THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

16th October 2019

Issue 598

FREE

Read by more than 40,000 people each week

Controversial bridge plan is side-tracked
Wessex Water has dropped its controversial plan for a new
bridge over the River Avon linking its sewage treatment
plant at Saltford with the A431 on the edge of Swineford.
The Mead Lane water recycling centre at Saltford takes
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sewage from the Bath and Keynsham areas. The idea was
to remove heavy vehicles from using the A4 and narrow
lanes of the Saltford Conservation Area and instead send
them along the A431, keeping the Mead Lane access route
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open for light vehicles.
The building phase of the road and bridge would have
involved 25 construction vehicles attending the site per
day for up to 18 months.
Wessex Water did not get to the stage of submitting a
planning application for the 25ft high bridge and access
road but earlier this summer asked B&NES Council to
screen the proposals from an environmental point of view
and the council ruled that there would be no significant
impact.
The bridge option, which we first revealed in Issue 589
generated several readers’ letters to The Week In of both
objection and support. And Bitton Village Residents’
Association (BVRA) raised concerns with Wessex Water
and the local councils including the impact of heavy traffic
transferring onto the A431 and routes from Bristol, the
environmental impact to the Swineford side of the River
Avon, and the increased flood risk, as well as the “lack of
transparency” over the way the matter had been handled.
There were cheers and a round of applause when Andrew
Ward, chair of the BVRA, announced at the group’s
annual general meeting last Thursday that he had received
a letter from Colin Skellett, Group Chief Executive of
Wessex Water, confirming that the bridge scheme is now
no longer being considered.
Continued on page 3
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Keynsham 10K raises
thousands for charity
This year's Keynsham 10K raised almost £12,000 to help
young people at a Bristol-based boxing charity.
Started by the traditional ringing of the bell on the 1940s
Fry’s factory fire truck, the race on Sunday 6th October was
in aid of Empire Fighting Chance. For the second year in a
row, the race was also sponsored by B Block pizzeria, part
of The Chocolate Quarter development at Somerdale.
Working at schools as well as their gym, Empire Fighting
Chance in Easton supports young people aged eight to 25
from deprived areas and disadvantaged backgrounds. The
money raised will go towards funding the 20-week
programme which aims to turn their lives around.
The 10k started outside B Block. A total of 665 runners left
Somerdale, went onto the High Street, along Charlton Road
to Chewton Keynsham and then back to The Chocolate
Quarter via the Memorial Park.
The race was chip-timed and there were prizes for all
participants, including for the first three men and ladies’
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finishers, age categories and club teams.
You can find out more about how Empire Fighting Chance
is changing younger people’s lives and how to donate at
www.empirefightingchance.org

Special screening
of thoughtprovoking film
Transition Keynsham have managed to secure the film
'Down to Earth' for a special screening at The Space on
Friday 25th October at 7pm for 7.30pm.
'Down to Earth' is not available in the cinema or on the
internet - only by special performance in association with
the makers. It follows a family who broke away from the
‘rat race' and went on a five-year journey to find a new
perspective on life.
Their life with tribal communities around the world has
led to a thought-provoking cinematic experience of
ancient, earthly wisdom.
Tickets are £5.50 at https://keynshamtickets.
cloudvenue.co.uk/ (including booking fee) or £7 on the
door. A bar will be available.
To see a trailer for the film visit www.down
toearthfilm.com/
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Controversial bridge Tributes to Bloom
plan is side-tracked champion Denise James
Continued from page 1
In his letter, Mr Skellett said that the Saltford
centre needs upgrading to meet new
regulated standards for wastewater
treatment: “While sewage is currently treated
to a high standard and safely returned to the
environment, upgrading the capacity of the
site will further improve the quality of
treated wastewater released into the River
Avon. This will benefit local communities
and users of the river. To meet current and
future needs, access to the site must be
improved.
“We are exploring several ways of doing this
through a viability assessment though I can
confirm that we are no longer considering
building a bridge across the River Avon.

Over the coming months we will continue to
explore alternative options and will let you
know what potential solution we feel is
best.”
This week a Wessex Water spokesperson told
us: “We always do everything we can to
minimise impact on local communities, so
we would fully consult with the parish
council, local landowners, residents and
other interested parties once a preferred
option has been identified and before we
consider submitting a planning application.
This would take into account any concerns
raised by local residents.”
The potential to construct a bridge across the
River Avon at Saltford was identified in The
Waterspace Study two years ago, undertaken
by
B&NES
Council
in
partnership with the Environment
Agency, Canal & River Trust and
Wessex Water. The study

The current Mead Lane access
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identified opportunities to deliver
enhancements to the River Avon
and adjoining land.
Specifically, the study indicated
that a bridge could include
provision for cyclists and
pedestrians in order to enhance
public access across and along the
river corridor.

Tributes are being paid to Denise James,
a leading figure in the Keynsham
community, who has died after a short
illness.
Denise, also known as Dee, was
chairperson of Keynsham in Bloom,
secretary of RHS South West in Bloom
Region and a national judge. She passed
away on Thursday 3rd October
In a statement, South West in Bloom said:
“Denise was the glue that held entries of
the South West in Bloom together. She was
fiercely proud of Keynsham in Bloom and
the whole of the South West.
“Denise made a real impact to the Britain
in Bloom campaign, she had a wealth of
knowledge and was a well-respected
member of the national judging team. We
feel such loss of an inspirational friend,
colleague and kind person. Our heartfelt
sympathy is extended to her partner Peter,
her daughter Emma, her son Matt and their
families and in particular to Denise’s
grandchildren.”
Severnside Community Rail Partnership
said: “Denise was the driver behind
community enhancements at Keynsham
station. Her tremendous enthusiasm
brought people together for litter picks and
gardening sessions and through sharing

her horticultural talent and design flair
with the group, she enabled Keynsham in
Bloom to create stunning floral displays,
making the station a brighter and more
welcoming gateway to the town.
“Under the guidance of Denise we saw
Keynsham Station have rapid success
through the levels of the It’s Your
Neighbourhood Award Scheme, achieving
‘Outstanding’ status in 2017. She will be a
much missed member of the community
rail family, the Keynsham community and
the wider In Bloom movement. Our
sincere sympathies to Peter who is also a
station volunteer, and to Denise’s family
and close friends.”
Denise’s funeral is on 25th October at
1.45pm at Haycombe Crematorium.
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Car demolishes
bus shelter
A bus shelter in Bitton was demolished after a car crashed
into it late last Thursday night.
Emergency services attended the scene on the A431 near
the roundabout at the bottom of Cherry Garden Hill.
It is understood that no one was badly injured.
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Lidl and Smyths
toy store coming
to Longwell Green
Planning permission has been granted to

concerns include additional traffic, both in

turn the old Homebase store in Longwell

terms of pollution and safety, and about

Green into a Lidl supermarket and a toy

delivery hours.

superstore.

Granting permission subject to conditions,

The proposal involves refurbishing and

South Gloucestershire Council planners

partial demolition of the existing unit, which

said that while any new development of

sits on the corner of Bath Road, Aldermoor

this type would have an impact upon

Way and Aldermoor Lane, to provide one

existing stores and centres, it is not

unit for the German discount food chain and

considered that the available evidence

the other for toy retailer Smyths.

demonstrates it would be significant so there

The refurbishment of the old Homebase

are no grounds for objecting on retail impact

Clearance store, which closed last year, also

grounds

includes a rear extension which will form a

The application site is in an area that is

delivery access corridor, an additional

known to have been subject to coal mining

mezzanine floor space plus alterations to the

and

the

Coal

Authority

says

that

shopfront and landscaping.

investigations are needed to ensure that any

There were seven letters of objection to the

remedial and mitigatory measures identified

plans with issues highlighted including that

are carried out before building works start.

there are too many food retail stores in

To minimise disturbance to people living

Longwell Green and that trees and shrubs

nearby, all deliveries to the development

have

without

must be between 7am to 11pm Monday to

permission, to the detriment of visual

Saturday and 8am to 10pm on Sundays and

amenity, particularly on Bath Road. Other

bank holidays.

already

been

removed

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Weather takes its toll on
HorseWorld’s charity open day
Whitchurch-based charity HorseWorld has been forced
to cancel its open day this Saturday (19th October) due
to the bad weather.
Ongoing rainfall has left the centre’s fields too muddy to be
used for essential car parking and with more rain forecast,
the charity said it was left with no option but to cancel one
of its biggest fundraising events of the year.
It could not have come at a worse time for the organisation
which is about to enter its busiest time of the year with
demands on resources at an annual high. HorseWorld is

The field used as a car park
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already nearing maximum capacity at the site where more
than 100 rescued equines are currently being cared for.
The charity had expected to raise at least £8,000 from the
open day, a significant amount which would have gone a long
way towards meeting winter feed bills.
Sarah Hollister, equine welfare manager, said “As the
weather starts getting worse, the number of horses in urgent
need of rescue increases. Grass becomes scarcer, so owners
often have to start paying for extra feed or hay for their
horses. With dropping temperatures, horses which are living
out in fields all the time will need extra care otherwise they’ll
quickly lose weight and be more prone to illness and
infections. Some owners don’t have the resources to do this,
or they make the decision not to.
“We know that over the next few weeks we’ll be getting more
calls to the welfare team, there will be more requests for help
from other charities and we are going to be hard-pressed on
all fronts.”
In an attempt to make up for the loss in donations from the
event, the charity is asking supporters to make a donation in
lieu of what they would have contributed on the day.
“We appreciate that our supporters will be just as
disappointed as we are, and they already do so much to
ensure that we can get to the horses which need us the most,”

The muddy access from the car park

said HorseWorld’s managing director Mark Owen.
“After this blow any donation, however small, that they could
make would go a long way in supporting our efforts to help
as many horses as we’re able over the tough winter months
ahead. We are always very grateful for any extra support we
can get.”
Anyone wishing to make a donation can do so via
www.horseworld.org.uk/donate
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More bus concerns
raised at forum
Transport campaigner David Redgewell highlighted more
concerns about bus services at the recent West of England
Combined Authority Committee meeting.
In a statement he said: “I am concerned that the WECA bus
strategy is not being delivered. There is a lack of supported
bus services to Bristol hospitals (an hourly 17 service to
Southmead Hospital and a limited 92 service to South Bristol
Hospital with other evening services reduced to hourly
including the 5,6 and 7. The 76 service is also turned at
Henbury town centre instead of going to Cribbs Causeway
(the Mall). Therefore WECA and Bristol City Council should
improve the frequencies of bus services to Southmead, the
BRI, RUH and Weston General hospitals as well as other
destinations.”
He said Service 2 (Stockwood to Cribbs Causeway) should
stop at Southmead Hospital and the new Service 2A from
South Bristol Hospital to the city centre could be extended
to Southmead Hospital. He also flagged up the issue of bus
stops showing the wrong information, including Gloucester
Road with the 78 and 79, Bath Road with the 57 and
Fishponds Road with the 47 and X47.
He said: “This can lead to confusion for tourists and
vulnerable users of the Greater Bristol bus network. Many
flags don’t even show the Y2/Y5 services and others are
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David Redgewell

damaged, others are unreadable due to graffiti attack or no
working shelter lighting and some have slipped down in their
casings. A comprehensive audit of all Greater Bristol network
bus stops is needed. An audit of bus stop rutting is also
required as this is till an issue for passengers and cyclists.”

Key figures at
South Glos
transport debate
A big discussion on transport is being held next week at
Lyde Green Community Centre.
The campaigning organisation the South Gloucestershire
Over 50s Forum is hosting the debate on Monday 21st
October.
On the panel will be the Leader of South Gloucestershire
Council Toby Savage, the Mayor of the West of England
Combined Authority Tim Bowles and the managing
director of First Bus West of England James Freeman.
There will also be a representative of the community
transport services in South Glos.
The forum say that many members want to use buses but
they don’t run anywhere near where they live or want to
go, such as local shopping centres, medical centres,
hospitals and places of interest.
The meeting at the centre in Thistle Close runs from 2pm
to 4pm. Tea and coffee will be available from 1.30pm.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Mangotsfield tip expansion will
herald closure of Warmley depot
A slip road to tackle queues at Mangotsfield Sort It
Centre has been approved along with plans to buy land
to expand the site and then close the Cowhorn depot in
Warmley.
The Mangotsfield site in Carsons Road struggles to cope with
demand by residents at times, particularly bank holiday
weekends, when traffic backs up from the site and queues
onto Carsons Road and back towards the A4174 ring road.
The queuing impacts residents in Siston, Mangotsfield and
Staple Hill and there have been reports of vehicles overtaking
into oncoming traffic.
The design of the new slip road incorporates 2.33 acres of
Green Belt land in an adjoining field. Over the past five
years, several unsuccessful attempts have been made by both
South Gloucestershire Council and its waste partner Suez to

The Mangotsfield centre
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purchase the land but a report to the Cabinet last week said
renewed negotiations via the owner’s agent have “opened
dialogue”.
There was praise at the meeting for former Mangotsfield
councillor Ian Adams who campaigned for years for a slip
road.
Meanwhile the fleet of more than 30 collection vehicles
based at the Cowhorn depot start early in the day as crews
get on the road, which, combined with odour, cause
frustration for nearby residents. Once vacant and subject to
planning permission, the site at Cowhorn could be sold for
redevelopment. In the meantime there are plans to make
changes to the site this winter including moving the vehicles
as far away as possible from homes.
These and other waste infrastructure investment plans
approved by the Cabinet will see more than £6m invested in
the next three to four years. There will be a new facility built
to serve Filton and the new homes coming as part of planned
development in the area. It will feature a Sort It Centre and
Re-Use Shop for residents, as well as accommodating
collection vehicles and allowing waste and recyclable
materials to be ‘bulked’ before processing. The development
at North Way will allow the council to relocate the Little
Stoke Sort It Centre as it is not large enough to manage the
growing local population.
The investments are being funded through the council's
capital programme, with contributions of £1.37m from
developers building in Filton, as well as a potentially similar
sum from the proceeds of the sales of the Cowhorn site and
Little Stoke Sort It Centre. The improvements will be

The Cowhorn depot

implemented in stages over the coming years.
Leader of South Gloucestershire Council and Lead Member
for Climate Change, Toby Savage, said: “Improving and
modernising our facilities improve residents’ experience and
encourage increased use, which we hope will have a positive
impact on recycling rates. Reducing queuing and congestion
at the Mangotsfield site, as well as removing the disruption
to residents who live near the Cowhorn depot will also
improve local amenity and quality of life.
That will be dependent on the Secretary of State approving
the application.
Labour councillor Kim Scudamore told the Cabinet he was
concerned about value for money as the report said the
council is intending to purchase land above market value,
which he said seemed like “an odd negotiating position”.
Cllr Savage said: “I am very clear that is value for money
when you consider the strategy in its entirety.”
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Legion’s AGM
The Kingswood & Hanham branch of the Royal British
Legion’s Annual General Meeting will be held at the
Kingswood Entertainment and Sports Club, 104 Regent
Street, Kingswood, at 2pm on Monday 28th October.

Ofsted praise for Longwell
Green Primary School
Longwell Green Primary School has retained its Good
rating following an Ofsted visit last month.
The report says that the new headteacher Darren Brown has
created a school that all children want to attend.
The school in Ellacombe Road has 413 pupils. The
inspectors found that children enjoy their learning and that
leaders are ambitious for all pupils.
All adults expect the best behaviour and pupils conduct
themselves well. They say they feel safe and that bullying is
rare.

Staff and parents are also positive about the school.
Mr Brown said in a letter to parents: “I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the staff, pupils, governors and
families who work tirelessly to keep what is great about
Longwell Green and to implement changes that we have
made in the time I have known this school.
“Longwell Green is indeed a good school and I feel that we
all have shared a sustained determination to continue to build
on our successes to strive to provide the very best quality of
education.”

Funding success for Kelston Road Park
Enovert Community Trust has awarded £25,000 towards
play area improvements at Kelston Road Park in
Keynsham.
The environmental body supports community and
environmental projects through the Landfill Communities
Fund, and the award will go towards replacing play
equipment and surfacing. Along with Section 106
developer contributions and Community Infrastructure
Levy (CIL) funding, it means that the proposed park
improvements are now fully funded.
Over the summer months a proposal for the park was
published and the community was asked to give feedback.
This has helped to shape the design for the park and the
improvements will now go ahead.
Phase 1 works are due to start this month and include new
seats and signs, tree planting, a new all-weather ball games
and seating area, path and safety improvements and new
junior football goals.
There will also be measures to prevent cars accessing the
park, subject to permission from adjoining landowners.
Phase 2 will focus on improving play facilities. The
existing bow top fencing will be retained but all the

8

current play equipment and safety surface will be
removed. The play design is still in progress but will
include a range of modern play equipment focused on
active play for all ages and abilities, along with picnic
facilities. The new play equipment will reflect the results
of the park consultation survey and Keynsham Town
Council's children’s survey. It is expected that all works
will be completed by next summer.
• B&NES Council is working with the group Keynsham
Now to organise a community-tree planting event at the
park on Saturday 23rd November.
People are invited to meet at the play area at 11am to help
plant the trees which will encourage wildlife, absorb
pollution and provide shade and seasonal colour for
people visiting for generations to come. Trees will include
oak, lime, acer and fruit trees.
There is no need to book, just turn up. People are advised
to wear warm and waterproof clothes and boots or sturdy
shoes, bring gloves and a spade if you have one.
This is a family-friendly event but children should be
accompanied by an adult. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be
provided.
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LETTERS
known to social care and are forced to use

have been successful in the ballot for next

local foodbanks due to the cuts made by Mr

year’s London Marathon, announced this

Skidmore’s government.

week, to join our team and stride out to help

Many of the students there are special needs

beat meningitis.

with an Education, Health and Care plan. Our

By running for Meningitis Now you’ll be

education system needs a massive injection of

helping us to fight meningitis in the UK and

money to support the dedicated professionals

move us ever nearer to our vision of a future

to do their job properly and help all children

where no one dies from the disease and

to reach their full potential.

everyone affected gets the support they need.

His visit there is the height of hypocrisy and

Sadly, meningitis and septicaemia continue to

he will not be getting my vote.

affect thousands of people in the UK each year

escalated damage and risk is that it be jointly

Sian Tyers

and kill more under-fives than any other

and publicly decried by the parish council, by

Kingswood

infectious disease. Help us fight back by

Anger at mountain bike
trail suggestion
Dear Editor
It was good to see your article in last week’s
issue about the damage being caused by
cyclists in Bickley Woods. Cllr David Smith
raised this matter at Hanham Abbots Parish
Council's September meeting and as a
requested follow-up, Tina Rainey, South
Gloucestershire Council’s Community Spaces
Manager, attended the October meeting. I was
present at both.
Yes, young people have always taken their
bikes for a ride through the woods but have
generally left little of a footprint. However, of
late things have changed. Youths and older
have taken spades and saws into the woods to
cut down trees and branches, dig jumps and

funding research, raising awareness and

South Glos Council, by the Friends of the
Woodlands and by the local conservation and
environment groups ..and all of us who care.
Robin Champion

Article wasn’t fair
enough

supporting survivors.
Those who haven’t been successful in the
ballot can also apply to us for one of our

Dear Editor
After reading your article ‘Council leader ‘not

in pre-constructed ramps. Additionally these

Irony of MP’s visit to
school

trails have met with the public footpaths

Dear Editor

view, but where is the balance. Where is the

through the woods, risking the safety of

I notice on Chris Skidmore’s Facebook page

prominent counterview?

walkers and their families.

that he has posted photos of himself visiting

We notice that there is no mention of Bristol’s

Tina's proposal was that a project officer be

Barley Close School, saying that it was ‘great

equivalent Marvin Rees not being committed

appointed to consider her suggestion for the

to have a chat about important local issues’.

to Bristol.

construction of a designated mountain bike

I find this ironic as being local to this school I

As far as I understand, the representatives

trail. This proposal seems an outrageous

am aware that it is a school with many

from the council at WECA must be senior

betrayal of the purpose of her department - the

problems that are linked to a lack of funding

members only. To me, not being on it would

protection of our green spaces. Bickley Woods

in school and social services due to cuts in

be like having a business supplier and not

has the protected status of a Site of Special

government funding which Mr Skidmore has

talking to them. A little fairer next time please.

Scientific Interest, is a designated Local

voted for EVERY time in the Houses of

M D Lake

Nature Reserve, is a public open space, a

Parliament.

popular amenity and a place of beauty - our

I know that the staff at Barley Close do an

Bluebell Wood. We don't need a mountain

amazing job with the children but despite this

Run the Marathon for
Meningitis Now

bike trail to spoil things!

they are under massive pressure as many of

Dear Editor

What is needed to be done to address this

these children are from families which are

We’d like to invite any of your readers who

stack stone for chicanes, etc. and even brought

fully committed to South Gloucestershire’
claim opposition’ (9th Oct), I suppose it is one

Sudoku
1-Easy

guaranteed places in the Marathon – simply
visit www.meningitisnow.org/vmlm There’s a
£100 registration fee and successful applicants
will need to pledge to raise £2,000.
Our friendly events team is on hand to support
your training and fundraising and, as well as
a running top, we provide a post-race
reception, including a sports massage and
lunch.
It’s a day not to miss. Why not join our
#teamtangerine today? Find out more by
emailing me at kirstyo@meningitisnow,org
Kirsty Owen-Hayward
Events Fundraising Manager
Meningitis Now
Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 3TJ
More letters on page 10 & 11

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 20th October

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Keynsham’s history is
worth preserving
Dear Editor
Well, aren’t we lucky to be given all this money
to improve Keynsham High Street? I hope, oh
I hope, that the people who decide are
sympathetic and sensible about what to do to
make it better.
First, it would have been nice to have a proper
museum to let the younger (and older)
generation learn about their historic market
town. The fire station or one of the older
cottage properties would have been good. But
no, let’s get some money or pull them down
and bring them up to the 21st century! No, keep
and preserve the look of our town. We are
losing our history, which is well worth keeping.
What about the Roman artefacts, the Brass
Mill, St John’s Church, the Manor House? The
old Keynsham. There are loads of interesting
facts that could be displayed instead of hiding
them away in a room in the council house –
which in my opinion is an eyesore. It looks like
it’s been there for 30 years, propped up by

crashing their cars through residents’ gateways.

air quality, though welcome, are because of

benches and in shop doorways has more than

They speed through the blind bends, then

fewer shoppers coming into the town, again

doubled, to almost 5,000 people on any given

scream and shout at walkers and horse riders

showing his 'False argument' by only stating

night; the number of people dying homeless

who hold them up. I was recently forced off the

the views of people that agree with him and

has risen by 51% in the last five years alone to

road whilst riding my horse, into a ditch which

flatter his vanity.

726 last year, and the number of children

was full of glass bottles and beer cans! The

Perhaps he should read Mrs L Owen’s letter in

homeless in temporary accommodation has

speeding car with trailer didn’t stop.

Issue 597.

risen by 69% to over 126,000.

This morning (7th October) whilst assisting my

As for 'the Keynsham resident', they may well

In the South West, 65 people died homeless last

child into the car for school, I had to grab him

be pleased, as we all are, that the High Street

year, while the numbers of people found

out of the way of two council trucks whom 20

is cleaner, but he knows as well as we all know

sleeping rough in South Gloucestershire has

yards around the blind bend had to slam their

that as a whole, Keynsham emissions have

doubled since 2010. The numbers of homeless

brakes on to avoid the local farmer moving his

increased as a result of the one-way system.

children

cows , as he has done for decades.

B Charles

accommodation

I have asked the council many times for traffic
Dear Stephen

During Labour’s time in Government between

I would like to share with yourself and readers

1997 and 2010, the independent Homeless

the council of the many times a rider has been

of what I feel is a positive thing with regards

Monitor compiled for the homelessness charity

knocked off their horse or a car has crashed

to Keynsham High Street.

Crisis records an “unprecedented” decline in

through a gateway. But nothing is ever done.

Club 22 (don't mention the word Conservative)

homelessness.

I believe that by the time the drainage on the

recently erected two flagstaffs that flew the

However, since 2010, homelessness has risen

A420 is completed Chesley Hill will no longer

Union Flag and Cross of St George.

relentlessly as a direct result of the

be a beautiful single track country lane but

Whilst this was a great show of who we are and

Conservatives slashing investment in new

scene of irreversible devastation.

proud to be, it was totally overshadowed by

affordable homes, cutting funding to councils

Anita Isaacs, Chelsey Hill

another flag that appeared.

and homeless charities, reducing housing

A much larger Union Flag flying in a brisk

benefit, and refusing to regulate a growing and

westerly breeze appeared above the building.

unaffordable private rented sector.

Fluttering and dancing in red white and blue.

In the Kingswood constituency the average

It does fill me with a sense of 'goodness'

monthly rent is £977pcm and Council Tax has

whenever I pass by it.

risen by 6%. High and rising homelessness is

Most countries are happy and proud to fly the

not inevitable in a country as rich as ours.

flag. I commend this establishment for doing

The next Labour Government will end rough

so and making me smile.

sleeping within a Parliament and tackle the root

Richard Bishop

causes of rising homelessness with more

area being given the facelift it deserves.

It seems that that Alan Hale (Letters Issue 596

A Keynsham resident

is the one using 'False argument'. Of course the

Name and address supplied

High Street is more healthy because of traffic
only being allowed one way, and he may well

the level of traffic on our country lane, Chesley
Hill. The situation has worsened somewhat
with the time extension on the drainage works
on the A420. Buses, coaches, lorries and
speeding cars have infested our quiet lane.
Dumping their rubbish in the hedgerows,
chewing up the tended grass verges and
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South

measure has been put in place. I have informed

Dear Editor

This is my third letter in recent times regarding

as

Gloucestershire Council did not produce the

drivers of who else uses this lane, but not one

At 72 years old, I live in hope of this beautiful

Dear Week In team

unknown

temporary

data for us to ascertain this information.

the Roman theme into public view?

Country lane or Brands
Hatch?

is

in

Flying the flag

Emissions in Keynsham
have increased

be covered in mosaics to hide them and bring

living

calming on the lane or even signs warning

girders. The inside may have got an award, but
the outside is awful. Perhaps the girders could

stuck

have done his research to show this, but why is
he hiding the results of the search that must

genuinely affordable homes and stronger rights
for renters.

Hill near Back Lane has improved, Bath Hill

Tories’ record on
homelessness is shameful

as a whole has proven more emissions, but of

Dear Becky

course his vanity will not allow him to give

I am marking World Homeless Day (10th

these facts to the public, just as much as he is

October) by highlighting the Conservatives’

Different rules?

unwilling to inform us that schoolchildren and

shameful record on homelessness and calling

Dear Editor

the general public are breathing in more foul

on Boris Johnson to back Labour’s plans to end

In July of this year I received a letter from

air because of the static traffic caused by the

the scandal of people sleeping on our streets.

South Gloucestershire Council saying my tree

one-way system.

Since the Conservatives took office in 2010 the

was over hanging the back lane (stating that

And by his own admission, improvements in

number of people sleeping rough on park

they would take me to court if it was not

have proven as we all know that, even if Bath

Nicola Bowden-Jones
Labour candidate for Kingswood

The Week in • Wednesday 16th October 2019

LETTERS
sorted). I contacted them and they assured me

Organisations across South Gloucestershire

Saltford Parish Council’s position is not quite

Canal and we moored up at Widcombe on

as long as I had the tree pollarded, there was no

need its Council Leader playing as full a role

as you have reported. A change of policy was

some pleasant moorings before entering the

hurry. It took me nearly 10 days to arrange to

as possible within WECA – not less of a role.

agreed at their 1st October meeting. SPC no

river section from Bath towards Bristol. There

get the work done at a cost of £160.

Both roles clearly complement each other.

longer believes that there should be 48-hour

were friendly volunteers from the Canal and

The day the work was being done, along came

Mike Vernon

only mooring within a restricted length of the

River Trust, assisting people through the locks

a council inspector who told the tree surgeon

General manager

lane. This is because there has never been any

and giving a true welcome to the area.

to tell me to “ignore the letter” he had just sent

Kingswood Community Transport

monitoring or enforcement by B&NES

How everything changed as we entered the

me. Yes, only 10 days after contacting their

Council. SPC is now calling for a complete

river, all the public moorings in Bath are now

office. So why was the council’s reaction to

Unmanaged mooring or a
Local Nature Reserve?

mooring ban as well as the establishment of a

railed off, the new Bath Quays has been

Local Nature Reserve along the riverbank. This

developed for leisure but obviously not for

position is supported by Saltford Environment

visiting craft. There were, however, some

Dear Editor

Group and by many Saltford residents who feel

private moorings at the new Riverside

that it would improve local amenities and

development with no railings. We found no

would be a welcome solution for Mead Lane

more moorings with space until Hanham. What

riverbank users.

little mooring facilities, we found were taken

There are only 16 residential properties in

up with boats that were obviously lived in and

Mead Lane and we cannot compete with the

in some cases abandoned.

hundreds of boaters who might wish to moor

We could see no mooring space along the

their boats here. The last three years have

section at Mead Lane that was your lead article

shown that most of the moorhens, coots, ducks

in Issue 597. To add to your article, along the

and swans that formerly nested on the

canal

riverbank have gone. Please help us reinstate

designated Quiet Zones, where the running of

the flora and fauna here for the enjoyment of

engines and generators is discouraged after

all: able, disabled, young and old.

8pm and before 8am, although I am not sure if

First Bus’s complaint (in last week’s issue):
“Our tree officers will be attending to
investigate and will then carry out the work”?

We would like to comment on your leading

J White, Soundwell

article in Issue 597 of The Week In. The

Leader’s roles
complement each other

riverbank on Mead Lane in Saltford, which is
owned and managed by B&NES Council, has
been enjoyed for many years by numerous

Dear Editor

visitors, both local and from farther afield,

I write further to the discussion in last week’s

including anglers, artists, boaters, car users,

paper

cyclists, picnickers and walkers.

about

the

Leader

of

South

Gloucestershire Council’s role within the West

A mooring trial was introduced by B&NES

of England Combined Authority. I make no

Council during 2017 and 2018 which caused

comments around the politics, only around the

endless problems for residents and visitors

facts as I see them as a community transport

alike because mooring was completely

operator serving many hundreds of local

unmanaged, and it still is.

residents across the Kingswood area.

Since the trial ended last autumn the situation

Earlier this year, South Gloucestershire

has worsened. More than 40% of residential

Council received £740,000 in funding for a

boats have over-stayed the 48 hour and 14 day

fleet of new community transport vehicles

mooring limits so far this year, resulting in the

across the area. This was funded by the West

riverbank along Mead Lane becoming very

of England Local Enterprise Partnership

overcrowded. There has been a lot of antisocial

through the Local Growth Fund, administered

behaviour, both verbal and physical abuse,

by the West of England Combined Authority.

pollution by boats, human waste, littering, fly

As a member of both the Council and WECA,

tipping, drug taking and selling. There has also

Cllr Toby Savage was able to take a

been considerable damage to flora and fauna

conversation he had with community transport

and to public and private property. Public

operators locally about the challenges of an

access to the riverbank in summer is very

ageing vehicle fleet and steer an application for

restricted as boats are often moored end to end

funding through what can seem to many of us

and two abreast. Mead Lane is a narrow road,

to be a bureaucratic maze.

regularly used by heavy vehicles servicing

Don’t let minority ruin it
for everyone

As a result of this funding, we can buy new

Wessex Water’s treatment plant at the far end

Dear Stephen

thought could provide an addition to the

Euro 6 engined-vehicles to replace some of the

of the lane. Parked vans, mooring ropes and

I have walked the shores of the River Avon

thriving tourist destinations of Bath and

oldest vehicles in our fleet, and will help to

gang planks are often positioned next to and

many times, so this year decided to explore it

Bristol.

reduce harmful emissions, as well as lowering

across the riverbank. These obstructions force

by narrow boat and see the countryside from a

Don’t spoil the enjoyment of the many

fuel consumption and also helping to reduce

pedestrians into the road and, as there are no

different perspective.

because of the bad behaviour of the few.

ongoing maintenance costs.

pavements here, this can be dangerous.

All went well, cruising the Kennet and Avon

Clive Brett
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With

section

we

encountered

several

increased house building locally and the

this is monitored.

inevitable loss of wildlife habitat, this is one

Our opinion was that visitors were not

area that can be saved. We therefore hope that

welcome along the river section of our journey.

Mead Lane will be designated as a Local

We passed three pub/restaurants that we knew

Nature Reserve and that the public will support

and had highlighted as potential meal stops

us in this aim. Please complete the survey by

but they obviously did not get our custom.

31st

Luckily there was mooring at Hanham and we

October

at:

www.surveymonkey.

co.uk/r/MeadLane

were able to have a meal at the Old Lock and

From the Mead Lane Residents

Weir - which was one of our planned stops.

(Sadly, this letter must be anonymous due to

Time did not permit any further exploration

the intimidation that some of us have

through Conham and into Bristol itself, but we

suffered)

will not bother to return to this section of river
to complete the journey.
This is a very beautiful section of river from
Bath to Hanham which and with a little more
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Council finds £35k to
fund another newsletter
South Gloucestershire Council is to continue with the
publication of its newsletter following “positive feedback”
from residents.
The council used to produce a quarterly publication called
South Gloucestershire News which was distributed to every
household in the authority. Publication stopped four years ago
as one of the cost savings made by the council as part of
austerity. Then after the local elections in May of this year,
which saw the Conservatives once more win control of the
council, South Gloucestershire News was reborn and a 16page magazine was delivered to 119,000 homes to let
residents know who their local councillor is and to highlight
some of the council’s priorities.
At the time there was criticism from Lib Dem councillors
who called it a “blatant waste of public funds” and selfpromotion for the Conservatives, including five photos of the
council leader. The publication was funded from the 2018/19
underspend. Now the council is planning to publish South
Gloucestershire News on a bi-annual basis with £35,000 for
the next one being funded from another reserve. It will be
issued in November and play a role in the council’s public
budget consultation.
Ben Burton, Cabinet Member for Corporate Resources, said
there had been a survey about the newsletter in July and
August and the results had now been published, with 59% of
respondents saying they felt it was good value for money
while 57% would welcome receiving it again.
But Staple Hill and Mangotsfield councillor Ian Boulton said
that on his local residents’ Facebook page, there had been 41
comments that were not positive. “Overwhelmingly all I saw

Crossword

was negative feedback.”
He added: “I think everyone is anticipating that we might be
in a purdah period, therefore I would strongly advise that if
there is one planned for November that it is very carefully
written so that we are not wasting more taxpayers’ money
having a halt.”
Council leader Toby Savage said: “Your guess is as good as
mine as to what will happen in November but council
business will continue to function as normal and as planned.”

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Strikebreaker (8)

2. Heavy, dull (6)

8. Arouse (6)

3. Tooth decay (6)

9. Skin filament (4)

4. Transparent (6)

10. Spoil (3)

5. Garret (anag.) (6)

11. Garment maker (6)

6. Overnight case (6)

12. Broadcast
visually (8)

7. Distant (6)

15. Fresh (6)

13. Craving (4)

16. Staggered (6)

14. Swerve (4)

20. Essential
characteristics (6)

17. Organs of sight (4)

24. Time of year (6)

18. Mona ---- (4)

Cadbury Heath Healthcare has been rated as Outstanding
by the Care Quality Commission.
The GP practice based in Parkwall Road provides
services to around 11,500 patients.
In the report, which was published recently, health
inspectors said that staff dealt with patients with kindness
and respect and involved them in decisions about their
care. Carers were proactively identified and well
supported for the roles they fulfilled. Patient satisfaction
feedback was very positive and consistently better than
comparable services. There was a proactive approach to
working with other organisations and strong links had
been developed with local community groups and
schools to improve care and tackle health inequalities.
The inspectors said the patient participation group was
an integral part to the practice ensuring care was
delivered in a way that met people’s needs.
And the reports highlighted that leadership, governance
and culture were used to drive and improve the delivery
of high quality person-centred care. There were also high
levels of staff satisfaction.
Responding to the report, the partners of Cadbury Heath
Healthcare said they are very proud of the great work of
their teams and that the high quality of the partnerships
which underpin the practice have been recognised for the
contribution they make to patient care.
“The partners would like to thank all of their employees
for the excellent service and care provided to the local
community of Cadbury Heath. The partners are also very
grateful for the support of the patient community at
Cadbury Heath including in particular the Patient
Participation Group who do so much to represent the
interests and needs of patients with the practice
leadership team.”

Learn about the building
of Chocolate Quarter
Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society’s
AGM will be on Wednesday 13th November at 7.15pm
at Hanham Baptist Church.
There will also be a talk by the architects and planning
consultant responsible for The Chocolate Quarter in
Keynsham and the opportunity to ask questions.

19. Gainsay (4)

27. Dictionary of
terms (8)

21. Hands on hips (6)

28. One-dimensional
(6)

23. Departure (6)

22. Inconsistent (6)

29. Recede (3)

24. Gloomy (6)

30. Slightly open (4)

25. Attack (6)

31. Chief nun (6)

26. Admit to holy
orders (6)

32. British currency (8)
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12. Rotate (4)

Health inspectors
say GP practice is
Outstanding
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The investment Keynsham
town centre really needs
It is clear from our Letters pages in recent
weeks that the debate over Keynsham’s
High Street continues and that opinion is
as divided as it ever has been over the oneway system.
The ‘glass half full’ contingent say air quality
has improved, the car parks are full, there are
independent traders and the café society and
evening economy are doing very well. The
‘half empties’ point to congestion on roads
outside the Air Quality Monitoring Area,
there’s nowhere to park and the established,
independent traders are either leaving or
hanging on by a thread.
When The Week In met with B&NES
Council Leader Dine Romero recently, she
commented on how she had seen Keynsham
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evolve over her 16 years as a councillor. We
were seated inside the ‘new’ Civic Centre
building, looking out on the emerging
Riverside View apartment building and
reflecting on the news that the town had been
selected to share in a £95m grant from
Historic England. This, on top of £1.5m from
the West of England Local Enterprise
Partnership for public realm improvements
on the High Street which will commence next
spring and for which surveyors have just
begun investigation work this week.
Cllr Romero said she believed in Keynsham
and
also
understood
that
better
communication with residents is necessary
with honesty when there is going to be
disruption. As for the one-way system, she
insisted that the primary aim had to be air
quality. The last thing Keynsham needs, she
insisted, was a Clean Air Zone. As to some
of the other proposals which have emerged
from comments and letters in previous
editions of The Week In, such as part-time
pedestrianisation, she said she was not closed
to ideas. A further round of public
engagement is planned for next spring.
So how does the future really look for
Keynsham? To take a snapshot today, much
of what both the ‘half fulls’ and ‘half empties’
are saying is correct. Keynsham is faring
better than a lot of other Bristol suburbs, but
more businesses have been closing than
opening and two high street banks have left
in the last 12 months. There is only anecdotal
evidence to say fewer people are shopping on

the High Street, but a significant number of
traders will tell you how their till receipts
have fallen. When Church’s newsagent, a
Keynsham icon, announced they were
putting their premises on the market, they
were able to track their downturn in business
to major disruptions in the town, culminating
in the one-way system.
But whereas a few years ago, Keynsham
town centre resembled a ghost town after
6pm or on Sundays, today the evening
economy is doing nicely. When The Week In
started 11 years ago, there were two Indian
restaurants on the High Street and in 2009,
when Coffee#1 wanted to take over the
empty Select store, the application was
greeted with cries of ‘we don’t need another
coffee shop’.
Similarly, the old adage of ‘what we need is
more small independent shops’ does not
stand up. The last decade has seen numerous
small businesses open and then close on the
high street. Those who want them clearly
don’t shop there. What retailers need more
than anything today is a business rates
structure that doesn’t penalise them
compared to online or out-of-town
operations, and a rental system that doesn’t
immediately apply a premium to retail.
Neither of these is in the remit of B&NES
Council unfortunately.
High streets are no longer the place to go
when shopping for necessities. But shopping
today is also a leisure activity and works well

in ‘destination’ locations. That’s possibly
why Keynsham is now developing a
reputation as a place for entertainment but
struggles to provide the more traditional
needs of consumers. In 2012, the Portas
Review, as well as calling for free short-term
parking, claimed that successful high streets
should be ‘meeting places’ with retail
benefits as a consequence.
But with any ‘destination’, you need to be
able to access it. Many of the comments The
Week In receives are not solely about the
congestion trying to get into the town centre
but finding somewhere to park when they get
here. Footfall may be down but the last
decade has seen Keynsham’s population
increase, mainly through the edge-of-town
housing developments. Yet catching a bus
from the top of Charlton Road into the town
centre is not as straightforward as it once
was. And as for public transport from places
such as Whitchurch, Oldland Common or
Longwell Green – well, there’s another
subject which has consumed a lot of column
inches in the paper over the years.
Spending money to improve the appearance
or visitor experience is obviously welcome,
but it will not remove the obstacles which are
dissuading people from visiting. The council
may not be able to do anything about setting
the rent or business rates but making it easier
to park your car or getting to Keynsham town
centre by public transport is very much
within its remit.
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Surprise as funding is found
to stop traveller trespass
As South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet agreed last
week to pay £15,000 towards protecting a village green in
the north of the district from travellers, there were raised
eyebrows in Siston, where the cost of footing the bill to
stop incursions had to be shouldered by the parish
council.
Having campaigned to have an earth bund installed on land
in Down Road in Alveston, which has historically been used
as an illegal traveller site, local councillor Matthew Riddle
thanked the Cabinet for the funding it. Alveston Parish
Council is contributing £5,000.
Siston Parish Council paid in full for a bund last year to
secure the area of common land in front of the Horseshoe pub
which was the scene of unauthorised encampments for many
years, leading to complaints about disturbance, intimidation
and the costly clear-up operations.
This week Cllr John Hunt, the former chairman of Siston
Parish Council said: “Those of us involved with progressing
the bund project in Siston will be extremely disappointed if
favouritism has been shown to any other parish council in
South Gloucestershire.
“It was only after making direct representation to the then
director that we were able to later meet with specialist officers
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The site in Siston was vulnerable to unauthorised encampments before a bund was built

to set out a programme for action. The clerk, Cllr Ian Adams
and myself worked closely together for almost two years to
get national and local consent before awarding the build
contract to the landowner, the same South Glos Council.
“Throughout the whole two-year process, we were repeatedly
told that no support funding would be made available by
South Glos Council, parish councillors having to accept the
need to finance the largest ever project funding of £18,000
locally. That has now been paid in full so I reckon questions
will now certainly be raised as to whether this area has been

treated any differently from another.”
And the cost of protecting land in Yate from incursions was
funded by the town council, rather than South Glos Council,
as Yate North Lib Dem councillor Mike Drew reminded the
Cabinet last Monday.
In response Ben Burton, the Cabinet Member for Corporate
Resources, said that there is now a new administration at the
council and the matter at Alveston had been brought to his
attention by local councillors. He added that he would be
happy to consider other approaches from members.
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Work to start this winter on
Masters Church conversion
Work on site is due to start in December on converting
the old eyesore Masters Church in Kingswood into 19
apartments.
Crossman Homes also have permission for three new-build
homes and the creation of a new park area.
The site is next to the Whitfield Tabernacle, one of the most
at risk Grade I listed buildings in the UK. It dates back to
1741 and is regarded as the birthplace of the Methodist
movement.
In addition to the conversion of Masters Church, Crossman
Homes have pledged to assist in the renovation and
rebuilding of the neighbouring derelict burnt-out shell of the
Tabernacle, working closely with the Whitfield Tabernacle
Trust which was formed in October 2017.
Brad Hughes from Crossman Homes said: “We’re delighted
to have been given the green light so we can begin building

this incredibly exciting development. The scheme will also
create a brand new open space for the community to enjoy
so we’re looking forward to seeing that take shape. And
we’re honoured to be able to play a part in helping save the
Whitfield Tabernacle, supporting the Trust bring this iconic
building back to life.”

disgrace that the site looks the way it does and that this has
gone on for so long. Kingswood residents have waited long
enough for this site to be properly restored so it can
contribute to and celebrate our town’s proud history.”
Crossman Homes also recently converted the former
Wesleyan Chapel in Blackhorse Road in Kingswood into

The site, previously owned by PG Group, has lay rotting for
many years due to its challenging layout, complicated
planning issues and unviability concerns.
Crossman Homes say they are working closely with South
Gloucestershire Council planners and the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission to sympathetically restore and
protect existing graves on the site to create a new community
space which Crossman Homes will gift back to the council
on completion for locals to enjoy.
Local MP Chris Skidmore, who has previously secured
funding from Historic England for the Tabernacle, said: “The
Whitfield Tabernacle site is the historic jewel in Kingswood’s
crown and is of huge international significance. It’s a

homes.

Avon & Somerset to recruit 137 extra officers
Avon & Somerset Constabulary will get 137 new officers
next year as part of the Home Office drive to recruit
20,000 nationally by 2022.
The Home Secretary announced last week that every
police force in England and Wales has been set recruitment
targets as part of the first stage in the uplift which will see
the government supporting forces to recruit up to 6,000
additional officers by the end of 2020-21.
The Avon and Somerset force is building on the 100
officers recruited over the last year as of Operation
Remedy. Remedy, which was funded by the Police &
Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens asking for an
increase in the policing part of the council tax precept last
year, focuses on tackling burglary, drugs and knife crime.
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Sue Mountstevens said: “I am delighted to confirm that
Avon & Somerset Constabulary will be recruiting an
additional 137 officers next year as part of the
government’s aim to strengthen police forces across the
country. Local people have been very clear; they want to
see more police officers on their streets tackling the issues
that matter most to the community.
“We are in a great position in that we have been busy this
year recruiting officers for Op Remedy and we recently
launched the Police Constable Degree Apprenticeship with
UWE.
“The Chief and I are looking forward to getting the 137
new officers on board, enrolled onto the apprenticeship
and out on the ground keeping local people safe.”
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Half term fun at Dyrham Park
For bug trails, nature crafts and 17th century storytellers
why not pop along to Dyrham Park this October half
term?
Running daily from Thursday 24th October to Sunday 3rd
November, the trail looks at insects from the late 1600s when
Dyrham Park was in its heyday, and when scientists first
started using microscopes to see the detail of the tiny
creatures.
The trail, which is £1 a go, takes you all around the 270-acre

site and will run from 10am to 3pm.
There will be crafts on certain days at Old Lodge including
making bug hotels, leaf wishes and creating wild art. You
could even make a leaf crown and be part of a play based on
a traditional mummer's production. Costumed storytellers
will be re-enacting parts of these 17th century plays. Dressed
as servants, they will be walking around the site on certain
days, talking to people and explaining myths and legends of
the time. They will also be in the stables telling stories. Check

the website - www.nationaltrust.org.uk/DyrhamPark - for
times and dates.
Nature trails for children will also run on Tuesday 29th
October and Thursday 31st October at 11am from the visitor
reception.
As well as the trail and the crafts there will be all the regular
fun including daily deer park walks, the Old Lodge play area
and open space and autumn colour to explore.
The church, stables and reception area will be decorated with
autumnal displays and in the tea room there will be soups,
stews and hot drinks on offer.
Dyrham Park is situated just off junction 18 of the M4 – eight
miles north of Bath and 12 miles east of Bristol.

Man admits intent to
supply Class A drugs
Ashley Hall, 28, from Emersons Green, has pleaded
guilty to possession with intent to supply Class A drugs.
Hall, from Bye Mead, appeared at Bristol Magistrates’
Court on Tuesday 1st October. He was charged in
connection with an incident on Blackhorse Road in
Emersons Green the previous day in which a man was
found in possession of suspected crack cocaine.
Hall was remanded in custody ahead of his next
appearance at Bristol Crown Court on 30th October.
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Plans drawn up to make it
safer to cross busy road
A campaign by parents to make it safer for everyone
to cross Forest Road in Hanham has resulted in a
proposed improvement scheme that’s now out for
public consultation.
Parent and campaigner Clair Hemmings said: “It’s been
almost two years now of talks and meetings since me and
Josie Dunn, with the support of other parents, got together
with our local councillor Pat Rooney and South

Gloucestershire Council’s traffic management engineer
Martin Woodhouse.
“So we were extremely pleased to hear that the proposed
crossing improvements have reached consultation stage.
“We really struggle to cross Forest Road with our children
on the way to and from school, so if implemented our
journey to school will be much safer. It would be great to
get as many positive and constructive comments on the
survey as possible.”
She said the headteacher of
Beacon Rise Primary School,
Chris Thomas has also been
very supportive of their
campaign.
The council carried out
pedestrian crossing surveys
to identify both the numbers
of people crossing and the
location at which they cross,
and there is now a scheme
and funding available. The
plans are to provide a kerb

build-out to both highlight the location of the crossing
point to drivers and reduce the crossing distance for
pedestrians, especially those going to and from school.
There is a questionnaire about the scheme on the council’s
website (search under ‘Consultations’). If you do not have
access to the internet and want a paper copy of all the
information and the questionnaire, call 01454 864215.
The consultation closes on 28th October.

Page Girls’ School reunion
There will be a reunion next month for the class of 1965
from Page Girls’ School in Downend.
Anyone who went to school at the North View site
between 1965 and 1970 is very welcome to join
classmates who are organising the event including Carol
Brimble (Brewer).
A DVD from school to marriage, acknowledging
friends who have sadly passed away, been produced this
year.
The reunion is on Sunday 10th November from 1pm to
5pm at the Nest café (room at the back) in Page Park.

Situations Vacant
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Picturesque walk from Lincombe
Barn to Frenchay village
A local walk that is pretty, slightly challenging and not
too long is the ramble from Lincombe Barn in Rockland
Road, Downend, to Frenchay village.
There’s plenty of parking space at Lincombe Barn and once
in the small park adjacent to the community hall, the walk
begins by following the well-trodden pathway taking you
into the woods to your right.
There is a small stream to your left. As you walk you find
you are on a footpath close to housing, but with ash, beech,
oak, sycamore and holly trees as company, the atmosphere
is rural. The fishing stream to your left is home to chub,
bream and dace. This walk can be slightly awkward, with
tree roots crossing the path, and may be muddy in wet
conditions.
After about half a mile the
carriageway
view-point
signpost comes into view.
However, when we tried to
climb to this spot, we were
literally stumped by a tree
that had fallen and lay
across our path, its branches
impossible to negotiate.
Retreating, we came back to
the pathway where a
wooden bridge crossing
gave access to the main part

of the walk along the River Frome. Following the signs
towards Frenchay and the Frome Valley, we continued our
ramble. This part of the route has some steep wood-edged
earth steps and eventually descends to the little packhorse
bridge at Frenchay village. Crossing this is a highlight of the
walk. If you want to continue the Frome Valley towards
Bristol, then don’t cross the bridge but follow the appropriate
signs.
Walking through pretty Frenchay village, with its old
cottages and Mill House (now a modern home) in autumnal
colour, a Devon hamlet is easily imagined. A turning past
pretty old houses to your right takes you once again to the
River Frome and the footpath back to Downend. The way
marked route eventually comes to Frenchay Moor, which is

The wooden bridge crossing to the main part of the
walk along the Frome

The little packhorse bridge going into Frenchay village

run by the National Trust. Once through this stile there is a
climb to the top of the Moor. Here you are close to Frenchay
Common where many of Bristol’s wealthy Quaker families
built their homes, the first chocolate bar manufacturer Joseph
Storrs Fry being one of them. He and some of his family are
buried behind the Quaker Meeting Place on the Common.
The famous cricketer WG Grace, who lived in the next
village at Downend, made Frenchay his cricket club., reputed
to be the first village cricket club in the country.
Once at the top of the grassy embankment, turn to your right
and you will find the exit to the Moor on Cleevewood Road.
This roadside part of the walk takes you down and across
another larger bridge over the Frome. Follow the road up the
hill, turning right at Woodside Road. There are some fine
gardens along this suburban estate which eventually takes
you to Rockland Road and back to where the walk began at
Lincombe Barn.
Christine Rogers

Clive notches up 35,000
hours of volunteering
Octogenarian Clive Iles has just clocked up an incredible
35,000 hours of volunteering for the Brunelcare’s Deerhurst
care home in Kingswood.
Since 1998 Clive has been driving from his home in
Longwell Green to Soundwell each weekday to begin his
shift at 7.30am. His mother had been a resident at Deerhurst
until she passed away that year and ever since, Clive has
been assisting with the administration there. In all, he has
been volunteering for 7,100 days.
Now 83, he said: “I absolutely love volunteering with
Brunelcare, it keeps me busy and on my feet while I’m still
able. I work with some fantastic people and really enjoy the
social element of my role. I spent over 35 years working in
the Royal Mail sorting office so I’m used to being organised
and being around lots of people.”
Last year Clive won the Unpaid Carers Awards at the Great
British Care Awards and is also a qualified pilot. When he is
not at Deerhurst or in the air, he also enjoys working in his
garden and meeting up with friends in Longwell Green.

The Week in • Wednesday 16th October 2019

Clive Iles
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Friends reunite at museum exhibition
The exhibition at Kingswood Heritage Museum of Jack Grunwell’s miniatures has
proved very popular with visitors.
One of them was Jack’s friend and near neighbour in Hanham, the Bristol Rugby legend
Bob Hesford, who won 10 caps at No. 8 for England in the early 1980s, and who worked
with Jack at Kingswood Training School.
The photo shows the pair reminiscing in front of the exhibition of Jack’s work.

One of the residents
with guard Ian Shere

Nostalgic
steam trip
Residents from Kingfisher Lodge in
Saltford enjoyed a nostalgic steam
train ride on the Avon Valley
Railway recently.
Although three of the group were in
wheelchairs the helpful staff at
Bitton Station ensured that all went
smoothly. Activity coordinator
Victoria Hunt said: “Everyone
enjoyed the lovely scenery and the
nostalgic sights and sounds of the
steam engine. We had amazing help
from the staff and the guard even
stayed with the group for much of
the journey.”

Bat walk and talk in the woodland
There will be a bat walk and talk in Dundridge Woodland on Wednesday 23rd October
from 5.45pm to 7.15pm.
Organised by Avon Wildlife Trust the dusk walk will be looking and listening for bats
that flit around in the evening light.
It will be led by a bat expert who will guide walkers in recognising different species
with bat detectors and explain all about these fascinating creatures.
People are asked to meet at the park car park at 5.45pm and wear suitable clothing and
footwear and to bring a torch.

Public appeal reaches its target
The public appeal to raise funds to help
Staple Hill commemorate Remembrance
Day has reached its target.
Local councillor Ian Boulton set up a page
on the JustGiving website to raise £600.
He has now thanked everyone who kindly
donated towards the running costs of the
annual Remembrance Parade and Service.

The Parade will leave Page Road at
10.15am on Sunday 10th November
which is a slightly earlier time than
usual.
This will allow plenty of time to get to
Page Park for the service at the war
memorial. The traditional silence will be
observed at 11am.

Bereavements
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Church hosts
fundraising
weekend of
music and art
This weekend is a busy time at Holy Trinity Church in
High Street, Kingswood, as it continues to raise funds for
locally-based children’s charity the Jessie May Trust.
The programme starts on Friday (18th October) with a
community concert performed by the music department
of John Cabot Academy at 7pm. During the day on
Friday and Saturday (9am-5pm) there will also be an
exhibition of art from pupils at the school, as well as
students from the Riverbank Art Studio. This will be
complemented by floral displays from Holy Trinity’s
arranging team.
On Sunday there will be an organ recital at the church at
3pm by Dr John Marsh, Director of Music at the Lord
Mayor’s Chapel.
Entrance to all events is free and there will be retiring
collections at the concerts.
Refreshments will also be available.

Bid to chop down
protected trees is blocked
A bid to fell 16 protected trees in Warmley has been
refused.
The application to chop down five silver birch and 11 cypress
trees at Wilson Engineering’s site at Legacy House, Tower
Road North, was made to South Gloucestershire Council.
But the proposal was dismissed last week with the council
saying it would have a detrimental impact on the look of the
area.
The protection order dates back to September 1986
The applicant wanted to fell the silver birches because they
are causing “excessive debris and causing leaf litter issues”
and considered all the trees to be of low amenity value, with
the cypresses creating “no major benefit to the immediate
area”.
However, Siston Parish Council, which was consulted on the
proposal, said that that no reasonable justification for the
removal of the protected trees, which are on the southern
boundary of the site, had been given in the application.
And South Glos Council’s arboricultural officer said: “It is
considered that while the trees may not be the most
significant of specimens, they do provide the many benefits

Keynsham High Street
Sunday closures

Footpath walk

Keynsham High Street will be closed to through traffic
on 20th and 27th October between 8am and 6pm.
The Sunday restriction applies between the junctions of
Charlton Road and Bath Hill and is because of ground
investigation works. Bath-bound traffic will be diverted
via Ashton Way as will cyclists heading in the opposite
direction. There are also daytime off-peak lane closures
for highway survey works at Hicks Gate Roundabout
until Friday (18th October) and two-way signals will be
in place on Sunday for Wessex Water works.

The next footpath walk organised by Bitton and Hanham
Abbots parish councils is on Sunday 20th October at
2.30pm, meeting by the McBraida factory at Francis
Way, Bridgeyate.
This will be an interesting walk via Webbs Heath and
Siston, including some gentle climbs.
Walks are led by Clive Brett who can be contacted on
07434 869429 or by email at clive@brett.org.uk
The guided walks are open to all ages but those under 16
should be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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that are associated with trees.
“The trees act as particulate filters, absorb carbon dioxide
and produce oxygen. They provide habitat for birds and small
mammals as well as form part of the food chain for many
other invertebrates, insects and lower plants.
“Additionally, and specifically in this case, they serve to
break up the hard lines of commercial development.”

Public Notice

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Blinds

Electrical

Electrical

Handyman

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Aerials

Home
Maintenance

Carpet Cleaning

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21

Carpet Fitters

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Appliances

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Foot Health

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Home Help

Chimney Sweeps
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Architectural
Services

Garden Services

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
22

Guttering

Musical Tuition

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM
Ages 6+ . Adults welcome
Please Contact: Anne
adavy6258@gmail.com
07963 935827
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

An advert
like this costs

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

Venue Hire

Pregnancy
Massage

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

£21.00

Pregnancy
Massage

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast

Plastering

book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Skip Hire

1 week - £21

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

2 weeks - £18.90

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

12 wk - £14.70

Plumbers

26 wk - £13.65

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Sewing Lessons
Windows & Doors

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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