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Safety and pollution concerns on the River Avon
Problems with boats operating on the River Avon without
insurance, safety certificates or licences have been
highlighted.
A boater who has lived on local waterways for many years

contacted The Week In to say there have been issues at
Keynsham for some months and that he has been in touch
with the Canal & River Trust.
He said some of the boats are an eyesore and that owners

have been using the river as a toilet, spoiling it for the
angling community. He believes that some of the craft that
were moored in Keynsham have moved down river to the
Hanham area but three boats have sunk on the stretch near
the weir at Keynsham and he and others in the boating
community fear that they will be leaking oil and diesel.
This week a spokesperson for the Canal & River Trust told
us: “We are saddened to hear that individuals are not
treating the waterway with the consideration that is given
by the majority of the boating community.
“The backwaters on the stretch of the River Avon affected
are not part of the Canal & River Trust network. They are
owned and managed partly by the Environment Agency,
individual landowners and the angling club. Whilst we are
monitoring the situation and are in contact with the local
authority, we are not currently involved in any action.”
Continued on page 3
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Safety and pollution
concerns on the River Avon
Continued from page 1
The Environment Agency meanwhile told us that they don’t
appear to have been alerted to a potential pollution problem
caused by leaking oil or diesel from sunken boats but
encouraged anyone with concerns to report them using the
free 24-hour hotline - 0800 80 70 60.
A spokesperson added: “Once a complaint has been logged,
we will consider various options including a site visit and
investigation. It might be the EA works in partnership with
the Canal and River Trust to resolve any issues.”
We also contacted B&NES Council about the environmental
health concerns but they told us the stretch near the weir falls
within South Gloucestershire.
South Glos Council says it hasn’t received any complaints of

issues that would fall to it to deal with.
In Issue 597 we reported on problems on the River Avon at
Mead Lane in Saltford where a mooring trial was introduced
by B&NES Council during 2017 and 2018. Residents and
visitors say it caused many problems because the mooring
was completely unmanaged - and still is.
There have been reports of anti-social behaviour, verbal and
physical abuse, pollution by boats, human waste, littering,
fly-tipping and drug taking and selling. There have also been
reports of considerable damage to flora and fauna and public
and private property. Consultants working on behalf of
B&NES Council are currently gathering views on options for
the future. People can take part in the consultation survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MeadLane

Chair of Saltford Post Office and Library Hub David
Halton with Post Office clerk Trish Hubbard

New opening
hours at hub

One of the submerged boats

Wedding marquee
plans withdrawn
Plans for a marquee in connection with a wedding business
at Hanham Abbots Conservation Area have been withdrawn.
In Issues 586 and 587 we reported on how the planning
application for Bickley Farm was causing controversy,
particularly as the marquee was already in situ. The parish
council called it “a large white blot on the landscape”.
The application for the marquee and the change of use of part
of an existing barn was submitted to South Gloucestershire
Council by owner Graham New in June with the plan being
to hold weddings from 1st April until 31st October.
The application said the position of the marquee didn’t harm
the conservation area or Green Belt, that there were no
highway safety issues, and that with appropriate mitigation,
there would be no noise impact on neighbours.
But those assertions were disputed by the parish council,
Friends of Hanham Abbots Conservation Society and
Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society who all
lodged objections, as did several local residents.
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Saltford Parish Council has granted £4,000 to support
Saltford Community Library and Post Office extend its
opening hours. An initial £2,000 has already been given,
and the council has committed a further £2,000 in 2020.
The new opening hours will be Monday to Wednesday
9am-5pm (closed for lunch 1pm-2pm) and Friday 9am5pm (closed for lunch 1pm-2pm), and Saturday 9am12noon. It will be closed on Thursdays and Sundays.
These new hours reflect the feedback received
identifying the need to meet the demands of local
children. Under the existing hours, schoolchildren can
only access the library after school on a Monday or on a
Saturday morning. Now they will be able to access
library services after school four times a week in addition
to Saturday mornings.
Library volunteers have come together to support the
new longer hours, including several new volunteers who
have stepped forward to help fill the increased number
of shifts on the rota.
The new opening hours come into effect from Monday
4th November.

South Gloucestershire Council’s environmental protection
officer also raised concerns and a planning enforcement
officer had warned that the marquee was “a breach of
planning control”.
The marquee has been taken down.
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Flats plan for Kingsgate House
Developers have been told that their proposals
to convert office accommodation at Kingsgate
House in Church Road in Kingswood into 16
flats are acceptable in principle.
Developers HHC Investments gave prior
notification to South Gloucestershire Council of
their desire to change the use of the stone and
brick building, which has now been approved.
They will still have to go through the detailed
planning application process.
Some of the offices are still occupied and the two
businesses there are said to be looking to relocate.
There is private off-street parking for the detached
block, which is accessed from Church Lane. A
total of 26 spaces are proposed to serve the six
one-bedroom and 10 two-bedroom units which is
above the council’s adopted parking standards
which would require 24
spaces for the residential
mix.
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Saltford litter pick
Saltford Wombles’ next litter pick is this Sunday (27th October) from 2pm to 4pm,
meeting outside The Little Coffee Shop on Manor Road.
It is part of the Big B&NES Community Clean-up Week.
If you have litter pickers, gloves and hi-vis vest you are asked to bring them, but if not
they can be provided. Bags are provided by B&NES Council.
If you would like to attend the litter pick, or would just like to find out more about the
Saltford Wombles, email Barbara at saltfordwombles@gmail.com
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Keynsham Memorial Park pedestrian
bridge sealed for safety reasons
The pedestrian bridge over the weir in
Keynsham Memorial Park was closed last
Wednesday by Bath & North East
Somerset Council.
During the week the council found that the
beams of the bridge have decayed and
further investigations are needed.
Barriers have been put up at both sides of the
bridge and the council has signposted
alternative routes for pedestrians.
Dine Romero, Leader of B&NES Council,

said: “The safety of residents is our priority,
so we have made the decision to close the
bridge until further notice while we fully
investigate its condition and decide the next
steps.
“We apologise for any inconvenience caused
and hope that people understand why we
have taken this urgent action.”
The bridge is more than 25 years old and is
known as a Glulam bridge due to its
method of construction from glued

laminated timber.
At this early stage, the council says it does

not have a timescale for when the bridge will
be reopened to the public.

Autumn clean-up in Cadbury Heath
People are invited to join an autumn clean-up in Cadbury Heath on Saturday 2nd
November. The event is being organised by Juice Community Project from 10am to
12.30pm and will start at the project in Newton Road. More bulbs will also be planted
opposite on Banjo Island and the planters outside Juice will be spruced up for the winter.
There will also be craft activities, games and free refreshments. To find out more message
Juice on Facebook.
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War of words over who’s to blame
A war of words has broken out over who is to blame for
mistakes in children’s services in South Gloucestershire and
why the district’s secondary schools have been rated so low
nationally.
At the full council meeting last Wednesday, Labour councillor
for Staple Hill and Mangotsfield Ian Boulton called into
question a comment in a letter to The Week In (Issue 595, 25th
September) from the council ‘s deputy leader and Cabinet
Member for Children & Young People Jon Hunt, in which he
wrote: “In reality, politically-driven scrutiny of the council
failed our children’s services dramatically in recent years and
something needs to change”.
Cllr Boulton asked whether Cllr Hunt accepted that in recent
years the Conservatives have been in control of the council,

“therefore it is on your watch that children’s services have failed
drastically and our schools have ended up bottom of the
league”.
Cllr Hunt responded: “While Conservatives technically led the
council through the period of children’s services being in
special measures, much of this was as a minority
administration. It was the committee system, forced through by
the Labour and Liberal Democrat minority opposition without
public consultation, that resulted in the poor decision-making
and unaccountability that was highlighted by Ofsted as a main
factor for the decline in standards. Through most of this time,
the Children & Young People Committee was chaired by
Liberal Democrats.
“Prior to this, the council had been run under a Cabinet system,

and children’s services was not in special measures. Since
gaining the support of residents to lead the council with a
majority, Conservatives have put in significant effort alongside
senior officers in the department to undo the damage.”
Cllr Hunt said that in the meantime the Labour Group’s
representative on the Ofsted Improvement Board didn’t make
a single appearance during an 18-month period between
December 2017 and May 2019 “and your group failed to offer
any scrutiny of children’s services, with not a single council
question being put to me between May 2018 and May 2019”.
But Cllr Boulton retorted that he recalled the battle previous
Labour councillor Gareth Manson had in trying to get external
inspectors to come into children’s services, long before the
official Ofsted inspection: “You blocked him at every

South Gloucestershire Council welcomes
additional £10m in school funding
Details have been released on the additional funding
announced last month by the Government, which will mean
an extra £10m for schools in South Gloucestershire.
The extra money will support the council’s priority to
continue to drive up standards across all schools and,
crucially, it includes an extra £2.8m to support children with
Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND), which will
help the council meet the increasing and projected future
demand. Erica Williams, South Gloucestershire Council’s
Cabinet Member for Schools, Skills & Employment, said:
“The overall increase amounts to more than £10m, which is
very welcome and represents a larger increase than the
national average in recognition of our historically lower
funded position.
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“The extra £2.8m that is particularly focused on support for
SEND pupils will also make a difference, although we will
be making sure that the Government understands that we will
need more in future funding rounds to make sure we can meet
their needs.”
The council says it will now consider the information in more
detail and a consultation will be launched with schools next
month on how the funding will be spent to achieve the best
results.
Responding to the extra funding announcement, Labour
Group’s Shadow Lead for Schools Alison Evans said she
welcomed it but it still leaves the schools budget with an
unsustainable £6m deficit.
“We have long been campaigning for extra funding as our

schools have been starved of cash for many years, but this
election bribe is a cynical one-year provision and does not
allow for meaningful long-term projects to improve our
educational outcomes in South Gloucestershire.”
• A petition calling on the council to ‘Stop the Closure of
Emersons Green Resource Base’ was handed in at the full
council meeting last Wednesday.
The council has been reviewing special educational needs and
disabilities provision across the district and one
recommendation is to” phase out” the Resource Base which
offers specialist support for physically disabled and/or
visually impaired children and is the only provision of its kind
in South Gloucestershire for pupils in Reception and Key
Stages 1 and 2. The petition had more than 6,200 names.
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for failures ‘JSP is a big fat fail
– now apologise’
opportunity. We welcomed
Ofsted finally shining a light
on what we believe was being
hidden from our view.”
He went on: “You say we have
not scrutinised anything about
children’s services for a full
year between May 2018 and
May 2019. How seriously did
you take the concerns the
Scrutiny Commission raised
about your directorate from the
Ian Boulton
111-page report I presented to
you without fanfare or political point scoring on 8th October
2018?”
Cllr Hunt said that Gareth Manson had “quoted himself” over
his calls for a mock Ofsted.
In February 2017 (Issue 462) The Week In ran a story in which
Cllr Manson said that in 2014 he and his Labour colleagues
proposed that the council subject itself to a mock inspection of
chidlren’s services but were dissuaded on the grounds that a full
inspection was imminent. Nine months later, when they still
hadn’t visited, he said Labour councillors again proposed a
mock inspection but the idea was “blocked”. Ofsted finally
visited at the end of 2016 and rated children’s services as
Inadequate.
The latest judgement on children’s services (following an
Ofsted inspection in March of this year) is that they need
improvement to be good.
Exam performance in South Glos at Key Stage 4 (GCSEs) and
Key Stage 5 (sixth form) has been poor for a number of years,
compared with national averages. However, following the
assessment of new Key Stage 4 data, positive advances were
made between 2017 and 2018, narrowing the gap between the
local authority and national statistics.
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A group of campaigners who fought the discredited Joint
Spatial Plan (JSP) for the West of England, which had
identified locations for 105,500 new homes across the
region, have called on those responsible for it to make a
public apology.
As we reported in Issue 594, the four West of England
councils were told by government inspectors last month to
rip up the JSP and start again. The inspectors’ most serious
concern was that the selection process for the strategic
development locations (SDLs) was not sufficiently robust.
Addressing a full meeting of South Gloucestershire Council
last Wednesday, Roger Hall, the co-chairman of the pressure
group Thornbury Residents Against Poorly Planned
Development (TRAPPD), called the JSP a “big fat fail” and
said that those responsible should apologise to the public.
He said the consultation had been a “sham” and that it was
important to start again with a clean sheet. He was critical
of South Gloucestershire Council for agreeing to take an
additional 8,500 more homes than its share as part of the
blueprint. An update report to councillors at Wednesday’s
meeting highlighted that “while the councils are
disappointed by some of the conclusions drawn by the
inspectors, we are also pleased to see they have confirmed
the benefits of our strategic approach to planning, and our
co-operation across the region. WoE councils remain fully
committed to working together to achieve the best outcomes
and while it is clear that we will not pursue the JSP in its
current form, we will now consider their detailed comments
carefully as we work to determine the best way forward.”
The leader of South Glos Council Toby Savage told the

meeting that he took the concerns of TRAPPD very
seriously but made no apology for the level of ambition of
the JSP. He said the region was the first in the country to
embark on such a plan and that other regions “are learning
lessons from us”.
Labour Group leader Pat Rooney said: “In the past the
Labour Group has been actively involved in policy advisory
groups. Recently our trust in this Conservative
administration has broken down as a result of poor decisions
imposed by them without proper consultation. We will be
actively involved in opposition group briefings with
directors and senior officers to ensure the undiluted views
of our residents will be submitted without the damaging spin
of this Tory Cabinet.”
Cllr Savage said it would be a disappointment to the
communities Labour represented, who wouldn’t have
representation in the room, but the councillors would
continue to receive invitations.
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Labour Parliamentary candidate
calls for scrutiny of council leader
The Labour candidate hoping to be the next MP for
Kingswood has asked what measures are in place to
scrutinise the leader of South Gloucestershire Council.
Nicola Bowden-Jones was speaking in the public session of the
full council meeting last Wednesday in relation to Toby Savage.
She said: “As is good practice, councillors provide the council
with a declaration of interest in order to reduce potential
conflicts of interest, so that appropriate measures can then be
taken to mitigate against potential deceptions, which makes
sense.
“But what if the very person in charge of the council is the very
person we need to be scrutinising? What measures are in place
for this? This is a very serious question and demands a very
serious answer.
“I note that Cllr Toby William Savage lists a number of interests
on his declaration. After ignoring his relationship with the
Masons, we need to think about the paid position he holds in
WECA, the West of England Combined Authority.
“Firstly, because if someone is working for another authority,
how do both authorities ensure the work is being carried out?
If the council has democratically decided that its leader can
effectively function on a part-time basis, I would expect to see
this reflected in the allowances he receives.
“Secondly, his position on WECA conflicts with the council’s
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constitution, which according to the terms of reference for a
leader of the council mean that the leader’s role includes
representing SGC as the member appointed to the West of
England Combined Authority and other strategic outside
bodies, so please can we have some clarity as to whether Toby
‘Two Jobs’ Savage is representing South Glos Council on
WECA, or representing WECA on South Glos Council.”
She went on: “To call Toby ‘Two Jobs Savage’ is not to do him
justice. He should be called ‘Toby Three Jobs’ because as far
as I know he has one more job, it might be more than that, but
I only know of one more. He works and is paid as an assistant
for Chris Skidmore, the current MP for Kingswood. Mr
Skidmore receives a budget from the Government to pay his
office staff from which Cllr ‘Three Jobs’ Savage benefits. But
where are the checks and balances being carried out to ensure
that Mr Skidmore isn’t able to benefit directly from advice from
council officers through the conduit of ‘Three Jobs Savage’? In
which case, the taxpayers of South Gloucestershire are paying
for the casework to be carried out by their MP who is already
receiving funds elsewhere.”
The chair of the council Brian Allinson said Ms Bowden-Jones’
comments would be referred to the council’s monitoring officer.
Mr Savage responded on Twitter later in the week, saying that
following her “embarrassing and hostile speech”, not a single

Nicola Bowden-Jones

South Glos Labour councillor had clapped, adding: “We have
grave concerns about her suitability to represent Kingswood
given her total lack of understanding about local government
in our area.”
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Recommendations and
lessons to be learned
after fatal accident
The Rail Accident Investigation Board last week
released its report into the incident involving a
passenger who died after her head came into
contact with a tree branch when she was leaning
out of a moving train at Twerton.
Bethan Roper, 28, suffered the fatal blow as she was
on her way home to South Wales following a day
out in Bath on Saturday 1st December last year. The
Great Western Railway service was travelling at
approximately 75mph at the time of the accident.
The RAIB has made four recommendations and
identified two learning points.
On the type of coach making up the train, opening
windows are provided so passengers can reach
through and operate the external door handles when
the train is in a station. However, other than warning
signs, there is nothing to prevent passengers from
opening and leaning out of such windows when
trains are moving.
The report says a possible underlying factor was that GWR’s
risk assessment process had not historically identified the risk
of passengers or staff being injured as a result of putting their
heads out of windows on moving trains. Consequently, GWR
had not provided adequate mitigation measures to protect
against the risk.
One recommendation is addressed to operators of mainline
passenger trains, including charter operators, and seeks to
minimise the likelihood of passengers leaning out of droplight
windows when a train is away from stations. A second is
addressed to operators of heritage railways and seeks to
improve their management of the risks associated with
passengers leaning out.
The third recommendation is addressed to Great Western

Railway and seeks to reduce the potential for hazards associated
with its operations being overlooked.
The fourth is addressed to the Rail Safety and Standards Board
and seeks to ensure that its advice on emergency and safety
signs reflects the level of risk associated with the hazard being
mitigated.
The learning points reinforce the importance of undertaking
regular tree inspections (Network Rail had not undertaken a
tree inspection in the area of the accident since 2009 and this
was possibly causal to the accident, the report found) and the
value of train operators having well briefed procedures for
dealing with medical emergencies on board trains.
The sole purpose of RAIB investigations is to prevent future
accidents and incidents and improve railway safety, not
establish blame, liability or to carry out prosecutions.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Police and council
monitoring behaviour
at football club
CCTV and noise monitoring equipment have been
installed by South Gloucestershire Council in response
to concerns raised about anti-social behaviour and
disturbances at AEK-BOCO Football Club.
The council is also conducting licensing checks as there
have been allegations of under-age drinking.
The update was given to the Hanham and Longwell
Green Community Engagement meeting last Thursday.
Permission was granted in the summer for floodlighting,
new stands and fencing around the main pitch
at the club in Greenbank Road, although as we have
reported recently, the club is appealing against two
conditions placed on the lighting and height of the
fence.
At the time that permission was granted, the council’s
environmental protection officer acknowledged that
complaints from local residents about noise and
disturbance at the club were likely to continue or increase
as a result of further intensification of the site.
Residents had to call the police out on occasions in May
and July. In one incident teenagers reportedly ran amok
in Greenbank Road with baseball bats and planks of
wood.

Fundraising event
for Guide Dogs
There will be a sale of new and pre-loved clothes at
Farmborough Memorial Hall on Saturday (26th October)
in aid of the charity Guide Dogs.
Christmas cards, jewellery and Guide Dogs merchandise
will also be available along with refreshments.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 27th October

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Thank you to my
husband’s golden carers
Dear Editor
Through your Letters page I would like to
thank all the nurses and doctors who cared
for my husband Don, who died last month.
The staff at Sirona based at Cossham and
Downend, and the medical staff at Orchard

Although the basic cause was a global

at 9.30am and ends at 10am on Sunday

financial loan repayment crisis, Mr Brown

10th November. Everyone is welcome,

has admitted his previous bailing out of

whether they have a connection to

British banks, without ensuring they didn't

Cadbury, Somerdale or not, and use our

profit from righting their mistakes, made

ceremony

the situation worse in the event.

remembrance. For more information

The first government elected to sort this

people can call me on 0798 081 7684.

was a Coalition, and the Liberal Chief

Hugh Evans

Of course if cars were able to access

missive from his Labour predecessor

who often came to see my husband was

Temple Street from the High Street we

noting there was no money left and

like a son. One night a nurse who visited

could have a bustling street with better

wishing him 'good luck'. Britain was not

told a doctor that my husband was very ill

traffic flow and less pollution on the other

only broke, its debt was increasing

and he called to say I needed to go to an

streets

without

exponentially due to the interest on the

out-of-hours chemist in Stapleton to get

significantly

Street

loans it took out just to maintain services,

some tablets. It would have been hard for

pollution either.

and all 'cuts' suffered are an inevitable

me to get to a part of Bristol that I do not

Pictures speak louder than words.

result.

know, in the dark so the doctor arranged

C Oliver

The time estimated to right this by the

around

the

increasing

town
High

own

personal

Well done for raising
£900 for Macmillan
Dear Editor
Every Friday morning between 10.15am
and 11.45am in the Church Room at Wick
we have a coffee morning called Open
Door whereby friends can meet up and
have a chat. Everyone is very welcome.

Conservatives, who won the subsequent

for a taxi to deliver the tablets.

election, was 10 years, but to ease the pain

coming to see Don and they all wanted to

Thank you for returning
my bus pass

know how he was. I received flowers and

Dear Sir

borrowing, thus lumbering our children

chocolates from them when he died.

I would like to thank the kind lady from

with repayment with this generation's

Don had been ill for a year and sometimes

Mangotsfield who found my bus pass and

debts. The increase in homelessness is not

had to go into Southmead Hospital for

tracked me down to deliver to my home.

due to government policy, but a result of

treatment but with wonderful care, he was

I was so taken aback when she returned it,

the overloading of our infrastructure by

able to fulfil his wish to die at home and

having come such a long way that I fear I

such diverse factors as the relentless surge

he passed away peacefully.

did not thank her properly for her

of would-be immigrants from across the

I have to say that the care he received was

thoughtfulness and kindness.

world - many illegal - helped by well-

outstanding and I think it is important to

Please be assured that your act was most

meaning sympathisers but risking their

praise them all. They are all golden.

gratefully appreciated.

lives in the process, and the success of

Peggy, Longwell Green

Mrs Davies, Kingswood

UWE in attracting more students who

The nurses used to fight over who was

their

Secretary to the Treasury found a brief

Medical Centre in Kingswood were so
kind and caring. The doctor from Orchard

for

Labour wanted to increase this by more

We have ladies who kindly work on a rota
to make tea/coffee and supply us with
cookies. We also have day trips to various
places organised by Brian and Monica
Mumford. A few weeks ago we had our
Macmillan morning which as always is
arranged by Ruth Alvis. I know that with
her helpers she puts in a great deal of effort
into this day and always seems to raise
more funds than the previous year. This
year she raised a staggering £900.37p.
A big thankyou to everyone who donated
to this great cause and very well done
Ruth.
A Russell

needed accommodation

Pictures speak louder
than words

Root causes of
homelessness

Dear Stephen

Dear Stephen

Without wishing to prolong the argument

The letter from Nicola Bowden-Jones in

Remembrance service at
Somerdale

Issue 598 is unbelievably devoid of reality

Dear Becky

regarding the cause of Britain being

This year’s Remembrance Sunday service

saddled by Labour in 2010 with its biggest

at Somerdale War Memorial, in the villa

debt mountain in peacetime history.

area near the entrance to Somerdale, starts

with Cllr Hale or the ‘Keynsham resident’
who did not publish their name, here is a
snapshot taken in Temple Street on
Wednesday 16th October at 11.15am.
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M O'Regan

In pursuit of peace for
our divided nation
Dear Stephen
I spent most of Saturday in front of the
television, firstly watching England beat
Australia in the Rugby World Cup,
followed by the events at Westminster as
they unfolded.
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LETTERS
The diversity of opinion on the Brexit

The plan is to bring 92,000 tonnes per

chooses to debate the most pressing

issue is great, as was shown by those

year

issues we face.

speaking in the Houses of Parliament,

Keynsham from all over the South

There is absolutely no need to

plus the voices of the people

West. This would require 60 large

condemn these animals to slaughter

marching in the streets of London.

lorries in and 60 empty lorries out of

in order to highlight the climate crisis.

Whilst passing no comment on the

town for the next 50 years.

We can provoke discussions about the

result of the Parliamentary debate, the

Can you imagine a warm summer’s

ethics of meat, without broadcasting

scene on my television set that I

evening in your garden with the smell

animal cruelty to the nation – in the

found most distressing was that of

of rotting food drifting over the town?

name of entertainment.

Jacob Rees-Mogg and his son having

I feel sorry for those who live a few

The science is unanimous and the

to be escorted out of the building by

hundred yards from the proposed
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Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We
aim to produce a balanced and accurate
view of local news and welcome
comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or

to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Clocks go back
A reminder that the
clocks go back an hour
at 2am this Sunday
(27th October).
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Homes for hedgehogs
Lyde Green Open Space Community Group is holding a
special hedgehog event on Saturday (26th October) when
a number of hedgehog houses and signs will be unveiled.
They are being made by Warmley Men in Sheds in the
workshops at Kingswood Heritage Museum and are
sponsored by LiveWest Housing Association.
Brian Fink, left, and Ian Trevitt, of Men in Sheds, are
seen measuring for one of the houses, with a completed
version in the foreground.
Saturday’s community event will be at Lyde Green
Community Centre from 1.30pm to 4.30pm. South
Gloucestershire Hedgehog Rescue are coming along to
talk about the creatures and the problems they are having
and how we can look after them.
People are asked to help poorly hedgehogs by bringing
along items for the rescue service including newspapers,
cat or dog food (preferably white meat such as chicken
or turkey), cat biscuits (preferably white meat), Farley’s
Rusks, washing up liquid, washing powder and straw.
Although the event is free, attendees must register for a
ticket. Find out more on the Lyde Green Open Space
Facebook page.

Staff ‘go the extra
mile’ at care home
Staff at Manor Community Care Home in Fishponds are
praised for their dedication in a report from the Care
Quality Commission.
The residential care home, run by Improving Prospects
Ltd, provides personal care for up to 10 people with
mental health needs.
Rating the service as Good in all areas, the inspectors
found that people received care and support in a service
that was well led. Staff understood people's individual
needs and wishes very well and the inspectors heard
about a number of examples of when staff had 'gone the
extra mile'.
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Council sets out route to
reopening Saltford Station

Branch manager Colin Curtis

Thomas Cook store reopens
under new ownership
One piece of good news for Keynsham High
Street was the reopening last week of the
former Thomas Cook travel agency.
Hays Travel took up residence on Friday (18th
October) and is in the process of opening the
other four former Thomas Cook agencies in
Bristol, including one in Kingswood.
Almost 9,000 staff lost their jobs when the
Thomas Cook Group went into administration
last month, almost a quarter of whom worked
at the 555-branch chain of travel agencies.
Two weeks ago, Sunderland-based travel
agency Hays Travel acquired the travel agency

side of Thomas Cook in a surprise deal and
promised to employ or re-employ up to 2,500
staff. Keynsham branch manager Colin Curtis
was one of those who suddenly found
themselves out of work last month when the
Thomas Cook branch was forced to close and
he told The Week In how delighted he was to
be back. He said: “I am really pleased to be
back on Keynsham High Street and to be
working alongside many of my former
colleagues. Hays Travel is an independent
business and the owners are really lovely. It’s
some welcome good news for Keynsham.”

Crossword

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Civil (6)

1. Package (6)

4. Anxiety disorder (6)

2. Rubbish (6)

8. Riposte (6)

3. Small tower (6)

10. Hypnotic state (6)

5. Until this time (6)

11. Indian monetary
unit (5)

6. Knocked (6)

12. Cricket team (6)

9. Melody (4)

14. Be present (6)

10. Rip (4)

16. Ceremony (4)

13. Call on (5)

17. Highway (4)

15. Stories (5)

19. Unwell (4)

18. Medical centre (6)

22. Affirm (4)

19. Arachnid (6)

26. Elementary
particle (6)

20. Breed of dog (6)

27. Halve (6)
28. Social outcast (5)
29. Plant protuberance
(6)
30. List of rates (6)
31. Vocation (6)
32. Stroke (6)
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Bath and North East Somerset Council has given overwhelming backing to a
rebuilt Saltford Station and has set out a path to achieve it.
If the Greater Bristol Rail Feasibility study, due this year, confirms that Saltford
Station is a potentially viable project, the West of England Combined Authority
(WECA) will be asked by B&NES Council to take the project forward and
consider how it might be funded.
The commitment was made at the meeting of B&NES full council earlier this
month following a confusing chain of events starting with a motion from
Conservative councillor Brian Simmons.
The seconder to his motion calling on the council to commission a detailed study
was fellow Keynsham councillor Lisa O’Brien. But she used most of her allotted
time to speak against amendments to the motion which the Liberal Democrats
were proposing but had yet to table. The heavily amended motion was then
presented by the Lib Dems and adopted by the chamber.
But after the meeting, the Conservative councillors remained convinced that the
station project had been swept aside. Cllr Simmons said: “So after all the bluster
in the election campaign, the Lib Dems have shown their true intent by kicking
another issue into the long grass and devolving themselves of responsibility for
their own campaign.
“We are disappointed that a promise made in their own manifesto to make Saltford
Station a reality not just an aspiration has just been completely disregarded when
we simply wanted to see them take the initiative on this.”
However, Neil Butters, B&NES Council Joint Cabinet Member for Transport, was
unequivocal: “You can be sure we will be pursuing this project at the West of
England Transport Board with full vigour.”
And Saltford Lib Dem councillor Duncan Hounsell added: “A reopened station is
not just about providing Saltford’s commuters a gateway to the awaited half-hourly
MetroWest services but also playing a part in reducing road traffic and pollution
in Bath and helping to address the climate emergency by reducing car use. There
is a strong case for a Saltford Station to be championed by WECA.”

7. Meeting schedule (6)

21. Leg joint (4)
22. Assist (4)
23. Aggressive woman (6)
24. Minder (anag.) (6)
25. Smother (6)

Community planting
day in Lyde Green
Lyde Green Open Space volunteers have raised funds and
are getting ready for a day of planting.
New winter flowers have been funded by Williams
Southern Construction, the builders of the new
Sainsbury’s Local on Willowherb Road, and the
volunteers thank them for their support.
Join your friends and neighbours from 10.30am to
12.30pm on Saturday 9th November to clear weeds and
plant some bright new pansies and violas on School
Square (next to Lyde Green Community Centre). People
are asked to bring along gardening tools and a pair of
gloves.
Volunteers will also be preparing soil ahead of the
Remembrance service in Lyde Green, which will
be held on Sunday 10th by Mangotsfield’s St James’
Church.
It was hailed a success last year with a big turnout and
again the community are invited to come along to plant
poppies to mark the commemorations.
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Wind energy trial on Kelston Roundhill
A green energy prototype is being trialled
on Kelston Roundhill.
An open public consultation is being
conducted by landowners Kelston Tump LLP
on the trial prototype wind array which is six
metres high.
Kelston Roundhill is an iconic spot, visible
from far away. It is part of the skyline of the
World Heritage City and in an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), as well
as the Green Belt. The landowners say they
know it is a sensitive site and they need to
tread carefully towards a sensitive way to
harvest renewable energy.
Designed and commissioned by Wiltshire-

based start-up company Spinetic, the wind
array is said to be a lightweight, low-cost
flexible way of harvesting wind resource.
Wind arrays have less visual impact and
appear to have much less impact on wildlife
than traditional turbines.
It was installed halfway up the hill over the
summer and is described as a small-scale test.
The Old Barn on Kelston Roundhill and the
borehole providing water for cattle are off
grid, currently powered by an ageing 27kw
diesel generator. The landowners say they
want to use the abundant wind and sun to
provide the modest amount of power needed
for farming and for events at the Old Barn.
Credit: Kelston Tump LLP

On their website they say: ““There is
absolutely no way anyone is erecting
insanely massive wind turbines on Kelston
Roundhill. It’s not even a controversy; we
just wouldn’t think of them.”
The trial prototype is 25m long by 6m high
and is along the hedge between Barn Ground
and Seven Acres. There’s no public access
there.
Bath Preservation Trust representatives have
been to visit the temporary array. The trust

Credit: Kelston Tump LLP

says it has a particular interest on the impact
on views across the landscape – it being an
AONB, Green Belt and World Heritage Site
setting - and on views of historic villages and
buildings, as well as in innovative new
technology and responsive design for
reducing carbon and reaching net zero in
B&NES. It is still considering the proposal
and hasn’t responded formally yet.
Find out more and take part in the
consultation at https://kelstonroundhill.com/
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
The Week in • Wednesday 23rd October 2019

RUN
FAMILY SS
E
BUSIN

EST.

1999
®

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade, Gloucester Rd,
Bristol BS7 8AL

9.59/10

Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
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Naming and shaming
tax evaders

Tax is a challenging issue that stirs up
strong feelings and debate particularly
when it comes to trying to minimise the
amount we pay. People often get tax
avoidance and evasion mixed up.
Tax avoidance means taking legal steps to
lower your taxes, whereas tax evasion means
lying, concealing income, or using illegal
tactics to avoid paying the taxes you truly
owe.
As part of its effort to crack down on tax
evasion, HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC)
has operated a ‘name and shame’ scheme
since 2013 which allows the public to see
an online list of those deliberately defaulting
on the tax they owe and fines they have to
pay.
The list is updated every three months and it
can be a fascinating read including a Staple
Hill takeaway that owed more than £200,000
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in tax and penalties, an establishment
featured in Hengrove which is now under
different ownership; a food takeaway in
Longwell Green which has just been
removed from the list; and a wholesale

clothing company in Birmingham that owes
one of the biggest amounts in tax and fines
in the UK totalling more than £3.5m.
HMRC only releases details of those who it
has formally investigated and who owe tax
of more than £25,000. Penalties are usually
issued for deliberately making errors in a tax
return and purposely failing to comply with
tax obligations.
Deliberate defaulters’ names can only be
published by HMRC for 12 months, and after
the individual or company has been given
every opportunity to pay the tax and
associated fines.
Those under investigation are from the outset

encouraged to cooperate and make a full and
prompt disclosure to avoid being named and
shamed.
However, HMRC has been concerned about
the effectiveness of its online scheme in
deterring deliberate tax defaulters, so much
so that it undertook professional research
to check whether it works at all. it found
that:
• There was no strong evidence that their
naming and shaming list made a difference
to those who had previously defaulted or
acted as a deterrent to those who might do so;
• Fewer than one in three of the public knew
of the scheme and that this limited the impact
of putting deliberate defaulters names on a

list that most people would never see;
• The public felt, by a margin of almost two
to one, that a name and shame list could be
moderately or very effective at deterring
people from deliberately defaulting;
• That the public felt the effectiveness of the
HMRC list could be improved by giving it
more publicity, by for example, publishing it
in local newspapers.
To see the HMRC’s latest name and shame
list for yourself (it will next be updated in
December) search deliberate tax defaulters –
GOV.UK (or go direct to www.gov.uk/
government/publications/publishing-detailsof-deliberate-tax-defaulters-pddd/currentlist-of-deliberate-tax-defaulters)
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Maternity leave introduced for councillors
South Gloucestershire Council has
introduced maternity leave for councillors.
The council already promotes inclusivity and
diversity within its membership, and this
latest policy is intended to both support
existing councillors and remove barriers that
might discourage some from standing to
represent their local communities.
Following the local elections in May, the
council has welcomed greater diversity in its
elected members, with an increase in the
number of women, and many more
councillors of working age, with children, or
with other caring responsibilities.
The changes, which have received crossparty support, see the introduction of
maternity and adoption leave for councillors,
who would retain their basic allowance and

any special responsibility allowance they
might receive for up to six months, with any
extended absences being taken on case-bycase basis.
Under the previous policy, councillors have
not been considered eligible for maternity
leave – with the difference being that they are
elected rather than employed – but the
refreshed scheme aims to offer support so
that current members are not dissuaded from
having a family, or from new or expectant
parents from considering standing for office.
Rachael Hunt, Cabinet Member for
Communities & Tourism, who gave birth to
daughter Thea 13 weeks prematurely earlier
this year, played a part in developing the new
policy.
During the months following the pregnancy,

Chess game earns £500 for Juice
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore took part in a special game of speed chess to raise money
for the Juice Community Project in Cadbury Heath.
The chess game took place at the Conservatives’ recent conference in Manchester. Twelve
parliamentarians took up the challenge of playing against Health Secretary Matt
Hancock’s special adviser Jamie Njoku-Goodwin, a former champion chess player. All
were defeated but the MPs received £500 each for the charity of their choice.
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Rachael Hunt & Thea

despite no maternity leave policy being in
place, Cllr Hunt was supported in her Cabinet
duties by Toby Savage, Leader of South
Gloucestershire Council, and Franklin
Owusu-Antwi, Cabinet Assistant for
Community Safety.
Cllr Hunt said: “Having wanted to start a
family for so long, Thea has been the miracle
our family has waited for. Given the
complexities around her birth, it hasn’t been

easy to juggle my council responsibilities
with home life, but I am truly grateful for
how supportive everyone has been,
particularly at the council.
“It is a big step forward towards being a fully
inclusive organisation and I hope for those
looking to start a family, it will prevent them
from being put off by running for office and
making a positive difference to their
community.”
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More police to be
Taser-trained as
assault figures rise
The number of Taser-trained officers in Avon and
Somerset Police will increase to 650 by April 2021 in
response to a rising number of assaults on officers.
The review comes following figures showing the number of
assaults on Avon and Somerset officers has risen by 54 per
cent over the past two years.
Chief Constable Andy Marsh said: “The safety of officers is
paramount and it’s vital we equip them with the skills and
tools required to carry out their jobs effectively and without
fear of harm. Policing can be dangerous and while we
regularly deal with difficult and hostile situations, no one
should come to work in fear of being assaulted.
“It’s vital we take an evidence-based approach in deciding
how many officers carry Tasers based on the current threat
and risk levels. A recent review of this assessment has found
we need to increase the number of Taser-trained officers by
204, to a total of 650 by April 2021.
“Taser-trained officers are deployed evenly across our force
area and within different operational units in line with this
threat assessment. This latest uplift will see the number of
patrol officers trained in the use of Taser rise to 45 per cent,
but there are also Taser-trained officers in neighbourhood,
roads policing and other specialist frontline roles.”
Mr Marsh added that Avon & Somerset is the first force in
the country to introduce de-escalation training to all frontline
staff, which gives officers the skills to defuse hostile

situations through negotiation; “We know from the last time
we increased the number of Taser-trained officers by 15 per
cent that it led to a decrease in the number of overall Taser
deployments.”
Police Federation chair Andy Roebuck said: “As a
Federation, we welcome this uplift as we believe officer and
staff safety is a top priority. I’ve spoken with numerous
officers who’ve been assaulted and they tell me of the impact
that it has on them and their families. This can be emotional
and psychological, as well as physical.
“We’ve been working with the Constabulary to prevent and
deter assaults on staff. This uplift is just one important
measure which we believe will enhance trust and confidence
from our staff and our communities. We’ll continue to work
with the Constabulary on a range of other measures aimed at
deterring those who commit offences like this.”

Ramble in
aid of Children
in Need
Keynsham Walkers are Welcome are again organising a
ramble for the BBC Children in Need appeal.
The nature programme Countryfile spearheads the event,
with rambles organised throughout the country and four
of the presenters leading walks at various locations.
The Keynsham ramble takes place this Sunday (27th
October), starting from the Memorial Park cafe at 10am.
It will be a seven-mile stroll around beautiful
countryside, taking in Burnett and Compton Dando
where there will be a refreshment stop.
It is open to everybody including children and dogs,
which must be kept under control during the entire walk
as it crosses fields that contain livestock. There will also
be some hilly sections and stiles to clamber over.
If you want to walk you can just turn up on the day or
join the team on the BBC Children in Need Countryfile
ramble website. As last year walkers can make a donation
in a sealed envelope at the start of the walk, or get
sponsorship from family and friends. Last year the
Keynsham walk raised more than £700.
For more information contact Dave on 0786 644 0968,
or email wrwkeynsham@outlook.com

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Advertising feature

Buy with confidence
from bespoke
bedroom company
Hinton Bedrooms are a family business making bespoke
wardrobes.
It's been a busy period for the Hinton-based firm recently
and they are pleased to confirm that after a thorough
vetting process they are now registered with the Trading
Standards Buy With Confidence scheme.
Hinton Bedrooms now offer a more extensive range of
finish to their wardrobes than ever. From traditional styles
to contemporary glass, there really is something for
everyone! And following the success of their range of
fitted wardrobes they are introducing a freestanding range
of furniture including bedside tables, chests of drawers,
wardrobes and dressing tables.
Hinton Bedrooms are based in the village of Hinton. If
you'd like a free no obligation quote, call 0117 4414509
or visit https://hintonbedrooms.co.uk/
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Educational achievements
recognised at South Glos
awards ceremony
Outstanding pupils from primary,
special and secondary schools in
South Gloucestershire have been
recognised at an event celebrating
the achievements of students in
science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM).
The South Gloucestershire Education
Awards 2019 took place at Aerospace
Bristol on Friday 11th October to
celebrate the outstanding educational
achievements and successes over the
past year of more than 120 pupils from
schools from more than 60 schools.
2019’s awards were totally focused on
achievement and contribution to
STEM, an area of priority for the
council which this year extended the
awards to include pupils from primary,
as well as special and secondary
schools.
The winners and guests, including

parents and carers, were invited to
Aerospace Bristol for the awards,
which were sponsored by YTL, UWE
and Taylor Wimpey.
Those receiving awards were
nominated directly by heads and
teachers of their schools.
South Gloucestershire Council’s
Cabinet Member for Schools, Skills
and Employment Erica Williams said:
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“It was inspiring to hear of the
academic successes of those attending.
“Raising school standards is our
highest priority and we want to
recognise those who are performing
well and driving improvements. These
students, their teachers and school staff
have clearly worked really hard and
deserve this recognition for their
positive efforts.”

History group learns
about Birnbeck Pier
Kingswood History Society’s October topic was the only
British pier (Birnbeck in Weston-super-Mare) linking to
an island.
Since its closure in 1979, the pier has suffered a slow and
steady decline as both a popular attraction and in its
general condition.
The topic on 5th November will be ‘No News from Fred’
- a family’s research into a great-uncle who died at the
Battle of the Somme.
Kingswood History Society meets on the first Tuesday
of each month (from March to December) at 7.30pm in
the Park Centre, Kingswood High Street, with parking in
Hollow Road.
Anyone
interested
in
joining
can
visit
www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org or just come along to
the meetings. Cost is £2.50 per visit including
refreshments. Annual subscription is £20.

Autumn fayre
St Barnabas Church in Warmley is holding its autumn
fayre on Saturday 9th November from 11am to 1pm at
Warmley Community Centre.
There will be lots of stalls and refreshments will be
available. Everyone is welcome.
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Concerns remain at
faith school, says Ofsted
Roundabout idea floated
for busy junction
The idea of replacing the traffic lights at the junction of
Hanham High Street and Whittucks Road by the Blue
Bowl pub to help improve the flow of traffic was raised
at the local Community Engagement Forum last
Thursday.
Parish councillor Bernard Jackson said he believed there
was room for a roundabout at that location and that not
having vehicles queuing at the lights would also cut down
on pollution.

Fireblight outbreak in
Longwell Green area
Several trees in the
Longwell Green area
have been affected by an
outbreak of Fireblight, the
local
Community
Engagement Forum heard
from a local resident last
week.
Fireblight is a bacterial
disease that kills the
shoots of apples, pears
Credit: RHS
and related ornamentals,
giving the plant the appearance of having been scorched
by fire, according to the Royal Horticultural Society.
There are no chemical controls for it.
The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
(Defra) says it is a notifiable disease.
The resident who raised the problem at the meeting said
there is Fireblight on South Gloucestershire Councilowned land near her home, which has affected trees in
her own garden too.
She said someone from the council had come out and
taken pictures in the summer and acknowledged a
problem, but she has had not heard back and is worried
that a lot of trees are going to be lost. She said at least
five trees within walking distance of her home have been
affected.
Hawthorn hedges can be a source of infection.
The clerk of Oldland Parish Council was at the forum
and said she would raise the concerns with South
Gloucestershire Council.
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Concerns remain about standards at
the Carmel Christian School in
Brislington, says Ofsted.
Following their last inspection almost
a year ago, inspectors published a
report giving the non-selective
independent school on Bath Road an
overall rating of Inadequate.
Now, following an unannounced
monitoring inspection at the start of
October, the feedback from Ofsted is
that there has not been enough progress
and the school, which takes pupils aged
from three to 18, is not meeting all of
the independent school standards that
were checked during the inspection.
The school opened in 2000. At the time
of the most recent inspection there were
a total of 29 students but none in the
sixth form. It is part of Christian
Education Europe and owned by
Carmel Ministries International.
Annual fees are £1,440 to £2,040. The
principal is Jaap Van Wyk.

When the school was inspected last
November,
inspectors
found
shortcomings in the quality of teachers’
plans. Staff were not planning lessons
that closely matched pupils’ learning
needs. The latest report says work
remains poorly matched to pupils’ prior
knowledge and skills. Pupils complete
their comprehension activities in their
workbooks
but
show
limited
understanding of the concepts that are
covered.
Teaching staff do not use assessment
effectively to assess what pupils know,
understand and can do. And children in
the early years play well together but
opportunities
to
develop
communication and language skills and
their personal and social development
are not capitalised on.
The inspectors found that some
safeguarding improvements have been
made but risk assessments carried out
are not specific enough for when

children go off site.
The report also said that governors lack
the knowledge and skills needed to
bring about change, and the proprietor
has not ensured there is sufficient
capacity to make the much-needed
improvements to the quality of
education.
In response to the latest Ofsted
findings, the school’s governing body
said in a statement: “The principal and
staff are working very closely with the
governing body and Christian
Education Europe to address the gaps
identified in the report. For the Early
Years, we work closely with Bristol
Education Centre and with the Bristol
Standards to continuously improve our
services and ensure that the children of
Carmel Christian School receive the
high quality education they deserve.
We are very proud of the continued
support of the parents and the
significant progress made to date.”

Situations Vacant
Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective
and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
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Football club ‘embarassed’
by state of their facilities
Frustrated Hanham Athletic Football
Club chiefs have attended a public
meeting to highlight how their hopes of
improving their poor facilities are being
held up.
Bob Sperring, chairman of the club, and
fixtures secretary Terry Grimes took their
concerns to the Hanham and Longwell
Green Community Engagement Forum last
Thursday.
The forum is run by South Gloucestershire
Council which owns the ground in Vicarage
Road where Hanham Athletic play.
Although the pitches are well-kept, Mr

Sperring said that the clubhouse, which was
built in 1968, is looking very tired inside and
out. He invited The Week In to visit and see
the poor state of the showers, toilets and
changing rooms, of which he says he is
“embarrassed”, particularly when visiting
teams come.
Mr Sperring said the club, who play in the
Marcliff Gloucestershire County League, get
very little sponsorship and make their money
from their bar, which is well-supported.
The club, who have a rolling year-on-yearlease (currently unsigned) have been trying
to get a new business plan sorted with the

Bob Sperring outside the clubhouse

The grim state of the shower facilities

Roofing in a poor state

council so they can then apply for grants
from the FA and other sources to make
much-needed improvements or ideally
knock the building down and replace it with
a single-storey structure with a terrace at the
top. A new clubhouse would have disabled
access which the current building does not
have. Mr Sperring said they have been
attempting to discuss the business plan with
the council’s community spaces since August
2018 and have tried numerous times to
arrange a meeting.
He said the club feel they have been put on
the backburner as so much attention has been
focused on another Hanham club, AEKBOCO, who lease land at the public open

space at Greenbank Road from South
Gloucestershire Council. AEK-BOCO’s
controversial plans to improve facilities as
they aspire to play higher level league
football have been comprehensively covered
in The Week In.
Mr Sperring stressed that Hanham Athletic
don’t want to go down the floodlights route
like AEK-BOCO but would like better
facilities which the community would be
able to use, such as a café, and facilities that
could be hired out to generate income.
The council’s Community Engagement
Officer Brian Gaches said he would raise the
club’s concerns with the community spaces
team and report back.

Double tournament winners
Fry Tennis Club was able to dodge the showers to hold its
end of season doubles tournament on Saturday 5th
October.
With the age range of players from teenagers to 60somethings, the format of the competition paired a junior
and a senior on each side and after a series of round-robin
matches the best two from each age range met in the final.
The finalists on the day were Marcus, Tony, Rhys and Jo
(pictured) and in a very competitive and far from one-sided
final the eventual winners were Marcus and Tony.
Prizes were awarded by Ann Smith, the tournament
organiser, whose hard work in the weeks leading up to the
tournament was much appreciated by members.
If you want to know more about Fry Tennis Club, contact
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Tony Dicker on 0773
ard@tonydicker.co.uk.

677

9855

or

email
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Tributes as Brislington councillor passes away
There have been tributes this week to the Brislington
East councillor Mike Langley who passed away last
Thursday – including one from the Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn.
Mike Langley served as the Labour and Cooperative Party
councillor for the ward from 2011 until his death, making
him one of the longest serving members of the Bristol
Labour Group.
He had previously served as the Labour councillor for
Frome Vale between 1990 and 1996.
Jeremy Corbyn said Cllr Langley exemplified the best of
the Labour Party: “He was a trade unionist during his
career as a bus driver and then he became a councillor
who worked relentlessly for his community. My thoughts

Public Notice

are with his friends and family.”
The leader of the Bristol Labour Group Marg Hickman
said: “We will always remember Mike as a principled
socialist, who relentlessly championed Brislington –
particularly Wick Road library and Broomhill & St Annes
Park Children’s Centre.
“He was never far from the benches of the council
chamber or the terraces of Bristol Rovers, and never shy
to speak his mind on either.”
Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees said: “Bristol and
Brislington are better places thanks to Mike’s dedicated
public service, and he will be deeply missed.
“He was deservedly well thought of on all sides of the
chamber, given his commitment to local issues close to
people’s lives – especially on the Licensing Committee,
where he worked tirelessly to make Bristol safer.”
His family are asking for donations to Melanoma UK in
his memory.

Mike Langley

Warning of delays near Mangotsfield Sort It Centre
Temporary traffic lights will be in operation on Carsons Road at Mangotsfield tomorrow (Thursday) and Friday which
will affect the flow of traffic through the Carsons Road/Carsons Road Link junction and access to the Sort It recycling
centre. The lights will be in place while South Gloucestershire Council’s StreetCare team cut back vegetation for
surveys to be completed as part of the preparation work for a new slip road.
As we reported last week, the slip road will tackle queues at the Sort It Centre. The site struggles to cope with demand
at times when traffic backs up and queues onto Carsons Road and back towards the A4174 ring road.

Keep Hanham clean!
After local councillor Brenda
Langley appealed to Hanham
Abbots Junior School to see if
anyone wanted to volunteer for
litter picking in the community,
mum Lucy Morgan got in
touch and with kits supplied by
South Gloucestershire Council,
she went out with family and
friends and they collected four
bags full of litter.
Thanking them, Cllr Langley
said: “If anyone else in the area
would like to take part they can
contact me by email at
Brenda.Langley@southglos.go
v.uk to obtain the litter picking
kits.
“I also encourage everyone to
be conscientious at keeping
Hanham clean and tidy.”

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Acupuncture

Architectural
Services

Chimney Sweeps

Foot Health

Garden Services

Driveways

Garden Services

Guttering

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Advertising

per insert

Blinds

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21

Aerials

Electrical
Carpet Cleaning

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Handyman

All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Carpet Fitters
Appliances

An advert
like this costs

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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£21.00
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Pregnancy
Massage

Venue Hire

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast

Plastering

Skip Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

Locksmiths

4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Plumbers

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Oven Cleaning

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 23rd October 2019

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Tile Services
Windows & Doors

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Wanted
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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