THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

25th September 2019

Issue 595

FREE

Read by more than 40,000 people each week

Odour, noise and traffic fears over waste plant expansion
Serious concerns including bad smells affecting thousands
of Keynsham homes and a surge in traffic are being raised
about plans by a new company to take over the abandoned
Resourceful Earth waste-to-power plant and quadruple the
scale of operations.

Local councillors and residents have lodged formal
objections to the plans for the old Queen Charlton quarry site
at Charlton Field Lane which was not fully built when it
closed suddenly in October 2017 when administrators were
appointed.

New company Resourceful Earth Anaerobic Ltd is now
seeking to reopen the site and increase capacity from the
approved 25,000 tonnes of organic material per annum to
92,000 tonnes. The application includes mention of
mitigation measures to control noise and odour.
But principal planning for development management at
B&NES Council, Chris Gomm, is warning of “significant
odour” from the scheme which would affect not just
properties close by but in the wider Keynsham area.
And with 116 proposed HGV movements per day, which
would include movements before 8am and after 6pm, Mr
Gomm says the effect of the increase in traffic in terms of
road safety, traffic flow, suitability of roads, air quality, noise
and health could be significant.
In addition, he warns: “Movement of large volumes of maize
will generate dust and the rotting process is likely to create
significant volumes of Aspergillus spores. This has the
potential to give rise to significant effects on human and
animal health.”
He says a number of items of plant are proposed which, when
operating simultaneously, could potentially have significant
noise (and health) effects on properties nearby and the wider
Keynsham area and adds that it is not clear whether measures
proposed to manage surface water are adequate.
As a result of the concerns, B&NES has ordered the applicant
to carry out an environmental impact assessment.
Councillors Alan Hale and Lisa O’Brien, who represent
Keynsham South on B&NES, and Cllr Paul May, who
represents Publow with Whitchurch, have raised objections
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Plans spark odour,
Crackdown on fly-tipping
noise and traffic fears in Kingswood street
Continued from page 1
about the impact on their communities. They
have met Mr Gomm to discuss their
concerns.
Cllr Hale said: “The development is within
the Green Belt and their application is
retrospective as the original permission was
breached in a number of ways. The process
of the business will be to bring in food waste
and crops specifically grown to be allowed
to rot down and produce a gas to power a
generator to provide electricity. We
understand that annually 92,000 tonnes of
organic material will be brought to the site,
comprising of 24,000 tonnes of maize silage,
15,000 tonnes of agricultural waste, 25,000
tonnes of commercial/industrial food waste,
25,000 tonnes of vegetable waste and 3,000
tonnes of Glycerol.
“It is suggested there could be a lorry
arriving every seven minutes of the working
day. Every lorry will have to travel through
Keynsham via Charlton Road or the lanes
from Whitchurch - Wells Road.”
He says “without a doubt” the new
developments – The Meadows, Bilbie Green,
Charlton Fields and the Bloor development
- as well as Park Estate and the Lays Drive
area will be the residents who will suffer the
most regarding the forecast smell as they sit
in the line of the prevailing wind from the

south.
Publow with Pensford Parish Council has
also lodged an objection, saying the site is
unsuitable as it floods and heavy traffic will
cause major issues at the site junction, in
Keynsham and in the lanes to Pensford and
at the junction of the A37.
Parish councillors say the process and
potential smell will impact negatively on the
homes and affect the value of properties.
Cllr Hale says people can email comments
and objections (reference 19/02919/MINW)
to
development_management@bathnes.
gov.uk
A spokesman for Resourceful Earth’s
administrators RSM Restructuring Advisory
LLP said they are in negotiations with an
interested party to sell the site. He said a
planning application has been submitted but
could not comment further on concerns
raised.
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A crackdown has been launched to
tackle the problem of fly-tipping in a
Kingswood street.
Since May, fly-tipped waste has been
cleared twice from London Street and local
councillor Andrea Reid said she
understood that people have been driving
there specifically to fly-tip.
The first clearance took five StreetCare
staff three hours to clear - a big strain on
resources.
Cllr Reid and fellow ward councillor April
Begley are now working with local
residents to stop it once and for all.
Leaflets have been delivered to households
to provide advice on the issue of flytipping and the councillors urge people to

report cases immediately.
Cllr Reid said that besides having to look
at an eyesore, London Street residents
have a health hazard on their doorstep:
“I’m appalled to hear that people have
been driving to London Street specifically
to fly-tip. If they can drive a car surely,
they can drive to a Sort It centre and
dispose of the rubbish properly.”
The councillors have also asked residents
to report fly-tipping immediately - either
online at www.southglos.gov.uk/flytipping
or by informing StreetCare at
streetcare@southglos.gov.uk
or
by
phoning 01454 868000.
Offenders can be fined up to £50,000 and
face five years in prison.
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Keynsham group wins
new community award
Residents of Tintagel
Close in Keynsham were
the winners of the
inaugural
Curo
Community
Award,
receiving £500 to spend on
further neighbourhood
initiatives.
Sharon Tucker, chair of
Tintagel Close Residents’
Association, was presented
with the award by Curo’s
chair Liz Potter at the
housing
association’s
annual residents’ conference held last week. Curo’s
chief executive Victor da
Cunha said: “We know that
many people do amazing

work in their community
without the recognition
they deserve. We wanted to
highlight some of the
residents who are often
unrecognised community
champions; people who
make their communities
better places to live.
“We also hope that in

launching these Curo
Community Awards, others
will be inspired to get
involved, or even perhaps
nominate others, in years to
come.”
Curo can help residents to
get more involved in their
community, for example by
setting
up
residents’

associations or organising
litter picks. The housing
association has grants of up
to £500 available for
initiatives that benefit Curo
residents. Find out more by
calling Curo on 01225
366000
or
visiting
www.curo-group.co.uk/get
involved.
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Town council supports free toilet scheme
Keynsham Town Council is backing the
scheme in which members of the public
can use toilet facilities at commercial
outlets without having to make a
purchase.
At last week’s council meeting it was agreed
to support outlets signed up to the
programme with £200 a year towards their
costs in providing the services.
The Free WC programme was launched last
year by local councillors Andy Wait and Hal
Macfie. Currently there are five

establishments in Keynsham town centre
which welcome members of the public to use
their facilities free of charge, indicated by a
blue and white window sticker. These are
The Ship Inn and Temple Street Canteen on
Temple Street, along with Grounded, Dalia
Cocina and the Old Bank pub on the High
Street. Free toilet facilities are also available
at Tesco and the library and One Stop Shop
on Market Walk.
The public toilets on Ashton Way closed in
2012, B&NES Council saying at that time

The closed public toilets on Ashton Way, Keynsham
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that alternative facilities were provided at the
new library building. In Issue 582 (26th
June) we reported the Royal Society for
Public Health’s claim that one in five people
don’t go out as often as they would like for
fear of not being able to find a public toilet.
That figure doubled for those with medical
conditions.
Reacting to the decision by Keynsham Town
Council to support businesses which offered
free toilet facilities, Andy Wait said: "I am
very pleased that the town council has found

a solution to the closure of public toilets in
the town.
“Thank you so much to the five
establishments who were prepared to offer
the general public their facilities without
having to make a payment. These will be the
first businesses I will go to sign up for the
new town council scheme and receive an
annual payment from the council of £200.”
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Hedgerow next to proposed
barn conversion is torn down
A hedgerow next to the A431 in Bitton has been ripped
out, as plans to convert a nearby barn into a home have
been lodged with South Gloucestershire Council.
Concerns about the destruction of the hedgerow were raised
earlier this month at meetings of both Bitton Parish Council
and Bitton Village Residents’ Association.
The land at Bath Road is in the Green Belt and at the gateway
to Bitton Conservation Area. As well as converting the barn,
the scheme includes altering access to the land.
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One of the questions on the application form asks if there are
trees or hedges on land adjacent to the proposed development
site that could influence the development or might be
important as part of the local landscape character. The
response is ‘No’.
The application says the barn is currently used for the storage
of builder's material. The conversion to a home aims to
ensure a “high level of energy efficiency, low carbon
emissions and resilience to climate change”.
The parish council has objected to the plan, submitted by Tim
Roberts Planning on behalf of Tony Francis, to convert the
barn including altering access to the land. The council says:

“This site is located within the Bristol/Bath Green Belt and
the proposal does not fall within the limited categories of
development considered appropriate within the Green Belt.”
In 2013 outline plans to convert and extend the barn into a
two-bed home, with scale and access to be determined, were
rejected by South Gloucestershire Council on the grounds
that the site is located within the Bristol/Bath Green Belt and
the proposal did not fall within the limited categories of
development considered appropriate within the Green Belt.
To comment on the latest scheme on South Gloucestershire
Council’s website, the application reference number is
P19/12634/F and the deadline for comments is 11th October.
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Public meeting request over
controversial fence is refused
A request for a public meeting by people
concerned about plans to fence off the
field next to Redfield Edge Primary
School has been refused.
As we reported in last week’s issue, although
officially a school playing field shared by
Redfield Edge and The Sir Bernard Lovell
Academy (part of the Wellsway Multi
Academy Trust), it has been used daily for
recreation for decades by people in the
Oldland Common and North Common area.
The application states that dog walking
results in fouling, and that unrestricted
access to the field makes it difficult in terms
of safeguarding of pupils.
The plan is to implement the diversion of the
public footpath, for which an order was
made in 2011 and confirmed following a
public inquiry in 2013, and to put up twometre high security fencing and gates around
the field.
At their planning meeting last Monday,
Bitton parish councillors authorised the clerk
to contact South Gloucestershire Council and
the schools to tell them that local people
wanted a meeting.
But last Thursday (19th September) the
parish council clerk put out this notice:
“Bitton Parish Council have contacted the
parties involved and they don’t feel that a

public meeting is needed. Therefore, we ask
you to ensure you are making your
comments on the South Gloucestershire
Council’s Planning Portal. Alternatively you
can email the case officer Simon Ford at
planningapplications@southglos.gov.uk”
In a statement sent to The Week In from a
group of concerned members of the
community, they say they are “very
disappointed” that Redfield Edge, SBL and
South Glos won’t meet them to discuss the
application and want answers to several
questions.
They say: “The local community uses this
space responsibly on a regular basis and this
is a clear breach of the democratic process.
You normally do something behind closed
doors when you have something to hide.”
They say that only following “local uproar”
at the parish council planning meeting last
Monday had Redfield Edge sent home a
letter to parents informing them of the
application. The statement from objectors
says they wanted to discuss several points at
a public meeting.
“There is already a field that is fenced off by
Warmley Rangers which is adjacent to the
school. Surely there is a possibility there to
come to an arrangement where Redfield
Edge or SBL could use this already secured
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space for play and education purposes,
saving hundreds of thousands of pounds.”
They are also concerned about the new
public right of way going down the side of
Redfield Edge Primary School, where traffic
flow has increased since the decision notice
was made in March 2013 because of the
creation of the new community building and
the leasing by SBL of a field to Warmley
Rangers.
And they ask: “Why has this taken six years
and six months to submit this application if
the safeguarding concerns were of such
significance? How many children and young
people have passed through your school’s
gates (Redfield Edge) in this time and have
been neglected due to the safeguarding
concerns you have raised?”
They also want to ask how the project can be
afforded, bearing in mind a front page article
in The Week In in May (Issue 578) about

Andrea Arlidge, chief executive of the
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust, who had
signed a letter which reached more than
25,000 homes, warning that funding
shortages would mean bigger class sizes,
fewer teaching assistants and support staff,
inadequate support for children with
additional needs, and less funding for
equipment, training and activities.
And they want to know why those who have
a house backing onto the playing field will
still have access to the school field.
Due to the high number of comments made
about the plans on South Gloucestershire
Council’s website, the objectors are hoping
it will be ‘called in’ to be decided by
councillors in public, rather than dealt with
by planning officers.
The planning reference number is
P19/11035/R3F and the deadline for
comments is 3rd October.
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Man jailed for
Police release CCTV
burglary in Kingswood image in relation to
assault in Keynsham
A 23-year-old man has been jailed for his
part in a distraction burglary which
targeted an elderly Kingswood woman.
Michael Patrick Mcdonagh, 23, from
Frampton Farm in Sutton Benger, near
Chippenham, was sentenced to three years in
prison at Bristol Crown Court.
He was arrested on 27th April 2018 and
charged with burgling a property on Orchard
Road.
On 21st April two unknown men had
approached the door of an 85-year-old
woman who lived alone and had previously
been a victim of distraction burglaries.
She was repeatedly told she owed the men
money and eventually relented and allowed
them into her house.
The two men were disturbed by the victim’s
carer and made off empty-handed.
Mcdonagh was acting as the getaway driver
and despite driving away at speed with the
two men, the vehicle’s registration was noted
by local residents which enabled officers to
link Mcdonagh to the crime.
When interviewed by the police, Mcdonagh
refused to answer questions. Police were
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Michael Mcdonagh

unable to identify the other offenders and
Mcdonagh was charged with burglary.
Despite pleading not guilty when first
charged, he changed his plea to guilty on the
first day of trial at Bristol Crown Court on
10th September.

Police have released a CCTV image as part
of an investigation into an assault in
Keynsham.
A man in his 40s was punched twice in the
face by a teenage boy on High Street at
about 6.15pm on Tuesday 3rd September.
Police say they would like to speak to the
person in the CCTV image as they believe
he may have information which could help
their inquiry.
“We appreciate the CCTV still isn’t great
quality but we hope someone might
recognise the distinctive clothing.
“If you can help, please call 101 and give
the call handler the reference number
5219203341.
“You can contact the independent charity
Crimestoppers 100 per cent anonymously
on 0800 555 111 or via their anonymous
online form.”
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Willow trees felled
to protect wildlife
Saltford Environment Group has
explained why two weeping willow
trees next to medieval ponds on the
outskirts of the village were removed.
Walkers will have noticed the felled
trees in one of the fields behind St
Mary’s Church and there has been
some concern voiced.
This week Phil Harding MBE, the
chairman of Saltford Environment
Group (SEG), said the trees, which
were planted in the mid to late 1980s,
had been taken down by the landowner
as part of an ecological restoration
project to support local wildlife at the
larger of the two fish ponds, on the
advice of SEG's wildlife adviser.
“I appreciate that the loss of attractive
trees can cause upset but we are
looking at the bigger ecological picture
in this instance,” said Mr Harding.
Wildlife adviser Will Duckworth said
the willows caused two major
problems: “Between them they had
developed such a large canopy they
prevented sunlight getting to most of
the pond most of the day (some of the
pond all of the day). This has reduced
the suitability for many species of
typical pond wildlife, particularly many
pond-associated insects that use only
sunlit areas.”
He continued: “The enormous leaf fall
each autumn going into the pond
consumes so much oxygen in rotting

that little wildlife can tolerate the lowoxygen conditions. This would be OK
in a fast-flowing situation where
incoming water dilutes the low oxygen
and sweeps away the leaves, but this
does not happen here. Oxygen loss is
exacerbated by the stone barrier (which
keeps the water level high) preventing
the water sweeping out the rotting

Funds raised from an afternoon tea event in Mangotsfield
next month will go towards the renovation project at St James
Church.
The tea will be held in the church hall in Richmond Road on
Saturday 12th October from 2pm to 5pm. There will be
sandwiches, cakes, scones, jam and clotted cream.
The church is celebrating 800 years of worship and funds
raised will support the re-ordering project to provide a new
accessible community space in the church.
For inquiries and tickets call 0743 497 8074. More
information about the Create 800 project can be found at
http://stjameschurch.co.uk/ch/create-800/ or look on
Facebook.

leaves which happens in a normal
forest stream..
“Ponds outside gardens are in very
short supply in Saltford - each one that
is in good condition makes a genuine,
material contribution to local wildlife
values. Most of this pond's potential
value has been forfeited in recent
years.”

Sudoku
1-Easy

Invitation to
fundraising
afternoon tea

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 29th September

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Land issue needs open
clarification
Dear The Week in team
Thank you for your article last week aptly
entitled ‘Fury at plans to ban community
from popular field’.
This land issue needs honest, frank and open
clarification. Much factual evidence of its
continued use and value has remained for
decades.
Not only has it been used for ball games and
dog walking but for quiet times for young
and old to picnic and socialise under the

Allen Hale and other community-minded

business community in that shop alone in the

concerns successfully” – this was while full-

people have voluntarily trained young people

last 24 years.

time staff resource sat within each of the

who might otherwise play in the streets to

How ironic was it that I paid my fine in the

political groups supposedly carrying out

become quite skilful football players. Surely

very Post Office that I have supported for all

“effective scrutiny”.

this is better than drug and knife warfare. So

those years also. The proprietor himself was

While the Labour and Lib Dem groups were

please keep and above all respect and keep

very apologetic and explained that he and his

complicit in allowing for a fundamental lack

playing field, for everything it is still is and

family are at loggerheads with the council

of oversight into council services, it was the

for everything it has been throughout its

over this issue.

Conservative Group who introduced the

decades of history.

I write this letter to inform other honest

cross-party Scrutiny Commission that

Dolores Powell

shoppers in Warmley not to fall foul of this

restored the balance. It is this professional

High Street

greedy council.

staffing

Oldland Common

I only hope that my £35 is spent by Social

Commission that we have committed to

Services where it might help a senior citizen,

increase using the savings made by

a person with mental heath issues or a person

introducing pro-rata support for each

with a physical disablement.

political group depending on the number of

Written in utter disgust.

councillors each party has. Well-resourced

Alistair Dawes

professional scrutiny is important in

resource

that

supports

the

nests in the crannied walls beneath.

The most expensive
haircut ever

Here the children of Redfield Edge School

Dear Sir

have discovered lime green hawk-eyed

I have patronised the same gentlemen’s

caterpillars ready to morph into huge

barber in Warmley since it opened in 1995

butterflies. If they were lucky, as my own

and for the past 24 years have parked my car

children were, they would find a baby

in the same spaces in Tower Road North

Opposition have misled
the public

hedgehog or a pretty silky wide-eyed field

outside the Post Office, a shop I have

Dear Sir

mouse, and of course, snails galore of all

frequently used during that time.

In last week’s disappointing coverage of the

sizes.

Imagine my horror when returning from the

South Gloucestershire Labour and Liberal

These are only some of the delights the

barber’s, having parked for only 30 minutes,

groups’ issues over how Conservatives are

Oldland field gives to the community. It has

to find a Fixed Penalty Notice from South

intending on increasing professional scrutiny

hedges of blackberries and rosehips and for

Gloucestershire Council for parking in a

resource, I was frustrated to read how the

decades locals have gathered elderflowers to

residents parking bay! £70 or reduced to £35

opposition have once again intentionally

make sparkling white elder wine.

if paid within 14 days. I admit that after

missed the mark and misled the public in an

How many know of the field’s ancient

finding the ticket on my windscreen I did

attempt to score political points.

history? Not its well-known mining industry

look up and see the new sign. I cannot

Both opposition groups totally ignore the

but centuries before, when dinosaurs and

challenge the ticket as I did indeed ‘break the

fact that it was their actions in forcing

other large animals waded through the

law’.

through an unaccountable committee system,

natural water bowl.

When, may I ask, was this parking space

which resulted in an ineffective decision-

Local teachers may be inspired to search

redefined and how many other people have

making process and a severe lack of scrutiny

Gloucestershire’s archives or even discover

been caught out by yet another greedy

into services.

the large ammonite fossil embedded in the

council who cannot balance their budgets

When the watchdog Ofsted placed the

Why one-way system
discourages visitors

stone wall opposite this school on the High

and turn to the motorist to fund the shortfall

council’s children’s services into special

Dear Stephen

Street. If they were to delve further they

in their budget?

measures a few years back, they identified

To the person who wrote the letter headed

might walk down the hill to Cherry Gardens

I started getting my hair cut when the current

the committee system as a root cause of the

'False argument' in Issue 594, my response

where they would find purple and white

owner was the trainee. I would hazard a

council’s failure, highlighting that the

is this: if you have the courage of your

crystal formations that have been washed

guess that I have spent somewhere in the

challenge to officers by committees had “not

convictions, then you should print your name

from Bitton to remain there for centuries.

region of £3,000 supporting the local

been effective enough to identify and address

instead of hiding your identity.

beautiful trees that shelter various birds’
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maintaining

high

performance

and

continuing the drive the improvements we
are seeing in children’s services.
In reality, politically-driven scrutiny of the
council failed our children’s services
dramatically in recent years and something
needs to change to ensure this doesn’t
happen again. It is not a mistake that our
most vulnerable young residents deserve to
grow up with and it is the responsibility of
this council to find and implement the
appropriate solutions.
Cllr Jon Hunt
Deputy Leader of South Gloucestershire
Council and Cabinet Member for
Children and Young People
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LETTERS
Are you a B&NES councillor or official

On your final point, who said anything about

they have started taking our sewage.

providing lifts to those who need it,

perhaps? You do indeed completely fail to

encouraging a selfish, lazy culture? Have

The A431 has considerably less traffic than

including the handicapped and the elderly.

see how the one-way system discourages

you not heard of the scientific studies of

the A4 which runs through Saltford and

Where were the adverts, the posters, the

potential visitors from Keynsham High

wants and needs? I am merely pointing out

nothing like the high levels of pollution from

notices? Where would a housebound elderly

Street.

that that kind of café culture is a want, not a

traffic. So if Wessex Water could build a

person without a computer find the

A significant number of nearby residents are

need, and what Keynsham and the planet

bridge from the sewage works to the A431,

information about the free evening taxi? Was

discouraged from coming to Keynsham by

need is more people to shop locally for the

hopefully, they could also allow the even

every house leafleted?

the one-way system and if you used your

items they need, instead of heading for

greater volume of HGVs that service the

Without any kind of effective publicity, it's

intelligence to do some research, instead of

Longwell Green or any out-of-town retail

three pubs we have by the river to use the

no wonder that not many people use it - not

making unfounded comments, you would

park and increasing their carbon footprint.

bridge.

many people know about it!

know this.

C Oliver

This would allow our High Street which is

It would be interesting to know how people

narrow and in a Conservation Area, to no

heard about it, and where they received the

longer suffer the large vehicles which block

information. For me, it was just by word of

the road and damage cars, particularly wing

mouth!

mirrors.

Chris Thomas

So far, the village's wish for a bypass has not

The Week In contacted First West of England

happened but this would be a welcome, if

MD James Freeman, who told us: “It’s the

smaller relief.

first I have heard of this. We have no

Reg Williams

intention of withdrawing or reducing

Saltford

the Keynsham 349 taxi. Full stop. We

I am not disputing visitors should be parking
in Ashton Way car park. The fact is that
footfall on Keynsham High Street fell
significantly when the one-way system was
introduced and almost all the shops will tell
you so, if you bothered to ask them. Indeed
a B&NES survey of the traders revealed this.
Have you forgotten that Keynsham is a
market town and should be full of 'hustle and
bustle'? People are coming to Keynsham
who want to drink coffee and eat out on a
whim but it is those who need to 'nip' in for
necessities that are being discouraged by the
hassle and time it takes.
My issue is that letting traffic out the end of
the High Street into Temple Street without
increasing pollution is possible and that
pollution levels have risen elsewhere in the
town as a result of the one-way system. It is
the large number of residents that have to
drive via Ashton Way to get to Temple Street
and beyond or cut around the back via Avon
Mill Lane to come up Bath Hill that are

Uneven pavements are a
hazard
Dear Editor
Re: “Another ‘proud’ paving stone in
Keynsham High Street” (Letters, Issue 593
from D Jones, I also have recently fallen in
the same area causing pain and injury to my
left knee and hip which was only nine
months ago pinned and plated.
paving stone and fell on my already injured

Don’t withdraw this
essential bus service

side. Thank you to all who came to my aid,

Dear Editor

the help was very much appreciated. I have

It has come to my attention that the evening

also helped at least three people who have

bus/taxi service to the Park Estate in

fallen because of the uneven pavings.

Keynsham, which I have been using

So come on Keynsham / B&NES Council -

regularly for nearly a year, is in danger of

sort out our pavements. They are in need of

being withdrawn. I benefit from late evening

attention!

use of this excellent service after choir

J Findlay

practices and band rehearsals in my role as

Keynsham resident

musical director at St John's Church. I also

Imagine my horror when I tripped on a

know of carers at an old people's home for

a car cannot access Temple Street from the

Let pub traffic use new
bridge too

High Street, then that car is using it as a cut-

Dear Editor

through to elsewhere. So the people who

In Saltford we suffer incredible levels of

need to access Temple Street have to drive

traffic which has no relationship to our

another 250 metres minimum to get there

village. The sewage lorries referred to by Mr

whilst those who want to drive back out of

Culver last week service the local sewage

town through the town centre are encouraged

works, which for nearly100 years did not

to do so. That is what insults our intelligence.

service Saltford, but Bath. It’s only recently

increasing pollution. Indeed if by definition

commission and pay for this service, so it’s
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whom it is an essential service when on a late
shift.
I hear that 'research' by the authorities into
the number of people using it has concluded
that it is not fulfilling a purpose. This
research has obviously not taken into
account the total lack of effort on behalf of
the service providers to publicise the free
evening taxi, which has been faithfully

nobody else’s decision.”

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any political
or commercial interest. We aim to produce
a balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try
to keep letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Will football club’s hopes of playing
in higher league be dashed?
AEK-BOCO Football Club, which this summer secured
planning permission for floodlighting, fencing around the
main pitch and two new stands so they could play in a
higher league, are facing a hurdle.
The reason the club sought to improve facilities at the
Greenbank Road ground they lease from South
Gloucestershire Council was to meet Toolstation Western
League criteria.
Planning permission was granted by the council’s Spatial
Planning Committee in July, subject to conditions limiting
the height of the perimeter fence and when the floodlights
can be switched on.
Now GrassRoots CIC, which specialises in delivering support

More goals expected
at the AJN Stadium
Keynsham Town take on Tavistock at home this
Saturday (28th September) as they continue their
exploits in the Toolstation Premier Division.
Recent matches have produced a goal glut, with
Keynsham going down 3-4 at home to Clevedon Town
and securing two successive 3-3 draws at Bridport and
leaders Plymouth Parkway.
Keynsham’s attacking style always produces exciting
football and supporters can look forward to more of
the same against Tavistock and against Shepton Mallet
on Tuesday 15th October (kick-off 7.45pm).

Crossword

services to sports clubs, has applied on behalf of AEK-BOCO
seeking to vary condition 2 (floodlighting) and condition 4
(fencing) of the planning consent.
Condition 2 says the floodlights shall only be used during
Toolstation Western League matches and at given times to
avoid causing disturbance to local residents during anti-social
hours and to protect the local bat population.
Condition 4 limits the height of the perimeter mesh fence
(needed for the control and safety of spectators during
matches) to 1.2 metres. The FA regulations state that the fence
should be 1.83 metres which is what the original application
was for.
A letter from Peter Coe, on behalf of GrassRoots CIC, says:
“The inclusion of the lighting being limited only to
Toolstation Western League matches is considered
unnecessary, too restrictive and by its very nature potentially

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Spread
throughout (8)

1. Splendour (4)

5. Sword handle (4)

3. Main artery (5)

7. Rime (9)

4. White heron (5)

9. Scheme (4)

5. Vast multitude (4)

10. Urban area (4)

6. Stormy (8)

11. Italian staple
food (5)

7. Frozen raindrop (9)

14. Accounts (5)
15. Push gently (5)
16. Oak fruit (5)
17. Former South
African province (5)
18. Reproductive
organ (5)
19. Masculine (5)
22. Very short skirt (4)
24. Profound (4)

discriminates against youth football and women’s
football.” He says the reference to league matches only
should be deleted. And arguing for the higher fencing, he
says: “The proposed reason for refusal regarding the fencing
was that it would adversely affect the quality of recreational
opportunities to the locality.
“The increase in the height of the fence will not have any
additional adverse effect on the quality of recreational
opportunities. However, restricting the fence to 1.2 metres
could significantly adversely affect the recreational
opportunities as the club require the fence to be 1.83 metres
to be able to play in the league.”
To comment on the proposed changes to conditions search
for planning reference P19/13268/RVC.
Any implementation of the planning permission is dependent
on the council in its role as landlord of the ground.

2. Earth's satellite (4)

8. Highest level (3,6)
11. Biblical poem (5)
12. Faint (5)
13. Irritate (5)
14. Organic fertiliser (8)
20. Be of use (5)
21. Memorise (5)
23. ---- of Skye (4)
24. Fate (4)
25. Elapse (4)

26. Moving staircase (9)
27. Theatre box (4)
28. Continent (8)
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Popular clairvoyant
returns to Hanham
More Wildcats needed
Fry Club JFC Wildcats in Keynsham are on
the hunt for the next generation of female
players after receiving a £350 Grow the
Game grant.
The scheme, which is funded by the Football
Association and delivered by the Football
Foundation, will enable Fry Club JFC to
create, a safe and fun environment for girls
aged five to 11 years.
Chairman Bernie Grimes and lead coach
Kelsey Manning said: “Building and

developing the girls this last season has
really benefited from the funding grant from
the FA and Football Foundation enabling us
to utilise better equipment in the teaching of
the girls.”
Fry Club Wildcats’ football and fun sessions
are held on Saturday mornings at Somerdale
Pavilion, on the left side of the bottom car
park from 10.30am to 11.30am.
For more information contact Bernie Grimes
on 0776 019 7849.

Village Hall AGM
North Common Village Hall is holding its annual general meeting on Thursday 8th
October (8pm). The event at the venue in Millers Drive is open to North Common
residents and group users of the hall.
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One of the UK’s top
clairvoyant mediums
is coming back in the
West Country to
again display his
ability
to
give
messages of reassurance to those
who have lost loved
ones.
Steve Holbrook will
be
at
Hanham
Community Centre at
7.30pm on Sunday 20th October. Over the
years, thousands of people have witnessed
his skills which he describes as “helping
people understand that life continues, just
simply in a different dimension”.
Tickets can be ordered online at
www.steveholbrook.co.uk or by phoning
on 01823 666292 (Monday to Friday 9am
to 5pm) at £17 or are available at £18 on
the evening (cash only).

Steve Holbrook

Steve has raised thousands of pounds for
charities, most recently, £30,000 for PACT
which helps children with terminal
illnesses.
He has a famous singer as a super fan after
he predicted her success on TV before she
hit the big time. BAFTA award-winner
Jane McDonald dedicated her autobiography to Steve, calling him her
inspiration and guru.
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Lib Dem candidate counts
on unseating Rees-Mogg
Election? What election? There must be
something in the air around Keynsham,
in the heart of controversial Jacob
Rees-Mogg’s North East Somerset
constituency.
A couple of weeks ago we caught up with the
newly-appointed Labour candidate in
Keynsham. Last week, residents received a
campaign letter through their doors from the
Liberal Democrat challenger Nick Coates
claiming that their sitting – or ‘lounging’ –
MP was arrogant and out of touch.
So, another coffee and another café – this
time Grounded on Keynsham High Street,
and we caught up with the Liberal Democrat
candidate, fresh from his party’s conference
in Bournemouth.
A chartered accountant by profession, Nick
Coates’ work brought him to the area from
London around 20 years ago, working for a
firm of architects. Subsequently, he set up his
own consultancy business advising
architects, property owners and the farming
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industry and has been doing so for the last 12
years. While relatively new to party politics,
Nick tells us he is no stranger to
campaigning. Inequality has usually been the
cause, whether standing up for tenants’ rights
in London or more recently, helping the
Foxhill Residents’ Association in Bath to
challenge Curo’s redevelopment plans.
But it was not until the 2015 General Election
that he ‘woke up’ to party politics and joined
a Liberal Democrat party at one of the lowest
points in its history. His first experience of
pounding the streets of Keynsham and
Saltford came during the Referendum
campaign and then in support of Stephen
Williams, the Lib Dems’ candidate for
Regional Mayor.
His first impressions were that the area was
not as ‘leave’ as Jacob Rees-Mogg was
claiming, and that those who held an
opposing view to the MP had no voice.
“If politicians don’t engage with people they
disagree with, how can they genuinely

Nick Coates

represent their area?” he asks.
As to the North East Somerset constituency,
we asked the same question as we did
previously to the Labour candidate about too
many candidates dividing the opposition.
“I expect even more candidates to come
forward. Jacob Rees-Mogg is such a target.”
Nick doesn’t see the Labour or Green Party
challengers standing aside in a pact but
believes the Lib Dems are the natural home
for ‘one-nation’ Conservatives who are not
happy about the direction their party is
headed currently. “Since the last election has
the Labour Party gone forwards or
backwards? It won’t improve.”
Does he feel the recent promise to revoke
Article 50 if the Lib Dems won a majority
may have the opposite effect on those voters?
“People I speak to on the doorstep (about
Brexit) say they just want it to go away. Our
pledge provides clarity. We will make it go
away.”
His campaign to unseat Rees-Mogg is
currently a full-time job. He has been doing
his maths about reversing what is currently a
‘safe’ Tory seat. His campaign is targeting
around a third of Jacob Rees-Mogg’s votes
and says initial reaction to his door-drop
letter has already been extremely positive.
While the Liberal Democrat party has been
witnessing a surge in membership nationally,
what Nick has noticed among new recruits
locally is the number who are new to politics.
When not on the campaign trail, the married

father-of-two enjoys drumming and plays in
a jazz/blues band locally. “We’re not that
good but it is great fun,” he admits.
Our interview has been taking place in an
unusually noisy Café Grounded due mainly
to a meeting of young mothers with their
little ones. When asked whether he might be
persuaded to calm the situation by using his
campaign skills of kissing babies, he defers
towards dogs. Although even in that he
admits to some shortcomings. “I have been
bitten once on the campaign trail – it was
definitely a Tory dog.”
While the summer has included the usual
round of appearances at fetes, festivals and
flower shows, he is acutely aware of the wide
diversity in the constituency from rural
isolation problems in many parts to city
issues in the larger population areas. He also
campaigns to reverse climate change and is
strongly opposed to the expansion of Bristol
Airport, a move that he says will only
increase car traffic on local roads without
providing any benefit to local residents.
As to the forthcoming election, Nick Coates
would not be drawn on a date. “I wouldn’t
bet on anything at the moment, but whenever
it comes, we will be ready.”
There are still plenty more cafés in Keynsham
and who knows how much time before an
election campaigns begin. We are more than
happy to meet with other candidates for the
North East Somerset constituency if we have
not already been in touch.
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Wombling in
Saltford
Saltford Wombles’ next litter pick is on Sunday (29th
September) from 2pm to 4pm, meeting at The Shallows
car park. The focus will be The Shallows, the River Avon
and the Railway Path for a post-summer clean up, ready
for the autumn and winter months.
If you have litter pickers, gloves and hi-vis vest, you are
asked to bring them, but if not they can be provided. Bags
have been provided by B&NES Council.
If you would like to attend this litter pick contact Barbara
at saltfordwombles@gmail.com

Spotlight on
wheelchair
accessible taxis
South Gloucestershire Council is consulting the public on
its proposed specification for wheelchair accessible taxis
and a proposal to publish a list of all licensed vehicles.
The council is proposing that vehicles will not generally
be accepted for hackney carriage licensing unless they are
capable of carrying a passenger using a wheelchair.
In Issue 752 transport campaigner David Redgewell, who
is a wheelchair user, highlighted the woeful lack of
wheelchair accessible cabs in South Gloucestershire.
There is an online questionnaire on the council’s website
(search under Consultations) or you can email
consultation@southglos.gov.uk or write to South
Gloucestershire Council, Corporate Research &
Consultation Team, Badminton Road, Yate, Bristol, BS37
5AF.
Should you have any further questions call the licensing
department on 01454 868001.
This consultation is open until 8th December.
Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Play area to
lose equipment
Equipment is to be
removed from a play
area in Longwell
Green and won’t be
replaced.
Grangeville Play Area
in Grangeville Close
has a wooden climbing
frame, stepping logs
and a log spiral.
Notices posted by
South Gloucestershire
Council at the play
area, which is fenced
and surrounded on all
sides by footpaths, say:
“Unfortunately this
play area has reached
the end of its life and the equipment will be removed
in the next few weeks. The site will remain a public
open space for informal play.”
At their recent meeting Oldland parish councillors
raised no objection to the removal of the equipment.
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Campaigners outside Emersons Green Primary School

Council seeks views over
proposed SEND changes
As part of its review of special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND) provision across the district, South
Gloucestershire Council is holding a series of public
engagement events.
As we reported in Issue 587, the local authority has
undertaken a review of all Resource Bases and Access
Centres across South Gloucestershire.
This has led to a campaign to save the Resource Base at
Emersons Green Primary School which offers specialist
support for physically disabled and/or visually impaired
children and is the only provision of its kind in South Glos
for pupils in Reception and Key Stages 1 and 2.
There is a recommendation to “phase out” this centre once
existing pupils have completed their time there. However, the
council says it is also looking to add new capacity on some
existing facilities, and to add completely new services in
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other areas.
The ‘Stop the Closure of Emersons Green Resource Base’
petition on the change.org website has been signed by more
than 6,000 people.
Families in South Glos whose children are affected by the
review will have had an invite to attend a public engagement
event through their school but the council says it is important
that the wider views of the community of parents and carers
are captured as well before a formal public consultation takes
place, to make sure it incorporates a wide range of ideas into
the process. Two of the four engagement events have already
taken place but the one concerning the Emersons Green
Resource Base will take place at Blackhorse Primary School
next Monday (30th September) from 5pm to 7pm. To find
out
more
visit
https://www.sglospc.org.uk/latestnews/resource-bases-and-access-centres
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Campaign to review
chicane at Royate
Hill viaduct
People have until the end of October to sign a petition
calling for Bristol City Council to review the chicane at
Royate Hill viaduct in Fishponds because of ongoing
issues which affect residents, pedestrians and cyclists.
The petitioners say that for many decades, traffic was able to
pass freely both ways beneath the viaduct until a chicane was
installed, with a priority. It is understood that this followed a
collision into the wall of the viaduct by a drunken driver.
The petition reads: “We understand that there was no
consultation with local residents prior to the installation of
the chicane, nor any assessment into its impact.”
Made worse by the closure of Greenbank Road, campaigners
say the installation has resulted in the increasing sounding of
horns by motorists, increasing levels of air pollution caused
by idling traffic, particularly during the evening commute

period, increasing risk to pedestrians and cyclists due to
speeding vehicles vying to reach the chicane, and an
unpleasant walking and cycling environment.
The petition suggests a series of solutions including that the
western pedestrian footpath is diverted around the viaduct
arch, either a supported raised gantry construction or of a
masonry construction; the removal of the current chicane and
the priority for right of way and the installation of a yellow
box junction to minimise risk of carriageway obstruction; a
pedestrian refuge approximately 50 metres south of the
viaduct plus a 20mph limit along the length of Royate Hill
and Gordon Road.
The ePetition can be viewed on the Bristol City
Council website and has so far been signed by more than 560
people.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Wise owls win free
museum membership
A Family Owl Treasure Hunt was organised by South
Gloucestershire Council’s Community Learning team for
the summer school holidays. Knitted owls were
distributed throughout Kingswood, in stores and other
locations.
Children were challenged to seek out the complete set,
and the successful youngsters were recently invited to an
award ceremony at Grimsbury Farm to receive their
certificates.
Kingswood Heritage Museum had offered a special prize
of a year's membership of the Friends of the Museum
with free entry for two for the year. The winner was
Kayla Kane, who was accompanied by her mother and
her brother, Cameron. The prize is shown being awarded
by South Gloucestershire Council’s Member for Schools,
Skills and Employment Erica Williams, and Sam Jones,
from the Community Learning team.
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Praise for homecare agency
which supports children
KIDS (South Gloucestershire), which provides a short
breaks service to children and young people with
physical and/or learning disabilities in their family
homes, has retained its Good rating from the Care
Quality Commission.
The service, based on the Kingswood Foundation Estate,
provides personal care and support for the youngsters to
participate in activities at home and within the local
community. At the recent inspection parents told the CQC
they were very happy with the support in place and trusted
the staff to support their child safely.

The report said each child/young person's support was
tailored to their needs and aspirations. The team had a
wealth of experience including nursery staff, teachers, and
health and social care professionals.
Staff were knowledgeable about the children they
supported and spoke about them really fondly. There was
good partnership working involving the child, their
families and health and social care professionals.
The charity KIDS runs services all over the country,
supporting more than 15,000 disabled children, young
people and their families.

Situations Vacant
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and
low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings
is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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Learn more about the
Battle of Lansdown
Bitton Parish History Group’s next talk is ‘The English Civil War including the Battle
of Lansdown Hill’ from Professor Ronald Hutton.
The meeting will be at 7pm for 7.30pm on Thursday 24th October in the community
hall at the rear of Redfield Edge School, Oldland Common.
To find out more about the group visit http://www.bittonhistory.org.uk or call the
secretary Mike Gates on 0117 9328777.

Public Notice

Lingerie shop in final
of UK competition
A nationally known and popular Keynsham store has
become a finalist in a UK and Ireland best lingerie
shop competition.
Perfect Fit in Temple Street could now go on to win
an ‘Excellence & Outstanding Achievement Award’
with public backing.
Those who want to support Debbie French and her
friendly team at Perfect Fit can vote online in the
Stars
best
shop
awards
www.starsunderlinesbestshopawards.com/starsexcellence-award/
Customers can also vote in person at Perfect Fit by
asking for a ballot form. The poll closes on Friday
8th November.

Fundraising coffee
mornings for Macmillan
Keynsham & District Dial-a-Ride will
be holding a coffee morning on Friday
4th October between 11am and 12.30pm
at their Sherwood Road offices.
Tea, coffee and cakes will be available for
a small donation.
Among the other local coffee mornings
being held as part of the World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning fundraiser is one at North
Common Village Hall this Friday (27th) at
11.30am. Everyone is welcome, as are
cake donations. There is also a coffee

morning with cake on Friday at Wick
Church Room from 10.30am to 11.45am
and at Hanham Community Centre from
9am to noon.
And Sturminster Community Association
in Sturminster Road, Stockwood, is
hosting a coffee morning at 10am this
Friday.
To find out more about other events taking
place locally, including how to host your
own
event,
visit
https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk/

Former Keynsham
councillor remembered
Former Keynsham councillor Maqsood
Zamir has died.
Maqsood was born in Pakistan in 1938 and
moved to the UK in 1960 to study gas
engineering at Enfield College of
Technology. He went on to have a very
successful career in the gas industry,
working for British Gas in Keynsham for
26 years.
He settled in Keynsham in 1977 and was
also a tireless worker within the wider
community. In 1984 he was appointed a
magistrate in Bristol and in 1988 he
undertook a study tour of the USA for the
Home Office. A year later he was
appointed a governor of Bristol
Polytechnic.
In 1991 he was elected as a Labour
councillor on Wansdyke District Council,
representing Keynsham South ward.
He served in this role until the demise of
Wansdyke Council in 1995. Maqsood took
this responsibility very seriously and
fought tirelessly for the residents of his

ward and the wider Keynsham community.
He was a strong supporter of equal
opportunities and the right of everyone to
reach their full potential, particularly
minority groups.
Maqsood was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
disease in 2014 and passed away at
Cholwell House Nursing Home at Temple
Cloud on September 14th.
He is survived by his wife Salma, whom
he married in 1964, his children Akbar and
Amina, and his grandchildren Leila and
Erin.

Deadline for
receipt of family
announcements
and public
notices is
4.30pm
on Friday
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Handyman

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

Driveways

Home
Maintenance

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Electrical

1 week - £21

Carpet Fitters

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Appliances

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Carpentry
Architectural
Services

Foot Health

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Locksmiths

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Guttering

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Plastering

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Painting
& Decorating

Skip Hire

Plumbers

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

Storage

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

£21.00

4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Tile Services
Windows & Doors

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Pregnancy
Massage
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
23

s.
rt
e
pe
th 1
ex
om # r
Fr ’s ve
UK keo
a
m

n
he
tc

Ki

REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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RUN
FAMILY SS
BUSINE

EST.

1999
®

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade, Gloucester Rd,
Bristol BS7 8AL

9.59/10

Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
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