THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

30th October 2019

Issue 600

FREE

Read by more than 40,000 people each week

Fears that road could collapse into river
There are safety fears for Mead Lane in Saltford after
documents recently came to light showing that stabilisation
work of the riverbank 14 years ago was NOT designed for
moorings.

Saltford Environment Group (SEG) says there are serious
implications if mooring is allowed to continue and on 20th
October, within 48 hours of seeing the paperwork it contacted
B&NES Council to make the information “urgently available”

at both director and Cabinet Member level.
SEG says Wessex Water, whose sewage treatment plant is
accessed from Mead Lane, has also been in urgent contact with
B&NES. In addition, SEG says it has taken professional advice
from a civil engineering consultancy which agrees about the
moorings being unsuitable.
The documents, including design and environmental reports
for the 2005 stabilisation of the riverbank, were supplied to
SEG by the widow of a former Mead Lane resident. They
reveal that a bio-engineering solution was implemented to
protect and maintain road access to residential properties and
local businesses in the lane, as well as Wessex Water's plant.
Without action, erosion to the riverbank would have likely led
to loss of part of the road within five to 10 years.
Writing to the council, SEG says the papers reveal “a serious
oversight” in allowing mooring on the River Avon in Mead
Lane after 2005, an activity that was not anticipated or
designed into the riverbank stabilisation scheme. Moorings
only started to become more frequent from 2014. Before 2005,
the uneven nature of the riverbank due to erosion made
moorings only an occasional occurrence.
SEG says: “B&NES Council invested a large amount of public
funds in 2005 to avoid the dangers arising from a partial loss
of the highway in Mead Lane. However, the Water Space Study
(2017) and the decision by B&NES Council to hold a mooring
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Fears that road could collapse into river
Continued from page 1
trial (2017-18) overlooked that investment and the
reasons behind it; presumably due to staffing
changes and incomplete record keeping that lacked
continuity for managing this key infrastructure.
“We do not know what damage has already occurred
to the Mead Lane riverbank stabilisation scheme
below the water’s surface, and the extent of the
reduction in the scheme’s lifespan; we know damage
to vegetation has been continuous. This will have
financial implications for the public purse but the
timescale is unknown; autumn and winter flood
Work under way at Mead Lane, 25th September 2005
events are becoming increasingly common and more
Picture credit: SEG
severe due to climate change. It is incumbent on
B&NES Council therefore to implement a mooring
ban as soon as possible to mitigate safety risks and to avoid the Since writing to B&NES SEG has taken professional advice
extreme inconvenience that would follow from the future from a Bath-based coastal and inland civil engineering
partial loss of the highway due to erosion from sudden consultancy which supports the points made about the
unsuitability of moorings in Mead Lane and adds: “In addition,
riverbank failure.
“Loss of access for Wessex Water, residential properties, the effects of boat propeller wash, resulting from the use of the
businesses including the Jolly Sailor and emergency vehicles bank by boats for mooring purposes (arrival and departure), is
would be a very serious matter quite apart from the safety risks likely to increase the rate of fine material being washed out of
the bank, accelerating the rate of destabilisation of the bank.”
associated with carriageway failure.
“A mooring ban should therefore commence immediately with On 24th October Wessex Water informed B&NES Council that
a winter mooring ban as sought by Saltford Parish Council on it was aware of and shared SEG's concerns. SEG says: “Wessex
1st October. Mead Lane was within 4cm of flooding as recently Water has urged B&NES to carefully review the bank
as the night of 13th-14th October; Environment Agency stabilisation works undertaken in 2005.”
records show five river flood events at Saltford in the last seven Wessex Water is also backing SEG's suggestion of establishing
a nature reserve at Mead Lane.
years.”
In Issue 597 this month we reported on the calls for an In Issue 598 we reported that Wessex Water had dropped its
immediate ban on moorings at Mead Lane as the trial scheme controversial plan for a new bridge over the River Avon
has seen boaters overstaying their limit and reports of anti- linking its sewage treatment plant with the A431 at
social and threatening behaviour, pollution and damage to the Swineford. Wessex Water had been considering the option of
riverbank. On behalf of B&NES Council, independent a bridge to remove heavy vehicles from using the narrow
consultants are gathering views on options for the future. The lanes of the Saltford Conservation Area.
online survey - www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MeadLane - ends We have asked B&NES Council to respond to the concerns
tomorrow (Thursday).
raised.
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KTCRfm is
coming soon
The launch of KTCRfm, Keynsham’s 24/7 community
radio station, is getting nearer and station manager Ric
Davison is hopeful that it will be broadcasting before
Christmas. Since being granted a licence in 2017 a lot of
work has gone on behind the scenes to develop the weekly
Keynsham Hour programme which is broadcast on Somer
Valley fm into the Keynsham area’s own community
station. With the help of Lottery funding, two studios just
off the High Street are now equipped and ready to go and
a number of local interest programmes are in the process
of production.
The final piece of the jigsaw is the rather complicated
process of commissioning the transmission aerial site in
Burnett which is currently in the hands of Ofcom.
“Once the transmission lines are installed, we can start
begin test broadcasting but cannot properly broadcast until
Ofcom have attended to commission our whole broadcast
system,” said Ric. In the meantime, KTCRfm is using the
time for radio volunteers and contributors, many of whom
are new to broadcasting, to have some extra time to hone
their skills and prepare their shows.
The station will broadcast its own programmes on local
issues and events alongside other material produced in the
region featuring sport and music. Although still waiting for
confirmation of the broadcast frequency and the Ofcom
commissioning, interest is already encouraging, with a
number of commercial partners lined up. Some even have
their adverts ready to go on day one of broadcasting.
KTCRfm is still looking for ideas for new programmes and
commercial partners. If you would like to be involved then
email info@ktcradio.com
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Volunteers honoured
for their long service

Air ambulance called
out to Keynsham
The B3116 Wellsway in Keynsham was closed for
around an hour last Thursday afternoon when the air
ambulance responded to a medical emergency at a local
address. It is believed a young boy was airlifted to
hospital.

Volunteers from Keyn-
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Leading Cossham campaigner
Reg Bennett dies
Reg Bennett, who was a tireless
campaigner for Cossham Hospital in
Kingswood, has died at the age of 85.
Mr Bennett was part of the Save Cossham
Hospital Group, which fought the original
closure decision in 2004. The hospital
underwent a £19m refurbishment and
opened in January 2013 but without its
promised minor injuries unit.
Mr Bennett was rarely out of the pages of
The Week In as he led the Reformed Save
Cossham Hospital Group to try to secure
the MIU. More than 18,000 people
signed a petition and there was cross-party
support.
However, health chiefs in South
Gloucestershire decided instead to pursue a
trial of a minor injuries service in GP
practices, which they said fitted better with
their overall plan for improving urgent care
services, a decision that was backed by the
Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt in 2015, to the
dismay of campaigners.
As well as the Cossham campaign Mr
Bennett was a leading member of his local

Neighbourhood Watch group and in 2015 he
won a South Gloucestershire Council Chair’s
Long Service recognising his valuable
contribution and dedication as a volunteer
with the community.
Reginald Bennett was born in Eastville and
left school at 14 to work in the shoe industry.
Before he did his National Service in the
Navy at the age of 20, he met his wife-to-be
June. The couple kept in touch and were
married in 1956 at Holy Trinity Church in
Kingswood and at first lived at Kingsdown
Parade in Bristol before moving to their
home in Kingswood when it was built in
1959.
He had various jobs, including delivering
books and working for himself as a general
builder and doing maintenance for major
companies in the Bristol area including IBM
and Bicknells. He underwent a quadruple
heart bypass at the age of 60 and for a time
after that worked as a caretaker at the old
Deerswood Primary School.
Mr Bennett, who had been diagnosed with
cancer in September, passed away at home
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Reg Bennett

on Thursday 17th October.
Paying tribute this week Jo McCarron, who
was Labour’s Parliamentary candidate for
Kingswood at the time of the campaign said:
“Reg was a man who made a real difference.
Determined to protect services at Cossham
Hospital, Reg could always be seen out
campaigning with a huge smile and an even
bigger umbrella with ‘Save our Minor

Injuries Unit’ posters hanging from it. I know
he’ll be sorely missed by everyone who had
the pleasure of knowing him.”
Mr Bennett leaves his wife June, children
Simon and Julie, and two grandchildren.
His funeral is on Thursday 7th November at
12.15pm at Westerleigh Crematorium’s
Woodland Chapel, followed by a wake at
The Midland Spinner in Warmley.
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Car park approval sparks
shock and concern
The row over the new car park at
Willsbridge Mill, which will result in the
loss of woodland and see a new access
created on Willsbridge Hill continues, even
though the plans have been approved.
For the last five years Willsbridge Mill
Community Refresh (WMCR), has managed
the South Gloucestershire Council-owned
Grade II listed mill buildings, including the
café, after taking over the lease from Avon
Wildlife Trust, which still maintains the
surrounding valley.
WMCR worked with the council to design
the 20-space car park at the Green Belt site
and had warned that failure to get it would
throw the future of the group into question,
with the risk of the site falling back in to
neglect.
There were 56 comments of objection and 29
in support of the plans which were lodged on
behalf of the council by an officer in the
community spaces improvements team and
approved under “deemed consent”, as we
reported in Issue 597 (9th October).
Oldland Parish Council has expressed “great

concern” and in our Letters section this week
a resident says people are “shocked and
concerned” at the decision.
Parish councillors had objected as they had
serious concerns regarding the traffic hazard
of traffic movements into and out of the site at
a pinch point on Willsbridge Hill, and about
the loss of trees and environmental damage.
The council’s minutes say: “Local feeling
indicates continued community objection to
the plans and in particular disappointment that
local ward councillors had failed to ‘call in’ the
application.”
Parish council clerk Victoria Hicks has been
tasked with finding out why the district
councillors did not call in the plans which
would have seen the decision being made by
South Gloucestershire councillors at a meeting
the public could attend and speak at. She has
also been asked to find out what “deemed
consent” indicates and what neighbouring
parishes feel about the situation.
WMCR will be responsible for finding the
funding for the car park but Oldland Parish
Council says that its parish development

Willsbridge Mill

specialist Steve Skidmore will not get involved
in any funding bids with the group “in light of
the parish council's continuing objections”.
The parish council also wants to know what
local consultation will take place in respect of
the siting of the offset tree planting and the
clerk has been asked to arrange a visit to
WMCR “to gain a better understanding of the
business case for development”.
Councillors are due to be updated at their
meeting tomorrow (Thursday).
Meanwhile in her letter to The Week In,

resident Virginia McNab says: “Due to the
strong feelings, a number of requests were
made to the local district councillors Toby
Savage and Christine Price to call it in.
She writes: “We received a reply from Cllr
Savage that after a review by officers, it was
felt the safety measures were adequate. The
safety assessment was carried out a few years
ago at 2pm in November; since then the area
has been adopted as a learner driver area for
buses and HGV drivers and the volume of
traffic has increased dramatically.”

Police seek witnesses to
collision in Keynsham

There are concerns about the approved new access on Willsbridge Hill

Police are appealing for witnesses after a collision involving a pedestrian and a car in
Keynsham on Saturday night.
An Avon & Somerset police spokesperson said: “We received a report of a road traffic
collision involving a woman pedestrian and a car at about 8.30pm in Station Road.
“The pedestrian suffered head and back injuries and was taken to Royal United Hospital.
The injuries were not reported to be life-threatening or life-changing.
“The driver of the vehicle was in touch with us. Police inquiries into the incident are
continuing.”
Anyone with any information is asked to contact the police on 101, quoting reference
5219248483.

Warm welcome at Memory Café
South Gloucestershire Dementia Action Alliance’s Retreat Memory Café in Soundwell
is opening every second and fourth Monday of the month from October, except
December.
It was previously just held on the second Monday. It is free to attend and run at St
Stephen’s Church Hall in Church Road from 10.15am to 12.15pm by a friendly team of
volunteers. Activities include crafts, exercise and singalongs and tea, coffee and
homemade cakes are served.
Anyone living with memory loss, their carers and family are welcome to attend. Parking
is available and there are also volunteer drivers who can pick you up if needed.
For more information contact Winsome on 01454 868570 or email
dementia@southernbrooks.org.uk
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Mural brightens up Kings
Chase Shopping Centre

Office block owner
due in court
The owner of an office block which caught fire in
Speedwell last New Year’s Eve has been charged with
breaching fire safety regulations.
Dozens of firefighters tackled the blaze at the former
Strachan & Henshaw building on Foundry Lane.
Now Wayne Braund, 51, of Fieldgrove Lane, Bitton,
faces seven charges in a case being brought by Avon
Fire and Rescue Service. He is due to appear before
Bristol Crown Court on 8th November.
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A stunning mural which brightens up a
dark corner of the car park at Kings Chase
Shopping Centre was officially unveiled last
week.
The project was completed over the summer
with young people through Connecting
Kingswood, a group of partners made up of
local businesses, councillors, charities and
South Gloucestershire Council, all working in
or on behalf of the community to support local
residents.
Young people aged 10 to 16 took part in
sessions at the Made Forever Youth Centre
with professional artist Sophie Rae to design
and paint the mural and all their names are
included on a sign.
Richard Ryan, manager of the Kings Chase Shopping Centre,
said this previously bland part of the car park “now pops with
colour and has been a real lift”.
Zaya Morris-Taylor, Kingswood community development
coordinator with the Southern Brooks Community
Partnerships in Kingswood, said the idea for the mural came
from the children and young people sub-group of Connecting
Kingswood. The town is one of South Gloucestershire’s

‘priority neighbourhoods’ where people don't have the same
opportunities as in other areas.
She thanked everyone involved in the project which it is
hoped will be the first of other murals in the area and they
are hoping to secure more funding. Already suggestions of
the Connecting Kingswood Facebook page for a mural
include the underpass on Westons Way or underneath the ring
road at the bottom of Hill Street.
To
find
out
more
email
zayamorristaylor@southernbrooks.org.uk or call her on 0796 918 9485.
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Elderly woman
restrained during
burglary in Staple Hill
Police are asking the public to help them identify the man
in this e-fit image who they want to speak to about a
burglary in Staple Hill in which an elderly woman was
restrained.
On Saturday 19th October, between 8pm and 8.30pm, an
elderly woman answered the door of her home in Tyler’s Lane
to a man she didn’t know who then pushed his way into the
hallway. A second man then entered, stealing a wallet from a
male victim before searching upstairs and leaving with the
female victim’s handbag and jewellery box.
Whilst the second man was searching the property, the first man
remained with the woman, restraining her from leaving and
smashing her mobile phone on the floor.
The e-fit is of the first man, described as “scruffy”. He is white,
around 5ft 8in or 5ft 9in and aged between 30 and 40 with light
brown hair and wearing a beige anorak.
The second man is described as white and of a similar age,
around 6ft and of a solid/strong build with light brown hair and
wearing a black quilted coat and black hat pulled down to his
eyes.
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If you know the identity of the man in the e-fit or recognise the
description of both men, call the police on 101 and give the call
handler the reference number 5219242460, or report
information online via the force website.

Play helps raise
funds for church
St James Church in Mangotsfield is currently out of
bounds due to major renovation works and members of
the congregation and the wider community have been
busy fundraising to help complete the refurbishment as
quickly as possible.
This will enable the church to be a more accessible space
for not only Sunday worship and other services but for
the whole community to benefit from including groups,
concerts and other activities, as well as school visits.
The next big event coming up is a play being performed
by local actor John Sibley.
The Joseph Story (Jesus My Boy) is John's offering of
his talent as an actor. Tickets are on sale for Saturdays
9th and 16th November at 7.30pm at St James Church
Hall.
Tickets cost £10 and afterwards there will be light
refreshments and a question-and- answer session. For
more information and tickets call Sally on 0779 941 6142
or email sallysibley4@hotmail.com

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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More fly-tips blighting
the countryside
There has been fly-tipping of builders’ waste in recent
days in both Hanham Abbots Conservation Area and at
Brewery Hill in Bitton.
This site at Brewery Hill near the old greenhouses is a
well-known spot for fly-tippers who conveniently ignore
the South Gloucestershire Council notice warning them
that they face a maximum £50,000 fine if caught.
The council says it has a zero-tolerance approach to flytipping and investigates all complaints and incidents.
People are encouraged to report incidents at
www.southglos.gov.uk/flytipping or to contact the
StreetCare helpdesk on 01454 868000.
Residents and businesses are advised to only give their
rubbish to an Environment Agency registered waste
carrier and not be tempted to use people offering cheap
waste clearance on sites such as Facebook and Gumtree
unless they can confirm that they are registered with the
Environment Agency.
Unwanted goods and household or garden waste can all
be disposed of at no cost via the council’s Sort It centres.
Fly-tipping at Hanham Abbots

More dumping at Brewery Hill

Cossham Birth Centre
partially reopens
Cossham Birth Centre has reopened under an ‘Open on
Arrival’ model for women in labour, which applies day and
night.
This means the centre at Cossham Hospital is opened
specifically for a birth and closed afterwards.
The centre was temporarily closed a year ago due to increasing
inductions of labour at Southmead Hospital and a shortage of
midwives. It means patients and women in labour have been
diverted to the midwife-led unit at Southmead Hospital, in an
effort by the North Bristol Hospital Trust to maximise its
midwifery workforce on one site.
As of Monday 21st October, Cossham Birth Centre is now an
option for low risk women who have been assessed antenatally
as suitable by their midwife. Before arriving at Cossham Birth
Centre, women in labour must telephone Mendip Birth Centre
at Southmead (on 0117 414 6900) and speak to a midwife.
The midwife on Mendip Birth Centre will support women to
get their first choice where possible on a case-by-case basis;
however, if the team are already occupied with a birth then
women will be offered Mendip Birth Centre or the Central
Delivery Suite as an alternative. Conversations about this and
suitable alternatives will have previously been discussed at the
woman’s antenatal checks at 34 weeks and 36 weeks.
If a Cossham birth is appropriate and available, the midwife
will meet the woman and her birth partner at the birth centre
and open it. After the birth, at an agreed time but no longer than
six hours, the mother and baby would be able to return home.
The midwives would then ensure Cossham is left ready
prepared for the next birth and then close the unit. If a mother
and baby need to stay longer than six hours postnatally, they
will be transferred by ambulance to Southmead Maternity Unit.
Community midwifery services continue to run from the
Cossham Birth Centre as normal and clinical leaders say they
continue to review how the birth centre, community, integrated
and homebirth teams can best work together and continue to
provide a high quality, sustainable service.

Sudoku
1-Easy

North Bristol NHS Trust’s director of nursing and quality,
Helen Blanchard, said: “We are pleased to be reopening
Cossham Birth Centre and where possible, give women the
option of choosing to have their baby there. Regardless of birth
place option, all women will be safe and well cared for.”

Auction and book sale
The 1st Keynsham Scout Group are holding an auction
and book sale on Saturday 16th November at Scout HQ
in Ashton Way. Items for donation can be delivered to
Scout HQ between 6.30pm and 8.30pm from Monday
11th to Friday 15th November.
On the day itself doors open at 9am and the auction starts
at 9.30am. Refreshments will be available.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 3rd November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Council requires leader’s
full attention

Thank you letter

the right.

In or its Letters pages. That’s quite an

Dear Week In team

This means that a car wanting to come out

achievement.

Dear Becky

I would like to say thank you through The

from Whittucks Road would have to wait

Another issue which has been covered,

The case laid out by Nicola Bowden-Jones

Week In to the kindly bunch of people who

for a car turning into Whittucks Road

although not in the same way, is the

against Toby Savage in respect of him

stopped to help me yesterday (Sunday 20th

having come down the High Street and

ongoing saga of Brexit. I commend Mike

holding a variety of jobs whilst also

October) about 1.30pm when I slipped and

indicating a right turn. Equally a car

Barrow’s brave attempt in last week’s

attempting to run South Gloucestershire

fell opposite the promotions stand in front

coming out from Highfield Avenue would

edition to provide a helpful bridge towards

Council, which represents nearly 300,000

of House of Fraser in Cabot Circus;

need to wait for a car coming into

reconciliation. I have now disowned all the

people, is quite shocking as well as

namely the shoppers who came over to ask

Highfield Avenue, a pretty rare occurrence

political parties, including Nigel Farage’s

surprising.

if I was all right, the girl with long brown

compared with cars trying to get out from

new lot. In August I quit the Conservative

Ms Bowden-Jones lays out a series of

hair from the promotions stand who was

Highfield Avenue.

Party which has moved such a long way

points which indicate that Mr Savage has

particularly helpful and alerted the Cabot

And, of more importance, without traffic

from its traditions, but in fact I am

got himself into a position in which there

Circus security crew, got me a drink of

lights how will pedestrians ever manage to

appalled by all the nonsense coming from

are obvious conflicts of interest and begs

water and stayed with me till the crew

cross the road?

every political party over Brexit.

the question of how he can adequately run

arrived and her colleague (I think she was

I know that Stonehill and the High Street

In future, I will only vote in local council

the council as well as doing these other

called Isabella) and the chap who helped

often have lengthy queues but I don’t think

elections and will devote my time to my

paid jobs for the Tory Metro Mayor and

me to a seat.

a roundabout without traffic lights is the

second passion – church, choral and

the Tory MP.

Also, to let you all know that once the

answer.

cathedral music. I am now supporting the

His very dismissive reply, which was

initial pain in my knees had worn off, I

Tim Lansdown

Wells Angels Chorister Trust which helps

reported in The Week In, was that Ms

was fine and went on my way.

Hanham

musical children benefit from this

Bowden-Jones did not understand about

Thank you, people.

local government in our area. He should

Helen Chisnall

have addressed the issues raised in a full

Longwell Green

wonderful calling. I feel all political parties

Congratulations on your
600 editions
Dear Editor

and transparent manner, rather than this

have let me down so now it is time to
concentrate on something far more
worthwhile.
Once again, congratulations to you all on

I remember your first edition in 2008 and

I invite him to provide full details of how

Roundabout would still
need lights

he justifies all these different positions.

Dear Editor

strength to strength. Stephen, Becky and

Surely running a council which has

You report in your edition of 23rd October

your team, you have covered a great deal

massive problems in the education sector

that consideration is being given to

in Keynsham, Whitchurch, Saltford and

should require his full attention, and if not,

replacing the traffic lights at the junction

further afield over the last 11 years of your

why not. His main priority and efforts

of Hanham High Street and Whittucks

publication. And indeed, it also helped me

Shock at council’s car
park decision

should be to convince his Conservative

Road with a roundabout.

in

Dear Editor

friends in Westminster that they need to

For a roundabout to work successfully

deregulation of a bus service in South

Thank you for covering the decision by

provide

for

without traffic lights you need fairly equal

Bristol, for which I thank you.

South Gloucestershire Council to approve

education and social welfare services in

volumes of traffic both along and across

You have covered other issues too, not

plans to provide additional visitor car

our area, all of which are so badly

the junction. This is not the case at the site

least the ongoing saga of the four local

parking for the Willsbridge Mill site under

squeezed under Conservative austerity.

in question. The traffic flow along the

councils and the Metro Mayor who failed

the heading ‘Contentious car park plans

Our children and vulnerable citizens are

A431 is heavy and constant and would

to listen to good sense over the Joint

get go ahead’ (Issue 597).

being let down. I look forward to hearing

have priority over traffic trying to come

Spatial Plan (JSP). The JSP has fallen flat

Residents in the area are shocked and

from him.

out from Whittucks Road and Highfield

on its face because nobody listened to the

concerned at this decision. Due to the

Linda Gates

Avenue because of the rule that at a

people who were expressing reservations

strong feelings, a number of requests were

Oldland Common

roundabout you give way to traffic from

and their unhappiness, either in The Week

made to the local district councillors Toby

rather flippant response.
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much

greater

funding

goodness me, you have gone on from

my

attempts

to

challenge

the

reaching 600. Keep it up.
Stephen Farthing
Hengrove
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LETTERS
Savage and Christine Price to call it in. We

footprint and identify the actions which

However, we also need local residents to

our energy will come from renewable

received a reply from Cllr Savage that after

will make the biggest difference as quickly

get involved with campaigning for

sources and our homes will be warmer and

a review by officers, it was felt the safety

as possible. With limited time and

government to take the climate crisis

cheaper to run.

measures were adequate. The safety

resources, it is vital that we focus our

seriously

knowledge

We are at a critical point in time, but I

assessment was carried out a few years ago

efforts, make evidence-based decisions

throughout the community. Please come to

believe that with collective action and

at 2pm in November; since then the area

and work closely with others.

one of the regular local forum meetings in

leadership, we can face up to the climate

has been adopted as a learner driver area

From that work, three immediate priorities

November to hear an update.

emergency and set ourselves on the path to

for buses and HGV drivers and the volume

for cutting carbon emissions have been

The good news is that, as we make

a sustainable future.

of traffic has increased dramatically.

identified. These are: improving the energy

progress towards a zero carbon future, our

Cllr Sarah Warren

There are to be ‘advisory’ only signs

efficiency of buildings (both existing and

journeys will be less stressful, our travel

B&NES Cabinet Member for the

advising drivers to leave the site by turning

new build), a significant move towards

will be healthier, our air will be cleaner,

Climate Emergency

left. The access to Willsbridge House does

public transport, walking and cycling, and

not seem to have been factored in at all. A

decarbonising our electricity supply

few weeks ago, there was a traffic accident

through local renewables.

here; fortunately, no one was injured.

Earlier this month, after considering a

Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh will

high-level report, councillors unanimously

be responsible for funding the car park.

approved these priorities as the council’s

This includes moving the telegraph pole

basis for action. The challenge ahead of us

and the lamp post, realigning the stone

is massive, as we chart an ambitious

wall to provide an adequate splay,

course towards carbon neutrality. Council

providing paths and landscaping, etc. A

investment, policies and strategies must all

considerable sum of money will be

be reviewed, and we must commit to a

needed. As WMCR appears to be open for

significant and fundamental cultural shift.

only five days a week, with limited trading

The council cannot do everything alone, so

hours per day, this will be a challenge.

we will be establishing a new Climate

Despite

South

Emergency, Environment and Place

Gloucestershire Council asset, with so

Partnership, as well creating a wider

many budget restraints, the council are not

programme to engage with residents and

in a position to finance the project.

local organisations (including through

V McNab

citizens’ juries). Where action needs to be

this

site

being

a

taken at a higher level, we will press

Help us work for a
sustainable future
Dear Editor
In March this year, B&NES Council
adopted a climate emergency declaration.
Local councillors acknowledged that we
must play our part in tackling this crisis
and helping to avoid the worst impacts of
climate breakdown.
Since then, an enormous amount of work
has been done to research the area’s carbon

government and the West of England
Combined Authority to act without delay.
Many people ask me what they can do
right now. The answer is that individual
actions do have a role to play – you can
reduce consumption, cut waste, change the
way you travel and improve the energy
efficiency of your home (contact Energy at
Home on 0800 038 5680 for advice and
check out some more suggestions here:
bathnes.gov.uk/climate-emergency).
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and

sharing

Boys become Ironmen to
raise money for hospice
Boys from the Fry Club Junior
Football Club recently presented
a cheque for £862 to the
Children’s Hospice South West
following fundraising which
involved
three
of
them
undertaking
an
Ironman
Challenge.
Last year, as under 11 age group
players Josh, Bradley and James
took on a one-mile swim,
followed by a two-mile run and a
15-mile bike ride to raise money
for the hospice. Together with the
rest of the team, they also
provided a sponsored bag pack at
Tesco in Keynsham. Last season,
the under 11s also had the hospice
logo printed on their shirts and
carried out collections at all their
home matches.
Our pictures, from top, show the
team after their bag pack, Josh,
Bradley and James taking part in
the challenge, and the boys
handing over the cheque at the
hospice.
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Spotlight on
dementia
awareness

Plans to restore Champion’s
unique 18th century garden
A new initiative has been launched under the auspices of

Now people are being asked if they want to get involved in the

Kingswood Heritage Museum, aiming to improve

restoration and revitalisation of this unique garden and to share

industrialist William Champion's 18th century garden in

ideas and suggestions.

Warmley and turn it into a special space for the community.

Kay Ross, who is leading the efforts to set up the Friends of

When Champion's zinc-making business became successful,

William Champion's Garden, said: “Currently the garden is

he built himself an elegant and imposing new house at the heart

open to the public on only a few days each year, and the new

of his brass mill works (now the museum).

initiative seeks to develop what the museum has been able to

The surrounding garden that he added was particularly

achieve to make the garden and its grotto a major feature for

impressive, and a focal point was the large lake, which was not

enjoyment by people from both the locality and wider afield.

only ornamental but also provided the water supply for the

“But we are going to need to attract new people to help, and I

works. In the centre of the lake was a seven-metre high statue

would ask anyone who's interested in history, gardening or

of the god Neptune with his trident.

conservation and wants to see this work succeed to get in touch

This is still there (pictured) and is believed to be the largest

with me by telephoning the museum on 0117 9605664, or by

garden statue now standing in the country.

email via kay@mclross.co.uk”

Crossword

ACROSS

DOWN

2. Extreme (7)

1. Stun (4)

7. Female horse (4)

2. Financial obligation (4)

8. Towards (4)

3. Donate (anag.) (6)

9. Smoked herring (7)

4. Rag (6)

10. Religious order (4)

5. Restrain (4)

12. Belch (inf.) (4)

6. Agitate (4)

15. Cut off (5)

10. Reach a goal (7)

17. Tinned (6)

11. Mythical being (7)

18. Steering
mechanism (6)

13. Experience (7)

19. Uplifted (6)

15. Effluent drain (5)

21. Two-channel (6)

16. Corroded (5)

22. Mass meeting (5)

20. Tuberous plant (6)

23. Venture (4)

21. London square (6)

Coventry Building Society on Keynsham High Street
is hosting a dementia awareness day at its branch on
Wednesday 6th November.
Keynsham and Saltford Dementia Action Alliance
(K&SDAA) whose main aim is to make the town more
dementia friendly will also be in attendance. Coventry
managers Stacey Hatherall and Sarah Morgan said: “We
pride ourselves on the service we provide with savings
and mortgages. However, we also serve our members
and our community in other areas such as Power of
Attorney.”
Meanwhile, K&SDAA has recently launched a new
initiative for people living with dementia who have
religious faith but for who the format of a Sunday
church service may prove too much. A 20-minute
service on a Sunday afternoon which was recently held
for a small group of local residents proved highly
successful. As a result, a special Remembrance Service
is being planned this Sunday (3rd November) at 3pm.
The venue is once again St Dunstan’s which has good
car parking, easy wheelchair access and disabled
facilities. The service will last 30 minutes and will be
followed by tea and refreshments.
For more information contact 0777 649 3221 or email
dementiafriendlykeynsham@gmail.com

MP gives talk
on Richard III
Kingswood MP and historian Chris Skidmore gave a talk
at Kingswood Heritage Museum recently on Richard III,
the subject of his latest book.
Afterwards he signed copies for the audience of 80 who
had braved foul weather to attend. Some of the proceeds
from sales on the night have been donated to the museum
funds.

14. Intent (7)

26. Mislay (4)

24. Acerbic (4)
28. Free from prison (7) 25. Greek god (4)
29. Ballpoint pen (4)
26. Lascivious (4)
30. Assume, don (4)

27. Fasten securely (4)

31. Marine plant (7)
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New collection bags
to speed up
recycling in Bristol
Bristol residents are receiving a new bag for cardboard
recycling. The blue bags are 100% recycled and
recyclable, a world first for this type of bag.
Following a successful trial in Stockwood, each household
is being provided with a new blue reusable bag for their
cardboard, instead of placing it in the green box.
The new bag is being introduced to help Bristol increase its
recycling rates and enable crews to sort the recycling more
quickly, as well as giving residents more space for the
growing amount of card used.
Bristol Waste’s rollout began on 21st October and will be
completed by the end of February 2020.
People are asked to remove any tape, fold or cut your
cardboard down and put it in the new blue bag. Do not use it
for any other materials or you risk it not being collected.
In the UK we use approximately five billion cardboard boxes
every year, that's around 83 boxes per person, and means a
lot of cardboard going into recycling boxes. For every tonne
of cardboard recycled, it saves 17 trees, 7,000 gallons of

14

water and 4,000kw of electricity.
Bristol Waste says cardboard can be recycled and
transformed into new boxes in as little as 14 days. After being
collected it is sorted, baled and sent to the paper mill where
it gets pulped, cleaned, sieved, dried and rolled. Finally, it is
turned back into cardboard products and the cycle begins
again.

Special depot
open day for
customers with
visual impairment
First West of England are inviting people who are blind
or partially-sighted, along with their families and
friends, to find out more about access and safety when
travelling on buses in the city.
On Saturday 9th November First’s ‘Meet the Bus Day’
at the Lawrence Hill Depot in Bristol will give people
who live with a visual impairment the chance to learn
more about different bus models and get a better
understanding of the support that drivers can provide
on-board.
People will be able to experience boarding and moving
around the different vehicles, and First staff including
drivers, trainers and depot managers will be there to
answer questions and discuss the access requirements
for passengers.
The Meet the Bus Day, which runs from 11am to 3pm,
is supported by Bristol Sight Loss Council, the Guide
Dogs for the Blind Association and the Royal National
Institute of Blind People.
Parking is available and bus services stop nearby.
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Volunteers sought for
conservation working party
The community group aiming to preserve
a plot of land on Bath Hill, Keynsham, is
holding its next volunteer working party
on Saturday 9th November.
Fox and Hounds Lane Action Group
(FAHLAG) was set up last year after the land
on the corner of Bath Hill and Fox and
Hounds Lane was put up for sale at auction
by the owners, B&NES Council. Having
persuaded the council to withdraw the sale
the group is now working towards its aim to

Coffee break

turn the land into a nature reserve.
FAHLAG secretary Margaret Maxwell told
The Week In: “Saving this little area of
woodland seems to have captured the public
imagination. Our membership is growing and
we are steadily building our case to protect
the land as a local nature reserve.”
The land has been undisturbed for more than
50 years and has evolved naturally into
woodland, providing a unique habitat of
trees, wild plants and shrubs free from
chemicals
or
human
intervention. It also forms
something of a local
landmark on one of the main
approaches to the town
centre.
In March a volunteer working
party cleared undergrowth
and uncovered a pond. The
aim of next weekend’s
working party is to cut back
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Uncovering the pond

bushes and shrubs to allow for closer
inspection of the boundary walls.
Margaret Maxwell says help of any kind is
more than welcome next Saturday.
“FAGLAG is a small friendly group, entirely
dependent on volunteers. If you are able to
spare a couple of hour, you can be assured
that your contribution will be most welcome.

The work involved is not strenuous - mainly
cutting back vegetation and gathering it up
for disposal. Everyone can work at their own
pace and according to their ability. Just an
hour or two of your time will make all the
difference. Every little certainly does help.”
To find out more about FAHLAG and the
working party contact fahlag18@gmail.com
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in November
Vicar of Dibley
returns to Saltford
Saltford Drama Club are producing a follow-up to last
year’s hit production ‘Vicar of Dibley’.
The comedy is called 'Vicar of Dibley Christmas, The
Second Coming' and will be staged on Thursday 14th,
Friday 15th and Saturday 16th November, with a Saturday
matinee, at Saltford Hall.
Curtain up is at 7.30pm and 2pm for the matinee.
The plot sees the community of Dibley getting ready for
Christmas as only they can, following on from the marriage
of Hugo and Alice in the last play.
Geraldine still tries to raise the profile of the village with
various ideas on how to promote her parish and her
parishioners. Along the way it is revealed that Alice and
Hugo are expecting their first child which being due
around Christmas makes for a Biblical plot and many
surprises. Tickets are priced at £10 (£8 for the matinee) and
are available from Saltford Community Library and Post
Office, from Saltford Hall (9am to noon), the Box Office
on
01225
400122
or
online
via
www.buytickets.at/SCAEvents

Over 80 stalls at market
This year's Artisan & Craft Market at Wellsway School
in Keynsham takes place on Sunday 10th November
from noon to 4pm. The popular annual event has more
than 80 stallholders, including local food and drink
produce, a bee expert, farmer, crafts and a café.
There is a £1 entrance fee. Full details can be found at
www.wellswaypta.co.uk

Fundraising concert
There will be a fundraising concert at Christ Church in
Downend on Friday 29th November featuring the
Ashcroft Quintet and an organ recital.
The concert, which will be raising money for the Haven
Home Orphanage in India, is from 7.30pm to 9pm.
Refreshments will be available in the interval.
The cost is £5 per ticket and to book call 0774 803 3226.
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B-Block wins at
Crumbs Awards
B Block Pizza, at St Monica Trust’s
Chocolate Quarter in Keynsham
has been crowned Best Casual Dining
in this year’s Crumbs Magazine
awards.
The accolade was announced last week
at a special ceremony held in the
Bristol Old Vic theatre. In the citation,
judges noted: “As well as having a
clear focus on sustainability and local
produce, B Block has become a real
hub for all ages in the community.”
The St Monica Trust’s food
development manager Adrian Kirikmaa
said: “Being recognised for the role B
Block plays in the wider Keynsham
community was particularly pleasing

and we’ve got loads of exciting plans
for the coming year, including a new
pizza menu, another Belly Laughs gig,

Fair will raise funds
for cancer charity
There will be Christmas Gift and Craft Fair on Saturday
9th November at Frenchay Village Hall (9.30am12.30pm).
A wide range of stalls will be selling some unusual gifts
and there will be refreshments and a raffle. Entrance is
£1 for adults and free for children.
Money raised will go to Pancreatic Cancer UK.
Organiser Charlotte Skuse and her family have been
raising money for the charity this year which provides
help for sufferers and funds research into early diagnosis.
Charlotte’s mother died last year just 18 days after being
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Only 5% of patients
survive the disease due mainly to late onset of symptoms.
The family have raised £1,800 so far this year and have
more events planned for 2020 including a comedy event
at Longwell Green Community Centre next September
featuring comedian Andy Ford.

launching a new ice cream menu and
continuing to work with local
charities.”

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Gregorys wins council Swimming club’s
property contract
campaign gets off
Keynsham estate agent Gregorys has
won a contract to manage tenancies on
behalf of B&NES Council’s property
company.
Aequus Developments Limited
(ADL) was established by B&NES in
2016 to develop and manage the local
authority’s private residential property
portfolio.
The new two-year partnership will see
Gregorys take over the management
of 33 existing homes in Bath city
centre and work with Aequus on
forthcoming projects to refurbish and
market rental properties. The agency
is also working with Aequus to sell
properties at the Riverside View
development in the centre of
Keynsham.
Gregorys is a family run business
which opened in Market Walk in
Charles Gerrish, left, & Matt Gregory
2015. Founder Matt Gregory said:
“Gregorys has seen continued success
in such wonderful surroundings.”
and growth during the last four years and we ADL chair Charles Gerrish said: “I am
are thrilled to have now been selected by pleased that following an open competitive
ADL to work alongside them in this exciting tender process, we have been able to appoint
project, bringing quality properties to the a local business to work with to help us
Bath & North East Somerset rental market deliver our objectives of good quality homes
and allowing tenants the opportunity to live for rent.”

to a good start
Keynsham Swimming Club members have
launched a crowdfunding campaign to
have new equipment ready when they
return to their refurbished pool next year.
The club, which has nurtured a number of
regional and national swimming
champions over the years, including
Olympic
medalist
Siobhan-Marie
O’Connor, has been using the same
starting blocks for some time now and is
now looking to have six new adjustable
ones by the time the Keynsham pool
reopens.
A spokesman said: “Our existing blocks
are fairly dated and a little wobbly and it
would very much benefit our swimmers to
have competition standard blocks for
training. We are calling on the generosity
of our community and local businesses to
help us reach our target of £1,500.
“Having good quality starting blocks also
gives Keynsham ASC the option to host
galas at Keynsham Leisure Centre which
will draw hundreds of competitors and
their parents to the town over the course of

OUT & ABOUT –

gala weekends, benefitting local shops,
restaurants and hotels.”
More than £400 had already been raised.
More information is available at
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding
/kasc
Keynsham began their 2020 National
Arena Swimming League campaign on
Saturday 12th October, taking their fastest
team of swimmers ranging in age from 10
to 18+ to compete in the first round of the
prestigious Western Premier Division at
Weston-Super-Mare. The 30-strong
Keynsham squad finished in 5th place at
the gala with a total of 140 points. The next
round takes place at Millfield School
Swimming Pool on Saturday 9th
November.
The club will be holding trials in the new
year. If your child is a strong swimmer
aged seven or over and is interested in
joining a competitive swimming club, then
contact thea.beament@keynshamswim
ming.club to reserve a place on the waiting
list.

Your guide to what’s on in November

Explosive night at the AJN Stadium?
Keynsham Town’s last seven matches have resulted in 35
goals, so another night of fireworks can be expected at the
AJN stadium when they take on Bridgwater Town on
Tuesday 5th November in the second round of the Somerset
Premier Cup (kick-off at 7.45pm).
Before that they have another important league match at
home to Westbury United this Saturday (2nd November),
with kick-off 3pm. Recent victories against Exmouth Town

and Chipping Sodbury have seen the Ks consolidate a midtable position on their return to the Premier Division of the
Toolstation League.
Good crowds can be expected at both matches as Keynsham
are becoming known for playing attacking football with
plenty of goals.

WI staging
autumn fayre
Hanham Evening WI will be holding their annual autumn
fayre on Saturday 9th November at Hanham Community
Centre. The event will run from 10am to 1pm and there
is plenty of free parking.
There will be 30 tables selling a variety of goods including
craft items, artwork, greetings cards, jewellery, children’s
and baby items, bric-a-brac and books.

Traditional

homemade WI cakes will also be on sale.
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New machine
sweeps in to tackle
litter problem
A new compact electric
road sweeper is being
used in Kingswood
High

Street

surrounding

and
streets

after local residents
identified litter as a
major issue.
South Gloucestershire Council has deployed the new
machine as part of the Love our High Streets project after
62% of respondents in a recent survey highlighted the
problem. It also forms part of the council’s drive to reduce
CO2 emissions and fuel costs which has also seen
investment in solar-powered compactor litter bins for the
High Street which can hold 10 times the amount of waste
compared to a standard bin.
Pictured are council leader Toby Savage and West of
England Combined Authority Mayor Tim Bowles with the
new sweeper.

Monitoring equipment installed as
odour investigation is stepped up
Monitoring equipment has been installed to try to get to
the bottom of the unpleasant smell that residents in the
Lyde Green and Emersons Green area complain about.
The Week In has done several stories about the odour and the
Environment Agency have been investigating complaints
since May 2018.
The smell, which is described as sulphurous and “eggy”, can
come and go quickly and is said to be particularly bad at
night. Before building work began on the Lyde Green estate,
there were no reported problems about a smell in the area.
The Environment Agency have been looking at several
potential sources including Enovert’s landfill site at
Shortwood Quarry, the former industrial and commercial
landfill at Emersons Green that was capped in 1988 and is
being reclaimed by specialist firm Vertase, and the abattoir
at Westerleigh.
The Environment Agency have been ensuring that sites are
compliant with their permit and working with best available
techniques. They say another possible cause of the smell is
old coal workings in Lyde Green that have been disturbed by

An air monitoring unit is in situ near Lyde Green
Community Centre

the building work.
The EA’s national Ambient Air Monitoring Team have
installed equipment to monitor the presence of methane and
hydrogen sulphide in the air as both of these gases are known
to be generated from landfill sites.
To report any environmental incidents call the EA’s 24-hour
hotline on 0800 807060.

Advertising feature

Retro-style sweet shop opens in Keynsham
After years of working in sales and marketing plus already
running a successful construction business with her husband.
Pamela Garrie wanted to do something new and give
something back to the people of Keynsham.
After doing lots of research she decided to bring a sweet shop
back to the town, so when the perfect place to open came up
on the High Street, she jumped at it.
Scrumptious Sweets offers a wide range of traditional sweets
and has a large sugar-free range. Displayed in large sweet
jars, the shop is very colourful and inviting.
Wedding carts and party bags are available and you can also

order your very own large sweet jars, either yourself as a treat
or for a present.
Requests are welcome and Pam says she has already ordered
sweets in as customers have been asking for them. In the
future Pam would like to visit local care homes so the
residents can purchase treats from their past for themselves
or buy treats for their visitors.
Opening time are Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm, Saturday
9.30am to 5pm and Sunday 10am to 4pm.
Scrumptious Sweets is at 23 High Street, Keynsham – visit
the website at www.scrumpioussweets.co.uk

Situations Vacant

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective
and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie
on 0117 986 0381.
The Week in • Wednesday 30th October 2019
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Plans submitted for new special
needs school at Soundwell
The Department for Education has now
submitted
plans
to
South
Gloucestershire Council to create a
special needs school at the former City
of Bristol College’s Soundwell Centre.
The plans involve knocking down around

half of the existing buildings and
renovating the remaining buildings.
We reported last June (Issue 528) that
Learn@ Multi Academy Trust will run the
new free school, which will cater for 136
pupils aged five to 18 who have a

combination of social, emotional, mental
health or speech, language and
communication needs.
The new school will serve South
Gloucestershire, Bristol and Bath & North
East Somerset.
There will be sleeping accommodation for
short midweek respite stays. A new sports

area will be provided in the areas to
become vacant by demolition.
Access to the site will remain the same,
with two entrances off St Stephen’s Road
and maintenance access off Sweets Road.
The planning reference number is
P19/13977/F and the deadline for
comments is 12th November.

Autism charity wins funding to
secure its future for four years

The old Soundwell Centre

Butterflies Haven, the Keynsham-based
charity which supports families affected
by autism, is celebrating after winning
£74,000 funding from the National Lottery
Community Fund.
Tom Taylor, the organisation’s part-time
administration officer, made the successful
application after the charity’s previous
source of funding was not renewed. He
said it was fantastic that the charity is safe
and secure for the next four years and the
money will enable Butterflies Haven,
which supports around 40 families, to
expand and help even more children,
siblings and parents.
The money will cover core funding costs
for the volunteer-led charity, which is
based at St Francis Church in Warwick
Road and helps families from Bath and
North East Somerset, Bristol, South
Gloucestershire,
North
Somerset,
Somerset and Wiltshire.
It provides a safe space for children and
young people with an autism spectrum
condition, as well as empowering their
parents, carers and other family members

to support each other.
The charity can also help with signposting
families to relevant services and can help
parents apply for Education Health and
Care Plans to ensure their children get the
extra support they need.
Grace Cox is the sessions manager and the
charity runs three a week in term time. On
Fridays there is a group for children aged
three to seven which meets from 6pm to
7pm while one for children aged seven to
11 runs from 7.15pm to 8.15pm.
There is a ‘Parents' Snug’ during these
sessions where they can relax while their
children play safely.
There is also a specialised youth club for
teenagers which provides a variety of
activities and outings and is held on
Mondays from 7pm to 8.30pm.
If you want to get involved in volunteering
for the charity or are interested in finding
out how Butterflies Haven can support
your family visit www.butterflieshaven.co.uk, call general manager Callum
Lee on 0759 508 9287 or email
butterfliesnetwork@hotmail.com

The deadline
for receipt of
family notices
is 10.30am on
the Monday of
publication
week
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Crimes in Keynsham
Someone broke into a van while it was parked on
Chandag Road in Keynsham between 10.30am on
Sunday 20th October and 6.45am on Monday 21st. A
large amount of tools were stolen.
And a garage in Manor Road in the town was broken
into during the night of Saturday 19th October and two
pushbikes were stolen. These were later found
abandoned in a neighbour’s front garden.
If you have any information regarding these incidents,
contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Vandals strike again
at Springfield Park
Vandals struck in Springfield Park in Mangotsfield
again last week.
The play area in the park has been closed to the public
since April when it was set alight by vandals, causing
substantial damage to the equipment and flooring.
In July we reported that South Gloucestershire Council
had pledged £30,000 to repair damage caused by
arsonists. The work has not yet been carried out
Last Wednesday safety barriers in position to prevent
access to the fire-damaged play equipment were
overturned and damaged.

Meeting for
Mangotsfield residents
Mangotsfield Residents’ Association’s next meeting
will be at the Scout Hall, opposite The Lamb pub, on
Friday (1st November) at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome
to attend. The group aims to make Mangotsfield a
better place to live. To find out more email mangotsfield
ourvillage@gmail.com

Talk on Bitton’s famous clergyman gardener
At the next meeting of Bitton Parish History Group Wendy
Smale will give a talk on Bitton’s famous clergyman
gardener, Canon Ellacombe.
The name Ellacombe is virtually
synonymous with Bitton, father
and son having served as vicars
to the parish for almost a century
between them. Both were keen
gardeners, as were many
clergymen in those days. The
Ellacombe from a
role of gardening cleric evolved
pastel by Mrs
from monks in their physic
Graham Smith
gardens, through the country

parson ministering ‘simples’ to his parishioners, to
the 19th century vicar for whom gardening was more of a
hobby.
The talk will look at Canon Ellacombe within this timeline
of clergymen gardeners and discuss the exceptional standing
he achieved in horticultural circles and the contributions he
made to the world of plants and plantsmen.
The talk will be at St Mary’s Church in Bitton on Thursday
21st November (7pm for 7.30pm).
Entrance is free. Everyone is welcome and refreshments will
be available.
To find out more about the group visit www.bitton
history.org.uk

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Poppy Appeal
launched at Garden
of Remembrance
The Bitton & Oldland
branch of the Royal British
Legion launched their
annual Poppy Appeal at the
Garden of Remembrance
on Payne Green at Barrs
Court on Friday.
During the ceremony Mick
Perkins, pictured, played
the Last Post and a twominute silence was held.
Mr Perkins plays for several local groups including
Oldland Brass, Cameo Orchestra, Bristol Veterans
Brass Band, Filton Concert Brass and Mendip Brass
Band.
The short service was led by the Rev Steve Britton and
crosses were planted.
Pictured from left are Cllr Roger Coales, the chairman
and secretary of the Legion branch Jeff Dando, RBL
president Lt Col Ken Gibson, Cllr Barry West, Cllr
Roger Blake, Rev Steve Britton, Colin Bauld, from
HMS Flying Fox Royal Navy Reserve Unit in Bristol,
chair of Oldland Parish Council Richard Pope and Cllr
Tony Olpin.
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Blinds

Electrical

Garden Services

Guttering

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Aerials

Handyman

Carpet Cleaning

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21

Carpet Fitters

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Home Help

Appliances

6 wk - £16.80

Fencing

8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Home
Maintenance

Electrical
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Architectural
Services

Foot Health

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Pregnancy
Massage

Venue Hire

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Plastering

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Logs

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Plumbers

Sewing Lessons
Musical Tuition
PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM
Ages 6+ . Adults welcome
Please Contact: Anne
adavy6258@gmail.com
07963 935827

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65

Painting
& Decorating

52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Skip Hire

Windows & Doors
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

An advert
like this costs

per insert

£21.00

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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