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St Monica set to take over at Keynsham’s Somerdale Pavilion
St Monica Trust is close to agreeing the purchase of the
Somerdale Pavilion in Keynsham from Mondelēz (formerly
Cadbury) and is guaranteeing to maintain leisure facilities
there for the next 50 years.

The new pavilion was built as part of the deal between
Mondelēz and Taylor Wimpey which saw much of the
previous sports facilities and club used for housing.
Aquaterra was appointed on a management contract in 2015.

Associate director of commercial finance at Mondelēz
International, Tom Gingell, said: “Earlier this year we were
approached by Bristol-based charity, the St Monica Trust,
about purchasing the Somerdale Pavilion. The trust considers
the pavilion to be a pivotal resource within the Keynsham
community and a vital complement to the services that are
provided in the neighbouring Chocolate Quarter retirement
community which the charity opened in 2017.
“We are working with all of the parties involved, including
members, to finalise a long-term plan that means the facility
will continue to make a contribution to the local community,
which has always been our number one priority. This would
involve the St Monica Trust taking over the day-to-day
running of the Somerdale Pavilion site, as well as securing
its future for generations to come, to which the Trust is fully
committed.
“As part of the agreement we have worked hard to ensure a
covenant will be put in place to guarantee that for the next
50 years, the Pavilion site is maintained at its current level
to preserve the services and facilities currently enjoyed by
members.”
While Aquaterra is a charitable trust, with its main aim to
improve the health of communities through physical and
social activity, it generates income through the commercial
operation of sports venues. However, the latest report from
the trustees signals a move away from tendering for leisure
management contracts to concentrate on delivering
Aquaterra’s core objectives of delivering community health
provision.
Continued on page 3
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St Monica set to take over at
Keynsham’s Somerdale Pavilion
Continued from page 1
Finances at Aquaterra appear to have been
in a perilous state for some time and
Mondelēz has been making significant
financial payments to the charity in order
to keep the doors open. The charity was
issued with a default notice by Companies
House earlier this year because it failed to
file accounts for the financial year to 31st
March 2018 on time.
Warning signs were already evident in the
report and accounts up to 31st March 2017
after the operation posted losses of over
£300,000 and the charity was using its
cash reserves to stay afloat. At that point
the trustees warned it could not continue
as a going concern for another 12 months
without significant changes.
Among those proposed changes, the
trustees reported: “We have negotiated
with one of our corporate partners that they
will help us with the running costs of
Somerdale Pavilion on a full cost recovery
basis, including allocated head office
costs.”
When the 2018 accounts were finally
posted last month, it emerged that the
‘corporate partner’ in question was
Mondelēz and that £1.14m had been
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pumped into the running of Somerdale
since March 2017. This, together with
increased
revenue
from
gym
memberships, allowed the business to
declare a profit for the year of £46,000.
In addition to managing the Somerdale
Pavilion, Aquaterra also operates soft play
areas in Slough and Worthing. In the
trustees’ report for 2017, these venues had
also failed to meet their financial targets.
In the recently filed accounts for 2018,
these operations (which trade under a
separate company – Aquaterra Leisure
Ltd) declared a loss of £284,000 and the
trustees noted that the business was wholly
reliant on the parent company to remain a
going concern.
Finances continue to be squeezed during
the 2019 financial year and Mondelēz is
understood to still be making
contributions. Last month, finance director
Petia Ivanova wrote to suppliers owed
money by Aquaterra asking for patience
while she tried to resolve the charity’s
cashflow problems which were caused by
“overdue and late payments” due in.
In an ironic twist, Aquaterra also has a
management contract with St Monica
Trust to operate the leisure facilities within

The Chocolate Quarter. Negotiations
between St Monica Trust and Mondelēz
are believed to have been taking place for
a number of months and the financial
situation at Aquaterra is understood to
have been the main reason for the delay.
Meanwhile questions remain about
Aquaterra’s charitable status. While its
charitable aims are to improve the health
through physical and social activity (the
Somerdale Shed project being its most

visual example) the charity has spent over
£300,000 more than it has received in each
of the last four financial years.
In 2014, it had income of £15.4m but this
had dropped to £1.64m in 2017. However,
in its most recent filing with the Charity
Commission, income for 2018 is recorded
at just £1,879 with spending of £1,833.
Charities with income less than £10,000 a
year are not required to lodge formal
accounts.
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Fail-to-stop collision
in Keynsham
Police are appealing for witnesses following a fail-to-stop collision in Keynsham last
Monday night (3rd June).
The incident happened at about 6.30pm when a car was in collision with a pedestrian
who was walking in the direction of Charlton Road from Charlton Park.
The victim was taken to hospital with serious injuries.
A car – believed to have been involved in the incident – was later found burnt out in a
field near Kelston.
Anyone who was in the area at the time of the incident who may have information is
asked to contact the police on 101, quoting reference 5219123507.

Church fete
St John the Baptist Church in Keynsham will be holding its summer fete from 2pm to
4.30pm on Saturday 22nd June, including church tower tours, stalls, plants, a barbecue,
face painting, raffle and teddy bear zip line. Everyone is welcome.
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Funding now available
for delayed road
safety improvements
The junction between Cossham Street and
Elmleigh Road in Mangotsfield has been
identified as a junction which needs safety
improvements as part of the Cycle City
Route 8 Emersons Green (Sainsburys to
Bristol).
Proposals for a raised table with footway
improvements were originally advertised by
South Gloucestershire Council in late
2009/early 2010 but funding wasn’t
available at the time to implement the
scheme.
Funding has now been made available for a
number of schemes that support walking and
cycling to schools.
A 75mm raised table at the junction between
Cossham Street and Elmleigh Road is

proposed, with 1:11 ramps. Dropped
crossings with tactile paving and resurfacing
of the footway are also proposed.
The tree on the corner of Elmleigh Road will
be removed to make the footway more
useable, especially for pushchairs and
wheelchair users, subject to feedback from
this consultation. In the event the tree is
removed, the council has said it will fund the
planting of three new trees to compensate.
Have your say in the questionnaire on the
council’s
website
(search
under
Consultations). The closing date is 21st
June.
If you do not have access to the internet and
wish to have a paper copy call 01454
864215.

Golf clubs stolen
Someone broke into a garden shed at The Brambles in Keynsham between 7pm on
Friday 31st May and 10.45am on Saturday 1st June and golf clubs were stolen.
Call the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 if you have any
information for the police.
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Major clean-up after travellers leave Kingswood
The travellers who had been camped on
playing fields in Tenniscourt Road since
the end of May left last Wednesday – only
to move onto Southey Avenue playing
fields about a mile away.
They were only there a few hours, however,
leaving the next day after negotiations with
the council and police.
The fields at Tenniscourt Road are owned by
South Gloucestershire Council and leased to
AEK-BOCO Football Club.
A major clear-up took place last
Thursday, with council staff cleaning up
human faeces and nappies, and club
members picking up the remaining rubbish

so the club could get back to using the site
for training.
John Winter, chairman of AEK-BOCO, said
the site had been cleared by an army of club
members, local residents and council
workers. He thanked everyone involved for
a great team effort.
Meanwhile the bund commissioned by
Siston Parish Council around a nearby part
of Siston Common which has previously
been targeted by travellers ensured that green
space was not affected.
There were reports that the travellers had
moved on to Worle in North Somerset after
leaving Kingswood.

The mess left by travellers at Tenniscourt Road
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Southey Avenue playing fields

The bund on Siston Common
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Demolition work begins at Speedwell Baths
Demolition work has started at the Speedwell Swimming
Baths site following Crossman Homes’ deal with
Yarlington Housing Group to provide affordable housing.
Crossman Homes is redeveloping the site on Whitefield
Road. Bristol City Council has allocated £1,860,000 to
Yarlington Housing Group for the development of 31 units
of one and two-bed flats for rent as part of the Affordable
Housing Grant scheme.
Brad Hughes, from Crossman Homes, said: “The demolition
of the derelict swimming baths marks an important milestone

in this exciting development. The site has been vacant since
2005 and has become a dangerous eyesore, attracting antisocial behaviour which has been a real concern to the local
community.”
Built in 1937, the baths closed down in 2005 when deemed
surplus to requirements by the council. Very little of the
original interior exists with only the metal roof structure
remaining. Representatives of Historic Pools of Britain agree
that the conservation and repair of the existing baths is
“wholly unrealistic”.

Mr Hughes added: “We are delighted to be instrumental in
pushing forward this development which will provide muchneeded social housing for the area. The new scheme has been
designed to enhance the area and reflects the style and shape
of the previous building in a contemporary way.”
Since 2005 two plans to redevelop the site for residential have
not gone ahead for financial reasons. Crossman Homes aims
to complete the new homes towards the end of next year.
Wyn Bevan, Yarlington Housing Group’s head of
development, said: “Yarlington Housing Group is proud to
be a part of this exciting development, seeing the derelict
swimming baths being turned into much-needed affordable
housing. Not only this, it will help build a more vibrant local
community.”

Toddler group needs
volunteers to keep going
Little Folk Toddler Group in Hanham urgently requires
volunteers to help with the running of this established
and successful toddler group which meets on a
Wednesday morning.
The group has been running for more than 40 years and
the current volunteers are now moving on and the group
is at risk of closing.
If you are interested in helping contact Jane Cox or
Debra Coles at Hanham Community Centre or call 0117
9674439.
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Owner of cat that was mutilated
warns pet lovers to be alert
The owner of a cat who it is feared was
deliberately beheaded has spoken out to
warn readers that she fears a killer could
be preying on animals locally.
Cleo, who was just a year old, failed to return
to her Longwell Green home over the last
bank holiday weekend. She was found in the
garden of a Cadbury Heath home, minus
both head and tail.
The mutilation is similar to hundreds of
instances in the South East and the owner has
been in touch with a team of investigators
from an animal charity there.
A headless fox cub was also reportedly
discovered recently in a hedge in Tower
Road South in Warmley.
The shocked young man who found Cleo
shared on social media that he had made the
grisly discovery, and the post was seen by a
friend of the owner, who was then able to
identify her pet from a photo the man took
of the body. It disappeared shortly afterwards
from his garden – possibly taken by a fox.
The distraught owner contacted her vets Highcroft in Longwell Green - who notified
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the police on her behalf. This week the police
said there was no evidence at this time to
suggest a criminal offence has been
committed.
Although the owner has asked not to be
named in this article, saying “we don’t know
what this person is capable of,” she is keen
for people to know what happened to Cleo
and to keep a close eye on their pets.
She wonders whether it could be linked to
the suspected ‘Croydon cat killer’ or another
sick individual involved in sadistic crimes,
or even an act carried out as some type of
gang initiation. She has been in touch with
SNARL (South Norwood Animal Rescue
and Liberty) in south London, which
continues to investigate cases in and around
London and further afield, even though an
investigation by the Metropolitan Police
concluded last September that there was no
evidence that someone has been killing and
mutilating cats, rabbits and other animals,
and that the attacks have most likely been
carried out by foxes. Hertfordshire Police
closed their own cat killer investigation at the

Cleo

same time.
An Avon & Somerset police spokesperson
confirmed this week that they had received
a report of the body of a cat being found in
Cadbury Heath, adding: “There's no

evidence at this time to suggest a criminal
offence has been committed.”
The police reference number for anyone with
information about Cleo’s death is
5219120735. Call the 101 police number.
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Parish council chairman apologises
after football club site visit row
The chairman of Hanham Parish Council has apologised
to residents who complained about his behaviour at a
recent planning site visit to AEK-BOCO Football Club.
One of the things Ian Richardson said sorry for was for
saying he didn’t walk over the field to where objectors of the
club’s plans for floodlights were standing because he would
get his shoes muddy.
Two residents have indicated they will refer him to South
Gloucestershire Council’s Standards Committee.
AEK-BOCO lease land at the public open space at
Greenbank Road from South Glos Council and want to
improve facilities so they can play higher level league
football.
At the site visit on 31st May by a group of South Glos
councillors and officers, the protesters had hoisted a homemade mast into position at one of four locations around the
main pitch where the floodlights would be. They also marked
out where the other three masts would be.
Some objectors are frustrated that at the site visit, Cllr
Richardson did not support them by speaking out against the
club’s plans. But at last Wednesday’s parish council meeting
he explained that he had not been able to say more because
of a change in the rules.
Residents at the parish meeting were also critical of the way
the site visit had been conducted, saying it had been indicated
during the on-site discussion that only three houses near the
demonstration mast had objected.. In fact 125 letters of
objection and 240 letters of support were received during the
consultation.
Resident Maureen Lambert said: “The planning committee
arrived and didn’t even venture any further than the BOCO
pavilion. They did not go up to the field and your chairman
was heard to say that he didn’t want to get his shoes muddy.”
She added: “Your chairman was supposed to speak for us.
He merely stated that our concerns had been addressed. It
wasn’t democracy.”
Her comments were echoed by Mike Openshaw: “No effort

was made by Hanham Parish Council’s chairman, who I am
told said he wouldn’t want to get his shoes muddy, to
persuade the visitors to approach the temporary mast to see
for themselves just how intrusive the even taller floodlight
mast would be to those nearest to them.”
Another resident, Sue Brown, said the planning officer didn’t
seem to know where the proposed stands would be and really
didn’t talk about the proposed 1.8 metre fencing which would
hide the “lovely green expanse”.
Cllr Richardson apologised if he had offended anyone,
saying it had not been his intention. He said when he had
arrived at the site he had “naively” spoken to BOCO
representatives. “I should have come straight over to you
guys and given the same time to show impartiality.”
He said that after the site visit, he had been approached by
one of the residents and was “verbally and sarcastically
berated”. He did not go into detail in light of a potential
inquiry but said. “I was angered and it’s no excuse but that
is why I acted like I did. Foolishly I mentioned about the
shoes. It was a silly thing to say and I am sorry about that.
But from where I was standing, I could see the posts, I could
see all the cones. It was apparent that there were four cones
and she (the planning officer) did explain to the meeting that
there were going to be four lights put up.”
Explaining how the planning process has changed, he said:
“Site visits are now a council only event. The parish council
can speak under a mandate – we are only allowed to explain
the facts of what we did. We are not allowed to add any
feeling.
“I stated that we had had a meeting, that we had decided to
support the residents with three objections and that’s what
we did, and those objections have been addressed in the
report. I used the word ‘addressed’ - I could have put
‘covered in the report’. The fact that we disagree and are not
happy with it is immaterial.”
But he stressed that when members of South Glos
development management committee meet tomorrow to

Sudoku
1-Easy

Cllr Richardson addressing the site inspection

decide whether to accept the planning officer’s
recommendation to grant permission for floodlights, fencing
and two stands, the public can have their say, as can parish
and district councillors.
Resident Kim Madan said that people’s concerns had still not
been addressed, namely the light spill, the parking and that
neighbours are already continually having to complain about
language, fights and disturbances connected to the club.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 16th June

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Play your part in reducing
our demand for plastic
Dear Stephen
I write this letter on World Ocean Day,
having just watched a programme on
Sky News showing the agonising deaths
being experienced by whales as their
digestive systems get bunged up with the
plastic that they have swallowed.
Whilst I do not have a pet, the last thing
I would do would be to mix grated
plastic into its food, but that is
effectively what we are doing to the
maritime creatures and birds on our
planet.
The majority of plastic gets into our
oceans via our rivers and canals and the
Canal & River Trust website tells us that
if everyone who visited one of our canals
or rivers picked up just one piece of
plastic, they would be clear within a
year.
We are now in the situation where it is
not just wildlife that we are killing as we
ourselves are victims. Go to a restaurant
tonight and order six scallops and you
will eat 50 particles of plastic as it has
now entered our food chain. Every 30
seconds, one person dies in developing
countries from diseases and illness
caused by plastic pollution, and we in the
Western world are responsible.
Whilst increasing the levels of plastic
recycling is a positive move and the Eco
Group at Keynsham Methodist Church
congratulates Tesco on providing a
collection point for plastic that cannot be
recycled kerbside by the local authority,
this only produces more plastic. The
ultimate answer has to be plastic
reduction and in this respect, we
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welcome the initiative shown by our
town council to become a single-use
plastic-free town and in response to this,
the Methodist Church has drawn up its
own policy.
Our Eco Group has started to challenge
retailers in Keynsham as to how they
will respond to the town council’s
objective. As a start, Tesco have advised
us that they will soon be selling
mushrooms in cardboard containers and
that they will cease the manufacture and
sale of stand-alone single plastic items,
such as drinking mugs. We have
contacted the CEO of Poundland, asking
him to stop retailing similar items and
we are awaiting his response.
Manufacturers are also being challenged.
One piece of plastic that causes terrible
suffering, to birds in particular, is the
plastic collar that is used on canned drink
multipacks. Carlsberg and Guinness
have already ditched these, now using
recyclable glue, and we have been
advised by Carling that they are testing
options to try to remove plastic collars.
Heineken, who own Foster’s, John
Smith’s, Kronenbourg and Strongbow,
have advised us that they will be
removing all plastic collars from their
products by 2021. Progress is being
made and we do accept that sometimes
things do not happen as quickly as we
would like them to. Changing longestablished production techniques
cannot occur overnight.
Can we all not only in Keynsham, but
also surrounding areas, support policies
that our local authorities introduce to
reduce the use of single-use plastic.
Everyone can become a campaigner and

so when the local greetings card shop
wants to give you a plastic bag, say “No
thanks – I don't do plastic”. Could we all
try to reduce the appalling level of shelf
space taken up in our supermarkets by
bottled water. Our tap water is the best
in the world and comes at a fraction of
the price of bottled so please turn your
backs on bottled water.
We all have a part to play in reducing our
demand for plastic and to stop harming
our planet and those who inhabit it, both
animal and human. So let’s do it! Thank
you.
Mike Barrow
Keynsham Methodist Church Eco
Group

SEND stories are painful
to hear
Dear Stephen
Well done for covering the urgent
schools funding crisis last week. I agree
with and support wholeheartedly the
letter from headteachers to parents.
My Bath colleague, Wera Hobhouse,
rightly accuses the government of being
disingenuous with their use of numbers.
Over and over again I talk to teachers on
the doorstep who struggle with
insufficient resources.
But also it was why I was pleased to join
the demonstration in Bristol highlighting
the crisis in SEND funding and
administration with people across the
parties from Bristol, South Glos and
North Somerset.
The stories told last week from parents,
children, professional and politicians
were painful to hear. Each story related
where the system had obstructed young

people but also how, when resources are
available, how much potential is
released.
Nick Coates
Parliamentary candidate Liberal
Democrats
North East Somerset

Differing opinions
Dear Mr Terence Lee
I don't think there is much point in me
defending the NHS, because I'm fairly
certain that your letter in Issue 579 was
not so much about the quality of
healthcare in this country, or an
expression of admiration for the profitdriven American healthcare system, but
more of an attempt at ‘effluence’ stirring.
I think we need to be honest with
ourselves that there are people in this
country, on both the left and the right,
who are desperate to drag the rest of us
into the kind of culture wars that has
done so much to make America a nation
of non-complaining, happy citizens, and
I think you’re probably one of those
people who loves to see how shocked
others are by how radical, yet common
sense, your opinions are.
We are unfortunately living in the age of
Brexit, which has been a gift to those
without the ability to form their own
opinions and then express them with any
kind of humility, and I imagine you’re
having a very good Brexit.
I'm personally not a fan of identity
politics, because it seems to be practised
by people who are so lacking in selfawareness that they do not realise that
when they share their half-baked
opinions with whoever is slowly backing
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LETTERS
away from them, they are really trying to
say "Look at me! I'm scared you might
think I'm from the wrong crowd!"
But I hope you have not found my own
opinions to be too harsh, because it’s
important that we look for shared
common ground, and in our case it can
probably be found in the fact that I only
wrote this email because I had nothing
better to do.
Dan Bourton

Centre should promote
free 15-minute parking
Dear Sir
Further to recent comments about the
Kings Chase parking, I wanted to
highlight a sneaky(?) omission in the
signage in case it helps others.
I only wanted one thing from Wilko but
as it was heavy, we had to park as close
as possible and so used this car park for
the first time. We went straight into store,
loaded up a trolley, paid without
queuing, and whilst my husband took it
to the car, I joined the queue for the
ticket machine.
It didn't give change so we fumbled
around to find the right change between
us (he'd unloaded and joined me back in
the queue by the time I got to the front)
then started typing our reg number in
and then it asked what length of time
we'd been there and gave options
including ‘Up to 15 mins’ which, when
we chose it, said that parking was free!
By this time there were about eight
people behind us so I apologised for
holding them up unnecessarily and
zoomed off as fast as possible! Trouble
is, the time spent queuing and fiddling
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with the machine might have taken us
over the 15 minutes so I hope we don't
get a fine in the post as we were in and
out of the shop within five minutes.
Why don't they make this free 15
minutes clear on the signage? Maybe so
that people pay for an hour, just in case?
It is clear that the number of machines
are insufficient anyway, as it wasn't busy
in the shopping area, just in the car park
with people trying to pay. If they want to
encourage shoppers to Kings Chase then
they need to sort this out, but hopefully
this information will help others.
Mrs L Vockings
Oldland Common

Lane, Speedwell.
They organised a community day on
Saturday 1st June on the field and it was
great. There was lots to do and entertain
the kids. Our favourite was the dog show
– so funny!
The sun was shining and it was great just
to sit about and enjoy the atmosphere. It
was the first time we have been but hope
they will do it again next year.
There were loads of people there, young
and old and absolutely no trouble. It was
really good to feel part of the local area.
Good on you Barton Hill Rugby Club –
a credit to the area and the community.
The Dean Family

Concert raises £500 for
wellbeing centre

Difficulties in getting music
festival tickets

Dear Stephen
Following the recent item in The Week
In regarding the annual charity concert
by Hanham Ladies Choir held at the
United Reformed Church on 18th May,
I am delighted to report that the sum
raised was £500, which will benefit the
NGS Macmillan Wellbeing Centre at
Southmead Hospital.
Our concert was attended by their
representative who, along with everyone
else, seemed to have a lovely time, and
we should like to thank all who came
and donated to the wonderful work they
do.
Elaine Saunders
Secretary, Hanham Ladies Choir

Dear Stephen
There seem to be some issues around
getting tickets for the Keynsham Music
Festival this year which I am not happy
about. The only time you can buy tickets
for events is from the One Stop shop on
Mondays and Thursdays between 10am
and noon, otherwise they are available
online but this is not suitable for a
number of people.
Also, I had hoped that by buying them in
person I would avoid the £3 booking fee
but, despite being given an assurance last
year that this would not happen this in
2019, it still stands.
This seems unfair as when I want tickets
for events at Bristol Hippodrome, I can
go in person to the Box Office and do not
pay a booking fee. Surely anybody who
is the organiser of the event shouldn’t be
charging a booking fee?
I also wanted tickets for the free concert

A great day out
Dear Sir
We wanted to say thank you to Barton
Hill Rugby Club based at Duncombe

on the Saturday evening and had hoped
to get them at the music festival stand at
the Farmers’ Market on 8th June but no,
the only way apparently to get these is
by going to the B&NES offices in the
town centre and asking for the town
council. I appreciate that the town
council offices are temporarily closed
but surely simpler and more convenient
arrangements could have been put in
place for getting tickets for such a
significant event.
I hope that the festival organisers
remember that it is funded in the first
place by Keynsham residents through
the town council, with every household
paying a significant annual precept of
£91.52.
Hazel Powe
Keynsham
Response from Keynsham
Music Festival.
The writer is misinformed on a number
of accounts. Tickets for the free opera
event were available from our counter in
the Library/One Stop Shop on Saturday
8th June. Our counter is open on
Mondays and Thursdays from 10am-12
noon and on Saturday market days, as
advertised.
All Keynsham Tickets events are sold
with a booking fee whether online or
over the counter. Keynsham Tickets now
sells over £10,000 worth of tickets a year
for the Music Festival and other
Keynsham events. Less than 10% of
these are over the counter.
Ric Davison
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Council rethinks plans to
improve safety in Warmley
After plans for speed tables on Tower
Lane and Tower Road North in
Warmley were shelved following a
public consultation last year, South
Gloucestershire Council has now
come up with another proposal.
In spring of 2018 the council proposed
the speed tables after a number of
incidents involving vehicles colliding
with walls on the south east side of
Tower Road North on the approach to
the Tower Lane roundabout. It said the
ongoing repairs by its structures team
were proving expensive.
Concerns had also been raised by
residents with their local councillor and
MP about traffic speeds on Tower Lane.
But people who responded to the
consultation said that speed tables
impacted the majority in order to fix the
problem caused by the minority, and
there were concerns that they could
deter lorries from using the
recommended route.
One resident said that during the
preceding 20 years there had only been
four similar incidents, so it was hardly
an accident blackspot.
As a result of the feedback, the council
decided to investigate alternative
solutions and is now proposing
tightening the kerb line and realigning

Social media expert
wins two awards

the bus border kerbs at the St Ivel Way
southbound bus stop on Tower Road
North.
It hopes this will reduce the number of
incidents of vehicles colliding with the
retaining walls and help buses align

correctly with the bus border kerbs.
To have your say take part in the online
questionnaire before the deadline of
19th June. If you do not have access to
the internet and wish to have a paper
copy to complete, call 01454 864215.

Sophie Slavin, who runs SAS Consultancy Services
based in Siston, was thrilled to be a winner at the
Influential Businesswoman Awards.
The awards are given solely on merit and are awarded to
commend those most deserving for their ingenuity and
hard work, distinguishing them from their competitors
and proving them worthy of recognition.
The final judgment was based on various criteria
including client dedication, innovation, business growth,
longevity, online reputation, client feedback and business
performance. Sophie was a winner of two awards –
Leading Female in Consultancy Services 2019 and Best
Social Media Management Company UK.
“I was so excited when I read the email notifying me I
had won and I feel really proud to be able to now say I
run an award-winning business. A lot of hard work and
learning has taken place over the past couple of years so
it is a wonderful feeling to receive this kind of
recognition”

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Mollusc (7)

1. Disorder (8)

8. Mythical creature (7)

2. Change (5)

9. Performer (7)

3. Lariat (5)

10. Refuse to deal
with (7)

4. Mexican village (6)

11. Nocturnal bird (4,3)

6. Temporary stay (7)

14. Decompose (3)

7. Biting insect (4)

16. Worry (4)

12. Naked (4)

18. Limit (4)

13. Small bird (4)

19. Augury (4)

15. Urban area (4)

20. Certain (4)

16. Hill (4)

21. Unused (3)

17. Loft access (8)

23. Release (7)

18. Hermit (7)

26. Gourd plant (7)

22. Castrated male (6)

28. Experience (7)

24. Apple drink (5)

29. Fiendish (7)

25. Of the ear (5)

30. Athlete (7)

26. Nosegay (4)

5. Cunning (4)

27. Monarch (4)
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CCTV appeal after
assault at Stockwood pub
Do you recognise this man? Police would
like to speak to him in relation to an assault
at The Concorde Pub on Stockwood Lane,
Stockwood, on Friday 26th April at
approximately 11.55pm when a man was
punched to the floor.
The suspect is described as white, aged 45
to 50, 5ft 9in and of heavy build. He has
short dark hair that is greying in places,
and was wearing a dark shirt.
If you can help, call 101 and give the call
handler the reference number 5219113770.
You may prefer to contact the independent
charity Crimestoppers 100 per cent
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Former council leader
Honouring our Armed Forces awarded CBE in Queen’s
Birthday Honours
South Gloucestershire Armed Forces Day
will be celebrated in Kingswood this year
on Saturday 22nd June.
At 10.30am the event opens to the public
in Kingswood Park. At 11am a parade will
assemble at Kimberley Road near Kings
Chase Shopping Centre. It will set off at
11.30am, marching through the High
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Street and Regent Street to the park. There
will be a drumhead ceremony at 12.15pm.
Until 4pm there will be performances,
stalls, exhibitions and activities in the
park. This is a free event for the whole
family.
Armed Forces Day is held in rotation in
Kingswood, Staple Hill and Thornbury.

Tim Warren, the former Conservative leader
of B&NES Council, who lost his seat at the
local elections last month, has been honoured
in The Queen’s Birthday Honours List.
The 56-year-old has been made Commander
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire for services to local government and

the community in Somerset.
Mr Warren was elected to the council as ward
member for Mendip in 2003. He became
leader of the Conservative group in 2013 and
council leader in 2015. At last month’s
council election he lost his position as
councillor for Mendip.
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Choir raising money
for Kingswood
children’s charity

Proud pupils receive
Duke of Cornwall Award
Proud pupils of Parkwall Primary School
in Cadbury Heath have received the Duke
of Cornwall Award for young people from

engagement events.
Gerry Woodruff, Parkwall Primary School’s
family and community support worker, said:

local police officers.
The Mini Police project within South
Gloucestershire is a fun and interactive
volunteering opportunity for children aged
nine and ten. Pupils from Year 5 at Parkwall

“The children became part of the programme
to help tackle local issues as highlighted by
their own community. They have developed
a confident voice through enjoyable
experiences and by assisting the police
service they carry that ownership and pride

have been supporting police priorities
through participation in community
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This month is a very special time for
community choirthe St George Singers.
The choir gave their first concert in June
1979 and to mark the society’s 40th
birthday they have adopted as their charity
this year the Kingswood-based children’s
hospice at home charity the Jessie May
Trust.
On Tuesday 18th June at 7.30pm the St
George Singers will give a concert at Holy
Trinity Church in Kingswood with music
that has been sung by the choir over the
last four decades. It will also contain a new
piece composed by local composer Ian
Hubbard.
Entry to the concert is free with free
refreshments served in the interval. A
retiring collection will be taken in aid of
the Jessie May Trust.

Next week Jim Williams and John Cottle
from the choir will taking part in 'Play for
Jessie May’. On Thursday 20th they will
be playing the organs in Bristol churches
including the Cathedral, St Mark's, Lord
Mayor's Chapel, Christ Church at Broad
Street, St Stephen's and St Mary Redcliffe.
On Friday 21st they will play at
Kingswood Congregational Church, Holy
Trinity Church in Kingswood, All Saints
Church at Farmborough, St John’s at
Midsomer Norton and Wells Cathedral.
On Saturday 22nd they will be at Exeter
Cathedral and Bedford Road Methodist
Church in St Ives and St Ives Parish
Church.
If anyone would like to sponsor them call
0117 9498483, 0772 161 1035 or email
jimwilliams2802@yahoo.com

back into the community they live in.”
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Zebra crossing plans
finally in motion, five
years after petition
More than five years after a petition was submitted to
South Gloucestershire Council for a safe crossing near
St Stephen’s Infant and Junior schools in Soundwell,
plans for a zebra crossing have gone out for consultation.
In December 2013 the petition was submitted to the
council to provide a pedestrian-controlled crossing on
Lansdown Road.
A scheme was subsequently added to the Council’s Local
Transport Priority List to provide a zebra crossing and it
has finally been selected for inclusion in the council’s
Local Transport Capital Programme for 2018-19.
The council says that a survey taken at the proposed site
shows pedestrians regularly cross at this location,
particularly at peak times and throughout the afternoon
and early evening. A total of 1,341 pedestrians, including
574 children, were observed crossing during a 12-hour
survey between 7am to 7pm.
It is hoped the crossing will encourage more pupils and
staff to walk to school.
The closing date for people to take part in a questionnaire
on the council’s website is 24th June – search under
Consultations.
If you do not have access to the internet and wish to have
a paper copy of all the information and questionnaire to
complete, call the council on 01454 863028.

Have your say on
park improvements
Residents are being asked for their views on the future of
Kelston Park in Keynsham in the next stage of the
community engagement process.
A previous survey and stakeholder meeting has identified
improvements which are now planned to be delivered in two
stages.
The first phase will concentrate on general park
improvements and the second, planned for next year, on the
play area. Funding of £40,000 is in place for the initial
improvement phase and it is hoped this will be complete by
the end of the year.
Proposals include a hardstanding area for all-weather sports,
a goal and basketball hoop, a small events area and vandalproof seating.
Tree planting, safety improvements and improvements to the
mini-football pitch are also included in the options document
and survey questionnaire which can be read and downloaded

from the B&NES Council website.
www.bathnes.gov.uk/kelstonroadpark
The deadline for responses is Monday 8th July.

Go

to

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Objections to plans to turn
pub into nine apartments
Plans to turn The Three Crowns in Blackswarth Road in
St George into nine apartments have been lodged with
Bristol City Council.
The proposals to convert and extend the building on the
corner with Grindell Road do not include any off-street
parking.
There has been a pub on the site since the 1820s with the
developers saying the present building dates from 1904. It
ceased trading in 2017 and the building is currently vacant
and secured to prevent access.
A local group (Save The Three Crowns) has sought to reopen
the pub and succeeded in having the property listed as an
Asset of Community Value. The building has also been

The boarded-up pub
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included on the council’s local list of valued buildings, giving
it a degree of protection. However, unlike statutorily
protected buildings, internal changes to a locally listed
building do not require consent.
The planning application says the proposals have sought to
ensure that the architectural significance of the property will
continue and that surviving features of the former pub namely the bar counter and bar back - will be maintained
and incorporated into communal spaces in the new
apartments.
The developers say that the site is in a very sustainable
location so the need to travel by private car is reduced,
and that there is sufficient on-street parking available

to cater for any provision required by the development
proposals.
Already more than 20 objections have been sent to the
council. They include: “This would add to the already hectic
parking situation in and around Blackswarth Road and St
Patrick’s View area, particularly when the school
opens/closes each day.”
Another says: “Really disappointed a communal asset not
given a chance to regenerate. Flats everywhere no family
housing created.”
People have until 25th June to have their say. The planning
application reference to search for on the city council’s
website is 19/02370/F.

How it would look
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St Brendan’s students are
most successful at university
Recent figures from the Sixth Form
Colleges Association reveal that students
who attend St Brendan’s Sixth Form
College go on to outperform all others at
university.
A recent report from the SFCA highlights the
fantastic work the Brislington college does
to ensure its students are well-prepared for
university learning and life after A-levels.
The majority of St Brendan’s 1,700 students
spend two years at the Brislington-based
campus, studying A-level and/or BTEC
courses before pursuing careers, securing
apprenticeships or heading off to universities
across the country.
Dedicated to developing their students into
independent learners who are both university
and career-ready, the latest independent
figures show the work is paying off. St
Brendan’s has been officially recognised for
its hard work and commitment, with its
students outperforming those at university
from other sixth form colleges, as well as
students joining from state and independent
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sector schools with sixth forms.
Of those students who graduated in the UK
last year, 30% of those from St Brendan’s
achieved a first class honours compared to
29% of students who studied A-levels at an
independent school and 28% of students who
joined university from a state sector school
with a sixth form.
The in-depth study also analysed the
graduation results from Russell Group
Universities, where once again the local sixth
form college came out top. Of those St
Brendan’s students who studied at one of the
UK’s top 24 universities, 43% of them
secured a first last year, compared to 31% of
graduates from the independent sector and
33% from other sixth form colleges and state
sector schools with a sixth form.
The college, well-known for its inclusivity
and diversity, is also successful in preparing
its students from areas with low higher
education participation rates with 81% of
them securing a first class or upper second
class honours compared to 74% of those

St Brendan’s

from state sector school sixth forms.
Principal Michael Jaffrain said: “I am
incredibly proud of the way in which we
prepare our students for life after college
and it is fantastic to see that our
students outperform those across all other

sectors at university. I am lucky to have a
driven and motivated team of specialist
teachers, mentors and support staff around
me, all working to ensure they help each
and every student on their journey to
adulthood.”
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Garden find in
Oldland Common
A reader in Oldland Common contacted to show an
interesting find from digging up his garden last week.
The brass flat-circular weight appears to date from the first
half of the 19th century. In a period when the Roman troy
weight system was still used by apothecaries and bullion
merchants, a set of avoirdupois weights from 2lb (like this
one) to ¼ oz was widely used in most other trades. The G
below the crown is almost certainly George IV who reigned
from 1820-1830.

Police reminder to
residents after burglary

Launch of new
project in Kingswood

Residents of a home in Sherwood Road in Keynsham
were awoken by noises downstairs at around 2am last
Tuesday (4th June). When they went to investigate they
found the back door slightly open. It seems that the
offender had used an open window to get into the
property, and then left through the back door when
disturbed, using the keys that had been left in the lock.
Nothing was stolen. If you have any information
regarding this incident, contact the police on 101.
Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.

The launch of The Meeting Place, a new project run by
four churches in Kingswood, takes place this Saturday
(15th June). Opening at 47 High Street, which used to be
MP Chris Skidmore’s office, it will provide a space for
anyone in the community to come in and talk to one of
the trained volunteers, and also an optional self-reflective
journey. At the launch at 11am the organisers will be
explaining the vision of the new project and inviting
members of the public, alongside local community
stakeholders, to come and see what will be available.

Situations Vacant
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Event aims to being Speedwell
community together
An event billed as the Big Picnic in the
Park will be taking place on Saturday 13th
July in Speedwell.
Meadow Vale Park is the venue for the
free event which aims to bring the
community together.
People are encouraged to bring a picnic
and there will be craft-making for all ages,
outdoor games and light refreshments

available. The event runs from noon to
3pm. In preparation for the picnic,
Bristol’s Children’s Scrapstore is running
workshops to make decorations. The first
session is on Wednesday 26th June from
4pm to 6pm at Meadow Vale Community
Centre and the second is from 4pm to 6pm
at Speedwell Children’s Centre on
Tuesday 2nd July.

Garage door ripped off
At around midnight last Tuesday (4th
June) the residents of a Hanham home
heard a loud bang and saw two men
standing by their garage, having ripped off
the door.
It is thought that another two men joined

Cow rescued from slurry pit

them as they ran off from the home in
Church Road.
If you have any information about ths
crime contact the police on 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Avon Fire & Rescue crews from Kingswood
and Bedminster fire station were called to
assist after a cow became stuck in a slurry pit
in Cattybrook Road in Mangotsfield late last

Tuesday night (4th June).
Firefighters used strops and equipment from
the farmer to rescue the animal and helped
take the cow to a safe place.

Kingswood town centre walkabout
Another walkabout will be held in
Kingswood town centre tomorrow
(Thursday) to highlight ways it can be
improved.
Anyone with an interest is welcome to meet
outside Boswells in Regent Street at 10am.
The aim of the walkabout is to identify any

improvements that can be made to the area.
The walkabout will be led by the chairman
of the Friends of Kingswood Park, Jim
Whittaker and among those expected to take
part are local councillors, council officers,
the police and representatives from other
local organisations.
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Father’s Day extravaganza
Kingswood Heritage Museum
A Fantastical Father’s Day Extravaganza is
taking place at Kingswood Heritage
Museum this Sunday - Father’s Day - from
2pm to 5pm.
Aimed at families, the day will give people
the chance to make a bird box or key
holder, take part in a few circuits in the
boxing gym, join in a circus skills workshop,
talk to a member of the Douglas motorcycle

family (there is an exhibition of bikes
at the museum), make a Meccano model,
take some brass rubbings and much
more.
A fire engine will be visiting and there will
be guided walks around the grounds. The
Windmill Café will be open.
All-inclusive tickets are £5 (children go
free).

Raising money for
community cafés
A jumble and table-top sale will be held
this Saturday (15th June) at St Aidan’s
Church in Fir Tree Lane, St George, from
noon to 3pm to raise money for Bristol
Community Cafés.
The community interest company (CIC)
has grown out of the Bristol Community
Friendship Club which runs cafes to end
loneliness.
The Speedwell group meets every Monday
from noon to 3pm at Barton Hill Rugby

Club in Duncombe Lane.
The Kingswood one meets at Kingswood
Community Centre on Thursdays from
noon to 3pm. The Longwell Green group
meets at All Saints United Church on Bath
Road every Friday from noon to 3pm.
To find out more look for Bristol
Community Friendship Club on Facebook
or call Gill Flower on 0117 9025779 or
07948 393397 or email her at
gill.flower@blueyonder.co.uk

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where
you can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 10th June).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Charlton Road, Charlton
Park, Queens Road, Albert Road,
Chandag Road and the B3116 Wellsway;
in Saltford on Norman Road and the A4
Bath Road; on the A431 Kelston Road; at
Pensford on the A37 Pensford Hill and
A37 New Road; on the A39 at Marksbury
and Farmborough.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington
Road, Talbot Road and Wick Lane; in
Fishponds on Snowdon Road and Thicket
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Avenue; in St George on Nags Head Hill,
Beaufort Road, the Kingsway and Air
Balloon Road; in Hengrove on the A37
Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove Way,
Cadogan Road and Petherton Road; in
Whitchurch on Hazelbury Road and
Whitchurch Lane; also on Stockwood
Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road;
in Hanham on Abbots Road; on the A431
Bath Road at Swineford; at Mill Lane in
Oldland; on the A420 at Wick and
Warmley; on the B4465 at Shortwood; in
Kingswood at Court Road and
Tenniscourt Road.
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1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Architectural
Services

Caravans

Aerials

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

Fencing

Garden Services

House
Clearance

Home Help

Electrical

Home
Maintenance

Foot Health

Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

Garden Services

Architectural
Services

Guttering

Carpet Fitters

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
House
Clearance

Plastering

Plumbers

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Mobile
Hairdresser

£21.00

Sewing Lessons

Plumbers

+ VAT
per insert
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

07584 671317
louisew7761@googlemail.com

Skip Hire

Painting
& Decorating

Rubbish
Clearance

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Cheap and fast

Adverts cost £4.20 per

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Call 0117 9373009

1 week - £21

at anytime to book

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Wifi

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Pregnancy
Massage

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Pregnancy
Massage
Fully qualified masseuse
with specialist
massage couch.
Other beauty
treatments are also
available.
Home visits or
appointment at beauty
room

All prices per week
exc VAT

Venue Hire

Call Katie on 01761 418682
or 07977 045773

Roofing

Windows & Doors

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
23

24

The Week in • Wednesday 12th June 2019

