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‘Boy racers’ invade supermarket car park
‘Boy racers’ caused a headache for people living
near the Asda store in Longwell Green during the
bank holiday weekend.
Police attended the store in Craven Way on Sunday
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25th August in response to calls about nuisance vehicles
in the car park.
An Avon & Somerset police spokesperson said:
“Officers included the store in their patrols after staff

St Monica take over
at Somerdale
. . . page 4

reported their concerns following posts on social media
about a car meet. The shop closed to customers at 4pm
and by 6pm there were about 20 vehicles in the car
park.
“Around 7pm staff and residents reported more cars had
arrived causing noise nuisance with anti-social driving
and loud music.
“Officers visited the store. They found the drivers
holding a static display and there was no anti-social
behaviour at that time. They stayed for about 25
minutes before resuming their patrols.
“Residents and businesses are welcome to contact the
Neighbourhood Team to share any concerns following
this incident. Anyone with evidence of anti-social
behaviour, such as dashcam or CCTV footage showing
vehicle registrations or individuals, can get in touch
with
the
neighbourhood
team
through
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact”
Cllr Toby Savage, who represents Longwell Green on
South Gloucestershire Council, said: “This is
unacceptable behaviour in the Asda car park, and we
are liaising with the police to see if there is any pattern
so we can agree and implement appropriate action.
“If anyone is affected by anti-social behaviour, they
should call 101 or the council’s ASB team. The more
information we have, the more effectively we can
respond to it.”
The Week In invited the store management to comment
but was referred to head office.
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Keynsham man
slashed with knife
after disturbing
would-be burglar
Police are appealing for witnesses after a Keynsham
man was slashed with a knife after disturbing a
potential intruder.
It happened last Thursday (29th August) about 3pm in
Willow Walk. The victim had gone to collect
something from his conservatory and saw a man trying
the door handle.
When he challenged the suspect, the would-be intruder
turned and slashed the victim with what appeared to
be a Stanley knife.
The suspect then jumped over the garden fence into a
neighbour’s garden before running off.
He is described as white man, about 5ft 4in and in his
20s. He was wearing a black cap, grey hooded top and
black jogging bottoms.
The victim was taken to hospital for stitches for a slash
wound, not believed to be life-threatening of lifechanging.
Police are keen to hear from anyone who may have
been in the Willow Walk area around the time of the
incident who may have information to help their
inquiries. If you are able to help contact them on 101
and quote the reference number 5219199195.
You can alternatively contact Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via their anonymous
online form.
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Page Park is named the
best in the South West
Page Park in Staple Hill has been named as the best park
in the whole of the South West.
A total of 28 parks and green spaces in the region were
nominated for the Fields in Trust Best Park 2019.
Page Park was one of four spaces in the South West placed
within the top 20% of all nominations nationally in voting
for UK's Best Park 2019.
Each receives ‘Much Loved’ status, recognising the support
they have received this summer from those who use and love
them. The other three in the South West include another in
South Gloucestershire - Kingsgate Park in Yate - along with
Simmons Park in Okehampton in Devon and Thanckes Park
in Torpoint in Cornwall.
Page Park now joins the winners of the other regions in the
national final. Fields in Trust say that this year has seen an
all-time high number of nominations and a record votes tally,
with 36,832 park users casting votes to help decide the
overall winner which will be announced on Thursday 12th
September.

There has been a 10-year project to restore Edwardian Page
Park, which has been a partnership between South
Gloucestershire Council and the Friends of Page Park.
This week the Friends said: “We are so delighted that Page
Park has been voted the best park in the South West in the
Fields in Trust UK's Best Park awards.
“What a great compliment this is for everyone who has
worked to help make our park such a beautiful and vibrant
place for our community to enjoy. Huge thanks to the
volunteers, to the council staff, and also to the whole
community whose enthusiasm for Page Park is what makes
the restoration and other work worthwhile. So nice also to be
given this award just as the Lottery-funded major restoration
project is coming towards a close with so many aspects of
the park having been improved. If you would like to become
more involved in helping Page Park continue to be the jewel
in the crown for Staple Hill then why not come along to our
next meeting which is from 7pm on Tuesday 10th September
in the Bean Tree Café.”
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Somerdale Pavilion secure for 50 years
as St Monica prepares to takeover
As we were completing this
week’s edition it was
confirmed that Somerdale
Pavilion Trust, a division
established by St Monica
Trust, was due to take over
the operation of the
Somerdale Pavilion in
Keynsham from Monday
2nd September.
As we exclusively reported
in Issue 580 – 12th June,
agreement had been reached
with the owners, Mondelez
(formerly Cadbury) to
purchase the site and the
new charitable trust is due to
assume control the running
of the facility from the
troubled charity Aquaterra
Leisure.
Chief Executive of the St
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Monica
Trust,
David
Williams said: “The St
Monica Trust is fully
committed to securing the
future of the Somerdale
Pavilion for generations to
come. We consider the
Pavilion site to be a pivotal
resource
within
the
Keynsham community and a
vital complement to the
services that are provided in
The Chocolate Quarter
retirement community.
“Just as we did when
developing the services at
The Chocolate Quarter, we
will be keen to meet with
and listen to the views of
members and the local
community regarding the
long-term future of the
Pavilion.”
Mondelez International’s
Associate
Director
Accounting and External
Reporting, Tom Gingell
said: “We believe the St
Monica Trust and Somerdale

Pavilion Trust are wellsuited to taking over the
successful running of the
Somerdale Pavilion site,
given their charitable status,
their
experience
in
integrating services for the
wider community into their
retirement villages and their
continuing relationship with
the people of Keynsham
through the development of
The Chocolate Quarter.
“Consequently, we have
worked with all of the
parties involved, including
members, to agree a longterm plan that works for
everyone and makes sure

there will be a thriving
legacy at Somerdale.
“We have also agreed a
covenant to ensure that for
the next 50 years, the
Pavilion site is maintained
and to ensure the facility
continues to make a
contribution to the local
community.”
Most front line staff
previously employed by
Aquaterra are transferring to
Somerdale Pavilion Trust
although it is understood
that senior management are
either remaining within
Aquaterra
Leisure
or
moving on.
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Keynsham play area set to lose its equipment
Following a review of the 60 play areas it
runs across Bath and North East
Somerset, the council is planning to make
changes at 10 sites – including one in
Keynsham.
The council says the equipment at the
Chalfield Close play area is nearing the end
of its life and needs to be removed over the
winter.
“The council has done a comprehensive
review of its play spaces and has found that
in this area there is a duplication in the
provision of formal play areas.
“We are keen to diversify the leisure offer in
our green spaces and provide more sociable
and playful landscapes not reliant on fixed
play equipment, and there are a range of
alternatives to formal play equipment which
are suited to this location.” People are invited
to the play area next Wednesday (11th
September) from 3.30pm to 5pm to find out
more and help to share ideas for the space.
B&NES Council says that each year it costs
between £260,000 and £400,000 to replace
play equipment as it reaches its end of life
and sites need to be inspected weekly to
ensure that they are safe to use.
In 2019-20, the parks’ service has earmarked
£350,000 for the replacement of end-of-life
equipment and for the installation of new

safe, self-closing gates at a number of
different sites, and says there will be further
investment in the repair of play area fences
across the district.
“At the same time, the financial constraints
facing the council have meant that the parks
service has had to reduce the number of its
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play inspectors and cut its annual
maintenance budget and since then the team
have been delaying non-essential repairs at
play areas. There is more need than ever for
the council to encourage people of all ages
to use our green spaces and to do this we
need to diversify the leisure offer in our

parks and provide more sociable and playful
landscapes which are not reliant on fixed
play equipment. If you cannot attend the
meeting at the play area next Wednesday,
views
can
be
emailed
to
parks@bathnes.gov.uk or you can call 01225
394041.
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Giving everyone a chance to get
A report published this summer paints a
bleak picture of the barriers to cycling
that those with disabilities, older people
and women continue to face, but one
project in South Gloucestershire –
Warmley Wheelers - is keen to flag up
the good work it’s doing to make cycling

Andy Underwood from Warmley Wheelers
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accessible to all.
The ‘Inclusive cycling in towns and cities’
report, published by Sustrans and Arup,
says that an estimated 84% of disabled
people living in the UK’s biggest cities
never cycle for local journeys, yet one third
(33%) would like to start cycling. The

significant interest in everyday cycling is
mirrored amongst other groups, including
women (32%) and people over 65 (15%).
The report uses data from Bike Life 2017,
the largest assessment of cycling in seven
major cities, and interviews with 12 focus
groups consisting of women, older people

and disabled people with reduced mobility,
learning difficulty, hearing loss, partial
sight, or mental health conditions.
It finds that people from these groups face
“systematic barriers” to either beginning to
cycle, or to cycling more, including an
association that cycling isn’t for people like
‘them’, heightened road safety concerns, a
lack of seamless and dedicated cycle
infrastructure to connect people to
everyday destinations suitable for different
types of cycles, and that access to and the
high cost of adapted cycles, including
electric cycles. Where government support
exists, such as through the cycle to work
scheme, it is only available to those in
employment.
The report adds: “Barriers to cycling can
also often affect people’s independence and
confidence to travel, and, in some cases,
push people into isolation.”
It sets out recommendations including
ensuring the voices of under-represented
groups are integrated in policy and
planning, creating a dense network of
cycling routes within and around where
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into cycling
people live and amenities, reducing through
traffic in local neighbourhoods to improve
safety, and better access to cycle training
and adapted cycles. Andy Underwood,
project co-ordinator at Warmley Wheelers,
is keen to spread the word about the scheme
which provides opportunities for
individuals who are not able to access
traditional cycling. Run by the Staple Hillbased Milestones Trust, it is a Cycling
Projects centre, providing opportunities for
individuals who are not able to access
traditional cycling. A national charity,
Cycling Projects promotes inclusive
cycling through a range of successful
community engagement programmes.
The majority of Warmley Wheelers’
running costs are met from an annual grant
from South Gloucestershire Council. The
project operates from a shipping container
next to Warmley Waiting Room Café and
enjoys direct access onto the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path from which there is access
into the Warmley Forest Park Trail.
Whether you’re a seasoned cyclist, have
additional needs or have never been on a

bike before, there is a wide range of
standard and specially-adapted bicycles
that you can hire, including recumbents, a
horizontal tandem and one which can
accommodate a wheelchair.
Andy says that approximately 80% of the
users are from the learning difficulties
community. In addition the centre is
attracting an increasing number of adults
with a wide variety of health issues, or who
due to knee or hip operations can no longer
ride a traditional bike.
Warmley Wheelers is open from March to
December on Wednesdays from 10am to
3pm, Thursdays from 10am to 3pm and
Fridays from 10am to 1pm, as well as from
10am to 3pm on the first Saturday of the
month. Sessions are £5 per person, per hour
and carers can cycle for free
To find out more visit https://www.
milestonestrust.org.uk/what-weoffer/community-projects/ or call 0758 703
4366. You can also find Warmley Wheelers
on Facebook.
• You can read the Sustrans/Arup report in
full at https://tinyurl.com/yy8tezal

The Week in • Wednesday 4th September 2019

Vicar appointed
as Area Dean
The Rev Jeremy Andrew, vicar of
Warmley, Bitton and Syston, is the new
Area Dean of Kingswood and South
Gloucestershire.
His appointment was announced by the
Bishop of Bristol, the Rt Rev Vivienne
Faull.
He has been vicar in Warmley, Bitton and
Syston since 2014 and will continue to
lead the team.
Before that he was vicar of four rural
churches in the Diocese of Truro and
diocesan director of Ordinands.
Over the last eight months, he has been
working as the adviser for ministry
development for the Diocese of Bristol
and continued to be an assistant director
of ordinands.
He grew up in Bristol and went to St Mary
Redcliffe School. He went on to complete
an engineering apprenticeship, first with
Yate Foundry Ltd and then British
Aerospace Plc before attending

The Rev Jeremy Andrew

theological college in Durham.
He is married to Rachel and they have two
daughters, a son and a granddaughter.
He said: “I am pleased and excited to be
invited to serve the church as Area Dean
for
Kingswood
and
South
Gloucestershire.”
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BT plans to scrap 12 phone boxes in South Glos
BT is proposing to remove 12 phone boxes in South
Gloucestershire which have been identified as
“unnecessary”.
The payphones include one in North View in Staple Hill
(which has been used 147 times in the last year), Heath
Rise in Cadbury Heath (23 calls) and Victoria Road in
Warmley (40 calls).
The other phone boxes are in Pilning, Bradley Stoke
Alveston, Falfield, Patchway and Filton.

Policed arrest man after
drugs swoop in Keynsham
A 20-year-old man from Keynsham has been arrested
on suspicion of possession with intent to supply Class
A drugs.
On the evening of Friday 23rd August officers
executed a warrant on a property in Coronation
Avenue after receiving intelligence that a man living
at the property was suspected to be engaging in drugdealing activity.
A search of the property found a quantity of Class A
drugs believed to be cocaine, a significant quantity of
cash and two mobile phones.
The man has been released under investigation whilst
inquiries continue.
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BT says that overall use of payphones has declined by
more than 90% in the last decade and the need to
provide payphones for use in emergency situations is
diminishing all the time, with at least 98% of the UK
having either 3G or 4G coverage. As long as there is
network coverage, it’s possible to call the emergency
services, even when there is no credit or no coverage
from your own mobile provider.
BT says it welcomes comments on the proposed
changes and is keen to understand better what the
impact of any changes could be on users and the wider
communities. The consultation for closes on 30th
September.
“After 30th September South Gloucestershire Council
will make an initial decision based on the feedback we
receive. We will publish a notification of this decision
with a request for comments from local councils,
community groups and residents on Thursday 3rd
October. The consultation for comments on this
decision will be open for 24 days until Sunday 27th
October. We will consider all responses to the first
notice before making a final decision. We will publish
a notice of our final decision by 30th October.”
Find out more and take part in the survey on the
council’s consultation webpage. The survey is also
available in libraries, or you can email

Heath Rise

consultation@southglos.gov.uk, or call 01454 868154.
There is also a Freepost address: Freepost Plus RTXLYHGY-GSYS, South Gloucestershire Council,
Corporate Consultation Team, Council Offices,
Badminton Road, Yate, BRISTOL, BS37 5AF.
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Ladders stolen
from shed
A man was caught on CCTV entering an
unlocked shed in the garden of a home in
Northcote Road in Mangotsfield on the
morning of Friday 23rd August and
stealing some telescopic ladders.
The police say that as outbuildings are
garages are still popular targets for

criminals, they want to remind
homeowners to take extra steps to
improve their security and to lock away
any items that could help a burglar. If you
have any information on the incident in
Mangotsfield contact the police on 101 or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

SBL Cports Centre hosts
national powerlifting event
SBL Sports Centre in Oldland Common
hosted the British Powerlifting Finals last
month.
Competitors competed in their three
principle lifts – squat, bench press, and
deadlift. The competition was organised by
powerlifting couple Dan and Molly Davies,
from GPC-GB Bristol.
Laura Gaiger, business development
manager, said: “It was our pleasure to host
such a wonderful event at SBL Sports
Centre. The competition was organised down
to the smallest detail and I am so glad we
were part of it. We hope to do more like this
in the future.”

School building
improvements
Harvest auction
across South Glos
South Gloucestershire Council is carrying
out more maintenance improvements to
school buildings than ever this year, with
work taking place at a number of primary
schools across the district over the
summer holidays and into the autumn.
This maintenance work includes new
roofing, heating and water services,
replacement electrical work and new
windows. The investment totals more than
£2m in maintenance in this year alone and
forms part of a four-year programme of
work totalling £7.5m.
Cabinet Member for Schools, Skills &
Employment Erica Williams said:
“Improving educational standards in

South Gloucestershire is our top priority
and we want to make sure that our pupils
have the best school facilities available
that we are able to provide.”
The Cabinet has approved a record £78m
investment into schools over the next four
years, funding the creation of new schools
as well as capital improvements to a
number of existing school buildings.
Schools where work is being carried out
include Samuel White’s Infant School in
Hanham where a £200,000 curtain
walling project is being carried out and
Cadbury Heath Primary where £135,000
is being spent to replace the boiler plant
and heating controls.

The annual harvest auction
in aid of the Bitton &
Oldland Branch of the
Royal British Legion will
take place on Monday

Sudoku
1-Easy

23rd September at 8pm at
the Upton Inn, Upton
Cheyney.

There will be music from
Oldland Brass.
Everyone is welcome.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 8th September

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
We’re all to blame for
high streets crisis
Dear Stephen
I always find it interesting to read of the
contrasting views that people have on the
traffic system in Keynsham, their views on
who is to blame or receive credit for it and
the apparent effect it has had on retail
businesses in the High Street.
I recently arrived home to see that my wife
had frozen the news headline on our
television screen that read Amazon in Crisis.
I let out a shout of delight as I thought that
the American online giant that has made its
founder one of the wealthiest people in the
world, that, due to the way it is structured
pays virtually no UK tax and is the largest
single contributor to the demise of our High
Streets, had gone into liquidation. Actually
the headline was about a far more serious
issue to us all, it being about the appalling
fire destruction to the Amazon Rainforest.
Returning to our high streets, which when I

the many outlets in our High Street, using up

would be a useful exercise for some market

exercise and it does not hide the fact that we

valuable retail space, instead of making it at

research to be undertaken, perhaps asking

will have to recoup our losses before we

home and saving money?

questions of the users of the coffee shop

even think about further prosperity. Forget

How often do we drive to Longwell Green

about their shopping habits. This could be a

about pollution because I do not believe what

to visit B&Q before checking as to whether

more useful exercise than the blame always

this town needs is going to push levels up. If

our little ironmonger shop in Temple Street

being put on the one-way system.

we alter the High street bus stop, let all traffic

or the timber yard in Lays Farm can help us?

Hazel Powe, Keynsham

cross from the High Street into Temple Street
and simplify the obstacle course then the

Our younger generation, many of whom
plead poverty, think nothing of spending £20
in a nail bar instead of popping into the
chemist and buying nail varnish. It is easy to
look at the changing face of our High Street,
much of it in my opinion for the worse, and
blame anyone else for it, including the muchmaligned local councillors, but the reality is
that we are in the main responsible for what
we have and that includes me! So let’s stop
moaning and try to shop more locally and
let’s achieve my dream of sending Amazon
into liquidation!
Mike Barrow
Keynsham

Does anyone really care
about Keynsham town
centre?

traffic will flow more freely and people will
be encouraged to shop in Keynsham.
If B&NES council officials such as Mr
Packer and Ms Lightfoot and our elected

Dear Stephen
With a number shops and services shutting
in Keynsham in the last few months the
announcement that Church’s newsagent is
closing really brings home the fact that our
town is being dismantled. It makes Mr Hale
sound ill-informed and unaware of what is
actually going on around him as he claims
we are doing well! By the time the £1.5
million public realm exercise kicks in what
will be left? If you crave 'cafe culture' then
you might just be waiting in anticipation but

B&NES

representatives

don't

want

Keynsham to prosper then ask yourselves
why? Why do they perpetuate the myth that
letting traffic across from the High street to
Temple street would 'increase pollution and
congestion'? It was never trialled so they
simply don't know this. Why won't they see
some logic and get the traffic system flowing
before they 'tart' the town up with a
decorative whitewash. And why can they not
reduce business rates when they know
businesses are failing?

source of virtually all of our shopping needs,

No footfall problems for
the coffee shops

provided by almost exclusively local traders.

Dear Stephen

It seems the only way forward is for the

All of our shopping habits have changed to

I share the concerns of many other

residents of Keynsham and beyond to make

satisfy our new-found needs for convenience

Keynsham residents about the difficulties

our voices heard. As council surveys rarely

and cheapness. I opened my bank account

facing the shops on our High Street and was

reflect the truth then a petition and more is

Priority register

with the National Provincial Bank –

sad to read that Church’s Newsagents is to

surely the least we can do? Did we want the

Dear Editor

forerunner of NatWest- but as I conducted all

close.

one-way system? Did we want the one-way

In Issue 589 there was a letter about power

of my business online, along with many

I have been thinking about this problem for

system we have been given? Does it actually

cuts and how a vulnerable member of the

others, and rarely went into the branch, it

some time and it has occurred to me that,

solve our traffic issues? Pollution has

public was without power for several hours.

subsequently closed.

despite the problems of the one-way system

increased

Hill.

Western Power Distribution have a scheme

How many of us go to the car park of

and general parking issues, the many coffee

Congestion has increased on Bath Hill and

you can register to for free where you

Keynsham Rugby Club and buy our meat

shops are full every day of the week. It

through

Street/Rock

identify yourself or someone else who is

cheaply from the lorry that parks there

seems that hundreds of people manage to

Road/Ashton Way obstacle course. Most

vulnerable and needs power restored as soon

instead of supporting our local butcher?

overcome the known difficulties to get to

significantly footfall is down. People are

as possible.

How easy it is to drive either to Tesco or

these. For instance, Bonzos in the Civic

being

Here's the link: https://www.westernpower.

Waitrose and shop under one roof instead of

centre is quite difficult to access but it always

Keynsham.

co.uk/customers-and-community/priority-

purchasing our fruit and vegetables from WF

seems to be busy.

As I have said before the council will tell

services

Buss in the High Street? Why do so many of

Why is it that these people apparently don’t

everyone how wonderful the public realm

Hope ths helps.

us insist on sitting drinking coffee in one of

then use the nearby shops? I do think it

scheme will be, but it is just a cosmetic

Ali

was a child some 65 years ago, were the

10

if you want to come shopping then you will
probably be sorely disappointed.

up

and

the

dissuaded

down

Temple

from

Bath

shopping

to

Can someone with the time and the energy
please organise us into action?
C Oliver
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LETTERS
(checking on emails from local residents - of

We both walk with stick and I also have a

State for a free at the point of delivery NHS

course). The great thing for me is, I’m a

walking frame.

are brought into question by the fact that he

the

digital native, and I have grown up alongside

We should go back to the 1970s and the

received £3,500 for speeches to STAC

correspondent in last week’s issue regarding

the evolution of the smartphone, meaning I

cycling proficiency test.

Consultancy, a private company which

the amount of dog mess left around Oldland.

can easily reap the benefit of this recycling

Yours sincerely

specialises in the launch of pharmaceutical

The fields on Barry Road are littered with

campaign.

Mrs Tsang

products.

‘dropped’ poo bags, as are Sir Bernard

Unfortunately, this is the problem for local

Lovell school fields. Willsbridge Mill

residents that might not be a digital native or

paths are the same. A lot of them are

might not be able to afford a smartphone, as

pink nappy bags so it could be the same

the only way you can earn points is by

person?

downloading an app. Let’s use my father as

I have offered bags to people whilst walking

an example, he doesn’t have the ability to

my dog to be looked at blank. Don’t bother

even send me a text about getting milk on the

with the council dog warden as they only

way home, so how on earth is he going to be

work 8am to 4pm so the early/late walkers

able to benefit from this scheme? He isn’t,

don’t get caught.

and nor are thousands of other residents who

As a dog walker, I can’t believe why you

would gladly recycle their unwanted

pick it up and hang it in a tree or leave it on

electronic devices in return for shopping

the floor or not pick it up at all. Maybe

vouchers.

someone who does could put me right?

I’m not against the digital revolution and I

Nick, Oldland

am also pro-environment, but any scheme to

Foul habit
Dear Editor
Can

I

completely

agree

with

help with recycling should be beneficial to

Not all residents have
smartphones
Dear Editor
Many local residents might have heard about

all. I really hope that B&NES Council opens
its eyes and works to have a scheme that can
benefit everyone and not just the lucky few
that can afford and know how to use a
smartphone.

the BetterPoints recycling reward campaign.

Grant Johnson

Bath and North East Somerset Council is

B&NES Councillor for Paulton

working in partnership with BetterPoints to
reward local residents that recycle their small
electronic and electrical items at recycling
centres.
Wow, what a fantastic idea and I’m not
trying to be sarcastic about this! I genuinely
think that this is a great scheme. However,
there is one overwhelming problem with the
campaign - the rewards have to be collected
via a smartphone app. If you don’t have a
smart phone you can’t collect the points and
what do points make...
Now I’m not going to sit here, writing this
letter on my iPad, pretending that I don’t
look at my smartphone every other second

Cycling proficiency test

He also received a campaign contribution of
£5,000 from Caroline Nash, the wife of an

Can our MP be trusted
on the NHS?

executive working for private outfit Care
UK, owners of the Emersons Green

Dear Sir
Our MP Chris Skidmore was recently
appointed as Minister of State for Health.
But with more and more Kingswood
residents struggling to access the health
services they need, can Mr Skidmore really
be trusted with our NHS?
In his contribution to the book ‘Britannia
Unchained’, Mr. Skidmore states that: “In
the wake of the 1929 Wall Street Crash and
the worldwide Depression that followed ...
the days of sound money, free trade and free
competition were over. After the Second
World War, the Government went still
further, nationalising the health, gas, coal and
railway industries.”
These

words

suggest

he

views

the

establishment of the NHS as a mistake which
does not fit with his free-market view of the

Treatment Centre.
In a recent interview he also misled the
public on NHS ‘new cash’ on Channel 4
News. After repeatedly stating that new
money was being invested in the NHS, he
was finally forced to admit that it was
actually just money hospitals had saved
by cutting services, which the government
was now permitting them to spend on
capital projects, so it's not "new money" at
all.
The evidence suggests that Kingswood's MP
does not possess a heartfelt belief in our
much-loved NHS and is complicit in
sweeping the horrendous cuts and underfunding under the carpet.
Robert Hindson, North Common

In the same publication he goes on to extol

Story in The Week In
sparks reunion

world.
the use of privatised services in Canada,

Dear Editor

Dear Sir

stating that: “The [Canadian] health system

Thank you so much for putting our two big

I’m reply to Lionel Hutt’s letter of 28th

combines universal coverage paid for by the

anniversary stories in The Week In (Issue

August regarding young cyclists.

Government with private provision of the

589).

My husband and I are both disabled and

actual services.”

One of our couples, Nita and Dennis Cook,

frequently find we have to dodge both young

But do we in the UK really want a health

had a visit from a really old friend who used

cyclists and scooter riders in Keynsham. I’ve

service run by private companies for a

to work with Dennis. He came to surprise

had incidents where I’ve been coming down

profit? Companies like Virgin who sue the

Dennis because he saw him in the paper, and

the path from the park onto Keynsham High

NHS when they're not awarded the contracts

now knew where he lived. It was lovely.

Street and had to stop suddenly because of

they want and who stash their profits in tax

Victoria Hunt

kids riding dangerously.

havens?

Activities coordinator

My husband has cerebral palsy and epilepsy

In addition to these published contributions,

Kingfisher Lodge Care Centre

and I have Spina Bifida and Neck Distonia.

Mr. Skidmore's suitability to be a Minister of
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Bus strategy is delayed again
The much-delayed regional bus strategy is now planned
for public consultation towards the end of this year.
When the West of England Combines Authority (WECA)
was created in 2016, responsibility for the provision of bus
services was theoretically transferred to the new body from
the three local councils – Bristol, B&NES and South
Gloucestershire.
However, as we have reported previously in The Week In,
the fact that WECA was established from scratch, with no
specialist staff, caused delays and has resulted in a staged
handover process. The first objective has been to complete
a review of the current network and identify gaps in service
provision. That is proving to be a significant task and a
recent meeting of Bristol City Council’s Transport Scrutiny
Commission received an update on progress.
Much of the work concluded so far has concerned the
Bristol urban network with Bath, rural and inter-urban
services to follow. From the initial discussions with bus
operators, one of the main issues to emerge is the difference
between radial routes – emanating outwards from central
Bristol – and cross-city and orbital routes. Bristol
councillors were told at the meeting that operators do not
consider orbital routes as viable and are unwilling to crosssubsidise from radial routes.
This is particularly evident in our area. We have covered
the ongoing problems of the No 2 service from Stockwood
to Cribbs Causeway which First’s Managing Director has
described as the most difficult service in the network in
terms of congestion and delays. The company has recently
announced changes to the route to try to cut out traffic
hotspots at Henbury, while one of the changes considered

Crossword

but then dismissed, was to cut the service into two halves
on each side of the city centre.
In Keynsham, the No 17 continues to be the focus of
complaints, usually because of cancellations. An hourly
service to Southmead Hospital is almost a lifeline for those
who can’t drive. But when that service doesn’t turn up,
there is no fallback and potentially important medical
appointments are missed.
In last week’s Letters pages, one reader, Mr Tiley, pointed
out that the 17 runs every 30 minutes between Kingswood

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Hosiery items (5)

1. Booth (5)

4. Strut (7)

2. Cautious (5)

8. Non-professional (7)

3. Smudge (5)

9. Track (5)

4. Astute (6)

and Southmead and questions why this can’t be extended.
He also referred to Keynsham Station as the local station
for people like him who live in Longwell Green. Although
only a short drive, relying on the 17 to catch a train is a
risky business. Mr Tiley also asked why the 44 cannot be
extended via Parkwall Road and Longbeach Road.
Three years ago, there was a similar situation with the
extension of the 42 bus route from Willsbridge to
Keynsham. The ‘on-off’ service went through a number of
route changes in its short existence but provided a regular
alternative to the car for people living in Oldland Common,
Barrs Court and Warmley. The experiment came to an end
because of concerns about the height restriction on the
Bitton railway bridge – while services from Bath to Bristol
still regularly send buses along the A431 and under the
same bridge.
The Week In has put these points to First’s Managing
Director James Freeman.

10. Single thickness (5) 5. Later on (5)
13. Materialistic (7)

6. Impressive (5)

17. Append (3)

7. Pass along (5)

18. Havoc (6)

11. Degrade (5)

19. Inborn (6)

12. Distinctive spirit (5)

20. Longing (3)

14. Norse deity (4)

22. Atlases (anag.) (3,4) 15. Sri ----- (5)
25. Vocal confusion (5)

16. Machine tool (5)

28. Proprietor (5)

17. Alcohol radical (4)

29. Hand over (7)

21. Musical
compositions (6)

30. Malady (7)
31. Cold vegetabl
dish (5)

22. Japanese screen (5)
23. Declare invalid (5)
24. Concur (5)
25. Large pill (5)
26. Chamfer (5)
27. Glaringly bright (5)
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Music at Canteen
Enjoy a relaxing coffee or lunch with live music at the
Temple Street Canteen in Keynsham on Saturday 21st
September at 11am.
Helen James and Paul Barclay are regular performers
at the Canteen. Helen is a folk singer and guitarist
experienced in styles from classical through to
Brazilian Jazz.
Paul Barclay from Priston is a talented folk singer of
many years’ experience singing in various vocal groups
and smaller ensembles. Helen and Paul are currently
supporting the Forever Friends Appeal with their
performances. All money raised will help the new
Cancer Care Centre to be built at the Royal United
Hospital in Bath. Entry is free but there will be a
collection of donations on the day.
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More good news for Kingswood High Street
Kingswood town centre is one of 50 locations added
to the shortlist for projects to benefit from the
government’s Future High Streets Fund (FHSF).
The extension of the shortlist was announced last month
meaning over 100 towns and communities stand to
benefit from the £1bn fund. South Gloucestershire
Council had submitted a Kingswood expression of
interest bid earlier in the year and in next phase of
assessment the council will need to develop a full
business case for up to £150,000 of capital investment.
This latest news follows a flurry of activity designed to
boost Kingswood High Street. Last month planning

approval was granted to save the Grade I listed
Whitfield Tabernacle heritage site, subject to
completing a legal agreement.
The West of England Combined Authority has recently
confirmed funding which will ensure a scheme of
stabilisation is undertaken to protect the Tabernacle
building and a bid has been submitted to Historic
England for its full restoration so it can be used by the
community once again. A consultation continues on
plans to submit a Lottery bid to transform Kingswood
Park, the deadline for which is 13th September.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore commented: “There’s

been an extraordinary sense of momentum in the last
year towards regenerating our much-loved Kingswood
High Street – and this Government announcement that
Kingswood has made it through to the latest stage of the
Future High Streets Fund is yet another piece of very
welcome news.
“I look forward to supporting the Kingswood bid as it
progresses to its next stage and towards an all-important
potential national award of funding to make various
improvements that respond to what the community is
asking for - and which complements the regional
funding that has already been awarded by Mayor Tim
Bowles.”
The Government plans to announce the list of
authorities that are successful in obtaining capital
funding for their transformational schemes by spring
2020.

Beware cold callers

MP Chris Skidmore with Metro Mayor Time Bowles

The Week in • Wednesday 4th September 2019

Bristol City Council last month said it had received
reports of cold callers wrongly stating that they are
working with the authority to offer free cavity and loft
insulation.
If you have any concerns about this type of cold caller,
contact trading.standards@bristol.gov.uk or call 03454
04 05 06.
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Spotlight on threats to Siston Conservation Area
A meeting has been arranged to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the creation of Siston Conservation Area
and to discuss issues which impact on the village and
which residents fear pose a threat to its future.
Siston Residents’ Group have organised the meeting
which will be held on the evening of Friday 4th
October.
From 7pm to 7.45pm in St Anne’s Church there will be
the chance to explore its history with Professor Stephen
Hill. Then from 7.45pm to 8.30pm there will be a
discussion in the church hall, led by resident Zillah
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Savage, about the Siston Conservation Area Strategy.
Siston Conservation Area was designated in 1989 and
enlarged in 2010. It is centred round the village and
includes the parish church which has Saxon origins, St
Anne’s Bridge, St Anne’s Holy Well, and the Tudor
manor house of Siston Court, with its adjacent historic
properties, and outlying farms.
The residents’ group say: “After 30 years it is time to
reappraise the Conservation Area and to evaluate the
extent to which the Conservation Area designation has
actually served to protect the character and environment
of our village.
“Some residents are expressing concern that the strategy

has not been systematically implemented and that the
character and environment of our village are facing an
existential threat from uncontrolled development,
greatly increased traffic flow on Siston Lane, rapidly
advancing urbanisation spreading towards us from the
Bristol Ring Road, and the possibility that the approach
road from the proposed Junction 18A on the M4 will
carve a destructive path through the north side of the
Conservation Area.
“The desire to resist and control these processes is not
mere Nimbyism; rather it is about protecting the built
heritage and environmental features which justified the
designation of the Conservation Area 30 years ago.”
If you would like to attend contact Zillah Savage on
01179 373424 or email d_z_savage@hotmail.com
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Putting you in
the picture

Mendelssohn
concert

Keynsham Photographic Society’s new season starts this
week.
Meetings are held in the Fear Hall on Wednesdays at
7.30pm between September and March.
The club covers all aspects of photography – film,
colour, black and white and digital.
Everyone is welcome and the first session costs £3. For
more information visit www.keynshamphotographic
society.co.uk

The next concert by Nomine, the choir representing and
supporting the Children's Hospice South West, will be
at the United Church Longwell Green on Saturday 14th
September at 3pm
Entrance to the Mendelssohn concert is free and
afternoon tea will be available, with retiring donations
to support the work of the hospice.
The concert will feature excerpts from Mendelssohn’s
Elijah and his unfinished Christus.

Fundraising
quiz night
A fundraising quiz night in aid of Staple Hill’s annual
Christmas on the Hill community event will be held on
Friday 13th September at 7pm at Page Community
Association in Page Road.
Tickets are £5 per team (maximum of four people)
and are available from Staple Hill Community
Hub in Berkeley Road or Staple Hill Library in Broad
Street.

Situations Vacant
Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective
and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert
bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding
publication.

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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New Repair Café being
launched in Keynsham
A Repair Café is launching in Keynsham
on Saturday 14th September.
Repair
Café
is
an
international
neighbourhood initiative that promotes
repair as an alternative to throwing things
out. At Repair Cafés people get together to
fix their broken stuff. Places in our area
where Repair Cafés have already been set up
include Stockwood, St George and
Fishponds.
The new Repair Café at Keynsham Baptist
Church will run for two hours – from 10am
to noon. The plan is to hold the café on the
second Saturday of the month going

forward.
Keynsham Repair Café is looking for local
residents with different skills who can be
present as repair experts during the meetings.
Especially needed are people who are handy
with clothing/textiles, electrical appliances
and furniture/wooden objects. Any other
fixing skills are also welcome, as are people
who can welcome visitors and serve as a
contact point.
To sign up as a volunteer email
keynshamrepaircafe@gmail.com
You can also keep up to date on Facebook
by following @KeynshamRepairCafe.

Candles of Remembrance
The Annual Candles of Remembrance
service for families of babies and children
who have died takes place at Victoria
Methodist Church in Keynsham High Street
on Sunday 6th October, starting at 3pm.
The service is an opportunity to remember
children who have passed away, of any age
and either recently or a long time ago, and to
have their names read out in the roll call
during the service.
There will be poems, music, prayers and

songs. There is the opportunity to light a
candle, write a message or say a quiet prayer.
At the end of the service refreshments are
served in the hall.
Everyone is welcome - children, parents,
grandparents, family and friends.
For more information (and to include your
child's name on the roll call) contact Judy
Walker on 0117 9149408 or the Rev. Jane
Wilson on 0117 9862242, or email
office@keynshammethodist church.co.uk

Hanham Woods becomes
a ‘Beacon School’ for
Holocaust education
Hanham Woods Academy has just been
named as a ‘Beacon School’ by the Centre
for Holocaust Education based at University
College London.
Every year, the UCL Centre for Holocaust
Education engages with up to 20 secondary
schools in England that are committed to
enhancing teaching and learning about the
Holocaust. Local MP Chris Skidmore has
welcomed the announcement, saying: “With
antisemitism on the rise, it is absolutely vital
that the Holocaust should be taught in
schools to all pupils.”

Beacon Schools in Holocaust Education
become hubs serving a network of local
schools and partner with the Centre to
improve teaching standards, raise pupil
achievement, and strengthen the provision of
spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development.
Since 2012 the programme has worked
directly with more than 130 schools,
impacting 135,240 students. These schools
act as regional hubs with a reach of a further
800+ schools and more than 800,000
students.
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Keynsham WI report
The August meeting was great fun, with members
from Stockwood WI bringing along their indoor
curling equipment and nearly 50 members had a go.
Nicola Harvey came along to the craft group to run a
workshop on wet felting. This was a new craft to
members and was quite a wet and soapy affair but
great fun.
The WI also ran a trip to Wells to tour the Bishop’s
Palace and Gardens. The guide was very informative
and after the tour members enjoyed tea and cake in the
palace cafe.
This month the WI look forward to a talk from Emma
Britton, the BBC Radio Bristol presenter, who is going
to tell members about her unusual journey into
broadcasting.

At Wells
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Sustainable swimwear
on sale at leisure centres
Swimmers at Active Lifestyle
Centres in Kingswood and
Longwell Green could be splashing
about in swimwear made from old
fishing nets and other industrial
waste recovered from the ocean and
landfill.
The sustainable swimwear has
arrived, thanks to a partnership with
Australian swimwear brand Zoggs
whose Ecolast™ swimwear and
accessories are made from a range of
recycled materials.
Around 640,000 tonnes of fishing
gear are left in the oceans each year and if not recovered and recycled, it can all remain in the
marine ecosystem for up to 600 years before it decomposes.
The waste is rescued from the oceans and saved from landfill
through different initiatives and projects such as The
ECONYL Reclaiming Program, The Healthy Seas initiative,
and Net-Works.
Once the nets are cleaned and shredded, the prepared waste
returns to a raw material where it is transformed into Nylon
6 polymers used to produce the ECONYL yarn. Made from

100% regenerated waste material, the yarn performs as well
as any other nylon yarn manufactured using crude oil.
The partnership is the latest move by Circadian Trust, the
not-for profit organisation that operates Active Lifestyle
Centres, to maximise the company’s environmental
credentials, and follows several other green initiatives,
including rainwater harvesting, the use of solar voltaic cells,
and LED lighting. The trust also hold the ISO14001
accreditation in Environmental Management Systems.
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The story of Hanham
The next in the 2019 season
of talks at Kingswood
Heritage Museum will be
held on Monday (9th
September) starting at

7.30pm. It will tell the story
of Hanham from Roman
times to the present day.
The extensively illustrated
talk will be presented by
Roger Windsor and Roy
Crew, who are leading
members of Hanham Local
History Society, and so are
well qualified in this subject.
They will include tales of

the area's residents, and
cover the rise and fall of
local businesses, as well as
the history of what Roger
calls “the jewel in the
crown” - Hanham Court.
This photo of the Court is
taken from a 1920 sales
brochure.
A small entry fee of £3 will
include refreshments. To

MP holding advice fair

ensure a seat it is advisable
to book in advance. For
more information contact
the museum on 0117
9605664, or email at
kingswoodmuseum@gmail.
com

Filton & Bradley Stoke MP Jack Lopresti is holding a
Senior Citizens’ Advice and Information Fair on
Tuesday 13th September from 1.30pm to 4pm at
Lincombe Barn, Overndale Road, Downend.
Admission is free and everyone is welcome.
For more information call 01454 617783 or email
jack.lopresti.mp@parliament.uk

Public Notice
Hanham Court in the 1920s

Bereavements

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Architectural
Services

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Guttering

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Electrical

Aerials

Handyman

Caravans

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21

Home
Maintenance

Carpet Cleaning

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Appliances

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
Foot Health

52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Carpet Fitters
Architectural
Services

An advert
like this costs

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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£21.00
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Musical Tuition

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM
Ages 6+ . Adults welcome
Please Contact: Anne
adavy6258@gmail.com
07963 935827

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Painting
& Decorating

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Sewing Lessons

+ VAT
per insert

Cheap and fast

Adverts cost £4.20 per
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

centimetre (min 5cm)

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Skip Hire

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

Plastering

4 wk - £17.85

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Plumbers

Storage

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Windows & Doors

Pregnancy
Massage
Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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