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GWR commuters to get ‘Delay Repay’ compensation from 1st April
From Monday 1st April, Great Western Railway (GWR)
passengers will be able to benefit from improved
compensation for delays.
The launch of Delay Repay on the franchise will enable
passengers holding single, return or weekly tickets to

claim money back for when services are cancelled or their
journey is delayed by 15 minutes or more.
Currently, services need to be delayed by at least 30
minutes on Great Western Railway services for
compensation to be paid.

Delay Repay - DR15 - is being rolled out across the
country. Delays are calculated against the planned,
advertised timetable, so compensation is not usually
offered for pre-planned engineering works and when
replacement bus services are used.
If you are delayed for 15 to 29 minutes, you’ll get 25% of
your single ticket cost or 12.5% of your return ticket cost.
Continued on page 3
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GWR commuters to get
‘Delay Repay’ compensation
from 1st April
Continued from page 1
A delay between 30 to 59 minutes will result
in 50% of the cost of your one-way ticket or
25% of your return ticket cost; and a delay
of between 60 and 119 minutes will see you
get 100% of the cost of your one-way ticket
or 50% of the cost of your return ticket.
A delay of 120 minutes or longer will result
in 100% compensation for the cost of your
ticket, whether single or return.
You’ll need to apply for compensation
within 28 days of your delayed journey.
(Monthly and longer season ticket holders
will remain on their existing compensation
scheme for the time being as this provides
compensation through season ticket
discounts.)
Making the announcement last week, Rail
Minister Andrew Jones said: “Reliability is
our top priority but it is right that when
things go wrong, people are compensated
fairly and quickly.
“Now, with the launch of DR15 on GWR,
even more passengers will be entitled to

claim if their services are delayed.”
Passengers on GWR make an estimated 105
million journeys every year. This
announcement coincides with the biggest
upgrade of the Great Western route since
Isambard Kingdom Brunel started work on
the line more than 175 years ago.
More than £5bn is being invested in the
Great Western route – including £2.8bn on
electrification – to deliver better services and
new trains with thousands more seats.
Mark Hopwood, Managing Director at
GWR, said: “We do all we can to get people
to their destinations on time, but when things
do go wrong customers need to trust in a fair
system that easily compensates them for the
delay.
“The introduction of Delay Repay is just that
and has been a key aspiration of GWR for
some time. Alongside the introduction of
new trains, and modernised infrastructure, I
am delighted that we are able to continue to
make the improvements we know our
passengers want to see.”

More road closures
on A37 at Pensford
The busy A37 at Pensford will be closed
again this weekend (23rd and 24th
March) for further safety improvement
works.
Following a long campaign to improve
road safety, B&NES last month began a
three-week scheme aimed at slowing
traffic and enhancing facilities for
pedestrians.
The series of improvements included
widening the two existing pedestrian
refuge islands near the junction with
Station Approach, narrowing two sections
of the wider parts of the A37 to create
‘gateway’ points into the village,
measures to deter vehicles from mounting
pavements, creating more pavement
space outside the school entrance and a
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new pedestrian refuge island to serve the
bus stops near the junction with Short
Lane.
The original planned works have now
been completed but the council says that
during the course of the works, further
discussion with residents identified the
opportunity to replace some kerbing and
provide additional bollards on Pensford
Hill.
The A37 was closed last Saturday to
begin carrying out the extra work, and the
road will be closedagain this Saturday and
Sunday from 7am to 7pm.
A signed diversion route will be in place
during the closure, as shown on the map.
Access will be maintained for emergency
vehicles during the closure.
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Public meeting
to discuss
Stockwood’s future
A public meeting to discuss planning for Stockwood’s
future will take place this Saturday (23rd March).
The meeting at Christ the Servant Church in
Stockwood Road will be a chance for local people to
hear about the upcoming housing and transport
development proposals. including the proposed South
Bristol link road.
It will be chaired by Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy.
The panel will include West of England Metro Mayor
Tim Bowles, Bristol’s Cabinet Minister for Transport
Kyle Dudd and Stockwood councillors Steve Jones and
Graham Morris.
The Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees has also been
invited.
The meeting will be from 10.45am to 12.30pm. To
attend
register
on
Eventbrite
at
h t t p s : / / w w w. e v e n t b r i t e . c o m / e / p l a n n i n g - f o rstockwoods-future-tickets-56996210199
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New exhibits as
museum reopens
for 2019 season
Kingswood Heritage Museum is gearing
up for its new season, starting in April.
Volunteers have been at work for weeks,
creating
new
exhibits
for
2019
and refurbishing last year's displays, as
well as improving access to the museum
itself.
There are two new major exhibits for 2019.
The first is a display created by Kingswood
District Scouts, including photos of the
activities of many of the local troops over the
years.
The other is entitled ‘Spotlight on Bitton and
Oldland’, with pictures covering the
development of the area through the 20th
century. Alan Bryant, joint museum curator,
said: “We welcome contributions from local

people to add to our knowledge of the Bitton
area. Anyone with a story to tell, or artefacts
for display, is encouraged to contact us at
kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com”
One of the events covered is the 1966 fire at
the Oldland furniture factory, shown in this
picture.
The museum will open on 2nd April, and
then on Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays
until 28nd November from 2pm until 5pm,
and on bank holidays between 11am and
5pm.
Kingswood Heritage Museum is located in
the former Champion Brass Works, at Tower
Lane, Warmley, BS30 8XT, just off Avon
Ring Road (Cadbury Heath exit). Buses 19,
19A, 42 and 43 stop nearby.

Residents enjoy tour
of Parliament
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore recently
welcomed more residents from his
constituency to the Houses of Parliament.
More than 50 residents from Siston and
New Cheltenham caught a coach to
London and enjoyed a fully guided tour of

the Palace of Westminster.
During their visit they had a chance to
hold a question and answer session with
the MP to chance to discuss any concerns.
Preparations are currently under way for
more tours to take place this year.
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Financial adviser who duped
elderly widow out of £50k is jailed
A retired independent financial adviser who stole around
£50,000 from an elderly, disabled Oldland Common
woman has been jailed.
Last Friday Michael Price, 73, of Morgan Way, Peasedown
St John, was sentenced to three years at Bristol Crown Court
after being convicted of fraud by abuse of position.
He stole money the money from his victim, the late Eileen
Chiswell, between 2013 and 2016.
The 88-year-old double amputee, of St Helen’s Drive, passed
away prior to the investigation reaching court. She had
placed her confidence in the former financial adviser, trusting
him with her bank cards on the pretext that he was helping
and advising her but Price exploited her lack of mobility.
Achieving a successful conviction was complicated by her
death, prior to the Crown Prosecution Service making a
charging decision. Despite the defence suggesting that the
case should not be brought, Avon & Somerset Constabulary’s
Complex Crime Unit pressed ahead to take the matter to trial
and achieve a successful conviction.
Price began working as financial adviser to Eileen Chiswell
in 2013, dealing with her tax returns and managing her
investments. When she went into hospital in 2015 she gave
him a debit card to withdraw money she needed. He did not
return the card. She became suspicious when she noticed that
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her bank balance was lower than she had expected,
discovering a large number of cash withdrawals and
transactions had been made without her knowledge and
consent.
The police were notified and commenced an investigation,
which led to the arrest of Price and ultimately a first
appearance at court in 2016.
As well as being jailed, a confiscation hearing under the
Proceeds of Act will take place later this year at Bristol
Crown Court, on a date to be confirmed.
DS Marc Milliner, of the Complex Crime Unit, said: “The
significant custodial sentence handed to a man in his 70s of
previous good character reflects what a dim view the courts
take on professionals who abuse their positions to exploit the
vulnerable.
“This case was particularly abhorrent as Price took advantage
of the victim’s circumstances to feed his own greed. The
victim was widowed, elderly and immobile through her
disability. She trusted her financial adviser to act in her best
interests but he betrayed that trust and confidence.
“Hopefully a case such as this demonstrates that even when
a victim has died prior to the suspect being charged, the
police will do everything in their power to bring to justice
those who target vulnerable victims.”

Michael Price
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South Glos Council to bring in more
environmentally-friendly recycling boxes
Recycling in South Gloucestershire is set to become even
more environmentally friendly following a decision to
replace the green and white bags that residents use for
their recycling.
Instead, additional green recycling boxes will be provided
when bags need to be replaced.
The decision was made following a 12-week public
consultation. A total of 2,304 surveys were completed.
Overall 48% agreed with the council’s proposals to stop
using recycling bags, 36% disagreed and 16% were neutral.
There were 1,369 comments regarding the use of recycling
boxes. Of these 130 were positive including that boxes are
easier to manage and are sturdier, look tidier and are cheaper
and more environmentally friendly.
However, there were 1,239 negative comments. They
included concerns that there was not enough storage room to
keep the boxes, they are more difficult and cumbersome to
carry, lids or net covering should be supplied as rubbish will
be blown around in the wind, boxes retain water and are
heavier, and cardboard will not fit in.
The council says replacing the bags with boxes will further
improve its environmental performance and follows the
successful implementation of its Waste Strategy, which has
already seen an increase to weekly kerbside recycling
collections and the introduction of smaller general waste
bins, which are helping to drive down the amount of waste
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sent to landfill and significantly
increase the amount of material
recycled.
The current bags are not themselves
recyclable and as they deteriorate
over time they release plastic
fragments into the environment, plus
they are manufactured overseas and
have to be shipped to the UK.
They have to be replaced more
regularly than boxes as they
deteriorate and blow away, so there
are also potential cost savings for the
council of around £100,000 per year.
The new green recycling boxes are
made from recycled plastic; they are
much sturdier and when damaged
beyond use they can be recycled again with rigid/hard
plastics. The council says they are safer and easier for
collection crews to use because they can be hooked onto the
side of collection vehicle to be emptied.
The council says it recognises that some residents may have
difficulty in moving boxes to the kerbside for collection and
provides an assisted collection service.
Residents are still asked to sort their recycling and group
items together in the green boxes. If you need extra green

Cabinet Member for Communities & Tourism, Cllr Paul
Hughes, with the green boxes

boxes you can order them free of charge on the council’s
website or pick them up from One Stop Shops and Sort It
recycling centres.
Since the implementation of the council’s Waste Strategy
2015-2019, which saw the change to weekly recycling and
smaller black bins, South Gloucestershire now recycles 51.6
per cent of all household waste. An extra 4,495 tonnes of
recycling has been collected since January 2018, thanks to
the efforts of residents to recycle more.
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Conservation work
at open space
Avon Wildlife Trust volunteers have helped carry out
conservation work at Gover Road Open Space in
Hanham.
The trust teamed up with South Gloucestershire
Council to do woodland work and create a wildflower
meadow.
Gover Road is a much loved open space made up of
woods, open space, a pond and a play area. It is next to
the Hanham Hall site and is open to all users. The
woodland work has created some new glades for
woodland understory plants and it’s hoped the
wildflower seed will introduce floral diversity to the
long grass on site.
The group plan to come back for more work on the
woods and to create a new bee garden too.
If you’d like to get involved on a future work day
please get in touch with Avon Wildlife Trust at
www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Zane makes short work
of charity challenge
An eight-year-old boy is raising money for his grandad’s
care home in Kingswood by wearing shorts every day in
2019.
Zane Donaghy is hoping to raise £500 for Brunelcare’s
Deerhurst care home, where his grandfather Douglas Oram
lives.
Zane, from Stoke Gifford, said: “I have decided to wear
shorts for the whole of 2019, to bed, school, football, ice
skating, and anything else I go to this year. In every weather
that this year brings I will be in shorts.
“I am raising money for my Grandad and the other people
who live at Deerhurst care home. My Grandad has dementia
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and falls over a lot. I would love to raise enough money to
send them all on a day trip to the seaside.”
Lesley Hobbs, manager of Deerhurst care home said: “All of
us at Deerhurst think this is absolutely amazing. We are very
grateful for every penny raised. It will make a huge difference
to helping us arrange things like day trips and other home
entertainments we regularly organise for everyone living
here.”
To donate to ‘The One Year Short Trouser Challenge’ go to
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/zanewearsshorts2019
So far Zane has raised almost £200. He is pictured with his
Grandad and in shorts in the snow last month.
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Bus chiefs to
attend meeting
In response to complaints and concerns
raised by Stockwood residents about local
bus services, particularly the No 2 (Cribbs
Causeway - Stockwood), local councillors
Graham Morris and Steve Jones have
organised for representatives of First Bus to
meet local residents on Thursday 28th

March. The meeting is at Christ the Servant
Church from 6.30pm to 8pm when First
managing director James Freeman,
operations director Ian Coyle and operations
manager Shalando Williams will be
explaining their position and proposals to
improve the No 2’s reliability.

Grants available from
Keynsham Town Council
Keynsham Town Council will open its grant
application process for 2019 next month.
Between 2nd April and 3rd May, any charity,
voluntary or public sector organisation,
working in the town for the benefit of
Keynsham residents is entitled to apply for
project funding of between £100 and £1,000.
Last year, grants were awarded to groups

including Broadlands Academy PTA,
Friends of Manor Road Community
Woodland, Keynsham Hockey Club and
Focus Counselling.
Application packs are available from the
council office or website - www.keynshamtc.gov.uk -and the deadline for applications
is noon on Friday 10th May.

Youngsters invited to try golf
Saltford Golf Club are starting their 2019
schedule of Junior Club Nights on Sunday
31st March (and fortnightly thereafter).
For juniors who are new to the game, this is
the ideal starting point.
There is no need to book, just turn up at the

driving range at 3.45pm for a 4pm start. The
cost is £5 per child (including a snack
afterwards) and equipment will be available
to borrow.
For more details contact junior organiser
David Phillips on 0796 887 3130.

Village fundraiser
Mangotsfield Residents’ Association is
organising a fundraising table top sale on
Saturday 6th April from 11am to 3pm at the

Scout Hall opposite the Lamb Inn.
To find out email mangotsfieldourvillage
@gmail.com

Fiona Edwards with Clive Anderson

Inspiring campaigner
Fiona wins green award
An environmental campaigner from
Keynsham has been recognised by The
Climate Coalition at their annual Green
Heart Awards.
Fiona Edwards, from Keynsham Plastic
Re-Action, was one of three people
shortlisted for the Individual Inspiration
Award at a ceremony at Westminster,
hosted by TV celebrity Clive Anderson
and attended by more than 40 MPs.
Inspired by watching the screening of the
film Plastic Ocean at The Space in
Keynsham, Fiona organised the first

Litter pick in Hanham
Members of South Glos Green Party are holding
another of their Green Streets cleaning days on
Saturday 6th April to also coincide with the council’s
annual Spring Clean campaign.
They will be targeting the area around the High Street
for a couple of hours, meeting at 11am outside the
Maypole pub.
All kit will be provided, including tea and biscuits.

Sudoku
1-Easy

plastic action day at the town’s Tesco store
last March. The event attracted local and
national media attention and was
subsequently repeated at Waitrose. She is
also currently involved in plans to set up
a community fridge in Keynsham where
surplus fresh food can be donated.
Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy was also
recognised at the event as the Greenest
MP. Parliament’s first vegan member, she
was credited for her work on sustainable
farming, food waste and reducing singleuse plastic use at Westminster.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 24th March

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Concern over confusing
roundabout proposal
Dear Sir
I have studied the consultation for the
updated ring road roundabout at Wraxall
Road. It is for a type of roundabout with a
‘pass through’ section which allows traffic
flowing along the ring road to pass straight
through the middle of the roundabout, whilst
all other traffic entering or leaving the
junction via Wraxall Road or Tower Lane
circulates around the roundabout in the
normal fashion.
This is all controlled by having many traffic
lights, which are phased in some way,
although the consultation gives no details of
the phasing.
In particular, traffic on the ring road, wishing
to turn right, has to approach the roundabout
in the dedicated left lane in order to achieve
this, contrary to normal procedure at a
roundabout where the approach is made in
the right hand lane. This will be the only
roundabout on the whole ring road where
this is required. On some of the other
roundabouts, there is even a dedicated righthand lane on approach for those wishing to
turn right.
Drivers who do not approach in the
dedicated left-hand lane are only permitted
to continue straight ahead, through the pass
through section and continue on the ring
road. How many drivers, unfamiliar with this
arrangement, finding themselves in the
wrong lane, will make an illegal and

carriage way - three lanes on approach to the

the Guildhall. There was a range of ages,

trust in England have a policy of providing

roundabout, three through the middle, then

lads and lasses, fantastically imaginative

free sanitary products to women who

merging back to two immediately on exit.

posters, singing, chanting and good humour.

menstruate while in hospital.

The ring road is two lanes throughout its

Their message was crystal clear to our

She admits this impractical vote-seeking

length, so why introduce an extremely short

generation – DO SOMETHING ABOUT

gimmick was dreamed up by the male

length of three lanes? Lane merging

CLIMATE CHANGE NOW and don’t leave

Shadow Health and Social Care Secretary,

increases risk of accidents.

them to have to live with the consequences

but for a woman to claim she's ‘proud’ to

In addition, the consultation gives no

of our failure to deal with our selfishness and

endorse it is unbelievable.

information on signage, and whether sat

greed.

There are many types, let alone sizes of

navs, or eventually driverless vehicles, can

I believe the council declared a climate

products marketed to deal with the period

cope with this type of roundabout. Compare

emergency motion and joined the UK 100

problem and women will have already

with recent problems on the M32 and the

Club the previous evening, with a number of

decided which product and size they find

introduction of a new bus only exit road.

additional relevant clauses. We must all work

most comfortable. She claimed to be

I do not understand why the alternative of a

together now to keep up the momentum,

‘shocked’ that Cossham doesn't oblige, I'm

normal light-controlled roundabout is not

locally, nationally and internationally.

certain that Cossham – or any other NHS

considered. It has been proposed in the past

It is, however, also important that we

trust – would be shocked to find they were

and rejected, partly because it was claimed

recognise and counter not just the threat of

expected to find room for a facility capable

there was not room, whereas the pass

climate change but also those in our society

of housing the multitude of products

through proposal requires considerable

who seek to undermine efforts to prevent

necessary and staff to monitor it - this

expansion to the site.

climate change disasters, such as the

‘problem’ has been exaggerated.

For a consultation to be worthwhile, I would

Glencore Mining Company, which is

Women's periods normally only last a few

expect to see at least two alternatives with

spending millions to promote coal (and the

days; the suggestion is also sexist, most men

pros and cons for each so that a genuine

profits therefrom), our homegrown deniers

need to use a razor of some sort every day,

choice can be offered. We know what

such as Lord Lawson and the Koch brothers

are they going to be catered for too? The

problems B&NES had with the consultation

in the USA, who use their billions made

NHS has always been a bottomless pit when

over changes to traffic flow in Keynsham

from fossil fuels to undermine and attack

it comes to funding, and with hospitals all

High Street, when they offered a single

plans to stop climate change.

over the country having to keep patients on

solution. They interpreted ‘yes’ to wanting a

The future will be very different from the era

trolleys in corridors, thanks to bad decisions

solution, to mean ‘this’ solution, even though

which I enjoyed. I will do what I can to

by the last Labour administration, it's clear

many people raised objections.

ensure that my children and grandchildren

the priority is to build more - and then find

I fear the same is happening with this ring

have an equally good, if different, life. I

suitable staff.

road consultation.

hope all people of good will can join me and

M O'Regan

Ken Kemp

the wonderful young people I met this

Longwell Green

morning to achieve a successful conclusion.
Tony Mitchell

Period poverty makes our
generation angry

dangerous manoeuvre to attempt to extricate

Tackling climate change

themselves? There is no information in the

Dear Sir

consultation of accident rates where other

This morning (15th March) I had a most

Period problem has been
exaggerated

pass through roundabouts have been

inspiring experience. I went in to Bath to

Dear Stephen & Becky

women of my generation who grew up in the

introduced.

support the Young People’s Strike against

The letter from Nicola Bowden-Jones,

1950s and ’60s are very angry about the cry

Looking at the pass through traffic lanes

climate change. A large crowd of them (and

Labour's Kingswood PPC in Issue 567 notes

of ‘period poverty’.

themselves, there are three lanes for each

a few adults like me) were gathered outside

that neither North Bristol NHS Trust, nor any

Our generation had very little money but
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Dear Editor
Re the letter last week about our desperately
under-funded NHS suppling sanitary wear,
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LETTERS
buying our sanitary products was a priority,
we did not waste our small resources on
trivial things. Even if we were unemployed
that was a priority.
If you go into hospital you should go
prepared, and if it’s an emergency, surely
friends or family would get your sanitary
needs.

Bus boss’s response to
criticism of Service 349
Dear Stephen
I was concerned to read Maureen P’s letter
in Issue 566 regarding problems on Service
349.
To try to counteract the constant traffic
delays caused by the heavy traffic between

return direction they can use their A4 or 19A

over a pavement.

ticket to travel on the 349 to the Estate. In

So back to the council to be told they could

the evening, as previously stated, there is the

not do anything until the seven-day statutory

taxi connection off the A4 or 339 services.

notice had passed and to contact the police

I hope these comments allay people’s fears.

to remove it as they can get it moved

Alan Peters

immediately if it is not taxed, so back to the

Abus

beginning! So the motto of the story seems
to be if you have a car untaxed, no MoT, or

improvements at Temple Gate, Abus duties

Frustration over illegal
vehicle on pavement

do not do more than two trips on the 349

Dear Editor

without a break.

On Saturday 9th March a car was abandoned

I believe the bus Maureen saw come in and

on a road in Oldland Common parked right

not pick up was the 1323 arrival from

across a pavement opposite where all other

Dear Editor

Keynsham, which would then go off to do a

cars park on the road and parked on a

With reference to Cllr Hunt’s letter last week

school service. The 1335 departure came off

pavement used by schoolchildren.

regarding the ‘throughabout’ on the ring road

its break but was delayed coming from Bond

On checking with the DVLA website, the

and Wraxall Road junction, it is good to see

Street and left about eight minutes late. Our

vehicle is untaxed and has no insurance or

that he has his finger on the pulse of the

tracking does actually show what bay it

MoT. So first stop was the police who

The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We aim

Get your priorities right!
J of Soundwell

Reader’s query over
roundabout project

major road operators of this country.

Hicks Gate and West Town Lane, and the

insurance, dump it anywhere and no one is
really interested in it. I bet if I missed my tax
or insurance by one day it would be a
different story.
Nick
Oldland Common

Write to us

departed from. We unfortunately cannot ask

confirmed it had no insurance or tax or MoT

Highways Agency ceased to exit at end of

the driver as he has since left our

and was not from the area and they would

to produce a balanced and accurate view

March 2015 and was replaced by Highways

employment.

send someone out to look at it. As it was no

of local news and welcome comments

England!

If there is a problem with the ticket machine

interest to the police as they later informed

Also, could he explain why Highways

reading concessionary cards, they are put in

me that they could do no more, I was advised

England have been using their limited funds

manually, so are still recorded. The main

to contact the council who finally arrived last

on looking at solutions for a road they have

problem with these passes is the low

Thursday and put a yellow form on the

Normally, we will publish letters in full

no responsibility for? Highways England

reimbursement rate, which is less than half

windscreen and left.

but reserve the right to shorten or clarify

nearest road is either the M32 or M4, neither

the Bristol area flat adult fare. This means

On contacting the council, I was told by a

the contents or to refuse publication.

of which, when I last checked, run through

operators are not getting the revenue that a

very abrupt service adviser that the

Please try to keep letters under 300

Warmley.

paying passenger would provide.

department concerned had visited the site

words and supply your full name and

Colin Gimblett

There is no threat to Bristol–Keynsham

and did not consider the vehicle was causing

address for reasons of authentication.

services that I am aware of. Indeed First feel

an obstruction parked over the pavement (on

Only the name and district where you

the market to be so valuable that they

a school route causing havoc for the school-

Dear Editor

live will be reproduced. Anonymity is

provide a taxi service in the evening to

run vehicles and walking children/parents)

I too feel the same as Steve of Downend

connect with buses from Bath and Bristol to

and they had to give the owner seven days’

(Letters, Issue 567) - when you buy a

ensure the Park Estate is served.

notice to collect it! I was told the only

property the solicitor you hire does an

There does seem to be some confusion as to

quicker way to get it removed as it has no

extensive search of the area.

services from Keynsham to Bath. Passengers

tax, insurance or MoT was for the DVLA to

They are duty bound to inform you of any

from Keynsham Park Estate can buy a ticket

remove it . On contacting the DVLA I was

future plans; these people must have been

to Bath on a 349 and transfer at Keynsham

told their staff were in another part of the

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive at
our offices no later than 9.00am on
the Monday of each week.

informed.
Janet White

to either an Air Decker A4 service or a First

country so they could not help but the

E-mail to:

19A to continue their journey to Bath. In the

council should remove it as it was parked

admin@theweekin.co.uk

Property searches
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from our readers.

possible under certain circumstances.
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Wombles go spring cleaning
Keynsham Wombles were out and about earlier this
month and once again filled a large haul of rubbish bags
which B&NES Council came to collect.

Litter pick in Saltford
Saltford Wombles’ next monthly litter pick is this
Sunday (24th March) from 2pm to 4pm.
The meeting place will depend on the area the Wombles
decide to target and the number of volunteers. Details
will be emailed to all those registered.
If you have litter pickers, gloves and a hi-vis vest bring
them along but if not they can be provided. Bags will
be provided by B&NES Council.
If anyone would like to know more about joining the
Wombles, whether to adopt your street or the monthly
meets, email Barbara at saltfordwombles@gmail.com

To inspire youngsters to become involved, Young Wombles
receive a notebook and collect a sticker for each bag they fill.
Once they have five stickers, they receive their own Womble.

Nursery joins Mama
Bear’s group
Tiny Steps Day Nursery and Pre-School in Whiteway
Road, St George, is to become part of the Mama Bear’s
group from 1st April.
The 80-place nursery – rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted - was
purchased in October 2018 by Tony and Bev Driffield,
who own the 24-strong Mama Bear’s group, and
initially it continued under the Tiny Steps banner as a
stand-alone provision. Following the appointment of a
new dedicated manager, Gemma Fear, the nursery is
now being brought under the Mama Bear’s umbrella to
provide it with a wider range of resources and support
from the group’s central services.

Invitation to join South
Glos Wine Circle
The South Glos Wine Circle started life in 1966.
Throughout its history the group has evolved as the
membership and fashions changed, and these days the
emphasis has moved away from home-made wine
making to tasting and enjoying a wide variety of
different drinks and foods from around the world.
The programme of monthly meetings has also widened
its reach into non-tasting areas too and recent visitors
have included an ostrich farmer and speakers on
subjects from Bristol trams to chocolate making.
The move from solely wine to other food and drinks
started in 2017 with an Oktoberfest, spent trying Pilsner
beers with home-cooked bratwurst and sauerkraut. The
following year a mixologist demonstrated how to make
perfect cocktails and a summer Pimm’s social event
was also a great success. The highlights of the 2019
programme include Mardi Gras, a flavoured gin talk
and tasting, as well as a South American wine evening.
Meetings take place on the first Wednesday of the
month at St Barnabas’ Church Hall in Warmley and
new members are more than welcome.
There is no charge for the first meeting. If you enjoy
wine, beer, good food and social events then visit
sgwc.org.uk or email info@sgwc.org.uk

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Caustic language (7) 1. Execution platform (8)
8. Expand (7)

2. Beat back (5)

9. Select for a
position (7)

3. Legal defence (5)

10. Nevertheless (7)

5. Unhurried (4)

11. Misrepresent (7)

6. Trifling (7)

14. Kind (3)

7. Low dam (4)

16. Dramatis
personae (4)

12. River mud (4)

18. Scottish valley (4)
19. Void (4)
20. Composition for
two (4)
21. Expire (3)
23. Web (7)
26. Israeli city (3,4)
28. Voter (7)
29. Observes (7)
30. Lockjaw (7)
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4. Chemical substance (6)

13. Locate (4)
15. Leg joint (4)
16. Bird's foot (4)
17. Beer mugs (8)
18. Earth science (7)
22. Lay out for profit (6)
24. Special outing (5)
25. Frequently (5)
26. Novice (4)
27. Change (4)
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Mencap raise the roof at
their best auction yet
Keynsham Mencap hosted their third annual dinner
and auction at Saltford Golf Club on 9th March.
The event raised more than £6,000 and was held in aid of
the society’s Building Appeal.
Guests enjoyed the auctioneering skills of Chris Bennett
and Tim Mawditt, from local blues band The Uncles. The
guests included society members, trustees, staff,
volunteers and friends of the society.
Volunteer Jason Preston received a certificate of
appreciation for his support over the years. He has raised

Jason’s beard
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over £4,600 for the society and his latest effort was to go
without shaving for a whole year, which raised £1,200.
Jason is now organising a 36-mile cycle ride on Sunday
19th May.
Treasurer Russell Pocock said: “We have made great steps
financially to achieving our goal - to own a premises that
will facilitate our existing projects and be suitable for
expansion. We met our target for this year and our
restricted fund has now reached £100,000 which puts us
in a great position to make our dream a reality.”
The society have found a suitable building and
negotiations are under way. Providing the outcomes meet
the strict requirements necessary to make the venue
suitable, it will be full steam ahead with plans and they
hope to be in their new home by 2020. Fundraiser Amanda
Leonard said: “A big thank you also goes out to the
individuals who either attended the event, donated
towards the raffle and bought raffle tickets prior to the
event, it is a strong illustration of the kindness and support
the society receives, and the belief our community has in
what we do.”

Jason Preston
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£100,000k wildlife project
gets under way
A rich habitat teeming with wildlife will be developed
in the Avon Valley thanks to almost £100,000 of
funding from Network Rail through its Greater West
Programme.
Bristol City Council and South Gloucestershire Council
successfully bid for funding to make a nature haven as
part of a three-year project at Eastwood Farm and Conham
River Park, adjacent nature reserves separated by the
River Avon.
The project will be delivered in partnership with the
Friends of Avon Valley Woodlands and Friends of
Eastwood Farm.
The scheme will get under way this month with some
thinning in parts of the existing woodlands. A small
number of trees will be removed to improve the woodland
structure, which will benefit the remaining trees and the
wildlife that uses the woodland, as well as encouraging
wildflowers to grow. The felled trees will be left in place
to provide habitat for insects and other invertebrates.
Later this year, volunteers will assist with clearing ground
for planting new trees and shrubs. With the help of the
local community and schoolchildren, volunteers will also
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plant native ground flora and sow a new wildflower
meadow. Local provenance oaks will be collected as
acorns by volunteers and pupils to be grown on in local
schools.
Volunteers will be trained in how to care for newly planted
woodlands and learn traditional skills such coppicing and
charcoal making.
Bristol’s Deputy Mayor Asher Craig who is responsible
for parks and open spaces, said: “This funding will allow
us to carry out some much needed work that will improve
these areas that will benefit both wildlife and people.
“Improving the structure and diversity of the proposed
woodland and meadow areas will improve their
appearance and therefore increase their interest for
visitors.
“By taking part in the project, the volunteers - including
schoolchildren and the general public - will learn more
about biodiversity and habits, and get to experience all the
benefits of fresh air and exercise.”
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet Member for
Communities and Tourism, Paul Hughes, said: “We are
really pleased to secure this funding which will help

Eastwood Farm

protect and enhance these nature reserves and our local
wildlife for future generations. The work will help join
together these important habitats and hopefully establish
a more resilient ecological environment.
“The area is very popular with walkers and cyclists, and
it is great that volunteers from the local community and
schools are getting involved and helping out with the
planting of new trees and wildflowers.”
Emmanuel Deschamps, environment manager at Network
Rail, said: “It is great to be able to support such an exciting
project. Woodlands provide a fantastic array of habitats to
a wide range of plants and animals. We can’t wait to see
this special place be transformed.”
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Community project
gives school garden
a makeover
Credit: Roger Newport

Learn about copper
and brass industry
Kingswood History Society meets on the first Tuesday
of each month (March – December) at 7.30pm in the
Park Centre, Kingswood (opposite the Civic Centre,
with parking in Hollow Road).
On 2nd April the topic will be The Early Avon Valley
Copper & Brass Industry 1600-1740.
Anyone interested in joining should visit
www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org or just come along
to a meeting. The cost is £2.50 per visit including
refreshments. Annual subscription is £20.
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Housing provider LiveWest is
working closely with Warmley-based
Men in Sheds to provide
Pucklechurch Primary School’s
‘reflective garden’ with a large bug
hotel, bird feeder table and bird box.
The garden makeover has been funded
by LiveWest and members from the
Men in Sheds group have been busy
building the wooden nature structures.
LiveWest has been working with the
local Pucklechurch community in the
lead-up to the first stage of a new
development of eight flats and 12
houses for affordable rent, called Cable
Close, which is set to be completed
before Easter.
The entire scheme will deliver 58
affordable homes by the end of 2019,
with 27 allocated for shared ownership

and 31 for affordable rent. The larger
site, called The Moorings, will be
completed by the end of the year and
will provide 38 units – 11 for rent and
27 for shared ownership.
The Men in Sheds group operates from
Kingswood Heritage Museum and
provides the opportunity for men (and
women) to work in wood and other
materials on their own projects, using
the workshop and tools belonging to
the museum. Members can also create
and repair mechanical items in the
workshop.
LiveWest has been working with Men
in
Sheds
groups
in
South
Gloucestershire for the past two years,
linking them up with various
community
groups
to
learn
woodworking skills. A lot of the work

has been around tackling social
isolation within older people.
Marie Burke, community connector at
LiveWest, said: “We are delighted to be
working with Men in Sheds again to
enhance facilities for the local
schoolchildren. Residents from our
new development may end up
attending the school.”

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think, send us
your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Appeal for dash
cam footage
following crash
Police are appealing for the public’s help
following a single vehicle crash on the
Longwell Green to Hicks Gate stretch of the
A4174 Ring Road.
It happened at about 8.40am on Saturday 9th
March when a blue BMW 3 Series was
reported to have lost control and collided with
a lamp post and then a rocky embankment.
Police believe a second vehicle – a silver BMW
- was in the area at the time of the incident and
are keen to speak to the driver who they believe
may have useful information.
They would also like to hear from anyone
else who was in the area and may have
information, in particular, who may have
captured the incident on a mobile phone or a
dash camera.
The driver of the BMW was arrested on
suspicion of drink-driving and dangerous
driving and released under investigation.
Anyone able to help is asked to contact the
police, quoting reference 5219051233.
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Approval given
for housing
development
in garden
Plans to build four four-bed detached houses in the
garden of a house on London Road in Warmley have
been approved.
With access to the new development at No 22 proposed
via a private drive from Goldney Avenue, Siston parish
councillors had expressed concern about yet more vehicle
movements on to a “heavily congested” part of that road.
And 17 local residents wrote letters highlighting issues
about traffic, lack of visitor spaces, no room for refuse
or emergency vehicles, and safety issues surrounding
pedestrian access.
The effect on air quality in what is already a South
Gloucestershire Council “red zone” was another concern
of some residents.
The plans had shown parking for eight cars but were
amended after concerns were raised to include two visitor
parking bays on the site.
Transport officers at the council said that given the “low
level” of traffic from the proposed development, refusal
on traffic grounds alone was unreasonable.

Helping toads to
cross the road
Drivers in Bitton and Siston are being urged to look out for
toads crossing the road this spring.
Every year, once evening temperatures exceed 6C, toads
migrate from their winter hibernation sites to ponds and
streams to breed. They are very fussy about where they
breed and like to return to their ancestral ponds, often
crossing busy roads on their journey. They prefer wet
evenings without strong winds. Volunteers in Bitton have
been doing evening patrols on Golden Valley Lane to help
the toads get across safely. And people are also being urged
to keep a lookout for toads crossing Gibbs Lane in Siston
and to give them a helping hand.
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Repair Café
volunteers
needed

Situations Vacant

If you are handy around the house, good with a needle
and thread or may be a qualified electrician, volunteers
are needed to join a team interested in setting up a
monthly Repair Café in Stockwood.
Repair Cafés are places where people get together to fix
their broken stuff such as clothes, furniture and electrical
items.
Together the aim is to prevent things from going into
landfill, save money, learn new skills and make
connections with like-minded local people.
As well as repairers, people are needed to help with
admin and make cakes.
To find out more go along to their next meeting which
is at Stockwood Free Church in Ladman Road on
Monday 1st April at 5pm.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Spring fayre at
Farmborough
Due to demand Farmborough
Memorial
Hall will be staging an
extra craft and gift
fayre this Saturday
(23rd March) from
10.30am to 4pm.
Organiser
Anita
Eatherden says: “There
will be an excellent
variety of stalls, many
new for this event but
still providing a range
of crafts and gifts
suitable for all pockets,
giving you a chance to
shop early and be
organised
for
Mothering Sunday.
“We are also including
an extra fundraising
element by running a
cake stall raising
money for the Royal
United Hospital.”
Refreshments will be
available throughout
the day. Entrance is £1
(children free).
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Ofsted report
highlights parents’
unanimous support
for infant school
Hanham Primary Federation has received a
positive Ofsted report for Samuel White’s
Infant School.
The school has maintained its Good judgement
with the inspection concluding that the school
is in a much stronger position than at the last
inspection, when it was also rated as Good.
Hanham Abbots Junior School is also part of the
federation.
This week federation headteacher Mike Coyne
said: “The staff and governors are very pleased
with this report and it I feel it reflects the hard
work of everyone involved.
“The federation is ambitious for both schools
and keen for Samuel White’s to continue to
improve from this position of strength. We were
particularly delighted by the strong support of

parents during the inspection and that 100% of
parents said they would recommend Samuel
White’s Infant School. This outcome, along with
the popularity of the school in the local
community, is a testament to the skill and
dedication of the staff team.”
Carl Lander, chair of the Federation Board, said:
‘We could not be more pleased with the
outcome of the recent inspection. It
demonstrates what a great start Samuel White’s
Infant School offers our local children to make
the best of their school age years.
“We are currently seeking to recruit new
governors to join our successful board. If you
have a passion for education and can offer your
time to help further improve the education of
our pupils, then please contact our clerk.”

Guide dog visits supermarket
which funded her
The Sainsbury’s store ay Emersons Green
had a visit recently from Flossie II, one of
the Guide Dogs they were able to buy due
to the kind charity donations from
customers. Pictured are store manager
Paul Morrison with the management team,
colleagues and dog handlers.

Footpath is a step closer to
being made official
Councillors have unanimously agreed
that a footpath over the Hanham Hills
which locals say has been in use since
1959 should be added to the definitive
map.
The route runs from Footpath PHA
28, 74 metres north of its junction
with Court Farm Road, to join with
Footpath PHA 22, 165 metres north
of its junction with Court Farm Road.

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where you can expect to
see police mobile speed cameras this week (starting 18th
March).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on the B3116 Wellsway, Queens Road,
Charlton Road, Albert Road, Charlton Park and Chandag
Road; in Saltford on the A4 Bath Road and Norman Road;
on the A431 Kelston Road; at Pensford on the A37 and
Pensford Old Road; on the A39 at Marksbury and
Farmborough.
Bristol:
In Fishponds on Thicket Avenue and Snowdon Road; in

Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Wick Road
and Talbot Road; in St George on the Kingsway, Beaufort
Road, Nags Head Hill and Air Balloon Road; in Hengrove
on the A4174 Hengrove Way, A37 Wells Road, Cadogan
Road and Petherton Road; in Whitchurch on Hazelbury
Road and Whitchurch Lane; also on Stockwood Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road; in Hanham on
Abbots Road; at Mill Lane in Oldland; in Swineford on
the A431 Bath Road; on the A420 at Wick and Warmley;
on the B4465 near Shortwood Hill; in Kingswood on
Court Road and Tennis Court Road.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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South Gloucestershire Council’s
Public Rights of Way & Commons
Registration Sub-Committee agreed
to the modification at their meeting
last Thursday.
The order will be advertised and if no
objections are received, it will be
confirmed. If there are any objections,
the order will have to go to the
Secretary of State for consideration.

Family
Announcements

Public Notice

Bereavement

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Aerials

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Garden Services

Fencing

Home Help

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

Home
Maintenance

Antiques &
Collectables
Electrical

Guttering

Builders
Garden Services

Appliances

Handyman

Carpet Fitters

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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House
Clearance

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Locksmiths

Plastering

Plumbers

Roofing

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Painting
& Decorating

£20.00

Plumbers

+ VAT

Skip Hire

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
4 weeks = £17
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

TVs

Windows & Doors

6 weeks = £16
8 weeks = £15
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Yoga
Piano
Lessons
PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM. Age 6+
Adult beginners welcome.
Call 07963 935827 or email:
adavy6258@gmail.com

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Sewing Lessons

Venue Hire

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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