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A37 closure will see traffic diverted through Saltford and Keynsham
Three
weeks
of
roadworks begin on the
busy A37 at Pensford on
Monday (11th February),

which will see the
northbound lane closed at
times and traffic diverted
via Saltford, Keynsham

and Brislington.
Bath & North East
Somerset Council is
carrying out a series of

improvements through
the village aimed at
slowing
traffic
and
enhancing facilities for

pedestrians. It follows a
long campaign to improve
road safety.
The closure will affect
New Road/Pensford Hill
from the Chelwood
roundabout
to
the
junction with B3130
Belluton Narrows. The
alternative route is the
A368 – A39 – A39 Bath
Road – A39 Wells Road –
A4 Bristol Road – A4
Bath Road – A4
Keynsham Bypass – A4
Bath Road – West Town

Lane – A4174 Callington
Road – A4174 Wootton
Park – A37 Wells Road –
A37 Bristol Road.
The diversion route for
the road closure is
enormous because of the
heavy goods vehicles that
use the A37.
Work will be carried out
off peak to keep the
village open during the
busy rush hours. The first
and third week of the
works will have traffic
lights. The road closure
will be in the second
week, beginning 18th
February.
This
week
local
councillor Paul May said
he was delighted that the
work was being done.
Continued on page 3
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A37 closure will
see traffic diverted
through Saltford
and Keynsham
Continued from page 1
A letter explaining what’s happening is going to every
home in the village, along with a pass so they can get in
and out during the closure.
He says disruption will be bad for people travelling
through the village and the length of the diversion
probably means a risk of people using local roads.
Working hours will be from 9.30am to 3.30pm. The
work includes new wider crossings for pedestrians above
and below Station Approach.
New kerb lines will be laid on the entrance from Bristol
to narrow the road, erecting a gateway design with
contrasting paving colour.
There will be two Give Way markings coming down the
road, giving the uphill traffic the right of way. This will
slow the traffic coming down.
There will be measures to deter vehicles from mounting
pavements, more pavement space will be created outside
the school entrance and a new pedestrian refuge island
will serve the bus stops near the junction with Short
Lane.
A vehicle activated-sign is also going to be put in on Old
Road in the village where there is a 20mph limit.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Abson Road

Roadworks in Abson
and Wick coincide

Flood drainage works will begin in Wick and Abson on
the same day later this month.
A six-month scheme along the A420 High Street gets under
way on Monday 18th February, one of several in South
Gloucestershire being funded by a £3.35m Governmentfunded scheme to improve drainage and flood protection
system.
The work on the A420 will be between the junctions with
Manor Road and Court Road. The council says most of the
work will be carried out using temporary traffic signals, but
it may need to close the road for limited periods.
The council says it will do everything it can to keep any road
closures to a minimum. Access for residents and businesses
in the High Street will be maintained during any closure
period and a signed diversion route will be in place and

council staff will be on site to offer advice and assistance.
Meanwhile the council says it has been asked by local
residents to carry out some further works to a bend along
Abson Road, between Pucklechurch and Wick. Abson Road
was closed for several months last year while significant
improvements to the drainage system were made, meaning
there is less surface water on the road and a lower risk of
flooding. However, on one section, standing water is not
dispersing as well as the council says it would like. Following
the work already done, it says the only option to improve the
situation is to reshape the road slightly so it is raised in the
centre and water runs off into gulleys.
The remedial work will be carried out using two-way traffic
lights, starting on the 18th, and will take two weeks to
complete.
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Sharon Robbins with her bouquet of flowers. New clerk Kelly Fry is pictured on the left in the back row
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Clerk retires after
serving parish
for 20 years
The clerk of Bitton Parish Council,
Sharon Robbins, has retired after serving
the community for 20 years.
A farewell party was held for her at the new
Oldland Community and Youth Building
behind Redfield Edge Primary School where
a room is named after Sharon in recognition
of her efforts in getting the facility built.
The parish comprises Bitton, Oldland
Common, North Common, Upton Cheyney,
Beach, Swineford and part of Willsbridge
and the gathering was held following the
planning committee meeting last Monday
evening.
Presenting her with gifts including flowers
and Bristol Blue Glass, the chair of the
council Cllr Jane Allinson said: “We are
standing in one of Sharon’s achievements.”
She paid tribute to Sharon for her hard work
and knowledge, adding that the parish owes
Sharon “a debt of gratitude”.

In turn Sharon said the role had been more
than a job as it had enabled her to be part of
the community and do something
worthwhile, and it had been invaluable to be
able to work from home when her children
were growing up. And she praised
councillors, who are all volunteers, saying:
“Bitton is so lucky to have you all.”
Prior to joining Bitton Parish Council,
Sharon was clerk at Hanham Abbots Parish
Council. Her career also involved a spell at
the Planning Inspectorate.
A keen singer, Sharon is a member of City
of Bristol Choir and treasurer of the
Parochial Church Council at Christ Church
in Hanham, where she lives.
Bitton’s new clerk is Kelly Fry, who joins
Bitton from Winterbourne Parish Council
where she was clerk’s assistant. Kelly
previously worked as an administrator at
Longwell Green Community Centre.

Have your say at forum
The next meeting of the Rural North East South Gloucestershire Community
Engagement Forum (CEF) is tomorrow (7th February) from 7pm to 9pm at Warmley
Community Centre.
Everyone is welcome to attend. You can raise any improvements or issues you may
have, or simply come along and listen to what is being discussed for the area.
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Wombles tackle the
sticky problem of gum
Keynsham Wombles’ new project is a Gumdrop bin,
which will be attached to the lamp post at the bottom of
the alley between Church’s and Peacocks - otherwise
known as ‘Chewing Gum Alley’!
B&NES Council will be cleaning all existing gum from the
alley on Sunday (10th February) so that the Wombles can
assess the effectiveness of the bin. In preparation, all the
discarded gum on the first half of the alley has been circled
to try to flag up to people just how much there is.
The Gumdrop bins are made of recycled chewing gum and,
when full of gum, the whole bin and its contents are recycled
into more bins, pens, wellington boots, cups and more.
Meanwhile the next Big Womble in Keynsham is this
Saturday (9th February) from 10am to noon. Meet at
Waitrose car park - concentrating on the A4, the area behind

The snow which started falling on Thursday night shut
schools across our area on Friday, disrupted buses and
other services, and shut Bristol Airport.
Although most main roads were kept clear, with gritting
fleets busy across the network, some side roads and
pavements were treacherous as freezing conditions over
the weekend turned the snow to ice, with temperatures
the lowest we’ve seen this winter.
Extra flights were laid on over the weekend to help
people delayed by the runway closure.
With much of the snow and ice thawing by the end of
the weekend, all schools in South Glos and Bristol were
open again on Monday, as were the vast majority in
B&NES, although a small number remained closed.

Waitrose and Wellsway School playing field.
Then on Saturday 9th March, again from 10am to noon, they
will be meeting in the Lock Keeper gravel car park concentrating on Keynsham Road and the fields surrounding
the river.
As usual, volunteers of all ages are welcome, although under
16s need to be accompanied by an adult at all times.
Equipment is provided for anyone who needs it.
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Snow and ice
cause major
disruption

A snowy Keynsham
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Schools respond after low
league table ranking
The principals of Broadlands Academy in Keynsham and
King’s Oak Academy in Kingswood say performance
tables don’t tell the full picture after both schools were
included on a list of 382 across the country that underperformed in 2018.

James Hall
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The results are based on how pupils did in their GCSEs,
taking into account their progress across eight subjects,
particularly English and maths, and not their achievement.
Both Broadlands and King’s Oak are rated as Good schools
by Ofsted.
This week the principal of Broadlands, James Hall, said:
“The school performance tables are an unfair and
unrepresentative measure for schools that have a very small
cohort. The cohort that completed their GCSEs at Broadlands
Academy in 2018, totalled only 53 students. Each of these
students therefore counts more significantly against the
overall school results than they would in a larger school.
“Discounting just one student's results would bring the
Academy’s overall Progress 8 figure above the -0.5 'floor
level'. Discounting three students would enhance the overall
Progress 8 score significantly and this is the challenge of very
small year groups. Performance tables in these circumstances
do not give credit to the hard work and dedication from
students and staff.
“With the topic of schools 'off rolling' students to improve
their results often being debated in the media, it needs to be
noted that Broadlands Academy does not do this. In fact, we
do the opposite by accepting those who are struggling in

other schools. The curriculum at Broadlands is fully inclusive
and to create this, students' own needs are placed above
performance tables. That should be what education is about.”
He continued: “Broadlands Academy has become an
incredibly popular secondary school and is rapidly growing
in size and new admissions. The Academy has opened its
own nursery school, 'Broadlands Bears', in which students
from the secondary can gain a unique vocational experience.
Alongside the nursery Broadlands now has a small primary
alternative provision on site and is very proud to be the hub
for hospital education across B&NES as well.
“Education is more than results tables, which do not tell the
full picture. This is the first year that Broadlands has dipped
below this floor level and this year group was an anomaly in
that respect. We predict great things again for 2019.”
And Richard Clutterbuck, principal of King’s Oak said, “We
offer four different key stages at King’s Oak and Key Stage
4 was the lowest performing last year by some way, but the
only one for which national results are available for
comparison.
“Progress 8 is an imperfect measure, but at the moment it is
the closest the government has to boiling down schools’
performance to a single figure, so we have to accept that the
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Last job of the season for
Kingswood’s snowman

Richard Clutterbuck

government will publish this data.
“Pupils’ experiences at schools are about much more than
one set of results, but we believe that it is important that
parents have an opportunity to find out about how local
schools have performed in their most recent exams, even if
the results have taken a slight dip for one year.
“We take the exams extremely seriously, of course, as we
recognise how important they are to our students and the
local communities that we serve. While we were disappointed
with last year’s results, we are very confident that the current
Year 11 cohort will do much better. Pupils are working hard
and the strengths of the whole school, from Reception
through to Year 11, were recognised in the most recent Ofsted
report from the inspection in April last year, when the school
was judged to be ‘Good’ overall.”
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Kingswood’s snowman performed his final task of the
season at the end of January by presenting the overall
winners of the town’s snowman hunt with their prize.
A total of 24 Kingswood retailers took part in this year’s
hunt where shoppers had to find decorated snowmen
hidden in shop windows and name them. Everyone who
managed to name the 24 snowmen won a small prize and
could have their names put into the draw to win a larger
prize.
Chris Farrell, a partner in Body Matters and former chair
of the Kingswood Business Association (KBA), drew out
the Simpson family as the lucky winners, and Lisa
Simpson and her sons Jack, eight, and Luke, four, were
presented with their prize by the Kingswood snowman.
KBA secretary Kim Scudamore told The Week In: “The
snowman hunt appears to have been a success, with
retailers telling us it definitely brought new visitors into
their shops. The second Saturday of the hunt was
disappointing as a result of bad weather making it a much
quieter weekend for the shops than they would have
expected.
“We also might have had more participation if the local
schools hadn’t finished so close to Christmas. However,
everyone taking part seemed to have enjoyed it, even if

some of them did need a bit of help to find the more wellhidden snowmen.”
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Just 140 people respond to plans for
Keynsham High Street improvements
Today’s meeting of the B&NES Council Cabinet
(Wednesday) will see the approval of the Keynsham Town
Centre Public Realm Consultations Report, drawn up by
its regeneration team.
As part of the council’s bid for £1.5m of regional funding,
B&NES held a further round of public consultation at the end
of last year to measure reaction to its plans to improve the
appearance and infrastructure along the High Street. The
exercise was advertised in The Week In, leading to a wellattended public event at The Space.
A static display remained in the library until the close of the
consultation process and a dedicated web page set up on
Survey Monkey for online responses. Despite this, the draft
report indicates that the total number of responses was just
140! When B&NES carried out a consultation exercise on
the one-way trial it received over 1,600 responses and a
recent customer survey on the A4 AirDecker bus service
which The Week In helped to promote received over 700.
And just as last year’s one-way trial survey proved
inconclusive, it seems that the pitiful number of respondents
were equally undecided about the council’s subsequent plans
for Keynsham town centre. Last year only 23% wanted to
see the one-way trial made permanent, 39% wanted it
stopped and 30% wanted to see something other than the
one-way trial system which was in place. As has been widely
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reported in previous issues, B&NES then caused controversy
by lumping the 30% in with the 23% who were in favour and
quietly made the trial permanent last October.
Now it appears that of the 140 respondents to the council’s
draft proposals for the High Street, 36% agreed or strongly
agreed, 31% disagreed or strongly disagreed and 29% had
no opinion. While hardly a ringing endorsement for B&NES’
quest for the £1.5m funding it has been conditionally given,
it is clear that for the vast majority of respondents, the same
concerns remain over traffic congestion, parking and public
transport.
The consultation report does acknowledge that some areas
of concern over the draft plans have been taken on board,
with alterations made to the High Street bus stop, pavement
widths and the walk-through to Ashton Way as prime
examples. Other than the small sample size, perhaps the most
damning statistic is the breakdown of the age groups of
respondents. The largest single group was the over-65s which
accounted for 42% of the 140. As for the age groups most
likely to have to live with the consequences of the town
centre regeneration, 6% were aged between 25 and 34, 4%
between 16 and 24 and zero for the under 16s.
Once approved, the full consultation results report will be
available on the dedicated Keynsham page on B&NES
website - www.bathnes.gov.uk/keynsham. As for the town

centre enhancements, the final
business case for
the scheme is due
to be submitted to
the
West
of
England
Local
Enterprise Partnership next month
with
approval
anticipated by the
end
of
May.
Contractors will
then be sought for
work to begin in
spring 2020.

‘Overwhelmed’ by bus survey response
Bath Bus Company Managing Director Martin Curtis says
the company has been overwhelmed by the response to
customer survey carried out at the end of last year. Results
from responses received both on board the A4 Air Decker
service and via The Week In office have almost all been
analysed and a further announcement is due next week.
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New defibrillator now serving
riverside trail and Troopers Hill
The River Avon Trail in Crews Hole is a
regular running, walking and cycling
route used by local people.
Didac Ltd’s Woodwise Academy overlooks
the river and the trail, and the company,
which trains people in furniture and
woodworking skills, found a way of sharing
their 21st birthday with a present to the local
community.
Most of Didac’s staff are trained first aiders
and the company’s Tracy Gibson approached
the Friends of Troopers Hill with an unusual
offer.
Susan Acton-Campbell, chair of Friends of
Troopers Hill, said: “We were quite surprised
to be contacted by Didac Ltd with a generous
offer to match any money we could raise to
fund a defibrillator, accessible 24 hours a

day, by the public, beside the River Avon
Trail, outside the Woodwise Academy along
the side of the river. The more we thought
about it, though, the more it made sense.”
The Friends run regular volunteer
conservation work parties on Troopers Hill
and if anyone had suffered heart failure on
the Hill, the nearest existing defibrillator, at
the time of Didac’s offer, was 1.3 miles away
from Troopers Hill.
Didac is just 0.4 of a mile from Troopers
Hill’s nearest entrance so a defibrillator
could be brought to Troopers Hill from
Didac more quickly than an ambulance
could arrive.
The Friends’ funds, other than grants
allocated for specific projects, rarely exceed
£1,500 which is what they need to be sure

they can run a year’s activities and events on
Troopers Hill. They were able to spare £100
from their fund to donate towards the
defibrillator. The total cost was £2,600 so
they set up a JustGiving page and set about
appealing for the remaining £1,200.
Thanks to the generosity of local people and
businesses the target was reached. Another
Crews Hole business, Jeff’s VW Shack, was
particularly generous, making a £250
donation. A quiz night held by the St George
Liberal Club raised a further £68 and when
the total was close to being reached, a local
resident successfully suggested to her
employer, Western Power Distribution, that
they might like to provide the final amount
of £228. Like most publicly accessible
defibrillators, callers to the emergency

Sudoku
1-Easy

services will be given the access code to the
defibrillator cabinet. No training is needed to
use the defibrillator which is programmed to
sense if a heartbeat is present and only
operates if there is none.
One of the pictures shows exactly where the
defibrillator is. The other shows Martin of
neighbouring business Peels Motorkraft Ltd,
Andrea Duignan of Western Power
Distribution, Natasha Collins who ran the
JustGiving page for the Friends of Troopers
Hill, Susan Acton-Campbell, chair of Friends
of Troopers Hill, Jeff of Jeff's VW Shack, the
most generous donor, Tracy Gibson of Didac
Ltd, and Richard Jones, Charlie Ponsford &
June Barclay who were all responsible for
the donation of proceeds from a quiz night at
the St George Liberal Club.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 10th February

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)

The Week in • Wednesday 6th February 2019

9

LETTERS
Council’s lack of
communication is
worrying?
Dear Stephen
Democracy is failing when public bodies
refuse to communicate plans or answer
simple questions. I wrote to B&NES
councillors Marie Longstaff and Bryan
Organ, asking where I could find the
evidence that BANES cited as their
reason for not being able to deliver a
proportionate scheme for charging
vehicles to help improve the quality of
clean air in Bath.
I had no response from either councillor
to my initial email, no response to a
follow-up email to both. I phoned
Cllr Longstaff and sent a further email
(to her work address because her
B&NES was full) before I received an
'I'll find out' reply; since then, I've heard
nothing.
The Week In and other readers have
highlighted the inability of B&NES to
communicate matters of importance
regarding the one-way system and traffic
'management' in general. Lack of
communication from B&NES seems to
be a widespread and frequent occurrence
and it’s a worrying trend.
Hugh Burchard
Keynsham

Show your support for
dementia charity
Dear Editor
This year, Bristol Dementia Action
Alliance is delighted to have been
chosen to benefit from the Co-op Local
Community Fund.
At a time when funds for charitable
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organisations are becoming more
difficult to access, we’re incredibly
grateful for this opportunity to make a
real difference in Bristol.
We are raising funds to attract volunteers
to help us run information events. These
will help make the public more dementia
aware and give them information about
the varied services which are on offer in
Bristol to help them and their loved ones.
BDAA also wants to create literature and
a resource-rich website to help people
living with dementia.
BDAA is a tiny charity, run by
volunteers, with a huge aim to make
Bristol THE Dementia Friendly City in
the UK. To that we need the help of the
Bristol community.
To help us raise vital funds, we’ll be
relying on Co-op shoppers. Every time
they buy Co-op own-brand products they
get a 5% reward for themselves, and
a further 1% goes to local causes like
ours. Co-op members can decide which
local group they would like to back by
going online www.coop.co.uk/mem
bership
We really hope that people will visit the
website and choose to support us.
If you’re not a member and would like
to support us, you can join at your local
store or online at www.coop.co.uk
When a community comes together,
we’re able to achieve great things, so we
hope you can help promote our project.
For more information about us please
visit www.bristoldaa.co.uk
Tony Hall
Chair, Bristol Dementia Action
Alliance
Email: office@bristoldaa.co.uk
Tel: 0117 968 1002

Old photos of Hanham will
bring back memories
Dear Stephen
For those people who grew up in the
Hanham area, a visit to the Hanham
Community Centre may bring back
some happy memories.

Hanham Local History Society have
borrowed a series of old local newspaper
photographs form Kingswood Heritage
Museum and assembled them into an
interesting display, which will be on
show until the end of February.
Thanks are due to the trustees of both the
museum and community centre.
If you have an interest in local history
you can contact the society at
Hanhamhistory@gmail.com
Details of meetings are on the blog at
www.HanhamHistory.blogspot.com and
also the community centre noticeboard.
Roy Crew
Secretary, Hanham Local History
Society

‘Unhelpful’ council
Dear Sir
As a resident of South Gloucestershire,
I think the council should ask itself some
questions before lecturing the residents

on recycling/rubbish.
Here are three recent incidents.
1. During the summer we got rid of our
barbecue but were left with the
unwanted gas cylinder. None of the local
DIY shops/garden centres would take it
unless we purchased a replacement
canister, which we obviously did not
want. I phoned the Sort It centre and was
told it was not accepted. When I asked
what should I do with it, no help/ideas
were forthcoming. Eventually I found a
company at Avonmouth who took it - a
30-mile round trip
2. Christmas recycling was a total
shambles. The operatives worked their
socks off, the management’s planning
was useless.
3. We needed a new washing machine
and due to fitting issues, the old one
could not be taken by the company
delivering the new one. I contacted the
council to arrange collection. You cannot
do it online so you have to phone. I was
30 minutes waiting for the phone to be
answered and there was no apology for
the wait, I was just told ‘we are busy’. I
was told the old washing machine had to
be put where the dustbins are put out. I
live down a small drive and my gate is
about 20 yards from the dustbin
collecting point. I explained I am 71 and
have arthritis but was told the operatives
would not be prepared to open my
gate/enter my property and collect the
washing machine. Getting it to the
collecting point was my problem.
It is little wonder some people just dump
rubbish with such an unhelpful attitude.
The local streets are filthy and riddled
with potholes, the hedges are overgrown
and drains blocked - and I pay over £200
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LETTERS
per month for this. I could not even score
South Glos 1 out of 10.
Name & address supplied

Invite to Kingswood
community groups
Dear Becky
The Friends of Kingswood Park are
holding their 2019 Fun in the Park event
on Sunday 9th June, open to the public
from 10.30am until 4 pm.
As usual our aim is to provide a free day
of fun activities and information and for
the whole community. There will be
activities for all ages, bringing families
out together, to play together.
This year, we would like to see more
community organisations having Fun in
Kingswood Park, not only greeting their
regular
members
in
different
surroundings,
but
introducing
themselves to new faces. Community
organisations could be businesses,
churches, services, sports clubs,
charities, anyone who serves Kingswood
community.
Bringing the community closer together
is the foundation of all our activities,
from holding events in the park to
campaigning for a cleaner, brighter
environment. A closer community will
be a happier, healthier and wealthier
community.
Last year comments from visitors to Fun
in the Park included “Really fab day –
good for families” and “Brilliant – Good
community atmosphere”.
To find out more contact the Friends of
Kingswood Park on friendsofkingswood
park@gmail.com
Jim Whittaker
Secretary, Friends of Kingswood Park

Hero of the Week
Dear Becky
I’d like to highlight how bad weather
brings out the best in people. Early
yesterday morning I met a man walking
down the Wellsway to get to work.
At that time the buses weren’t running,
and it was still snowing heavily, so he
was walking the six miles to his work in
Kingswood as he works with vulnerable
adults.
It’s not just the emergency services and
hospitals etc. we normally think of. This
man couldn’t have a snow day or turn in
late as he is essential to these people’s
well-being.
If there was a Hero of the Week award,
my vote goes to him!
Clare Board
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Cossham Birth Centre
to remain closed
until September
Cossham Birth Centre in
Kingswood will remain
closed until September
because of North Bristol NHS
Trust’s shortage of midwives.
NBT made the decision last
Thursday to continue with the
temporary, partial closure of
the centre, which began last
autumn. They had initially
hoped it would reopen at the
end of February and although
they have successful in
recruiting extra midwives,
there is still a shortfall.
Since October, women have
been offered the option of
giving birth at the midwife-led
Mendip Birth Centre or the
consultant-led birth unit, both
at Southmead Hospital, or at
home. This has enabled the
Cossham Birth Centre is at Cossham
midwives at Cossham to
Hospital - community antenatal and
support the maternity services
postnatal clinics are running here as normal
at Southmead, where there has
been an unprecedented demand for more to adequately staff all of our
induction of labour, coinciding with a maternity services all of the time.”
number of staff vacancies, to ensure Although 16 new midwives have been
women received high quality maternity appointed in the past three months, the
equivalent of eight full-time midwives
care.
To address these challenges, NBT has have also moved on during this time as
introduced six extra maternity beds and is part of natural turnover. So even when all
recruiting 24 new midwives (made up of the newly-appointed midwives are in
eight existing vacancies and 16 additional place this would still leave at least 16
roles), and three additional consultant posts unfilled.
Also most of the new midwives starting
obstetricians.
Interim director of nursing and quality at in the coming weeks are newly-qualified.
NBT, Helen Blanchard, said: “Despite This means they will need a longer
recruiting many more midwives over the orientation and induction programme
past few months, we still want to recruit before they can work independently.
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Source of mystery smell
remains elusive
Just what is causing the stench that residents in Emersons
Green and Lyde Green regularly complain about?
The Environment Agency says current lines of inquiry it is
looking at include an old landfill site at Lyde Green and old
coal mine workings.
Local councillor Colin Hunt the recent meeting of the
Downend, Bromley Heath & Emersons Green Community
Engagement Forum that the source of the smell remains a
“mystery”.
The smell comes and goes quickly and is said to be
particularly bad at night. It was described by residents at the
meeting as being like methane and some locals are concerned
The landfill site
at Shortwood

that it might be harmful to health.
We reported last year that the landfill site at Shortwood
Quarry had been investigated by the Environment Agency
and the operator Enovert was told to upgrade its landfill gas
extraction system after an increase in odour complaints. The
Environment Agency also said last year that it was
investigating other activities in the area which could also give
rise to similar smells and ordered the abattoir at Westerleigh
to make improvements to its ventilation system to reduce the
release of odour from their operation.
But a bad stench continues to bother residents and Cllr Hunt
said work was ongoing to try to solve the problem.
People at the forum said that before building work began on
the Lyde Green estate, there was no problem with a smell in
the area.
The Environment Agency tells us it has been investigating
residents’ odour complaints since May 2018.
“The smell has been described as rotten eggs and tends to
happen after dark, which makes checking any permitted
activity in the area to find the source difficult. This, combined
with the infrequency of the smell and the intensity not
matching the location reported, adds to this difficulty.
“We regulate three operators in this area who have
cooperated with us to change their working practices and cut
the risk of creating odours:
“Effluent from an abattoir was passing through the sewer
under Westerleigh; this will be redirected by Wessex Water,

and the abattoir has improved its ventilation and filtration to
cut odour.
“More landfill gas which is collected in underground wells
is being burned by the Shortwood Landfill site operator,
thanks to more boreholes added to the extraction system.
Other steps taken include resealing a number of these gas
wells, replacing a leachate storage tank, new covers for some
leachate wells to stop gas escaping, and parts of the site that
are full will be permanently capped to contain gas and odour.
“We are checking to see if an old landfill site at Lyde Green
is still emitting landfill gas. Waste is being excavated so the
land can be reclaimed for housing.
“This area once had coal mines, with shafts described as
‘odorous and sulphurous’ in historic documents. One mine
was called ‘Old Stinker’. Odour has been noticed by springs
in Lyde Green but a connection between them and mining
has not been proven. But monitoring is ongoing.
“Our investigation to find the source of this odour is ongoing
and we thank residents for continuing to alert our 0800
807060 hotline when it occurs.”

Crossword
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ACROSS

DOWN

1. Slaughter (8)

1. Stable yard (4)

5. Stop (4)

2. Marten fur (5)

9. Woven tape (7)

3. Aromatic plant (5)

10. Rub (5)

4. Type of sleeve (6)

11. Destiny (3)

6. Non-professional (7)

12. Swelling (6)

7. Playhouses (8)

15. Clumsy (5)

8. Deed (6)

17. Towards (4)

13. Expected (3)

19. Trojan hero (6)

14. Ponder (4)

22. False (6)

16. Antbear (8)

24. Aquatic bird (4)

18. Melody (4)

26. Storehouse (5)
27. Squeezed in (6)

20. Relating to
marriage (7)

30. --- Peron (3)

21. Be present (6)

32. Foreign (5)

23. Label (3)

33. Recount (7)

25. African country (6)

34. Pleated tartan
skirt (4)

28. Unclean (5)

35. Carved column (8)

31. Care for (4)

29. Glorify (5)
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Mini Police launches in
South Gloucestershire
Year 5 pupils at Parkwall Primary School
in Cadbury Heath have become official
members of Avon & Somerset’s Mini
Police.
The school in Earlstone Crescent is one of
the first in South Gloucestershire to take part
in the scheme which is being rolled out
across the police force area.
The Mini Police scheme is delivered by
members of the local neighbourhood
policing team in partnership with schools
and offers children the chance to understand
the importance of respecting the law and
setting a positive example for their peers and
build positive relationships with their local
police team, whilst helping out in their
school and the wider community.
Each child has a special Avon & Somerset
uniform and cap and they all recited an oath
to Insp Summerill during a special school
assembly last Tuesday when they were given
a lanyard with their name and police number.

Parents and grandparents were invited to
watch.
Parkwall already has a very good
relationship with local PCSOs Jason Green
and Libby Speechley.
The pupils will wear their uniform in school
every Tuesday and are expected to be a good
role model to others in the school even when
they are not wearing it, explained Gerry
Woodruff,
Parkwall’s
community
engagement mentor.
She said they will be helping to tackle local
issues of their choice, and would probably
start off with litter.
It is hoped the scheme may also inspire
children to consider a career in policing in
later life, with several Years 5s at Parkwall
saying it is something they are thinking
about.
The scheme has been funded in combination
with Avon & Somerset Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Community Action Fund
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The Mini Police at Parkwall Primary School with PCSOs Jason Green and Libby
Speechley and Gerry Woodruff, left, and Inspector Clive Summerill, right

and National Volunteer Police Cadets
(NVPC).
The pilot project will initially run at Parkwall

for a year.
It is also being rolled out at Wick Primary
School.
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Warmley panto tugs at the
heart strings
As this year’s panto season reaches its
climax, local community centres and
national theatres alike have been
enlivened by excitable youngsters and
their expectant elders seeking the colour,
humour, outlandish costumes and scenery
provided by this British tradition. It is a
seasonal boost and antidote to the postChristmas winter blues.
In ‘Treasure Island’ at Warmley Community
Centre, Warmley Players’ cast of around 20
were as zany and ridiculous as is to be
expected, producing local reference quips
and jolly japes aplenty.
Tim Mayo as Mrs Hawkins (Jim Hawkins’
mother) has played the Dame in countless
Warmley productions over the years. He
creates a character full of fun, fascination
and the most gaudy and garish appearance.
His strong delivery, dazzling make-up, and
physical gestures complete a Dame worthy
of derision and just a little sympathy.
His equal however, is John Sibley who plays
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Long John Silver. His character is loud,
stupid and gullible. He also believes himself
to be in command of every unlikely situation
he happens to encounter. John has also been
a longstanding actor in the Warmley Players
and usually turns his hand to the bumptious
but lovable ‘baddie’.
The rest of the cast ably supported the two
extreme characters, with Ellie Sprules as
Jenny, the Squire’s daughter, and Sue
Bamfylde as the Principal Boy. Both
approached their parts with youthful
enthusiasm as they enthralled the mixed age
audience with their beautiful singing voices
and touching interaction.
A character you may not have been expected
to be quite as funny was Polly, the 70-yearold Parrot played by Cheryl Wilson. With a
deadpan expression throughout the show, she
constantly complained that she was “too old
to fly” and just wanted to sit on Long John
Silver’s shoulder. Amazingly, given her age
and lack of dexterity she managed to

accomplish this feat at one laughable
highlight in the middle of the show.
This year the Players have chosen as their
charity Lee Belgium. Lee is just eight and
lives locally. He has been suffering from
leukaemia for the last four years and sadly
there is no more that doctors in this country

can do for him. He is currently very poorly.
Lee has been offered a chance to attend a
trial in America and needs £90,000 to secure
a place. You can find out more on Facebook
- search for ‘Fight for Lees life’.
Christine Rogers
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Top comedians at
Chocolate Quarter gig
A comedy gig at a retirement village? Are you having a
laugh?
That’s exactly what happened at B Block Pizzeria at The
Chocolate Quarter in Keynsham recently when more than
100 guests enjoyed the restaurant’s artisan wood-fired pizzas
and then got to see some of the UK’s top comedians,
including Josh Widdicombe, Sara Barron, James Trickey and
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Ed Gamble.
The sold-out gig was organised by Belly Laughs founder and
stand-up comedian Mark Olver.
Belly Laughs is a series of comedy gigs that are held every
January in restaurants and cafes around Bristol to raise
money for the Julian Trust, which supports rough sleepers.
Mark Olver said: “The idea behind Belly Laughs is to do
comedy nights in venues that wouldn’t
normally host events and I loved the idea of
doing a gig in a retirement village.”
B Block is located in the former Cadbury’s
factory, which has been redeveloped by the St
Monica Trust into a £60m retirement village.
Since it opened last year, B Block has earned
rave reviews from food critics and recently
sponsored the relaunched Keynsham 10k.
St Monica Trust’s food development manager
Adrian Kirikmaa said: “It was great to have
120 people in B Block enjoying comedy and
pizza. Mark was fantastic in organising the
event and putting together such an amazing

Josh Widdicombe

line-up of comedians, which raised £1,000 for the Julian
Trust charity.
“The success of the comedy gig has really shown the
possibilities of B Block as a venue for live entertainment. We
already hold regular film nights at B Block and hope to be
hosting more events like this in the future.”
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Villagers campaign against
eroded rural bus services
Residents from six North East Somerset communities
converged on Bath at the weekend to campaign for public
transport.
The villages of Farmborough, Tunley, Camerton, Timsbury,
High Littleton and Hallatrow rely on the subsidised 179 bus
run by First as their only means of public transport into Bath.
Last year B&NES Council negotiated with First to transfer
financial support allocated to support the Sunday service to
subsidise a basic two-hourly service on Mondays to Fridays
between Midsomer Norton and Bath via Paulton, High
Littleton, Farmborough, Timsbury and Tunley.
Villagers say there is a very real danger of this bus route
being cut entirely, leaving them isolated.
Although First maintain the route is unviable, bus users
report standing room only on some rush-hour services. It has
been reported that numbers quoted by First Bus may not be
an accurate representation of service use because they fail to
include those users with mobile phone tickets. People at
public meetings held in the villages have also noted that
unreliability, infrequent services and an unhelpful timetable
have driven away users that could find alternative transport.
Local people have expressed concern that the removal of the
bus service will have a disastrous effect on community life,
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with those without cars unable to work in Bath and people
being unable to get to hospital appointments. Students will
be unable to take courses at Bath College and children may
have to switch schools. Villagers also say that house prices
will be affected by the lack of connections.
A petition to save the 179 signed by around 1,000 people was
presented on Saturday to First’s MD James Freeman and to
Mark Shelford, Cabinet Member for Transport at B&NES
Council, along with a list of requests.
It has been suggested that First Bus could reroute another
service that currently runs to Paulton. If the 172 service ran
on a circular route through the villages, its current journey
time would be shortened and more people would use an
existing service.
David Redgewell, from Bus Users UK, told the protesters
that powers for buses had moved from the three local
authorities of B&NES, South Gloucestershire and Bristol to
the West of England Combined Authority and its Mayor Tim
Bowles, and urged people to aim their protest at him, rather
than bus operators.
There is a Facebook group called Save the 179 - Don't
abandon rural communities! for those affected to share their
stories, photos and any other information that might help the

cause.
There was also a public meeting, organised by Bath Labour
Party, at Manvers Street Baptist Church in Bath on Saturday
to discuss how bus services in B&NES could be improved,
and some of the campaigners from the villages attended.
Speaker after speaker urged campaigners to press Tim
Bowles, for funding and action, and highlighted the pivotal
role the new WECA authority should be playing in
improving services.

The Week in • Wednesday 6th February 2019

Wedding outfitter recognised
as best in the South West
Keynsham-based menswear business Suave
Owl has just been voted Best Wedding
Outfitter at the South West Wedding
Awards.
Owners Tony and Jessica Harvey picked up
the coveted award at a gala event in Plymouth
at the end of last month which was attended by
more than 1,000 representatives and guests
from the wedding industry.
More than 500 businesses from every sector of
the wedding industry entered this year’s
awards which covered 10 categories from
photography to venues, and the Wedding
Outfitter contest was narrowed down to a
shortlist of eight using nominations from
satisfied customers. The judges then made
their final choice, one that Tony admits he is
still pinching himself about.
“It was a massive surprise for us as we are the
only menswear outfitter to have won this
award in the 10 years it’s been running. It’s
great to get this recognition with only being
open since September and there were several

well-established businesses in our category.
‘I’d like to thank everyone who has used our
services and thank them for their continued
support.”
Although a relatively new arrival in
Keynsham, Suave Owl was previously an
online only business. The shop on Temple
Street sells a wide range of men’s suits, casual
wear and accessories in addition to wedding
outfits and prices are surprisingly competitive.
Suave Owl’s recognition is turning Temple
Street into something of an awards alley. Just
a couple of doors away from Tony and
Jessica’s shop is Longwell Records, which last
year was runner-up in the nationwide
competition to find the best independent shop.
It’s a sign of better things to come, according
to Tony.
“Temple Street is on the up with us winning
our award and Longwell Records winning
theirs. This end of the High Street can only
grow - great things will be coming to
Keynsham.”
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Red Lion redevelopment
plans withdrawn
Plans to create homes on the site of the Red Lion in Staple
Hill have been withdrawn after concerns and objections
were raised by South Gloucestershire Council officers
and some local residents.
Premium Abodes were behind the plans for the pub, the
oldest parts of which date from the early 19th century when
it was a blacksmith’s.
The scheme involved keeping the pub but demolishing some
of the extensions and outbuildings with building work to
accommodate four flats and two semi-detached homes
With only two parking spaces proposed, Premium Abodes
had said it would be willing to contribute towards a car club
scheme.
Concerns were raised by council officers about inadequate
parking provision and that the proposed scheme amounted
to unacceptable overdevelopment, a “cramped and contrived
arrangement of new additions and separate dwellings that
fail to respect or enhance the character, distinctiveness and
setting of the locally listed building”.
Neighbours had also lodged concerns about parking.

Car crime in Keynsham
The driver’s side window of a van was smashed while it
was parked in St Anne’s Avenue in Keynsham between
5pm on Saturday 26th and 10am on Sunday 27th
January. It isn’t believed this was an attempt to enter the
vehicle. And a sat-nav was stolen from a parked at The
Labbott in the town at around 9.55pm on 27th January.
The thief smashed one of the windows to enter the
vehicle. If you have any information regarding these
incidents, contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

School governors in
legal challenge after
Ofsted’s verdict
The governing body of Steiner Academy Bristol in
Fishponds is planning a legal challenge opposing its
latest Ofsted rating which has resulted in it being placed
in special measures.
An initial appeal to raise £15,000 on the CrowdJustice
website has quickly been exceeded with more than 300
pledges.
The SAB board is seeking to challenge the inspection
process and report following the unannounced inspection
at the end of November. The report was published last
month.
The inspection came after a letter sent from the
Education Secretary, Damian Hinds to the Chief
Inspector of Ofsted demanding “additional scrutiny” of
all Steiner schools. Governors are concerned that the
approach of Ofsted to Steiner Schools has impacted on
the fairness and independence of the inspection process.
The academy requested that Ofsted re-inspect with a
fresh inspection team but this was refused.
SAB is a free school which opened in 2014. The
governors say that being in special measures as a result
of the Inadequate Ofsted rating means that it will be
taken over by a multi-academy trust and may not
continue to follow the Steiner curriculum and
philosophy.

Situations Vacant
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B&NES Council awards litter
enforcement contract to 3GS
Uniformed officers will be tackling litter on the streets of
Bath and North East Somerset following the award of a
new Environmental Crime and Enforcement contract to
company 3GS.
From 1st March, litter and dog fouling enforcement officers
will work across B&NES, issuing Fixed Penalty Notices to
people who deliberately litter streets, parks and public places.
Under the 12-month agreement, which is at zero cost to the
council, 3GS enforcement officers will work from 7am to
7pm seven days a week.. Any funds received above cost will
be passed on to the council or used by 3GS for education and
promotional purposes.
3GS says it provides “ethical Environmental Enforcement
for public and private sectors”.
Cabinet Member for Development & Neighbourhoods, Bob
Goodman, said: “We want to be firm but fair and we have
been assured by 3GS that the enforcement officers will be
proportionate in the way they go about this task. However,
the message is clear, please don’t drop litter and dump waste
otherwise you risk a hefty Fixed Penalty Fine.”
Last July the council adopted the maximum £150 Fixed
Penalty Notice FPN for dropping litter, including cigarette
ends and people, caught on camera, throwing litter from
vehicles. Anyone caught fly-tipping in the area can be issued
with a FPN up to £400.
Lib Dem councillors on B&NES Council have voiced their
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concerns that anti-litter contractors would go after “soft
targets”. Their spokesperson on Neighbourhood Services,
Richard Samuel said: “Anti-litter contractors have a
reputation for routinely going after ‘soft targets’, such as
foreign visitors, students, and smokers, particularly
vulnerable people.
“The Lib Dems are in favour of the council tackling antisocial littering and dog fouling, but we do not believe using
a private company is the right way to approach this.”

3GS also set to take
on enforcement
role in Bristol

Oldland Brass
honoured by Royal
British Legion
Oldland Brass Ensemble have been honoured by the
Royal British Legion for raising thousands for the
charity.
The band play in Asda in Longwell Green every year
during the Poppy Appeal where they have a collecting
bucket for the RBL In the last six years they have raised
£9,486 and they recently received a certificate from the
Legion.
The band usually cover between 20 and 30 engagements
each year. To find out more call Bob or Terri Lavis on
0117 9327039 or visit www.oldlandbrass.co.uk

Bristol City Council is also set to appoint 3GS to tackle
environmental crime in the city.
After a tender exercise in which three companies bid,
and subject to finalisation of the agreement with the
council, 3GS will take over environmental enforcement
from Kingdom, which had run the service somewhat
controversially since November 2017.
Kingdom has reportedly lost its contract with up to seven
local authorities in the country over claims that its staff
have an unethical approach.
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Last surviving
Dambuster’s story
in his own words
Parts of a film being made by a Bristol
filmmaker to remember the Dambusters
Raid on the Sorpe Dam during the Second
World War are to be shown this weekend
after a successful fundraising auction in
Hanham.
East Bristol Auctions held a special
fundraising auction in October at
Aerospace Bristol for the film maker
Andrew Panton. Auctioneer Andrew
Stowe said: “It was a fabulous night. It
was a real honour for us to be involved.”
Altogether, the saleroom raised more than
£10,000 for the project.
Now portions of the finished film are to be
shown at a special event at The Watershed
Cinema on Bristol’s Harbourside on
Saturday (9th February). It tells the story
of Bristol-based George ‘Johnny’ Johnson
and his crew on the night of 16th May

1943 – the famous Dambusters Raid – and
features high-definition CGI animation
and voiceover by Johnson himself.
Andrew Panton, from Thornbury, has been
working with veteran Johnson for over
three years. He said: “It’s the first time that
his personal story of that night will be told,
in his own words. This is going to be the
most historically accurate film about this
daring raid. People forget that these young
RAF crew members were real people, with
real stories – and this is our chance to tell
one of the most interesting, and
important.”
Against all the odds Johnny and his crew
survived the raid.
The event, which will also be attended by
Mr Johnson, takes place on at 11am in The
Watershed. Tickets can be purchased at
www.dambusters.eventbrite.co.uk

Get on the St
George Arts Trail
The 2nd St George Arts Trail is taking place
this weekend (9th and 10th February).
The theme for the two days of local arts,
inspiration and community is recycling.
More than 60 artists are opening their
homes and exhibiting at three main venues
- Bethesda Church at 138a Church Road, St
George Community Centre in Church Road
and The Beehive Centre in Stretford Road.

You can find more exhibitions at Parkside
Framers on Church Road, The Orchard
Coffee & Co on Clouds Hill Road and
Black Iris Images at The Old Hauliers
Arms, Pile Marsh. Printed maps can be
collected at St George Community Centre,
Bethesda Church and The Beehive Centre.
Find out more at https://www.facebook.
com/stgeorgeartstrail/

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Changes at Hanham
Health to manage demand
Hanham Health has brought in changes
this week in response to demand for
services ever increasing.
Hanham Health provides healthcare services
to around 27 000 patients at surgeries in
Hanham,
Oldland
Common
and
Almondsbury. Additionally, it provides
medical and administration services in five
prisons in Bristol, South Glos and Wiltshire,
and medical / nursing services in two youth
secure units in Bristol and Southampton. It
is also contracted to provide primary
healthcare services for military personnel at
the MoD at Abbey Wood.
The practice says it is no longer operating a
triage system and the reception team have
been undergoing extensive training to ensure
that they can direct patients to the clinician
or service that is most suited to their needs

and help identify those most in need of a
same day appointment.
“To enable them to do this they will ask you
a few questions when you contact the
surgery including the reason for your
request. This will be the case for ‘urgent’
appointments and also routine requests.
The surgery also says patients may wish to
consider using its online services for booking
appointments
and
ordering
repeat
medications. Booking appointments in this
way can be done any time day or night and
you can now book blood test appointments
this way as well. The practice has asked for
patients’ support while the necessary changes
are made and says feedback would be
appreciated.
Find
out
more
at
http://www.hanhamhealth.co.uk/ where there
is lots of health and self-care advice.

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where
you can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 4th February).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Charlton Road, Charlton
Park, Albert Road, Queens Road, Chandag
Road and the B3116 Wellsway; in Saltford
on the A4 Bath Road and Norman Road;
on the A431 Kelston Road; on the A37 at
Pensford and the A39 at Corston; also on
the A39 at Marksbury and Farmborough.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington
Road, Wick Road and Talbot Road; in
Fishponds on Thicket Avenue and

Snowdon Road; on St George on Nags
Head Hill, Beaufort Road, the Kingsway
and Air Balloon Road; in Hengrove on the
A37 Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove Way,
Cadogan Road, Petherton Road and
Tarnock Avenue; also in Whitchurch on
Whitchurch Lane and Hazelbury Road;
also on Stockwood Lane
South Gloucestershire:
In Court Farm Road in Longwell Green
and Abbots Road in Hanham; on Mill
Lane in Oldland; on the A431 Bath Road
at Swineford; on the A420 at Warmley and
Wick; on the B4465 near Shortwood Hill;
in Kingswood on Court Road and
Tenniscourt Road.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Architectural
Services

Aerials
Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Electrical

Garden Services

Garden Services

Home Help

Home
Maintenance

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Antiques &
Collectables

Builders

Guttering

Logs
Appliances
Carpet Cleaning

Events

Health & Fitness
An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Locksmiths

Piano
Lessons

Plumbers

Sewing Lessons

Venue Hire

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM. Age 6+
Adult beginners welcome.
Call 07963 935827 or email:
adavy6258@gmail.com

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a

Plastering

local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Painting
& Decorating
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Skip Hire

Waste Disposal

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Plumbers
Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18

Therapies

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Roofing

TVs

Windows & Doors

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
23

24

The Week in • Wednesday 6th February 2019

