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‘We might never get rid of the Lyde Green smell’
The Environment Agency have told people living in
the Lyde Green and Emersons Green area that they
may never get to the bottom of what is causing the
stench that residents regularly complain about.

The Environment Agency have been investigating
residents’ odour complaints since May 2018. The smell,
which is described as sulphurous and “eggy”, can come
and go quickly and is said to be particularly bad at

night. Before building work began on the Lyde Green
estate, there were no reported problems about a smell
in the area.
The Agency have been looking at several potential
sources - Enovert’s landfill site at Shortwood Quarry
and the former industrial and commercial landfill at
Emersons Green that was capped in 1988 and is being
reclaimed by specialist firm Vertase. They have also
ordered changes at the abattoir at Westerleigh including
improvements to ventilation and filtration to cut odour,
and have been looking into a possible link between the
smell and old coal workings in Lyde Green.
In an update to residents ths month the Environment
Agency say: “Enovert have increased the height of the
gas wells in the area currently being filled. This means
they will be able to continue collecting methane gas
generated by the top layers of waste.
“Enovert are also sealing the last section of the quarry
wall with a clay and plastic liner. The lining prevents
gases escaping from the side of the landfill into the
surrounding ground and then into the air. It also makes
it easier for Enovert to collect and burn the gas to
produce electricity.
Continued on page 3
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‘We might never
get rid of the Lyde
Green smell’
Continued from page 1
“We have asked Enovert to install additional gas wells
near the liner to collect this gas and we are currently
awaiting their proposals for these new gas wells. In
addition, Enovert have repositioned their gas collection
pipes on an area of the landfill which is already full. This
allows them to spread soil over the area and seal it off with
a membrane that will prevent gas escaping through the
surface. The membrane and soil have already been
delivered to the site and, provided the weather allows, this
work will take place after the side wall lining has been
completed.”
The Environment Agency say they have also arranged for
their national Ambient Air Monitoring Team to install
equipment at both Emersons Green and Lyde Green in the
autumn. This will monitor the presence of methane and
hydrogen sulphide in the air as both of these gases are
known to be generated from landfill sites.
“We will continue to work with Enovert, Vertase and the
other sites to ensure they are compliant with their permit
and working with best available techniques.
“It is unlikely that we will be able to eliminate all odour,
especially if a combination of sources are causing an
impact. We are not responsible for granting planning
permission to build new homes close to existing permitted
sites, which is the decision of the local authority. We will,
however, continue to investigate reports of odour in the
area.”
To report any environmental incidents call the
Environment Agency’s 24-hour hotline on 0800 807060.

One-way system was
‘final nail in the coffin’
for Keynsham business
A family business which has traded for almost 90 years
is calling time on Keynsham.
Church’s Newsagents has become something of an
institution on the High Street, spanning three generations.
Now, owners Nigel Church and Wendy Day have put the
premises on the market having experienced a significant
drop in footfall over the last eight years.
Wendy Day told The Week In: “This has been a family
decision. Our parents, Eric and Margaret Church, as well
as Nigel and I are all agreed this is the right action to take,
albeit a sad one.
“We accept that these are challenging times for retail but

we can pinpoint the decline in our business which began
with the redevelopment of the Civic Centre in 2011. The
arrangement we entered into with WH Smith was actually
making a difference until the one-way system proved to be
the final nail in the coffin.
“Fortunately, we own our property on the High Street. If
we had been paying a commercial rent for it, I can’t
imagine we would have survived at all.”
Wendy and Nigel, who have run Church’s for the last 20
years, are now looking to rent out the retail space on the
ground floor. They stressed that business will continue as
usual until such time as a new occupant is found.

Caught on CCTV
CCTV captured someone smashing the rear window of
a vehicle while it was parked on The Mead, Keynsham,
at about 3.50am on Monday 12th August.
If you have any information regarding this incident,
contact the police on 101. Alternatively you can call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Bus diversion during road closure
Bus company First has outlined how
services will be affected by the lengthy
bridge closure on the B4465 Westerleigh
Road, which was due to start yesterday
(Tuesday).
The closure is required for repairs to be made
to the bridge going over the M4. The work
is expected to continue until Friday 4th
October.
With the closure of the road between Leigh
Farm and St Aldam’s Nursery, the Y5 bus
service will be on diversion.
The service from Chipping Sodbury will
operate normal route to Westerleigh Road
(Kidney Hill), then turn left and carry
straight along the other Westerleigh Road to
the A4174 ring road, past the Emersons
Green roundabout and going left at the next
roundabout onto the B4465, then into
Pucklechurch village, turning right onto
Abson Road, going around the Oaktree
Avenue loop and then taking the normal

route to Bristol. From Bristol the service Y5
will operate the reverse of the above.
The bus stops at Westerleigh Hill crossroads,
Westerleigh Crematorium, Lansdown Road
and The Star will not be served during this
closure.

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
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Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

Due to the length of the diversion required
passengers are advised to allow extra time
when making their journeys during this

period. Westerleigh Crematorium, which is
on the B4465, has advised visitors to follow
the diversion signs.

Public meeting
The Friends of Siston Commons group are holding a public meeting at Warmley
Community Centre on Tuesday 10th September.
The Friends work in partnership with South Gloucestershire Council to look after the
commons and the meeting is a chance to find out about new plans and to talk to the
council’s commons officer Matthew Lipton.
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.
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Policeman badly hurt during
drug arrests in Staple Hill
A police officer suffered severe facial
injuries while trying to detain a suspect in
Staple Hill.
The 25-year-old, who has been with Avon &
Somerset police for three and a half years,
underwent undergone surgery and has been
recovering at home following the incident
last Tuesday evening (20th August).
In a statement Avon & Somerset police said:
“At about 7pm, a suspicious vehicle was
seen by officers outside a building supplies
company in Staple Hill. The car drove off
and was spotted by officers a short time later
in Kensington Road.
“When officers approached the vehicle, the
three occupants got out and ran off in
different directions.
“One of the suspects was seen heading along
a footpath off Acacia Road and an officer
chased after him. While detaining the suspect
the officer suffered some severe facial
injuries.”
A 20-year-old man was arrested on suspicion

of possession with intent to supply a class A
drug and a 37-year-old man was arrested on
suspicion of being concerned in the supply
of controlled drugs.
A quantity of suspected class A drugs and
other items including cash and mobile
phones were recovered from the scene and
the car was seized for a full forensic
examination.
Supt Pete Warren said the 25-year-old police
officer was good spirits despite the injuries
he suffered in the line of duty. He underwent
an operation last Wednesday night which
lasted several hours.
Supt Warren added: “We’d like to
wholeheartedly thank the public for all their
support and kind words. It means a lot to the
officer, his family and everyone here at Avon
& Somerset police.”
The 20-year-old man arrested on suspicion
of possession with intent to supply a class A
drug has been released on bail. The 37-yearold man arrested on suspicion of being
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concerned in the supply of controlled drugs
has been released under investigation.
Police have also arrested a third man, aged

33, on suspicion of dangerous driving and
being concerned in the supply of a class A
drug. He has also been released on bail.
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Schools report improved GCSE
Students across the area picked up their
GCSE results last week and there was
much to celebrate.
2019 saw the introduction of new exams in
virtually all GCSE subjects. A new grading
system is in place, with 9 – 1 grading
replacing the old A* - G (9 being the
highest). A grade 7 equates to an A and a 4
is equivalent to the old C (pass) grade.
Wellsway School in Keynsham maintained
and improved on the excellent results from
last year, with a rise in the percentage of
GCSE or equivalent entries graded at 7 or
better from 22% in 2018 to 27% this year,
whilst the basics measure for grade 5+ in
English and Maths has remained steady at
close to 60%. More than three-quarters of
students gained five or more good passes
including English and Maths.
Seven per cent of all entries achieved a
grade 9, significantly higher than the
national average of 4% in 2018. The school
said there was a significant improvement in
the attainment of students across the
sciences, including 30% achieving a grade
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9 in Chemistry; 26% a 9 in Biology and
21% a 9 in Physics.
IKB in Keynsham, which is also part of the
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust (WMAT),
opened in 2015 to meet the need for skilled
and highly qualified students in the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths) areas and for a third year running
students achieved highly in these subjects.
Forty per cent of all grades in STEM
subjects were at a Grade 6 or above and
students excelled in Engineering where
more than 40% of the grades were a
Distinction or Distinction *.
A successful cohort studied an additional
GCSE in Further Maths and many gained
at least a B grade in this subject. Students
also achieved highly in other subject areas
with more than 70% gaining a grade 4 in
English.
Students from Sir Bernard Lovell Academy
in Oldland Common, which is also part of
WMAT, are celebrating significantly
improved results in a number of subjects.
The academy has seen a rise in the basics

measure, for English and Maths results,
where the proportion of students achieving
grades 4-9 has risen by 13 percentage
points and grades 5-9 by 10 percentage
points.
Maths results have significantly improved
with more than 80% of achieving at least a
grade 4 and almost 50 per cent a grade 5.
In English, more than 80% of students
achieved a Grade 4, with 58 per cent a
Grade 5 or higher. Results in all other
subject areas have improved with a rise in
students achieving grades 7 and higher
across all subject areas.
Meanwhile Broadlands Academy in
Keynsham, which is part of the Academies
Enterprise Trust, saw 41% of students
securing grades 9-4 in both English and
Maths. The school said its Maths results
had risen by 10% from last year and
highlighted its strong results in science,
with for the first time more than 25% of
students studying the more challenging
Triple Science qualification (Biology 80%,
Chemistry 84% and Physics 76% achieving

grade 4 or better).
At the John Cabot Academy in Kingswood,
which is run by the Cabot Learning
Federation (CLF), 70% of students
achieved a grade 4 or above in English and
Maths and 43% achieved a grade 5 in both
subjects.
Bristol Metropolitan Academy in
Fishponds, which is also part of CLF, is
celebrating its best results ever. Principal
Cameron Shaw said: “As the new GCSEs
continue to embed, we are extremely
pleased that we have been able to make
significant improvements on our previous
strong outcomes; 67% of our students left
with good passes in both English and
Mathematics along with a suite of other
subjects. This is an increase of 10% on our
previous best.”
The CLF’s Bristol Brunel Academy in
Speedwell reported another year of
improved outcomes with 56% of students
achieving English and Maths at grades 9 to
4 and 32% gaining English and Maths at
grades 9 to 5.

The Week in • Wednesday 28th August 2019

results
And following significantly improved
results last year at Hanham Woods
Academy, which is also part of CLF, the
school said this year’s students have
produced another set of encouraging results
with around a third gaining grades 9-5 in
both Maths and English. There have also
been further improvements in Maths,
Chemistry, Geography and in vocational
subjects such as BTEC Health and Social
Care and BTEC Sport.
King’s Oak Academy in Kingswood, which
is also part of CLF, reported that 52% of
students gained English and Maths at 9-4
and 33% of students gained English and
Maths at 9-5. And the federation’s Digitech
School in Warmley said that following its
really impressive post 16 results last week,
Year 11 students performed well with some
great individual GLSE successes.
It said that unlike mainstream schools, as a
studio school, Digitech has a specialised
curriculum making comparison more
difficult. However, 61% of pupils secured
passes in English and 53% in Maths.
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Celebrations at Broadlands School
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New footbridge
improves access
to nature reserve
McCarthy &Stone, the housebuilder
behind the new Magpie Court
Retirement Living Plus development on
High Street in Hanham, has donated
£500 to local community group, Friends
of Magpie Bottom Nature Reserve,
towards a new footbridge.
The new, wider and more pedestrianfriendly bridge - which replaces the
previous narrow footbridge - will provide
both the local community and homeowners
at Magpie Court nearby with much
improved accessibility to the nature
reserve.
The bridge was unveiled by Margaret
Davies, from the Friends of Magpie Bottom
Nature Reserve, who received the cheque
from Alison Peacock, sales executive at
Magpie Court.
The popular nature reserve has undergone
significant restoration of its orchard and
footpaths thanks to an Enovert grant, and
the hard work of the Friends team.
Margaret Davies, from the Friends of
Magpie Bottom Nature Reserve, said: “The
Magpie Bottom Nature Reserve is a place
of real natural beauty, and we rely on the
generosity of our volunteer team, who
8

provide the time to maintain it, as well as
grants and donations from local businesses
for much-needed improvements.
“The £500 we’ve received from McCarthy
and Stone is fantastic and has enabled us to
replace the previous bridge – which was
old, dilapidated and narrow – with one that
is robust and fit-for-purpose. This now
provides a safe and accessible environment
for all who want to visit our beautiful
nature reserve, and we look forward to
welcoming the homeowners from Magpie
Court.”
Ciara Hilley, from McCarthy & Stone
Southern, said: “An important part of what
McCarthy & Stone does is support
initiatives in the towns and communities
where we build our properties that create a
lasting, positive legacy.
“We are thrilled to be able to provide
support to Friends of Magpie Bottom for
the new footbridge into the nature reserve.
It really is a beautiful area, and that is
testament to the dedication of the Friends
team, that works so hard to maintain it. Our
homeowners will benefit from the
improved accessibility, and I’m sure they
will visit it often.”
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New luxury care home
proposed for Bath Road
People were invited to an exhibition last Thursday
to find out more about a proposed new care home
on the A4 at Keynsham.
Dominic Lawson Bespoke Planning (DLBP) staged the
event at Keynsham Masonic Hall. People living near
the proposed home on the corner of Pixash Lane and
Bath Road were encouraged to come and ask questions
and give feedback on the proposals.
The new care home would create 75 full-time
equivalent jobs.
In March of this year Litfield Land got outline planning
permission from Bath & North East Somerset Council
to demolish the bungalow on the plot at 213 Bath Road
and build a 68-bed care home, with access, scale and
layout agreed.
Now a more detailed scheme – with 77 bedrooms - is
being prepared for the site by Hamberley Care Homes,

Day space in a Hamberley care home

which already runs luxury care homes
in Bedfordshire, Oxfordshire, Kent,
London, Sussex and Surrey, East
Renfrewshire and East Dunbartonshire.
The scheme that was approved in March
included parking for 30 cars, a new
access road and footways using the
existing access onto Pixash Lane, and
closing off the access from the A4 to
vehicles, but keeping it as a pedestrian
access into the site.
At the time B&NES Council said the
proposed development was acceptable
even though the site lies just outside of the Keynsham
Housing Development boundary. It is not in the Green
Belt.
Keynsham Town Council had objected to the proposed
access on to Pixash Lane, saying that
section of road is heavily congested
with on-street parking and there is
constant heavy traffic flow to and
from the recycling centre. But
B&NES said the application had been
accompanied by a comprehensive
transport assessment which had been
reviewed by the council’s highways
officer and was acceptable.
This week DLBP said: "The proposal
would be built by Hamberley
Development and operated by

Sudoku
1-Easy

An impression of how the care home would look

Hamberley Care Homes, a high quality nursing and care
home developer and operator.
"The home will provide accommodation for individuals
with a variety of care needs, including dementia and
nursing care. The proposal has been designed to
complement the local scale and character of
development along Bath Road. The development will
include parking, site access and generous landscaping.
The care home will also provide approximately 75 fulltime equivalent jobs.”
The home would be designed to offer a dementiafriendly environment with clear wayfinding, multiple
day spaces allowing a variety of choice for residents,
and easy access to gardens and terraces.
Following public consultation, it is expected that a
planning application will be lodged with B&NES
Council next month.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 1st September

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Extend route of No 44
Dear Sir
I

share

Georgina

Hall's

frustration

(7th August issue) with car parking in
Keynsham and agree the need for a Park &
Ride.
Perhaps this could be combined with the
move of the Brislington Park and Ride to
Hicks Gate? However, a simple, shorter term
solution for those of us in the Longwell
Green, Barrs Court and Hanham area would
be to extend the No 44 bus service to
Keynsham. This would provide a more
regular and reliable service than the No 17
bus and would improve connections with
Keynsham railway station. I regard that
station as our local station and often use it
for off-peak travel requiring long-term
parking.
From Cadbury Heath shops, the No 44 could
go via Parkwall Road and Longbeach Road
to Willsbridge, thus avoiding the problem of
the Bitton railway bridge experienced with
the No 42. The Memorial Road - Whittucks
Road diversion could be transferred to the
No 45 to compensate for the time added to
the No 44 extension.
I made the above suggestion to First Bus in
February 2018 and received a courteous
reply from them saying my suggestion
would be passed to the Network Planning
Team but nothing has happened although I
see that minor timetable adjustments to the
No 44 are imminent.
If my suggestion was taken up by First Bus,
I would hope that the service would be used
sufficiently to justify any extra cost to the
operators or subsidy the local authority
might contribute in the interests of the
environment.
David Tiley
Longwell Green
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Open letter concerning
dog fouling
Dear The Week In, Keynsham Voice,
Bitton Parish Council, Chris Skidmore
MP, Avon Wildlife Trust and Avon Valley
Railway
Very sorry to trouble you with such a trivial
but disgusting issue. Having recently
purchased a house in Bitton on the
Oldland/Willsbridge border, also a dog
owner, I am shocked at what seems to be an
acceptance among what must be a majority
of fellow dog owners within the community
that it's OK to allow their dogs to defecate
wherever they see fit with no effort at all to
pick up the excrement.
Regularly I see this on well-used pavements
(main road and side streets), outside of the

vanity will not allow it. As D James stated,

A bridge too far
Dear Sir

it is a pity he did not earlier mention his

How lovely for the Saltford residents and

intentions; hopefully people will remember

B&NES that they are extending their sewage

the next time he asks for votes.

works for the benefit of the Bath and

B Charles

Keynsham area (Issue 589). To do this their
plan is to simply build a bridge 25feet high
natural beauty. This would then put all the

Young cyclists are a
menace

traffic pollution, noise and dust through the

Dear Editor

villages of Swineford and Bitton.

I am particularly concerned at a convoy of

A bridge and road is not something you can

cyclists that come round the corner at speed

simply hide away – it is there for a very long

on the path between the Memorial Park and

time, as will be the increase in traffic.

the High Street, turning right at Grounded, a

Come on South Gloucestershire Council, nip

blind corner, without looking. They are

this in the bud before it goes too far.

showing no care or respect for pedestrians. I

P Collins

am tempted to say it will cause an accident,

with all the roads in an area of outstanding

but fear it already has. On last Tuesday night
(20th), at the junction of Station Road and

public footpaths within the Willsbridge

Thanks you to everyone
who helped me

conservation woods, within half a metre of

Dear Editor

response to a motorcyclist who sounded his

public footpaths on private farmland

May I say thank you to all the kind people

horn because he was foolishly in the middle

(Oldland Common), within the children’s

who came to my aid when I fell outside the

of the road, responded by dismounting and

playground by Bitton railway station, and

Goldies charity shop in Keynsham on

pushing his handlebars, head high, at the still

lastly a rather classy neighbour (yet to be

Saturday 10th August, especially the lady

moving motorcyclist. A lady driving a car

identified) who thinks it's OK to allow their

and gentleman and the Goldies lady who

full of children had to take evasive action

dog to defecate within other neighbours’

provided a chair and water.

and then hit the small concrete roundabout

front gardens.

Also, my friends Eileen and Roger who took

that exits to Bristol. It was some impact and

I’ve lived in various locations in Bath/Bristol

me to the RUH where I had excellent care

must have been very upsetting for the

all of my life and I’ve never seen anything

and treatment, and for looking after me and

children in the car. I hope they are all right.

like it compared to here; perhaps the semi-

seeing me home on the Sunday.

A number of people on the bus stop saw it

rural location makes people think it’s

My grateful thanks to you all.

(though the motorcyclist had pulled away by

suddenly OK.

Doreen Laverick, Keynsham

then). If anybody has any dashcam footage

local school entrance (Cherry Gardens), on

the High Street, outside the church, one
exceptionally stupid member of the group, in

I know in these times it’s difficult to enforce,
but it is really quite grim. Please can
something

be

done

to

increase

they should forward it to the police. Are they

Traders and residents
have been ignored

aware of the menace posed by these children
in our town? An idiotic bunch of cyclists

awareness/reduce ignorance or perhaps send

Dear Sir

then turned up en masse to gawp “because

someone to enforce the Dog Fouling Act

With regard to C Oliver and D James

there’s been an accident” (I heard them on

2016, would be a good money-spinner

(Letters Issue 590), yes, Alan Hale has

their mobiles).

judging by this community.

ignored traders and the vast majority of

The problem of course is societal. It really

Adam Beevor

Keynsham residents, but do not think that he

does not help that the statute that contains the

will reconsider the one-way system, his

offence “wanton and furious cycling”, still
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LETTERS
used by the authorities as they have nothing

foodbank partner with them also.

else, is nearly 200 years old. It needs

Facebook showed its positive and good side

updating urgently to reflect all the modern

in enabling us to make the community aware

paraphernalia on our pavements that did not

of our plight and in turn they responded with

exist in the Victorian age, motorised and

donations through the two drop boxes at

non-motorised, like Segways, hoverboards,

Tesco and Waitrose, as well as at the Tesco

e-bikes, scooters, skateboards to name a few.

collection. Thank you Keynsham and

Under S72 of the Highways Act 1835, still

Saltford and indeed others, it is the

in force, footpaths can only be used by

community, through human kindness and

pedestrians whereas “driving any horse, ass,

concern for others, that makes it possible for

sheep, mule, swine, cattle or carriage of any

us to help those who at a point in their lives

description” on it being illegal. Is it the law

are in food crisis and in need of support.

that is an ass here, or have we ignored it for

Alan Hale

so long that non-enforcement is the norm

Chairman & coordinator, Keynsham

(and yes, the police do have more important

Foodbank

issues to attend to). Why, therefore, cannot
parking attendants that walk around the town

Consultation query

impose on-the-spot fines for cycling on the

Dear Editor

pavement (the legislation is there – a £50

I have just received the Keynsham

fixed penalty - it always has been)?

consultation on parks and open spaces - great

Council officials all over Britain, including

idea. BUT why did Keynsham Town Council

B&NES, routinely impose larger on-the-spot

and B&NES Council not circulate a similar

fixed fines for littering, but has anybody ever

written consultation on the High Street - an

heard of a discarded cigarette butt in a street

even more important decision than the one

causing personal injury or death?

for parks, etc. especially as many see the

Lionel Hutt

small previous High Street consultation as
seriously flawed.

Shoppers donate over a
tonne of food

David Whalley

May I take advantage of your Letters section

Did anyone see collision
in Saltford?

to say a very big thank you to the people of

Dear Sir

Keynsham and Saltford for the support that

There was a collision at the junction of

they gave the Keynsham Foodbank during

Norman Road and the A4 in Saltford last

our two-day collection at Tesco Keynsham.

Thursday (22nd August) at 2.10pm.

Those shopping at Tesco gave over a tonne

A motorbike swerved to avoid a silver Audi

of food which made a vital and much-

coming out of Norman Road on to the main

needed difference to our stock holding.

road. The bike was then in collision with a

I would also like to thank the manager

silver Mercedes.

Andrew Bailey, together with his team at

The police collision report number for

Tesco, for the support that they afforded us.

anyone who witnessed what happened or

Queens Road Coop have also offered us

may have dash-cam footage is 2019/5068.

£200 worth of food as we wait to become a

Name supplied

Dear Editor
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Jan’s the mane
attraction as charity
day raises over £2,200
More than 100 attended a
fundraising event hosted by
Gray’s Kitchen on the
Kingsway in St George on
Saturday.
Jan Bernard, from North
Common, was sponsored to
‘Brave the Shave’ in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Support
and raised £1120.92.
Money raised from an
auction and raffle raised a
further £1,100.70 for the
Nicola Corry Support
Foundation (NCSF), a local
charity which helps families
who have a parent suffering
from cancer.
Jan decided to fundraise as
she has lost many close
friends and family to cancer
and is a cancer survivor
herself.
People can still boost her
fundraising efforts for
Macmillan at https://tinyurl.
com/yyc4hyoa
To donate to NCSF visit
https://www.justgiving.com
/ncsf/donate

Before

After

Mangotsfield Festival’s AGM
The committee that organise Mangotsfield Village Festival are holding their annual
general meeting next Thursday (5th September) at 8pm at the Scout Hall opposite the
Lamb pub.
They say that while many enjoyed the 2019 festival in June, they want to make next
year’s even better and are hoping that more people will come on board to help.
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New night service Warning over rogue
for the airport bus traders in Downend
Since the launch of A4 Air
Decker bus service in 2013, Bath
Bus Company has seen the
service continue to grow.
Today, it is not only an
increasingly popular way to travel
to Bristol Airport from Bath,
Saltford or Keynsham but also a
valuable local link between
communities in South Bristol and
Bath and North East Somerset. It
is no longer just people using the
service to jet away but a means for
many to get to and from
employment opportunities.
Next
week
sees
some
enhancement to the service as
well. From 1st September a new
midnight departure is being added
from Bath with a return from the
airport at 1am. There are also
some changes to the fare structure
with the popular 10-journey ticket costing
£20 and valid anywhere between Bath and
Highridge. The cost of a single journey is
rising slightly but the return fare remains
the same.
Two more low-emission buses will be

Rogue traders have been operating in the
Downend area.
On Sunday 18th August, some men called
at an address in Cleeve Hill, claiming to
be from the council and saying that they
needed to cut down some trees which
were growing over the pavement.
They also said that the resident would be
taken to court if the work wasn’t carried
out, and then charged them £400. They
then called at a neighbouring property
claiming that the first victim had sent
them and charged that resident £220 to
remove some trees.
Police say that although these offences
happened in Downend, culprits can

appear anywhere and that people should
be wary of any cold callers offering to
make repairs or to perform gardening
services.
These works are often unnecessary, and
any work done can be of a low standard.
The offenders can often be threatening.
They may also increase the agreed price
after the work has been started or
completed.
Residents are advised to only use
recognised traders or someone that has
been recommended by a trusted source.
Always get a written quote which also has
a legitimate business address, and never
pay in cash.

Make friends at St George Library
added to the fleet by the end of the year at
a cost of almost half a million pounds.
These will feature table seating, USB
charging points and secure luggage storage.
For full details of the timetable and fares
visit www.airdecker.com.

The Friends of St George Library hold coffee mornings on the first Saturday of the
month from 11am to 1pm.
The active group of local library users encourage library membership, support library
links with local schools and look at how to make the interior better, as well as improving
the external appearance.
The Friends meet at the library at 7.30pm on the second Thursday of the month.
To join visit https://friendsofstgeorgelibrary.org.uk/ or see their Facebook page.

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Wander (7)

1. Write wrongly (8)

8. Give out (7)

2. Stadium (5)

9. Varnish (7)

3. Rummage (5)

10. Small-sized
newspaper (7)

4. Clergyman (6)

11. Dummy pill (7)

6. Major artery (7)

14. Stray (3)

7. Bitter quarrel (4)

16. Walk unevenly (4)

12. Six-faced figure (4)

18. Cain's brother (4)

13. Waistband (4)

19. Second-hand (4)

15. Gemstone (4)

20. Ear part (4)
21. Small flap (3)

16. Period before
Easter (4)

23. Dumbfound (7)

17. Multilinguist (8)

26. Yield (7)

18. Pus-filled cavity (7)

28. Implement (7)

22. Surprise attack (6)

29. Brush off (7)

24. Avow (5)

30. Reap (7)

25. Progeny (5)

5. Cutting remark (4)

26. Drink mixer (4)
27. Single entity (4)
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Delay in Grange School site consultation
There has been another delay in South Gloucestershire
Council revealing redevelopment plans, which include
housing, for the old Grange School & Sports College in
Warmley.
The Grange, which had dwindling numbers and old
buildings, closed in 2016.
Demolition has yet to take place.
The site is already home to the Cabot Learning Federation’s
Digitech Studio School, which opened in 2015. Next door
is Warmley Park Special School, which shares an access
and has recently undergone a major £5.6m expansion. And
in June the Government approved plans to deliver a new
free primary school on the site that will be managed by the
Cabot Learning Federation.
In March 2018 the council announced it would be carrying
out a “masterplanning” exercise on the future of the site
and the first draft would be presented for public
consultation later in the year, with a revised version
developed for a further round of consultation by early 2019.
At the time the council said it would seek a balance of uses,
including a continued education focus, community sport
facilities and some new homes.
However, the consultation did not materialise. In May of
this year the council told us that work was ongoing to
determine the future use of the old Grange School site in a
way that delivers the “best outcomes” for the local
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community and stakeholders and that it was working
towards beginning community engagement on a range of
options in the summer.
This week a spokesperson for South Gloucestershire
Council told us: “We have been working on proposals for

the former Grange School site and we want to ensure these
reflect the wants and needs of the local community.
“This work has taken longer than anticipated which means
we are now planning to begin community engagement in
November.”

Invitation to join riverside walk
The next Sunday footpath walk organised jointly by
Bitton and Hanham Abbots parish councils will be on
Sunday 29th September.
Walkers are asked to meet on in the car park by Keynsham
Lock for a 2.30pm set-off.
This will be a reasonably flat riverside walk towards

Saltford and returning via Bitton.
If you bring a dog, you will be responsible for keeping it
on a lead where appropriate.
Anyone under 16 should be accompanied by an adult.
Walks are led by Clive Brett who can be contacted by
email at clive@brett.org.uk or on 0743 486 9429.
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade, Gloucester Rd,
Bristol BS7 8AL

9.59/10

Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
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Tackling food
poverty during the
school holidays
Hundreds of children from low-income
families in South Gloucestershire have
been benefitting from free meals this
summer.
The programmes provide five to 13-yearolds with free, healthy food and physical
activities and are being hosted at various
locations across South Gloucestershire.
Juice Community Project has been running
‘Fit and Fed’ at Barley Close in
Mangotsfield, in Staple Hill and Cadbury
Heath for 10 to 13-year-olds, as well as other
locations. Southern Brooks Community
Partnerships has been running ‘Kick Start’
for five to nine-year-olds in Almondsbury
Both have organised sports and activities and
have been working with partners to provide
the food - Brooks Café for Severn Beach and
the council’s school catering division Integra

for Barley Close, Cadbury Heath and Staple
Hill.
Integra Catering have provided staff and
catering equipment and have been working
with local suppliers (who are providing food
at zero to low cost) to serve the meals,
typically a balanced two-course dinner with
a vegetarian option available.
The children have also enjoyed activities
with qualified coaches in a secure
environment, including football, den
building and team games.
Packed lunches have also been provided for
a summer school held at Kingswood Library
every Monday throughout the holidays that
has helped children with their reading.
South Gloucestershire Council’s contribution
is funded by its public health inequalities
budget and health inequalities grants.
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Flats scheme for
former offices
Prior approval to change the use of offices
in Kingswood into flats has been granted
by South Gloucestershire Council
planners.
Nineteen flats are proposed in
International House in Bank Road which
has been vacant for some years.
It is proposed that just seven parking

spaces would be provided for the flats but
the council has acknowledged that it is a
“highly sustainable” location where
transport modes other than the car are
readily available.
A detailed planning application will still
need to be submitted.
The applicant is Pryzm Developments.
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in September

Photography exhibition
comes to Tyntesfield
Join the World’s
Biggest Coffee Morning

Photographer and academic Olli Hellmann is exhibiting a
new series of images at the National Trust’s Tyntesfield at
Wraxall from this weekend (30th August) until 22nd
November.
Olli Hellmann is a senior lecturer in political science at the
University of Waikato in New Zealand. His interest lies in
the effects of globalisation, and in translating his academic
interests into a more visual language.
In this work $tow High in Transit, he seeks to compare
Tyntesfield’s fertile wealth with the barren landscape of the
Peruvian Chincha Islands from where the guano came – the
source of the wealth of the Gibbs family who once owned
Tyntesfield.
$tow High in Transit was developed in collaboration with
Tyntesfield and is a series of triptychs and diptychs which
juxtapose the fertile wealth of Tyntesfield’s landscape and
lavish interiors with the barren Chincha Islands.
The name of the exhibition refers to the storage of the guano
on the merchant ship’s return to England. When
contaminated by seawater, guano gave off methane gas,
which in certain conditions caused spontaneous explosions.
The cargo had to be stowed high enough above the waterline
to avoid the risk of asphyxiation and explosion.

The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning is Macmillan’s
biggest fundraising event. People are invited to take part
on Friday 27th September (or any date that suits) and
raise vital donations to help people living with cancer.
Last year almost £27m was raised nationwide and it is
hoped that figure can be topped this year.
M&S is the headline partner for the fundraising event
and the store in Longwell Green will be holding a coffee
morning on the 27th at 10am.
Other public events include a coffee morning on the 27th
at 11.30am at North Common Village Hall. Everyone is
welcome, as are cake donations.
There will also be a coffee morning on that day at
Sturminster Community Association in Sturminster
Road, Stockwood, at 10am.
Meanwhile on Wednesday 18th September the New
World Business Centre in Station Road, Warmley will be
hosting a coffee morning from 11am to 1pm.
And there is a coffee morning next Wednesday (4th
September) at Unity Oldland Methodist Church in
Oldland Common from 10am to 11.30am.
To find out more, including how to host your own event,
visit https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk/

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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$tow High in Transit
© National Trust Anna Kilcooley
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Explore the heritage on our doorstep for free
Historic sites across South Gloucestershire, Bath and North
East Somerset and Bristol will once again be opening their
doors to the public for free during the annual Heritage Open
Days (13th to 22nd September).
Every year in September, places across the country throw
open their doors to celebrate their heritage, community and
history.
In South Gloucestershire residents and visitors are invited to
explore the area’s rich mining history at sites including
Brandy Bottom Colliery, which is next to the Avon Cycle
Path 410, to the south of Coxgrove Hill.
A Scheduled Ancient Monument, it is considered to be a rare
example of the surface layout of a 19th century coal mine.
Avon Industrial Buildings Trust has been working on the
conservation of the buildings since 2008 and visitors can find
The Grotto in Warmley

Warmley Signal Box

out about the history of the colliery and see the results of the
conservation work on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th
September from 10.30am to 3.30pm.
The National Trust’s Dyrham Park will be open on Saturday
14th from 10am to 5pm for people to explore walks around
the 270-acre ancient deer park and visit the gardens and the
17th century house. There is a free shuttle bus from the car
park to and from the house and garden.
Frenchay Village Museum will be open on Saturday 14th and
Sunday 15th from 2pm to 5pm and you can explore
Kingswood Heritage Museum and Grotto in Warmley on
Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd from 11am to 5pm.
And the Grade II listed Warmley Signal Box, which is on the
Bristol and Bath Railway Path, will be open to the public on
the afternoon of Saturday 14th from 2pm when retired
Midland Railway signalman Graham Darby will be available
to answer questions and describe how it used to work.
In B&NES there will be something for all ages and interests,
including the chance to explore Saltford Brass Mill with its
working water wheel and water-powered mill on the
weekends of 14th and 15th and 21st and 22nd September.
Saltford Heritage Centre’s next scheduled public opening
will be on Sunday 22nd September from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
when afternoon tea will be available.
There will be an open day at the recycling depot in Ashmead
Lane in Keynsham on Saturday 14th from 10am to 1pm. If
you have ever wondered what happens to your recycling after
it is collected from your home, here’s your chance to take a
look behind the scenes.
And in Pensford people can collect a new heritage walks
booklet from local pubs, the coffee shop or Post Office. The
three walks are circular, ranging from 3km to 8km, and were
created by Pensford Local History Group.
Venues taking part in Heritage Open Days in Bristol include
the Grade II* 15th century parish church of St. Luke the
Evangelist in Brislington.
It is a chance to see the recently redecorated interior and
upgraded entrance area, visit the tower and see the bells in
action. The church will be open on Friday 13th from 2pm to
6pm, Saturday 14th from 10am to 2pm and Sunday 15th
from 11am to 3pm.
And on Saturday 14th at Hillfields Library from 11am to 5pm
you can find out about the centenary of the birth of council
housing at a photography exhibition and workshops

Hillfields was Bristol’s first council estate, built following
the introduction of the Addison Housing Act in 1919. This
Act, named for the minister who introduced it, aimed to
provide ‘homes fit for heroes’ following the First World War.
The city is celebrating the centenary of this Act with a series
of projects on the key estates. There will be an opportunity
for people to share further stories about the estate and art
workshops for children.
For more information about these and other places that will
be open, visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Café at the hub of the community
The Park Centre Café in Kingswood would like
to thank the local community for their continued
support, having recently joined in the
celebrations to mark the first year anniversary.
As a charity, all revenue generated through the
café in the High Street is fed back into running
the centre which provides a cohesive community
for everyone through activities and events.
The friendly café is open Monday to Friday from 8.30am until 2.30pm where you can
purchase reasonably priced and freshly prepared food, made to order, including a
selection of gluten-free, vegetarian and healthy options.

The Week in • Wednesday 28th August 2019

17

Situations Vacant

Jessie May
families enjoy
fun in the sun
On a gloriously sunny say around 35
families from across the South West took
over Avon Valley Adventure & Wildlife Park
at Keynsham for the annual family fun day
organised by local children’s charity Jessie
May.
Families were able to have free roam of the
park and everything it had to offer with

complimentary passes provided by Avon
Valley Adventure & Wildlife Park and Jessie
May.
Jessie May provides hospice-at-home
care for terminally ill children throughout
Bristol, South Gloucestershire, North
Somerset, Wiltshire and Bath and North East
Somerset.

Police advice as sheds
and garages remain
popular target
Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Two bicycles have been stolen from a garden
shed in Chapel Road, Hanham after the
offenders removed one of the door hinges. It
happened sometime between the 1st and
17th August.
Meanwhile someone removed the hinges
from a garage door in Roseville Avenue in
Longwell Green between 9pm on Saturday
17th and 8am on Sunday 18th August.
Nothing seems to have been stolen.
And at approximately 1.20am on Monday
19th August, a side door was forced to break
into a garage in Polly Barnes Close,

Hanham. This activated the burglar alarm
and the culprits fled without taking anything.
If you have any information regarding these
incidents, contact the police on 101.
Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. Police say that
sheds and garages continue to be popular
targets for criminals all across the Avon and
Somerset police area and recommend that
residents take extra steps to secure their
property. This is especially relevant with
bicycles, so use a Sold Secure-approved lock
and register it on Immobilise.com.
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Signing the way forward for
better care
Patients who are deaf or have hearing loss
are receiving additional levels of support
thanks to the initiative and commitment
of one of the nurse managers at Emersons
Green NHS Treatment Centre.
The staff at the centre book sign language
interpreters for patients when they know one
is needed but Julia Ashfield wanted to offer
more support. She said: “I wanted to ensure
that anyone who was deaf or had hearing
loss felt welcomed and supported as they
arrived at the centre.
“We do book interpreters but, if the referral
does not state a sign language interrupter is
needed, a person may arrive and no
interpreter is available, which is why I
decided to take a 20-week British Sign
Language course at the University of the
West of England.”
There, under the tutelage of a tutor who is
himself deaf, she learned how to use verbal
and non-verbal communication to support

those coming to the centre as patients or as
visitors.
She said: “Not only did we learn sign
language, but we also learned the importance
of facial expressions and body language. The
course also taught that most people who
have hearing loss lip read, to some level, and
so speaking slowly and clearly, while facing
them, is important.
“I learnt that sign language works on a
different sentence construction to spoken
English and that has helped me to write
communications in an effective way,
supporting patients when I have come to the
limits of my sign language.
“It also taught me to stop talking to people
when I am writing, as I have my head down
and those who have hearing loss can no
longer see my lips.”
Julia’s commitment has paid off and now she
is supporting colleagues to learn how to
greet patients and tell them their names. She
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said: “I am so pleased I took on the course
and I have actually used it more than I
anticipated. As well as supporting people
who have hearing loss and giving additional
support to those who have interpreters, I was
able to support a lady whose referrer had
forgotten to specify she needed an

interpreter.
“When I was able to explain to her what had
happened, she grabbed my hands and started
to cry, saying she was so thankful that
someone had gone and trained for just this
eventuality. It made all the hard work
worthwhile.”
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Another Wembley trail Garden centre’s summer
show is a growing success
for Keynsham Town
After a disappointing exit 1-0
to Brislington in the FA Cup,
Keynsham have another
chance to progress in a
national cup competition on
Saturday (31st August).
They will take on Helston
Athletic from the South
Peninsular League, Premier
Division West in the Buildbase
Action from Keynsham’s recent FA Cup match with
FA Vase where Wembley
Brislington Credit: M. Slucutt
awaits the finalists.
Keynsham Town have started well in their averaging over 130.
first Premier Division campaign in 12 years A good crowd is expected once again for this
following last season’s promotion, winning potentially exciting match. The winners will
two of their first four matches and standing be home to Axminster Town in the next
a comfortable 10th in the league table. round.
Attendances have been up on last season, Mike Slucutt

Fonthill Garden Centre’s 7th annual flower and vegetable show on Saturday 17th
August was a great success with almost 70 exhibitors and 340 exhibits.
Matt Pullin, manager of the garden centre in Bitton, said: “There were some great
entries despite the unpredictable weather we've had recently. Everyone seemed to enjoy
looking at and judging the exhibits and there was a lot of fun going on between the
exhibitors which made for an amazing show.
“A huge thank you to everyone who took part and to all who came to support the show.
Now to start planning for next year.”
The following won cups and trophies: Sheila Fletcher, Graham Lees, Martin Pullin,
Alan Studley, Colin Hale, Jack Pullin and Freya Gray.

Grab a bargain at re-use sale
A re-use sale will be held in Keynsham on
Saturday 21st September from 10am to noon
at Pixash Lane, next door to the recycling
centre.
On offer will be good quality, pre-loved

furniture, bric-a-brac and more, all on sale at
bargain prices. All items have been saved for
re-use at B&NES recycling centres.
All items bought must be collected during
the sale.

Picnic day in Stockwood
The Stockwood Community Annual Picnic Event takes place on Saturday (31st August)
from 11am to 2pm.
People are encouraged to bring a picnic to the free event in the Stockwood Growing
Together Community Garden at Southern Link Centre in Whittock Road.
There will be arts and crafts and dancing plus free food tasters.

Try short mat bowls
Saltford Short Mat Bowls Club play on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons at
Saltford Hall and are now starting a new evening session on a Thursday at 8pm.
No equipment is needed to begin with and there are coaches on hand to help.
For more information call club secretary Joan Hamblin on 01225 872389.

20

The Week in • Wednesday 28th August 2019

Bike security event

Beat surgery

Following multiple reports of bike thefts recently, the police will be offering a
postcoding security service at Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green on Saturday (31st
August) from 10am to 4pm.

Police will be holding a beat surgery at Keynsham Library on Saturday (31st August)
from 3pm to 4.30pm for people to come along and discuss any policing issues with
the local team.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Advertising

Blinds

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Locksmiths

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion

Foot Health

becomes

1 week - £21

Carpet Fitters

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Appliances

6 wk - £16.80

Oven Cleaning

8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Handyman

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Garden Services

All prices per week
exc VAT

Driveways
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Architectural
Services

Home
Maintenance

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
22

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

An advert
like this costs

per insert

£21.00

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Skip Hire

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Tile Services

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

12 wk - £14.70
52 wk - £12.60

£21.00

All prices per week
exc VAT

+ VAT
per insert

Plastering

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Pregnancy
Massage

An advert
like this costs

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

26 wk - £13.65

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Wanted

Windows & Doors

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

An advert
like this costs

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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