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Business as usual after Strachan & Henshaw inferno
When fire broke out at the former Strachan & Henshaw
building in Speedwell on 3rd May, local residents had
to be evacuated, firemen were still damping down two
days later and a safety cordon remained in place around

the site for weeks.
Looking at the charred remains today, it is easy to
understand the ferocity with which the fire burned and
it’s a relief that there were no casualties. But while the

The Strachan & Henshaw building

office tower had been deserted for a number of years,
the ground floor and mezzanine was home to a number
of small business units, all of which have been
completely wiped out leaving some of the owners in a
perilous state.
But often good comes out of bad and for one business
the process of starting all over again has been eased by
community spirit and the help of neighbours and even
customers. Mark Palmer has run his motor repair and
MOT business Autofix at Strachan & Henshaw for the
last 20 years. His reputation is such that for some
customers he is now dealing with the third generation.
On Friday 3rd May Mark would not normally have been
at the garage at the time the fire broke out but with the
Bank Holiday approaching, he took the opportunity to
catch up on some paperwork. Sitting in his office with
files and the day’s takings spread over his desk, he
noticed that the workshop outside had gone dark.
Opening the door, he found the garage consumed in
thick smoke.
Continued on page 3

Also in this
week’s issue

Report all crime says
PCC . . . page 5

1.3m pensioners missing
out on entitlements
. . . page 7

Foodbank appeal prior
to school holidays
. . . page 12

Out and About in
July . . . pages 13-15

2

The Week in • Wednesday 3rd July 2019

Business as usual after
Tangled history
Strachan & Henshaw inferno of former
Continued from page 1
He quickly moved his own van which was parked across
the workshop entrance and then returned to rescue a
second vehicle. As he turned back towards the garage
for the third time there was an explosion from elsewhere
in the building that blew out one of walls and it was
clearly time to evacuate.
Mark says he was subsequently shown the drone footage
from the fire brigade after they had carried out a safety
assessment and there was literally nothing that could be
salvaged. Then the realisation hit. Everything that he had
built up over the previous decades had been incinerated
– machinery, tools and most crucially the diaries with
alll his customer details and forthcoming work.
Response from the community was immediate. The
owner of a lock up garage simply handed him the keys
so that he had an operating base straight away. Within a
few days, one of his business customers told him he had
two ramps spare at his workshop so Autofix ‘moved’ to
Letang Auto Electrical at the Ridgewell Industrial Estate
on Chapel Lane. This meant that the repair and servicing
work could continue. The problem of customer parking
was quickly resolved by Bristol Carpets on the other side
of Chapel Lane who allocated spaces in their car park.
Next, Crown Garage in Oak Lane offered Mark one of
their MOT bays so that he could continue with his testing
services.
In relation to everything else that had happened, getting
up and running again turned out to be the easy bit.
Replacing 20 years’ worth of customer contacts and
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engineering site

Mark Palmer

knowing who is booked in for a service was more
problematic. “Buying new tools was easy and the help
of other businesses has been incredible,” he said. “But
the biggest problem was that the phone wasn’t ringing.”
Mark says he has bumped into some of his customers
while out and about and many said they simply assumed
he would be pre-occupied or that they “didn’t want to
bother” him. Currently, he estimates he is operating at
just over half his previous capacity, and considering
what could have happened, he is very grateful. But the
message he wants to get out to any of his previous
customers is that this phoenix has definitely risen from
the ashes and it’s business as normal despite the tragic
events of 3rd May.
If you are and old customer of Autofix you can call Mark
on 0117 9510899 or 07831 186439.

The Strachan & Henshaw building has been something
of a carbuncle on the landscape since the engineering
company ceased operating in 2008. Founded by Messrs
Starchan and Henshaw in the 18th century, it had
specialised in making components for the nuclear and
defence industries and was part of the DRG group until
its purchase by Babcock just over 10 years ago.
In January this year, Bristol City Council approved the
change of use for the upper floors from redundant office
space to 71 residential units under permitted development
rights. However, building regulations approval was still
required and conditions were attached to the approval
concerning asbestos treatment.
The change of use application had been lodged in 2017
by Douglas Homes Ltd. According to Companies House,
no such company is listed as active. Douglas Homes
(South West) Ltd. registered in Kingswood with directors
Stephen Moore and Wayne Braund, was compulsorily
liquated in October 2016. Another company, Douglas
Homes (Bristol) Ltd was incorporated in June 2016 with
directors Stephen Kazariani Moore and George Braund.
Previously, the Strachan & Henshaw building had been
owned by local businessman Alan Dykes. In 2015 he was
sentenced to eight months in prison following
prosecution for health and safety offences at the site.
In April this year Douglas Homes (Bristol) was issued
with an immediate prohibition notice by the Health &
Safety Executive for disturbing asbestos at the site in
Deep Pit Road.
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Solicitors support
equine charity
This is ‘Make a Will Week’ and to mark
the annual occasion, Keynsham solicitors
Wards have teamed up with Whitchurchbased charity HorseWorld in an effort to
raise funds.
Under the scheme, the solicitors will
waive their normal fee for drawing up a
will. Instead, clients will pay a 50%
discounted rate of £125 for the service
which will go towards HorseWorld’s costs
in providing emergency care for rescued
horses.

Make a Will Week is intended to address
the high number of people who die each
year having made no will. Without a will,
administering even the smallest estate (a
vehicle or small private pension) can
become an unnecessary burden for the
surviving family. Wills also play a vital
part in the operations at HorseWorld
where traditionally around 70% of its
income has come from legacies.
To book an appointment with Wards
Solicitors call 0117 986 3504

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

ASDA helps school
holiday club
ASDA in Longwell Green has donated
£750 to Juice Community Project in
Cadbury Heath to help fund its Fit and
Fed school holiday club.
Fit and Fed provides free lunches and
activities for local children during the school

holidays and the award was made from
ASDA’s charitable foundation.
Our picture shows the store community
champion Susan Grant presenting the cheque
to Janice Suffolk from Juice.
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Police and Crime Commissioner stresses
the importance of reporting crime
Avon and Somerset Police and
Crime
Commissioner
Sue
Mountstevens urged residents not
to give up on reporting crime and
anti-social behaviour even if they
believe there is no point. Speaking
at the latest public forum held in
Keynsham last month she said: “If
you don’t report it, I can
guarantee nothing will happen.”
She also reassured residents that
despite what the image the media
may like to portray, they were living
in a “relatively low level crime”
area. As the meeting was being held
in The Space in Keynsham,
Neighbourhood Inspector Gavin
Usher also took the opportunity to
report a 12% drop in crime in the
town and a 24% decrease in antisocial behaviour over the last 12
months.
The regular public forums which
take place throughout the Avon and
Somerset Constabulary area each
year are an opportunity for Ms

Mountstevens to explain her role
and for her and police chiefs to listen
to the concerns of local residents.
The importance of reporting all
crime is so that the increasingly
stretched resources can be allocated
to the areas of policing which need
it most and Inspector Usher
highlighted the work on dealing with
anti-social behaviour around Market
Walk as one such example of this.
In the light of the commissioner’s
well publicised report last year on
funding and resources within the
force, she told the audience that the
police can no longer do everything
and has to prioritise these days. She
said that when her own children
were young she always felt they
were safe but this was no longer the
case. With children as young as nine
years old having smart phones one
of today’s biggest threats was on line
grooming.
Assistant Chief Constable Stephen
Cullen also spoke to the audience
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about policing in the area and the
three then formed a panel to take
questions from the audience. Topics
discussed covered a wide range from
anti-social behaviour to speeding
traffic and police officer welfare.
Speaking after the meeting Ms
Mountstevens, who has family
connections with Keynsham said:: “I
always look forward to these forums
as the Assistant Chief Constable,
local policing team and I can hear
first-hand how local people feel
about the police and we have the
chance to answer any questions that
they may have.
“The local policing issues raised at
tonight’s forum have been well and
truly heard. It is clear that the
residents who take the time to attend
our public forums care about their
communities and want to make a
positive change.”
You can watch a recording of the
forum at www.avonandsomersetpcc.gov.uk

Sue Mountstevens

5

6

The Week in • Wednesday 3rd July 2019

1.3 million pensioners missing out on entitlements
More than four out of every ten pensioner households in
Britain are entitled to claim Pension Credit but don’t –
meaning £3.5bn a year is unspent and simply returned to
the Government.
That is the headline claim of a report by the charity
Independent Age called Credit where it is due which was
published last month. The document introduces the acronym
PhoMOs – Pensioner Households entitled to Pension Credit
but Missing Out – to describe the 1.3m people who are
unaware of additional benefits they are entitled to worth an
average of £49 extra each week.
Pension Credit was introduced by the Labour government in
2003 as a top up to prevent pensioners falling below the
poverty line. Predominantly it is female pensioners living
alone who are most likely to qualify for Pension Credit but
the take up in 2016-17 was only 58%.
This compares with 80% of those entitled who claim
housing benefit, 84% income support and 90% who
claim child benefit entitlements. Furthermore, the figure
claiming Pension Credit has dropped since 2010
when Chancellor George Osborne implemented his
austerity programme and Independent Age is now
accusing the government of happily accepting the situation
instead of actively encouraging pensioners to claim their
entitlement.
Pensioners qualify for the credit if their weekly income falls
below £167.25 for a single person and £255.25 for a couple.
Not only do payments add around £3,000 a year to
pensioners’ income Pension Credit also opens up eligibility
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for other benefits such as housing benefit, council tax relief
and free dental treatment. Ironically, receipt of Pension
Credit will also mean pensioners over the age of 75 will also
receive a free TV licence once (or if) the levy is applied next
year. Reacting to the publication of Credit where it is due,
Jack Dromey Shadow Pensions Minister, accused the
government of callous disregard for Pensions Credit. He
issued a statement saying:
“The last Labour Government cut pensioner poverty
consistently because we introduced Pension Credit, but the
Tories have callously allowed pensioner poverty to rise once
again.
“The Tories’ idea for encouraging people to apply for
Pension Credit – an ‘online toolkit’ – would be laughable if
this wasn’t so serious. No one should be surprised that usage
of that website has drastically declined.”
In Kingswood, Prospective Labour Party candidate Nicola
Bowden said: “Our older people are really suffering under
the Tory Government, we’ve seen funding to adult care
drastically cut.
“WASPI (Women Against State Pension Inequality) have
spent four years campaigning for fair transitional
arrangements for 1950s-born women and those over 75 are
now to lose their free TV licence.
“This is no way to treat those who have spent a life time
making a commitment to the society we live in.”
You can read the full report Credit where it is due at
www.idependentage.org or for more information call the
Helpline 0800 319 6789.
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Advertising feature

No matter what size your
garden, Ashley is here to help
Lots of our readers may be
familiar with the sight of the AJ
Mowers van around the local area
and perhaps have already used
Ashley to repair and service their
mowers and ground care
equipment. We had a recent
catch up with Ashley and in
addition to the obligatory chat
about the weather and how the
grass is growing, he gave us an
update on the business.
AJ Mowers has recently secured
Approved Dealer status for Toro
and Hayter for Bristol and the
surrounding area – this means that
Ashley now has direct access to
these two major manufacturers in
terms of sales and parts. Some
people may not be overly familiar
with the Toro brand – with its home
in the USA, Toro makes products
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that are used to maintain some of
the most prestigious golf courses,
public spaces and sports grounds in
the world. This is an excellent fit
for Ashley given that he has a large
proportion of commercial customers
including golf courses, sports
grounds and local councils in the
wider Bristol area. Toro is also a
great fit for domestic customers
with sizeable gardens.
Complementing this, Hayter has
been designing and producing
premium quality lawn mowers for
over 60 years and is well respected
by both domestic and commercial
customers as they offer a wide
choice of electric and petrol lawn
mowers in a range of sizes. The
combination of the Hayter and Toro
brands, and their product portfolios,
results in an unrivalled choice of

quality mowers and equipment.
Don’t worry though, Ashley still
maintains his close links with the
other major manufacturers so no
matter what your requirements, he
will always be able to recommend
the right product for you. As he
says: “Whether you’re looking to
make a major investment in a large
ride on mower or a more modest
investment in a walk behind mower
or hedgecutter, I’m committed to
helping my customers find the right
tools for the job at a great price.”
So, whether you’re interested in
making a new purchase, need some
equipment serviced or repaired, or
simply need to get hold of some
parts then a call to Ashley is
definitely the right place to start!
0117 960 0173
www.ajmowers.co.uk
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First looking for more
women bus drivers
First West of England hosted a ladies-only
recruitment open day last Saturday to
encourage more women drivers into the
industry. Attendees were given a glimpse
of what it’s like to be a bus driver
including getting behind the wheel of the
buses at the depot.
Louise Guy, bus driver and Unite Union
representative at First West of England said:
“There’s no doubt that that men outnumber
women in bus driving.
That’s why at First West of England we want
to challenge the stereotypes and show that
everyone can be a bus driver - with the right
customers service skills and with an interest
in helping others.”
According to one recruit who has already
made the grade, the job has many attractions.
Marta, a First West of England driver, who is
originally from Poland and has now
fulfilled her dream of becoming a bus driver
in Bristol says: “No two days are the same. I
just love the variety, from the routes, which
are both city and rural, to the people you
meet.
“There’s a good level of responsibility and
yet you are never alone – there’s always back
up from the control centre if you need it.
There is a great sense of teamwork with
someone always there to support you.”
Marta is one of 143 female drivers working
for First West of England and she now hopes
to help others get started in their driving
careers having recently completed First’s

Marta, one of 143 female bus drivers at First West of England.

‘buddy driver’ course, with the aim of one
day becoming a full-time trainer with the
company.
Ian Coyle, Operations Director for Bristol at
First West of England said: “Our bus drivers
make a real difference in their local

communities and at First West of England we
want to make sure everyone has the
opportunity to start not only a job, but a longterm career driving our buses.
“We offer fantastic opportunities to progress
in the company, alongside great shift

Sudoku
1-Easy

flexibility and travel benefits. Whether
you’re interested in becoming a driver or
would just like to have a go behind the wheel
of one of our buses – we’d encourage you to
come along to our recruitment open days,
meet our staff and find out more.”

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 7th July

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
NHS benefits everybody
Dear Sir
I read Mr Lee’s letter of issue 579 with
something like disbelief.
He tries to paint a very rosy picture of
insurance based health care systems
whilst making petty and snide remarks
about the NHS.
If we were to move to a purely insured
based health care system we would each
expect to pay a minimum of £650 a
month. This would not however give us
anything like the cover available from
the NHS. The range of illnesses treated
would be dependent on the level of cover
you can afford. The most basic would
have a list of exclusions the length of a
bedsheet. If you were unlucky enough to
fall ill with something your health
insurance doesn’t cover you will not be
treated or will need to find the money
elsewhere. Approximately 643,000
middle income families are bankrupted
by one of the family having a serious
illness every year in the US.
The real issue for me is that the US and
Australian systems mean that if a person
is not covered they will often live with
the illness until it becomes chronic. At
which point they have to be picked up by
the state systems at far greater cost.
Apparently the unit cost of health care is
greater in the US than in the UK.
Litigation and arguments about
exclusions absorbing huge amount of
money to no one’s benefit.
We are all aware of the arguments
around Obamacare, which whilst not
perfect was a step forward, but loathed
by wealthy Americans who crave bigger
and bigger tax cuts and are content to see
the majority suffer.
So the argument that the US system is
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fairer is entirely specious and to suggest
that a majority of Americans believe so
is just not true.
All the best
S Edwards

Kicking the can down the
ring road
Dear Stephen
I can't help thinking that the proposed
junction changes will only push the
problem down the road for a couple of
hundred yards since the M32 roundabout
is also light controlled. The only possible
better thing is that there is no housing as
nearby as at the Hambrook junction.
Regards,
Roger Sutcliffe, Kingswood

Thanks for knitting success
Dear Sir
I would like, through your paper to thank
all those who helped in this year’s
fundraising efforts for the charity
Children’s Hospice South West by
contributing so much to the Easter treats.
So far, just in Keynsham we have raised
£4,028. This is a tremendous effort and
we are so proud of all the people who
have helped by knitting the chicks and
bunnies, donating the wool and eggs,
selling the chicks and bunnies and
delivering them to various locations
throughout the area. It is astonishing
how generous people are with their time
and commitment to the cause.
This special charity was founded in 1981
by Eddie Farwell and his late wife Jill.
The central purpose of the charity is to
make hospice care available to children
with life-limiting and life-threatening
conditions and their families across the
South West. It provides a vital network

of care at all three hospices in the region
and that is made possible due to the
support of people like you. The charity
can welcome families and ensure that
special memories are made and
cherished for a long time to come.
As coordinator I would like to give my
personal thanks for all your support.
Margaret Thompson
Fundraising coordinator

Keynsham town centre
Dear Stephen
In reply to C Oliver’s letter (edition 582),
I have done a little research about how
the £1.5 million is to be spent on the
High Street and Temple Street.
Following public consultation between
Nov 18 to Jan 19, the old cabinet agreed
unanimously to support the one-way
system with improvements. The results
of this consultation can be found at
www.bathnes.gov.uk/Keynsham.
These improvements are:1. To allow traffic to pass stationary
buses in the High Street
2. Synchronise the two sets of traffic
lights near the Temple Street junction
3. Although strongly supported in the
consultation, there will be no access
from the High Street to Temple Street.
As this would increase congestion and
worsen air pollution
4. An upgrading of Temple Street
although what, is not yet specified,
although there would be an investment
in new paving.
5. New lighting, signage, street furniture
and trees in the High Street. Also
making the cycle path better defined.
Not too impressive in my view, apart
from the first suggestion. The good news
is that there is another round of public

consultation in the autumn so perhaps
we can help alter some of these
decisions.
Top of my list would be to remove all the
pelican crossings and mini-roundabouts
near the Temple Street/Ashton Way
junction and replace them with one set
of Traffic Lights serving this junction.
This would allow the same number of
crossings as part of the new traffic lights
and reduce the number of blockages to
traffic flowing up Bath Hill to Ashton
Way from four to one.
Yours sincerely,
Andy Wait (B&NES Councillor –
Keynsham East)

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We aim
to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300 words
and supply your full name and address for
reasons of authentication. Only the name
and district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible under
certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices
no later than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week.
E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Exploring the Palace of Westminster
Everyone who votes in this country has the democratic
right to visit the Houses of Parliament and see for
themselves what happens in the hallowed seat of British
Government.
So it was at 6.30am on a wet, windy and chilly June morning
that I joined a coachload of more than 40 local people from
Chris Skidmore’s constituency to see for myself where the
most powerful people in the United Kingdom conduct their
business.
We arrived near the precincts of the Palace of Westminster
just before 10am and made our way across the bustling
College Green outside the huge historic Gothic structure.
Tourists from all over the globe plus good-humoured groups
of protesters for and against Brexit dotted the pavement and
Green.
Initially we were taken through airport style security, after
which we were divided into two smaller groups, about 20
people in each. We then walked into the giant high vaulted
13th century hall where many of the most important events
in history have taken place. Thomas More was condemned
to death here and it is the place from which Charles l was
taken to be executed. It is also where the great and good are
laid in state. The Queen Mother, her husband George VI and
Queen Mary (the Queen’s grandmother) were all brought to
this spot for the general public to pay their last respects.
At the far end of this building are about 50 steps leading to
the Royal Robing Room, St Stephen’s Chapel, the House of
Commons, House of Lords and the well-known circular
lobby area between them which is often seen on current
affairs programmes when reporters interview MPs and
Cabinet Ministers. I was struck by the amount of wood
panelling, stone statues of law makers and the huge murals
and paintings that adorn the grand old building. A huge mural
portraying the death of Nelson at the Battle of Trafalgar in
1805 faces a similar picture of Napoleon Bonaparte, also in
battle. Among many other paintings in the Palace are huge
depictions of Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, Queen Elizabeth
II and Henry VIII with portraits if his six wives alongside
him.
At 11am whilst in the circular lobby and accompanied by
many other tourists, our guide advised us we were just in time
to witness the Speaker (John Bercow) being processed into
the House of Commons by the Sergeant at Arms. The
Sergeant at Arms, in dark traditional costume, held the gold
mace aloft as the age old spectacle was re-enacted. He was
followed by the Speaker in his royal blue and black robes.
The announcement for this little piece of Parliamentary

Chris Skidmore meets his constituents at Westminster

theatre was very loud although no microphone was used.
Once we arrived at the House of Lords some of our party
were struggling with the number of steps and long corridors
a visit to such a place entails. However, a kind security guard
took pity on us and allowed us to sit on the famous red leather
upholstery, a privilege not normally allowed to visitors.
Hence we were able to observe in more comfort the gold
throne, and gold and red décor that epitomises the House of
Lords. One relatively new addition to the upholstery is the
heavy velvet modesty curtain that surrounds the upper
seating. We have Mary Quant to thank for this.
Around 2pm we were invited by Chris Skidmore to join him
at one of the wooden panelled meeting rooms for a questionand-answer session. Questions were raised about Brexit, the
paying of the TV licence for the over 75s, the threat of
discarded plastic to the environment, and cyber security. Mr
Skidmore commented expansively on all these topics and
also confirmed he would be supporting Sajid Javid in his
(ultimately unsuccessful) bid to become the next Prime

Minister.
Finally, and quite unexpectedly, my friend and I had just
enough time to visit the public gallery and were able to
witness the House of Commons in action. Yet more stairs
took us to the viewing area which has a glass screen
separating it from the actual debating chamber. It felt very
much like being in a theatre. Our slice of action was about a
local pension fund deficit. Although interesting to the voters
who were personally involved and also watching from the
gallery, for us it sounded very long-winded and complicated.
It was at this point we were told to re-group back at the café
in order to be on time for our coach.
I was fascinated by the Palace of Westminster and pleased I
saw it before it is vacated and renovated in the next few years.
Its history, architecture, tradition and pageantry should not
be underestimated. After all it has taken over 1,000 years of
strife and upheaval by many brave people to become the
world-famous law-making colossus it is today.
Christine Rogers

School fair
The Tynings School Parents Staff and Friends
Association is holding its summer fair at the school in
Staple Hill this Friday (5th July).
Running from 5pm to 7pm there is a live band, barbecue,
face painting and other activities for the children plus a
bumper prize draw. Top prize is a hot air balloon ride.
Members of the local community are all welcome.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Keynsham Foodbank
gears up for the
summer holidays

Tim Bowles; Chris Grayling, Erica Williams (South Gloucestershire Council) and Mark Langman.

Transport minister visits
Bristol Temple Meads
The Secretary of State for Transport visited Bristol
Temple Meads last week to meet West of England Mayor
Tim Bowles and Mark Langman, Network Rail’s
managing director of Wales and Western. They discussed
progress on the Bristol East Junction project.
The scheme is a key part of the MetroWest plan to improve
rail services across the region including half hourly services
on the Severn Beach to Bath Spa and Westbury lines.
The minister said: “The upgrade to Bristol East Junction is a
vital part of the MetroWest programme to build a proper
commuter rail network for Bristol. I hope it will make a real

difference to congestion in the city as more commuters get
the train in future.”
The Department for Transport is working with Network Rail
to assess the business case for Bristol East Junction, and to
unlock the funding request to deliver the scheme. The
enabling works are anticipated to start in 2020 with
construction taking place in 2021, subject to funding
approval. It is anticipated that the MetroWest scheme could
add 1.6m passenger journeys per year once fully operational,
and could bring more than an additional 50,000 people within
the immediate catchment of the rail network.

With the long school summer break coming up later this
month Keynsham Foodbank is seeking the community’s
help to ensure it has sufficient donations.
Since April, the foodbank has already assisted 106 adults
and 65 children but during the summer holidays it also
supplies school lunch bags for children who would
normally receive free school meals in term time.
There are currently two drop off points in Keynsham
where shoppers can purchase and donate food – Waitrose
at Broadmead Roundabout and Tesco in St John’s Court.
Currently Keynsham Foodbank is in most immediate
need of: sponge puddings, pasta sauce, tinned meat, toilet
rolls, savoury rice, sugar, long life milk, coffee, tea,
cereals and instant mash or tinned potatoes.
Coordinator Alan Hale commented "We need to be able
to respond to those who lead challenging lives due to their
circumstances and we can only do that with the help of
the community. Our recipients at our distribution centres
are there for a raft of reasons and though many people
view food bank users as directly connected to benefits
that is just not borne out by the facts and our most
frequent clients are people in employment but on a low
wage. There are many people out there leading difficult
and challenging lives, lives where feeding the family or
buying the children clothes or uniform are difficult
decisions they have to make. With the help of the
community we can continue to help them through their
food crisis periods."

Communities celebrate
green spaces

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Internal organs (8)

1. Simple (4)

5. Musical
composition (4)

2. Spasm (5)
3. Ill-will (6)

9. Outlive (7)

4. Look suggestively (4)
10. Social gathering (5) 6. Persevere (7)
11. Biological group (5) 7. Chinese
condiment (3,5)

13. Natural bruise
treatment (6)

8. Steeple (5)

15. No longer fresh (5)

12. Sedate (5)

17. Curved shape (4)

13. Narrow lane (5)

19. Be unwell (3)

14. Extinct elephant (8)

20. Of the ear (4)

16. Help (3)

21. Broader (5)

18. Spanish city (7)

23. Fine cord (6)

21. Thin biscuit (5)

24. Irish poet (5)

22. Make purer (6)

The Friends of Siston Common invite local people to a
‘Have a Field Day Picnic’ on Saturday 6th July from
11am to 2pm at Felicity Park (opposite the Horseshoe
pub).
Each year on the first Saturday in July, the charity Fields
in Trust (formerly the National Playing Fields
Association) invites communities across the UK to
champion their local parks and green spaces with Have a
Field Day events.
The Friends of Siston Common community group have
been working for a number of years alongside South
Gloucestershire Council to ensure the ancient commons
in the parish are protected for future generations to enjoy.
The group would welcome anyone considering
volunteering to join them and several members will be
there on the 6th with an opportunity to join in with a bug
and plant hunt. Smiley O'Reilly, the cycling ice cream
lady, will be there, weather permitting.

28. Male honey bee (5) 25. Item of furniture (5)
29. Cordial (7)
26. Indonesian island (4)
30. Orderly (4)
31. Similarity (8)

27. Strap for hawk (4)

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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OUT & ABOUT –
Your guide to what’s on in July

Music festival in full swing
Keynsham Music Festival week is in full
swing leading to its crescendo in the
Memorial Park on Saturday and Sunday.
Tomorrow (Thursday) sees the second full
opera production when Opera in a Box
presents Donizetti’s Elixir of Love in the
Park. Tickets from keynshamtickets. There
is also acoustic music when Jelli Records
take over the Ship Inn and Helen James and
the Summerhouse Band playing at the
Chocolate Quarter.
On Friday there is another choice of styles
with the popular Big Swing Dance in the Top
Stage Marquee (tickets £10 from
keynshamtickets) or a choral concert in St

John’s Church featuring Grenville Jones’
Good Afternoon Choir (free with retiring
collection). There is also jazz with dinner at
Somer Dining at the Chocolate Quarter
(table reservations 0117 3637120).
The focus moves to the memorial Park at the
weekend with the folk festival, children’s
world and BMX show on Saturday afternoon
and evening. The annual orchestral concert
also takes place on the Top Stage. Then on
Sunday, three different stages will feature
more than thirty musical acts alongside the
dance stage, children’s creative arena and a
wide range of stalls.

Rose Sunday
Abson Church is holding its annual Rose
Sunday on 7th July (2pm-5pm).
The churchyard is carpeted with a beautiful
collection of David Austin roses and visitors
can also enjoy cakes and cream teas

served inside the church. All proceeds go
towards church funds and there is a short
service at 5pm to which all are welcome.
The post code for satnav location is BS30
5TT.

Addams Family musical
The What If Production Group is a not for
profit organisation helping people of all ages
improve their musical theatre knowledge and
techniques. This month the group is staging
the Addams Family musical as one of its two

annual productions. The show takes place on
11th-13th July at Sir Bernard Lovell
Academy. You can book tickets for the three
evening shows and Saturday matinee at
www.wipg.org.uk

Corston hosts annual fair
Corston Country Fair takes place on
Saturday 20th July from 2pm to 5pm on the
village playing field.
The fair offers something for all ages, with
entertainment from Keynsham Brass Band,
classic cars, rides on Chuffy the Train, a dog
The Week in • Wednesday 3rd July 2019

show, vintage fashion, lots of stalls and
refreshments.
There is organised free parking nearby and
good public transport from Bristol or Bath
using the X39. The entry cost is £2 (children
go free).
13

BEER&CIDER
FESTIVAL 2019
SATURDAY 13TH & SUNDAY
14TH JULY
Hog Roast, BBQ & Beer Tents
14 REAL ALES, 10 TRADITIONAL CIDERS, 2 PERRYS

SATURDAY
2:00PM- THE BEAR MARKET
4:30PM- TRUE GOLD
6:30PM- LOVE DISTRACTION
8:30PM- IRON TYGER

SUNDAY
12pm- JOHN & ALFIE
3pm- 3D
58 HIGH ST, SALTFORD, BRISTOL BS31 3EJ- 01225 873335- WWW.BIRDINHANDSALTFORD.CO.UK
ENQUIRY@BIRDINHANDSALTFORD.CO.UK
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OUT & ABOUT –
Your guide to what’s on in July

Free Event in Frenchay
On Saturday 13th July
Frenchay Village Museum’s
Vintage Vehicle Day is taking
place in the car park next to
the museum. This annual
event is completely free, and
it always attracts a wide
variety of vintage bicycles,
motorcycles, and cars - all
owned by local enthusiasts.
Anyone wanting to display a
vintage vehicle should arrive
between 1pm and 1.30pm.
The display is open to the
public from 2pm – 5pm. For further details
call 0117 9567020.
The event is held in association with
Frenchay Flower Show, which is centred
around Frenchay Village Hall and there are

free vintage buses linking the two events.
Frenchay Village Museum is located at the
junction of Frenchay Park Road and
Begbrook Park. Free public parking for both
events is provided on Frenchay Common.

Help café celebrate first birthday
The café at The Park Centre
in High Street in Kingswood
will be celebrating its first
birthday on Thursday 11th
July.
Everyone is invited to come

along and join in the
celebrations on and receive
a free slice of cake when
buying a tea or coffee
between
8.30am
and
2.30pm.

The Week in • Wednesday 3rd July 2019

The Park Café is open
Monday to Friday from
8.30am to 2.30pm and has
built a reputation for its
friendly atmosphere and
reasonably priced meals
including gluten-free and
vegetarian options.
Catering is also available at
the café for birthday parties,
special events and meetings.
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Advertising feature

Celebrating 20 glorious years of
The Gables Residential Home
This week marks a very special milestone for the Gables
Residential Home in Hanham as it celebrates its 20th
anniversary.
To celebrate the occasion a special birthday party is being
arranged on Saturday (6th July) at 5pm and anyone who has
been involved with the Gables over the last two decades is

The lovely garden setting

more than welcome to join in the celebrations.
When David Cooke first opened the residential home in
Sydenham Way he wanted it to be a home from home like no
other, a place filled with laughter and joy. Key to achieving
that success is the staff who very much share the ethos. One
of the carers, Theresa, has been at the Gables since it opened

and Ann Aubrey, the manager, has been there since 2002.
A recent inspection by the Care Quality Commission gave
the Gables and ‘outstanding’ rating for the quality of its care
and for the fourth year running the home has been included
in The Care Home Awards organised by carehome.co.uk as
one of the top twenty in the South West. The awards are based
on reviews from residents and relatives and one typical
comment received was: “My mum has been at The Gables
for just over 18 months now, she is really happy and content
and also safer with everything. The family that visit are
always welcomed like family.
“The manager and her hard-working team are very friendly,
professional and nothing is too much trouble.”
At The Gables it’s not just about giving people a comfortable
home in later life. Being part of the Hanham community is

The friendly, professional team

Happy residents
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Frankie Johns with Ann (centre rear) and the team during the
recent fundraising day for Dementia UK.

just as important and just last month local residents were
invited in for a special fundraising event in aid of Dementia
UK. Along with a barbecue, cream teas and face painting for
the children, there was also live entertainment from Frankie
Johns. The day was a wonderful success and raised £825 for
the charity. The 20-bedroom Gables is set in easily accessible
and well-tended private gardens in a quiet part of Hanham.
It has been extensively extended yet retains a comfortable,
homely feel. All the bedrooms are a good size, and each has
an ensuite. There are two cosy lounge areas, one with a TV,
while the other is smaller and ideal for when families come

to visit. But for Manager Ann it is the family atmosphere that
sets the Gables apart from the rest. She paid tribute to the
achievements of the last 20 years saying: “I want to thank all
my residents past and present and some truly amazing
relatives who have made The Gables a wonderful and
remarkable place.
“I would also like to thank David Cooke who is an inspiration
to us all and the amazing team who make The Gables an
exceptional place to grow old and still enjoy life.“
For more information about the Gables you can call Ann on
0785 256 1173.

The patio

The Week in • Wednesday 3rd July 2019
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Leisure facilities now open
Refurbished facilities at Keynsham’s Leisure Centre
were officially opened last week.
B&NES Council Leader Dine Romero and Paul Crossley,
cabinet member for Community Services cut the ribbon to
the centre’s new ground floor fitness suite, studios,
changing facilities, soft play and café on Thursday 27th
June.
The ceremony marked the end of the first phase of the
£11million refurbishment of Keynsham’s Leisure Centre.
Work to transform the ageing building in two phases began
last May. The refurbishment of the main pool hall and
construction of a new teaching pool are now underway,
with work expected to be completed by the autumn.
The project is being delivered by Bath & North East
Somerset Council though its contractor Kier, in partnership
with GLL, who operate and manage the leisure centre on
behalf of the council under the Better brand.
The council secured £500,000 of funding towards the
project from the National Lottery through a bid to the
Strategic Facilities Fund which is administered by Sport
England.
Paul Crossley commented: “The leisure centre had been in
need of updating for a while, but before we started work
we wanted to make sure the new facilities were well used
so we asked local residents what they’d like to see. The
result is fantastic new facilities which will service the
community for many years to come and which we hope
will encourage people to get active more often.”
The council’s partnership with GLL has already delivered
new facilities at Bath Sport and Leisure Centre which now
boasts a new trampoline park, learner pool, soft play,
changing facilities, reception areas, cafe and 10-pin
bowling.
Our picture shows (from left to right): Paul Crossley, Daryl
Parker from Kier Construction, Scott Joyner a gym user
and motorcross champion sponsored by GLL, Dine
Romero and Jamie Coleshill, GLL regional director

Situations Vacant

Free entry to
summer fayre
The Vassall Centre in Fishponds is holding its summer
fayre on Wednesday 24th July from 10.30am to 2pm.
The centre in Gill Avenue is home to more than 23
business, most of which are charities. It holds a summer
fayre each year which attracts many visitors from the
local and surrounding areas.
All the proceeds raised at the event are shared between
the charities based there, including the Carers Support
Centre, MS Research, Cerebral Palsy Plus, Vision West
of England and Mencap.
The event is free to attend. You can come along and meet
a Dalek, and spend time enjoying the many stalls
including. There will be also be a ceilidh band, children’s
games, a raffle, tombola, and Tai Chi, yoga and food
demonstrations.
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Walking football team say thank you
Keynsham Walking Football Club are most
grateful to Rich and Emma Nichol of
Parkwall Pre School for the donation of two

new sets bibs.
The gents are pictured above in their new
attire.

Football manager vacancy
Wick Football Club is looking for an
ambitious manager and players for its
reserve team which plays in the Bristol &
District Senior Division. This new
vacancy may suit an existing manager
wanting to bring whole or part of an

20

established league side to play under the
Wick FC banner. The club has great
facilities, one of the best pitches in Bristol
and a very supportive committee. If
interested, please contact Matt Davis on
07977 510352.
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Public Notice

Big Turn Out for
Cancer Awareness Day

'Elf and safety at work!
The next talk at Kingswood
Heritage Museum is on
Monday 8th July (7.30pm),

and entitled “'Elf and safety
- fact or myth?”. The
speaker will be Roy Ackrill,

a former inspector at the
Health & Safety Executive.
His fully illustrated talk will
cover the subject from the
early nineteenth century
right up today with the Notre
Dame disaster.
A small entry fee of £3 will
include
refreshments.
Advance
booking
is
advisable by calling 0117
960 5664 or via email at
kingswoodmuseum@gmail.
com..

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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The threat of an unexpected heatwave
didn’t deter 85 Zumba Club members
taking part in the 5km Race for Life on
The Downs in Bristol last Sunday.
Coaches from Hanham set off to join
thousands of other women in pink T shirts,
ballet tutus, wigs and sequins. All to
promote the annual Cancer awareness day.
Many of the women had suffered cancer
themselves or were taking part in the race
to commemorate family members or
friends suffering from the disease.
Drums and supportive friends and family

helped the women complete their mission,
many wearing the names of sufferers of
the disease attached to their clothing.
Some of the more athletic women ran and
completed a slightly longer course of 7
km. Last year £7,500 was raised by
Philomena Connelly’s Zumba classes held
in East Bristol and it is hoped to raise an
even higher total this year. Other charities
supported by the Zumba Group are
knitting hats and blankets for The
Children’s Hospital and donations to local
food banks.

Help needed for lunch group
The RVS at Warmley Community Centre
are looking for a volunteer to help
in the kitchen for their Monday Lunch
Club.

The hours are from 10am to 2.30pm each
Monday and if you are interested in
joining this friendly group then call 07933
220235.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Aerials

Blinds

Electrical

Garden Services

Handyman

Carpet Cleaning

Home Help

Carpet Fitters

Home
Maintenance

Locksmiths

Motor Services

Oven Cleaning

Appliances

Fencing
Driveways
Painting
& Decorating
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecoring.com

Architectural
Services

Foot Health

Guttering

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Pregnancy
Massage

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Removals

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion

Plastering

Skip Hire

becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

Tile Services

4 wk - £17.85
Wifi

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Plumbers

All prices per week
exc VAT

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Wanted
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
Windows & Doors

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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adverts
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You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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