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Calls for mooring ban as nuisance boaters spoil beauty spot
Calls are being made for an immediate ban on moorings
on the River Avon at Mead Lane in Saltford after a trial
scheme saw boaters overstaying their limit and reports of
anti-social and threatening behaviour, pollution and

damage to the riverbank.
This stretch of the river is popular for leisure and
recreation and for informal mooring of boats. The area
was subject to a temporary mooring trial between

Mead Lane is popular with boaters

December 2016 and October 2018, and on behalf of
B&NES Council, independent consultants are now
gathering views on options for the future.
Saltford Parish Council and Saltford Environment Group
are highlighting ongoing concerns and, supported by
Mead Lane residents, are asking B&NES Council to turn
the area into a Local Nature Reserve.
The parish council says the trial has exacerbated the
problems of non-compliance with mooring limits, antisocial behaviour and heavy littering from a minority of
boaters, as well as the disruption caused to residents,
visitors and other river users, and damage to the flora and
fauna of the riverbank.
It says a mooring ban should be implemented without
delay, starting with, on health and safety grounds, an
immediate winter mooring ban.
Continued on page 3
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Calls for mooring ban as nuisance
boaters spoil beauty spot
Continued from page 1
“The mooring trial proved that Mead Lane, a residential
narrow rural lane overlooking the Cotswolds Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty within the Green Belt, does not
have the amenities or facilities for longer stay moorings
normally associated with a marina that would typically be
remote from residential properties. Saltford Parish Council
therefore concludes that Mead Lane is not a suitable location
for longer term, semi-residential moorings of 14 days.”
Parish councillors say there should be a 48-hour only
mooring limit within a restricted length of the lane and it
should be effectively monitored and enforced by B&NES
Council: “If a 48-hour limit is abused or ignored on a regular
basis and/or other related anti-social behaviour and riverbank
damage issues continue, then Saltford Parish Council would
wish for a complete ban on moorings in Mead Lane so that
the riverbank can revert to its previous status as an area
suitable and appropriately protected as a wildlife
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conservation area to be enjoyed by residents and a wide range
of visitors.”
They add that the riverbank and parking bollards have been
damaged by vehicles before, during and since the 2017/18
mooring trial, in addition to damage through their incorrect
use as mooring posts, while inconsiderate and obstructive
parking can also restrict access for emergency vehicles and
the large vehicles requiring access to Wessex Water’s sewage
plant, and want B&NES Council to take action.
Take part in the Mead Lane consultation survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MeadLane

Rise in boats
abusing limits
During the mooring trial, Mead Lane Neighbourhood
Watch (NHW) recorded 331 boats mooring in Mead
Lane in 2017, of which 22% overstayed in the 14-day
area and 12% overstayed in the 48-hour area.
NHW figures for 2018 showed a sharp increase, with 342
boats mooring of which 36% overstayed in the 14-day
area and 34% in the 48-hour area - that is in excess of a
third of all moored boats overstaying in Mead Lane.
Following the end of the trial, during 2019 figures to 23rd
September show that the percentage of boats overstaying
was higher again, with 46% of those moored for more
than 48 hours overstaying in the 14-day area and 44% in
the 48-hour area.
Some boats have stayed for weeks and months on end often left unattended for most of the time

New lease
of life for
clubhouse?
The former clubhouse of Shortwood Lodge Golf Course
at Mangotsfield is being offered to let on a long-term
lease, with a range of possibly suitable alternative uses
including a children's nursery, or educational, leisure,
social and community uses.
The 18-hole golf course closed in June as did the
clubhouse, which had been a popular venue for weddings
and other celebrations.
Commercial property company RAE says the clubhouse
has a large lawned and fenced area around it, with very
spacious parking.
As we reported shortly before the closure (Issue 579)
speculative plans have been drawn up for 250 homes on
a 30-acre undeveloped part of the site which would be
served by a loop road with primary access from Carsons
Road
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estriction applies between the junctions
and Bath Hill and is because of ground
rks by Volker Highways.
ic will be diverted via Ashton Way as
ding in the opposite direction.
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Recognition for
dedicated donor
Blood and plasma donor Geoff Reeson from St George
has been recognised for his loyalty.
Now 69, Geoff started given blood in the late 1970s when
the ‘Bloodmobile’ visited Bristol Omnibus Company in
Lawrence Hill where he worked as a fitter.
For a time he was also able to donate plasma (platelets) at
Southmead Hospital, with his employer giving him time off
work a couple of times a month.
NHS Blood & Transplant’s donor recognition scheme
recognises donors for reaching donation credit milestones
and last month Geoff notched up his 250th credit. He intends
to carry on donating blood and his next session will be at
Hanham Methodist Church in December.
Geoff, who is also chairman of the Friends of Dundridge Park
in St George, encourages others to donate, saying it’s lovely
to receive texts from the service telling him where his blood
has gone.
Each blood donation can potentially save the lives of up to
three people.
If you are fit and healthy, weigh over seven stones 12lbs
(50kg) and are aged 17 to 66 (up to 70 if you have given
blood before) you should be able to give blood. If you are
aged over 70, you need to have given blood in the last two
years to continue donating.
To find out more visit https://www.blood.co.uk/
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Did you see
crash outside
Waitrose?
Police are seeking witnesses to a serious road traffic
collision in Keynsham.
It happened at about 5.15pm on Friday 13th September
in Broadmead Lane outside Waitrose.
A Mercedes car and a Honda motorcycle were involved
in the collision.
The motorcyclist received serious leg injuries and was
taken to Southmead Hospital, where he remains in a
critical but stable condition.
Police are keen to hear from anyone who was in the area
at the time of the incident, particularly anyone who may
have dashcam footage of the incident.
If you are able to help, contact 101, quoting reference
521912083.
You can alternatively contact Crimestoppers 100 per cent
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
Geoff Reeson

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Bus windows smashed by low branches
Bus boss James Freeman says low-hanging
trees are a “major safety concern” in South
Gloucestershire.
The managing director of First West of England
was speaking after three bus windows were
broken by overhanging branches at the bus
shelter on Broad Street next to Page Park in
Staple Hill. The incident happened on Friday
27th September and involved a Y5 bus. No one
was hurt but the bus was unable to continue its
journey.
Mr Freeman told The Week In: “Thankfully
there were no reported injuries, but we have
raised the issue with South Gloucestershire
Council as the trees are becoming a real issue
and a major safety concern, especially now that
the weather has turned and the thick branches
are becoming heavier with the rain and hanging
even lower.”
The issue was also raised at the West of
England Combined Authority (WECA)
Committee meeting in Kingswood last Friday
by David Redgewell, a director of Bus Users
UK and who is also equalities representative on
the Bristol Mayor’s Transport Board and
passenger group South West Transport
Network.
In a submitted statement, Mr Redgewell said:
“One of the major concerns affecting cyclists
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and bus users is the lack of maintenance of
street trees and bus shelters in part of the
WECA area. I’m particularly concerned at the
lack of pollarding/branch cutting on major bus
routes across the area….It has become very
apparent in the last few weeks that on many
major bus routes in South Gloucestershire there
has been simply no maintenance on these,
resulting in buses clipping trees, especially in
the Yate area around Shire Way, and the
Chipping Sodbury area and around the
Kingswood area and Broad Street in Staple Hill.
“Specifically with First Group and Stagecoach
using more double-deckers, there is more of a
risk to the travelling public of tree branches
falling on buses. At the moment we’ve had no
incidents involving any injuries, but I am
concerned that one of these branches is going
to fall on a bus shelter or roof of a bus. I must
remind the Mayor that there was an incident
between Bath and Devizes a few years ago
where a driver was killed.”
This week a South Gloucestershire Council
spokesperson said: "The overhanging branches
at Page Park near Broad Street have been
logged on our system.
“Our tree officers will be attending to
investigate the problem and will carry out any
necessary remedial work."

The bus stop next to Page Park
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Contentious car park plans get go ahead
Plans to turn part of the woodland at historic Willsbridge
Mill into a 20-space visitor car park have been approved
by South Gloucestershire Council.
Almost twice as many objections than comments of support
were lodged with the council over the plans, which also
include creating a new vehicular access on the A431
Willsbridge Hill.
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh (WMCR) has managed
the council-owned Grade II listed mill buildings, including
the café in the barn, for more than five years after taking over
the lease from Avon Wildlife Trust, which still maintains the
surrounding valley.
WMCR worked with the council to design the car park. The
planning application was lodged on behalf of the council by
an officer in its community spaces improvements team and
was approved last week under deemed consent.
The car park will provide 20 spaces including three for
disabled users. Vehicular access will be from opposite No 60

Willsbridge Hill. It will result in the loss of 0.1 hectares of
woodland within the Willsbridge Valley Site of Nature
Conservation Interest but the scheme includes an
environmental and biodiversity mitigation and enhancement
scheme to offset any loss of habitat and the council does not
consider it conflicts with the purposes of including the land
within the Green Belt.
The new access design was subject to an independent safety
audit. To avoid unnecessary congestion, signs will direct
motorists to access and exit the new car park via a left-turn
only. Vehicles driving up Willsbridge Hill will be advised to
drive up and round at the top of the hill before going in via a
left turn.
Oldland Parish Council had objected to the plans, saying
there were serious concerns regarding the traffic hazard of
traffic movements into and out of the site at such a pinch
point on Willsbridge Hill, and about the loss of trees and
environmental damage. Bitton Parish Council also flagged

up concerns about the new access on the busy road and felt
the car park would ruin the environment and wildlife habitat.
Other objectors highlighted that the road safety assessment
for the development was carried out when volumes of traffic
were at their lowest, that there is already a car park on Long
Beach Road that serves the Mill, and a layby on Willsbridge
Hill, plus disabled user parking next to the Mill itself, and
felt the café on the site is not open to the public enough to
justify the proposed car parking. Another concern is that the
car park could be used for anti-social behaviour or crime.
In total there were 56 comments of objection and 29 in
support of the scheme.
WMCR had said that the current parking at Long Beach
Road is unsuitable for the less mobile in society and that
failure to secure planning would throw the future of the group
into question, with the subsequent a risk of the site falling
back in to neglect.
The community group will now be responsible for finding
the funding for the car park.

Keynsham High
Street Sunday
closures
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WECA Mayor’s salary still lower than other
The West of England Combined Authority (WECA)
agreed the salary for the Regional Mayor Time Bowles,
should rise by £3,000 to £65,000 per annum. Its latest
committee meeting last week in Kingswood also saw an
allowance approved to the Deputy Mayor, South
Gloucestershire Council’s leader Toby Savage.
The recommendations, made by an independent

remuneration panel drawn from representatives of the three
WECA councils, also proposed that the Mayor’s allowance
was backdated to April and the Deputy’s allowance to June
when Cllr Savage was appointed. The panel also took
evidence from the Mayor Bowles on the expectations of the
Deputy role and his evaluation that it would require a
commitment of one day a week.

WECA’s Overview & Scrutiny Committee considered the
remuneration panel’s advice prior to Friday’s meeting and it
was felt that the Metro Mayor’s pay should be comparable
with the leaders of other combined authorities.
The Overview & Scrutiny Committee was not sure that
process had actually happened but recognised that the panel
had met at short notice.

Council leader ‘not fully committed to
South Gloucestershire’ claim opposition
Opposition groups on South Gloucestershire Council
have questioned the ability of the Tory leader Toby
Savage to run the authority in light of his additional
commitments.
Last Friday came confirmation of Cllr Savage’s £13,000
allowance for also being West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) Deputy Mayor, involving one day a
week’s work. He also works part-time in the office of
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore.
This week a spokesperson for the Labour Group on South
Gloucestershire Council said: “Labour Group Leader Pat
Rooney is extremely concerned that the Leader of the
council is not fully committed to South Gloucestershire as
he takes on more and more jobs away from the highly
complex role of running this council and delivering the
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services to our local communities.
“We and our local residents will be questioning why he is
still receiving his full council leader's salary while he is
absent from this role at least one day a week at WECA and
part-time working at the MPs office.
“It would appear that he is either more concerned with
chasing money or power.”
Claire Young, leader of the Lib Dem councillors on South
Glos Council, said: “Councillors often combine their role
with other work, it’s very much a personal decision. What’s
interesting is that in an interview (in community lifestyle
blogozine The Interchange) before the May elections, Cllr
Savage said his role was a full-time one. He now appears
to have changed his mind.”
Every elected councillor on South Gloucestershire Council

receives a £11,870-a-year allowance and those who chair
committees, or have executive Cabinet roles, receive
additional allowances.
Toby Savage holds the portfolio for Local Economy &
Devolution, as well as receiving £22,553 as Leader of the
Conservative-controlled council.
In Issue 594 (28th September) we reported that Cllr Savage
had also declared a pecuniary interest on the council’s
Register of Interests for part-time office support for
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore. We asked for more details
about this role but none were forthcoming.
This week a South Glos Council Conservative Group
spokesperson said: “The roles Cllr Savage fulfil very much
complement each other in providing the best possible
service to the residents of South Gloucestershire.”
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Metro Mayors Residents asked to help report
The Metro Mayor of Greater
Manchester, for example, earns
£110,000 while his counterpart in
the West Midlands earns £79,000.
Bristol’s Labour Mayor Marvin
Rees and Lib Dem Leader of
B&NES Council Dine Romero
also sit on the WECA Committee
alongside Tim Bowles and Toby
Savage. Cllr Romero said it was
unfortunate that the salaries are
Tim Bowles
not set nationally and that they
have to rely on an independent panel to determine a “right
and proper” allowance that should be paid.
Cllr Romero said: “It should be about attracting the right
people to those roles to make sure that we then are able to
represent, and be representative of, the whole of our
communities and not just those who are perhaps in a more
fortunate position to serve in public office.”
She added: “It is always tricky because there is this draw on
the public purse to pay ourselves but because I think that the
role of councillors and of those who are in elected office is
important that is my main reason for supporting what the
independent remuneration panel has put forward.”
Her comments were echoed by Marvin Rees.

lorries exceeding weight limits
Keynsham East councillor Hal MacFie is asking residents to
help report instances of lorries flouting the weight restrictions
on the Wellsway.
This follows a meeting by Cllrs MacFie and Andy Wait last
week to discuss traffic issues in the area, including cars
exceeding the speed limits.
One Wellsway resident commented: “Working in my front
garden I was able to count 15 large six and eight-wheelers in
one day. Besides the weight restriction there is the dangerous
narrow section before the Bath Road junction that is used by
Wellsway pupils which is the subject of a separate campaign
to restrict speed. It is, literally, an accident waiting to
happen.”
Cllr MacFie said: “We are very concerned about this illegal
activity and would like to take action. If residents see these
vehicles and can do safely, please take a picture and note the
time date and location and send the photograph to
Hal_MacFie@bathnes.gov.uk or text it to 0778 643 6656 so
we can build up a documentary record of persistent offenders
and forward this to the police and to DVSA who issue the
operators licenses.
“We will also make sure the signage is more visible and ask
the community police if they can enforce the restrictions.”

Sudoku
1-Easy

An HGV vehicle on the Wellsway at peak time for
pupils going to school

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 13th October

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Traffic flow problems put Fewer shoppers in
us off Keynsham
Keynsham now
Dear Editor

I write to agree with C Oliver in the 25th

In response to Mr Oliver, I totally agree with

September issue on two points.

him. There are much fewer shoppers around

Firstly, I feel that anyone who wishes to

than there were before the layout was

withhold their name on a letter should not

implemented. It’s like a ghost town except

expect to have it printed except of

when the kids are on holiday, then it’s like a

course where there may be a threat to life or

Saturday every day, except when the families

similar.

are on holiday.

Secondly, my husband and I used to shop

Name & address supplied

independent shops. We got bread from the
bakers, meat from Banables, fruit and veg
from Buss’ and newspapers from Church’s.
Back a few years and we patronised the
hardware shop and haberdashery in the old
‘library’ rank of shops. Of late, we would visit
the farmers’ market and often have coffee
while we were there.
Not now! Purely because of the ghastly traffic
flow problems. It’s easier now (we live at

road was to support the housing. No housing

South Bristol Wrong Road Group

Yet still you remain quiet when it comes to the
South Bristol Ring Road plans. We have
repeatedly asked the following; why do these
plans remain on the table? And when can we
expect to know your thoughts? Our questions
remain unanswered.
We would like to draw your attention to point
39 and 45 in the inspectors’ letter: ‘Instead, we
believe that the Councils need to return to the

regularly in Keynsham. We enjoyed the
and we believe in supporting smaller,

as possible.

= no ring road.

Dear Sir

market town atmosphere, the cheap parking

drawing board. We have always been told the

plan preparation process and, with open

Our questions remain
unanswered

minds, reconsider many fundamental elements
of the JSP’.

Open letter to Tim Bowles (Metro Mayor)

‘At the hearings we heard from a number of

Marvin Rees (Bristol Mayor, Cllr Toby

examination participants who were already

Savage (Leader of South Glos, Cllr Dine

confused by the processes of, and multiple

Romero (Leader of B&NES), Cllr Kye

rounds of consultation undertaken in, getting

Dudd (Bristol Cabinet Member for

the plan to this stage. This was particularly so

Transport, Energy & New Green Deal),

given the parallel processes of developing and

Cllr Donald Davies, (Leader of North

consulting on the emerging local plans for

Somerset)

each authority and the Joint Local Transport

Cc.

Jacob

Rees-Mogg

MP,

Kerry

Plan 4’.

McCarthy MP, Karin Smyth MP

We have open minds. We have tried to work

We are writing to you on behalf of the South

with you and your teams and your baffling

Bristol Wrong Road Group. We represent

processes. We have tried to ensure the

thousands of anxious residents in the South

residents’ views have been heard. We have

Bristol area and B&NES with regards to the

lived with this uncertainty for so long. We

proposals for the South Bristol Ring Road.

NEED this resolved. People can’t plan their

The plans first came to our attention, by

futures. Houses are becoming difficult to sell.

Dear Stephen

chance, last November and we have lived in

Parents are concerned about their children’s

In reply to Mr Hale and the Keynsham

anguish ever since. Despite the ‘consultation’

welfare with your proposals next to a primary

resident, I have been involved in this situation

period with the public, there are still more

school. We care about climate emergency and

for three years or more now. I have attended

questions than answers. We have actively

value our Green Belt that you are planning to

meetings and consultations, spoken to many

engaged with the public, the transport team

destroy. Please talk to us. No more party lines.

residents, shopkeepers and officials and read

and authorities and yet after nearly a year, we

No more fobbing us off. We are human and

the statistics for what they are worth.

still don’t know what you are thinking.

have a right to know what is planned for our

I do not feel my comments justify personal

The South Bristol Wrong Road group had a

future.

attacks from elected councillors or residents

seat at the Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) hearings

To remind you, our questions are: Why do the

who do not even have the courage to reveal

and were comforted to read the inspectors’

plans for the South Bristol Ring Road remain

their identity. I have no more to say.

report, with regards to the proposed housing

on the table? And when can we expect to hear

The future of Keynsham is all that matters.

in

your thoughts?

C Oliver

Location, which has been sent back to the

Kelston) to travel to Chipping Sodbury, albeit
a little further but much more pleasant.
Mrs L Owen

Keynsham’s future is
what matters
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Whitchurch

Strategic

Development

Campaign to get cats
microchipped
Dear Sir
Cats are much-loved pets, yet many of your
readers may be surprised to learn that they do
not have the same level of protection as dogs
when it comes to microchipping.
While microchipping is compulsory for dogs,
there are no such laws for cats, and this means
many lost or injured cats are not able to be
reunited with their owners. Being independent
and curious, cats are more likely than dogs to
roam and get lost far from home.
Cats Protection has launched a petition calling
on the government to bring in laws to ensure
that all owned cats across the UK are
microchipped. Microchipping is a safe and
permanent method of identification, unlike
collars which are prone to coming off.
By ensuring all owned cats are microchipped,
owners will have the peace of mind of
knowing their cat has the best chance of being
returned home should they become lost. In the
sad event a cat has been killed on the roads,
the details on their microchip can also ensure
their owner can be informed.
We welcome Labour’s Animal Welfare
Manifesto, stating its intention to expand
mandatory microchipping for cats, and the
government’s Animal Welfare Action plan
committing to a consultation on cat
microchipping.
Cat lovers can show their support for
compulsory microchipping of owned cats, and
help more cats be reunited with their owners,
by signing Cats Protection’s petition at
www.cats.org.uk/microchippingpetition
Jacqui Cuff
Head of Advocacy & Government

We look forward to hearing from you as soon

Relations
Cats Protection
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LETTERS
Charlton Road speeding
concerns
Dear Stephen
After a recent 'near miss' I feel that now is the
time to voice my opinion and concern on this
matter. My 'near miss' occurred as I was
waiting to turn into Charlton Park, facing
oncoming traffic travelling from the High
Street end. With no visible oncoming traffic,
I started to pull away into Charlton Park, to
alarmingly being rapidly approached by a
tractor/trailer unit, going at least 40mph, this
still being a 20mph zone. The driver, braked
hard, slowed, kindly gave me various sign
language, mouthed a lot and seemed rather
angry. Strange but not uncommon behaviour
for those who flout the law and have no sense
of how to drive sensibly or responsibly.
As a local resident who lives off of the
Charlton Road, I have always been aware of
speeding motorists on said road. However, it
is apparent that one particular individual or
group is regularly more of a hazard than
others. They are the large tractor drivers that
tow a very large trailer behind them. They
travel at excessive speeds, not only on the
main Charlton Road but also in the 20mph
zones as well, unfortunately, as do many
others. With the size, width and stopping
distances required by such machinery, I dread
to think what might happen if they continue to
be driven in such a manner.
This might not please a lot of people, but I feel
more enforcement with speed cameras, mobile
or fixed, is needed in this area. Maybe even
action by residents could be instigated?
The 20mph zone on Charlton Road is very
narrow, even for 'normal' traffic.
Richard

South Glos Council that the former Grange

11th September edition written by the four

School & Sports College (where a full-size

Tory councillors in Keynsham North and

floodlit football pitch plus another six floodlit

South.

hockey pitches have been located for many

When Hal and I were elected in Keynsham

years and are no longer being used) would be

East in May, one of the first things we agreed

a much more appropriate location for higher

to do was to work across parties for the benefit

level football facilities than our already fully

of Keynsham. To that end we have met twice

used public Recreation Ground.

with said four councillors and agreed some

Local residents were previously assured by

common ground. The Lib Dems have run

both AEK-BOCO and South Glos Council

B&NES since the election so we thought that

that the Greenbank Recreation Ground would

our Tory colleagues would welcome the

be primarily for children and teenagers' teams'

opportunity to have their say. Both Hal and I

use, with no higher level league football being

want to work hard to improve our community

allowed than the current top AEK-BOCO

so if we could speak with one voice about

senior team league level. Therefore any

Keynsham issues, that would be best for the

'additional' higher level football should be

town.

played elsewhere at a much more suitable

Imagine my surprise when reading their letter

location where higher level football facilities

which was an unfair attack on the Lib Dem

would also be much easier to progressively

administration and a personal attack on us for

implement if they continued to progress to

being liars. Clearly, the new dawn of political

even higher league levels in the future.

cooperation hasn’t quite registered! In the

I wish those government inspectors who have

letter they complain that £465k is being spent

rejected the major plans to build 105,000

on Bath to the detriment of Keynsham. It is

homes across the West of England could

worth pointing out that the population of Bath

review the way South Glos Council has been

is six times that of Keynsham so it is easy for

dealing with the AEK-BOCO football stadium

us to think that we are hard done by and

requirement plans and tell them to go back to

maybe we are but arguing amongst ourselves

the drawing board with that as well.

is hardly helping. Keynsham is expected to

Then a much more appropriate football

receive up to £3m in grants this year so we

ground location for higher league football

aren’t doing so bad, could be better but we are

could be incorporated into that larger 105,000

coping with Tory cuts since 2015.

homes community plan where it would not

As for us being liars, this comes from a letter

continue

the

we sent out after the election. In it we talk of

wellbeing of so many ever increasing local

a black hole of £7m which the Tories left

residents. Particularly those now also living

behind. This is the amount that the Tories took

in the 70-plus brand new homes being built

from reserves during their administration. Of

right next to the currently proposed floodlit

course reserves are there to be used, but they

football ground.

can only be use once and should be

Name & address supplied

replenished during the four-year cycle.

to

progressively

impact

I do hope that is an end to the matter as I still

Football club need a
more suitable sites

Responding to Tories’
criticism

want to work together for the good of

Dear Becky

Dear Stephen

Keynsham

For a long time I have been suggesting to

I would like to respond to the letter in your
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Keynsham.
Andy Wait

Taxi service to Park
Estate is vital
Dear Editor
I would like to say how much I agree with
Chris Thomas's views in Issue 595 about the
necessity for the bus/taxi service from
Keynsham Church to the Park Estate between
8pm and 11pm, when there is no other
transport to take us home. Just for the record,
it's not free.
I also agree that the service wasn't properly
publicised. In fact it doesn't appear at all on
the bus timetable at the Keynsham Church bus
stop. For those who may want to use it, the
first taxi leaves at 8.05-8.10, goes around the
Estate following the 349 route and back to
Keynsham Church. The next one is at 8.358.40 and every half an hour till the last one at
11.05-11.10.
I often come back late at night on the 39,
either from Bristol or Bath, get off at
Keynsham Church and it's a joy and comfort
to see the taxi waiting to take me and others
near our homes. What would we do without
it?
I take this opportunity to add that very
recently the departure of bus 39 from Bristol
Bust Station has been put forward by 10
minutes, which has meant on a couple of
occasions we missed the taxi. I suggest the
taxi departure time from Keynsham Church is
moved accordingly, perhaps at 15 and 45
minutes past the hour, at least some of the
times when the taxi driver can confirm that
bus 39 comes late from Bristol.
Finally I would like to say that Lionel Hutt's
idea in last week's issue of having bus 17 go
around the estate on Sundays is an excellent
one. Currently people who have no private
transport and are elderly, as many residents in
the Estate are, have no choice but to spend
every Sunday locked in their homes. Why not
help out if we can?

A Keynsham resident
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Protest over proposed closure
of specialist children’s centre
Protesters marched to a public meeting last week to
discuss the proposed phasing out of a specialist centre in
Emersons Green which offers educational provision for
disabled children in a mainstream school.
South Gloucestershire Council has been reviewing special
educational needs and disabilities provision across the
district. One recommendation is to” phase out” the Resource
Base at Emersons Green Primary School.
The centre is the only provision of its kind in South Glos for
pupils in Reception and Key Stages 1 and 2.
National Education Union members at Emersons Green
Primary School have released a statement in opposition to the
proposed closure saying they “fully support the fantastic
campaign that parents past and present have organised to fight
this decision”. A petition has already gained more than 6,000
signatures.
The union says: “It is a unique and valuable provision for
children with visual impairments, wheelchair users, Braille
users, communication aid users, Makaton users and cane
users. Specialist support is given for pupils’ wide-ranging
needs: speech and language therapy, physiotherapy,
occupational therapy, mobility, tube feeding, oxygen, selfcare and independence, manual handling, social and
emotional needs and the fundamental need to develop
independence. These needs are met through the skills and
expertise of school staff working with a variety of therapists
who are able to support a number of pupils in a single visit.
The provision is both exemplary and cost-effective.”

Crossword

They add: “The school has been visited by educators from
around the world…Staff work on a number of projects with
outside providers, such as the University of Birmingham and
Bristol University, to train vision impairment teachers and
develop innovative technology to aid inclusion. South
Gloucestershire should be proud of this school, celebrate its
success and create more schools that follow this model, not
phase it out or close it down.”
They add: “The fundamental outcome of inclusion at
Emersons Green is an ethos where every child feels wholly
accepted as part of the community without feeling singularly
different. Because of the time and expertise this takes to
achieve, it cannot be replicated easily, swiftly and as
successfully in other schools, especially if this model of
inclusion no longer exists to copy and learn from.
“While we are of course worried about our jobs and our
colleagues’ jobs, our overriding concern is for children and
parents, both present and future.”
A protest march by parents and staff last Monday began at
Emersons Green Primary School and ended at a public
engagement session organised by the council at Blackhorse
Primary School to gather views on how best to develop future
provision. A council spokesperson said: “The session was
very well attended, with families and staff from Emersons
Green and Blackhorse schools. It was certainly helpful for
officers to hear personal stories that underline the complexity
of providing the right level of support locally for young
people who need extra help. They underlined some of the

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Amusing person (8)

1. Flexible stick (4)

5. Refer to (4)

2. Clemency (5)

9. Blissful state (7)

3. Demise (5)

10. Choral
composition (5)

4. Deciduous shrub (6)

11. Throw (3)

7. Having a right (8)

12. Chinese fruit (6)

8. Symbol (6)

15. Not heavy (5)

13. Food fish (3)

17. Valley (4)

14. Limit (4)

challenges that we know we face in making true inclusion for
all young people a reality in all our schools, not just those
who already embrace it.
“It was also helpful for parents and others to hear and be able
to ask questions about the work that we have done in
preparing options for the future. We have committed to
continue these discussions with parents and schools as we
take on board what they have said in developing new options
with a view to a full public consultation.”

6. Whole number (7)

19. Small canine pet (6) 16. Sparkles (8)
22. Drench (6)
18. Former Italian
24. Expensive (4)
26. Church council (5)

currency (4)
20. Bicycle carrier (7)

27. Incendiary liquid (6) 21. Curiosity (6)
30. Evergreen
creeper (3)

23. Snake (3)

32. Expel from
property (5)

28. Heartbeat (5)

33. Florida city (7)

25. No matter who (6)
29. Patois (inf.) (5)
31. Deprivation (4)

34. Certain (4)
35. Bountiful (8)
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City council granted even more
time to publish clean air plans
Bristol City Council has been granted a five-week
extension to publish plans for a Clean Air Zone.
This is the third time that the council has failed to meet
deadlines imposed by the government, the last and according
to then Environment Minister Therese Coffey, the final date
was 30th September.
The council is now working towards presenting its outline
business case to the Cabinet when it meets on 5th November.
During the summer, Bristol residents were asked their views
on two possible options for a Clean Air Zone – a complete

Sandy Hore-Ruthven
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daytime ban on diesel vehicles from the city centre and a
charging zone covering a wider area. Neither scheme
included private cars, and critics claimed that without their
inclusion, the city would fail to achieve the required reduction
in levels of nitrogen dioxide.
Last week the Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees said: “We are
continuing to take measures to improve both our air quality
and our response to climate change.
“We remain committed to reaching nitrogen dioxide
compliance as part of our work on air quality in the shortest
time possible and this delay to the process does not set back
either the implementation or compliance dates.
“At the same time however, we must ensure all impacts are
considered and that mitigation measures are targeted to
support those most affected, including the impacts on the
most deprived communities. We also want to be certain that
our ambitious clean air plans are fully scoped, have a strong
evidence base to support them, and take into account the
thoughts of our citizens.”
But his Green Party challenger at next year’s mayoral
election, Sandy Hore-Ruthven, was scathing over the latest
delay. He said: “It is not acceptable for Bristol to keep

pushing back the issue of our air quality crisis. The Mayor
continues to avoid decisions that actually improve our
environment. His actions fall well short of the rhetoric of his
words.
“The city has already fallen one year behind the likes of
Birmingham, Leeds and Bath who are implementing action
on air quality. Not only are these cities complying with the
law but they understand the importance of public health for
their citizens.
“Implementing a Clean Air Zone can also generate income
that could be invested in public transport, cycling and
walking, giving people real choice in how they travel across
the city. It is time for action, not just words.”
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League success for
Keynsham Hockey Club
Keynsham Hockey Club have enjoyed success in both
men’s and ladies’ summer leagues
The men’s side won Bristol & District Division 3 while
the ladies’ 1st team won their league, finishing with 38
points from a possible 42. The 2nd and 3rd teams
finished in 12th and 14th places respectively.
Away from competitive action the club have also hosted
their first ‘Flyerz’ hockey session – pan-disability
inclusive hockey – while the annual mixed memorial
tournament raised more than £400 for Cancer Research
and the British Heart Foundation.
Weekly training is taking place for adult and junior
groups and the club is always open to new recruits. Find
out more at www.keynshamhockey.club

The victorious ladies’ team
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Happy 100th birthday Audrey!
Audrey Dayer, who is a member of
Hanham Methodist Church,
celebrated her 100th birthday with
a party laid on for her by members
of the church.
Almost 100 of her friends and family
joined her to celebrate her milestone
birthday. Audrey asked that instead
of gifts, people donate to Macmillan
nurses.
Audrey was born in Newfoundland
Road, Bristol on 25th September
1919 and went to school at
Newfoundland Road Junior School
and then East Bristol Central School
(later Rose Green High).
On leaving school she became a
typist for insurance firm Friends
Provident. During the war she
worked for the US Army at Avonmouth and remembers them
loading into the back of a lorry at Old Market to be taken to
Avonmouth. Audrey met her future husband when they both
attended the Bristol Central Hall in Old Market where Ron
was the youth leader in the church and Audrey was Tawny
Owl in the Brownie pack there.
Soon after their marriage in 1959, they moved into Quarry
Road in Hanham and when the Central Hall closed in the

Audrey Dayer

1960s, they joined Hanham Methodist Church where they
became active members.
Audrey, who has been widowed for a number of years, is still
very active in the church, knitting baby shawls for the Shawl
Ministry and is a member of the Wives Group. She is a
founder member of the Y’S Men’s Club of Hanham and
supports all the activities at the church, always with a cheery
word and smile.
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Site of Special Scientific Interest
being damaged by cyclists
Concerns have been raised that a Site of
Special Scientific Interest in Hanham is
being damaged by cyclists.
Bickley Wood is part of the 31.5 hectare
Avon Valley Woodlands local nature
reserve. The reserve is owned by South
Gloucestershire Council and also includes

Hencliff Wood and Conham River Park.
Hanham Abbots Parish Council has
flagged up concerns that more and more
cyclists are using tracks through Bickley
Wood, including the building of a large
wooden ramp which had to be removed by
South Gloucestershire Council’s Streetcare
team. Tina Rainey, South Gloucestershire
Council’s community spaces maintenance
and administration manager, attended last
week’s parish council meeting to discuss
what can be done to reduce the impact of
cyclists in Bickley Wood who are creating
new paths, widening existing ones,
damaging the flora and fauna in the Site of
Special Scientific Interest and, on
occasion, being a danger to walkers.
A ban on cyclists is not being considered
but Tina Rainey proposed that a specific
route be designated for cyclists, which
would involve consultation with the public
and cyclists who use the area.
The parish council agreed that this would

be a good compromise and resolved to
take steps with South Gloucestershire
Council to put this in place.
• South Glos Council will be carrying out
tree works from 14th October to 28th
October to enhance Conham River Park.
The council says the project will result in
the creation of wildflower meadows,

woodland edge planting and spring
flowering woodland bulbs around Conham
River Park. Tree planting will take place
later in the year to create a more diverse
range of habitats.
To get started the council will be felling
trees affected by ash dieback and thinning
trees within and around the plantations.

Situations Vacant
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Adrian Snell
in concert
Composer, singer-songwriter and music therapist Adrian
Snell will be giving a concert at St Mary’s Church in
Bitton on Saturday 19th October at 7.30pm.
Adrian’s music career spans nearly four decades, during
which he has produced 23 original albums and featured
on TV and radio, both in this country and abroad.
All profits from the concert will support a charity close
to his heart, the Life Project, which cares for people with
learning disabilities and their families in Bath.
A bar will be available. Tickets cost £12 and will be
available to buy at the door. For more information or to
reserve seats email Jane@lings.me.uk
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Spotlight on height
of football club’s
controversial fence
Hanham Parish Council has objected to football club
AEK-BOCO’s attempt to waive the condition governing
the height of fencing around their main pitch.
The club got permission in the summer for fencing, along
with floodlights and new stands, but at the time South
Gloucestershire Council limited the height of the perimeter
fence to 1.2 metres, even though the club had asked for it to
be 1.83 metres to conform to FA rules in the Toolstation
Western League which they aspire to play in.
Another condition that the club are trying to change is one
that says the floodlights shall only be used during Toolstation
Western League matches.
The club say this condition is too restrictive. Although the
parish council objected (by six votes to three) to the club’s
application to vary the fence condition, councillors
unanimously agreed not to raise any objection to amend the
Toolstation reference.
Several people living near the Greenbank Road ground and
who are concerned about varying the conditions as they
already suffer from noise and disturbance because of the

club, attended the council meeting last Wednesday. Resident
Steve Ashlin warned: “The removal of the word ‘Toolstation’
would effectively allow unlimited days of use with no
restrictions other than the limited months factor. This should
surely, after all that has gone on before, not be allowed. The
permitted hours of operation were based on the proposed
usage put forward by the applicant (14.30 – 18.30 on
Saturdays and 18.30 – 22.30 on Wednesdays)
“Even if all this was approved, AEK-BOCO could not make
use of the floodlights for a full Toolstation season due to the
practical limits of usage only from November to March being
allowed (to protect bats) and there is nothing the football club
or South Glos Council can do about that.”
He added that South Glos Council’s Spatial Committee had
set the condition of the height fence after much deliberation.
“Let us not forget this is supposed to be a recreation ground
for all the community, not a sports ground that the football
club and South Glos Council now refer to it as,” he said.
The parish council’s comments have been passed on to South
Glos Council. A decision is due by mid-November.
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Comedy at
community centre
The Kingswood Players present Richard Harris’s comedy
A Foot in the Door at Kingswood Community Centre on
Friday 25th and Saturday 26th October.
Evening shows are at 7.30pm and the Saturday matinee
is at (2.30pm). For information about tickets visit
www.kingswoodplayers.org
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Parking shake-up in Downend
After requests from residents in the Downend
area to review waiting restrictions, South
Gloucestershire Council has announced a
parking review.
The purpose of the scheme is to introduce additional
restrictions where inconsiderate parking is an issue,
remove unnecessary restrictions and address
requests from residents to accommodate additional
parking provision.
As the Downend ward is a large area to cover, it has
been agreed to split the review into three phases.
This particular consultation focuses on phase 1
which affects the following roads: Badminton Road,
Buckingham Gardens, Buckingham Place,
Carpenters Shop Lane, Christchurch Avenue,
Christchurch Lane, Church View, Croomes Hill,
Dial Lane, Downend Road, Edmund Close, Hill
House Road, Longden Road, North Street,
Overndale Road, Overnhill Court, Overnhill Road,
Park Road, Peache Road, Salisbury Gardens,
Salisbury Road, Sunridge and Woodlands Rise.
To respond to the consultation and have your views
taken into account, there is an online questionnaire
on the council’s website – search under
‘Consultations’.
If you do not have access to the internet call 01454
864539. The deadline for comments is 22nd
October.
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Car deliberately
driven at man
Police appealing for information and dash cam footage
after a car was driven at a man in St George last Friday.
The incident happened sometime between 11am and
noon on Hillside Road.
A man driving a silver Vauxhall Insignia drove towards
another motorist on three occasions, colliding with him
twice, before driving away at speed along Air Balloon
Road.
The victim attended hospital and was later discharged.
Detective Inspector Kristina Windsor said: “This incident
could have been much worse and the victim was
extremely lucky to escape with the injuries he did.
“It appears the offender has driven his vehicle
deliberately at the victim after he got out of his car.”
A 22-year-old man has been arrested in connection with
the incident. Anyone who can help the police is asked to
call 101 and give the reference 5219229697.

Charity quiz night
Keynsham and District Tangent Club is holding a charity quiz night at Saltford Hall on
Saturday 26th October. Teams of between four to eight people are invited to test their
knowledge while raising funds for Keynsham and Saltford Dementia Alliance.
The quiz starts at 7pm and the entrance fee is £5 per person, which includes nibbles. To book
ring 0779 947 3718 or email keynshamtangent@gmail.com

Public Notices

Bedrooms ransacked
in burglary
A home in Springfield Avenue in Mangotsfield was
burgled on Saturday 28th September.
It is believed an intruder gained entry through an insecure
rear door before making an untidy search of the
bedrooms and stealing some jewellery.
If you have any information regarding this crime contact
the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

The Week in • Wednesday 9th October 2019

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Architectural
Services

Carpentry

Electrical

Chimney Sweeps

Foot Health

Garden Services

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Aerials
Blinds

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper

Guttering

each insertion

Driveways

becomes

Garden Services

1 week - £21
Carpet Cleaning

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Appliances

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
Handyman

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Electrical

All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Carpet Fitters
Architectural
Services

Home
Maintenance

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Pregnancy
Massage

Venue Hire

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Locksmiths

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Plastering

Skip Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Oven Cleaning

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Plumbers

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Tile Services
Windows & Doors

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Wanted
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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