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Fundraising for boy suffering from cancer for a third time
A charity football match and fundraising event will be

saving cancer treatment.

taking place this Sunday (17th March) at Somerdale

This is the third time since he was five that Lee, a pupil at

Pavilion in Keynsham towards the cost of sending eight-

The Park Primary School in Kingswood, has had acute

year-old Lee Belgium, from Lyde Green, abroad for life-

lymphoblastic leukaemia, a type of cancer that affects the

white blood cells.
With doctors in this country saying there is no more that
they can do for Lee, his mum Clare Boxall is hoping to
raise £90,000 to take him to Turkey for pioneering
medical treatment.
Sunday’s

event

at

the

Pavilion,

hosted

by

Football4Everyone, runs from 1.30pm to 6.30pm. Gates
open at 1.30pm (donations on entry welcome) and the
game will kick off at 2pm.
As well as the football match, there will be a bouncy
castle, tombola, raffle, sweet and cake stand, face painting,
and a chance to meet Spiderman at half-time.
The bar will be open during and after the match, and there
will be a barbecue. The raffle will take place at 4.30pm in
the bar.
Continued on page 3
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Fundraising for
boy suffering
from cancer for
a third time
Continued from page 1
The organisers are also hoping for for guest appearances
from the 3Ts, from Channel 4’s Gogglebox.
Another fundraiser event being lined up to help Lee is a
family charity disco at Centurys Club in Kingswood on
Friday 29th March from 7pm to midnight. Tickets are £5 and
there is an invitation to come dressed as your favourite
superhero. There will be food, cakes, and a raffle. Tickets are
available from the club on 0117 9077773.
Meanwhile £2,266 was raised from a charity fun day at Cleve
RFC last month. Other recent fundraisers have included a
coffee morning at Lyde Green Community Centre and a
family fun day at The Malthouse in Thornbury.
Find out more about the campaign and how you can donate
search for Fight for Lees Life on Facebook.

Double stabbing in Keynsham
Police were called just after 8.30pm to Warwick Road to
reports of a serious assault. Two men had suffered stab
wounds, causing minor injuries.
On Monday police said that two men aged 32 and 25 had

attended a police station in connection with the stabbings and
been arrested on suspicion of wounding and GBH.
Anyone with information is asked to contact the police on
101.

Police probe arson attack
on Warmley business

Sighted guiding service

An arson attack on the Crown Industrial Estate in
Warmley last week damaged a portable building and
two vehicles. Two crews from Kingswood and one from
Temple fire station were called out to Tom’s Rubbish
Clearance in Crown Road in the early hours of Tuesday
5th March. An investigation has found the fires, which
damaged two Nissan Cabstar trucks and the building,
were started deliberately.
Anyone with information which could help the
investigation should call 101 and quote reference
5219047720. You can also contact the independent
charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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The Guide Dogs charity in Bristol has been working to
train volunteer sighted guides. The My Guide sighted
guiding service is free to people with sight loss and
allows them to get out more and become more
independent.
The service also improves confidence and allows users
to take part in social or fitness activities.
The project has now reached the stage where My Guide
is looking to register service users who are suffering
from sight loss.
To find out more either visit
www.guidedogs.org.uk/services-we-provide/my-guide/
or call 0345 143 0204.
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£1m plans unveiled for Grade I listed
Plans to make the Grade I listed church
in Bitton a more welcoming, accessible
and flexible space to serve the
wider community went on show last
Tuesday.
The Parochial Church Council say the
current layout of St Mary’s, which dates
back to before the Norman Conquest, makes
it not only difficult to provide modern forms
of worship but also prevents the church from
being used for other activities.
In 2017, as an experiment, the Archdeacon
gave them permission for the choirstalls and
pews at the back of the church to be
removed. As a result the church has been
able to expand worship through its
increasingly popular Family Café Church
and hold a number of events that would not
have previously been possible, including
concerts and a very successful jazz night
earlier this month.
The PCC now want to go further and create

a church that can be used for all sorts of
events and activities. They say: “If we don’t
take action soon, we may be left with a
church that is used by only a small number
of regular worshippers and spends most of
its life closed up, interesting to historians and
tourists but effectively not much more than
a museum.”
Last Tuesday evening people were invited to
views the plans which are in three phases
which together would cost close to £1m, and
to meet the architect George Chedburn.
Phase 1 involves levelling the floor to allow
wheelchair access to all parts of the church.
Most of the remaining pews would be kept
but made moveable. The font would be
moved to a new position and the windows
and walls cleaned. The outside lavatory,
boiler room and shed would be demolished
and a new kitchen and services built on the
south side, accessed by reopening a Norman
door that was closed in Victorian times.

Heating and electricity would be upgraded
and wi-fi installed.
Phase 2 would see glass doors between the
main church and the Lady Chapel, and a
church office created in the choir vestry. The
final phase involves the reinstallation of a
balcony at the west end of the church. The
organ would be re-sited either on the balcony
or elsewhere. As a result the building would
have three distinct areas for meetings of
other activities, in addition to the main
church.

The first phase alone is estimated to cost
£600,000. Although local fundraising will be
an important part of the project, the PCC say
they intend to seek most of the funding from
established funders and corporations.
At Tuesday night’s meeting, which also gave
visitors the chance to peek into a crypt that
was uncovered during works during the
removal of the choirstalls, people were asked
to support the development proposals which
need to go through the planning process
before fundraising begins.
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BBC Crimewatch
Roadshow issues
appeal for wanted man
BBC Crimewatch Roadshow published an
appeal on Monday to help find wanted
man James Doran.
Doran, 34, who also uses the aliases James
Delaney and John Delaney, has been
wanted since August 2014 after failing to
appear at Bristol Crown Court for
sentencing. He had previously admitted
three counts of fraud relating to rogue
trader offences in Bristol between June
2012 and January 2013. In one case an
elderly couple from the St George area
were quoted £20,000 for work on their
home, but the price was gradually
increased until they ended up paying
£54,000. The building work carried out
was so poor it had to be pulled down.
Doran was arrested at the scene after the
victims’ son saw the state of the work and
called the police. Since the court case one
of the victims has sadly died and his wife
is very keen for Doran to be traced.
Doran is described as white, 5ft 7in, of
heavy build, with light brown hair

(sometimes dyed) and green eyes. He
speaks with an Irish accent and has tattoos
of crosses on both arms with the names
‘Eliizabeth’ and ‘Ellie’. He has
connections with Cardiff and Ireland.
If you see James Doran, call 999 and give
the call handler the reference number
921213. If you know where he may be,
call 101 and give the same reference
number.
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Former Broadlands
student to be Bristol’s
next Lord Mayor
The next Bristol Lord Mayor will be Brislington West
councillor Jos Clark, who grew up in Keynsham and
attended Broadlands School.
She was first elected to Bristol City Council in 2003,
representing the Hengrove ward for eight years. She was
returned to the council
chamber at the 2016
council elections where she
stood and won in her home
ward of Brislington West.
The ceremonial role of
Lord Mayor of Bristol
traces its roots back as far
as 1216, with Green
councillor Cleo Lake
currently in the office. The
position works on a partyby-party rotation, with the
Lib Dems nominating Cllr
Clark to assume the
Jos Clark
position.

The mayor making ceremony will be on 21st May at 2pm
at the Council House.
Cllr Clark said: "I am thrilled and look forward to serving
this great city of ours.
“I hope to use my platform to raise awareness of the issues
surrounding older and disabled people in our city and how
we can work together to give them the independence and
dignity they strive for.”

Number
plates stolen
Someone stole the front and rear number plates from a
car while it was parked in Marksbury between 5.30pm
on Wednesday 6th March and 8.16am the following
day. Call 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111 if you have information that can help the police.
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Reprieve for motorists on
Bath charging zone
B&NES Council’s executive adopted a clean air policy for
Bath last week which exempts private cars from charges
for entering the city.
The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
(DEFRA) issued the council with notice to instigate a Clean
Air Zone by 2021 for the UNESCO World Heritage City.
DEFRA guidelines issued in 2017 specify four different
classifications of clean air zones (CAZ) with various limits
on engine emissions vehicle types.
Last year, on the advice of its transport staff, B&NES opened
public consultation on a Class D CAZ, the most stringent in
order to bring nitrogen dioxide levels down to legally
acceptable levels. As such, non-compliant vehicles of all
types would have faced charges of from £6 for a car to £100
for a bus or coach to enter the city. To avoid the charge, diesel
cars would have required Euro 6 engines (post 2015) or Euro
4 petrol engines (post 2006).
The announcement raised concerns well beyond the city
limits with residents in areas such as Bitton, Siston and Wick
worried about increases in rat-runs as motorists looked to
The site of the Hengrove Park development
avoid the city. The consultation received more than 8,500
responses from the public (more than Birmingham, it was
announced at last week’s Cabinet meeting) and last
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December, the Cabinet asked for further traffic modelling to
be carried out as well as a review of the proposed boundaries
of the charging zone.
Last week it was announced that a Class C CAZ, together
with more traffic management measures, could achieve the
same reductions in NO2 levels. While taxis, buses, vans,
lorries and coaches will still have to pay if they don’t have
emission compliant engines, critically, private cars are not
included in a Class C CAZ. As we reported last week, the
revised proposals considered by B&NES Council included
traffic lights installed in the Queen Square area and an
extension of the zone to include the Pulteney Estate and
Sydney Gardens area. A range of financial incentives,
including grants to households and interest free loans to
businesses to change to compliant vehicles, as well as an
extension of Park & Ride operating hours (and even secure
overnight parking at park and rides) are also included in the
latest measures.
At a packed council chamber last Tuesday (5th March) the
Cabinet was seemingly damned if it did and damned if it
didn’t as a succession of speakers (B&NES councillors,
business owners and local residents) took turns to either
praise the council’s U-turn on policy or decry it. With council

elections on the horizons there were also accusations of not
wanting to upset voters.
The decision to adopt the Class C CAZ was unanimous and
B&NES will now move on to the formal implementation
with bids for central government funding for the package of
measures, estimated to cost more than £40m. The target date
for implementation is December 2020.

B&NES set to declare
a climate emergency
Bath & North East Somerset Council will tomorrow
(Thursday) be debating whether to declare a climate
emergency, like Bristol and other councils have.
The joint motion from Lib Dem councillor Rob
Appleyard and Conservative councillor Mark Shelford
also calls for the council to sign up to the UK100 Pledge
to provide the strategic community leadership needed
to enable communities to achieve 100% clean energy
across all sectors in B&NES by 2030.
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Popular discount shop closing after 20 years
BF Discount Foods in Kingswood will be
closing down next week.
Carole Smart, whose Regent Street shop sells
cut-price cakes, biscuits and sweets, is retiring
after celebrating her 60th birthday last week.
She opened the shop 20 years ago with her late
mother Geraldine Ford and friend Helen.
Carole worked with her mum, known as Ger,
for 18 years, and her photo remains on display
in the store.
Carole said: “My lovely staff Keirston and
Frances have also worked here for years. We

The shop is closing after 20 years
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are like a big family with all our customers.
We will miss them so much.”
She says customers have been upset to learn
that the shop is closing and there will be a
party there this Saturday (16th) for regulars
before it closes its doors next Saturday (23rd).
Both Keirston and Frances have found other
jobs. Meanwhile Carole, who lives in Bitton,
says her eight grandchildren will be keeping
her busy. Her husband Dave runs Brislingtonbased Bristol Foods and will continue to work
suppling local businesses.

Carole’s late mum
Geraldine Ford worked in
the shop too

Carole on the right, with Frances, left, & Keirston
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Sunday
afternoon walk
The next Sunday footpath walk organised jointly by
Bitton and Hanham Abbots parish councils will be on
Sunday 24th March.
Meeting at Swineford Picnic Area for a 2.30pm set-off,
this very hilly walk will be to Upton Cheyney, North
Stoke, Pipley Wood and back.
Each walk last around three hours. If you bring a dog,
you will be responsible for keeping it on a lead where
appropriate.
People are asked not to park in the nearby Swan pub
car park. Anyone under 16 should be accompanied by
an adult.
Walks are led by Clive Brett who can be contacted by
email at clive@brett.org.uk or on 07434 869429.

South Glos Council to
invest £78m in schools
over the next 4 years

Ongoing action to
improve Kingswood
town centre

South Gloucestershire Council Cabinet last week approved
an updated Capital Programme that will see £77.86m
invested in schools across the district on major projects that
will increase the number of places available and improve the
learning environment for thousands of pupils over the next
four years The funding is the largest ever investment into
schools made by the council and includes £10.6m for an allthrough (ages four-18) school at Lyde Green, £6.55m on
enlarging Frenchay CE Primary School, £7.5m in
maintenance funding for schools across South
Gloucestershire, and £7.2m for a range of projects to
upgrade existing school buildings and facilities.

Another walkabout will be held in Kingswood town
centre tomorrow (Thursday) to highlight ways it can be
improved.
Anyone with an interest is welcome to meet outside Boswells
in Regent Street at 10am. The aim of the walkabout as always
is to identify and take ownership of any improvements that
can be made to the physical appearance of the area.
The walkabout will be led by the chairman of the Friends of
Kingswood Park, Jim Whittaker and among those expected
to take part are local councillors, South Gloucestershire
Council officers, the police and representatives of other local
organisations.

LETTERS
Throughabout is the best
long-term solution
Dear Editor
In response to last week’s article on the
public consultation for changes to the
junction for A4174 Ring Road, Wraxall
Road and Tower Road, and the rather
politically motivated comments against our
attempts to improve the busy area, I would
suggest residents look at the bigger picture.
This project is something that residents have
called for, for many years, and we are proud
to be working towards the delivery of that,
something Labour talked about but never
delivered on during their time in power.
The Labour local election candidates are
quite mistaken on two things, suggesting that
the consultation only offers one option, when
there are always at least two – do the work
or don’t – and in their assessment that cost-

effectiveness is an opinion, it is a fact!
This proposal is not just a kneejerk reaction;
officers from the Council and the West of
England Combined Authority, alongside the
Highways Agency, have spent a considerable
amount of time working through the list of
options and we now have the best long-term
solution, which we are taking to the public.
We don’t want to be revisiting it in a few
years’ time, we want to get it right now.
The Council Administration’s ongoing work
with the Combined Authority is responsible
for plans having reached this stage, as well
as delivering a range of other positives, and
I want to thank everyone involved.
I would ask that as many people take part in
the public consultation as possible to give us
the clearest public opinion on the proposals
design for this junction.
Cllr Colin Hunt
South Gloucestershire Council Cabinet

Member for Planning, Transport and
Strategic Environment

Ring road junction works
would cause chaos
Dear Sir
With reference to the Wraxall Road ring road
junction. If the latest proposal is permitted
there will be absolute chaos with diversions
while the work is undertaken.
All that is required is two sets of traffic lights
– from Aspects and Warmley. When these
are on red, traffic can pull out of Tower Lane
and Wraxall Road.
David Watch, North Common

Do roundabouts need 24hour control?
Dear Sir
Here we go again. More plans to solve the

Sudoku
1-Easy

traffic ‘problems’ on the ring road and the
Wraxall Road/Tower Lane roundabout – this
time with a cool £5m or so of someone else’s
money. For how long each day is there
actually a problem? Two hours? Four hours?
As someone who has regularly sat alone late
at night at a red light on successive
roundabouts along the ring road, I have often
wondered how many of those junctions need
24-hour control.
As everyone seems to have belatedly woken
up to the effects of air pollution on our
health, why hasn’t anyone at South
Gloucestershire Council mentioned that the
worst polluting vehicles are the ones in
stationary traffic.
How much would it cost just to switch the
traffic lights off outside of the rush hours?
Probably a lot less than £5m.
D Johnson

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 17th March

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Why consult if they don’t
listen to our views?
Dear Stephen
Back in August 2018 South Glos Council put
out a consultation about proposed waiting
restrictions and yellow line markings around
Oldland and North Common.
Many people responded with views on how
to cure some of the parking problems around
the area and the views given were by
residents who suffer from bad parking of
vehicles. Most of them were rejected, mainly
down to the cost of painting lines or the
council engineer who didn't agree.
The council are spending hundreds of
pounds of our money painting double yellow
lines around junction corners where in 32
years of living here I have never seen a
vehicle parked. To get around parking
restrictions, vehicles park on the pavement
(a police problem. according to the council)
or on grass areas (nothing the council can do
as there is no law against it.)
Many respondents asked for the yellow lines
to be extended by a few metres to help cure
a problem like the junctions at each end of
Westcourt Drive. I asked if the yellow lines
proposed as you approach the junction with
Court Road could be extended so you are not
on the wrong side of the road passing parked
cars as you come to the junction. This was
rejected as it would have to go to further
consultation and the budget would not cover
the extra paint required.
I asked for a double yellow line to be
extended by three metres to cover my
driveway to deter school run parking across
my driveway. This was rejected due to costs
and the council does not put markings across
driveways as again it is a police matter if it
is blocked. West Street has just been
resurfaced and two random driveways have
had double yellow lines put across them for
no apparent reason. Why?
The council again did not listen to the
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residents’ views and are wasting money on
yellow lines which are white elephants, so
what is the purpose of a consultation if the
council do not take on any of the views
raised?
Nick
Oldland Common

Rees-Mogg should support
PM and her deal
Dear Stephen
I have some sympathy with the
correspondent who is not too happy with
Jacob Rees-Mogg.(Issue 565).
As a newly-joined Conservative member, I
am well aware the MP is his own worst
enemy. I have had some discussion with
another new Conservative activist who tried
to warn me not to tangle with Rees-Mogg.
But obviously I will have to deal with him
and one of the things I want to do is appeal
to him to support the PM and her deal as the
only pragmatic motion available for
departing Europe with any measure that
protects vulnerable communities.
I made a choice of joining the Conservative
Party. I will back up the PM any way I can,
as all Conservative members should do so.
The deal is the only way forward.
Stephen Farthing

community programme, which tackles
loneliness and isolation in the area and has
done since 2016. It is therefore not connected
with ACE Neighbours.
The gentleman featured in the article, Roger
Clark, was indeed one of the hard-working
group members that put a lot of work into
this development for Aquaterra, the charity
that manages the Somerdale Pavilion, and
has made it the success it is today.
Patrick Shanahan
General Manager
Somerdale Pavilion

Thank you for helping me
after I tripped
Dear Sir
I tripped on an uneven paving stone on
Temple Street in Keynsham. I hurt myself
badly and had to go to hospital.
I want to thank the staff at Andrews Estate
Agents for their care and concern. Also the
off-duty paramedic who stepped in to help
the ambulance crew and my dear friends Sue
and Alan Matthews who wiped away my
tears and gave love and comfort.
Thank you all.
Helen Steele

Project clarification

Are residents living on
Planet NIMBY?

Dear Editor
With regard to your article in Issue 565,
headlined ‘Getting out more can be daunting
– but help is at hand,’ I am writing to
highlight a reference that might be
misleading for readers.
The article refers to the Somerdale Shed and
includes a picture of the same. Whilst it is
always good to hear about new initiatives
within Keynsham, I would like to point out
that the Somerdale Shed project is a feature
of Aquaterra’s Step Out, Move On

Dear Stephen
What utter rubbish coming out of Lyde
Green in regard to the expansion of the
Science Park.
I don’t live in Lyde Green but have family
living there; we all knew more than four
years that the Science Park was going to
become even bigger so I cannot understand
why and how theses residents did not know.
My only thinking is they live on another
planet called NIMBY.
Steve of Downend

Step out to support charity
working in Kenya
Dear Becky
The Maji Safi charity was set up by two of
my good friends in Bristol who work
amazingly hard for it and have just returned
from Kenya.
Mike Radford and Linda Greenland started
Maji Safi Projects following a Kenyan
holiday in 1999. Since then a small dedicated
committee has worked tirelessly to provide
schooling facilities, teachers and support for
families and their children in two villages in
Kenya. The charity, which became registered
in 2004, has been helped in many ways.
These range from individual sponsors of
children, direct help from organisations local
to Bristol, fundraising events, and visits to
the schools which provide hands-on help
with the building of the schools and
interaction with the children. The project
name, ‘Maji Safi’, means 'clean water' in
Swahili. The Maji Safi Barn Dance at Ashton
Park School is a major annual fundraiser,
with the Cats Whiskers band and callers
Mike Courthold and Dave Leverton. It takes
place on Saturday 27th April at 8pm. Tickets
are £8.50 which includes a ploughman’s
supper. There will be a bar and African crafts
on sale. Tickets are available by emailing
lindagreenand@hotmail.com or calling Dave
Byett on 01934 835435.
All proceeds will go to the Maji Safi charity,
and no management charges are made.
Alison Thomas

Trespassers are risking
their lives
Dear Editor
In 2016 Golden Valley Fishing Club
acquired the land to the rear of the Bitton
Mill site as part of the planning process and
was subject to the site being maintained as a
wildlife conservation area.
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LETTERS
The site had previously been used as a
dumping ground for spoil which was
excavated to make way for the old factory to
be extended. Some of the spoil heaps reach
a height of four to five metres. The
developers also erected a bat house and
installed owl and other bird boxes, as well as
snake refuges at considerable cost.
The site also contains a stretch of the River
Boyd with depths up to two metres including
a weir and considerable vertical drop-offs.
There are also two lakes approximately 1.8
metres deep, as well as a third lake which
from time to time dries out but is surrounded
by fallen trees, all of which make the site
dangerous, especially to younger children.
Since GVFC acquired the site (which has no
public right of access) we have repeatedly
tried to secure our boundary but trespassers
have repeatedly thwarted our efforts,
including the destruction of two barbed wire
fences and vandalising the bat house.
The Bitton Mill site is a growing housing
development and there are bound to be a
number of children living there. If they see
people entering the site through unauthorised
access points, they are going to be tempted
to follow suit, not realising the dangers they
are exposing themselves to.
John Jarrett
President, Golden Valley Fishing Club

Labour will end this
indignity for female
patients
Dear Becky
Labour has revealed that North Bristol NHS
Trust does not have a policy for providing
sanitary products to women during
menstruation – and neither does any trust in
England.
A Freedom of Information request was sent
to NHS Trusts in England to ask whether
they have a policy on providing sanitary

products during menstruation, for free, to
inpatients in hospitals. Not a single of the
137 NHS Trusts responding said they had a
policy on providing sanitary products to
women in hospitals. Speaking at the AllParty Parliamentary Group on Women’s
Health Annual Conference, Jonathan
Ashworth MP, Shadow Health and Social
Care Secretary, said he will commit to
introducing a Women’s Health Strategy in
government and will join Shadow Health
Minister Paula Sherriff in announcing that
the next Labour government will ensure that
period supplies are available in every trust
providing inpatient care in England.
The Labour Party would also ensure that
trusts provide clear information to patients
on how to access sanitary products in the
literature distributed prior to a planned stay
in hospital. A lack of menstrual products is
leading to profound inequalities for women
across England, with some Trusts directing
patients to products in hospital shops and
others making decisions on a ‘case-by-case’
basis or as part of ‘dignity in care’.
Despite numerous trusts stating in their FoI
responses that sanitary products can be
provided to patients on demand by asking
ward staff, there is currently no formal
process for doing so.
Going into to hospital is already a difficult
and worrying time for most people, but for
women who can’t afford sanitary products or
haven’t had time to pack any supplies it is
especially troubling. Patients aren’t asked to
bring in their own toilet paper, or their own
food, so why are they being asked to do that
with sanitary products? NHS Trusts should
recognise this and fully support women. It’s
a matter of basic dignity.
Labour has led the way in tackling period
poverty and I’m shocked that Cossham
Hospital is not routinely providing sanitary
products to women who need them.
I’m really proud that Labour is announcing
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that when we’re in government, we’ll ensure
supplies are available for all women in all
hospitals across England. No female patients
should be let down during their hospital stay
because of a lack of sanitary products.
Nicola Bowden-Jones
Labour PPC for Kingswood

MP’s actions speak louder
than his words
Dear Editor
On stepping down after 16 years as a
councillor for part of Kingswood, one thing
I shall certainly not miss, but sadly one
which I am certain will persist, is the rank
hypocrisy from certain quarters of the local
Conservative Party.
The latest bout of this unwelcomed festering
disease is doing the rounds right now thanks
to our MP Mr Skidmore. His pre-election
leaflets and a scattering of personally
addressed letters on House of Commons
headed notepaper (the latter almost certainly
printed and delivered at the taxpayers'
expense) are informing us of a pot of money
heading Kingswood's way under the banner
of a 'Love our High Streets' initiative.
All well and good, except for the fact that Mr
Skidmore's actions speak a lot louder than
his words. He loves Kingswood's High Street
so much that he moved his office and his
staff to Hanham two-and-a-half years ago,
leaving a run-down and empty premises in
his wake.
Cllr Andy Perkins

Safe return of lost cash
Dear Sir
I wish to express my thanks to the gentleman
who picked up a sum of money I had
inadvertently dropped.
He went to make inquiries of a member of
staff at the local Post Office who fortunately
recognised the writing on the enclosed slip

and was able to suggest its origin, leading to
the subsequent safe return. Thank you once
again to everyone concerned.
C Sutton

Support for car park
Dear Sir
As a regular user of Willsbridge Mill, I am
very interested in the planning application
for the new car park, of which I am very
much in favour.
Imagine my dismay when I checked the
application this week, to find that only
negative comments are shown. I am
disgusted by this and have complained to the
council in another comment which probably
will not be shown either. Is this how the
council works, only showing comments that
support its own point of view? This is biased
and unfair. I shall watch with interest to see
if the positive comments appear.
Glinys Toop

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any political
or commercial interest. We aim to produce
a balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try
to keep letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk
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First regional transport
forum is packed out
Saltford Station, rural bus services, Parkway Station and
metrobus were among the topics raised at the first West
of England Combined Authority (WECA) Transport
Forum held in Keynsham last week.
While South Gloucestershire Council used to hold similar
events prior to the establishment of the combined authority,
the concept has now been adopted by WECA with venues
rotating among the three regional local authorities.
A full house at The Space was given an update on the aims
of the Joint Local Transport Plan for the region which is
currently out to consultation, before James Freeman,
Managing Director of bus firm First West of England, and
Dan Oakey, from First GWR, discussed the challenges facing
their operations in the area.
James Freeman began by reminding the audience that First
was not a local authority but a commercial operation and,
with particular reference to the recent problems with the 179
bus, services that don’t pay cannot be kept running.
Responding to a question about the now defunct 38 service
(from Park Estate, Keynsham to Bath) he highlighted the
success of the evening taxi service which connected with the
39 at Keynsham Church as one way forward in dealing with
public transport links for rural communities. Despite
employing 1,400 drivers in the region, he said recruitment
remains the biggest challenge for First, while congestion in
recent months has been made worse by roadworks in central
Bristol and even as far out as Saltford.

Hailing the success of the three metrobus routes as
“exceeding all expectations” in terms of passenger numbers,
he also highlighted changes on bus services between
Thornbury and Bristol which had cut some journey times in
half and seen passenger growth as a consequence.
Dan Oakey, Regional Development Manager for First Great
Western, apologised for the disruption which has been caused
to local and inter-city rail services over the last two years as
both the network and the train operations have gone through
significant upheaval. With new rolling stock and the
completion of the Filton four-tracking, he said the punctuality
is returning to acceptable levels.
Regional Mayor Tim Bowles added that an announcement
was expected very shortly on the Bristol East junction
improvements which are key to increasing frequency on the
Severn Beach to Bath/Westbury service. But in answer to one
question, Mr Oakey stressed that ensuring there is a reliable
service through Keynsham is the initial priority before
contemplating more trains or stopping more express trains at
the station.
Asked by Mark Shelford, B&NES Cabinet member
responsible for transport, about the possibility of ‘offmainline’ platforms at a re-opened Saltford Station, Mr
Oakey sounded a note of caution. As the train operator, he
said GWR would be pleased to work with any organisation
bringing forward the station but warned that any promoter
would face challenges with “a busy piece of line” and would

Crossword
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ACROSS

DOWN

1. Foyer (9)

2. Cricket team (6)

9. Inside (6)

3. Metal container (3,3)

10. Eager (4)

4. Dance form (6)

11. Pine, yearn (4)

5. Wound dressing (4)

12. Ditch (6)

6. Occupy completely (7)

13. Tardy (7)

7. Robe (4)

16. Soon (4)

8. Model (9)

17. Pulls behind (4)

13. Trifle (9)

18. Furrow (3)

14. Feel affection (4)

20. Consumed (3)

15. Twelve (5)

21. Assist (4)

18. Irritate (4)

23. Applaud (4)

19. Montage (anag.) (7)

25. In no place (7)

22. Walk unsteadily (6)

26. Fringing (6)

23. Swiss house (6)

29. Compass point (4)
30. Weaving frame (4)

24. Melodic recitative
(mus.) (6)

31. Restricts (6)

27. Sport (4)

32. Surgical
procedure (9)

28. Pant (4)

need to work on the network around the station.
Connectivity between bus and rail was in fact a key part of
each speaker’s presentation. Mr Freeman contrasted the ease
of transferring from train to bus in Bath with the situation at
Temple Meads, while Colin Hunt, Cabinet member
responsible for transport at South Gloucestershire Council,
said the council was working closely with First, GWR and
Network Rail to turn Parkway Station into a proper transport
hub for the future.

Downend’s Annual
Assembly
Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council invites
local residents to this year’s Annual Assembly which
will be taking place on Thursday 21st March at
Badminton Road Methodist Church.
This is a public meeting and an opportunity for you to
come along and have your say. The event will be held
at 7.30pm.
Refreshments will be provided.
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Keynsham residents get first
option to buy apartments

Community groups
flourish at museum
Kingswood Heritage Museum is preparing its
new exhibits for the 2019 season, starting in
April.
And in the meantime the community groups
it hosts continue to flourish – and they are
always looking for new members.
The groups are:
• Ladies DIY Club: on Mondays it is the
women's turn in the museum workshop,
where the machines can be used by members
for their own projects, or to contribute to joint
work.
• Tools for Self Reliance: the workshop is
used on Tuesdays by volunteers who refurbish
tools and sewing machines to be sent to Africa
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to help local workers earn their living.
• Men in Sheds: members meet every
Thursday to carry out their own projects or
take part in any group work of their choice.
• Knitters and Natter (pictured): these gettogethers take place on Monday mornings
when members bring their own knitting,
crochet or needlework.
Anyone interested in joining any of the groups
should get in touch with the museum, by
email at kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com or
by phoning 0117 9605664.
The museum is at Tower Lane, Warmley, just
off Avon Ring Road (Cadbury Heath exit).
Buses 19, 19a, 42 and 43 stop nearby.

People living in Keynsham will be able
to secure one of the first 20 properties
to be released in the redeveloped
former council offices, a week before
they go on general sale.
Riverside View is a key part of the
regeneration of Keynsham and will
provide a total of 95 studio, one and twobedroom apartments. When the
redevelopment was launched last July, the
original aim was for sales to start at the
beginning of 2019 with the first
properties occupied by the spring.
Now, the first apartments will go on sale

next month with Keynsham residents
enjoying a week’s advantage from
Monday 15th April.
Prices start at £170,000 through to
£350,000. Residents who wish to
purchase one of the new Riverside View
apartments during the early release will
only be allowed to buy one property
and will not be able to purchase for buy
to let.
They will also need to provide proof of
local residency, such as a utility bill. The
apartments will go on sale to the general
public on Monday 22nd April.
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Trilogy charting the history of
Fry’s is launched at Somerdale
The Chocolate Quarter at Somerdale in Keynsham has
played host to a book launch which gives the definitive
history of the Fry business and the family that ran it.
Author David Williams was in the foyer of The Chocolate
Quarter last Wednesday to sign copies of the three-volume
Frys of Bristol and explain the origins and purpose behind
his story of the business and the Quaker Fry family who
were involved in it - from apothecary Joseph Fry, who
dispensed chocolate as a medicine, through to the firm’s

David giving a talk
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takeover by Cadbury in 1935.
David researched the Fry business for his PhD 50 years
ago and following his successful career in business he
decided to publish his work about the once great Bristol
institution.
The first volume is called Foundations and covers the
years from 1728-1870. The second is Growth (1870-1914)
and the third is Decline (1914-1935). The first volume is
dedicated to his late wife, Joyce.
Among the people attending the launch, at which there
was also an exhibition of Fry memorabilia, were former
employees and Cosmo Fry, grandson of Cecil Fry, who
was chairman of JS Fry & Sons for 28 years and hugely
influential in the company’s move from central Bristol to
the Keynsham site.
In 2016 Cosmo Fry helped lay the foundation stone to
mark the start of building work on St Monica Trust’s
redevelopment of the Somerdale site as a retirement
village. He also visited The Chocolate Quarter when it
opened in 2017.
It was the first time David had returned to the Somerdale
site since he carried out his research and he was impressed
with the redevelopment of the site following the closure

David with Cosmo Fry

of Cadbury’s in 2011 after the takeover by Kraft Foods,
now Mondelez International.
To find out how to get copies of the book (£10 per
volume) email hughevans@sky.com

15

B&NES ranks poorly in care
home performance report
25% of care homes in B&NES have a ‘Requires
Improvement’ or ‘Inadequate’ rating from the Care
Quality Commission, according to a new report from the
Independent Age charity.
Although this is an improvement on last year, the district is
still the second worst performer in the South West and in
120th position nationally (out of 151).
Bristol and South Gloucestershire are performing much
better, according to the report, with both in the Top 10 of
most improved local authorities on the previous year.
South Glos is ranked sixth best in England in terms of the
percentage of care homes that are rated as either Requires
Improvement of Inadequate (just 5.3%) while Bristol is
ranked 21st (10.1%).
The report used publicly available CQC inspection data
(taken from January 2019) and found that in the last year,
37% of local authorities have seen care home ratings get
worse.
It says: “This is an extremely concerning trend and a
significant increase on the 22% of local authorities that saw
care home ratings in their area fall between 2017 and 2018.
“With an ageing population and increased pressures on social
care, it is imperative that the social care system is of a
sufficient quality to meet the current and future demands.

This trend shows the system is not ready
and the variation in care home quality is
only increasing. Access to a choice of
good quality care home settings is still
very much a matter of luck.”
The report highlights the “chronic
underfunding” of the system, with social
care spending shrinking by £7bn since
2010, but says money is not the only
issue: “It is essential that a poor rating
triggers urgent, comprehensive action so
that care homes are provided with the
support they need to improve the quality
of care they are delivering.”
Highlighting the findings, Nick Coates,
Lib Dem Parliamentary Candidate for
North East Somerset, who is a care home trustee, said: “Two
years ago the Government promised a Social Care Green
Paper by summer 2017. Then after the General Election they
set up an expert panel.
“The panel have reported and a Green Paper should have
been produced soon after. I was at a social care conference
last autumn and Caroline Dinenage, the Minister, promised
this by December, but still we wait.

Nick Coates

“I know this is a difficult issue but for the residents of our
homes and those receiving care elsewhere, and for their
families, this is an immediate problem. The Government
have required local authorities to be self-funding from 2020
but social care now makes up the vast majority of spending.
In 2019/20 in B&NES this is projected to represent 82% of
the council’s income. As a result spending on social care is
squeezed.”
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN
by just swapping the doors and worktops
Before

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door
replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range
of quality doors, worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and
cleanly by our own local
professional fitters in just
a few days

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade, Gloucester Rd,
Bristol BS7 8AL

9.59/10

Over 290 reviews on

See what our customers have to say
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Quiz in
aid of
Christian
Aid
Everyone is welcome at
this year's Christian Aid
Quiz on Friday 29th
March at St Dunstan's
Catholic Church in
Keynsham at 7.30pm.
The cost is £3 a head
and there will be a £20
team prize. Come as a
team or an individual.
Tea, coffee and nibbles
will be provided and
there will be a raffle.

Parkwall’s ‘Mini Cops’ go litter
picking to help their community
The ‘Mini Cops’ from Parkwall Primary
School in Cadbury Heath went out litter
picking and recycling on the approach golf
course and skate park last week.
The school is one of the first in South
Gloucestershire to join the scheme which is
delivered by members of the local neighbourhood
policing team in partnership with schools and
which encourages children in Year 5 to set a
positive example for their peers, build positive
relationships with their local police team, and help
out in their school and wider community.
The Parkwall pupils, who were wearing their
Avon & Somerset police uniforms, were joined by
their local PCSO Libby Speechley, as well as
PCSOs from the Downend area as they are hoping
to set up the scheme with a school there.
Gerry Woodruff, Parkwall Primary School’s
learning and community support worker, said:
“The Mini Cops are on a mission to help save the
planet by choosing litter picking as their first task.
We are working with South Glos Council who
donated bags, pickers and gloves for the children
to use in support of their Big Spring Clean.
“The charity Keep Britain Tidy has launched The
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Great British Spring Clean, so it's wonderful to
think pupils of Parkwall Primary School have
pledged to help clean up Britain.
“As a school we are so proud of our children and
some of these have formed their own litter picking
group to educate the smaller children in the school

and to make sure the grounds are something to be
proud of.”
Year 5 pupil Daniel Cummings added: "I think this
is educating us to be responsible adults when we
grow up and to make sure we always pick our
rubbish up.”
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Parents plan legal challenge
over SEND funding
A group of parents campaigning
for equality in schools for children
with special education needs and
disabilities (SEND) are planning a
legal challenge against South
Gloucestershire Council.
SEND Emergency South Glos say the
council recently made a decision to
introduce a ‘Ready Reckoner’ tool
when deciding how to fund
Education Health and Care Plans.
"This means funding will now be
issued based on predetermined set
amounts for different types of special

educational needs and disabilities.
This is NOT provision to meet the
specific needs of a child.
“This Ready Reckoner has been
developed and is in the early stages
of being implemented. South
Gloucestershire Council will cut £1m
from the top-up fund every year by
using this tool.”
They add: “SEND Emergency South
Glos wants equality for SEND
children in mainstream South Glos
schools. As the Ready Reckoner is
piling more disadvantage on our

vulnerable SEND children, who are
already disadvantaged due to the
nature of their conditions, educational
cuts and an underfunded health
service. These children are being let
down over and over and over again…
Now is time to demand equality for
SEND
children
in
South
Gloucestershire schools.”
Via the CrowdJustice website the
group are looking to raise £2,500 for
a judicial review. So far more than
£900 has been raised. The deadline to
raise the money is 31st March.

Situations Vacant
SMSA required
Chandag Infant School
in Keynsham is looking
for a School Meals
Supervisory Assistant to
join their lunchtime
team either Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday &
Friday or if they can do
1, 2 or 3 of the days.
T: 0117 9864129
for more details.
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Spotlight on proposals for bottleneck junction
People had a chance last Wednesday to find out more
about the £5.9m plans to improve traffic flow at the
Wraxall Road roundabout on the A4174 Ring Road.
There was a good turnout at the first of three local drop-in
sessions when officers from South Gloucestershire Council
were on hand at Warmley Community Centre to answer
questions.
There have been calls for years for action to be taken to make
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the roundabout safer and easier for people to access from
Wraxall Road and Tower Lane.
The West of England Combined Authority has approved an
outline business case for the preferred scheme (see the map
above) on which the public are being consulted. If funding
for the fully signal-controlled ‘throughabout’ with lanes
running through the middle of it is approved, work could
start on improving the bottleneck junction early next year.

The scheme aims to deal with the major anticipated growth
from housing and other development schemes, and people
attending the drop-in session were shown computer
modelling comparing how congestion would look in 2036 if
nothing was done, and if the proposed scheme was
implemented.
The designers say the scheme being proposed would improve
traffic flow on the Ring Road, reduce delays where possible
on the Wraxall Road and Tower Lane approaches, reduce the
number of collisions at the roundabout and also improve
local air quality.
Among those at the first drop-in session was Pat Rooney,
Kingswood councillor and leader of the Labour Group on
South Glos Council. She said she was concerned about
signposting of the proposed layout; people wanting to take
the Cadbury Heath exit from the ring road will have to get
into the left-hand lane to turn right which she is concerned
might make it dangerous to navigate.
She has asked council highways officers for accident figures
relating to road signage from other parts of the country where
there are throughabouts, which are also known as hamburger
roundabouts.
They are in places including Newport, Bracknell and Oxford,
while in Yeovil the busy Westlands roundabout has been
transformed into a throughabout, opening with its new layout
just last month. Drivers were urged to pay close attention to
The Week in • Wednesday 13th March 2019

the signs, signals and road markings, and approach with extra
care while everyone gets used to it, and, according to the
Somerset Live website, the county council said the junction
would be closely monitored over the first few months.
In last week’s issue Labour campaigners called for further
explanation into why three other options that were considered
for the roundabout had been rejected. And at South
Gloucestershire’s Cabinet meeting last Thursday, the Labour
Group asked why there was only one ‘option’ on the table for
Wraxall Road, pointing out that when the M4 Junction 18a
was being presented, the council said that legally it had to
have another option (Pucklechurch) as an alternative to
Emersons Green. The response was that the Wraxall Road
proposal is at the design stage and no other option is required
as it has been decided that this is the preferred one.
The council’s Cabinet Member for Planning, Transport and
Strategic Environment Colin Hunt has defended the proposal
in a letter to The Week In (see page 9) in which he calls it the
“best long-term solution”.
Some residents whose homes back on to the A4174 near the
roundabout are concerned that since vegetation has been cut
back by the side of the ring road, they are suffering more
noise from the road and are worried about increased
pollution. One resident at the drop-in session told us that
heavy traffic sets off sensors on her house alarm.
There is another drop-in session at Warmley Community
Centre today (Wednesday) from 5pm to 7pm. And the
council has announced an additional session has been
scheduled for next Wednesday (20th March) from 3pm to
6pm at Kingswood Heritage Museum in Tower Lane.
Meanwhile you can have your say at http://bit.ly/2SaoGVI
The closing date for comments is 29th March.

The Week in • Wednesday 13th March 2019

More throughabouts –
and a possible flyover?
With major development planned in our region, including
a proposed new M4 Junction 18a to serve the Emersons
Green Enterprise Area and major housing development in
that area, improvements will be needed to roundabouts
along the Ring Road corridor to ease congestion.

In time, they could all become throughabouts, council
officers said at last Wednesday’s drop-in session. And one
of the options being considered for the next roundabout
along from Wraxall Road – Deanery Road, where the ring
road meets the A420 – is for a flyover.

The Deanery Road roundabout
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Stockwood ring road link
was discounted in 1989
Just as in Issue 565 we highlighted that plans for
Keynsham’s one-way system had been doing the rounds
seven years earlier, plans for a southern link road through
Stockwood have been considered for even longer.
In 1989, the Planning, Highways and Transport Committee
of Avon County Council received a petition from 350 local
residents of the Stockwood, Brislington East and Keynsham
East Division which read: “We, the undersigned, are opposed
to the extension to the Avon Ring Road passing through
Stockwood, as it will destroy the open space and Green Belt
environment in and around Stockwood.”
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The background to the petition was consideration being given
in 1989 to linking the A4 and the A370 under which four
different options were being studied for the sector from Hicks
Gate to the A37 at Whitchurch. However, one of these – via
Stockwood Lane – had already been discounted. A
diagrammatic plan illustrating the alternative routes (see
below) was attached to the council report with the
observation: “The Stockwood Route was rejected as
unsuitable but no decision could be made in respect of the
other routes without further investigation and consideration
of further sections of the Avon Ring Road.”
The council’s ‘protected’ option
for the A37 link was via the A4
Bath Road and Callington Road
but, as the committee minutes
notes, no proposals would be
available for consideration before
1992/3.
The West of England Joint Local
Transport 4 which is currently
out to public consultation,
proposes a link road from Hicks
Gate, past Stockwood, crossing
Queen Charlton Lane and
Woodland Lane to join the A37
just south of Whitchurch Village.

Eight-hour challenge
raises £10,000
for charities
An eight-hour cycling challenge has raised more than
£10,000 for two charities.
46-year old Lisa Leonard, an exercise instructor who
lives in Kingswood and teaches indoor cycling, led the
challenge at Kingswood Active Lifestyle Centre on
Saturday 23rd February. More than 40 people turned up
at the centre’s cycle studio to pedal alongside Lisa and
her class, with another 60 supporting them throughout
the day. Of the 40 participants, nine completed the full
eight-hour challenge. The funds raised will now be
donated to Cancer Research UK and Bowel Cancer UK,
which hold sentimental value for Lisa and members of
her cycling class.
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Plans to redevelop Road closure for
waste depots
water mains work
Plans to close Keynsham’s Ashmead Road
waste transfer station and relocate the depot
to the nearby Pixash Lane waste and
recycling centre are part of a package of
proposals being proposed by B&NES
Council.
The council has recommended a £1.9m

feasibility study into relocating both the
Ashmead Road depot and Bath’s Midland
Road waste depot to Pixash Lane where a new
waste and recycling transfer station would be
constructed. The plans also include a proposal
to build a brand new public household reuse
and recycling centre at Odd Down, serving
residents of Bath and the
surrounding area.
Detailed designs will be
drawn up which will then be
submitted
for
planning
approval.
The council says the current
waste facilities at Midland
Road in Bath are outdated and
no longer fit for purpose.
Space is also constrained at
Ashmead Road.
Relocating the Midland Road
operations will, subject to
planning permission, also free
up the site to provide new
housing to help meet
increasing demand in Bath
city centre.
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There are further roadworks in the Wick
area this week with a five-day closure of
part of Bury Lane which started on
Monday.
Bristol Water is carrying out mains laying
work. The alternative route being suggested
by South Gloucestershire Council is Church
Road, Doynton Lane, Lower Street, Sands
Hill, the A46, A420 London Road and vice
versa. Meanwhile there are traffic lights on
the A420 through Wick as flood drainage
works continue.

And remedial works with two-way traffic
lights have been carried out over the last
fortnight on Abson Road between Wick and
Pucklechurch
following
major
improvements to the drainage system there
last year which saw the road closed for
several months.
At one section near the junction with Lodge
Road, standing water was not dispersing
very well so the road has now been
reshaped slightly so it raised in the centre
and water runs off into the gulleys.
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Bid to get
Hanham Hills
path added
to map
A decision will be made tomorrow (Thursday) on whether a
Hanham Hills footpath which locals say has been in use since
1959 should be added to the definitive map.
The claimed route runs from Footpath PHA 28, 74 metres
north of its junction with Court Farm Road, to join with
Footpath PHA 22, 165 metres north of its junction with Court
Farm Road. The claimed footpath is a total distance of 373
metres.
A total of 22 user evidence forms detailing public use from
1959 through to 2017, and documentary evidence of an aerial
photograph showing a clearly marked track, were submitted
in support of the application.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Public Rights of Way &
Commons Registration Sub-Committee is being advised by
the Director of Environment and Community Services to
agree to the modification. If an order is made it will be
advertised and representations and objections made within a
set time.

Warning
over rogue
traders
Keynsham Walking
Football scores with
wellness grant
Keynsham Walking Football has just received a £750 grant
from the Bath & North East Somerset Community Wellness
Fund.
The club is one of a dozen local organisations to receive a
share of more than £16,000 of grants to improve mental ill
health and loneliness across the area.
Club secretary Martin Coles said: “Keynsham Walking
Football Club welcomes people over 50 to play the game
at their own pace, improving health and wellbeing and
being part of a community club. The club is run by its
members and over the last four years membership has
grown from just 10 to over 100.
“At present we have up to 70 players aged over 55 coming
along each week. This funding will help us pay for more
goal posts and this will give us more pitch space so we’ll
be able to welcome more players.
“We are hoping to expand numbers to enable us to run an
Over 70s team.”

There have been several reports of rogue traders
operating throughout the South Gloucestershire and
Bath and North East Somerset area recently.
A resident of Pettigrove Road, Kingswood, paid £800
to have some guttering fixed after responding to a
leaflet put through the door and police say rogue traders
are also active in the Filton area.
On Thursday 14th February some men came to work
on trees in Lansdown Place West in Bath. The resident
was unhappy with the work and contacted the company
who said that they had no record of that address or the
website that was used to engage the workmen. Items
from the home were missing after the workmen were
allowed in to use the toilet.
And a man called at a home in The Glebe,
Timsbury, on Wednesday 13th February and asked the
elderly resident if he wanted the drive cleared of weeds.
The victim paid £300 in cash in advance, and the
offender has since returned a number of times
demanding a further £200, despite very little work
being done.
If anyone has any information about the incidents
mentioned here contact the police on 101.
Police say residents should be aware of any door-todoor salespeople and only employ local trusted
companies. You have the right to have a 14-day cooling
off period before any work is started, and don’t let the
caller panic you into having any work done by claiming
it’s an emergency. Contact your local council’s Trading
Standards office if you want advice.

Junction PHA 22 (left) and claimed route (right

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where
you can expect to see police mobile
speed cameras this week (starting 11th
March).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on the B3116 Wellsway,
Park Road, Charlton Road and
Coronation Avenue; in Saltford on
Manor Road; on the A431 Kelston Road;
on the A37 at Pensford; on the A39 at
Corston; on Timsbury Road at
Farmborough.
Bristol:
In Brislington on West Town Lane and
the A4174 Callington Road; in St
George on the A420 Bell Hill
Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Crews
Hole Road, Beaufort Road, Furber Road
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and Nags Head Hill; in Hengrove on
Tarnock Avenue; in Stockwood on
Hollway Road, Sturminster Road and
Stockwood Lane; also on Whitchurch
Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road,
California Road and Long Beach Road; in
Hanham on Abbots Road and Whittucks
Road; at High Street and Mill Lane in
Oldland; in Bitton on the A431 Bath Road
and Cherry Garden Road; on the A420 at
Wick; on Bromley Heath Road in
Downend; on the A432 Badminton Road
south of the A4174 Avon Ring Road and
at Kendleshire; on Gloucester Road in
Staple Hill; at Parkwall Road in Cadbury
Heath and Victoria Road in North
Common.
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Schoolgirl
A ray of Sunshine
donates her hair
to cancer charity
Lois Vicary, a Year 2 pupil at Chandag Infant
School in Keynsham, had her long hair cut
during half term and donated it to the Little
Princess Trust.

The charity uses donated hair to make wigs
for children and young people who’ve lost
their hair due to illness or cancer
reatment.

Before
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After

Autism can be difficult for families who
have a member living with the condition.
However, for Julie Thomas and her son
Joel, it was an incident which occurred 10
years ago that inspired her to run her own
café for and by people with communication
and autistic difficulties.
While stopping for a coffee in Bristol,
Julie’s son, then aged four, became
unsettled and noisy causing another
customer to comment: “If that was my son,
I would give him a good whack.” This
outburst by the unsympathetic and
impatient customer gave Julie the idea to
run her own establishment helped by
amongst other people, those who are on the
autistic spectrum.
The Sunshine Salad Bar opened its doors at
the beginning of the year above the
Kingswood Market in Regent Street. It is
run by Julie and a variety of willing young
helpers. There is a corner in the spacious
café set aside for children and young people
to play with toys and games and read books.
As Julie says: “This is not a gourmet
restaurant, nor is it particularly fast food. It
is, however, freshly prepared and homemade, plus the coffee is always fresh.”
Her aim is to engender a comfortable

atmosphere for both parents and children
while also providing a variety of meals for
all. She welcomes any suggestions that
customers may have and will do all she can
to accommodate those with varied diets.
The cheerful and welcoming eatery is also
a place to experience the artistic endeavours
of local artist Kisa, whilst meeting with
other carers and sharing tips and successes
of mutual experiences.
The next step is to provide social outings
and organised art and craft sessions. For
those interested there will be a family social
and crafts session at Sunshine Café on
Saturday 23rd March between 1pm and
3pm.
Anyone interested should contact Julie on
the Sunshine Facebook page.
Christine Rogers
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New director for band
The Crofts End Silver Band now has a new
musical director. Allen St John officially
took up the baton from temporary director
Colin Cunliffe at the memorial concert in
memory of the band’s former chairman
Reg Hall.
The band has a range of ages and abilities,
including very experienced as well as new
and returning players. The aim is to play
purely for enjoyment at its weekly Friday

evening sessions, but the band does take
part in a number of community events
during the year.
Returning players are very much
welcomed and the band does have some
instruments available for loan. Members
meet at the United Reformed Church in
Tabernacle Road, Hanham, from 7.30pm.
For more information go along to one of
the sessions or call 0794 488 7979.

The Week In
readers’ survey
A big thank you to more than 300 of you
who took the time to complete our recent
Readers’ Survey which appeared in Issue
563 and 564. The two winners of a Kindle

Fire 7 prize were Mr G Cooper from
Keynsham and Alan Crinson who lives in
Radstock and regularly picks up his copy
of The Week In at Bath Bus Station.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Pub extension
plan approved
A scheme that it is hoped will ensure the
long-term survival of the White Harte Inn
at Bridgeyate has been approved by South
Gloucestershire Council.
Alterations and major extension work to the
Grade II listed building on Bridgeyate
Common can now go ahead to provide a
restaurant plus the addition of a ‘Speakeasy’
style bar.
The plans also include a new improved
kitchen and better toilets in a new position

including a wheelchair-accessible WC.
A report prepared as part of the planning
application said the pub had struggled in
recent times, and it is hoped the proposed
better dining experience and new bar will
help the White Harte compete successfully
with the pubs around.
Council planners felt that the proposed
extensions would appear as wellproportioned and natural additions to the
building.
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Kingswood Library
to close for 3 weeks
for relocation
Kingswood Library will be closed from Monday 18th
March to Sunday 7th April as it relocates to a new
home at the nearby Civic Centre where building work
has been taking place to accommodate it.
The nearest alternative South Gloucestershire libraries
are in High Street, Hanham, Broad Street in Staple Hill,
and School Road, Cadbury Heath. These three libraries
all have Open Access, enabling those registered to use
the library seven days a week at times when they are
unstaffed.
When it opens at its new home, staffed hours will be
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am to
5.30pm and Saturdays from 9.30am to 1pm.
Open Access hours will be from 8am to 10am and
5.45pm to 7.30pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, from 8am to 7.30pm on Tuesdays and
Fridays, from 1.15pm to 7.30pm on Saturdays and from
8am to 7.30pm on Sundays.
Throughout the temporary closure, public computer
access will be available at Kingswood Civic Centre on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 8.45am to
5pm, and on Thursdays and Fridays from 8.45am to
4.30pm.
You will still be able to renew items and place
reservations online, as well as downloading free
eBooks, eAudiobooks and digital magazines at
www.librarieswest.org.uk
Find out more about Open Access, and how to sign up
if you are over 16 at www.southglos.gov.uk/openaccess
Meanwhile we have asked the council what its plans
are for the old library building in High Street.

Saltford Santa Dash
raises over £15,200
More than £15,200 was raised through last
December’s Saltford Santa Dash for two
charities that support young people - Jessie
May and YoungMinds.
Helen Mackie, community fundraiser at the
Kingswood-based Jessie May hospice at home
charity, said: “The Saltford Santa Dash has
supported Jessie May for the past two years and
raised more than £20,000 for our charity in that
time. This has been an astounding boost in
funding for us and we can’t thank the ‘Dash’
committee enough for choosing to support
Jessie May.
“The money raised goes towards funding the
Jessie May nurses who support local families
caring for a terminally ill child. Our caseload of
children continues to grow and we need support
like this to ensure we never have to run a waiting
list; and that families never have to wait for our
nurses’ support.”
YoungMinds is the UK's leading charity fighting
for children and young people's mental health.

Police appeal after attempted
robbery of teenager
Police are appealing for information after a man attempted
to rob a 17-year-old girl of her rucksack in Downend last
Monday (4th March).
The incident happened at approximately 7.05pm. The victim
had got off a bus on Bromley Heath Road before walking
down Bromley Heath Avenue when a man tried to pull her
bag from her shoulders.
The girl resisted and was subsequently pulled to the ground.
A motorist driving past as the incident took place beeped

Motorists praised for their
consideration to pupils

their horn, causing the would-be robber to run off down a
lane next to Pilgrims Way.
The offender is described as white, about 5ft 8in, of average
build and aged in his 20s or early 30s. He was wearing a
black hooded top with baggy black jogging bottoms and
white trainers.
Anyone who recognises the description of the man or who
witnessed the incident is asked to call 101 and provide the
call handler with the reference 5219047619.

Public Notice

The consideration of motorists, including bus drivers,
in allowing around 270 pupils to safely cross the busy
A431 at Longwell Green in the absence of a lollipop
person has been praised.
Local councillor Bernard Jackson was speaking at the
recent meeting of the Hanham & Longwell Green
Community Engagement Forum.
The meeting heard that since the previous lollipop lady
serving Longwell Green Primary School left at the end
of last year, a new one not yet been recruited.
There are currently crossing patrol vacancies across
South Gloucestershire. Visit the council’s website or
call the council’s road safety team on 01454 863611 if
you are interested in finding about more.
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Free holiday playscheme
Bitton Parish Council is again organising
a playscheme for children aged five to 11
during the school Easter holidays.
A wide variety of both indoor and outdoor
activities will be available (weather
permitting).

It will be held at Cherry Garden Primary
School from Monday 8th to Friday 12th
April.
Each session runs from 10am until noon.
There is no need to register in advance
and it is free.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

The Week in • Wednesday 13th March 2019

Garage break-in
A garage in Frampton Court, Longwell
Green, was burgled in the early hours of
Tuesday 5th March.
The door was forced open and a number

of battery power tools stolen.
If you have any information contact the
police on 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Aerials

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Garden Services

Driveways

Garden Services

Guttering

Home
Maintenance

Locksmiths

Builders
Electrical

Handyman
Logs

Appliances

Home
Maintenance

Carpet Cleaning

Motor Services

Architectural
Services

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
30

+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Plastering

Plumbers

Roofing

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Wanted

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Skip Hire

Painting
& Decorating

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Waste Disposal

Plumbers

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
4 weeks = £17
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Tile Services

6 weeks = £16
8 weeks = £15
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

TVs

Windows & Doors

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 6th March 2019
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