscope

for

Southmead Hospital.

regularly, but have not been seen for last three

It will allow them to provide more accurate
brain surgery and better outcomes and the
technology, originally designed for the
International Space Station, will make
Southmead potentially the first hospital in
Europe to offer it. The total cost of the project
is £750,000.

years. As can be seen from the photograph,
river banks have been dug out to provide access
to craft so destroying habitat, and boat
equipment extends on to the towpath. Boats
that are moored for extended periods raise the
environmental questions of what happens to
sewage, grey water discharge and fuel leakage.

Carol Ashmore MBE, St George

These problems are ignored by B&NES,
Wessex Water, the Environment Agency and

Boat problems are being
ignored

the Canal & River Trust, all of who were

Dear Becky

cause of so many current problems. South

The fears that Mead Lane is at risk of collapse

Gloucestershire Council were not consulted

and the problems caused by boats (Issue 600)

although they are the responsible planning

has prompted Wessex Water to urge B&NES

authority for the north bank of the river from

Council to “carefully review the bank

Swineford

stabilisation work undertaken in 2005”, and to

representatives of private landowners who

support

Group’s

collectively own probably in excess of 97% of

suggestion of “establishing a nature reserve in

the riparian land which includes the bed of the

Mead Lane”. However, Wessex Water has

river. In view of all the problems caused by

failed to stop boats mooring on their own land

boats, the Waterscape Study needs urgent

adjacent to the Saltford Treatment Works.

review, long before the scheduled date of 2022.

In fairness Wessex have erected ‘No mooring’

Alan & Jeanne Aldous

Saltford

Environment

responsible for the Waterscape Study that is the

to

Hanham,

nor

were

big thank you for their challenge for the Sepsis
Trust.
They are this weekend (9th and 10th
November) doing a 24-hour WOD (workout of
the day). My son and up to 40 members of
CrossFit BS East gym in Tower Lane,
Warmley, are doing this for the Sepsis Trust to
raise awareness of sepsis by the medical
profession so that hopefully they put sepsis first
when presented with a very high temperature.
This is like others in the group very close to our
hearts as in 2015 we lost my grandson, Lee's
nephew Max, with Strep A Sepsis. He had been
misdiagnosed as mumps and despite my
daughter going repeatedly back to her GP, they
did nothing about it.
Lee and his friends will be doing hundreds of
exercises during the challenge and to mark
Remembrance Sunday will be finishing off
with a tough one which includes a one-mile
run, 100 pull-ups. 200 push-ups, 300 squats
and another one-mile run.
Sepsis is a nasty thing to get - it is a killer
which if caught in time and given a course of
antibiotics is completely recoverable from. The

signs but there appears to be no real effort to
stop ‘unconsented’ mooring with consequent

Keep on keeping fit

impact on visual amenity from the north side

Dear Editor

of the river which is the Green Belt and

As a gentleman in his 70s I am so glad that

Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural

there are exercise classes suited to my age

Beauty, and serious detrimental impact on

group. I attend an over 60s seated class at

wildlife.

Emersons Green Village Hall every Friday at

This is the last undeveloped pound on the river

12.15pm. It is attended mostly by ladies but I

between the Jolly Sailor and Swineford, and

am made most welcome.

otters first appeared in 2003 and were seen

The reason for this letter is that we could do

problem is getting the medical profession to
‘think sepsis’.
If you would like to support Lee and his friends
they have a JustGiving site which is
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cbe24
hourwod
Thank you on the behalf of my son, his friends
and the memory of Max.
Margaret Berry

Shouldn’t we focus on
modern-day slavery?
Dear Stephen
The abomination of slavery has existed
throughout history across the world, but
Britain's involvement didn't begin until it
became a major maritime nation in the mid1600s and ended in 1807.
As an entrepreneurial and shipbuilding city,
some Bristol families benefited from the
trade and eased their consciences by
donating money to build and found
institutions for the public good of a
population of under 30,000. Unfortunately
age and two world wars, including the Blitz,
has meant this has gone, or been replaced by
money from later generations, and would
certainly be infinitesimal distributed between
today's city of over 454,000 people, virtually
none of whom have any connection with the
events described.
It is strange therefore that Bristol University
has hired a Professor of Slavery, tasked to
see if she can find evidence that Bristolians
should wear hair shirts and feel guilty about
their city's past. - for whatever good that
might do.
There are many forms of slavery and bonded
labour, with many millions suffering from it
in the world today, with India topping the list
at 18 million according to Wikipedia, with
Russia and China runners-up. Surely it
would be more useful to expose the plight of
today's victims in the hope that something
could be done . I appreciate she can't go back
to Cameroon, the Foreign Office has an
embargo on it due to a civil war, but this
country has always been at the forefront of
such endeavours and would clearly support
her in a far more worthwhile exercise than
Bristol University envisages.
M O'Regan
PS. No vested interest, I'm not a Bristolian,
my ancestors were probably Irish tinkers

To Let
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Community group wins grant for
improvements in Cadbury Heath
Cadbury Heath community organisation Juice has been

area and use the open spaces more, bring back that community

awarded a £5,650 grant from a partnership between Co-

spirit, and as one resident so brilliantly summed it up, “a single

op’s charity the Co-op Foundation and the Department for

go to place that you could trust to round up everything would

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.

make a massive impact”. Now we will be working with them

Juice Community Project CIC will use the ‘Space to Connect’

to find the best ways to achieve this.”

funding to work with local people to look in more depth into

Space to Connect was launched in June 2019, at the same time

two issues raise by them in the recent Community Plan - how

as Co-op’s Endangered Spaces campaign to protect, support

to make the area’s open spaces more attractive florally whilst

and improve 2,000 community spaces by 2022.

also encouraging greater use by residents, and the best method

Jim Cooke, head of the Co-op Foundation, said: “Our Space to

to provide a central place to get information that can also assist

Connect partnership with Government builds on our

with the provision of activities and facilities wanted and

commitment to strengthen communities and tackle loneliness

enjoyed by local people.

through co-operation.

Juice is one of 57 organisations across England to receive a

“Grants awarded today will empower people to work together

grant from the £1.6m partnership, designed to help

to make better use of spaces to address local challenges,

communities tackle loneliness by improving and protecting

improving the well-being and skills of their whole community.”

local spaces that bring people together. Going since 2007, it is

Juice Community Project is holding a launch event on Tuesday

run by local people to provide help and support to residents of

19th November at its centre in Newton Road between 4pm and

all ages in the Cadbury Heath area.

7pm where residents can find out more about the project and

Space to Connect follows commitments made in the

how they can be involved.

Government’s Civil Society and Loneliness Strategies,

Juice provides a base for a wide range of activities for all ages

published in 2018, to help create sustainable community hubs

from StreetGames for the younger people to exercise sessions

and spaces where they are most needed. Funding also builds

for the older residents. Juice also works in partnership and

on the Co-op Foundation’s work to strengthen community

provides a base for other agencies to provide support locally

spaces where people can connect and co-operate.

such as a foodbank and a weekly Citizens Advice Bureau.

Juice director Janice Suffolk, director said: “The recent

It runs Fit and Fed sessions in school holidays. While many

Community Plan highlighted certain things that local residents

children from low-income families are entitled to free school

felt would enhance where they lived. They felt better floral

meals during term time, there is no such provision during the

displays would encourage people to take greater pride in the

holidays.

Crossword

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Uncharacteristic (8)

2. Ballet skirt (4)

6. Washing vessel (4)

3. Stout (6)

Janice Suffolk

Failed break-in at shed
There was an attempt to break into a garden shed in St
Clements Road in Keynsham between 6pm and 10pm
on Wednesday 30th October.
A fence panel was knocked down to enter the rear
garden, and the shed door handle was moved but no
entry was made.
If you have any information regarding this incident,
contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111.

8. --- Peron, Argentinian 4. Reviewer (6)
first lady (3)
5. Construction toy (4)
9. Black bird (8)
6. Brigand (6)
10. Roman emperor (4) 7. Root vegetable (6)
12. Assert (5)
11. Tropical fruit (5)
14. Imitate (5)

12. Peak (5)

17. Askew (4)

13. Measuring device (5)

18. War memorial (8)

14. Unruly crowd (3)

20. Filmy material (8)

15. School subject (inf.) (5)
24. Item of footwear (4) 16. Hearten (5)
25. Group of eight (5)
19. Headgear (3)
26. Brother of
Romulus (5)
29. Apartment (4)
30. Widespread
outbreak (8)
31. Be in debt (3)
32. Celestial body (4)

21. Wild cat (6)
22. Division (6)
23. Eye membrane (6)
24. Brilliant (6)
27. Sediment (4)
28. Tablet (4)

33. Motoring safety
device (4,4)
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Author to launch new
trilogy at Keynsham café
Keynsham author and retired vicar Trevor Stubbs is
launching a trilogy for young adults.
The launch of Flip! is on Saturday 16th November at Temple
Street Canteen in Keynsham from 10am to 12.30pm.

Greatest Showman
theme to Winter Festival
Keynsham’s Winter Festival will be on Friday 29th
November and the theme this year is a 'Greatest
Showman' circus, with lots of new activities planned
and circus displays throughout the evening.
As usual local theatre groups, bands and choirs will
enhance the atmosphere, with performances in The
Space, the library, Baptist Church, Methodist Church,
St John's Church and on the mobile stage in Charlton
Road. The evening will kick off with a procession and
the Christmas lights will be switched on. Keynsham
High Street and the Fear Hall will be completely taken
over by market stalls.
See the town council’s website for more information.
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Originally from Northampton, Mr Stubbs was ordained at
Wakefield Cathedral in 1974. He served in parishes in
Yorkshire, with a three-year stint in Queensland in Australia
in between, before moving to Dorset where he served for 20
years before taking up a teaching post in South Sudan.
Retirement saw him begin his writing career. He is the author
of four books in the fantasy fiction White Gates Adventures
series and has now written the Flip! trilogy.
The grandfather, who took part in the recent Bristol Festival
of Literature and is involved with the local parish youth
group, says: “I was a teenager in the 1960s when young
people began to find their own voice. Many of our elders
thought of us as reactionary and indisciplined.
“But sometimes – often – teenagers can see things as they
really are and, when they speak out and stand up for what
they believe in, can change the world. Greta Thunberg and
Malala Yousafzai are shining examples of this on the world
stage but there are many others in their own communities that
work to make a difference.
“I want to empower young people. We should leave room for
their quick, perceptive minds to flourish and not attempt to
put them down or belittle them. Hence my characters in my

Trevor Stubbs

writing. It may be fantasy but the young people in the stories
are not fantasy characters.”
Mr Stubbs still works towards the development of university
education in South Sudan. All profits from the sale of his
books go to charity including Confident Children Out of
Conflict. The project helps girls of all ages who are at risk.
Most have been living on the streets in Juba.
To find out more about the charity visit
http://www.confidentchildren.org/
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Flower power help for heritage site
The organisers of the annual Warmley Flower Show have
handed over a cheque for £300 to the Warmley Signal Box
and Community Garden Group.
The flower show committee nominated the group which
looks after the heritage asset to benefit from the proceeds
from this year’s show.
Ros Pyle, secretary of the Warmley Signal Box and
Community Garden Group, said they plan to use the money
for a signal like the one being held in the picture right by
Graham Darby, curator of the signal box who was the last
signalman to work there before it was taken out of use in
1968.

The Grade II listed box at the side of the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path was reopened to visitors in 2013 after being
lovingly restored. The signal box group now hope to buy an
original signal at auction and then get an engineer to make a
structure for it and install it outside. Visitors will then be able
to pull it a lever inside the box and see what happens.
The box is usually open to the public every Saturday from
2pm to 4pm all year round and has about 1,000 visitors each
year.
Attending the cheque presentation at the signal box were
flower show committee representatives Kelvin Bush,
Margaret Brown, John Davis and Lynne Jobbins, along with
Ros Pyle and Maureen Jackson from
the Signal Box Group, as well as
Graham Darby.
Both groups welcome volunteers for
their committee with Mr Darby
saying in particular they would
welcome people with a railway
background. To find out more about
the Warmley Signal Box and
Community Garden Group email

Kelvin Bush presents the cheque to Graham Darby, watched by
flower committee members and members of the group who look
after the signal box and garden
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rosdawnpyle@sky.com
The flower show is always held on
the first Saturday of August at
Warmley Community Centre. The

Graham Darby

committee will decide in January which local cause will
benefit from next year’s show. Contact the chairman Kelvin
Bush on 0786 610 8186 if you are interested in joining.
Meanwhile on Remembrance Sunday the signal box will be
open from 10am to 2pm when on display will be the roll of
honour which commemorates the 203 railway personnel in
the Midland Railway Company’s Goods Department who
enrolled for military service in World War One, many of
whom never returned home.

15

B&NES Cabinet will make decision
about Mead Lane moorings
Bath & North East Somerset Council has
responded to our front page article last
week which highlighted fears that Mead
Lane in Saltford could be at risk of
collapsing into the River Avon.
The concerns were raised after documents
came to light last month showing that
stabilisation work of the riverbank 14 years
ago was not designed for moorings.
Saltford Environment Group (SEG), backed
by a civil engineering consultancy, has

warned of serious implications if mooring is
allowed to continue. Wessex Water, whose
sewage treatment plant is accessed from
Mead Lane, has also been in urgent contact
with B&NES.
SEG has called on B&NES to bring in a
mooring ban as soon as possible to mitigate
safety risks and avoid the inconvenience that
would arise from partial loss of the road due
to erosion if the riverbank suddenly fails.
This stretch of the river was subject to a

temporary mooring trial between December
2016 and October 2018 but has continued
and with it problems of boaters overstaying
their limit and reports of anti-social and
threatening behaviour, pollution and damage
to the riverbank, as we reported in Issue 597
(9th October).
On behalf of B&NES Council, independent
consultants have been gathering views on
options for the future of mooring. This week
Cllr Paul Crossley, Cabinet Member for

16

Communities, said: “Our consultation has
just finished and we have had a very good
response to it so I want to thank everyone for
taking part.
“One of our priorities is to give people a
bigger say and all the comments and
information that have been submitted,
including the matters raised by the Saltford
Environmental Group, will be considered
before Cabinet makes a decision about Mead
Lane moorings.”
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Hillfields 100-year
celebrations continue
The centenary celebrations of Bristol’s first council estate
– Hillfields – are continuing.
Hillfields was built following the introduction of the
Addison Housing Act in 1919. This Act, named after the
minister who introduced it, aimed to provide ‘homes fit for
heroes’ following the First World War.
The city has been celebrating the centenary of the Act with
a series of projects and at Hillfields Library on Wednesday
13th November from noon to 2pm local people are invited
to help shape an outdoor performance that will be taking
place at the Rec in June 2020 celebrating the estate’s 100th
birthday.
The organisers say the people best placed to tell the story
of Hillfields are those who have lived, worked and grown
up here. People are encouraged to go along to the library
and share ideas about what stories should be included and
how they might want to be involved.
In December there will be a Christmas party at Hillfields
Community Hub on Saturday 14th December from 3pm to
6pm.

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Plans for nine more
houses on Bath Road
Developer Churnmead has
applied to B&NES Council to
build nine houses on the Bath
Road between Keynsham and
Saltford.
Land Parcel 8108 lies between
Hygge Park, which is being built
by Crest Nicholson, and Harding
Place.
The application says that “a
clean, crisp and contemporary
approach” to the architectural
design of this scheme has been
adopted in reflection of Hygge
Park through which access to this
site is gained.
Five four-bed detached houses and four
three-bed semis are planned for the site,
which has no planning history. The
application reference number for the
Churngold scheme is 19/04542/FUL.
The deadline for comments is 14th
November.
In Issue 590 we reported that

developers Mactaggart and Mickel
Homes Ltd had withdrawn their appeal
to build 200 homes on Land Parcel
9000 on Bath Road.
B&NES Council had refused to grant
permission for the ‘safeguarded’ land
which has been removed from the
Green Belt and may be required to
serve development needs in the longer

term.
In refusing permission or the 200
homes plus a sports field, access roads,
foot and cyclepaths and open space, the
council said the site is not currently
allocated for development and the
existing road network doesn’t have the
capacity to accommodate the increase
in traffic likely to be generated.
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Nursing home is rated Inadequate
St Teresa’s Nursing Home in Corston has been rated as
Inadequate by the Care Quality Commission.
Inspectors found “widespread and systemic failings” at the
home where fees can top £1,000 a week.
Safety and leadership are both said to be inadequate and the
other three key areas which the inspectors looked at –
effective, caring and responsive – all required improvement.
At the time of the unannounced visit, the home in Corston
Lane was providing personal and nursing care to 66 people
aged 65 and over.
The report says: “There were widespread and systemic
failings identified during the inspection; we identified seven
breaches of regulations; the shortfalls related to key aspects
of the service; safeguarding, safe care and treatment, treating
people with dignity and respect, person centred care, staffing,
statutory notifications and good governance.”
Potential safeguarding concerns were not always identified
as such and incidents of unexplained bruising were not
always referred appropriately, meaning people were at risk
from potential abuse.
Residents said there were insufficient numbers of staff to
meet their needs and staff confirmed this. Environmental
hazards were not consistently identified which meant actions
were not taken to ensure the environment was safe for people
living there.
Residents were not always protected from the spread of
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infection. In the kitchen the inspectors
found food stored in the freezer in bags
which had not been sealed and saw
food which had not been dated after
being put into the fridge. The kitchen
floor was dirty in places and required
a deep clean.
Residents’ confidential information,
such as information about their care
and corresponding personal details,
was not always stored securely.
Staff did not have sufficient time to
provide unrushed care, although
residents told the inspection team that
they received support from staff who
were caring. Residents and staff spoke
positively about the manager.
The report also says that the food looked appetising and
residents spoke positively about the menu choices available.
The inspection ream also received positive feedback from
healthcare professionals about their experience of working
with staff, and relatives provided positive feedback about
their loved ones' experience of end-of-life care and support.
In a statement this week Cedar Care Homes said: “The focus
of our resources and efforts is the well-being of our residents.
Unfortunately, an unusually high staff turnover at St Teresa

St Teresa’s nursing home

caused breakdown in communication protocols, resulting in
potential abuse not being reported.
“We reviewed stated incidents and promptly made
safeguarding referrals. We are supporting our staff and
reinforcing our ethos to ensure our residents’ safety and wellbeing.
“We operate seven homes in Bath, six of which are rated as
‘Good’. This is a temporary setback: we are confident that
we are already on course to return to the high standard of
care provided at St Teresa since 2007.”

The Week in • Wednesday 6th November 2019

Legion’s call to scrap visa fees
for Commonwealth veterans
The Royal British Legion has received cross-party
support for its campaign to abolish visa charges for
Commonwealth service personnel who wish to remain in
the United Kingdom once their military careers are over.

Nicola Bowden-Jones
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As part of its Stop the Service Charge campaign, a crossparty letter calling on the Home Secretary to recognise those
who have served in the UK Armed Forces by abolishing visa
costs was signed by more than 130 different MPs from eight
different parties.
Currently, Commonwealth citizens serving in the UK Armed
Forces have the right to apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain
(ILR) after four years’ service if they choose to stay in the
UK. But application costs have risen considerably in recent
years, meaning it would currently cost almost £10,000 in visa
fees for a service leaver to settle in the UK with a spouse and
two children.
Charles Byrne, Director General at the Royal British Legion,
said: “Charging exorbitant fees to those who have sacrificed
so much to serve our country is no way to thank
Commonwealth service leavers. We are pleased so many
people agree with our Stop the Service Charge campaign and
are joining the call to have these fees waived. We hope the
Government will listen to these serious concerns.”
Locally, Nicola Bowden-Jones, who is standing in next
month’s General Election for the Kingswood constituency
and is a member of the Royal British Legion, has a personal

interest in the campaign. She said: “These men and women
sign up to join the UK’s Armed Forces, putting their life on
the line for our country, and the current visa fees charged do
not reflect the nations gratitude for their service. Having
served the UK, Commonwealth service personnel have the
right to apply to stay here without having to pay fees so high
that some veterans are being pushed into poverty.”

Vehicles damaged
in Longwell Green
Someone damaged a vehicle’s wing mirror while it was
parked in Logus Court, Longwell Green, between 8pm on
Saturday 19th October and 7am the next day.
And on the same night a car had both wing mirrors broken
while it was parked on Moorcroft Drive in Longwell
Green.
If you have any information regarding these incidents,
contact the police on 101. Alternatively call Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Plans submitted for new
landmark cricket pavilion
Plans
have
been
submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council
for a new cricket
pavilion which will bring
more sports provision to
Lyde Green.
The pavilion and pitches
were
given
outline
permission in the original
masterplan for Lyde
Green and are situated to
the north east, behind the
new secondary school site
and near Lyde Green
Common.
Oxford Architects, who have drawn up the
design for the pavilion, say it will be a key
landmark building in Lyde Green. It will be
a mixture of timber cladding and grey bricks
and will be built to achieve high levels of
energy efficiency. A 30-space car park is
proposed. The public consultation runs until
12th November. Already the council’s
ecologist has flagged up concerns that the
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application does not appear to include any
supporting ecological information and there
are potential issues relating to harm to the
hydrology of the adjacent Lyde Green
Common which is a Site of Nature
Conservation Interest, or how it will be
protected both during construction and
afterwards.
The application reference number to look for
on the council’s website is 19/13689/RM.
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Author and Paralympian
visits Keynsham school
The past 12 months have been an exciting
time at Castle Primary School in
Newlands Road in Keynsham, following
the celebration of its 50th anniversary and
the completion of its expansion to twoform entry.
The four new classrooms, and existing 10,
have been named after children’s authors
chosen by the pupils and they were thrilled
when one of them – Ade Adepitan – paid a
visit recently.
Ade, who is also a Paralympian and BBC TV
presenter and has been awarded the MBE,
gave the children a preview in advance of the
launch of his newest book, Cyborg Cat and
the Night Spider, the first to be published in
partnership with the BBC’s Children in
Need.

He showed off some of his wheelchair
basketball skills to the whole school and paid
a special visit to his very own Adepitan Class
where he spent time answering their
questions about himself, his books and how
he found his inner superhero to help him
achieve his dreams. He had brought along
four copies each of his two children’s books.
Afterwards Adepitan and Morpurgo classes
followed Ade to see more of him at the Bath
Children’s Literature Festival.
The school and the Friends of Castle (the
PTA) are currently fundraising to create a
new library and have invested more than
£10,000 in new books. Headteacher Chris
Cannings said: “A part of our aim to instil a
lifelong love of reading in all our pupils,
Ade's visit really inspired all our children.”

Cossham
Hospital to
get new MRI
scanner
Cossham Hospital is to receive a state-of-the-art MRI
scanner to improve cancer survival rates for Kingswood
and surrounding patients.
North Bristol NHS Trust, which runs Cossham Hospital,
is one of 78 NHS Health Trusts across the country that
it was announced last week will benefit from funding
for new cancer testing and detection technology.
Andrea Young, chief executive of North Bristol NHS
Trust, said: “We are very pleased that we are benefiting
from this government funding announcement at our
increasingly busy Cossham Hospital, meaning our
patients will have access to a new state-of-the-art MRI
scanner.”

Situations
Vacant

Guided tour of historic
gardens and grottoes

Ade Adepitan with his hosts, Toby, left, and Isabel, right

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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The William Champion gardens at Kingswood Heritage
Museum, Warmley, are open for a guided walk and tour
of the grottoes on Sunday 10th November from 2pm to
4pm.
This circular walk will take approximately 90 minutes
on level ground, some of which may be muddy. Bring
a torch to help you explore as you wander through the
grottoes, which will be specially opened for you by your
guide.
For
more
information
email
Kay
Ross
kay@mclross.co.uk or contact the museum reception
on 0117 9605664.

The deadline
for receipt of
family notices
is 10.30am on
the Monday of
publication
week

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Aerials

Carpet Fitters

Electrical

Garden Services

Guttering

Handyman

Chimney Sweeps

Appliances

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
Driveways

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Architectural
Services

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Home
Maintenance

Fencing

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

1 week = £21
2 weeks = £18.90
4 weeks = £17.85
6 weeks = £16.80
8 weeks = £15.75
12 weeks = £14.70
26 weeks = £13.65
52 weeks = £12.60

Electrical

Carpet Cleaning

All prices per week exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the discount
rate.

Foot Health

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Guttering

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Pregnancy
Massage

Venue Hire

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Logs

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
Plastering

Skip Hire

Oven Cleaning

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Plumbers

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Painting
& Decorating
Tile Services
Windows & Doors

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Wanted
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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