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New bridge over the River Avon?
Wessex Water has draws up plans for a 25ft high

junction on the A431, just south of Swineford, and

bridge over the River Avon to serve its Mead Lane

would relieve the Saltford Conservation Area of heavy

sewage plant at Saltford.

vehicles going to and from the Saltford Water

The access road for the bridge would be from a new

Recycling Centre (WRC), which takes sewage from the

The current Mead Lane access

Bath and Keynsham areas.
The bridge would also incorporate a footway and there
would be a link to the River Avon Trail.
No planning application has been lodged as yet but
B&NES Council has already screened the proposals
from an environmental point of view and says there
would be no significant impacts.
The river is the boundary between B&NES and South
Gloucestershire. Wessex Water this week confirmed
that any planning application would be lodged with
B&NES Council, even though the proposed access falls
within South Gloucestershire. The South Glos side lies
within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.
The building phase of the road and bridge would
involve approximately 25 construction vehicles
attending the site per day for between 15 and 18
months.
In a screening report drawn up by consultants for
Wessex Water it says: “The scheme would provide a
permanently flood-free vehicular access across the river
to the WRC and public access to the river for
pedestrians. The existing access route to the WRC
would continue to remain open for light vehicles.”
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
It adds: “The access route will form a simple T-junction to
the A431 where the current speed limit is 40mph and is
located just outside the 30mph speed limit in Swineford. As
part of the scheme, it is proposed to extend the 30mph speed
limit to incorporate the proposed junction location. This will
have the indirect benefit of improving safety for road users
and limiting loss of hedgerow for visibility.”
The suggestion is that the 30mph limit would be moved 180
metres towards Bath.
There is a requirement to carry out an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) as part of the planning application process
for certain projects. B&NES has assessed whether there are
likely to be significant environmental impacts as a result of
the proposal and has concluded that although there will be a
number of impacts that will need to be carefully considered,
none of them, individually or taken together as a whole, will
be significant in EIA terms, so it is not necessary for any
future planning application for this development to be
accompanied by an Environmental Statement.
The report from the B&NES’ planning officer notes: “The
development will unquestionably have a landscape and visual
impact; a length of road and a bridge will be constructed
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within an area which is for the most part currently
undeveloped. Proposed planting will reduce and soften the
development however within the landscape. The landscape
and visual impact of the proposal will not be significant in
EIA terms.”
The planner also says that the proposal would result in the
loss of approximately one hectare of what is classified as best
and most versatile agricultural land: “This is unquestionably
an impact, but it is not a significant impact in EIA terms.”
But the report says impacts during the construction phase,
such as disruption to river navigation, footpath use and
fishing, and increased traffic volumes, are all for a temporary
period only. Once operational, the road and bridge will not
increase traffic volume/flow but move it from Saltford to the
A431.
The potential to construct a bridge across the River Avon at
Saltford was identified in The Waterspace Study two years
ago, undertaken by B&NES Council in partnership with the
Environment Agency, Canal & River Trust and Wessex
Water.
This week a Wessex Water spokesperson told us: “We are
exploring a number of options, which includes a potential
bridge across the River Avon to our water recycling centre at

Saltford.
“If we were to go ahead, any planning application would go
to B&NES, but South Glos Council would be consulted.
“Once we have explored all options we would let local
people know should we go ahead with any plans.”

Yet more bikes
stolen from Hanham
There have been more reports of bikes stolen in
Hanham. Concerns were raised at the Community
Engagement Forum in Hanham last month about the
high number of thefts that have been taking place locally.
In the latest incidents, a garage in Footshill Road was
burgled on the night of 1st August and a number of
pushbikes were stolen. And someone broke into a garden
shed at the rear garden of a home in Whittucks Road
between 11pm the same evening and 6am the following
day and stole a pushbike.
If you have any information regarding these incidents,
contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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St John Ambulance
looking for volunteers
St John Ambulance is looking for new first
aid volunteers to help cover a wide range
of events in Bath and Bristol.
The charity’s East Bristol unit needs to
expand from its current group of 15
volunteers to cover St John’s
commitments across a huge part of the
city.
St John’s area manager Craig Wilkins said:
“Though our team meets in Warmley, we
cover a huge patch, encompassing events
in Keynsham, Hanham, Longwell Green,
Downend, Kingswood, Emersons Green
and the new Lyde Green estate – new
volunteers are welcome from across the

area.”
Meanwhile, a team of two based in Bath
attend everything from rugby fixtures and
the half-marathon to performances at the
Theatre Royal.
The units include everyone from first
aiders with less than six months’
experience to ambulance crew members
with more than 20 years in St John, and
volunteers come from all walks of life.
For more information on St John
Ambulance, including how to make a
donation and details of training for the
public, schools and businesses, visit
www.sja.org.uk or call 0870 010 4950.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

Curo colleague Samantha Thomas
chats with a customer at the 2018
Curo Residents’ Conference

Curo residents’ conference
Curo is holding a conference for its
residents next month, building on the
success of last year’s event.
The association’s office on Lower Bristol
Road in Twerton is the venue on 17th and
18th September.
Paul Harris, Curo’s
executive director for customer experience,
said: “Feedback from last year’s conference
was really positive, so we’ve kept things
similar for 2019.
“There are daytime and early evening
sessions to choose from and it’s going to be
informal and welcoming, with the emphasis

on us listening to and learning from our
residents.
“We’ve added some fun kids’ activities so
we’re really hoping people will bring all the
family.
“We’re asking anyone who needs help
getting here to tell us so we can help out with
transport.”
The event is free for anyone living in a Curo
home or receiving a Curo service, such as its
Independent Living Service. Customers can
find out more, book places by visiting
www.curo-group.co.uk/residentsconference
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MP pledges ongoing support in fight
against housing and ‘wrong road’
MP Jacob Rees-Mogg has pledged his
ongoing support to campaigners in their
fight against major housing proposals for
Whitchurch Village and a new road which
would link the A4 at Hicks Gate to south
Bristol.
At a meeting at the Royal British Legion in
the village on Friday, which was attended by
around 150 people, Mr Rees-Mogg said
there is a need for more homes generally but
the very last place to put them should be
Whitchurch Village as it would create urban
sprawl and result in the loss of quality
farmed land.
As we reported last week, Government
inspectors have criticised how the local
authorities in the West Country have chosen
where large-scale developments should be
and have advised them to go back to the
drawing board.
The so-called Strategic Development
Locations include the proposed 2,500 homes
at Whitchurch Village as well as 1,500 in
North Keynsham and 750 at Brislington, as
well as major developments in Nailsea and

Backwell. Three garden villages were also
included in the Joint Spatial Plan – at
Churchill, Banwell and Buckover.
But the inspectors feel that the local councils
and West of England Combined Authority
(WECA) have not done enough to persuade
them of the case for the choice of these
locations.
Friday’s meeting was jointly chaired the
meeting by Paul May, B&NES councillor for
Publow and Whitchurch, and Faye Dicker,
from the South Bristol Wrong Road Group
(SBWRG) which was set up to protest
against the planned orbital route which
would plough through the Green Belt behind
Stockwood from Hicks Gate to the A37 at
Whitchurch Village and then on through
more Green Belt land to a junction with
Whitchurch Lane. Cllr May said that
although it was a battle won, they would
have to wait to see how the local authorities
react and keep fighting against the road.
“Mr Rees-Mogg was absolutely clear that he
supported the village as a special case and no
Green Belt in the area should be further
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developed. He believes building a road
through valuable Green Belt at vast cost will
increase pollution and other alternatives need
to be considered.

“I asked the audience to show their hands if
they wanted us to continue to fight the
proposals and we received a completely
positive indication we should.”
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Repair plans for cracking road
Plans are being drawn up for a permanent repair to the
cracking quarryside road at the top of Naishcombe Hill
in Wick, where the crash barrier is also crumbling.
As we reported in Issue 578, residents and Wick & Abson
Parish Council have raised their concerns with South
Gloucestershire Council that the road next to the old quarry,
which is now a nature reserve, is falling away.
Over the years, approximately 20ft of land beyond the crash
barrier has gone. The 60-year-old barrier has sunk in places
to below the level of the road and some of the wooden
supports have either rotted away, are loose, or are missing
altogether.
The surface of the road has been cracking for years and the
edge is now beginning to fall away too.
This week a spokesperson for South Gloucestershire Council
told us: “We have been regularly monitoring the carriageway
at Naishcombe Hill since this issue was first reported and
although there has been a slight increase in some of the
cracks on the road surface during that period, it doesn’t
warrant any immediate action. We will continue to monitor
it for further signs of deterioration and will consider
introducing temporary safety measures if required.
“We are currently planning designs for a permanent repair
which we hope to construct in 2020/21. This will include an
improved safety barrier along the edge of the carriageway.”
Carolyn Williams, who chairs the parish council, said this
week that South Gloucestershire Council has advised
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Combine harvester
catches fire
Three crews from Bath and one from Hicks Gate fire
station were called out to deal with a combine harvester
on fire at a farm at Colliers Lane, Newton St Loe last
Monday evening (5th August).
Three firefighters in breathing apparatus used high
pressure hose reels to extinguish the fire, before damping
down the area.
The cause of the fire is thought to be accidental.

members that it is continually checking the road surface for
movement, and there is no immediate danger.
“Even with their responses we are still concerned as both
First Bus and Stagecoach are often running double-decker
buses both up and down the hill,” she said.

Family fun
There will be Family Fun Day on Saturday 24th August
at the Lamb Inn in Mangotsfield from 11am to 4pm to
raise money for St James’ Church.
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Bus service changes starting in September
Bus changes that come into effect in
September will include more services to
Lyde Green.
From 15th September First’s Service 48
(Emersons Green – Downend – Fishponds –
Bristol Centre) and the 49 (Emersons Green
– Mangotsfield – Staple Hill – Bristol
Centre) are being extended to Lyde Green
and the Bristol & Bath Science Park.
The services will use Willowherb Road in
Lyde Green but there are no other route
changes. There are timetable amendments
but frequencies remain the same.
First is also starting a new Service X49
(Staple Hill – Bristol Centre) to provide
more capacity at Monday to Friday morning
peak times only. The service will serve
Staple Hill and Fishponds and will then use
the M32 into Bristol Centre.
The frequency of buses off peak on First’s
Service 48A (UWE Frenchay Campus –
Blackberry Hill – Fishponds – Bristol
Centre) Monday to Friday is being increased
to every 15 minutes to reflect higher demand
to/from UWE Frenchay campus.
Other
changes
include
timetable
amendments for First Bus’s Service 2
(Cribbs Causeway – Brentry – Southmead –
Bristol Centre – Stockwood) but frequencies
remain the same across all days of operation.
The route is being revised to operate via
Crown Lane and Tormarton Crescent.

There are also changes to First’s Services 35
& 35A (Bristol Centre – Kingswood – Wick
– Marshfield) with the 35A being cancelled
and Service 43 (First Bus (Bristol Centre –
Kingswood – Warmley – Cadbury Heath)
providing an alternative; the 35 timetable is
being amended but frequencies remain the
same and there is no change to route.
There are also timetable amendments to
First’s Service 44 (Cadbury Heath – Hanham
– Bristol Centre) but frequencies remain the
same across all days of operation. There is a
minor route change in Central Bristol due to
new road layout.
A new 44A service is being introduced,
operating Monday to Friday afternoons
(between Nelson Street, Broadmead and
Furber Road, St George direction only).
Some service changes are also coming in
from 1st September. Morning peak outbound
journeys towards Downend on First’s
Service 5 will no longer serve Bromley
Heath. The first journey from Bromley
Heath to Downend will be at 09.32. Journeys
towards Bristol are unaffected.
The frequency of Bristol Community
Transport’s m1 (Cribbs Causeway – Bristol
Centre – Hengrove) is being amended to
reflect demand from 10 to 12 minutes
Monday to Saturday off peak and from 10 to
20 minutes on Saturday mornings and
evenings.

The Week in • Wednesday 14th August 2019

The routes of both First’s Service 19 – First
Bus (Bath to Cribbs Causeway via Bitton,
Cadbury Heath, Kingswood, Downend,
UWE and Bristol Parkway) and 19A (Bath
to Cribbs Causeway via Keynsham,
Kingswood, Downend, UWE and Parkway)
are being amended to serve Charlton
Boulevard.
The timetable on First’s Service 37 (Bath
Centre – Bitton – Hanham – Bristol Centre)
is being amended but frequencies remain the
same, while a 37A school journey from
Hanham Maypole to Bath bus station serving
Oldfield School is being introduced.
Also from 1st September First is launching
a new SB1 service (Soundwell – Kingswood
– Cadbury Heath – Longwell Green – St

Brendan’s Sixth Form College) running
Monday to Friday in term only.
Some school services are also changing
operator: Service 441 (Kingswood –
Hanham – Longwell Green – Oldfield
School) has changed from Abus to Eurotaxis
as has Service 443 – (Fishponds – Downend
– Staple Hill – Warmley – Cadbury Heath –
Oldfield).
And Service 948 – (Pucklechurch –
Emersons Green – Mangotsfield – Sir
Bernard Lovell School) has changed from
Eurotaxis to South Gloucestershire Bus and
Coach.
For full details of all the changes coming on
both 1st and 15th September visit
https://www.traveline.info/
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Pesticide-free Fishponds
campaign is launched
Pubs, health centres, schools and a student
lettings agency have joined in a campaign to
turn Fishponds into a ‘pesticide free zone’ by
banning toxic weed killers from their
outdoors spaces.
The campaign, which is promoted by the
Pesticide Safe Bristol Alliance (PSBA) was
officially launched at an event in Eastville Park.
It centres on controversial weed killer
glyphosate, which is being withdrawn from
hundreds of European cities over its links to
cancer. Fishponds is the first postcode in Bristol
that the PSBA hopes to turn totally pesticide
free by spreading wildlife and family-friendly
weeding techniques to private gardens as well
as council-managed land.
Harriet Williams, coordinator of the PSBA,
said: “Pesticide Free Fishponds is about
spreading the use of safer alternatives. The
response here has been amazing – a number of
local businesses are already avoiding
glyphosate on health grounds. Our Pesticide
Free Zone pledge is a simple way to take action
on this important aspect of environmental
health – and if Fishponds can do it, so of course
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can any other suburb of Bristol.”
By the launch event a number of Fishponds
businesses had already signed up to the
campaign. These included The Star, Old Post
Office, Portcullis and New Moon pubs, which
have undertaken to ban glyphosate use in their
gardens. Other organisations include SmilePad
(dental surgery), Little Hayes Nursery School,
Fledglings Nursery and the student letting
agency UWE Houses.
Pesticide Free Fishponds also has the backing
of Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy. She said:
“It’s fantastic to see residents, businesses and
campaigners coming together across Fishponds
to make it the first pesticide-free zone in
Bristol. Taken together with the council’s
pledge to stop using harmful pesticides and the
recently announced Land Managers Task
Force, which aims to collaborate with other
major land managers across the city to
eliminate the use of glyphosate, I’m positive we
can banish these toxic chemicals from our
streets and parks by the 2021 target.”
For
more
information
visit:
www.pesticidesafebristol.org

Harriet Williams at the launch
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Mystery dust plagues Keynsham flat
A Keynsham pensioner is baffled and
concerned by a layer thick dust which
appears in his home every week.
Robert Lewis, 70, who lives in a rented
ground-floor flat in a block in Park Road,
says he is plagued by the dust which started
appearing about four years.
He has been assured by letting agents
Andrews that it is not asbestos, but he and his
exasperated cleaner Babs Stone want to
know what it is, where it is coming from, and crucially whether it is dangerous to
health.
Mr Lewis says his is the only flat in the block
that is affected. He lived there for years
without there being a problem.
Mrs Stone comes to clean every week for Mr
Lewis, who has mobility problems. The
kitchen is the room most affected in the flat
and it even gets into cupboards. Mrs Stone
has written ‘HELP’ in the dust that covers

one of the kitchen walls.
A new vent has been fitted in the kitchen, and
the flat underwent a major deep clean in
February, when Rob moved out for a few
days into a local hotel.
During that time new flooring was laid but
the problem continues.
There is a crack down the side of the building
on the side where his flat is. Mr Lewis says
it has been there for years but is getting
bigger. There is also a crack near his front
door. He is hoping a structural survey can be
carried out to see if subsidence might be the
cause of the dust problem.
Mrs Stone says that someone from B&NES
Council’s environmental health team visited
last August and she gave him a pot of the dust
and asked him to get it tested but she
understands that did not take place.
The Week In has contacted both Andrews and
the council inviting them to comment.

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 18th August

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Keynsham High Street
scores well

local population who will no longer be able
to use the facility. Significant amongst those

Congratulations to MPs on
their promotions

Apparently, I was the first to notify Western
Power before midday on the said date. The

Dear Editor

excluded will be older residents, minors, and

Dear Sir

first outage lasted until 7pm. After 75

I see in the Mirror today a report that the

those residents that are struggling to make

After the change in Downing Street, it is

minutes of normal power it went off again

perfect High Street is home to a Post Office

ends meet or are otherwise disadvantaged.

good to see our local MPs in Boris Johnson’s

for almost two hours. It was bad enough in

(tick), a greengrocers (tick), a butchers (tick)

No doubt Better employed professionals will

new Cabinet. In this regard I extend warm

daylight for this to happen but after dark is

and as they put it, a boozer (tick). It also

have satisfied paperwork requirements for

congratulations to Kingswood MP Chris

beyond a joke.

talked about a bakery (tick) a restaurant

“equality impact assessment” and to show

Skidmore, Jacob Rees-Mogg and Luke Hall.

It had nothing to do with the national outage

(tick) barbers (tick), supermarket (tick) shoe

“due diligence”. This will be cold comfort

As hard-working constituency MPs, they

and there was no support available for the

shop (tick) and a record shop (tick).

for those who struggle with electronic

deserve the honour of serving the wider

vulnerable from any of the relevant agencies

So when people are decrying the High Street

systems, plastic cards or are trying to avoid

community. Their inclusion now will help

covering sheltered housing residents. One

and Temple Street it would seem that we are

debt. With cash you can see exactly how

put Bristol and North East Somerset even

hopes that the next emergency is not at the

blessed with many shops that other places

much you have right now, whereas with

more firmly on the political map and bring

weekend or Friday afternoon!

can only wish for. It might not be a perfect

payment cards you can be suddenly be hit

new benefits to the whole area.

One of my neighbours has advanced

High Street here in Keynsham but it seems

with debits made days earlier. Access to the

Mary Martin (Mrs)

dementia. She spends her time indoors

that we are doing very well according to the

internet and use of smart phones also incur

Kingswood

watching DVDs/TV/reading, none of which

standard of a national wish list.

purchases and monthly payments, which

Alan Hale

some can ill afford.

Dear Editor
Another national organisation is imposing its
will on Keynsham. The London-based
executives of Better (GLL) have forbidden
the use of cash for ALL purposes at
Keynsham Leisure Centre. This decision,
made at a level well above Better’s local and
regional management pay grades, effects all
users regardless of their age or personal
circumstances.
I fully understand the business case for the
introduction of the new system, which will
no doubt reduce running costs and will be of
benefit to many leisure centre users. That
said, the negative implications of Better’s
cashless policy go far beyond varying
degrees of personal inconvenience of those
users who are unhappy with the fully
electronic system.
The complete refusal to accept cash actively
discriminates against a proportion of the
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I sat with her until the power was restored.

telephone, financial and booking systems

Thanks for supporting
Bath cancer unit

being linked into one central national

Dear Editor

After this experience seems to me that the

location with a minimum local staff dealing

On Saturday 27th April I organised a Race

care for the elderly and vulnerable in this

with just essential safety and other tasks that

Night to raise money for Bath RUH Cancer

area is woefully inadequate!

can only be done on site.

Unit to thank them for the treatment and care

Maureen P

With cashless operation, only residents with

I received.

Keynsham

access to a cashless payment method will be

A grand total of £1,650 was raised on the

able to use Keynsham Leisure Centre. It is

night and a further £150 was donated by

owned by the local authority on behalf of

skittle teams in the Royal British Legion

residents and should benefit ALL residents

(Keynsham) house league.

alike.

in

Along with my wife Val, son Stephen and

conjunction with B&NES officials, are

Gerry from the RBL, we presented the

transforming this previously dilapidated

cheque to nurse Jo. May I say on behalf of

facility into something that residents can be

my family a heartfelt thanks for all your

proud of. Unfortunately, some of the people

support.
Max Packer

In the longer term, I can see all leisure centre

Cashless leisure centre will
disadvantage some

can be enjoyed without light/power.

Local

Better

management,

most likely to benefit from physical exercise

When we ran out of small talk, we sang old
army marching songs.

Don’t get scammed
Dear Sir
Regarding

the

letter

‘Beware

free

parking at Kings Chase’ in Issue 587 – 31st
July.
I have shopped at Kings Chase for many
years. After receiving a parking ticket of 27th
June (my first ever) I will no longer park in
that car park.

will be unable to use it, even for something

I did the same thing as Mr Newbold and

put in machines that accept cash, it would be

No support for vulnerable
during power cut

a shame if an organisation the size of Better

Dear Stephen

I paid the fine but will not go back there.

couldn’t do something similar.

Think it should be recorded that several

Readers, make sure you get a receipt. Don’t

Clive Honeychurch

Keynsham residents were without power for

get scammed.

Keynsham resident

nine or so hours on Friday, 9th August.

Jeanette White

like a casual swim. If mini-market shops can

could not prove I scanned my ticket as I did
not get a receipt.
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Seeking new opportunities
to help our region grow
Tim Bowles, the West of England Mayor, writes his latest column for The Week In
I have recently been in touch with our new Prime
Minister and new government ministers to make sure
they are up to date with the progress we’re making and
how we can do more to deliver for the region.
I am always championing our region and I’m confident the
government will see that we’re making a real difference,
investing to improve where we live, with ambitious schemes
such as our MetroWest rail plans which include seven new
train stations.
I have always been a supporter of devolution because I
believe local people who live and work in the region are best
placed to understand and respond to the challenges and
opportunities that we face. I am pleased that the new Prime
Minister has signalled that he would like to give more powers
and investment for local towns, cities and regions to spend
on their priorities and I am excited to explore how this can
benefit the West of England. As a former Mayor of London,
the Prime Minister understands the opportunities devolution
brings and I’m confident it will be pushed further up the
government agenda in the coming months.
It goes without saying that I’m getting dates in the diary to
meet with ministers and will be working across government
to look for new opportunities to gain further investment and
deliver what we need to keep our region growing. Our
success is built around working together as a region, with the
leaders of each of our three local authorities working closely
with universities and businesses on plans which will help
improve the journeys we take, the communities we live in
and the skills people need to get on in life.
On 19th July, I was delighted to welcome the Minister of
State for Universities, Science, Research and Innovation to
join me and regional business, academia and council leaders
for the launch of the West of England’s Local Industrial
Strategy. The strategy sets out how we will work towards
raising productivity levels and create high-quality, well-paid
jobs across the West of England.
This strategy is a blueprint for the region which will enable
us to showcase our strengths and ambitions with both the
government and businesses looking to invest in the region.
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The launch of the West of England’s Local Industrial Strategy

As we developed the strategy, I continued to meet and work
with lots of people from local businesses, and this reinforced
my belief that we are a place with great people and talent.
Ideas flourish and businesses thrive and grow thanks to the
diversity and creativity found across the region’s towns and
cities. To boost productivity and strengthen our economy, I
am determined to ensure that everybody can get around the
region with good transport connections, and that people have
the skills that businesses need. This, coupled with building
enough well designed and affordable homes, will help ensure
that we continue to be one of the country’s most attractive
and prosperous places to live and work.
At the heart of our Local Industrial Strategy, we are
connecting businesses, researchers and residents together to
drive innovation and test new ideas which will improve
people’s lives every day. As a good example of this, I recently

hosted our region’s leaders in connected and autonomous
vehicles to understand how we can work together to develop
cutting-edge technology, such as self-driving cars. In the notso-distant future this technology will help revolutionise
transport and help reduce the social isolation of older people.
It will also connect people to jobs more efficiently, helping
us as we continue to make progress towards our ambitious
targets for carbon reduction.
I want to ensure that the innovation, ingenuity and creativity
that the West of England is world-famous for can be
harnessed for everyone. I am working hard to deliver in this
agenda by prioritising investment in transport infrastructure
and skills. I look forward to using our industrial strategy to
secure investment from government and businesses to further
boost our local economy and create new, well-paid jobs
which benefit everybody working and living in the region.
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Retrospective
plans for
nursing home
are approved
Councillors Matt Palmer, left, and Sadik Al-Hassan, with Simon Leeming from the Coal Authority

Residents reassured
over old mine workings
The Coal Authority has held an event to reassure
residents about the safety of old mine workings in the
Emersons Green and Lyde Green area.
The public organisation, which works to resolve the impacts
of mining, has also written to residents with mine workings
near their homes, explaining that a number of substantial
modern approved methods have been used to stabilise bell
pits in the area during house building.
A bell pit is the historic means used to access a mineral close
to the surface, in this case coal. A small chamber was mined
outwards at the bottom of the narrow, shallow shaft which
created a bell shape in cross section. Bell pits were
abandoned when they became uneconomical or reached a

Crossword

limit of stability or breathable air. This means they were dug
close to each other in high concentrations. The excavated
material from the new bell pit was used to fill the old
‘abandoned’ one.
Emersons Green town councillors Matt Palmer and Sadik AlHassan attended the recent meeting at Emersons Green Town
Hall, where there were boards showing the locations of bell
pits which had been treated and/or sealed.
Cllr Palmer said: “We talked with many of the team and the
Coal Authority reassured everyone that the information
would have no impacts on the values of people’s houses, it
had just taken longer than planned to receive information
from some of the developers.”

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Notice of death (8)

2. Powerful stroke (4)

6. Renown (4)

3. Passionate (6)

8. Reverence (3)

4. Abroad (6)

9. Monarch's
attendant (8)

5. Thread (4)

10. Shade (4)

7. Sixty seconds (6)

12. Young female
horse (5)

11. Dirt (5)

14. Uplift (5)
17. Sudden attack (4)
18. Poor quality
verse (8)
20. Slaughter (8)
24. Feel concern (4)
25. Come in (5)
26. Tale (5)

6. Physical condition (6)

12. Initial (5)
13. Belonging to you (5)
14. Ovum (3)
15. Imposing display (5)
16. Senior (5)
19. Pitch (3)
21. Deer's horn (6)
22. Playground item (6)

29. Unfortunately (4)

23. Concerning nations
or races (6)

30. Women's
underwear (8)

24. Crawls (6)

31. In the past (3)

27. Alliance of
countries (4)

32. Forehead (4)

Retrospective plans to turn a nursing home in Hanham
into a house in multiple occupation (HMO) have been
approved by South Gloucestershire Council.
This application for an eight-bed HMO at what was
Wayside residential care home in Whittucks Road was
the result of a planning enforcement investigation.
The property was a residential care home until
December 2017.
Hanham Parish Council had highlighted inadequate
provision of parking spaces, cycle and bin stores. And
some local residents also raised concerns about parking,
excess rubbish and said that the area does not need an
HMO as it is not close to a college or university.
South Gloucestershire Council said that an eight-bed
HMO will likely operate at a greater intensity than
residential properties in the area but not necessarily that
of the former use of the building as a care home
A report said: “The return of the building to its former
use of a care home is the council’s desired outcome,
however, it is acknowledged from discussions with the
applicant that the business was no longer a viable
enterprise... whilst there are some concerns regarding
private amenity space and vehicle movements, it is
considered there is insufficient justification to refuse this
application.”

28. Row (4)

33. Over-confident (8)
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A true West Country show
Comedian and entertainer Andy Ford is well
known in our area. Whether in panto or sellout performances of his one-man show at
places like Club@22 in Keynsham, the
performer always brings a smile to the face.
Now Andy is embarking on a tour in honour of
the person who inspired him to be an
entertainer in the first place – Adge Cutler.
‘Don’t Tell I, Tell ‘Ee’ is an energetic show
combining most of the popular songs from
Adge Cutler and The Wurzels going back to the
60s, mixed up with some typical Andy Ford
humour. The show visits Chipping Sodbury,
Bristol and Midsomer Norton and other venues
in Somerset and Devon before a real
‘homecoming’ to the Memorial Hall at Pill.
Andy says ‘Don’t Tell I, Tell ‘Ee’ is a concert
(he is backed by his four-piece band The
Scrumpies) interspersed with stories and ditties
about Adge.
“It’s very much a third person view,” he told
The Week In. “I was only 12 when I first heard
Adge and I hope the show will demonstrate just
what an effect he had on my life.”
Indeed, it was hearing Adge Cutler and The
Wurzels on the radio that persuaded Andy to
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learn to play the banjo and begin playing in
clubs around his hometown in Exeter half a
century ago.
Sharing a love that Adge Cutler had for music
hall and George Formby, Andy is also
introducing some of his other early musical
influences, such as skiffle, into the show. Stand
by for a Wurzels version of the Lonnie
Donegan classic ‘My Old Man’s a Dustman’!
“If you love being ‘West Country’, then this is
the show for you. You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, and
you’ll definitely sing along,” says Andy.
And when will see Andy Ford back in
Keynsham? This Christmas he’s in panto in
Kent but next spring he’s hoping to tour ‘Don’t
Tell I, Tell ‘Ee’ again and perhaps will be
coming a little closer to home.
‘Don’t Tell I, Tell ‘Ee’ is at Chipping Sodbury
Town Hall on 13th September, at Somervale
School in Midsomer Norton on 14th September
and the Redgrave Theatre in Bristol on 20th
September.
The final night at Pill Memorial Hall is on
Saturday 28th September. Tickets for all dates
can be purchased at www.andyfordcomedian.
com

Andy Ford
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Plans to extend ferry service to Netham Lock
A ferry service from Netham Lock into
the city centre is being proposed and a
survey has been launched to try to gauge
interest.
Greater Brislington Together brings together
residents, businesses and community groups
to work together on local issues that are
important to the area. The group has been

talking with Bristol Ferry Boats about the
possibility of extending their routes to the
Netham Lock. They have talked with the
harbour master and know they can run the
route if there are enough passengers.
Results from the short survey will give the
ferry company an idea of likely usage.
People are asked which routes would be

most useful - Netham to Temple Meads,
Netham to the city centre and Netham to
Hotwells, and how often they would use the
ferry (for a daily commute, a few times a
week, a few times a month or occasionally

over a year. The distinctive blue and yellow
boats run 364 days a year. There are
currently 16 stops in the city.
To take part in the survey go to
https://tinyurl.com/y63ghmoy

Road closure
West Street in Oldland Common was due
to close this week (12th to 16th August)
for the replacement of speed cushions.
Depending on the weather, the road was

due to be closed from around 7.30am to
4pm each day, with South Gloucestershire
Council urging people to keep the road
clear of parked vehicles.

Bridge closure for
more than 5 weeks
The bridge which cross the M4 near
Pucklechurch on the B4465 will be
closed for strengthening works from
Tuesday 27th August to Friday 4th
October.
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Westerleigh Crematorium advises visitors
to follow the diversion signs or leave the
ring road (A4174) at the Emersons Green
roundabout
and
approach
along
Westerleigh Road.
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Jacob Rees-Mogg campaigning in Keynsham

Rees-Mogg quits
his investment
business
It appears the Prime Minister is not the
only person who has taken a pay cut since
assuming high office. Boris Johnson has
had to curb his extra-curricular activities
as a newspaper columnist and public
speaker which regularly earned him
multiples of his modest Prime Minister’s
salary.
Now, North East Somerset MP Jacob ReesMogg has quit his role in finance since being
appointed Leader of the House of Commons.
The ministerial code prevents ministers from
holding financial obligations that could
undermine their position.
In 2007 he jointly established Somerset
Capital Management with fellow investor
Dominic Johnson and fund manager Edward

Robertson, with the backing of fellow
Brexiteer and hedge fund manager Crispin
Odey. On winning the North East Somerset
seat in 2010, Rees-Mogg relinquished his
role as Chief Executive Officer but was
criticised for continuing to draw a five-figure
salary each month in return for around 30
hours’ work.
According to Citywire, a financial news
publisher for investment managers, in 2018
the firm handed out more than £25m to its 21
members. It also came under scrutiny for
launching two Irish-domiciled funds – a
development Rees-Mogg said was not due to
Brexit. Citywire estimates his 15% share of
the investment fund will be worth around
£1m to the Leader of the House.

Find out more about
waste blueprint
People have the chance to find out more
about South Gloucestershire Council’s
resource and waste strategy 2020-2025 at
a series of roadshows.
They include one on Thursday 22nd
August at Kings Chase Shopping Centre
in Kingswood from 10am to 2pm.
With continuing housing growth expected
in this area and the expiry of the lease on
the land at the collection vehicle depot at
Cowhorn, Warmley, the council is also
seeking to expand the Mangotsfield
facilities to manage the increase in public
demand and accommodate a new
collection vehicle depot. There is also a

plan to open another re-use shop at the
site. The waste strategy will also be on the
agenda at the Community Engagement
Forum for the Oldland and Parkwall area
on Thursday 5th September at 7pm at
Unity Oldland Methodist Church in
Oldland Common.
The consultation is available on the
council’s website and there is an online
questionnaire
to
complete.
The
consultation will close on Friday 27th
September.
If you do not have internet access but wish
to take part call the council on 01454
868154.
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Man appears in court after attacks
Male voice
choir centenary
The Mendip Male Voice Choir are celebrating their
centenary with a concert in St Mary’s Church in
Bathwick on Saturday 28th September.
Two other choirs, Vox in Frox and Cantilena Youth
Choir, will be supporting the choir in a very special
evening of music. Proceeds of the concert will go to the
RUH Forever Friends Appeal which is celebrating 20
years of fundraising.
The event is supported by the Rotary clubs of Bath,
Bathavon, Chelwood Bridge and Keynsham. Tickets are
available from Tickets@mendipmen.co.uk or by calling
01761 414070.

Good rating for care home
The Old Vicarage residential care home in Fishponds has
been rated as Good by the Care Quality Commission
following a recent inspection.
The home at Fishponds Road is run by Parkcare Homes
(No 2 Ltd) and provides personal care and
accommodation for up to nine people who have learning
disabilities and additional needs.
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A 32-year-old man has appeared before Bristol magistrates
in connection with two incidents involving women on the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path Mangotsfield on Sunday 21st
July.
John Pierre Treasure, of Hillside Avenue in Kingswood, has

been charged with two counts of assault by beating and two
counts of breaching a Sexual Harm Prevention Order.
He appeared at Bristol Magistrates’ Court where he was
remanded into custody. He will next appear at Bristol Crown
Court on 23rd August.

Police advice on how to stay safe
The recent attacks on the Bristol & Bath Railway Path police
are highlighting practical tips and guidance on how to stay
safe and feel confident when out exercising.
There is information on the #JOG ON campaign on the Avon
& Somerset police website. JOG ON stands for Join together
– Remain Observant – Give us a call.
Police say group activities are more sociable and avoids the
need for headphones, which can deter threatening behaviour.
They can also motivate you to stick to your fitness goals
They say you should be alert when out exercising but not
worried. Enjoy your time and remember your safety should
always be your priority.
If an incident occurs, note distinguishing features, such as a
company name, vehicle type or personal description and

remember the time and location. It is also legal to take photos
if a crime has occurred.
Stay cool and remain an ‘observer’. Responding to hecklers
isn’t always the safe or appropriate thing to do as it can
encourage further exchanges and escalate the situation.
If an incident is in progress the police may be able to respond
immediately so call 101. If it is an emergency or you feel in
danger always call 999. You can also report online after the
incident and this can be anonymous.
Telling the police could result in a warning, a community
resolution or possibly a conviction, especially for repeat
offenders. Reports may not always result in arrest but your
information ensures police are aware of local issues and can
develop a strategy to tackle them.

BBC personalities try
their hands at croquet
Mo Boyes, from the Camerton and Peasedown Croquet
Club, had a couple of unusual playing partners recently
– BBC Countryfile’s Anita Rani and Pudsey Bear.
The three came together over the first weekend of the month
at the Countryfile Live event at Blenheim Palace. Mo, along
with fellow club member Bria Wilson, was part of a team of
eight croquet players representing the Croquet Association
who were present at the show to increase awareness of the
sport.
For Anita, it was not her first venture into croquet, having
enjoyed some coaching from Mo at the previous year’s
Countryfile Live event. Over the four days of the show, the
Croquet Association received more than 200 requests from
visitors for information about their nearest croquet club.
If you fancy giving croquet a go then contact the Camerton

and Peasedown club on 0797 092 2867 or visit
www.camertonpeasedowncroquet.co.uk
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Sirona named as
high scoring bidder
for major contract
Local NHS leaders have named Sirona care & health as
the high scoring bidder to provide adult community
health services for people in Bristol, South
Gloucestershire and North Somerset.
The Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) says the new
contract is an opportunity to join services up across the
community and ensure that everyone receives the same
high quality of care wherever they live.
The CCG began advertising for a single provider of adult
community health services earlier this year because the
contracts for its three existing services were coming to
an end.
It has evaluated all proposals received and is now
finalising requirements with Sirona care & health. This
is not necessarily the final outcome, as detailed checks
will need to take place before a contract is signed. An
announcement about the final outcome is expected next
month.
Sirona is based at Kingswood Civic Centre. Its chief
executive Janet Rowse said: “We are really excited about
the prospect of being awarded this contract. We have
many ideas to make a positive difference across Bristol,
North Somerset and South Gloucestershire, working with
local people, staff and partner organisations at every
step.”
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Couples celebrate
milestone anniversaries
Last month Nita and Dennis Cook, who both live at
Kingfisher Lodge care home in Saltford, celebrated their
blue sapphire anniversary. They were married 65 years
on 17th July.
The couple met at Bob’s Palais in Midsomer Norton when
Nita tapped Dennis on the shoulder to ask him to dance with
her during the ‘excuse me dance’.
They enjoyed their special anniversary with wine and a threecourse lunch of their favourite meal - prawn cocktail, salmon
salad and new potatoes, followed by trifle. In the afternoon
they celebrated with family in the garden.

Nita & Dennis Cook

And celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary recently
were Muriel and Alan Barnett.
Muriel lives at Kingfisher Lodge and Alan, who used to be a
councillor, visits her every day.
They met when Alan worked in an office which was
underneath Muriel’s. They married at St Anne’s Church in
Oldland Common when they were both 26.
The card from the Queen to congratulate them on their 60th
anniversary was a wonderful surprise for the couple who
were joined by family to continue their celebrations.

Muriel & Alan Barnett
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Situations Vacant

Legion riders passing through
Panto auditions
Saltford Panto Club invites people to auditions on Sunday
15th September for their next show, Aladdin.
The auditions start at 2pm at Saltford Hall. There are acting,
singing and dancing roles. No previous experience is required
and people over the age of 10 are invited to take part.

Motorbike enthusiasts are in for a treat this Sunday (18th
August), as long as they are quick!
The Royal British Legion Riders Branch is planning to ride
to every branch in Somerset during the day. With around a
dozen stops on the route which ends in Minehead, the
procession of bikes will only be able to stop for photos for
10 minutes at each location.

The plan at the moment is to call at Bishopsworth
(0951-1001), Whitchurch (1012-1022) and Keynsham (10301040).
The Riders is a branch of the Royal British Legion and was
formed in 2004. It comprises over 6,000 members who
volunteer their time to raise the profile as well as valuable
funds for the organisation.

Advertising Feature

Head-turning
new salon opens
A stylish new salon has opened in Longwell
Green this summer.
Hairdresser sisters Lauren and Jenna Ollis
run Ollis Hair and Beauty in Ellacombe
Road and have gathered a team of top stylists
whom they have worked with over the years.
The girls used to run The Lodge salon in
Keynsham but had been looking to move to
bigger premises while staying local.

With its fashionable décor, the friendly salon
offers the very latest in hair design and
colour and has been proving popular with
customers old and new.
You can take a look at the team’s creations
on Instagram – search for @ollishair.
Also on offer at the salon are beauty
treatments including facials, waxing and
threading.
See Ollis Hair and Beauty’s advert for
opening times and special offers.
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Get in the picture at
annual church fete
The annual St Mary’s Church in Bitton
takes place on Saturday 7th September.
The fete is the major fundraiser for the
Grade I listed church and last year’s event
raised almost £8,000.
This year the gates will begin at the earlier
time of 1.30pm to allow people to get a
drink or something to eat before the
opening pageant at 2.15pm.
This year there will be a photography
competition, open to everyone. The
photograph, which can be colour or black
and white, must be printed and be a
maximum size of 200mm x 200mm. It
must be your own work and taken within
the last two years.
There are six categories - Happy, Bitton
Scenes, Mad Moment, Architecture,
Animals/Wildlife and Food. There are
two sections, one for adults (£1 entry fee
per picture) and one for juniors (under-

16s) for which the entry fee is 50p per
photo.
Entries must be supplied with the fee,
your name, contact number and date the
photo was taken. Entries can be either be
sent to 2 Ceres Close, Longwell Green,
BS30 9AR (by 6.30pm on Friday 6th
September) or to St Mary's Church
between the hours of 4.30pm and 6.30pm
on that Friday.
As usual on the Glebe Field there will be
a dog show as well as stalls, games, a
licensed bar and barbecue, egg throwing
competition and raffle, plus a Pimm’s tent
if the weather is good. There will also be
a Punch & Judy show and music from
Oldland Brass. The church will be open
serving teas and cakes and at nearby
Church Farm there will be the chance to
have a cream tea and listen to the
Jazzbeans.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Diamond
wedding
celebration
Oldland Village Club Chairman Rex
Britton and his wife Jackie
celebrated their Diamond Wedding
anniversary last Saturday with a
party at the club, attended by about
120 relatives and friends.

Appeal for witnesses
following fatal collision
in Longwell Green
A man died after his car crashed into a
brick wall in Longwell Green on Sunday.
The incident happened at 3.10am on Sunday
in Craven Way. Police say a Vauxhall Corsa
was travelling towards the mini-roundabout,
where there is an option to turn left towards
Marsham Way or right into Asda. The car
however, carried straight on and collided
with a brick wall.
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The man driving received attention at the
scene but died shortly afterwards. The road
was closed to allow collision investigators to
examine the scene. It was reopened at about
9am. Police are keen to hear from anyone
who may have been in the area at the time of
the incident who may have information to
help their inquiries. Call 101 quoting
reference 5219184177.

Hanham Art Club’s
annual exhibition
Hanham Art Club hold their
annual exhibition and sale of
work from Monday 30th
September through to
Saturday 5th October.
The exhibition is held at
Hanham Community Centre
where there is free car
parking and ground-floor
facilities for visitors with
disabilities.
The club meet every
Thursday evening from 7pm
to 9pm. There is no formal
tutor, but members are very
friendly, and advice and
encouragement are always
on hand from other
enthusiasts.

For new members the first
evening is free and treated as
a taster session.
The group work in all
mediums and welcome
beginners
and
more
experienced artists. For

more information contact
Gill Taylor, the club’s chair,
on 0776 687 0172 or the
vice-chair Hilary Bailey on
0788 054 8481, or email
TweenUK2003@ yahoo.
com

Public Notice

To Let
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Aerials

Architectural
Services

Driveways

Foot Health

Guttering

Locksmiths

Blinds

Electrical

Garden Services

Home Help

Oven Cleaning

Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Carpet Cleaning

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Appliances

Carpet Fitters
Architectural
Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

The Week in • Wednesday 14th August 2019

Service Directory
Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Skip Hire

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert

Call 0117 9373009

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

at anytime to book

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Tile Services

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Pregnancy
Massage

12 wk - £14.70

Plastering

26 wk - £13.65

Pregnancy
Massage

52 wk - £12.60

Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Roofing

Plumbers

All prices per week
exc VAT

Wanted

Windows & Doors

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

An advert
like this costs

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

£21.00
+ VAT
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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