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Lib Dems seize power in B&NES but Tories hold South Glos
The Liberal Democrats ousted the Conservatives to

Gloucestershire.

lost his seat to David Wood, from the Liberal Democrat

win control of Bath & North East Somerset in the

Casualties included B&NES Council’s leader Tim

Focus Team.

local council elections last Thursday but the Tories

Warren, who represented Mendip ward, where North

The Lib Dems now have 36 seats, the Tories 11. There

held

East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg lives. Mr Warren

are six Independents, four Labour members, plus one

on

to

power in

neighbouring

South

representing the Labour & Co-operative Party, and one
Liberal Democrat Focus Team member.
The Lib Dems’ gains included taking Keynsham East
from the Conservatives.
In neighbouring South Gloucestershire, where the
Conservatives won an overall majority four years ago
with 40 of the 70 seats, there were only 61 seats up for
grabs following a boundary review.
The Conservatives won 33 seats last Thursday, while
the Libs Dems have 17 and Labour 11.
See also page 20
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
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Homes evacuated as
firefighters tackle massive
blaze at tower block
Forty-four homes were evacuated as crews from more than
10 fire stations tackled a
massive blaze in a workshop on
the ground floor of the
Strachan & Henshaw block in
Foundry Lane, Speedwell.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service was
called at 6.20pm on Friday
evening. Crews from Kingswood,
who were the first in attendance,
called it “one of the hardest and
longest nights ever”.
Cylinders exploded during the
fire, which was seen for miles
around.
Several roads were closed overnight including most of Deep
Pit Rd, Brook Road, Whitewood Road, Oak Lane, Foundry
Lane, Fern Hurst Rd, Oak Lane, Holly Lodge Road and part
of Whitefield Road.
A number of properties were evacuated - 15 on Deep Pit
Road, eight on Fernhurst Road, two on Mallard Close and
19 on Whitefield Road. Those evacuated who didn’t have a
place to go were invited to take refuge at St John's Church
on Lodge Causeway.
Others in the area were advised to keep their windows and
doors closed and stay indoors as a precautionary measure
until the fire was out and there is no evidence of a smoke
plume. Although there may have been some asbestos
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Police cordon off
footpath after incident
A footpath in Longwell Green was cordoned off by police
on Sunday. We understand it followed an assault which
took place on the path which runs behind the Gallagher
Retail Park and adjacent to the A4714 ring road.
Forensic investigations were taking place on Sunday with
evidence identification markers positioned along the
path.
The path was open again by Monday morning. At the
time of going to print no further information was
available. Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page
for any updates during the week.
material involved, people were advised that the risks to
health were low
Most of those who had been evacuated were allowed to
return to their homes by mid-morning on Saturday although
the trading estate remained completely closed to all
businesses and nearly 18 hours on from the original call,
firefighters were still tackling hotspots within the building.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service’s Chief Fire Office Mick
Crennell praised the fantastic multi-agency teamwork
involved in dealing with the major incident in which no one
was injured.
There was a fire at the same block on New Year’s Eve, the
cause of which was believed to be accidental.
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Plant sale
Bristol East Allotments Association will be holding a
plant sale on Saturday and Sunday 18th and 19th May
from 9am to 2pm at the Pavilion, Nicholas Lane, St
George. The café will be open.
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Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

Scarecrows with plenty of tales to tell
People of all ages enjoyed Pucklechurch’s
annual scarecrow competition and trail over
the bank holiday.
Local gardens displayed scarecrows inspired

by the theme of ‘Your Favourite Story Book
Character’.
The event on Sunday and Monday raised
funds for St Thomas a Becket Church.
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Police stop more than
50 drivers at checkpoint
Police set up a checkpoint on Friday to raise awareness
of speeding and inconsiderate driving through the lanes
of Bitton, Upton Cheyney, Beach and the surrounding
area.
Volunteers came to help to help the Parkwall and Bitton
Neighbourhood Police Team at their morning of action on
Brewery Hill, which runs up from the A431 through Bitton
to Upton Cheyney.
More than 50 vehicles were stopped in the layby at the
bottom of the hill and drivers were given advice about
speeding and erratic driving through the lanes. Further police
checks are planned.
Statistics show that 60% of people killed on Britain’s roads
die on rural roads, and new research shows many more
drivers are needlessly putting themselves at risk of an
accident. 25% of drivers report having had a near miss on a
country road, while 40% have been surprised by an
unexpected hazard, such as an animal.
Local people say the introduction at the end of 2017 of a
30mph limit in the network of narrow lanes has not deterred
the speed at which some drivers navigate them and that the
school run clearly has a significant knock-on effect on traffic
as there was a significant decrease during the Easter holidays.
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Pc Phil Busvine said the checkpoint, which began at 8am,
had been met with very positive comments from residents
and other road users. One vehicle was seized due to no
insurance and the occupant reported for numerous driving
document offences. A couple of other drivers were advised
in relation to their vehicles’ lights and road worthiness.
In their letter to motorists, the police team say: “We have
been receiving numerous complaints of dangerous driving
through the country roads. There are no footpaths through
the lanes, leaving pedestrians vulnerable to careless and
inconsiderate drivers coming around corners too quickly.
“Residents are also experiencing aggression following poor
and inconsiderate driving. Please be courteous to other road
users and follow the guidance given by the Highway Code.
Please do remember that these lanes are streets that the local
residents live along.
“Please consider the danger which you are putting yourself,
your passengers and other road users in when driving at
speed down the lanes.
“Police will be conducting checks on vehicles in these lanes
in coming weeks and months; any offenders will be dealt
with.”
Newly re-elected councillor Erica Williams thanked the

Police at Brewery Hill

police for their support, adding: “The residents who have
been so concerned about speeding in our lanes and the village
must be so heartened by such a positive step forward to
educate road users who use the lanes daily and are unaware
of the danger to themselves and others that they risk by
speeding/ driving recklessly.”

5

Work under way to repair
fire-damaged library
Volunteers have started the tough job of repairing the
phone box library in Oldland Common which was the
subject of an arson attack.
The popular book exchange opened in the old red phone box
in Westcourt Drive last July but has been out of use since the
fire in early January.
The idea for the mini library came from friends Sarah
Hemings, Deb Wright and Anne Thomson who were inspired
after reading an article in
The Week In about BT’s
Adopt A Kiosk scheme.
They presented their idea
to Bitton Parish Council
which approved the
application and paid the
necessary £1 fee to
finalise the lease on the
redundant red phone box.
The trio and other
volunteers worked hard
over several months to
prepare it for the grand
opening last July by
bestselling author Susan
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Lewis.
After the fire, they were devastated but
said that all the positive comments and
offers of help they had received had
given them the strength and
determination to start again, pledging:
“We will rebuild our beautiful phone
box and make it lovely again, ready for
all our wonderful readers and
supporters.”
They have now had their first working
day, power washing the box, and they
are planning on a sanding session next
to try to get the interior ready for
repainting.
They are also looking at some dates to
invite the public to come and help, and
have booked their relaunch for Sunday
28th July.
Anyone able to do anything to help
rebuild the library can contact the
volunteers either through Facebook –
search for Oldland Phone Box Library or email Deb at buzzz29@hotmail.com
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Parents from Bristol and South
Glos to join national SEND rally
Parents from South Gloucestershire and
Bristol will be among those attending a
rally in London at the end of this month to
raises awareness of the “failures” of the
current system for children and young
people with special education needs and
disabilities (SEND).
SEND National Crisis is a parent-led
campaign and there are planned marches
across the UK on Thursday 30th May to
highlight that education providers are
expected to provide an appropriate
education on continuous budget cuts.
South Glos SEND Crisis and Bristol
Independent SEND Community groups
will join the London march, with Warmley
Community Centre being one of the pickup points for the bus that has been booked.
A petition will be handed in to 10 Downing
Street and there will be a rally in Parliament

Square.
Meanwhile a group of parents campaigning
for equality in schools for children with
SEND, who are planning a legal challenge
against South Gloucestershire Council,
have so far raised more than £2,500 via the
CrowdJustice website. SEND Emergency
South Glos say the council’s decision to
introduce a ‘Ready Reckoner’ tool when
deciding how to fund Education Health and
Care Plans means funding will now be
issued based on predetermined set amounts
for different types of special educational
needs and disabilities, which is not
provision to meet the specific needs of a
child.
They say the council will cut £1m from the
top-up fund every year by using this tool
which is piling more disadvantage on
already vulnerable SEND children.

Replacement defibrillator
ordered after theft
The new defibrillator installed a few
months ago in Crews Hole to serve the
riverside trail and Troopers Hill has been
stolen.
The potentially life-saving device was
installed outside Didac Ltd’s Woodwise
Academy in Crews Hole Road in St George.
It was the idea of Didac’s staff who last year
approached the Friends group who look after
the nearby Troopers Hill nature reserve with
a generous offer to match any money they
could raise to fund a defibrillator that would
be accessible 24 hours a day.
The Friends were able to spare £100 to
donate towards the defibrillator and with the

total cost being £2,600, they set up a
JustGiving page to appeal for the remaining
£1,200. Thanks to the generosity of local
people and businesses, the target was
reached and it was installed in January.
Then last month the box was jemmied open
and the contents stolen. The Friends of
Troopers Hill have thanked Didac who have
since put in an order for a replacement
defibrillator.
Defibrillators are an important step in the
chain of survival following a heart attack and
the River Avon Trail is used every day by
many people walking, jogging and cycling
who might need this life-saving device.

Free coaching
Keynsham Bowling Club will be providing free coaching on its green in Keynsham
Park starting on 13th May. This will be on Mondays and Saturdays from 11am. All
necessary equipment will be provided – all you need to do is turn up and try your hand
at rolling a wood or two. Anyone is welcome and experience or age is not relevant.
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The defibrillator being unveiled earlier this year
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Open day at HorseWorld sees
record number of visitors
More than 2,100 people turned up
to HorseWorld’s Open Day at
Keynes Farm in Whitchurch last
month, making it their most
popular one ever.
HorseWorld Trust opens the gates
of its rescue centre four times a
year and allows visitors a behindthe-scenes look at the rescue,
rehabilitation and rehoming work
that goes on at the charity.
The farm is home to more than 100
rescued horses, ponies and
A police horse made a surprise visit to April’s
donkeys. Some are being trained as
Open Day
riding horses, some work on the
Discovery programme and some
what we do here and how many horses we
are simply enjoying their retirement.
help.”
HorseWorld’s communications and HorseWorld Trust is running three more
fundraising manager Stephen Poole said: Open Days this year – on Saturday 22nd
“We were delighted by the number of June, Saturday 24th of August and
people that came out to support us. We Saturday 19th October. Volunteers are
raised nearly £9,000 which will go always needed so if you think you could
towards the care of all our rescued horses help out email sofia.carosi@horseworld.
and we cannot thank the public enough for org.uk or call 01275 893030.
coming to see us. It’s not just about raising For more information on events visit
money, it’s about making people aware of www.horseworld.org.uk/events
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Soapbox Rally could
become annual event
More than 100 Scouts recently took part
in the first Wansdyke Scout Soapbox
Rally, held at Clutton Scout HQ.
In the beautiful springtime weather
Scouts competed in different challenges,
including the fastest lap and drag races, in
the carts which they had designed and
created with some help from parents and
leaders.
Eighteen carts competed across the event,

with High Littleton Scouts coming out on top
in four out of the six award categories. 1st
Keynsham Frome Troop took the award for
the best designed cart with their
interpretation of St George’s Dragon, and
Radstock Scouts took home the prize for the
best Scout-designed and built cart.
Overall a brilliant day was had by all in
attendance and it is an event Wansdyke
Scouts hope will be held again.
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Championing the West of
England at every opportunity
Regional Mayor Tim Bowles writes his regular
column for The Week In
It was two years ago that I was elected as the first West
of England Mayor. Whilst it has been a lively time in
national politics, I have focused on getting on with the
job, addressing the challenges and opportunities we share
across our region to help improve people’s lives.
I have worked closely with leaders in our councils,
businesses and universities and others to ensure that we are
speaking together as one region with one voice. We are
making our voice heard in Westminster, Whitehall and
beyond, securing investment to support our work to keep the
region moving, growing and successful.
The benefits of this joined-up approach are already plain to
see. Not only do we receive £30m of new money into the
region from the Government every year as part of our
devolution deal, we’ve also secured an additional £180m
since I was elected. For example, last month I met with the
Transport Secretary Chris Grayling who committed an extra
£31.9m to complete the funding needed to reopen the railway
to Portishead and Pill as part of our MetroWest plans. These
are ambitious plans that will see us open new railway lines
and stations, benefitting residents and helping our region
prosper while reducing congestion and air pollution.
We are also pushing ahead on other big construction projects
around the West of England - with lots of work currently
under way. For example, in Bath, we have invested more than
£32m, along with the Local Enterprise Partnership through
the Local Growth Fund, to support the development of Bath
Quays. This will see 200,000 square feet of offices in the new
Bath Quays Enterprise Zone.
I’m also working to ensure that our existing towns are great
places to live and are well looked-after. I was very proud to

launch our £10m Love our High Streets project which will
help to revitalise our communities and I’m looking forward
to seeing innovative plans to revive high streets in
Kingswood, Bath, Midsomer Norton, Twerton and
Bedminster. We have also invested £1.5m into improving
Keynsham town centre. I recognise the importance of our
towns and villages as a well as cities, so that everybody will
benefit from our region’s success.
As well as improving where we live, I want to improve
everyone’s opportunity to thrive, whether it’s inspiring young
people to have better careers, improving skills to get on at
work, supporting small and medium-sized business to grow
and encouraging new businesses to invest in the region.
We must ensure people have the right skills and experience
to realise their potential. Our Careers Hub works with
schools, colleges and local businesses to improve careers
guidance and opportunities for young people so that students
are better equipped for the world of work and meet the needs
of our region’s employers. I am currently working to secure
additional funding to expand the Careers Hub to every school
in the region and I hope to announce this very soon.
We’ve also launched another initiative called Future Bright
which is helping local people who are in work and on
benefits to improve their career prospects and pay. It’s been
fantastic to meet people who’ve gained the promotion they
wanted, set up their own business or changed to a career they
find more worthwhile. We can only improve skills, secure
new investment and get where we need to be with the help
of new technology and I’m incredibly proud that we are at
the forefront of 5G with our Smart Tourism project. This new
technology is a game changer and will help improve the way

Sudoku
1-Easy

Tim Bowles

we live our lives, move around the region and so much more.
I know there’s more to do and I will continue to work hard
to deliver on the ground and champion the West of England
at every opportunity.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 12th May

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Help defeat meningitis by
signing up for Tough
Mudder event
Dear Editor
Meningitis Research Foundation (MRF)
would like to invite your readers to take up a
charity place in Tough Mudder in 2019.
MRF has charity places available for Tough
Mudder events around the country including
the South West Tough Mudder which takes
place at Badminton Estate, South
Gloucestershire, on Saturday 17th and
Sunday 18th August. Test your physical and
mental strength and stamina against Tough
Mudder’s famous obstacles. Join as a team
or on your own. Tough Mudder is known for
its community spirit of camaraderie and by
taking part with MRF you’ll have all the
support you need on the day.
Meningitis and septicaemia are deadly
diseases that strike without warning. In the
UK, one in 10 people affected will die and a
third of survivors will be left with aftereffects, some as serious as brain damage,
amputations, blindness or hearing loss.
With each obstacle you overcome and every
pound you raise, you’ll be helping MRF to
continue its research, awareness and support
programmes.
Anyone looking for a new challenge is
welcome to apply for a charity place with
MRF, regardless of whether they’ve been
affected by the disease personally or not.
For more information or to sign up, visit:
www.meningitis.org/tough-mudder or email
me, Erin, at erintd@meningitis.org
Erin Taylor-Dods
Meningitis Research Foundation
Bristol

New chapter for Oldland
Pre-School
Dear Becky
Oldland Pre-School in School Road, Oldland
Common, has been running for over 50

10

years. Starting as a small playgroup run by
mothers of young children, it has grown
steadily over the years to meet the needs of
our families. It now offers care and education
from qualified staff for morning, afternoon
and full day places for up to 40 children per
day, Monday to Friday.
Continuing to meet the needs of families
from June 2019, we will be opening for
longer hours. Oldland Pre-School will still
run groups between 8.30am to 3.30pm but
also offer an 8am start and a 5pm finish. Also
from June, we will have limited spaces for
children who are two years old.
We are sure that this new venture will prove
to be a positive step in being able to meet the
needs of our existing and future families and
look forward to the next chapter in our
journey.
Pam Adams
Oldland Pre-School

Keeping Longwell Green
clean and tidy
Dear Editor
Re the article in Issue 574, ‘WI members go
litter picking’, a big thank you to Longwell
Green WI for their litter picking in the
Longwell Green area in aid of the Great
British Spring Clean.
My friend and I have been litter picking on
an almost weekly basis for seven years in the
Longwell Green area. I would like to think
that this was one of the reasons that the WI
found the Longwell Green area so much
tidier than they had expected.
I would like to thank all those other people
that also help to keep our community clean
and tidy.
Longwell Green Womblers

Why flats scheme should
be rejected
Dear Stephen
Further to my letter in Issue 573 re the

planning application to build 30 flats on the
site of the former Keynsham Police Station,
I have now looked at B&NES planning
website and see that there have been
numerous objections.
Firstly, Keynsham Town Council has
wholeheartedly objected to the application as
they consider it contrary to FOUR sections
of B&NES’ own Placemaking Plan 2017.
These include the number of parking spaces,
loss of privacy and light to existing residents,
as well as the scale, height and overbearing
design of the proposed development.
This alone is compelling but additionally
there is also a total of 30 strong objections
from local residents, including one on behalf
of 38 immediate neighbours, all making very
valid points.
The arboricultural report considers that the
“proposed layout does not adequately take
into account existing trees on or adjacent to
the site. The scale of the proposal provides
no opportunity to enhance the green
infrastructure in the locality. The layout does
not provide sufficient space between existing
trees, proposed buildings and future
occupants to prevent conflicts.”
Reports from Transition Bath and Ecology
also express other concerns so I am very
much hoping that the B&NES planners will
carefully consider the considerable amount
of reasoned opposition to this application
and completely reject it.
Hazel Powe
Keynsham

Will new council enforce
one-way survey results?
Dear Stephen
So the Liberal Democrats have ousted the
Conservatives in Bath and North East
Somerset and it is a shame all the Keynsham
Tories did not go as they championed our
flawed traffic system.
However, I would like to know if the Lib

Dems are going to enforce the changes the
one-way survey results demanded; for the
record, that includes letting all traffic cross
from High Street to Temple Street (via a
roundabout maybe), sorting out the obstacle
course of crossings and mini-roundabouts at
the top of Bath Hill to Rock Road and
Ashton Way and altering the bus stop on
High Street?
Mr Warren, who flatly refused to carry out
the wishes of the people and stated letting
traffic across into Temple Street would
“increase congestion and worsen air
pollution” with no proof whatsoever has of
course lost his seat. Maybe he should have
asked residents of Back Lane, Bath Hill and
Wellsway how they felt about that. The
roundabout we used to have at High
Street/Bath Hill worked perfectly well, or a
junction at the top of Bath Hill would suffice.
Perhaps one of our newly elected
representatives would like to clarify if they
intend to make the improvements for better
traffic flow which would of course ease
congestion and reduce air pollution. I look
forward to a response and they are welcome
to come and discuss matters with myself and
others in the community.
C Oliver

Step out for diabetes this
summer
Dear Editor
Diabetes UK is looking for people from the
Bristol area to push themselves out of their
comfort zone with the One Million Step
Challenge.
The challenge is to take one million steps
over three months between 1st July and 30th
September and get sponsored for every
stride.
The One Million Step Challenge is perfect if
you want to take steps towards a healthier
you. You can take on the challenge alone or,
better still, get your family, friends and
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LETTERS
colleagues involved. You can walk it, jog it
or dance it – it’s up to you. The money you
raise while you do it will fund our fight for a
world where diabetes can do no harm.
Diabetes is a condition where there is too
much glucose in the blood because the body
cannot use it properly. Each week thousands
of people suffer heart attacks, kidney failure
and amputations because of their diabetes.
But when people manage their diabetes well,
they can avoid these life-threatening
complications and stay healthy.
Diabetes UK provides information, care and
support for everyone with diabetes – and for
their family and friends. Our campaigns
improve life for people with diabetes, while
our research develops new treatments and
technologies and will, one day, find a cure.
To register for the One Million Step
Challenge,
please
visit
www.diabetes.org.uk/step. It’s free to sign up
and there is no minimum sponsorship target.
We just ask that you raise as much as you can
to support people living with diabetes.
Phaedra Perry
South West Regional Head
Diabetes UK

have flyovers for through traffic?
I note the through route proposed at the
Wraxall Road junction appears to have at
least 10 sets of traffic lights. They cannot be
serious, can they?
D Body
Kingswood

Flyovers would be better
than traffic lights

We’re honoured to serve as
councillors

Dear Editor
The Avon Ring Road was built at huge
expense to ease traffic flow around Bristol.
But then roundabouts were built every half
mile or so to allow traffic on and off and
across the road.
Following some complaints of the difficulty
of these manoeuvres during a few hours of
the day, traffic lights were installed. These
slowed the through traffic, added
considerably to pollution with the constant
stopping and starting and make for a very
frustrating journey outside of the morning
and early evening rush hours.
The only logical solution would surely be to

Dear Stephen
May we use your columns to thank all the
voters of Keynsham East ward and Saltford
ward who supported us at the recent local
elections for Bath and North East Somerset
Council.
We wish to thank all involved for a civilised,
decent campaign. Now elected, we are
honoured and delighted to have the
opportunity to serve as ward councillors to
represent everyone in our respective wards.
Hal MacFie, Andy Wait – Keynsham
East ward
Duncan Hounsell, Alastair Singleton –
Saltford ward
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Thanks to Keynsham
South for re-electing us
Dear Editor
May I through your Letters column give my
thanks to the people of Keynsham South for
the kind support of both Lisa O'Brien and me
in re-electing us to serve you for the next
four years.
It is a challenge that in the circumstances we
look forward to. We do not come with
hollow unachievable promises but the one
promise Lisa and I do bring is the one that
we have absolute control over, is that we will
do our very best to resolve your issues, we
will not always succeed but we will try.
Thank you again from the both of us.
Alan Hale
Keynsham South

Uniting our communities
Dear Editor
We would like to thank the residents of New
Cheltenham who voted last Thursday and
elected us to represent the ward on South
Gloucestershire Council.
We knocked on close to 3,000 doors during
the campaign, and in the vast majority of
cases, the reception we received was
civilised and constructive.
Three things became very clear in those
conversations. Firstly, many people have
lost faith in our political institutions and
politicians regardless of whether they are
MPs in Westminster or local councillors
trying to deal with everyday issues ‘on the
ground’.
Secondly, changing ward boundaries and
polling stations only increases the disconnect
between voters and their representatives. In
our new ward of New Cheltenham, there is
little to unite the different parts of the ward,
which is really a grouping of four separate
communities. Thirdly, in former Rodway
councillor Michael Bell and former Siston
councillor Ian Adams we have a very hard
act to follow. They both appear to have been
well regarded by their residents, and to have
worked hard for the areas they represented.
We wish them both well in the challenges
they have to face in the future, and if they
have any advice for us, it will be gratefully
received.
Sandie Davis & Kim Scudamore

best efforts to support their respective
communities which voters have asked us to
do. I would especially like to thank all those
who voted for myself and ensure you all that
I will in return be supportive of you
wheresoever and when so ever called upon
to do so.
Roger W Blake
Oldland Parish Council

Counting the cost of Lib
Dems’ victory
Dear Stephen
I am concerned at the result of the B&NES
election, with the council now being taken
over by the Bath Centric Lib Dems.
We already have an unfair system, where all
the towns and parishes pay extra council tax
for local services, but in Bath, where they do
not have a city council, the whole of B&NES
pays for their services.
Already we have seen efforts by B&NES
Council to transfer services from them to the
towns and parishes. With a party in power,
which is mostly supported by Bath residents,
this can only increase at our expense.
Perhaps our new parish council in Saltford
should consider dissolving itself and jump on
the Bath bandwagon by forming a residents’
association which served us so well in the
past, at little cost?
Reg Williams
Saltford resident

Thank you for voting
Dear Editor
I thank everyone who on Thursday 2nd May
voted at the local elections. In difficult times,
democracy still remains the better option for
us all.
I'm sure all those who stood at these
elections will join me in thanking you all,
winners or losers.
I'm sure all those elected will give their very

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think, send us
your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Company with care homes in
Kingswood, Warmley and
Whitchurch goes into administration
The company that runs several care homes in South Glos,
B&NES and Bristol has gone into administration.
With more than 250 care and nursing homes, Four Seasons
Health Care is one of the country’s largest providers. Among
them are Whitchurch Care Home in Whitchurch Village. In
February we reported that it had been rated as Inadequate by
the Care Quality Commission with inspectors finding
“widespread and systemic failings”.
Warmley Care Home in Tower Road and Kingswood Court
Care Home in Soundwell are also run by Four Seasons.
Others include Osborne Court Care Home in Bedminster,

Bishopsmead Lodge Care Home in Bishopsworth and two in
Yate – Stanshawes Care Home and Oak Tree Care Home.
Two of the holding companies behind the firm last week
appointed administrators from Alvarez & Marsal to help find
a buyer.
Ian Smith, who stepped down as chairman of Four Seasons
in 2016, warned then that the care provider was struggling
financially due to less state funding for social care which was
impacting on the amount paid by local authorities for a
resident’s care.
A large proportion of its residents are state funded, meaning
Kingswood Court

the care homes receive less money than if they were selffunding.
There are more than 13,000 people in Four Seasons homes
being cared for by some 20,000 workers.
Dr Claire Royston, group medical director of Four Seasons
Health Care, said in a videoed press release last Tuesday that
news about a sale process and administration “doesn’t change
anything for our residents, their families or are colleagues.”
She said anyone with questions, worries concerns can talk to
their home manager, adding: “Our priority remains to deliver
consistently good care.”
GMB, the union for care workers, GMB, the union for care
workers, called on the Government to urgently step in to
reassure Four Seasons’ workers and residents: “The possible
collapse of Four Seasons shows our care system is in crisis,
it is crumbling beneath us because the funding isn’t there.”

Whitchurch Care Home

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Greek hero (8)

2. Selected (6)

8. Oil-carrying
vessel (6)

3. Buries (6)

9. Knock against (4)

5. Accent (6)

10. Neither (3)

6. Communicate (6)

11. Foreign (6)
12. Courageous (8)

7. North American
country (6)

15. Fresh (6)

12. Ado (4)

16. Emblem (6)

13. Atmosphere (4)

20. Thinly scattered (6)

14. In smaller quantity (4)

24. Braids (6)

17. Ivy League
university (4)

27. Extremely
serious (8)

4. Touched down (6)

18. Dash (4)

28. Seller (6)

19. Deprivation (4)

29. Old unit of
length (3)

21. Deliver a sermon (6)

30. Gemstone (4)

22. Steering
mechanism (6)

31. Entrance (6)

23. Departure (6)

32. Wizard (8)

24. Column (6)
25. Reluctant (6)
26. Fall (6)
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Police investigate
criminal damage at salon
Police have issued a
description of a man on
a bike who smashed the
window of a hair salon
in Hanham.
Police received a call
just after 7.10pm on
Monday 29th April
from a witness who
reported seeing a man
smash the window of Sassy in the High Street.
Officers attended and carried out a search of the area with
no trace of the suspect. House-to-house inquiries and
information from the witness described the offender as a
white man in his late teens or early 20s, about 6ft and
slim with ginger stubble.
He wore a red and silver padded jacket and grey joggers
and rode away on a black mountain bike.
Salon owner Kate Bell has thanked the police for their
quick response
Anyone with information which could help the police
investigation is asked to get in touch through
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact, or by calling
101, quoting the crime reference number 521909356.
Alternatively ring the independent charity Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111. They never ask your name or trace your
call.
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Car club scheme for
Lyde Green gets
funding for four years
Lyde Green has had its car club scheme for residents
confirmed for four years after more than £67,000 in
developer funding was confirmed.
Currently, around 1,500 homes in Lyde Green are occupied,
with a further 1,000 to follow once the development is
completed. As more members join, South Gloucestershire
Council plans to purchase more vehicles through developer
funding and establish permanent parking spaces in the Lyde
Green Park & Ride.
At present, residents of Lyde Green get free Enterprise Car
Club membership for four years – worth £240 – and also
receive £50 in driving credit when they first join. This can
be used nationwide, with 1,100 vehicles already running in
130 cities, towns and communities across the UK.
Carl Henderson, Enterprise’s South West England general
manager, said: “We have been operating in this area for more
than 20 years and are delighted to now be launching
Enterprise Car Club at Lyde Green.
“Even just one vehicle can make an enormous difference to
out of town developments and allow people to stay mobile
when they don’t have access to a vehicle. We believe that the

programme will prove particularly useful for those trips
where other forms of public transport are not an option,
offering residents greater choice and value when they travel.”
Local councillors have welcomed the scheme, saying it
demonstrates the council’s commitment, not just to better and
more convenient transport, but to integrating newer
communities such as Lyde Green.
Leaflets are being distributed by Enterprise to residents with
further information events showcasing how the scheme
works and for residents to test out the car.
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Local hedgehogs need our help
With this being Hedgehog Awareness Week, Dr Lindsay Bishop shares
how we can help keep our favourite garden visitors safe
Last night at dusk I looked out of the
bedroom window to see a hedgehog
scurrying across the road.
Luckily, I live in a quiet cul-de-sac because
the sight of a squashed hedgehog on the road
is much too common. Or is it? Once a
regular visitor to our gardens at night, most
people will have never seen a live hedgehog,
but I am pleased to say Keynsham and the
surrounding area appear to have a surviving
population. I am one of the lucky ones who
at dusk can hear the snuffling of the hogs as
they arrive for their nightly feast. Having
survived since the time of the saber tooth
tiger, it is estimated that the numbers of
European hedgehogs have more than halved
since the 1950s. But with a little help from
us, one of Britain’s favourite garden visitors
can continue to be a part of our heritage.
There are some simple ways we can help. In
the evening consider leaving out a bowl of
water, cat biscuits or hedgehog food (no
bread, milk or mealworms). If you have a

greedy cat put the food in a box with a 13cm
x 13cm hole.
Check before you strim, mow or stick your
fork into your compost heap, there may be a
sleeping hog! Avoid using slug pellets and
ensure there is a 13cm x 13cm gap in your
boundary fence as they need to travel one to
two miles a night to find food.
Leave a pile of leaves in your garden or even
a wild corner - what better excuse not to have
an immaculate lawn! Make or buy a
hedgehog home and make sure pea netting is
a foot above the ground so they can pass
under. Add a rock or sloping side to your
pond - they are good swimmers, but many
drown because they can’t climb out!
If you see a hedgehog out in daylight it is
likely to be sick or injured so contact your
local vet or the British Hedgehog
Preservation Society. For your local
hedgehog carers and more information visit
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/hedgehogawareness-week-2019

Parish art competition
A competition is being held by
Oldland Parish Council to celebrate
the artistic talents of people in the
community
Categories are painting, drawing, craft
activities and photography. There are four
age groups - under nines, nine to 13, 14 to
17, and 18 and above.
The competition is open to everyone in the
parish of Oldland and all entries should be
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submitted to the clerk by 1st June.
Winners will be notified by post following
the judging at the council meeting on 18th
June 2019 at Longwell Green Community
Centre. Prizes will be awarded at the
Parish Evening on 8th October at Cadbury
Heath Hall.
To find out more visit the website at
oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk or contact the
clerk Victoria Hicks on 0117 9615021.
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Find out more about historical grotto
A major historical feature in the care of
Kingwood Heritage Museum opened its
gates to the public over the bank holiday
and will be open again over the Spring
Bank Holiday (26th and 27th May)
When William Champion's zinc making
business in Warmley became successful in
the 18th century, he built himself an elegant
and imposing new house at the heart of his
works. The surrounding gardens he added
were particularly impressive, laid out in the
then popular Dutch style. An essential
feature of any large garden of that era was a
grotto, and Champion's is thought to be the
most extensive man-made grotto in the West
Country.
Another focal point was the large lake which
was not only ornamental but also provided

the water supply for the works. In the centre
of the lake was an eight-metre high statue of
the Roman god Neptune with his trident.
This is still there and is believed to be the
largest garden statue now standing in the
country.
The Friends of the Museum are also
conducting a guided walk this Sunday (12th
May) starting at 2pm.
To complete the month of grotto-related
activity, the next talk in the museum's 2019
season takes place next Monday (13th May)
at 7.30pm, when the speakers will be
Margaret and Gerald Hull. Their talk is
entitled An Historical Survey of the English
Grotto in Landscape Gardens.
Margaret and Gerald are acknowledged
experts in this field and have recently

published their book covering the work of
the 18th century grotto master builders,
Joseph and Josiah Lane, of Tisbury,
Wiltshire.
For more information on any of these events
contact the museum on 0117 9605664, or via

email at kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com
The museum is located in the former
Champion Brass Works, at Tower Lane,
Warmley, just off the Avon Ring Road
(Cadbury Heath exit). Buses 19, 19A, 42 and
43 stop nearby.

Illegal parking concerns
There have been complaints from
concerned parents and residents about
illegally parked cars near Mangotsfield C
of E Primary School.
If you witness illegal parking, then you are
asked to send photos directly to

parklegally@southglos.gov.uk
Meanwhile police have been carrying
out spot checks around Blackhorse
Primary School in Emersons Green
after complaints about poor parking
there.

Saltford Motor Services Ltd

491 Bath Road
Saltford
BS31 3HQ

www.saltfordmotors.co.uk

01225 873172

Fuel economy# and CO2* results for the Grandland X Sport Nav 1.2 130PS Turbo Start/Stop. Combined mpg
(l/100km) 39.8 (7.1) - 43.5 (6.5). CO2 emissions: 120g/km.
Saltford Motor Services, Limited trading as Saltford Motor Services Ltd are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders.
Commission may be received.
Model shown is Grandland X Sport Nav 1.2 130PS Turbo Start/Stop with Silver Effect Roof Rails and Dark Tinted Rear Windows. Offer subject to availability, on selected models
at participating Retailers only. ^Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, CF15 7YT. 24-60 month terms
available. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 vehicles. Offer available on orders or registrations from 5 April 2019 to 4 July 2019.
#Fuel consumption figures are determined according to the WLTP test cycle. *CO2 emissions figures are determined according to the WLTP test cycle however, a Government
formula is then applied to translate these figures back to what they would have been under the outgoing NEDC test cycle, which WLTP replaces. The correct tax treatment is
then applied. Figures are intended for comparability purposes only. The fuel consumption you achieve under real life driving conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a
number of factors, including the accessories fitted after registration, variations in driving styles, weather conditions and vehicle load. Only compare fuel consumption and CO2
with other vehicles tested using the same technical procedures. For more information contact your local Vauxhall Retailer. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to change,
amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of print.
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Chance to vote for your favourite
civil engineering project
The £11m project to refurbish and improve the Bromley
Heath Viaduct is one of 14 entries shortlisted for a major
award.
Members of the public can vote for their favourite project for
the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) South West Civil
Engineering Awards 2019.
ICE judges have selected their shortlist which includes
engineering and construction projects large and small. Each
has made its mark on the South West.
Bromley Heath Viaduct is part of the region’s strategic
network, carrying daily more than 55,000 vehicles and 500
cyclists.
South Gloucestershire Council had warned that if the ageing
southern stretch was not strengthened, it would have to be
closed to all traffic.
A contraflow was in place on the north side during the work
which took nine months. Major businesses introduced new
working practices to smooth out travel peaks during the
construction work and the team was able to reduce the 52week planned traffic management duration by 13 weeks,
saving an estimated £13m to the local economy.
The viaduct reopened last year and now includes an
improved path for walking and cycling.
Also shortlisted for the award is the Great Western
Electrification project, the biggest investment in the Great
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Western Railway since Brunel built it more than 150 years
ago.
Other nominees for the People’s Choice Award include the
Filton Bank Four Track project which doubles the number of
rail lines between Bristol Temple Meads and Filton Abbey
Wood station, enabling an increase in trains. Also shortlisted
is the Stoke Gifford Train Maintenance Facility to cater for
the new bi-mode fleet of trains on the Great Western
Mainline.

In Bristol the new Being Brunel museum built in the existing
SS Great Britain dock yard is also nominated, as is the
redevelopment project that transformed Bristol Old Vic into
a national arts and heritage space.
For the full list and more information on how to vote visit
https://www.ice.org.uk/
Voting closes 9th June. The winner will be announced at a
ceremony at Bristol Harbour Hotel on 27th June.

Hanham Common Fayre

Bromley Heath Viaduct

This year’s Hanham Common Fayre will be held on
Saturday 18th May from midday until 4pm.
The fayre is organised by Hanham Abbots Parish
Council. Attractions include a fun dog show, Matti
Hemmings BMX ramp rider display, 3D dance group,
children’s rides, stalls and refreshments including a
barbecue and hog roast.
Entries for the dog show will be taken from 12.30pm
and judging starts at 1pm. Entry is £1 per dog per class.
There are several classes Including cutest puppy, best
rescue and best veteran over seven.
Entrance to the fair is free. Car parking is 50p with all
proceeds to the air cadets.
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Teenagers
quizzed
Keynsham Foodbank
following fire at
needs supplies
Mangotsfield playground
If you're thinking of dropping off
some food for Keynsham Foodbank
at the collection points at the town’s
Tesco and Waitrose stores, items that
are needed include instant potato,
tinned meat, dried milk, fruit juice/
squash, rice, sugar, coffee, savoury
biscuits/snack bars and sweet/chocolate
treats.
There are three distribution points -

Victoria Methodist Church’s Key Centre
in Charlton Road on Monday from
10.30am to noon; St Francis Church in
Warwick Road, Keynsham, from 10am to
noon on Thursday; and Saltford Church
Hall in Queen Square on Fridays from
10.30am to noon.
Find out more about the foodbank and
how you can help or get help at
https://keynsham.foodbank.org.uk/

Christian Aid Week in Keynsham
This year Christian Aid nationwide are
asking ‘Will you help give more mums a
chance to live.’
They are particularly concentrating on
Sierra Leone. The first event being
organised by the group Churches Together
in Keynsham will be The Big Breakfast at
the Baptist Church in Keynsham this
Saturday (11th May) from 9.30am to
noon. There will also be a tombola and
plant sale outside and a cake stall inside.

The Christian Aid Sunday Service this
year will be at Victoria Methodist Church
in the High Street on Sunday (12th May)
at 6.30pm. Meanwhile a quiz night at St
Dunstan’s Church has raised £213.60.
Look out for the Christian Aid door-todoor collection. Alternatively you can
donate online at caweek.org
Contact Shirley Sheppard on 0117
9863723 if you can help in any way or for
further information.

Police investigating a fire which damaged
a children’s play area in Mangotsfield last
week have spoken with two 14-year-old
boys and a 13-year-old girl who were due
to be interviewed voluntarily this week.
They were also due to speak to a fourth
teenager about the fire at the Springfield Park
play area on Tuesday evening. Fire crews
attended and dealt with the blaze. Play
equipment was damaged along with the
safety surface.
Police say the fire follows a similar incident
on Easter Saturday when a fire was put out
by local residents before fire crews arrived.
The area has been taped and fenced off and
a health and safety notice erected, warning it
is out of use and unsafe. It is not known
when it will reopen.
Local councillor Michael Bell called it an
“absolutely mindless act, taking away a
facility for small children and their parents
to enjoy themselves”.
Officers carried out house-to-house inquiries
in the area last week but continue to appeal
for information as their investigation
continues. Anyone who can help can get in
touch through www.avonandsomerset.

police.uk/contact, or by calling 101, quoting
reference 5219094545.
Alternatively ring the independent charity
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. They never
ask your name or trace our call.
Meanwhile local people have been calling
for CCTV to be installed to help prevent
attacks in the future. Neighbourhood police
have asked parents and carers to speak to
their teenage children about the impact of
such vandalism. Officers say children should
be made aware of their responsibility to their
community and to treat facilities with
respect. Police say that for children’s safety
parents and carers should know where their
children are, who they are with and what
they are doing.

Volunteer litter pickers
wanted for new group
in Cadbury Heath

Situations
Vacant

In a recent community survey undertaken in Cadbury
Heath by Juice Community Project, residents raised the
increasing problem of litter and rubbish in the area
especially on the green spaces such as Coronation Park
and the open common area where the golf course used
to be.
If you could spare an hour every few weeks to help the
volunteer litter pickers in these areas or would like to
find out more then you are invited to a launch and
information get-together at 10.30am on Thursday 16th
May at the Juice offices in Newton Road, Cadbury
Heath.
For more information contact Juice on 01454 302302 or
email jacqui@juicecic.com
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Royal Albert Hall debut for
learning-disabled musicians
Bringing Hope to
the community
Churches in Longwell Green are linking up again for a
special community day this Saturday (11th May) under
the banner of Hope.
From 9.45am people will be gathering at the United
Church Longwell Green (UCLG) to go litter picking.
Church members will also be painting a fence at
Longwell Green Primary School.
At 11am children from Footprints Pre-school, which
meets at the Mustard Tree Church in Watsons Road, will
be going to Collingwood care home to sing songs and
give out plants they have grown from seed to the
residents.
Then from noon to 2pm there will be a community fair
at UCLG. Open to everyone there will be a barbecue,
talent show, wild bird display and other attractions
including fairground games and face painting.
On Sunday there will be a joint church service at UCLG.
It starts with breakfast at 10am and is open to everybody.
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Members from Keynsham & District Mencap Society’s
‘Music Man Project’ group joined other regional
groups to perform together at the Royal Albert Hall last
month.
More than 200 musicians with a learning disability from
across the UK took part, accompanied by the Lorraine Kelly
Orchestra and community choirs from Southend, with the
help of special guests including Downton Abbey actor Peter
Egan and singing duo Classical Reflection.
This was a huge opportunity for local people with a learning
disability to access and perform in an iconic concert hall in
the biggest celebration of accessible music making there has
ever been.
The musicians performed original songs written by The
Music Man Project UK founder David Stanley, ending with
some Last Night of the Proms that saw the audience of more
than 3,000 people on their feet joining in and waving their
Union Jack flags.
Look out for the Keynsham musicians’ next performance as
they join Grenville Jones and his Good Afternoon Choir at
7pm this Saturday (11th May) at St John’s Church in
Keynsham.
The Music Man Project Keynsham takes place on Saturdays
from 10.30am to 12.30pm at the Queens Road Methodist

Centre, Keynsham.
Find out more at www.keynshammencap.org.uk/music-manproject-keynsham

A Night at the Proms
The wind band Westerly Winds and guests present A
Night at the Proms on Saturday (11th May) at 7.30pm at
St Mary’s Church, Bitton.
Tickets are £5.50 (under 16s free). For more information
and tickets visit www.facebook.com/westerlywinds
staplehill/ or www.westerlywindsstaplehill.com
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Landslide win for Lib Dems as
they take back control of B&NES
There
were
some
high-profile
Conservative casualties in the local
elections in B&NES last Thursday which
saw the Liberal Democrats take back
control of the council.
The council make-up is now 36 Lib Dems,
11 Tories, six Independents, four Labour
members, plus one representing the Labour
& Co-operative Party, and one Liberal
Democrat Focus Team member.
Council leader Tim Warren, who represented
Mendip ward, where North East Somerset

Tim Warren

MP Jacob Rees-Mogg lives, was ousted from
his seat by Liberal Democrat Focus Team
candidate David Wood.
After the count Mr Warren, who has been
leader for the last four years, said: “We
expected it to be bad but not this bad…The
electorate has spoken tonight. They have
been very angry. Whether they have spoken
to us or central government is another
matter.”
He said he felt sorry for members of his
Cabinet who had worked very hard over the
years. “They have run the council well and I
think they had lost their seats through no
fault of their own.
“We have been told on the streets that they
couldn’t trust the Conservatives any more,
wouldn’t vote for Conservatives because of
Brexit basically.”
Bob Goodman (Combe Down), who had
been Cabinet Member for Development &
Neighbourhoods, and Mark Shelford
(Lyncombe ward) Cabinet Member for
Sustainablity, Resilience, Highways &
Transport, were among those who also lost
their seats.
In Keynsham East, Tory candidates Mathew
Blankley and Jayne Smith had been hoping

to replace Conservative councillors Brian
Organ and Marie Longstaff, who were not
standing again, but they were beaten by Lib
Dems Hal McFie and Andy Wait. The
Conservatives held the seats in Keynsham
North and Keynsham South.
The newly formed Bath & North East
Somerset Independent Group (BIG), who
had been fielding candidates in several
wards, including Keynsham South and East,
failed to win any seats. They congratulated
the Lib Dems on their landslide win: “On the
day we understand people chose to send a
national message but look forward to a new
@bathnes era - and look forward to
engaging! Heartfelt thanks to everyone for
the warm welcome and all the votes in our
first BIG outing.”
A boundary review since the last local
elections in 2015 meant residents were
voting for a reduced number of councillors
in fewer wards. Among the changes were a
significantly larger Saltford ward, which
now encompasses Corston, Newton St Loe
and Compton Dando. Kelston and North
Stoke are now part of the expanded
Newbridge ward while Chelwood and
Marksbury form part of the new Clutton &

Farmborough ward.
After the count the Lib Dems said: ”We are
so incredibly proud of the campaign we have
run and the opportunity we have here to
demand better for everyone - change is
coming.”
Elected B&NES councillors in our area
Clutton & Farmborough
Sally Davis (Con)
Keynsham East
Hal McFie (Lib Dem)
Andy Wait (Lib Dem)
Keynsham North
Victor Clarke (Con)
Brian Simmons (Con)
Keynsham South
Alan Hale (Con)
Lisa O’Brien (Con)
Newbridge
Michelle O’ Doherty (Lib Dem)
Mark Roper (Lib Dem)
Publow with Whitchurch
Paul May (Con)
Saltford
Duncan Hounsell (Lib Dem)
Alistair Singleton (Lib Dem)
For parish and town council results visit
www.bathnes.gov.uk/

Tories see their majority
reduced in South Glos
The Conservatives held their majority at
the
local
elections
in
South
Gloucestershire, although it was dented
by the loss to the Lib Dems of two of their
frontbenchers.
The Tories won in 2015 with 40 of the 70
seats but following a boundary shake-up
there were just 61 seats being contended. The
Conservatives won 33, the Lib Dems 17 and
Labour 11.
Rob Creer, former Cabinet Member for
Corporate Resources, who represented
Chipping Sodbury, lost his seat by just 12
votes. Marian Gilpin (Frampton Cotterell)
who had chaired the Health Scrutiny
Committee, was also defeated.
Leader Toby Savage said: “This election has
been hard-fought, with a lot of focus being
drawn towards national issues, so I am
pleased by the outcome and that the public
continue to put their confidence in us and
how we have run the council over the past
20

four years.
“I want to thank every resident who cast their
vote, regardless of who they voted for, and I
want to show my appreciation to our
fantastic Conservative candidates for their
hard work on this campaign – many of
whom have prevailed in their very first
election.
“Our focus now is to look to the next four
years and continue our work in unlocking
South Gloucestershire’s potential.”
The Lib Dems meanwhile declared that they
are back in the lead across Thornbury &
Yate, putting their Prospective Parliamentary
Candidate Claire Young, who is a councillor
in Westerleigh, on track to beat Conservative
MP Luke Hall at the next General Election.
Parish council elections were held at the
same time – for full results visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/
Elected councillors in our area
Bitton & Oldland Common

Paul Hughes (Con)
Erica Williams (Con)
Boyd Valley
Steve Reade (Con)
Ben Stokes (Con)
Emersons Green
Judy Adams (Con)
Colin Hunt (Con)
Rachael Hunt (Con)
Frenchay & Downend
Benjamin Burton (Con)
James Griffiths (Con)
Jon Hunt (Con)
Hanham
June Bamford (Con)
Brenda Langley (Con)
Jason Pearce (Con)
Kingswood
April Begley (Labour)
Andrea Reid (Labour)
Longwell Green
Christine Price (Con)

Toby Savage (Con)
New Cheltenham
Sandie Davis (Labour)
Kim Scudamore (Labour)
Parkwall & Warmley
Elizabeth Bromiley (Con)
Sam Bromiley (Con)
Staple Hill & Mangotsfield
Michael Bell (Labour)
Ian Boulton (Labour)
Katie Cooper (Labour)
Woodstock
Alison Evans (Labour)
Pat Rooney (Labour)
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Special offer to
encourage more
residents to
compost

Try archery for free
Try archery for free with Bitton Archers on Saturday
18th May from 10am to 4pm in the paddock at Bitton
AFC, Bath Road, Bitton.
The open day is part of Archery GB’s Big Weekend.
Anyone aged over four is welcome to come and have a
go. All equipment will be provided and no experience is
necessary. Drinks and cake will be available.
Find out more at www.bittonarchers.co.uk

Bath & North East Somerset Council is encouraging residents
to compost food and garden waste by offering discounted
compost converter bins.
Residents can buy discounted compost converter bins and
can buy a second compost converter bin at half price.
Home composting is an easy and effective way of recycling
some of the daily household waste we produce, while
providing significant benefits for our gardens, reducing waste
sent to landfill and improving our carbon footprint.
Compost converters are easy to use and help to speed up the
decomposition of organic matter to produce top quality
compost to use in the garden. It’s also a cheaper alternative
to chargeable garden waste collections.
For full details of the special offer or to order a compost
converter bin visit www.getcomposting.com or call 0844 571
4444.

Open day at Bristol
Animal Rescue Centre
Bristol Animal Rescue Centre (ARC) will be opening its
doors this Sunday (12th May) from 10.30am to 3pm to
give a behind-the-scenes look at the vital work that takes
place there every day. There will also be arts and crafts
stalls, refreshments, a raffle, tombola and games.
All the proceeds will go to the centre in Albert Road
which cares for thousands of stray, neglected,
mistreated, unwell and injured animals every year.
Find out more at www.bristolarc.org.uk/

Road, Hengrove Avenue, Petherton Road, Hengrove Lane,
Cadogan Road and Tarnock Avenue; in Whitchurch on
Hazelbury Road and Whitchurch Lane; in Stockwood on
Sturminster Road, Stockwood Lane and Ladman Road;
also at Gordon Avenue in Whitehall.
South Gloucestershire:
In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road and Ellacombe
Road; in Hanham on Abbots Road and Whittucks Road;
on the A431 Bath Road at Swineford; in Oldland Common
on the A4175 Barry Road and High Street, and at Mill
Lane; on the B4465 Westerleigh Road at Pucklechurch;
on the A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction1 of the M32
and at Bromley Heath; at Blackhorse Road in
Mangotsfield; at Henfield Road in Henfield; on Overndale
Road at Downend; on Tower Lane at Warmley.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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A huge crowd of Keynsham Rugby supporters travelled
to Weston-super-Mare on Sunday to see Keynsham RFC
Under 16s clinch the Somerset Cup Final.
Their 23-5 win against Midsomer Norton at Hornets
Rugby Ground saw them take home the cup and marked
the end of an outstanding 10 years of mini and junior
rugby from this group of players.

Family Announcements

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where you can expect to
see police mobile speed cameras this week (starting 6th
May).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Queens Road, Albert Road, Rock Road
and Coronation Avenue; in Saltford on Manor Road and
Norman Road; on the A431 Kelston Road; on the A37
Pensford Hill.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Allison
Road, Wick Road, Hungerford Road and Talbot Road; in
St George on Air Balloon Road, Nags Head Hill, the
Kingsway, A420 Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road,
Blackswarth Road and Hillside Road; in Hengrove on the
A37 Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove Way, Great Hayles

Title win for
Under 16s

Bereavements

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Driveways

Aerials

Foot Health

Builders
Electrical

Locksmiths

Appliances

Garden Services

Guttering
Carpet Cleaning

Architectural
Services

Motor Services

Fencing
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Plumbers

Plumbers

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Tile Services

Painting
& Decorating

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Skip Hire

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

Roofing

4 wk - £17.85
Wifi

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65

Plastering

52 wk - £12.60

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

All prices per week
exc VAT

Venue Hire
An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
Windows & Doors

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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