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Calls for action on ‘neglected’ Stockwood
Stockwood’s shopping centre hasn’t changed in 50
years and needs more than a lick of paint.
That was one of several complaints aired by residents last
weekend at a meeting convened by Bristol East MP Kerry
McCarthy. More than 150 people packed into Christ the

Servant Church for the event which was arranged as a
result of an earlier meeting on the planning of
Stockwood’s future which resolved to invite those best
qualified to answers the residents’ questions.
The panel consisted of West of England Combined

Authority (WECA) Mayor Tim Bowles, Bristol Mayor
Marvin Rees, Cabinet Member for Transport Kye Dudd
and Stockwood ward councillors Steve Jones and Graham
Morris. Tensions rose at times as locals asked a wide range
of questions split between issues affecting life in
Stockwood now and the biggest of all elephants in the
room – the planned south ring road, or ‘wrong road’ as
campaigners have dubbed it.
Continued on page 3
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Calls for action on ‘neglected’ Stockwood
Continued from page 1
In addition to the state of the shopping area, locals also raised
significant issues about the state of the roads, the parks, bus
services and the lack of amenities for young people.
Stockwood Lane is already a rat run in the views of many,
and issues on the state of Sturminster Road had been reported
frequently in the past.
Responding, Marvin Rees acknowledged that Bristol was
still an unequal city and areas such as Stockwood did not yet
feel part of the Bristol success story. Local councillors Steve
Jones and Graham Morris pointed out that community
funding comes primarily from property developer
contributions. A meeting being organised by the Greater
Stockwood forum is planned for Wednesday 3rd April at
Stockwood Free Church (7pm) at which the distribution of
Community Infrastructure Levy payments will be discussed.
And First Bus’s Managing Director James Freeman is due to
attend a meeting tomorrow (Thursday) to discuss bus
services in the area. Greater Stockwood is incidentally
organising a litter pick this weekend for any in the
community who want to be involved. Meet at the shops on
Saturday 30th at 10.30am.
The issue most people wanted to talk about was the Hicks
Gate link road. Here, both mayors were keen to stress that
plans are still at the consultation stage and that no specific
route has been decided. Marvin Rees considered that it could
be another 10 years before this happens. The broader picture,
however, is that house building is inevitable and key to this
is the adoption of the West of England Joint Spatial Plan
(JSP). Mayor Rees told the meeting that if local authorities
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WECA Mayor Tim Bowles addresses a full house

don’t come up with coherent plans, developers will bring
forward speculative housing plans without the necessary
transport infrastructure attached.
While the JSP predicts an additional 105,000 new homes for
the area within the next 20 years, he said developers are
already lobbying government that this figure should be closer
to 140,000. With regard to the south link road, Kye Dudd
added that council staff have been working on the routes
suggested by residents at a previous meeting but some have
already been ruled out.

It was clear from the questions posed that as far as the JSP
and associated transport plan are concerned, Stockwood and
Whitchurch are affected in equal measure. There were
difficulties at this meeting in that Whitchurch falls
partly within Bath & North East Somerset, as well as
Bristol. Kerry McCarthy explained that B&NES Council
leader Tim Warren had been invited to the meeting but had
declined, citing the local elections purdah period (when
restrictions on public announcements are in place) as the
excuse.
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Latest fly-tipping in
the Bitton area
This is the latest case of fly-tipping
in the Bitton area.
A large number of black bags and
other items including an old sofa
were dumped by the litter bin at the
side of the road that leads up to
Bitton Station. It is believed the flytipping took place some time over
the weekend before last.
You can report fly-tipping in South
Gloucestershire to the council’s
StreetCare helpdesk on 01454 868000, by emailing streetcare@southglos.gov.uk or
visiting www.southglos.gov.uk/flytipping
There have been incidents recently at Beach Hill. The council has a zero-tolerance
approach to fly-tipping and investigates all complaints and incidents. Last year the
envirocrime team won a national award in recognition of their achievements.
Unwanted goods and household or garden waste can be disposed of at no cost at the
council’s Sort It centres.
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

Council secures
another fly-tipping
prosecution
A Bristol man has been ordered to pay a
total of £719.50 for committing waste
related offences following a fly-tip that
was discovered in Wick.
Benji Parker, 22, from Lockleaze, was
prosecuted by South Gloucestershire Council
after household waste was discovered last
year on London Road. Council officers
found documentation in the waste relating to
an address in Hengrove and subsequent
inquiries indicated that the waste had been
collected from that address by Parker.
He pleaded guilty at Bristol Crown Court on
13th March to the fly-tip and was fined £80,
along with costs of £609.50 and a victim
surcharge of £30.
Residents and businesses are advised to only
give their rubbish to an Environment Agency
registered waste carrier. Contractors should
ensure that they hold a registered waste
carrier licence and they comply with the
waste transfer note requirements. Legitimate
firms will be happy to provide this

information. The council continues to warn
people not be tempted by cheap waste
clearance offers on sites such as Facebook
and Gumtree unless they have confirmed that
they are registered with the Environment
Agency
Residents who see illegal fly-tipping are
encouraged to report it by emailing
streetcare@southglos.gov.uk or contacting
the Street Care helpdesk on 01454 868000.
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Accusations of cronyism as
councillors take up new roles
Keynsham councillor Charles
Gerrish will not be standing in this
year’s local government elections
scheduled for 2nd May.
Instead, it has been confirmed he will
take up the role of non-executive
chairman of B&NES Council’s
property development company
Aequus Developments. In addition to
representing Keynsham North, Mr
Gerrish is also the Cabinet Member
responsible for setting the council
budget and is also a director of
Aequus.
B&NES set up its own property arm
three years ago in a move designed to
generate revenue for the council and
one of the high profile projects it is
currently bringing forward is the
Riverside View development in
Keynsham. However, last year the
council decided to adopt a new
protocol for the governance of its own
companies and as such councillors
will no longer be appointed to sit on

their boards. In addition to Charles
Gerrish, another B&NES councillor
who currently sits on the Aequus
board, Les Kew, has also been
appointed a non-executive director
with effect from May.
Perhaps not surprisingly, the
appointments
have
brought
accusations of “cronyism” from
opposition Liberal Democrats on
B&NES Council. Their leader Dine
Romero said: “The Conservatives
announced plans last year to remove
councillors from the ADL board and
replace them with ‘independent
members’. Whilst we were prepared
to support the principle of including
independent persons on the ADL
board, we have serious concerns over
partiality concerning the appointment
of
two
sitting
Conservative
councillors to such sensitive
positions.
“There are rumours that both
councillors may be planning to stand
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down at the election, but we are not
aware that an official announcement
has yet been made. The timing of this
decision
surely
leaves
the
Conservative administration open to
accusations of cronyism.
“We have also been asking why this
appointment process had to be carried
out in such a hurry and indeed
whether these roles were actually
properly publicised.”
B&NES issued a press release calling
for expressions of interest for the role
of non-executive chair and director
(salaries of £10,000 and £4,000
respectively) on 18th February with a
closing date of 28th February. By the
time it reached The Week In, our 20th
February issue was already in
production and the following week
was the day before the deadline.
A Single Member Decision published
by B&NES Council this week
confirms that Messrs Gerrish and
Kew will take up their part-time roles

Charles Gerrish (right) with B&NES Council leader Tim
Warren at Riverside View
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Football club’s proposals divide opinion
More than 300 people have made their views known
about AEK-BOCO’s plans for four 18m high floodlights,
two 50-seater stands and high fencing at their Greenbank
Road ground in Hanham.
Opinion is split, with more than 200 emails of support and
more than 100 objections. The deadline for comments has
officially closed and South Gloucestershire Council is
considering whether planning permission should be granted.
Even if it decides to grant consent for the proposals, it will
then have to decide, in its role as the club’s landlord, whether
to allow AEK-BOCO to actually implement anything that is
approved.
Around 500 children play for AEK-BOCO, along with adult
men’s and ladies’ teams. The club have also taken over the
management and maintenance of the sites at Tenniscourt
Road and Fisher Road from the council.
In writing to the council in support of the plans, many
supporters praise the club’s work with children and say for
AEK-BOCO to progress and keep the future generation of
players coming through, the floodlights are a necessity.
The club want to improve the facilities to Toolstation Western
League standards which they aspire to play at. They say
floodlighting would also enable them to play in the Under 18
Somerset Floodlit League while the next step for their
successful ladies team is competing in the South West
Women’s Football League against teams as far afield as
Plymouth and Newquay.
They say the floodlighting would only be on Saturdays and
Wednesdays.
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And one supporter points out that
anyone with reservations should
visit the newly installed floodlights
at Lockleaze which are directly next
to homes but due to the technology
of the latest floodlighting, there is no
light spill.
However, many people living near
the ground have grave concerns
about AEK-BOCO bringing higher
league senior football to Greenbank
Road and have pointed out that the
senior men's team will currently not
be promoted this season as they are
in the bottom half of the Marcliff
County League.
They highlight the poor behaviour
and foul language that people whose homes border the open
space have to put up with on training and match days, which
they say is evident from AEK-BOCO’s low position in the
Respect and Fair Play table.
There are concerns about light pollution and the visual
impact of the masts, and the extra traffic and congestion AEK
BOCO’s increased use of the recreational facility will
generate on Greenbank Road, where 77 extra homes are
currently being built.
Residents in Tyler Close, Greenbank Road, Copley Court,
Colthurst Drive and Kingsfield Lane have hired a planning
consultant who has also sent a letter on their behalf to

formally object to the plans.
Cabinet Member for Communities & Tourism, Cllr Paul
As well as outlining why theHughes,
proposals
are inappropriate, she
with the green boxes
says: “It is also noted that South Gloucestershire Council
stated in their own report of January 2019, in referencing the
application site at Greenbank Road, that ‘of the three sites
leased to AEK-BOCO, an outline assessment by the
Community Spaces Team indicates that the Tennis Court
Road playing field could be a more appropriate site for a
Level 6 football pitch due to its size and location’.”
• Meanwhile there is to be a consultation on the new traffic
calming and waiting restrictions in Greenbank Road,
probably in June.
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Pete gets in shape to
combat diabetes
New figures released by Diabetes UK put the number of
people diagnosed with the condition in the Bristol, South
Gloucestershire and North Somerset area at more than
48,000.
Ninety per cent of these have Type 2 diabetes which is now
estimated to affect one in 10 people over the age of 40. Type
2 is predominantly lifestyle related with excessive weight the
main contributor. But as one Keynsham resident has recently
discovered, Type 2 diabetes can be reversed if the correct
action is taken.
Pete Weymouth, 32, was shocked when he was diagnosed
with Type 2 diabetes last year. The assistant sales manager
gave up takeaways, fizzy drinks and chocolates and instead
adopted a healthier diet. He also started running and going
to the gym.
His weight dropped from 20 stone to 15 stone in five months.
What’s more, Pete’s blood glucose levels are once again in
the healthy range and he is no longer taking diabetes
medication.
Pete said: “I used to eat six takeaways a week before. Now I
don’t have them at all and I run seven or eight miles most
days. Since I decided to tackle my Type 2 diabetes, I have
noticed a massive improvement in my mental and physical
health. Best of all, I am not diabetic anymore.”
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The symptoms of diabetes, which involve going to the toilet
a lot, being really thirsty, feeling more tired than usual and
losing weight without trying, can be easy to miss, especially
in the early stages. The condition can go undetected for many
years, and by the time they’re diagnosed, one in three people
already have complications with their eyes, feet, kidneys or
nerves.
With 12.3 million people at risk of developing Type 2
diabetes, Diabetes UK wants to raise awareness of the risk
factors so that people can take steps to look after their health
and prevent or delay the onset of the condition and its serious
complications.
Phaedra Perry, regional head of Diabetes UK South West,
said: “The signs of Type 2 diabetes are often not obvious.
That’s why spotting them early can be life-changing. Early
diagnosis means that fewer people will experience diabetesrelated complications such as sight loss, amputation, kidney
failure, stroke and heart disease, because they can seek
support earlier to manage their condition effectively.
“We urge people over 40 to get an NHS Health Check and
we advise everyone to find out their risk of developing Type
2 diabetes with the Know your Risk tool.”
To find out more about Type 2 diabetes visit:
www.diabetes.org.uk

Pete Weymouth
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Mayor urged to Help sought
publish regional after assault
in Keynsham
bus strategy
Regional Mayor Tim Bowles has faced
more calls to publish his long-awaited
bus strategy and consider the
implementation of bus franchising.
At its March meeting, B&NES Council
adopted a motion put forward by Labour
councillors for bus services in the region
to fall under the control of the West of
England Combined Authority (WECA)
which would then invite bus companies to
tender for contracts to operate the routes.
Currently, bus services are run as
commercial operations and those which
are not viable become, in theory, the
responsibility of the local authority. As
has been reported regularly in The Week
In, with local councils under increased
financial pressure, subsidies for bus
services have been slashed, leaving rural
communities in particular with little or no
public transport links.
The Bus Services Act 2018 handed
mayoral authorities overall responsibility
for bus services but establishing the
combined authority from scratch two
years ago has so far left WECA without
the resources to do so. The first steps of
the transfer process started late last year
but Tim Bowles has consistently stated
that the regional bus strategy would have
to be agreed before WECA could assume
full control.

Part of the wording of the B&NES
Council resolution includes a call on the
mayor to: “in the light of recent bus
service reductions in rural areas, to apply
the necessary staff resources to
completing the Bus Strategy as a matter
of urgency and to carry out a high-level
scoping study on a bus franchising
scheme which incorporates conditions on
operators including fare levels, frequency,
reliability and vehicle accessibility”.
B&NES Labour Group’s transport
spokesperson John Bull said: “Bus
operators currently compete to offer
routes and this can often lead either to
duplication or to overlap and gaps in
services. The failure of the commercial
operators to meet the needs of residents
results in an increased reliance on private
vehicles with their accompanying
pollution, congestion and road safety
risks. The West of England Mayor has the
power to implement a franchising scheme
which would identify the requirements of
residents and then invite bus operators to
bid to run the routes.
“Franchising has numerous advantages
including taking control of bus routes,
fare levels, frequency and vehicle
accessibility away from the commercial
operators who are only interested in
making a profit.”

Avon and Somerset Police
are asking for help in
identifying the two men
pictured here.
They believe they may be
able to help with an
investigation into an assault
at the Somerdale Pavilion in
Keynsham on Saturday 23rd
February. A man was placed
in a choke hold and punched
during the assault.
If you can help police to
trace these men, or you have
any information that could
help with our enquiries,
please call 101 and
quote reference number
5219040734

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 31st March

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
School funding

sooner rather than later - before we end up

Dear Sir

even more behind the rest of the country.

South Gloucestershire has the lowest per

Jack Cox

pupil funding in the country. On 19th March

Hanham Green Party

I posed a question on BBC Radio Bristol

that when they tell you what a fantastic

Does B&NES listen to us
or its staff?

achievement this is for Keynsham (and they
will) that this town has to first claw back the

Dear Stephen
I have had answer from B&NES Council on
the one-way system and they say they will

customers and sales lost since the day the
trial one-way started.
Chris Oliver

schools in our area are the most underfunded

Local businesses are at the
heart of our communities

in England, and why Bristol pupils are worth

Dear Editor

cause congestion and pollution.

more than those here.

We recently returned from a fantastic short

They have had no trial of this and have no

His was the classic non-answer we’ve come

family break in Cornwall where we enjoyed

proof either but are quite happy for cars to

Frustration over illegal
vehicles

to expect of politicians – he “thinks” the

the usual beach walks and an obligatory trip

travel the extra distance to reach Temple

Dear Editor

reason is that we are not “deprived enough”

for fish and chips. But whenever we go for

Street and queue in congested areas on Bath

I write following the letter last week about

and not “rural enough”. Why does the leader

fish and chips on holiday we always ask

Hill and Avon Mill Lane due to the

an illegal vehicle parked on the pavement.

of the council not have clarity on this?

ourselves "Are they as good as Mario's in

combination

We have previously reported vehicles

This interview created more questions

New Cheltenham?” and they really never

roundabouts.

blocking pavements, parking on junctions

regarding why £14m was suddenly given to

are. So when we come home we always head

They also say that the scheme has

and blocked roads due to inconsiderate/lazy

Marlwood and Castle schools after their

to Mario's for confirmation and they didn’t

appropriately

parking several times in the Oldland

appearance on the BBC TV show “School”.

disappoint us this time.

suggested (not required as you thought). So

Common area.

Considering he said there wasn’t a problem

That got me thinking about how important

for those of you who had the opportunity to

In my experience, the police and council are

before, where did this £14m suddenly come

these small local businesses are in our

fill in the one-way survey, B&NES have

completely useless at dealing with this

from, and why did it take this long to be

neighbourhoods. Just next door to Mario’s is

taken the result of a small majority as a

problem. The council will always refer you

invested?

the Riverbank Arts Centre which used to be

mandate but not delivered on all the most

to the police as they can’t be bothered to deal

This is a huge concern for parents and

a derelict shop but has been transformed into

important improvements. In the meantime,

with it, even though they are responsible

teachers in South Gloucestershire who have

an oasis of art work and art tuition. And

footfall has dropped, businesses have seen

for pavements and have powers to take

been holding meetings about how to tackle

across the road from both of them is the Jolly

sales fall and air pollution around the town

action.

the funding crisis, but why should they have

Cobbler pub, a proper local pub that is still

must have increased except of course on the

The police either say we don’t have the

to hold these meetings? Why are we having

going when so many others have shut down.

High Street. We have a series of rat runs

resources (12% council tax rise for the

to donate books, equipment and money to

Are there many other areas within

created to get from A to B whereas B&NES

police this year!) or they will deal with it

keep our schools running? Our council needs

Kingswood where you can go for an art

would rather you go from A to C to get back

when someone is available (which never

to do more!

class, pop next door for chips, and then over

to B, whether it be by turning round on Bath

happens).

Over the last few weeks I have had teachers

the road for a pint? We’re so lucky to have

Hill or three sides of a square. Where is the

Oldland Common has a real problem with

show me photos of ceilings falling down in

these local businesses and we should all do

logic in that?

pavement parking – the local councillor has

classrooms and water damage to books and

what we can to support them, not least

So all is good and well then. Never mind the

been told this along with the MP, and they

paperwork and exasperated parents asking

because they give our housing estates a

public, the survey or democracy. B&NES do

don’t care either. The police, including those

me what to do next.

much-needed heart and community focus. So

not want what we want so we cannot have it.

PCSOs who are never seen in Oldland unless

How are we expected to thrive, or even

I urge everyone reading this to make an

Your elected representatives have ignored

they’re tweeting selfies from the cycle track,

survive outside of the EU in the future when

effort to pop into your local chippy, pub, arts

you (Brexit anyone?) and their unelected

South Gloucestershire Council, Bitton Parish

we are writing off a lost generation through

centre, newsagents, or curry house and give

backroom staff who told them what to do

Council, MP and councillors and indeed

funding cuts? These questions have been

them your business. Let them know they

have had their way.

people that do not have the intelligence to

pressed to our politicians again and again

help make our neighbourhoods better places

In a few months’ time B&NES hope to gain

park legally and safely should be ashamed of

and we still haven’t seen any results. A

to live.

a £1.5m grant to improve the public realm of

themselves.

change is needed in South Gloucestershire

S Davis

Keynsham High Street. Please remember

Concerned resident

asking the council leader Toby Savage why

10

not be allowing all traffic to pass from High
Street to Temple Street because that would

of

traffic

addressed

lights

and

improvements

Keynsham
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LETTERS
Men shaving is the wrong
comparison
Dear Stephen & Becky
Your correspondent M O’Regan in Issue 568
compares apples with oranges when they
equate women’s need for sanitary products
to deal with menstruation and men’s need for
razors to deal with unwanted hair.
For the vast majority of men, shaving is a
purely cosmetic and entirely optional
exercise – a point brilliantly illustrated by the
article in the same issue about Jason Preston
raising £1,200 for Keynsham Mencap by not
shaving for a whole year. Of course, many

giving them to all of the school nurses who

The Week In (Issue 567) suggested the

adverts from fast food people saying a

will take them to the schools and help raise

Labour

and

minimum order of £25 or £10 delivery

awareness.

Warmley

politically

charge. Do they realise that they could be

Each pack includes Layla’s ‘Epilepsy Book

motivated. Nothing could be further from the

helpful to the older community now and

for Kids’ which explains epilepsy in a child

truth. We merely pointed out the fact it is

again by lowering the minimum order value?

friendly way as well as first aid leaflets,

called a consultation when clearly it isn’t.

I would willingly pay a small delivery charge

stickers and balloons. The Co-op also helped

Accept it or reject it, is not a true

to get some nice fish and chips once a week

raise money last year for 107 epilepsy

consultation in the mind of everyone, it is a

at lunchtime - after all most people have

information packs which I gave to all the

fait accompli.

supported these outlets when they were fit

South Gloucestershire schools.

Cllr Hunt is correct in saying residents and

and able. I am 77 and housebound on my

Also they helped me to raise over £335 for

South Glos Labour councillors have been

own - where has the community spirit gone?

the Bristol Epilepsy Support Group and five

calling for improvements for a long time, but

David Porter, Warmley

other charities close to my heart.

have been repeatedly told there is no money.

Sarah Reid

We welcome any road improvement to the

candidates
comments

for

Parkwall

were

area but in order to improve present

women also shave, and that too is purely

Write to us

cosmetic and entirely optional. I’m confident

Wet wipes warning

conditions, considerations must be taken into

that anyone would be willing to forgo the

Dear Stephen

the resulting knock-on effect to the

privilege for a few days during a stay in

On Saturday March 16th, for the second time

surrounding area. Some explanation as to

The Week In is independent of any

hospital if they had to.

in recent months, raw sewage overflowed

the options that have been ruled out, and

political or commercial interest. We aim

Women have no choice about whether or not

into my front garden because of a blockage

why, would help to allay any fears to

they menstruate, and when it happens, it

in the public sewer in the road. On both

residents that the cost is excessive.

needs to be dealt with. Many women will

occasions the engineer who cleared it said

The additional money coming from the West

arrive at hospital prepared, or will have

the cause was wet wipes.

of

friends and relatives able to bring in sanitary

I cannot believe that after all the publicity,

welcomed but shouldn’t more thought be

products for them; but for whatever reason,

people are still putting wet wipes down their

given to the approaches to the main ring

Normally, we will publish letters in full

some women won’t and it’s they who will

toilets. So next time you are about to do this,

road? This is where the council and WECA

but reserve the right to shorten or clarify

benefit from hospitals providing sanitary

please be aware that your front garden could

should be thinking things through a bit more.

products for free.

be the next one affected.

Forward planning is what most people know

As for M O’Regan’s claim that this laudable

If this doesn't deter you then remember that

it as. I commend Cllr Hunt for wanting to

the cost of clearing blockages and also

“get it right first time” - don’t we all? But

words and supply your full name and

initiative is sexist, no doubt hospitals would
be happy to provide sanitary products to any

removing and replacing the contaminated

before spending £6m (which is still

address for reasons of authentication.

menstruating man too.

soil will go on all our water/sewerage bills.

taxpayers’ money) on one roundabout,

Only the name and district where you

Martin Pearson

Please, do not flush wet wipes!

perhaps a meaningful consultation would be

live will be reproduced. Anonymity is

Mangotsfield

E Smith

a good idea and a little bit more thought.

Saltford

Barry West

Thanks for raising
awareness of epilepsy

England

Combined

Authority

is

to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers.

the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300

possible under certain circumstances.

Labour Candidate for Parkwall &

Dear Stephen

Wraxall roundabout a fait
accompli?

I just want to thank the staff and customers

Dear Editor

at Downend Co-op for sponsoring 111

Warmley

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive at
our offices no later than 9.00am on

I write to clarify and correct the Lead

Delivery charges or
community spirit?

epilepsy information packs to donate to all

Conservative

Dear Sir

E-mail to:

of the Bristol schools. It was rewarding

Gloucestershire Council who in his letter to

It is really annoying to get leaflets and

admin@theweekin.co.uk
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councillor

of

South

the Monday of each week.
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Grants for green spaces in
Kingswood and Hanham
Public open spaces across Kingswood and Hanham are
to benefit from almost £750,000 in developer funding.
Among the areas to benefit from the funding resulting from
the redevelopment of the former Douglas Motorcycle Works
site are Kingswood Park, which will be enhanced thanks to
a combined total of more than £275,000 and Magpie Bottom
at Hanham, which will get £279.184.22.
The Pettigrove Road/Court Road playing fields will benefit
from £27,626, with the Court Road play area, skate park and
ball court also getting £70,000.
The Section 106 funding contributes towards improving the
infrastructure surrounding a new development. Once
construction of the 306 homes, nursing home and sheltered
housing scheme at the old Douglas site reaches certain
milestones, this will trigger the funding to be released, with
the first instalment of £261,000 expected later this summer.
The funding has taken a long time to filter through, with
planning permission for the development first granted back
in 2011. The council gave the developer several extensions
of time to sign the Section 106 agreement.
This week Paul Hughes, Cabinet Member for Communities
and Tourism said: “I am delighted that South Gloucestershire
Council have been able to negotiate this funding.”
Jim Whittaker, from the Friends of Kingswood Park,
welcomed the funding. He said: “There has been a temptation
in the past to go on a spending spree with such windfalls
without thinking of the cost of maintaining the new facilities
in the years that follow, with the result that new equipment
quickly falls into disuse. It is good to see that only about half

Crossword

of the funds will be spent quickly with the remainder held
for maintenance over the following five or 10 years. This will
mean that any improvements will be sustainable.
“On top of all our wish lists in Kingswood Park is renewing
the ageing children’s play area. We have made small
improvements in the past year or so, but this has merely
highlighted the poor play facilities that we offer our visitors.
The initial cost of a new play area will be well over £200,000,
so, allowing that about half the new funds must be held back
for future maintenance, we still do not have enough.
“However, South Gloucestershire Council officers are
working hard to secure further funds from the Big Lottery
along the same lines that we have seen at Page Park in Staple
Hill. These funds would be used not only for the play area
but for a large scale improvement of Kingswood Park with
the emphasis on making the park more accessible to visitors
and ensuring that the park can make an even bigger
contribution towards the health and well-being of the
community. For large applications such as this, the Big
Lottery like to see that we can bring some money to the table,
called match-funding.
“As we see it, match-funding will be the best use of the
Douglas Motorcycle Works development funds. No risk is
involved, if the Big Lottery find they cannot fund the larger
project, then we still have the development funds to spend
as we wish. The only slight frustration is that the Big Lottery
application will take a couple of years before we get the goahead and then, of course, planning the regeneration will take
time, before we can bring in the heavy machinery.”

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Drinking tube (5)

1. Fastens securely (5)

4. Separate (5,2)

2. Firearm (5)

8. Distress severely (7)

3. Uncanny (5)

9. Fish basket (5)

4. Breed of dog (6)

10. Warhorse (5)

5. Crystal clear (5)

13. Perpetual (7)

6. Sheet (anag.) (5)

17. To and --- (3)

7. Heaps (5)

18. Faster (anag.) (6)

11. Teacher (5)

19. Sudden violent
wind (6)

12. Perform (5)

20. Before (3)

15. Girl's name (5)

22. Chatter (7)

16. Ointment (5)

25. Destined (5)

17. Experience (4)

28. Tired (5)

21. Cure (6)

29. Give out (7)

22. Chessmen (5)

30. Landscape (7)

23. Semi-precious
stone (5)

31. Larceny (5)

Kingswood Park

Margaret Davies, chair of Friends of Magpie Bottom was
also delighted by the news. She said the money will help
maintain the area for future use of the community. A lot of
work has already gone into the upkeep of the paths and
improving accessibility will be a key target. There are plans
now to build a bridge over the pond so that wheelchair users
will be able enjoy more of the area.
Welcoming the funding for Hanham Mount, outgoing
councillors John and Heather Goddard, said: “As a World
Methodist Heritage site, Hanham Mount is of significant
historic importance to our area. We are particularly pleased
that this funding will continue to maintain it having served
as chair and secretary of the Friends of Hanham Mount for
more than 20 years, until its dissolution last year.”

14. Facial feature (4)

24. Herbaceous plant (5)
25. Banquet (5)
26. Tantalise (5)
27. Lived (5)
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Kingswood Civic Centre development
The redevelopment of Kingswood Civic Centre is
entering its final stages with the library due to open
next month and the Red Cherry Coffee Lounge
expected to open in mid-May.
As South Gloucestershire Council looked to make savings
on its costs, the future of the Civic Centre building was
unclear until last year. A project was launched with the
aim of saving around £430,000 a year and initially
involved moving a number of staff to the council offices
in Yate and leasing the space to other partners such as the
Avon & Wiltshire Partnership and Sirona. Next came

plans to improve the One Stop Shop facility followed by
the relocation of Kingswood Library from the other side
of High Street and opening of a café which will be open
to the general public as well as visitors and staff at the
Civic Centre.
Last week The Week In had a preview of the progress to
date in the company of Rob Creer, Cabinet Member for
Corporate Resources. The first impression on entering the
reception area is of bright coloured ellipses on the carpet.
Follow the green dots to the right for the One Stop Shop,
the blue ones for the Registrar’s office and orange for the

The new library will open next month
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library and coffee shop. While the One Stop Shop is up
and running, a temporary entrance is in place on the other
side of the building until all the redevelopment work is
complete. Inside, residents will be able to inquire about
the usual range of council issues, such as council tax,
planning and waste collection. There are also individual
interview rooms where matters of a more confidential
matter can be discussed.
The library is due to open on 8th April and the bright, airy
space was awaiting installation of the shelves prior to the
transfer of the books and computers. Space has been

The new coffee lounge is due to open in May
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nears completion
designed to accommodate many of the adult and
children’s group activities which were held at the old
premises, and the traditional Easter holiday activities will
commence on Wednesday 17th April. Kingswood Library
has one of the highest levels of PC usage and in addition
to the computers which will be available in the new
location, extra stations have also been added to the One
Stop Shop. The library will have Open Access when it
reopens with registered users able to use it from 8am to
7.30pm seven days a week. It will be staffed on Monday,
Wednesday, Friday (10am-5.30pm) and Saturday
(9.30am-1.30pm).
The Red Cherry Coffee Lounge is the final piece of the
jigsaw. The facility is not only for the benefit of people
visiting the library or office staff in the building but is
intended to be a public venue which connects the council
with the public and an attraction at that end of High Street.
Final fitting out has just commenced and the facility will
also provide employment opportunities which will be
advertised shortly.
Cllr Creer summed up the project saying: “We are really
excited that the Kingswood Civic Centre redevelopment
project is nearing completion. Our front line services in
Kingswood are some of the most well used and to be able
to deliver them to residents in these new, open and up to
date spaces is great. It’s not just about being able to
provide quality services for residents, we also know we
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South Glos
welcomes 5,000th
Open Access user

Rob Creer

need to deliver value for money to those residents.
“This project fits in really neatly with our new Love Our
High Street work and the investments we want to make
in Kingswood. This new community hub will help extend
the Kingswood high street and provide a draw to this end
of the town centre with a range of services under one
roof.”

The recent reopening of Hanham Library coincided
with the number of users registered for South
Gloucestershire Council’s Open Access system
passing the 5,000 mark.
Open Access was launched in October 2017 amid
controversy over staff working hours but since then
the council says over 40,000 visits have been made
as the scheme was rolled out across libraries in the
district.
Introduction of Open Access in Hanham was delayed
by issues over the emergency exit but the library is
now accessible between 8am and 7pm on seven days
a week. It is staffed on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10am to 5.30pm and on Saturdays
from 9.30am to 1.30pm.
Next month, Kingswood Library will reopen at its
new venue in the Civic Centre and will also have
Open Access. That will then mean that total opening
hours for South Gloucestershire libraries will have
increased from 498 to 957 a week.
For more information about Hanham Library visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries/hanham-library
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in April

Debut exhibition
Longwell Green resident
Mary Wyatt-Sugg is
holding her first ever art
exhibition in Keynsham
Civic Centre next month.
Although she has painted
at various times during her
80 years, the last eight
years of tuition under
Michael Chaitow, of Bath
Artists’ Studios, have
brought her to the position
where around 35 of her
imaginative works will go on show.
Mary’s work is mainly nature based but powerfully
symbolic. Rather than landscape studies, the paintings are
figurative and have their own story or script. The painting
of the cave above, for example, is not based on any real
location but from her own imagination.
The exhibition is in the Libourne Room (upstairs) in the
Keynsham Civic Centre from 10th to 27th April.

More
Out & About
ideas in
next week’s
issue
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More big names
at The Space
It’s another busy month at The Space in Keynsham as more
nationally acclaimed acts include the venue on their tour
itineraries.
One of those is Brighton’s Ellie Ford. A singer/songwriter,
accomplished harpist and guitarist with an ‘enchanting’
voice, her reputation has gained traction across the country
since the release of her first album in 2016.
With her band she has sold out venues and wowed festival
audiences but her solo shows are equally impressive. Her
current solo tour brings her to The Space on Saturday 6th
April. Not to be outdone, one of Keynsham’s own is in the

spotlight the following week. Saturday 13th April sees
Louisa Maria Baker return to the venue where she
opened last year during the memorable Razorlight
performance. Lead vocalist with Tequila Mockingbird,
Louisa is also embarking on a tour of venues in the UK and
Spain. Tickets for both events can be purchased at
keynshamtickets.cloudvenue.co.uk
It’s not just music either. On Friday 12th April the
Keynsham Comedy Club returns to The Space, this time
featuring Scott Bennett, Rob Mulholland and Chris
McCauseland.

Ellie Ford
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in April

Spring walks for groups 17th century celebrations
Camerton Court is a hidden gem in
the heart of the Somerset
countryside.
The gardens are waking up this year
with new shoots appearing and new
buds bursting open. There is a
variety of spring flowers including
daffodils (Narcissus) and tulips as
well as some wild areas of English
blue bells.
A spring walk will lead you through
breathtaking gardens displaying a
rainbow of colour, majestic trees
and mixed borders containing acers,
firs and heathers. The lake is still
fed by the original natural springs.
Pre-booked groups (between 15 and
25) can now enjoy this delightful
experience in the company of a
local guide. For more information
contact Julieann on 01761 479319.
Camerton Court is tucked away
between Camerton and the A367
Peasedown St John to Radstock
road
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this Mother’s Day weekend
In Dyrham Park’s heyday in the late 17th
century, people would have marked the
occasion of Lady’s Day at the end of March.
Over the weekend of what is now Mother’s
Day (30th & 31st March), visitors will have
the chance to make their own dried wreath,
a typical gift from that era.
There will be dogwood, cut from the park,
along with dried marigolds and lavender
ready for putting together to make a scented
and attractive decoration. There will also be

scented 17th century style herbs to plant and
take home. The wreath-making will take
place in the Great Kitchen and herb-planting
in the Stables from 11am to 3.30pm on the
Saturday and Sunday and will cost £3 per
wreath and £1 to plant and take home a pot
of herbs.
The park is open daily from 10am to 5pm
(last entry one hour before close). More
information
is
available
at
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/DyrhamPark

Saltford looking forward to
another great year of junior golf
Saltford Golf Club’s Junior Club nights start
on Sunday 31st March. With nearly 100
junior golfers on their books it is one of the
largest junior golf sections in the area.
The fortnightly Junior Club nights are the
ideal opportunity for children who have not
yet tried the game to give golf a go. It is not
a game of strength so can be attractive to

both boys and girls (25% of the junior
members are girls) and ideal ages are five to
14. There’s no need to book ahead, just turn
up at the driving range at 3.45 pm for a
lesson and chipping and putting activities.
The cost is just £5 per child which includes
a snack afterwards. Equipment will be
provided if you do not have your own.
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Plans to turn old Homebase Situations Vacant
store into a Lidl
Lidl wants to turn the old Homebase store
in Longwell Green into a supermarket.
The German discount chain has applied to
South Gloucestershire Council to refurbish
the store in Aldermoor Way, which closed at
the end of last year.
The proposals include sub-dividing the
building, which was originally built as a
Texas Homecare store in the 1980s, into two
units, one of which would be for food sales.
An additional mezzanine floor space is also
proposed. The garden centre would be
demolished and replaced with car parking.
Homebase has suffered difficult trading
conditions for some time, including the
acquisition by Bunnings and subsequent sale
to restructuring specialists Hilco. An initial
Company Voluntary Arrangement resulted in
the planned closure of more than 40 stores.

The store at Longwell Green was initially
rebranded as a Clearance store but
Homebase confirmed it would no longer
trade from the store and it closed at the end
of 2018.
The nearest Lidl store is currently less than
a mile away in Hanham High Street and in
2017 a brand new store built on the site of
the former Co-op in Halls Road in
Kingswood opened.

Refurb for Aldi store
Aldi’s branch in Longwell Green will close next week
for an internal refurbishment.
The store on Bath Road will close at 8pm on Saturday
6th April and re-open at 8am on Thursday 11th April. In
the meantime, the nearest alternative stores are in
Redfield and Fishponds.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade, Gloucester Rd,
Bristol BS7 8AL

9.59/10

Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
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National competition in
Oldland Common
The 2019 British Powerlifting finals will
be taking place in Oldland Common this
summer.
More than 200 lifters from around the UK
will be descending on the Sir Bernard
Lovell Sports Centre for the three-day
event taking place from 16th-18th August.

Dan Davies, who is hosting the event, is
no stranger to competitive powerlifting,
having won titles last year in Hungary and
Scotland. He is also hosting a qualifying
event for this summer’s championship on
7th April at his own gym, Ministry of
Fitness in Kingswood.

Drugs warrant
Police carried out a drugs
warrant last Wednesday on a
property just off Staple Hill

High Street in response to
reports from local residents
over possible drug dealing.

Attempted van break-in
Thieves damaged the driver’s side lock in an
unsuccessful attempt to enter a van parked on High
Street, Hanham, between 10pm on Sunday 17th March
and 8.30am on Monday 18th.
If you have any information regarding this incident,
contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

The property was raided at
1.30pm and a woman was
detained under the Misuse of
Drugs Act. Around 500 used
and unused needles were
found at the address,
together with drug paraphernalia. A large quantity of
Class A drugs was found.

Investigation after trouble
on train in Keynsham
A British Transport Police investigation is
under way following reports of anti-social
behaviour on a train in Keynsham on
Saturday night.
A spokesperson said: “British Transport
Police were called to Keynsham Station at
around 10.45pm on 23rd March following
reports of anti-social behaviour on board a
train from Weymouth to Bristol Temple
Meads.
“Officers attended the scene and a group of
men were removed from the train.
“An investigation into what happened on the
train is now under way and anyone who was
on the train at the time and saw anything is
asked to contact BTP by texting 61016 or
calling 0800 405040, quoting reference 794
of 23rd March.”
It is understood the train was delayed by
around 20 minutes.

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where you
can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 25th March).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Albert Road, Queens Road,
Rock Road and Coronation Avenue; in
Saltford on Norman Road and Manor Road;
on the A431 Kelston Road; on the A37 at
Pensford.
Bristol:
In Brislington on Talbot Road, Hungerford
Road, the A4174 Callington Road, Wick
Road and Allison Road; in St George on Air
Balloon Road, the Kingsway, Nags Head
Hill, Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road,
Blackswarth Road and Hillside Road; in
Hengrove on the A37 Wells Road, A4174

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Hengrove Way, Cadogan Road, Hengrove
Avenue, Hengrove Lane, Petherton Road and
Tarnock Avenue; in Whitchurch on
Hazelbury Road and Whitchurch Lane; in
Stockwood on Ladman Road, Sturminster
Road and Stockwood Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road and
Ellacombe Road; in Hanham on Whittucks
Road and Abbots Road; in Oldland Common
at Mill Lane and the A4175 High Street and
Barry Road; on the A431 Bath Road at
Swineford; on the A4174 Avon Ring Road
near Junction 1 of the M32 and at Bromley
Heath; on the B4465 Westerleigh Road at
Pucklechurch; on Henfield Road at Henfield;
on Overndale Road in Downend; at Tower
Lane in Warmley.

Family
Announcements
Bereavement

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning

Fencing

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Aerials

Driveways
Locksmiths

Guttering

Builders
Garden Services
Electrical
Appliances

Oven Cleaning

Carpet Fitters

Home
Maintenance

Architectural
Services
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Painting
& Decorating

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
22

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

£20.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Painting
& Decorating

Plastering

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Skip Hire

Plumbers

Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Waste Disposal

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
4 weeks = £17

Tile Services

An advert
like this costs

6 weeks = £16
8 weeks = £15

£20.00

12 weeks = £14

+ VAT

26 weeks = £13

per insert

52 weeks = £12

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

All prices per week
exc VAT

Plastering
TVs

Windows & Doors
An advert
like this costs

£20.00
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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+ VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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