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Ditch plans for 105,500 new homes and start again, say inspectors
The four West of England councils have been told by
government inspectors to rip up their Joint Spatial Plan
(JSP) and start again.
Some four years in the making and 16 months under
examination, the JSP was effectively the economic blueprint

for the region (Bristol, B&NES, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire) through to 2036 which had identified
locations for 105,500 new homes.
We reported in Issue 588 (7th August) that government
inspectors Malcolm Rivett and Steven Lee had expressed

serious concerns over many aspects of the plan following
public examination hearings held in June. A second round of
hearing scheduled for next month was also cancelled.
Now, the promised detailed explanation has been received
and the 14-page letter is severely critical of many aspects of
the plan. As their earlier notification had confirmed, the
inspectors’ most serious concern was that the selection
process of the Strategic Development Locations (SDL) was
not sufficiently robust. The plan had identified 12 SDLs
which were intended to accommodate the new housing
including ones at North Keynsham, Whitchurch and
Brislington. Five of the 12 SDLs also proposed building or
employment creation in the Green Belt and the inspectors
saw no evidence of the special circumstances required to
remove the land from these controls.
Most damningly, the inspectors have taken the view that so
much time and work would be required to re-work the JSP
to a position where it would pass examination that the four
councils and West of England Combined Authority (WECA)
are better off scrapping the plan and starting again.
In their letter they say: “The focus of this letter is primarily
on the key points which have led us to conclude that there
are very substantial soundness problems with the plan.
Nonetheless, for the reasons detailed above, we consider that
an enormous amount of work in relation to these issues alone
is needed to produce a plan for the West of England which is
likely to be capable of being found sound…Instead, we
believe that the councils need to return to the plan preparation
process and, with open minds, reconsider many fundamental
elements of the JSP.”
Continued on page 3
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Ditch plans for 105,500
new homes and start
again, say inspectors
Continued from page 1
WECA has acknowledged the report from
the inspectors and will be considering its
reply in the coming weeks. Closely linked to
the JSP was the Joint Local Transport Plan
(JTLP) which outlined the infrastructure
projects necessary to deliver the proposed
housing and employment opportunities.
This included light rail/metrobus schemes
including the A4 from Keynsham to Bristol
and the southern link road, dubbed the
‘Wrong Road’ by campaigners, from Hicks
Gate, Stockwood and Whitchurch to
Hengrove.
Some transport schemes are the subject of
WECA funding applications. It is too early

to know what effect the recommendation to
scrap the JSP will have on the four councils’
own Local Plans, which are informed by the
JSP, or indeed the JTLP itself.
In the meantime, B&NES councillor Paul
May, who represents Whitchurch Village and
Pensford, said: “I wish to thank the
communities for their support in fighting
against the JSP which started off by
suggesting 2,500 new homes at Whitchurch
Village.
“The formal process has been stopped by the
planning inspectors. A great relief for the
local communities and we await the four
councils and WECA responses in due
course.”

MPs lobby Minister for
new Junction 18a
MPs have lobbied the new
Transport Secretary to
support the campaign for an
M4 Junction 18a at
Emersons Green.
MPs Luke Hall, Chris
Skidmore and Jack Lopresti,
along with West of England
Mayor Tim Bowles, recently
From left, Luke Hall, Chris Skidmore, Tim Bowles,
met with new Transport
Grant Shapps, Baroness Vere & Jack Lopresti
Secretary Grant Shapps and
Roads Minister Baroness Vere to lobby for Option’ for the new junction next to the
funding to progress the next stage of Bristol and Bath Science Park. MPs had
technical work for the new motorway campaigned hard against the so-called
‘Eastern Option’, which would have
junction.
It follows a feasibility study which carved through the Green Belt around
eventually recommended the ‘Western Pucklechurch and Siston.

Call for highways
improvements on A4 corridor
At their meeting this month Saltford parish
councillors resolved that following a
motion by Duncan Hounsell they would
ask B&NES Council to formulate a
business case for highways improvements
on the A4 and A39 corridor to improve
traffic flow.

This would include a major upgrade of the
Globe roundabout at Newton St Loe and
the Broadmead roundabout in Keynsham.
Funding to carry out the works should be
sought from the West of England
Combined Authority, says the parish
council.

Wool for
knitting groups
25 cones of various colour
wool free to any knitting
club or group. 2-ply wool
for knitting machine.
Contact The Week In for
details 0117 9860381
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Avon Valley Railway is turning the
clocks back for a weekend of vintage fun
and a look at what life was like during
the Second World War.
The event takes place at the heritage
railway in Bitton this weekend (21st and
22nd September).
The station car park will be full of military
vehicles and re-enactor displays. There will
be 1940s-style entertainment from Jayne
Darling providing a touch of ’40s glamour
to Bitton Station throughout the weekend
and the Goodnight Sweethearts.
You can keep an eye out for ‘Sir Winston
Churchill’ who will arrive and depart the
railway each day in a military convoy and
will give speeches during the day.
New for 2019 will be a replica Spitfire, the

only replica in the world with a working
Rolls-Royce engine. The old red fire engine
from the Fry’s factory site in Keynsham
will also be on display. It has recently
returned to Bristol after a 30-year absence
and will be on show alongside the Fry’s
locomotive which the railway has recently
completed restoring. Parking for this
weekend will be in Keynsham at the car
park opposite the Lock Keeper pub with a
free vintage bus transfer to Bitton Station.
Follow the yellow Avon Valley Railway
event signs. Tickets for the event cost £11
for adults, £10 concessions and £9 for
children, with a family ticket (two adults
and up to four children) costing £35.
Trains depart from 10.30am with a regular
service throughout the day.

Government funding
to tackle Railway
Path problems
Sustrans, the charity which makes it easier
for people to walk and cycle, has secured
£1.1m of funding from the Department for
Transport for a project to tackle issues
including anti-social behaviour and conflict
between Bristol and Bath Railway Path
users. James Cleeton, the England Director
South at Sustrans, said the project involves
a community co-discover, co-prioritise and
co-design process between Trinity Road at
Easton and Clay Bottom at Fishponds.
It will be delivered by Sustrans in

partnership with the communities that use
and want to use the path, and Bristol City
Council. Mr Cleeton said: “We will work
with all of the communities who use the
Bristol and Bath Railway Path to redesign
and reshape it so that its value to people,
wildlife, its localities and the region as a
whole is enhanced and protected for
generations to come.”
There will be a community meeting on
Friday 18th October at 7pm at Easton
Community Centre.
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Keynsham gets share of £95m
historic high streets fund
Keynsham has been named as one of 69
historic towns across the country that will
benefit from a £95m heritage boost for
high streets.
The South West that will receive £13.7m of
the fund and Midsomer Norton is also due to
benefit along with other towns including
Weston-super-Mare.
The money is coming from the Department
for Digital, Culture Media and Sport’s
Heritage High Street Fund, the Ministry of
Housing,
Communities
and
Local
Government’s Future High Street Fund as
well as the National Lottery Heritage Fund.
The funding is intended to be used for a
variety of projects, including:
• To complete essential repair works in
historic buildings and reveal hidden and
forgotten features of buildings by restoring
shop-fronts and facades.
• Stimulate commercial investment in high
streets by demonstrating how historic sites
can be successfully repurposed.
• Develop education projects and bespoke

events to help reposition historic buildings
as community hubs at the heart of local
towns and villages.
• Help address the UK wide skills shortage
of heritage professionals in expert fields like
stonemasonry and conservation by providing
local property owners, residents and
businesses with the opportunity to train in
these areas.
After public consultation last winter on
improvements to Keynsham High Street,
B&NES Council approved a £1.69m plan to
improve the pavements, signage and street
furniture. A business case was drawn up for
£1.5m from the West of England Local
Enterprise Partnership for £1.5m with the
balance coming from Section 106 developer
contributions.
At the time of going to press, no more details
were available about the money awarded to
Keynsham or what it will be spent on.
Paul Crossley, B&NES Council Cabinet
Member for Communities, was however
delighted with the news: “This really is
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excellent news for Midsomer Norton and
Keynsham. The funding will enable us to
care for the historic environment in these two
special towns which each have their own
strong sense of identity. If we are to address
the climate emergency historic towns such
as these need to thrive as hubs for the
community.
“As the schemes progress, we will work with
residents and the town councils to listen to

their views on how we can enhance the
identity of their historic towns.
In Keynsham we are looking at rejuvenating
the High Street along its entirety with
better pavements, signage and street
furniture.
“We will also work in partnership with
traders to restore historic shopfronts and
develop more community involvement and
events in the High Street.”
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Indian restaurant gets
Tory leader
worst food hygiene rating Labour and
The Mughal Palace in Barrs Court has
been given the worst food hygiene
rating - but customers are rallying to
support the Indian restaurant and
takeaway.
The Food Hygiene Rating Scheme
gives businesses a rating from 5 down
to zero which is displayed at their
premises and online so that people can
make more informed choices about
where to buy and eat food.
The Mughal Palace at the Barrs Court
Inn in Stephens Drive was visited in
early August by an environmental
health
inspector
from
South
Gloucestershire Council and given a 0
rating,
which
means
urgent
improvement is needed (within 24
hours).
The restaurant was ordered to get a
written food management system in
use, ensure up to date and accurate
allergen information is recorded and
put practices in place to prevent crosscontamination.
The inspector ordered the restaurant to
stop the unhygienic practice of raw
preparation in the service area and
ensure that the correct boards are used
– i.e. red for raw meat.
The management were also told to
discard mouldy bhajis and replace old
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The Labour Group on South Gloucestershire Council
have accused the Conservative administration of
stripping research and scrutiny support to the
opposition - as well as “arrogantly” seeking to award
extra payments for three Tory councillors.
Labour say the extra allowance will be paid to three
Conservative councillors, who will not sit on the Cabinet
but will give political advice to Cabinet Members and
Conservative backbenchers - despite the ruling group
already having the machinery of the Tory-run council “at
their bidding” including maintaining a full-time political
assistant.
In a statement Labour said: “In a calculated attempt to
weaken scrutiny of the Conservative administration, Cllr
Toby Savage, the leader of the council, has stripped
support given by a dedicated assistant provided to each of
the two opposition groups.
and damaged food containers.
The report also called for thorough
cleaning and disinfecting of surfaces
using the correct disposable cloths.
A South Gloucestershire Council said:
“We take part in the National Food
Hygiene Rating Scheme developed by
the Food Standards Agency (FSA) in
conjunction with local authorities. Food
outlets are inspected by our
environmental health officers to check
that their hygiene standards meet legal
requirements.
“Inspections are rated on a scale
ranging from zero to five, with five
being the highest and described as
‘very good’. A premises with a
rating of three is generally seen as
being satisfactory, but any premises
with a rating below this requires
improvements to be made. A zero
rating is classed as ‘urgent
improvement required’.
“Food business operators can
contact us to be re-inspected by
phoning
us
or
emailing
foodandhealth@southglos.gov.uk
and ask for a re-inspection form.
They
must
prove
that
improvements
have
been
maintained and pay a fee in order
to receive a new full inspection and
rating assessment.”
The council said the 21-day appeal
period had passed and no appeal
had been received against the
rating.
A reassessment is allowed under
the scheme where food business
operators believe they have made

sufficient improvements and a higher
rating is now appropriate. However, the
council says it has not received any
application for the rating to be reassessed.
Writing on Facebook, one fan of the
Mughal Palace said: “I have been a
customer there for ages and have never
had a problem with any food either in
the restaurant or takeaway (apart from
a forgotten naan bread once)…I will
continue to eat there and have just
enjoyed another excellent takeaway. I
was sad to see this evening that it was
almost empty, the owner told me that
the comments on Facebook have
caused this, but some loyal customers
have contacted him and pledged to
continue using him, I will be one of
them.”
Another wrote: “Had my usual weekly
takeaway last night, food amazing as
usual, customer service exemplary,
would always recommend.”
Mughal Palace management said on
Facebook:
“We
had
some
issues/problems
which
were
predominately admin about a month
ago.
“These have now all been addressed
and resolved. We are currently waiting
for the council to do a revisit but
unfortunately we do not know when
that will be.
“In the meantime, if anyone would like
to come and see our restaurant, mainly
the kitchen, you are more than
welcome to do so.”
Ratings
can
be
viewed
at
www.food.gov.uk/ratings

Toby Savage

“This support is used to provide research assistance to
hold the council’s Cabinet to account, ensure the best
possible decisions are made and provide robust checks and
balances on behalf of South Glos residents.”
Labour say that legal advice provided to their group leader
Pat Rooney suggests that the “savage attack on democratic
and governance support is questionable and has left the
council vulnerable to a costly legal challenge”.
Cllr Rooney said: “This Conservative council is
continuing to restrict effective scrutiny which is
considered to be an essential part of an effective and
accountable system of governance.”

Pat Rooney
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under fire from
Lib Dems
She added: “The Tory leader is wielding an autocratic,
egotistical behaviour which is removing all scope and
capacity for any robust challenge.”
In response, a Conservative Group spokesperson said:
“The Labour Group’s claim that support is being ‘stripped’
is shockingly misleading as all political groups will still
retain access to their own political assistant.
“The purpose of the political assistants is to provide
support to the members of their political group in
discharging any of their functions as members of council,
and, given the substantial difference in size and role of
each following the election – with there being twice as
many Conservative councillors as Lib Dem and three
times as many as Labour – it is unfair to ask one member
of staff to do up to three times the work of another whilst
in the exact same role. Introducing proportionality to the
role is reasonable and saves money.
“This decision has no relationship to potential Special
Responsibility Allowances for Cabinet Assistants, as these
proposals have come through an independent panel and
would be financed through the recent reduction in
numbers of the Cabinet. No decision has been made on
this as it would subject to a vote by the Full Council.
“Meanwhile, the savings made through the restructuring
of the political assistant role, a decision that has already
been taken, are intended to be invested directly into further
officer support for the cross-party Scrutiny Commission.”
Claire Young, Lib Dem Group leader commented: “Toby
Savage isn't respecting normal council arrangements any
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… and Council
leader works part
time for MP

Claire Young

more than Boris Johnson is respecting Parliamentary ones.
"It's vital in a democracy that the opposition can hold the
executive to account. The Tory administration has a fulltime research officer plus all the council officers to work
on their ideas, do the research and write reports for them
and yet they still want additional paid deputy Cabinet
Members. We don't think it's too much to ask that we keep
one dedicated full-time research officer to help us
challenge what they are doing and develop our own
policies and budget.
"It's disgraceful that since they brought back the Cabinet
system over two years ago, we have had no dedicated
scrutiny officer but a promise of one should not be used
as a smokescreen. The researchers perform a different
role. A better way to fund the scrutiny officer would be to
divert the public money he’s now spending on the new
South Glos newsletter, which seems to be little more than
another Tory propaganda leaflet."

South Gloucestershire Council leader Toby Savage
also has a part-time job, working in the office of MP
Chris Skidmore.
Councillors are obliged to declare any sources of
income from employments in the Register of Interests
which is available to view on the council website. The
council leader has included a pecuniary interest as
employment in the “office of Chris Skidmore. Parttime/office support”.
All elected South Gloucestershire councillors receive
an allowance of £11,870. Additional duties and
responsibilities also qualify for allowances. The six
executive council Cabinet roles each receive an
allowance of £11,870 while the leader of the council
receives £22,553.
Cllr Savage took over as council leader from Matthew
Riddle in 2018. After this year’s local elections, he was
re-elected as leader in May. Currently, he also holds
the Cabinet portfolio for Local Economy &
Devolution.
Councillors are entitled to engage in full or part-time
employment during office but are required to declare
those sources of income. It is not unheard of for
councillors to work for their local MP. The South
Gloucestershire Council Register of Interests does not
detail the extent of the work its leader carries out for
the Kingswood MP, nor what the role entails.
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Call-in for police station
redevelopment plan
The application to build flats on the site of the former
Keynsham police station has been referred for
consideration by B&NES Council’s Planning Committee.
Ward councillor Andy Wait made the request after revised
plans submitted by Clevedon-based developers Hawkfield
Homes last month were roundly objected to by Keynsham
Town Council.
We reported in Issue 571 (10th April) that plans had been
submitted for 30 flats in two buildings on either side of the
New Kingdom Hall. At that time, only 37 parking spaces
were included in the scheme even though the developers
acknowledged B&NES Council’s minimum residential
standards required 53. The scale of the development was also
widely criticised with a number of objections from local
residents.
Last month, the developers submitted revised plans in which
the overall number of flats had been reduced to 26 and the
number of parking spaces increased to 43. These proposals
were still unacceptable to Keynsham Town Council which
last week objected on the grounds of the scale,
overdevelopment, the number of parking spaces, access on
an arterial route and a design not in keeping with the local
surroundings.
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The front, and smaller building, on
what is currently a car park fronting
Bath Hill lies within Keynsham
Conservation Area. The larger
building, on the far side of the New
Kingdom Hall and where the former
police station stands, does not. This
larger building overlooks Dragons
Hill Court and residents there have
complained they will be overlooked,
even with the revised designs.
B&NES
Council’s
highways
department considers the revised
ratio of parking spaces to flats
appropriate for this type of
development but has raised issues
over pedestrian safety in the new
parking
layout.
Since
the
controversy over the Keynsham one-way system and air
quality monitoring, Bath Hill has become one of the areas
considered to have suffered from increased congestion.
Curiously, in the transport assessment provided by
consultants Cotswold Transport Planning to support the

planning application, it is described as “a minor road which
provides a link between High Street and Bath Road”.
If the request for call-in is accepted by B&NES’ Planning
Committee chair, the application is most likely to be heard
at the October meeting.
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Fury at plans to ban community
from popular field
Plans to fence off the field next to Redfield Edge Primary
School have led to many objections and anger at the lack
of community consultation.
Although officially a school playing field, shared by Redfield
Edge and The Sir Bernard Lovell Academy (part of the
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust), it has been well used for
decades by people in the Oldland Common and North
Common area for play, ball games and dog walking.
Local people tried but failed in 2010 to get the land registered
as a village green. Then in 2011 the public footpath that
crosses the field was officially diverted around the edge and
the plan is to finally implement that order and put up twometre high security fencing and gates.
The application has been lodged by South Gloucestershire
Council’s property services department. It states that dog
walking results in fouling, and unrestricted access to the field
makes it difficult in terms of safeguarding of pupils.
The scheme is being overseen by South Gloucestershire’s
schools projects commissioning officer, working with
Redfield Edge Primary School, The Sir Bernard Lovell
Academy (SBL) and Bitton Parish Council. The parish
council leases part of the field in conjunction with its new
community building and says a fence will also help stop
problems with anti-social behaviour there.
Several unhappy residents attended the parish council’s
planning committee meeting on Monday night when there
was a heated discussion. The lack of public consultation was
criticised at the meeting with people saying that Redfield
Edge has not notified parents and that no official signs have
gone up around the site to alert users.
Some objectors pointed out that if safety and dog mess are
such issues, why has it taken eight years since the diversion
was agreed to sort out a fence.
Parish councillor Jane Allinson told the meeting that funding
for the fencing was coming from Academy funds,

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
funding and the ‘sugar tax’ which aims to
help to tackle childhood obesity. This
prompted scorn from some members of the
public at the meeting who said the fence
will actually prevent young people from
accessing a playing field to exercise.
There have also been many objections
lodged on South Glos Council’s planning
portal website in response to the fencing,
including this: “As a local resident, the joy
I feel at seeing the field used by the local community for
healthy exercise far outweighs any problems it causes. The
field can currently be accessed without crossing the main
road by hundreds of children from North Common… Any
planner who agrees to this proposal should hang their head
in shame at denying the local community a great resource.”
Another says: “It will turn the local area into a prison, a
ridiculous and unnecessary eyesore. It will take away the one
and only playing field in North Common.”
Some people suggest that as a compromise, access to at least
part of the field is allowed during evenings and weekends,
rather than deprive the community of another green space
(the neighbouring field owned by SBL is leased to Warmley
Rangers FC and is fenced off to the public.
But there is also support for the proposed fencing, including
this from a parent of a child at Redfield Edge: “This field is
private land for the use of the school…I have huge concerns
about the safety of the children as it is open with many exits.
Children are watched by adults, however the risks of one
managing to wonder off or a stranger approaching children
support the need for fencing. The field is used by dog
walkers. They have no regard for children walking dogs on
the field while the children play in the summer…The
children should be able to use their school field without

Sudoku
1-Easy

Some of the local people who are unhappy
at plans to restrict public access

worry of stepping in dog muck or rolling on grass covered
in dog urine. My daughter contracted Lyme disease from a
tick bite on the school field this summer. I have no doubt the
presence of dogs was a factor in the presence of the tick.”
One section of the diverted pathway takes it along the
vehicular access that runs past Redfield Edge to the new
community building and Warmley Rangers’ club building.
Some people at the meeting, including parent Dave Britton,
highlighted concerns about the safety of pedestrians along
there and said that the official diversion was agreed before
the community building and Warmley Rangers were there.
Parish councillors acknowledged the concerns of objectors
and Cllr Allinson advised people to ask their representatives
on South Glos Council – Paul Hughes and Erica Williams –
‘call in’ the plans so that the decision is made by councillors
at a meeting the public can attend, rather than being delegated
to planning officers.
Since Monday’s meeting the parish council’s clerk has
contacted South Glos Council and the schools asking for a
public meeting to be arranged as soon as possible. She says
that once arranged, details will be put on noticeboards and
on the parish council’s website.
The planning reference number is P19/11035/R3F and the
deadline for comments is 3rd October.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 22nd September

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Don’t dump this problem
in South Glos
Dear Editor
So, a new bridge is to be built spanning the
Avon from Saltford to Swineford. The
question I ask myself is, why is this
necessary? Why when the infrastructure is
already in place and has been operating
successfully for many, many years is there
now a need to re-route the system and
undertake a large construction programme.
The answer seems to me that once again the
‘sacred’ village of Saltford has had enough
of the system and wants to dump the issue to
the South Glos side of the river. Now I may
not have a degree in Civil Engineering, but I
do know that a bridge normally comes with
two ends and in this instance, one is
within B&NES control and the other in
South Glos. However, it seems that only one
of these councils has any say in the planning
procedures and guess which one it is,
B&NES, that’s right, the Saltford A4 side.
So South Glos have no say in the planning
but the constituents of Swineford, Bitton and
the surrounding area, not to mention the
many commuters using the A431, will have
to endure two years (let’s face it 15 – 18
months is just not going to happen, is it?) of
HGV trucks trundling through their villages
along the already dilapidated A431, a stretch
of road that hasn’t seen any investment in its
upkeep for decades and is in places literally

bridge is built at all. Has anyone asked

Previously I was told to contact the

to give a 30-minute service along the A431

themselves how will the junction/s to and

Environment Agency and the Canal & River

from Bath to Cherry Gardens, which can

from the bridge operate? A traffic light

Trust.

only be of benefit to residents and increase

system will only cause congestion, pollution

Now that the council and the Environment

the numbers travelling by bus.

and delays, something that all councils are

Agency are involved, perhaps something

Roger Coales

supposedly trying to avoid.

will be done.

Oldland Common

Whilst we are faced with this situation on the

Thanks again to Andy Wait.

A431 side of the river, the A4 Saltford side

Irene, Keynsham

False argument

seems to be in a continual loop of upkeep
and investment as it passes through the
‘velvet’ village of Saltford. A cynical view
indeed you say but on an almost monthly
basis we read that residents of Saltford want
their railway station back in service but don’t
want a theme park at Avon Valley, want its
library and Post Office (quite rightly) but
don’t want any housing development in the
area and now don’t want the traffic from the
Wessex Water treatment plant even though
they have been using this route for many
years.
What they do want is to pass it over to the
other side of the river to an area of
‘Outstanding Natural Beauty’ and to the door
of a council that has no clout, but don’t
despair as “B&NES Council has already
screened

the

proposals

from

an

environmental point of view and says there
would be no significant impacts”! There
certainly won’t be on the A4 Saltford side of
the river.
Pardon the pun, but I for one think this
situation stinks!
I Culver, Longwell Green

Dear Editor

Concern at timetable
changes to 37 bus

I completely fail to see how the one-way
system discourages potential visitors to
Keynsham High Street from coming to enjoy

Dear Editor
What has happened to the 37 bus timetable?
As background, the 37 and 19 services
follow the same route from Bath, through
Swineford and Bitton to Cherry Gardens.
Here the routes diverge, with the 37
continuing via Longwell Green and Hanham
into Bristol, while the 19 goes to Cribbs
Causeway via Kingswood and Downend.
Both services operate on an hourly basis
until the early evening Monday – Saturday.
This clearly gives the potential along the
common part of the routes to offer residents
a 30-minute service, by running the two

their coffee among less noise and pollution
from

cars,

i.e.

in

more

civilised

surroundings. Coming from either Bath or
Bristol or Keynsham itself they can both go
around to Ashton Way and park their cars in
the big car park and then allow their legs a
two-minute walk to the High Street before
they again become inactivated.
To suggest that the one-way system
discourages

people

from

coming

to

Keynsham for coffee or anything else is a
totally false argument that insults our
intelligence.
And a final point. Do we want to further

services a half-hour apart.
However, this month there has been a
significant, serious and detrimental change.
Now, for much of the day, the 19 and 37
buses are leaving Bath at the same, meaning
that there is a gap of an hour in services from
Bath to Kelston, Swineford, Bitton and
Cherry Gardens. The timetable for travel

encourage a selfish, lazy culture that says ‘I
want, I want’, with no effort on my part at
all. Could that be a reason on a wider scale
why the environment and the planet are
slowly being destroyed?
A Keynsham resident

only a few minutes between the 19 and 37

Pavements are for
pedestrians

rutted.

Thanks to councillor

services.

Dear Editor

How on earth the road will cope with months

Dear Editor

It is hard to understand why these changes

The Kings Chase Shopping Centre is

and months of heavy construction traffic and

Further to my letter published in The Week

have been made. A cynic might suggest that

supposed to be a pedestrian-friendly area.

then the continual stream of Wessex Water

In Issue 593, I would like to take this

this change is the prelude to First Bus

However,

waste lorries is beyond me. It will need a

opportunity to thank Andy Wait for getting

announcing the removal of one of these

continually use the pavements as parking

huge initial investment and continued

B&NES Council involved regarding the

services. I very much hope this is not the

places for unloading.

upkeep funded by a council and constituents

stream that runs along the footpath near the

case and I would like to see the restoration

This is despite the fact that there is of course,

that have no say whatsoever in whether the

Wellsway School playing fields.

of a more rational timetable on the 37 route

a large car park and service area at the rear.

falling to pieces with large potholes,
carriage surfaces totally degraded and badly
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towards Bath presents a similar picture, with

delivery

vans

and

taxis,
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LETTERS
Squad’ officer! Finally, the caller stressed

relatives in Clevedon both before and during

the new test and shows that there is little

that my friend was not, under any

the war.

support from school leaders for its wider

circumstances, to call anyone else as this

I remember paddling in the shallow end of

implementation.

might jeopardise the operation.

Marine Lake and later when I got older

We recommend that the test is scrapped

Thankfully, although my friend half believed

diving off the diving boards at the deep end.

immediately.

the story, she was sufficiently in doubt to

There were also paddle and rowing boats

Paul Whiteman

break the ‘don’t call anyone’ order and

there as well, where my younger brother and

General Secretary of school leaders’ union

phoned me, whereupon I told her that it was

I spent many happy hours.

NAHT

I hope someone with authority will take note

undoubtedly a confidence trick.

Then there were the swings and roundabouts

of this and put a stop to it before the

I went straight to my friend’s home and,

on the Salthouse field, again great fun when

Sign of the times

pavements suffer more damage, or worse

shortly after, the conwoman called again. An

we had no pennies left for the boats.

Dear Editor

still, someone is injured.

attempt to lure the woman into agreeing to

On the opposite corner on what is now a

A talented, now dead, Hungarian author and

Pavements are for pedestrians.

meet at the Santander branch some three

petrol station there were little motorised

broadcaster, George Mikes, moved from his

MB, Kingswood

hours later failed. Our idea had been to play

single-seat racing cars. I wasn't allowed on

birth country to Britain in 1946 and with

for that time delay, in the hope that we could

them, that was for when I was older, but of

great success adopted its quirks and

then get the (real) police there to arrest this

course Mr Hitler intervened so I never got to

language.

wicked fraudster and, hopefully, any

ride on them.

He once commented: "Street names should

accomplice she might have.

I also remember playing bowls on the front

be painted clearly and distinctly on large

Sadly, the conwoman smelt a rat herself and

with my father and uncle.

boards. Then hide these boards carefully.”

continued to insist the rendezvous must be

Thank you Christine for helping bring back

Sounds just like our road signage system all

within the following hour, not enough time,

all those memories. By the way, my mother

those years later!

we felt, to arrange our trap. So, I had to be

was a Rogers too.

Nothing changes.

content in telling her, in forthright terms, that

Jim Fletcher

Alan Elkan, Downend

Beware conwoman
phone caller
Dear Sir
A friend of mine, an 82-year-old lady living
alone, called me a few days ago in an
obvious state of distress, struggling for
breath and to find words to express herself.
She eventually managed to explain that she’d
just had a phone call from a very
professional sounding woman who claimed
to be calling from Santander to tell her that
an amount of £400 had been fraudulently
taken from her account. The caller asked for
her help in catching the thief. She explained
that she would like my friend to go to the
Kingswood branch of Santander within the
following hour, where a member of the
Fraud Squad would meet her.
She asked my friend to describe what she
would be wearing so the officer would
recognise her. On meeting her, he would also
give her a password which, conveniently,

she should go away and try conning some
other poor soul as we had rumbled her.
A trip to Santander later that day confirmed
that there had been no £400 fraudulent
withdrawal from my friend’s account and
that the phone call had not been genuine.
Interestingly, the branch manager said that,
if we had been able to alert him or his staff
in time to set a trap, they do have such a
procedure in place….one which does involve
the police being in wait for the fraudster.
If only we’d known!
Mr S Williams

Extra maths test is a
waste of money
Dear Sir
Next June the government will require all
nine-year-olds to sit a new test to prove their
knowledge of times tables.
While being able to recall tables does help
with more complicated maths problems,
schools already teach and assess this ability
throughout a child’s education.
This extra test, which will cost millions to
administer, will not tell schools or parents
anything they do not already know about a

birth.

Clevedon article sparks
happy memories

The caller then said that my friend should

Dear Editor

money.

enter the branch and proceed to transfer

I enjoyed reading Christine Rogers’ article

The National Association of Head Teachers

£10,000 to a savings account, the number of

about Clevedon in Issue 593 and it brought

has published a report that reveals the

which would be given to her by the ‘Fraud

back many happy memories. I used to visit

problems faced by those schools that trialled

would be my friend’s initials and date of
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pupil’s mathematical ability, and many are
concerned that it is a pointless waste of

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any political
or commercial interest. We aim to produce
a balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try
to keep letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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‘Lack of transparency’
over plans for new bridge
Bitton Village Residents’ Association has raised concerns
about the proposal for a new bridge over the River Avon
and the “lack of transparency” in the way it has been
handled so far.
As we reported in Issue 589, the bridge would serve Wessex
Water’s Mead Lane treatment plant at Saltford, which takes
sewage from the Bath and Keynsham areas.
It would remove heavy vehicles from using the A4 and
narrow lanes of the Saltford Conservation Area and send
them instead along the A431 in the neighbouring district of
South Gloucestershire. The existing Mead Lane access route
would remain open for light vehicles.
Wessex Water has not submitted a planning application as yet
for the bridge, which would be 25ft high (more than 7.5
metres). However earlier this summer B&NES Council was
asked to screen the proposals from an environmental point of
view and ruled that there would be no significant impact.
But South Gloucestershire Council was not officially
consulted about the screening, even though the river is the
boundary between the two districts and the proposals include
a new junction on the A431 just south of Swineford with an
access road to the bridge crossing land that lies in the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
The building phase of the road and bridge would involve
approximately 25 construction vehicles attending the site per
day for up to 18 months.
In our front page story in Issue 589, a Wessex spokesperson

Crossword

Credit: Atkins

said that if the company went ahead with a planning
application, it would be lodged with B&NES Council, but
that South Glos Council would be consulted, adding: “Once
we have explored all options we would let local people know
should we go ahead with any plans.”
Now Bitton Village Residents’ Association (BVRA), which
also looks after the interests of the neighbouring village of
Swineford, has written to the chief executive of Wessex Water
and the chief executives of both B&NES and South Glos
councils to pass on local people’s “extreme concerns” about
the proposal.
Andrew Ward, the chair of the BVRA, said: “Detailed
internal discussion appears to have taken place between
B&NES Council and Wessex Water but as far as we are aware
no consultations have taken place outside the B&NES
immediate area that potentially will experience the most
significant negative consequences of any implementation of
the proposal. South Gloucestershire Council and Bitton

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Huge (8)

1. Wheedle (4)

5. Freshwater fish (4)

2. Fall away (5)

9. Implemented (7)

3. Whine (6)

10. Weary (5)

4. Assistant (4)

11. Pivoting bar (5)

6. Appal (7)

13. Ocean trip (6)

7. Saved (8)

15. Cotton textile (5)

8. Put away (5)

17. Dutch cheese (4)

12. Challenger (5)

19. By way of (3)

13. Category (5)

20. Levee (4)

14. Audacity (8)

21. Severe (5)

16. Knight's title (3)

23. Glossy coating (6)

18. Lawlessness (7)

24. Drench (5)

21. Core (5)

28. Bring upon
oneself (5)

22. Reverence (6)

29. Sustained
applause (7)

26. Thwart (4)

30. Stringed toy (2-2)
31. Having no idea (8)

12

25. Pigs (5)
27. Burden (4)

Parish Council seemed equally unsighted on this.”
He said consequences include heavy traffic transferring onto
the A431 and routes from Bristol, environmental impact to
the Swineford side of the River Avon, and increased flood
risk.
“I wish, on behalf of the BVRA to ensure that you are aware
of residents’ very significant concerns, their disquiet at the
apparent lack of transparency about the proposal and at the
perceived cavalier attitude that has been taken with regard
to the need to assess the impact to the north and east of the
River Avon.”
He also asked that the BVRA, Bitton Parish Council and
South Gloucestershire Council are all communicated with
and kept up to date on intentions and associated consultations,
and that residents must be allowed to participate in proposals
of such significance.
The matter has also generated letters to The Week In in recent
weeks including one on page 10 in this issue.

Bungalows
planned for garden
An application has been lodged with B&NES Council
to build two bungalows in the garden behind an
existing bungalow at 31 Torridge Road, Keynsham.
The plan is to demolish the existing garage adjacent
to the existing bungalow and construct two threebedroom properties and double garages on the land
behind it. The development will require a new
drainage connection to the main sewer.
B&NES highways department has approved the new
driveway and parking arrangements for six vehicles
on the site but has requested more information on the
applicant’s plans to alter the entrance on Torridge
Road. In asking for a plan to demonstrate how
visibility will be improved, it anticipates work will
have to be carried out on the boundary hedge.
Keynsham Town Council has supported the
application. The deadline for public comment is this
week (19th September) and the reference is
19/03720/FUL.
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Reducing plastic waste is just the
start if we are to reduce emissions
Last year, Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers went on the
trail of our household recycling in a small series of
articles. One of his most surprising discoveries was just
how much of the waste that came into the recovery centre
in Avonmouth, went out again to ‘energy recovery’ – i.e.
incineration.
Last month, we reported that our local councils had entered
into an arrangement to have ‘black bin’ and local amenity
centre waste incinerated locally, rather than loaded onto ships
to be burnt in Scandinavia.
As a nation, we tend to pat ourselves on the back for
‘recycling’ more than 45% of our household waste. But that
is the figure we ‘send’ for recycling. The reality is that in
Britain we produce far more waste than we can process and
the response has often been to ship it off to the Far East where
it is out of sight and out of mind. That’s changing now
though. Last year, China banned the import of plastic waste
and other nations including Malaysia and Thailand are
beginning to clamp down on imports following high-profile
media exposés of waste being burned on open fires or
shovelled into holes in the ground.
Waste recycling has become a global industry. But global
industries are subject to market forces which decide the
materials that are worth recycling and those that are not.
While the government published plans last year for a
comprehensive waste strategy, currently decisions on what
happens to our waste are taken by individual councils with
differing approaches and outcomes.
By far the biggest conundrum for the recycling industry is
plastic. Relatively cheap to produce – often using fracked
shale gas imported from the US – there are several different
grades of household plastic and a lot is contaminated by food
waste. This is what makes plastic so difficult to recycle or the
process financially unsustainable. Despite sending high
volumes to be recycled in this country, experts reckon that as
little as 9% of more than 8 billion tonnes of plastic produced
worldwide has actually been recycled.

Technological advances are having an
impact. Schemes such as the Tesco
plastic wrapping trial at Keynsham are
linked to a chemical recycling process
to produce gas and oil. Like
incineration of non-recyclable waste,
the process requires energy to heat the
plastics before they can be separated.
The alternatives of landfill or shipping
to a ‘developing’ nation are however
far worse.
The simpler solution is to use less
plastic in the first place. While it can’t
simply be un-invented, in many walks
of life plastic has too easily become a
convenience that we can probably do
without. The impact of the plastic bag tax has had an
immediate and dramatic effect on how we shop.
B&NES Council has recently launched its 'Plastic Free
Communities' scheme and is asking businesses,
organisations, schools, clubs and community groups to take
action to reduce excessive and unnecessary single-use
plastics.
But there is a simpler, behavioural change that we all need to
consider. While schemes such as the Tesco plastic wrapping
trial have been overwhelmed, inside the supermarkets it is
still more attractive (and usually cheaper) to buy a prepackaged meat or vegetables (and subsequently throw away
what you haven’t used) than buying precisely what you do
need loose.
Small shops like Conscience Foods & Lifestyle in Keynsham
High Street sell products such as cereal where you can fill up
your own container. Larger supermarkets, sensing a potential
sales opportunity, are likewise beginning to trial similar
schemes. Already in France there is a system where you can
buy branded products in re-usable containers by paying a
deposit. Empties are then collected by courier or can be

dropped off at participating stores.
The plastic bag tax demonstrated that consumers can quickly
change their habits, and that is possibly a precursor to even
greater behavioural changes which may be needed in future.
Currently in this country we produce more than a kilo of
waste per person per day.
But plastic, or indeed waste, is the least of our concerns if
Britain is to even come near the government’s pledge to
achieve net zero emissions by 2050. The government’s chief
environmental scientist Prof Sir Ian Boyd recently warned
that our behavioural changes would have to include buying
fewer clothes, eating less red meat and using less transport.
In a final interview with the BBC before leaving his post last
month he said consumption is the biggest generator of
emissions. Suggesting modern communications should
reduce the need to travel and a new taxation system that
would reward people with low-carbon lifestyles, Sir Ian
feared that not only would government policy have to change
in a number or areas, but the population will have to become
more frugal in its outlook towards aspects of daily life that
we currently take for granted.

Raising funds for festive
decorations for Mangotsfield
A crowdfunding campaign has been launched to help
fund Christmas lights and create a Nativity scene in
Mangotsfield.
The Mangotsfield Residents’ Association was set up to
try, over time, to make the village a better place to live.
One active project is to renovate the old Dame School
and its garden.
The association says this is going well and would make
a great location for a village Nativity scene and
somewhere to hold a Christmas carol service. Members
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also want to put more Christmas lights up in the village.
They already have about £1,600 with more pledged, but
say they need another £500 to reach their £2,500 target.
If they exceed the target they will use that money to
continue to improve the local area, such as by providing
flower planters.
More than £100 has been raised so far on the JustGiving
site towards the £500 target. To donate visit
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/mangotsfiel
dnativity
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Victory for campaigners as council
says path can be added to the map
A well-used path in Warmley - which is currently
inaccessible because developers have blocked it - can be
added to the map, South Gloucestershire councillors have
decided.
Last Thursday’s meeting of the Public Rights of Way and
Commons Registration Sub-Committee heard the case for the
claimed route, which runs from Goldney Avenue to the
historic Dramway, and agreed that there was enough evidence
of use, dating back to 1950.
The path runs along the track between 20 and 22 Goldney
Avenue in a south-westerly direction for about 75 metres, past
a row of old Merlin Housing Association garages and down
a bank to join the Dramway footpath.
The council received testimony from 40 people that there is
a path across the site that has been in constant use. No
response was received from the landowner.
The report to councillors said the vacant garage area and track
were purchased by a developer in March 2018. According to
local residents, the new owner cut down several trees the
following month and blocked the claimed route with
branches. These were removed by residents to regain access.
Then in September of last year an outline planning
application was submitted to the council to develop the
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garage area for eight homes. It made no provision for public
access through the site to reach the Dramway footpath and
this prompted local residents to question the status of the
claimed route.
The plans were withdrawn shortly afterwards on the advice
of the council’s planning department. As well as saying that
the proposals failed to take into account public access to the
Dramway, council officers weren’t happy with the proposed
layout of homes and parking, said no tree survey had been
included and that the garages had been swept to remove any
evidence of roosting bats. The Coal Authority was also
concerned about old mine workings in the area.
A second attempt to secure planning permission for seven
houses on the site was submitted at the start of this year but
that too was later withdrawn before a decision could be made.
Public rights of way officer Nicola Chidley told last
Thursday’s meeting that the path is currently not walkable as
some of the garages have been demolished and excavation
work has been taking place. Fencing has also gone up.
She said the modification order will now be advertised and
subject to any representations, will be confirmed, when the
council would be in a position to take any necessary
enforcement action to get the footpath reinstated.

Several residents who had campaigned for the path to be
added to the map attended the meeting last Thursday and said
they were very happy with the result. They said the blocking
off has meant that people have had to find to take lengthier
diversions including walking along the busy A420.
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Relaunch of
community
association
Page Community Association in Staple Hill is
relaunching on Saturday 28th September.
Doors open to the public at 1.30pm and the event will
run until 4.30pm. Snooker tables will be available to
juniors (minimum age 12), with coaching available.
There will also be first aid and cookery demonstrations
and it will be show time in the main hall.
There will also be an exhibition on Alderman Page,
who donated the club to the people of Staple Hill. A
buffet and drinks will be available.
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Volunteers help to keep Avon
Valley Railway on track
A team of eight Wessex Water volunteers visited
Avon Valley Railway (AVR) in Bitton to help clean
and maintain its facilities.
AVR is a charity which allows visitors to ride steam and
diesel trains while also learning more about the
railway’s history.
James Uppington, who was the Wessex Water staff
member that organised the volunteering activity, is an
active volunteer at the railway station – primarily as a
diesel train driver.
James said: “On the day, we mainly tidied the station,
removed foliage, picked up litter and cut back
vegetation to help keep its facilities clean and tidy.
“It was important that we carried out these activities as
they’re often overlooked because the usual volunteers
and paid staff are busy keeping the organisation
running.
Doug Banks, who is an engineering and operations
coordinator at AVR, oversaw the Wessex Water
volunteers while they helped to clean and maintain the
site.
He said: “The activities carried out by the volunteers
helped to improve the appearance of the railway in

addition to making it safer for our crew and visitors.
“We are very grateful to Wessex Water for their efforts
as they have greatly assisted our small, busy workforce
which mainly consists of volunteers.”
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New contracts for
subsidised bus routes
B&NES Council has renewed contracts with local
bus operators for 17 rural or non-commercial
services in the district.
A tendering process took place earlier this year to
replace contracts which were due to expire at the end
of August. Where bus services are deemed to be socially
necessary, but operators are unable to operate them
viably, councils have an obligation to support the
operation. What this means is that bus companies taking
on these routes keep the fare revenue and council
reimbursement for travel card concessions and receive
a contribution from the authority to make up the
difference.
Typically these bus routes are rural, often once-a-week
services such as the 640 Bishop Sutton-Chew MagnaKeynsham, but they also include early morning or late
evening extensions to existing commercial services,
such as the 177 Midsomer Norton to Bristol via
Whitchurch and Pensford.
Last year, the decision by First to withdraw the 179
(Midsomer Norton to Bath via Paulton and Timsbury)
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caused controversy and the situation was resolved in the
short term by transferring the council funding for
Sunday services to the weekday operation. That
contract expired last month and a short-term extension
has been agreed with First until November until CT
Coaches will take on a new contract with revised
arrangements.
CT Coaches has also been awarded the contract to
operate a number of once-a-week services including the
640 above and the 683 Keynsham to Wells via Chew
Magna. This arrangement also includes the 636
Hengrove to Keynsham via Whitchurch and Stockwood
which operates a round trip on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. Again, the contract commences in November.
A new contract was awarded from this month for the
663/664/665 round Keynsham services to the previous
operator, Bristol Community Transport. This operation,
which we featured in Issue 587 – 31st July, registered
over 25,000 single journeys last year and the contract
is fully funded by developer contributions in respect of
the planning permission granted for Somerdale.

Stagecoach takes
over more bus routes
Stagecoach West has expanded its operations in the
Bristol area by taking on two express bus services.
From the first of this month it now operates the Severn
Express bus service from Bristol Bus Station to Cribbs
Causeway, Chepstow and Newport as well as the X5
between Weston-super-Mare and Cribbs Causeway.
Both routes were previously operated by First West of
England.
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Society celebrates
flower show success
Downend Horticultural Society’s flower show,
which was held in August, was a big success.
The hall was full of colour with geranium plants
that the members had grown.
There was also a variety of dahlias, sweet peas
and fuchsia heads which were displayed on
boards. The home-grown vegetables were
impressive and included tomatoes, cucumbers,
onions and cooking apples.
In the domestic section there were rock cakes,
Victoria sponges and quiches.
This month the society enjoyed an interesting talk
on rhododendrons. It was amazing to learn how
many varieties exist with a vast assortment of

colour. Members were given a hyacinth bulb and
instructions on how to grow it ready for entry into
a competition at their January meeting.
Downend Horticultural Society meets on the
second Thursday of the month all year. Come and
share your gardening ideas and learn from each
other. The next meeting is on Thursday 10th
October at 7.30pm at the Assembly Hall,
Salisbury Road, Downend. It will be the AGM
followed by a talk on my trip to Amsterdam.
For further details call Roger Davis on 0117
9571703 or Hilary Walton on 0117 9792833.
Charlotte Hill
Downend Horticultural Society

Air Cadets’ open evening
The 2152 Downend Detached Flight ATC F are recruiting.
There will be an open evening on Wednesday 25th September at
St James Church Hall in Mangotsfield from 7.45pm to 9.15pm.
To find out more look on their Facebook page.

Engineering and
technology careers fair
The Bristol Engineering & Technology Careers Fair 2019 takes
place at We The Curious in Bristol on Wednesday 9th October
from noon to 4pm.
Confirmed exhibitors include GKN Aerospace, AWE, BAE
Systems and SSE and many more. Visitors will be able to talk
face to face with employers and training providers on a wide
range of career options.
Find
out
more
and
book
your
place
visit:
http://bit.ly/Bristol2019ExhibitorPage

Situations Vacant

THE WEEK IN
adverts
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Regional Transport Forum
to be held in Kingswood
Take part in
The Big Draw
Everyone is invited to make their mark on huge sheets
of paper in the Art & Pottery Studio at The Chocolate
Quarter in Keynsham as part of The Big Draw.
Every Saturday from 28th September until Saturday
26th October people can go to the studio between
10am and 2pm and take part on a drop-in basis.
It will be free to take part and no drawing or art
experience is necessary. There will be plenty of help,
encouragement and assistance on hand.
The Big Draw is an annual International drawing
festival which takes place around the world each
October.
The theme for The Big Draw Festival this year is
Drawn to Life: Creativity and Wellbeing.
Joe Tymkow, artist-In-residence at The Chocolate
Quarter, said: “The aim is to make this opportunity
open to as many people as possible. I have chosen
Autumn Forests as the concept for the artwork.
Anyone can draw a tree, you could just draw a stick
with a lollipop on top and autumn naturally suggests
a multitude of bright, cheerful colours.”
Everyone can draw on the wall in the studio, but those
who can’t make it can draw or paint something at
home and send or drop it into the Art Studio.
The Week In is joining in with this collaborative piece
of public art. Just pick up a pen, pencil or anything
suitable and draw birds, bees, butterflies, leaves, nuts,
mushrooms or whatever you like and bring or send it
to the Art Studio or drop it in to our office.
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The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) is
organising a Regional Transport Forum on Thursday
26th September at Kingswood Civic Centre.
People are advised to arrive at 4.15pm as the forum starts
at 4.30pm. It will run until 6pm and is an opportunity for
members of the public to hear, and ask questions, about
transport services across the region, which includes the
Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol City and South
Gloucestershire areas.
Anyone interested in attending should register via
Eventbrite at bit.ly/2m8agv3 by 5pm on 25th September.
You can also register by phone on 0117 4286210.

Due to limited space, it is essential that you register
beforehand and bring proof of registration when you
attend.
West of England Mayor Tim Bowles will host the forum
and attendees will hear from representatives of
Stagecoach, First Bus, Great Western Railway and
Network Rail. There will also be an update from the
Combined Authority on transport work it is leading in the
region.
There will be opportunities to ask questions of any of the
transport operators or WECA. Questions should be presubmitted while registering.

Twiglets Flower Club
welcomes new members
Twiglets is an independent flower club with a regular tutor
offering friendly advice for all levels of flower arranging.
Twiglets meet at North Common Village Hall on the last
Thursday of each month from 7pm. The hall has ample

free parking with wheelchair spaces close to the entrance.
There will be an open evening on 31st October starting at
7pm, For more information call 0117 9325852, or reserve
your free entry online at https://twiglets.eventbrite.co.uk

Family
Announcements
Bereavements
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Zest helps end holiday hunger
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust played a major part in
making sure children across Bristol did not go hungry
during the summer holidays.
The Trust’s catering arm, Zest, oversaw the making of 19,000
packed lunches in six
weeks
to
feed
youngsters in the city.
The initiative was led
by Zest’s catering
operations manager
Claire Mansri and Sir
Bernard
Lovell
Academy’s catering
manager Bev Smith.
They took delivery of
food from the charity
FareShare
South
West and supervised
teams of volunteers
who
made
the

Friendly new group
for children with
extra needs
A new group for disabled children or children with
additional needs is running in Saltford on Wednesdays
during term time.
The group for youngsters aged eight to 13 meets from
5.30pm to 8.30pm at Saltford Hall to play games,
watch movies, cook, do arts and crafts and socialise.
To find out more contact outreach worker Nicki
Beaumont at Wecil (the West of England Centre for
Inclusive Living) on 0117 9479911 or email
nicki.beaumont@wecil.co.uk

sandwiches and assembled about 500 lunch bags a day in the
SBL kitchens in Oldland Common.
Many of the volunteers came from big city firms, organised
by the charity Feeding Bristol, but a number of people
connected to the trust and its schools also got involved.

bid to the government for funding was unsuccessful.
Mrs Mansri said: “It was felt that this scheme was needed
and should go ahead, so more than £100,000 was raised
through crowdfunding. We at Zest already had a partnership
with FareShare - a food redistribution charity - so we decided

“We provided a total of 87 volunteer days - 63 adults and 24
children,” said Mrs Mansri.
Volunteers collected the meals daily and distributed them
around the city to children at playschemes and at activity
sessions in libraries, community centres and parks. FareShare
South West also supplied food at many holiday clubs so that
children and adults could cook meals, meaning that about
50,000 children and their families benefited.
The project was carried out in spite of the fact that Bristol’s

to work with them to support Feeding Bristol. They played
their part by accessing surplus food and working with
suppliers to get donations and we offered our kitchens and
expertise.”
Tim Howes, business director of Wellsway MAT, said: “We
are very proud of Zest for stepping up to support this vital
service for families in need in Bristol. Well done to Claire
and Bev and to all the volunteers who gave up their time to
help children in need.”

Special day for family history enthusiasts
The Bristol & Avon Family History Society will be
holding its Family History Fair at British Aerospace
Welfare Association (BAWA) Leisure Centre in
Southmead Road, Filton, on Saturday 28th September.
The day will be an opportunity for anyone who needs
help or advice on family history matters to have faceto-face sessions with local experts and representatives
of Bristol & Avon Family History Society and other
societies including Devon, Gloucestershire, Gwent,
Hampshire, Dorset, Somerset & Dorset, Weston-superMare & District, and Wiltshire. More than 30 exhibitors
have signed up to attend. Representatives from Bath and
Bristol Archives will be on hand to give information and
advice. A number of local history societies and
museums will also be attending to allow visitors to
gather more information on the work and living
conditions that their ancestors may have experienced.
New and second-hand books, postcards, maps, family
history CDs, software and accessories will be available
from a range of commercial exhibitors.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Bristol & Avon FHS will be launching its new CD of
transcriptions and indexes of Bristol Apprentices Books
in Bristol Archives covering the period 1532 to 1724.
There will be talks aimed at those who want to get
started on researching their families or have limited
practical experience and attendees will be given free
informative handouts, magazines and other useful
research and recording tools.
There will also be a number of other talks on subjects
including the Suffragette Movement and its importance
in the Bristol and Bath area, Canadian research, Irish
heritage, tracing ‘Windrush’ roots, and identifying
military uniforms and medals.
There will be a children’s family history trail to
encourage the younger generations.
Doors open at 10am and admission is £2 ((children
free). This gives access to the fair, entrance to all talks
and the free raffle. The fair closes at 4pm. There is
ample free parking.
For more information visit www.bafhs.org.uk

Crossword Solution
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Architectural
Services

Carpentry

Garden Services

Guttering

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Chimney Sweeps

Aerials

Handyman

Blinds

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Electrical

1 week - £21

Home
Maintenance

Carpet Cleaning

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Appliances

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Carpet Fitters
Architectural
Services

Foot Health

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Home Help

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Sewing Lessons

Musical Tuition
PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM
Ages 6+ . Adults welcome
Please Contact: Anne
adavy6258@gmail.com
07963 935827

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast

Plastering

Skip Hire

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Adverts cost £4.20 per

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

centimetre (min 5cm)

4 wk - £17.85

The more weeks you
book the cheaper

6 wk - £16.80

each insertion

8 wk - £15.75

becomes

12 wk - £14.70

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

26 wk - £13.65

Plumbers

52 wk - £12.60

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

All prices per week
exc VAT

6 wk - £16.80

Storage

8 wk - £15.75

Windows & Doors

12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65

Pregnancy
Massage

52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

Pregnancy
Massage

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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