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Keynsham bank one of 140 being closed by Santander
The Keynsham branch of Santander is one of 140
which the Spanish-owned bank is closing in the
UK.
Santander says increasingly more of its customers

Also in this
week’s issue

are changing the way they manage their money,
with more people finding it convenient to do their
day-to-day banking using online, mobile or
telephone banking. As a result, customers are

Talking newspaper has
celebrity patron
. . . page 4

Cadbury Heath
residents raise their
concerns . . . page 6

visiting branches less.
Following a comprehensive review of its branch
network Santander says it will be “focusing our
investment in those locations where our customers
need and use our branches the most”.
The survey found 88% of Santander customers
transacting at Keynsham already use a variety of
ways to complete their banking while 29% also use
an additional Santander branch and 58% have
transacted using mobile, online or telephone
banking services.
“We can assure you that we don’t take the decision
to close any branch lightly and we assess each
branch individually to consider the potential
impact for customers and the alternative options
available to bank locally.”
Continued on page 3

Stockwood residents see
link road proposals
. . . page 8

Valentine’s and what’s
on in February
. . . pages 15 & 16
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Former NatWest
bank coming up
for auction
The old NatWest building in Keynsham, which closed last
summer, comes up for auction next week.
There was much criticism in the town of the way NatWest
handled the closure, including the lack of any public
consultation and its assertion that the nearest branch on
the Wells Road in Knowle was 3.3 miles, when it is
actually 5.5 miles, with no direct bus service.
The former High Street branch is Lot 65 in Allsop’s
commercial auction next Tuesday (5th February) at The
Berkeley in London’s Knightsbridge.

Keynsham
bank one of 140
being closed by
Santander
Continued from page 1
The Keynsham branch will be closing on 4th July. Santander
is signposting people to alternative local banking services
including the Halifax in Keynsham. If you have a current
account you can do your everyday banking at the Post Office.
The nearest Santander branch is at Kings Chase Shopping
Centre in Kingswood, 4.8 miles away.
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New cabling now
installed in Hanham
High Street
The ongoing problems with phone and broadband
connection for traders in Hanham High Street appear
finally to have been fixed.
Several traders had problems because of a faulty cable
for months and were fed up with the temporary fixes and
the impact on their trade.
Despite a pledge to Hanham High Street traders that their
phone and broadband connection problems would be
sorted in time for their busy pre-Christmas trading, we
highlighted in Issue 558 that service interruption was
continuing. Openreach, which maintains the telephone
wires, ducts, cabinets and exchanges that connect nearly
all homes and businesses in the UK to the national
broadband and telephone network, said the cable
renewal in the Hanham High Street had been a complex
job and taken longer than expected.
The company told us last week that the new cabling
work has now been completed.
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Bill Bailey becomes patron of
Keynsham Talking Newspaper
Bill Bailey, the much-loved comedian, musician, and
actor, has become patron of the Keynsham and District
Talking Newspaper (KTN).
The newspaper is open to listeners from Keynsham, Bristol,
Bath and further afield. It was founded 35 years ago and
provides a much-valued free service for approximately 100
visually impaired listeners, with a weekly mix of news and
magazine articles.
In addition to his work as a stand-up comedian, Bill Bailey
is best known for starring in the comedy television
programme, Black Books, alongside Dylan Moran and
Tamsin Greig. He has also featured on Never Mind the
Buzzcocks, Have I Got News for You and QI and is often
listed as one of the funniest British stand-up comedians in
polls.
He grew up in Keynsham and attended King Edward’s
School in Bath. He is a classically trained musician and was
awarded an Associateship Diploma from the London College
of Music.
Bill Bailey is also a supporter of women’s issues with his
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support of the Fawcett
Society and has also
spoken out on many
issues relating to men,
such as prostate cancer,
with his support of the
Men United campaign.
He was also a patron and
activist for Prostate
Cancer UK.
He is a keen environmental conservationist, receiving an
honorary doctorate in conservation and sustainability from
the Australian University of the Sunshine Coast in 2014, and
is patron of a number of wildlife charities.
Bill was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the University
of Bath last year.
KTN chairman Mike Crane said, “We are all absolutely
thrilled that Bill Bailey has become patron.”
New listeners are welcome. Call 0117 2993021 to find out
more.

Customers in tears
as popular shop
announces closure
Popular Longwell Green store Newspacket
is closing on Saturday (2nd February).
The busy convenience shop and newsagent
in Watsons Road has been run by Derrick
Houldsworth and Antony Grieve for 22
years.
They say they have not been able to get their
lease renewed and are devastated to be losing
their home and business. The couple live
above the shop and say they will have to find
somewhere else to live by April.

Derrick said that some customers have
been in tears after hearing the news at the
end of last week and it has been an
emotionally draining time for him and
Antony.
A closing down sale has been taking place
this week and a notice on the door of the
shop thanks customers for their custom and
support over the years. The couple say they
are leaving with the fondest memories of
their time there.

@theweekineditor
No material in this publication, nor its associated website (www.theweekin.co.uk) may
be reproduced without the written permission of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All
rights reserved.
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. t/a The Week In is regulated by IMPRESS: The Independent
Monitor for the Press CIC. As such, we adhere to the IMPRESS complaints
procedure. A copy of this procedure can be found on our website or can be
sent upon written request to the address above.

4

The Week in • Wednesday 30th January 2019

Land owner ordered to pay
over £6,000 for waste offences
in Staple Hill
South Gloucestershire Council has successfully
prosecuted a land owner who was ordered to pay a total
of £6,120 in fines and costs following ongoing waste
offences in Staple Hill.
Ballymoney Hill Estates Ltd, of County Down, Northern
Ireland, were prosecuted at Bristol Magistrates’ Court on
16th January for failure to comply with a Community
Protection Notice (CPN) relating to land under their
ownership situated behind The Square at Staple Hill.
The court heard that problems with accumulations of rubbish
on the land had persisted for many years, and that the council
had tried to work with the landowner and agent to secure
cleaning of this area, but after exhaustive attempts no
progress was made.
A CPN was served by the council in June 2018 requiring the
landowner to remove the accumulations of rubbish and put
in place a regular cleansing regime. However, the Notice was
not complied with, and no company representative attended
the council’s request to attend a voluntary interview.
Ballymoney Hill Estates Ltd failed to appear in court and
were found guilty in their absence. They were fined £5,000
and ordered to pay the council’s costs of £950, along with a
victim surcharge of £170, making a combined total of
£6,120.
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The court also imposed an order for them to carry out
remedial works to remove the accumulations of litter and
waste and to put a regular cleaning system in place.
Cabinet Member for Communities & Tourism Cllr Paul
Hughes said: “Ensuring residents are proud of their streets
and the area they live in is one of the council’s top priorities,
and we take our responsibility to respond to those who don’t
think about the impact they have on their neighbours very
seriously.
“This type of activity will not be tolerated in South
Gloucestershire. Waste offences harm the environment, can
harm people’s health and also have a negative impact on the
area, and so we take them extremely seriously. I hope this
sends out a message to others that we will take appropriate
action for anyone who disregards the law.”
To report waste issues please visit www.southglos.gov.
uk/reportit

More fly-tipping in
the Golden Valley
This is the latest fly-tipping to blight the Golden Valley.
It is not the first time that waste has been dumped at the
riverside location at the bottom of Beach Hill.
South Glos Council was quick to remove the waste
which was reported last Monday. The large pile included
old mattresses and furniture.
Statistics show anyone fly-tipping in South
Gloucestershire is five times more likely to be
successfully prosecuted than anywhere else in the
country and the council’s award-winning envirocrime
team have a 100 per cent record of securing successful
prosecutions for this type of offence.
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Community concerns revealed in Cadbury
The results of a survey which asked people
in Cadbury Heath about their concerns
and how the quality of their lives could be
improved have been published.
The findings will form the basis of a
community plan for the area for the next two
years and beyond.
The survey was hand delivered to 2,300
homes in the area, included the Causley
Drive area of Barrs Court as well as around
Westcourt Drive in Oldland Common. The
responses represented the views of more than
300 residents. A separate survey for
businesses in the area was also compiled.
45% of those who responded to the main
survey said they were proud to live in
Cadbury Heath although there were quite a
few comments about how the area was
declining visually and that there were
problems with drug taking and anti-social
behaviour especially around Banjo Island,
Coronation Park, the wooded area next to
Cadbury Heath Health Centre and Barrs
Court Moat Park.
Some felt Cadbury Heath had lost its
community spirit but there was a willingness
to help revive this.
The survey also worryingly found that about
50% of people felt they did not get the
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support they needed for their health and
lifestyle.
The question that had the most negative
response of the survey was access to medical
facilities. Cossham Hospital was felt to be
the easiest to access but then by only 36% of
those who answered. Yate Minor Injuries
Unit was felt to be the most inaccessible and
Southmead was also felt to be very difficult
to get to via public transport. Issues included
no direct buses, having to change, unreliable

service, journeys taking too long and cost.
There was also a concerning lack of
knowledge on where to go for support with
employment education and money; 38%
who answered did not know where to go for
support with employment, 45% with
education and 58% with money; 43% of
those who answered felt that the educational
opportunities did not allow them to fulfil all
they wanted and there was a specific request
for more IT courses designed for the older

population; 26% felt there were no job
opportunities available to them locally as the
types of employment they were looking for
were not available and unfortunately did not
match the requirements of local businesses.
Businesses meanwhile wanted skilled
tradespeople and care professionals, but local
people were looking for mainly professional
and administrative roles.
Meanwhile most people knew about Juice
Community Project, which gives help and

Cadbury Heath
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Heath survey
advice to residents and hosts a foodbank, and
had used their services.
An action list has now been drawn up to
address the issues raised in the survey. In
terms of local services and the local area,
Juice will be working with South
Gloucestershire Council and local volunteers
to make Banjo Island and Coronation
Park attractive florally. There are plans to set
up a Friends group and a litter clearing
group.
Juice will also publish a leaflet in hard copy
informing residents of initiatives and
services available for them. Looking further
ahead, a community event to be enjoyed by
everyone to help regenerate community
spirit will be organised.
Meanwhile a hard copy format summary of
contact details of appropriate agencies to
help support residents on issues of
community safety will be produced. In the
medium term a working group will
investigate the issues and perception of antisocial behaviour and how they can resolved,
followed by the creation of inter-generational
schemes to establish a greater understanding
between generations.
To tackle the health and lifestyle concerns
that were flagged up, a healthy lifestyles

event will be staged to publicise what
support is available a Men in Sheds group set
up, followed by ensuring that local groups
and health centres publicise the support
available by delivering information in
methods required by the community in hard
copy as well as online.
Plans for the longer term include
investigating issues with public transport to
local medical facilities.
And in terms of employment, education,
income and skills, a comprehensive
information advice leaflet on support
available will be put together and efforts
made to ensure all courses and educational
opportunities are known to the community.
There are also hopes of establishing a local
business organisation in the future and
setting up a point within the community to
allow businesses and other organisations to
publicise any vacancies locally, as well as
working with businesses to investigate
methods to encourage more residents to gain
the qualifications required to find
employment locally.
To find out more to get involved in any of
the
projects
contact
Juice
at
janice@juicecic.org.uk or call 01454
302302.
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Friends seek 30 volunteers for 2019
The Friends of Kingswood Park want to recruit around 30 volunteers in 2019 to help
make a real difference in the town.
The Friends work in partnership with South Gloucestershire Council to improve the park
and also go out to the town centre to improve the appearance of the neighbourhood,
bringing together community support from councillors and local organisations to revive
neglected flower beds and return floral displays to Regent Street.
The Friends of Kingswood Park have created three new strategic roles – volunteer coordinator, fundraiser and publicist to take the Friends onto a new level. They also want
to strengthen numbers helping with gardening, events and in Kingswood Park.
Anyone interested in being part can call or text 0779 023 4087 or email
friendsofkingswoodpark@gmail.com

Volunteers working in Kingswood Park
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Residents ‘would
benefit from new link
road’ says council
People living in the Stockwood area were able to find out
more at a public meeting about how proposals for a new
road linking the A37 at Whitchurch with Hicks Gate
roundabout could affect them.
Local MP Kerry McCarthy invited people to the meeting at
Christ the Servant Church so they could learn more about the
proposed route which would serve major housing
development planned for the area. Around 100 attended.
A few days previously, as we reported last week, more than
250 people attended a meeting in Whitchurch with the Mayor
of Bristol to show their opposition to the controversial orbital
road.
The road aims to enable people to drive towards South
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Bristol without having to go into busy roads heading towards
Bristol city centre which the city council says should
decrease the traffic that goes through Stockwood.
The new road would be single carriageway and run south of
Stockwood to connect with the A37 likely south of
HorseWorld. There are also two options for a route heading
into Whitchurch, either the Washing Pound Lane or Half
Acre Lane route.
In a statement prepared for the Stockwood meeting, the city
council’s strategic transport team explained that the four West
of England councils have been working together on a Joint
Spatial Plan which identifies the need for 105,500 new
homes in the West of England by 2036.

“The majority of this housing is either already in existing
plans or can be delivered by maximising development
opportunities in urban areas and existing towns. However,
this leaves nearly 17,600 dwellings to be accommodated in
strategic, greenfield locations. Some of the most sustainable
locations in terms of their proximity to the Bristol urban area
are within the Green Belt. The avoidance of the Green Belt
can result in highly unsustainable patterns of development
and could have significant delivery issues. Strategic
development locations in the area have been identified at
North Keynsham, Brislington, and Whitchurch.
“There are existing high levels of congestion on key routes
that leads to long and unreliable journeys in the area.
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Delivery of this housing growth will have implications for
the future transport network in the area, increasing demand
on key locations of the network which are already congested.
As such, there is a need to proactively plan for this growth
and identify transport measures that will help tackle existing
issues and mitigate the transport impacts of future housing
growth.”
The team say Stockwood would benefit from a significant
reduction in through traffic and improved access to the A4
and A37. “In future stages of scheme development, we would
like explore how to make the most of the benefits within
Stockwood in discussion with residents. For example, this
could include better walking and cycling routes or public
realm improvements.
“We also recognise there would be negative impacts for some
residents on the edge of Stockwood closest to the new road.
As the scheme progresses we will identify potential
mitigation measures. For example, this could include the
installation of noise barriers or additional tree planting.
“We are also aware of and understand the concerns by
residents around Whitchurch Lane…We will continue
discussions with the community and intend to provide further
details for potential improvements to Whitchurch Lane.”
The presentation included a statement from Cllr Nicola
Beech, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning & City
Design, who explained that the current proposals are the very
first bit of consultation following on from the high-level Joint
Transport Study, and it is likely the road would take around
10 years to develop and build.

Consultations
B&NES Council’s Local Plan consultation (which has just
closed) asked residents whether they approve of the ring road,
which option for Whitchurch Lane they prefer, whether they
think the road should be a 40mph or 50mph, and whether
they approve of proposals for a new orbital bus service to run
around Bristol.
The West of England Combined Authority’s Joint Local
Transport Plan consultation opens on 6th February will also
consult residents on the road and is the next opportunity for
residents to have their say.
Bristol’s Local Plan consultation will open in March and will
collect opinions on housing planned for South-East Bristol.

Running to raise money for Leukaemia UK
Longwell Green woman Jenny Harris is running the Bath Half Marathon with friends on 17th March in aid of Leukaemia
UK after her husband David was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia in November. Jenny & David, pictured
with son Peter, are keen runners.
You can donate at http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/djharris
Already more than £1,300 has been raised.

Plans for nine houses on Green Belt land
Plans to build nine houses in the grounds of a large
Victorian house in Warmley have been submitted to
South Gloucestershire Council.
The bid for outline planning permission for the site at
Ashlands at 67 London Road calls it a “small-scale
development which fits into an existing built-up area”.
The site is in the Green Belt. Six detached and three
terraced houses are proposed. Three of the homes would
be “affordable housing.”
Siston Parish Council has already spoken out against the
proposals, saying that national and adopted local

Sudoku
1-Easy

planning policies only should be used to determine
speculative planning proposals such as this, and this one
is clearly contrary to both.
“Further claims that this proposal should be favoured
because of the local planning authority being unable to
demonstrate a five-year supply of deliverable housing
land should also be disregarded now that the new land
supply analysis shows that the council is able to
demonstrate a robust five-year land supply.”
The reference number to search for on the council’s
website is P18/6732/O.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 3rd February

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Were you an apprentice at
Copenacre?

My customers are a cut
above!

Dear Stephen
I am trying to trace any apprentices who
undertook a training at the Technician
Apprentice Training Centre (TATC) at the
Royal Naval Stores Depot (RNSD)
Copenacre, near Corsham, and who
attended Bath Technical College as part of
that apprenticeship.

Dear Sir

I would like to thank all my loyal
customers for waiting for me to get back
from holiday to have their hair cut.
There are a lot of barbers now in
Keynsham and I know you could have
gone to any one of them while I was away
but you didn’t and I would like to say I
really appreciate each and every one of my
customers for waiting,
I wouldn’t have a shop without your
support. A big thank you to all.
Sarah @ shortcuts

Searching high and low

I was of the 1973 (10th) intake and I am in
contact with a number of apprentices of
that year, as well as some from other years.
In past years we have successfully
organised get-togethers and I would like to
get one going this year for the 1973 intake,
I would also like to locate any such
apprentice (not just the 1973 intake)
living/working in the area around
Keynsham, e.g. Bath, Bristol, Melksham,
Frome and surrounds; I know that some
live in these areas but I have not managed
to connect with them all.
If anyone was such an apprentice, or
knows of such an apprentice, then it would
be great if you would get in touch!
You can contact me by email at tony@thedolphins.net or by phone on 07785 395
496. There is also a Facebook group –
search TATC RNSD – Copenacre.
Tony Holmes
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Dear Sir
It is stated in last week’s front page article
that the orbital road is necessary to cater
for the expected increase in traffic. Valid
argument. People who would be adversely
affected by the new road plan, object.
Valid argument. Taking both as correct,
what is the answer?
Tunnel under the ground that would
otherwise be ruined/lost, etc. Cost
prohibitive perhaps. Alternatively, building
the road overhead would probably create
even more adverse reaction, and still be
probably cost prohibitive.
There are many examples of overhead
roads, mainly motorways, such as our
local M32 and M5 for instance.
Roger Tilley

Thank you from Hanham
High Street traders
Dear Becky
On behalf of the Hanham High Street
traders and myself, I would like to take this

opportunity to thank you and your paper
for highlighting our problem with the BT
telephone system.
I am pleased to say this has now been
completed and the days of, ‘have we got a
dialing tone today’ are behind us.
It just proves that the power of the Press is
still there and working for everyone.
Bernard Jackson
Chairman of Hanham Business &
Community Partnership

Time for some real
pavement improvements
Dear Stephen
I have to question the purpose of the socalled nine weeks of “pedestrian
improvements” on Bath Hill in Keynsham.
So far, three weeks have passed and three
pedestrian refuges have been moved by a
couple of metres and dimpled paving put
in place, causing great delays to traffic and
undoubtedly costing a large sum of money.
I can only guess that it is supposed to be
for the benefit of certain disabled people,
for whom I am naturally sympathetic.
However, I do question the effectiveness
of these as one blind man I knew well
found the dimpled areas a hinderance as
his white stick got caught in them. Also a
friend who pushes a relative in a
wheelchair finds them a positive hazard,
as does another friend who has

osteoarthritis in her feet. They actually try
to avoid using crossings of this type!
I would ask the highways department of
B&NES who they consulted before
embarking on this project. In the
meantime, many of our pavements in
Keynsham are in a deplorable condition
and a real hazard to many, but especially
the elderly. The actual road surface on
Bath Hill from the gym to the junction
with Avon Mill Lane is also in a very poor
state. With a restricted budget available, I
despair of the some of the choices our
council makes. I can only hope that in the
coming weeks some improvements are
made to the actual pavements.
Hazel Powe

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We aim
to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300
words and supply your full name and
address for reasons of authentication.
Only the name and district where you
live will be reproduced. Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive at
our offices no later than 9.00am on
the Monday of each week.
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Have your say
on Kingswood’s
Love Our High
Street proposals
South Gloucestershire Council says it
wants to hear local people’s views on
proposals to invest in Kingswood High
Street through the) ‘Love Our High
Streets’ project.
The £10m pilot scheme was created by the
West of England Combined Authority
(WECA) last autumn for community-led
high street regeneration in each of the three
local authorities that make up WECA.
Kingswood was chosen as the top priority in
South Gloucestershire
The council now says it has submitted
proposals to WECA worth up to £3m and
wants to use some of the funding to identify
and support community-driven projects and
priorities, so is launching a consultation to
gather the views and suggestions of local
people.
It says its current suggestions for Kingswood
High Street include funding to support:
• action to tackle empty premises
• delivery of a Makerspace Studio – a digital
learning classroom in the high street, with a
range of equipment for use by schools,
families and anyone wanting to improve
their career skills
• work to stabilise Whitfield Tabernacle and
support a Heritage Lottery Fund bid to
further improve the Tabernacle and bring it

back into community use
• future planning of Kingswood urban area
to provide new employment, new housing,
public and green space and to improve
existing heritage
• a range of community-led projects
• additional street cleaning machinery and
new bins
• possible new infrastructure and community
facilities for Kingswood Park and support for
a separate Heritage Lottery Fund application.
The council said: “These proposals follow a
considerable amount of work undertaken by
the council to explore some of the challenges
facing urban high streets. The new Local
Plan consultation document (published in
February 2018) set out the council’s
intentions for a ‘new approach to urban
living’, ‘identifying the potential to improve
and restore the status and performance of the
urban areas’. The priority has also been
recognised nationally by the Government
who announced £675m of investment into a
‘Future High Streets Fund’ to ‘help local
leaders implement bold new visions to
transform their town centres and make them
fit for the future’.”
People are invited to have their say by 6th
March - visit www.southglos.gov.uk/loveour
highstreets

Sainsbury’s Local
store approved
Sainsbury’s has won planning application to
open a convenience store as part of the Lyde
Green Local Centre.
The site on the corner of Willowherb Road
and Thistle Close had already been
earmarked for a store as part of the Lyde

Green Local Centre to serve the growing
estate. Access will be from Thistle Close and
15 car parking spaces and eight spaces for
cycles will be created.
Sainsbury’s has said the store will create 20
to 25 full and part-time jobs.

All eyes on new opticians
A new optical and audiology service is
opening in Emersons Green.
Specsavers in Sainsbury’s will be opening its
doors to customers next month. It will be run
by two store directors, Kevin Clancy and

Neil Foster, who have more than 60 years’
experience between them. Both are also
familiar faces to Specsavers as they
head up the stores in Kingswood and
Fishponds.
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National award for Keynsham
school’s travel plan
A primary school in Keynsham has been
recognised with a national award for its
efforts to encourage pupils to walk and
cycle to school and reduce the impact of
traffic on the school run.
Castle Primary School in Newlands Road
was awarded a Bronze level Modeshift
STARS award. The scheme recognises
schools that demonstrate excellence in
supporting cycling, walking and other
forms of sustainable transport.
Teachers, pupils and parents have been
working with B&NES Council and local
developers to create a ‘healthy street’
outside the school. As a result a new
shared use foot and cycle path, connecting
the school with the new housing
development at Bilbie Green has been
constructed.
The specially widened path, which
enables children to cycle safely to and
from school, alongside pedestrians,
was built by the council with

funding from the developer Taylor
Wimpey. It is the first step in what will
become a network of sustainable routes
between homes and key destinations in
Keynsham.
Chris Cannings, headteacher at Castle
Primary, said: “Having successfully been
re-accredited to Bronze level with
Modeshift STARS we now hope that
improvements in local infrastructure, such
as the new shared path, will enable us to
aim higher in the future. Research has
shown that active travel to school, such as
walking or cycling, wakes up the mind
and body and results in increased
concentration so the benefits will not just
stop outside the school gates.”
Our picture shows teacher Ruth Dean
receiving the certificate from B&NES
councillor Mark Shelford, with the
school's Eco Warriors - Hollie, Ethan,
Caitlin, Lily, Lola, Adam, Olivia, Jessie
& Fin.

‘Outstanding’ rating
for care agency
Whitchurch-based Bluebird Care Bristol
West, which supports disabled adults to
live in their own homes, has been rated as
Outstanding by the Care Quality
Commission.
Based at Osprey Court on Hawkfield
Business Park, the agency was inspected
by the care watchdog over the course of
three days in the autumn and the report
was published at the end of December. At
its previous inspection in 2016 it had been
rated as Good.
The inspection team found that the people

the agency cares for in Bristol, their
relatives and healthcare professionals
were all “exceptionally happy” with the
care and support provided by Bluebird
Care Bristol.
The managers and managing director led
their team by example, showing strong,
inclusive and creative leadership.
The report said Bluebird Care Bristol
worked in partnership with other
professionals to help people stay in their
own homes when they could have been at
risk of being admitted to hospital.
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Concerns raised about
Kingswood care home
The Care Quality Commission has highlighted problems
at Cherry Tree House in Kingswood which is run by
Ocean Community Services Ltd.
The home in Forest Road offers 24-hour residential social
care and support for people with learning disability,
challenging behaviours, autism and physical health needs.
Concerns about the complex needs of people living at the
home were raised with the CQC which then carried out an
unannounced inspection at the end of October.
The care watchdog has now published its report, saying
Cherry Tree House requires improvement in terms of being
safe, effective, caring, responsive, and well-led. Ocean
Community Services Ltd was found to be in breach of
multiple regulations of the Health and Social Care Act. and
has been told to take appropriate action.
The report found that risks had not always been assessed and
the appropriate action was not always taken to minimise the
risk of harm to people and staff.
The inspectors also found that the home was not always
caring, which had affected the wellbeing of people: “They
did not receive continuity of care which was important to
their needs. There was a lack of respect and regard of the
person's needs.”
The report adds: “There was a lack of effective leadership in
the home and the staff did not feel supported. The provider
did not have insight into what was going on in the home and
this led to multiple breaches of regulations.”

However, the inspectors also mention several
positive points, saying they saw staff being
caring towards people and offering them
reassurance when they were distressed.
Residents were supported to participate in
activities and encouraged to attend appointments
with other healthcare professionals and enjoyed
their meals.
Ocean Community Services also runs Overndale
House in Downend (which is rated as Good) and
several homes in South Wales. This week the
company’s operations director Hazel Orr told us:
“We are very disappointed that Cherry Tree
House has been assessed as needing
improvement in a number of areas; reports for
Cherry Tree House have been rated good in the past.
“We have a positive working relationship with the CQC and
recognise their comments about Cherry Tree House are fair
and we understand the reasons why they have highlighted
areas for improvement.”
She explained: “As the report recognised, we are currently
having to manage a very challenging service user whose
additional needs are having a detrimental effect on the usual
smooth running of the service. We are supporting this service
user’s local authority to find a placement which is better
suited to his needs, but finding appropriate placements for
individuals with very complex needs is not a quick process.”

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Sparkling wine (9)

1. Male swan (3)

6. Burnt remains (3)

2. Predict (5)

8. Mendicants (7)

3. Drama (4)

9. Drying frame (5)

4. ------ Klimt, artist (6)

10. Deserve (4)

5. Test (inf.) (4)

11. Vehicle (3)

6. Unpaid debts (7)

13. Look stupidly (4)

7. U-shaped plate (9)

14. Pixies (5)

10. Extremely good (9)

16. Fortress (6)

11. Uninfected (5)

18. Beetroot soup (6)

12. Nonconformist (5)

19. Men (5)

14. Tree (3)

21. Chunk (4)

15. Distress signal (3)

22. Zero (3)

17. Precis (7)

23. Labyrinth (4)

20. Horizontal beam (6)

27. Accurate (5)

24. Greek letter (5)

28. Tread roughly (7)

25. Stalk (4)

30. Plaything (3)

26. Girl (4)

31. Frothy drink (4,5)

29. First woman (3)

She said the arrival of the new manager at Cherry Tree
House, who had been attending training on the first day of
the unannounced CQC inspection, has had an “immediate
and positive impact” which was recognised only a few weeks
later by a South Gloucestershire inspector who noted that the
residents were cared for and treated with dignity and that the
new manager had already made some positive changes.
Mrs Orr added: “We would like to reassure your readers that
we conducted an immediate review when the improvements
were suggested and have put in place robust plans which we
are confident will ensure we receive a good rating again in
our next inspection.”

All gardeners
welcome
Downend Horticultural Society meets on the second
Thursday of the month all year. Gardeners are invited to
come and share ideas and learn from each other.
Members had an interesting talk in January about ‘The
Botanic Gardens of Sydney, New Zealand and
Singapore’. The National Orchid Garden is located in
the centre of the Singapore Botanic Gardens and has one
of the most extensive collections in the world.
The next meeting is on Thursday 14th February at
7.30pm at the Assembly Hall, Salisbury Road,
Downend. Tea and coffee and home-made cakes will be
served at the start of the evening. The topic will be ‘The
Winter Garden’.
Everyone is welcome. For further details call Roger
Davis on 0117 9571703 or Hilary Walton on 0117
9792832.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in February

Valentine’s Day
On board the love train
Treat your loved one to a special High Tea on Valentine’s Day (Thursday 14th February) in
the fully restored static carriage ‘Rose’ at Avon Valley Railway at Bitton.
The menu includes finger sandwiches, homemade scones with clotted cream and jam, a
selection of dainty cakes, a pot of tea or coffee plus a glass of Prosecco.
The cost is £13.95 per head. Advance booking is required. Call 0117 9325538.

Romance on the menu
B Block restaurant in Keynsham’s Chocolate Quarter is offering a special Valentine’s Day
menu on Thursday 14th February. The offer includes a glass of prosecco, pizza and dessert
for £18.50. For bookings email info@b-blockpizza.co.uk

Dark comedy date night
For a different way to celebrate Valentine’s Day on Thursday 14th February, director Tim
Burton’s classic film The Corpse Bride will be screened in the Anglican Chapel at Arnos Vale.
The bar opens at 6pm and the 77-minute film starts at 7pm.Tickets are £10.
The film is rated PG. There is parking on site. For tickets visit www.arnosvale.org.uk

Bristol Male Voice Choir
The popular Bristol Male Voice Choir will
be celebrating their 50th anniversary with
a special concert at Saltford Hall on

Friday 1st March. Tickets costing £10 are
on sale now from 0117 956 0805 or
www.bristolmvs.org.uk
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Curious about Keynsham
A special half-term event will
allow youngsters to get hands on
with some of Keynsham’s history.
On Wednesday 20th February at
The Space there will be the
opportunity to see and handle
objects such as Roman jewellery
and medieval floor tiles from
Keynsham Abbey. They will also
be able to have a go at pottery
dating and even create a tile to
take home. The event is free and
runs from 11am to 3 pm.

Get into nature
this half term
There's lots to see at the National Trust’s
Dyrham Park as the days start to get
longer and the first flowers of spring start
to appear.
Craft activities will be held each half-term
weekday from 18th to 22nd February
themed around nature, birds and winter
wildlife at Old Lodge play area in the
parkland.
You can also try out the new weather trail
designed for the whole family where you
can learn about different types of weather,
make shadow puppets, measure rainfall
with a gauge, create human weathervanes and find out about barometers. The

17th century, when Dyrham Park house
was in its heyday, was the time when
people started to record the weather and
when the barometer was first invented.
There are plenty of covered picnic areas
at Old Lodge in case the weather is bad.
From Saturday 16th February the whole
site will be open an hour later until 5pm,
with last entry at 4pm so visitors can
make the most of the longer days.
Dyrham Park, which also has a 17th
century house to explore, is situated just
off Junction 18 of the M4. Find out more
at https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dyr
ham-park

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in February

Church panto Pole fitness show for charity
Kingswood Methodist Church’s 2019 panto is Jack
and the Beanstalk.
It will be performed on Friday and Saturday 1st and
2nd February at 7pm and there will also be a Saturday
matinee performance at 2pm.
Tickets are £6 for adults and £3 for under 14s. Pay on
the door on the day or reserve by contacting Peter on
0117 3731849 or emailing peteshears@msn.com
All proceeds will go to Bristol Haematology and
Oncology Centre.

Saltford Hall plays host to a wide range of activities and
entertainment but on Saturday 16th February it may well
prove to be a first when members of Studio 11 Pole Fitness
present their showcase.
Instructors Lisa Henderson, Vania Vitillo, Lucille Lyric and
Jen Schuring run classes at their studio in Keynsham for a
wide range of ages, from 18 to 60. While this is the first time
Studio 11 will be putting on a show, for Lisa this is the latest
of many similar events which have raised more than £50,000
for local charities across the West Country.
The show will showcase class routines of dance and aerial
performances which are certain to amaze the audience. All
participants have raised personal sponsorship to take part
and, along with ticket sales and a raffle on the night, funds
raised will go to Help Bristol Homeless. A representative
from the organisation will also give a talk on the work it does
in converting container units into emergency housing for the

homeless and supporting them back into employment.
Doors open at 7.30pm and there is a licensed bar. Showtime
is at 8pm. Tickets cost £10 on the door or in advance from
Studio 11. If you are interested in providing a raffle prize,
call Studio 11 on 0779 227 8012.

A trio of stand-up artists
This month’s Keynsham Comedy Club features three standup artists – Joe Rowntree, Tom Lucy and Alistair Barrie.
The date is Friday 15th February at The Space, with doors

16

opening at 7.30pm and the first act on at 8.15pm.
Tickets are £14 on the door of £11 (plus booking fee) online.
For more details visit the SmileySpaces Facebook page.
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Our real chance to tackle
travel and transport problems
West of England Mayor Tim Bowles
writes the second of his regular columns
for The Week In
It shouldn’t come as a surprise to any of us who live here,
but I read with interest about figures suggesting nearly
100 people are moving to the region every week from
London. After all, our region ticks a lot of boxes for many
looking for a place to live and work with plenty of skilled
jobs, bustling nightlife and stunning countryside all on
our doorstep.
We’re a successful region with a good story to tell but our
success also brings challenges, one of the biggest being
congestion. I’ve lived here for over 30 years and like many
of us, I’ve been stuck in traffic and sadly, as we all know,
there’s no magic wand to fix this overnight.
However, we now have a real opportunity to tackle this issue
together as a region. Our vision for travel and transport
across the West of England is released for consultation next
month, marking another major step forward in our journey
to improve where we live over the next 20 years.
It’s called the Joint Local Transport Plan and it’s an example
of the West of England Combined Authority and the councils
coming together to find solutions which work across
boundaries. The last plan was released in 2011 and as a
result, we’ve seen rail journeys increase by more than half,
bus passenger numbers go up by more than a third and
cycling more than double.
The opportunities are even bigger now because the
government backed the region to take back control through
devolution, creating the West of England Combined
Authority and my role as Regional Mayor. We now speak to
government with one voice and they’ve given us millions to
improve transport across the region.
Our vision for transport over the next 20 years will see big
improvements to journeys in and around where you live by
improving roads, train stations, cycling infrastructure, the
continued roll-out of metrobus and new Park & Ride sites.
For example, a new Hicks Gate Park & Ride would be
complemented by planned changes to Hicks Gate
roundabout, including a new link between the A4174 and A4
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Tim Bowles, left, with Tim Warren, leader of B&NES Council

Keynsham bypass.
Keynsham railway station will be upgraded to ensure its
accessible for everyone and the waiting areas will be
improved too. We plan to continue to roll-out Metrobus
services with new routes along the A4 between Keynsham
and Bristol, Whitchurch and Emersons Green and explore
options to extend services to Bath. Metrobus is working, with
passenger numbers exceeding all expectations across the
services already up and running.
We will improve our local rail services too by introducing
half-hourly services between Severn Beach and Bath. For the
first time, you’ll be able to travel directly from Bath to
Clifton, Keynsham to Redland and everywhere in-between
without having to change trains at Bristol Temple Meads.
This will cut congestion across the region by providing a real

alternative to the car across an area stretching from South
Gloucestershire to Bath.
Our long-term ambitions also include innovative mass transit
options which could include underground and overground
rail or buses with routes from Bath and Keynsham into
Bristol and onwards to Bristol Airport. It’s not something
that we can deliver overnight, so it’s essential that we do the
groundwork to understand what this might look like and how
much it would cost.
I could fill many more pages with details of the Joint Local
Transport Plan as it’s a huge step forward to ensure transport
in the West of England is fit for the future. The public
consultation on the plan opens in February and I urge you to
have your say, because these plans will transform the way
we travel around the region.
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Improvements at historic moat after
last summer’s ‘unprecedented issues’
Following concerns raised about the condition of Barrs
Court Moat last summer, Historic England and owner
South Gloucestershire Council have been working to
restore and improve the 14th century site.
Historic England (HE) sent an expert to inspect the scheduled

The moat last summer

monument after the extreme and prolonged spell of hot and
dry weather caused water levels to drop massively, with a
devastating effect on wildlife.
An HE spokesperson told us this week that a work party from
Leyhill Prison has cleared large areas of 'difficult to manage'
vegetation which has allowed the local Friends group
MOATivation to manage the site better: “We are now
working with the council on ways to improve the level and
quality of water within the moat. We are also in discussions
with them about future uses for the site."
A South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson added:
“We’ve been working closely with Historic England and
have put a considerable amount of time and energy in to
restore and improve conditions since the unprecedented
issues experienced last summer.
“The water in the moat has now returned to its usual level,
and we’ve carried out work to repaint benches and remove a
fallen tree.
“We aim to carry out further improvement work in the future,
which will take place in consultation with the MOATivation
community group.”

The moat is now full of water again

Lis Jardine, who chairs MOATivation, says volunteers are
welcome to join them for their next work day which is
planned for Sunday 3rd March. It will start at 11am and
finish at around 4pm, weather permitting. Search for
MOATivation on Facebook.

Situations Vacant

Volunteer coordinator required
Friends in Need are a group of volunteers who work under
the umbrella of Churches Together in Keynsham and
Saltford. They arrange transport for housebound and elderly
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people to keep appointments at local surgeries and hospitals.
A co-ordinator is required to work one morning a week from
home (9.30am to 12.30pm) answering calls and arranging
transport from a list of volunteer drivers. This is a
worthwhile job and much appreciated by the people who
benefit from the help. Volunteer drivers are also required.
For more details please Mary Face 0117 9863960 or email
c.face@btinternet.com.

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and
low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings
is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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Councillor pitches in to help
Rodway ward councillor Michael Bell has donated a £500
grant from his South Gloucestershire Council Member
Awarded Funding money towards a tractor to maintain the
sports pitches at the Blackhorse Road Playing Field in
Mangotsfield.
He is pictured right with Pete Brown, a trustee of The
Blackhorse Sports and Community Association and Chair of
AFC Mangotsfield and the new machine.
Mr Brown said: "I would like to thank Cllr Bell for very
kindly donating £500 from his MAF money towards the cost
of the tractor. This will be of great benefit to the local teams
who use our facilities and vastly reduce the time taken on
maintaining our pitches."
AFC Mangotsfield run football teams for all age groups from
six to adult and are always looking for new players. For

Public Notices

further information call Pete Brown on 0791 633 9918 or
email petebrwn@yahoo.co.uk

We’re doing a good job,
says councillor in charge
of South Glos roads
The Cabinet member in charge of highways in South
Gloucestershire has defended the council’s efforts to
maintain roads and tackle potholes.
Colin Hunt, who is responsible for Planning, Transport
& Strategic Environment, was speaking last Thursday at
the Downend, Bromley Heath & Emersons Green
Community Engagement Forum after a resident raised
concerns at the meeting that some road surfaces in the
area are “deteriorating rapidly”.
Cllr Hunt, who represents Emersons Green on the
council, responded by saying that he had to defend the
work of the council as South Gloucestershire is one of the
best in the country at maintaining roads and tackling
potholes, with a very big rolling programme. He said that
with extra money from the Government to tackle

potholes, the council has been able to take on two extra
gangs.
He highlighted the difference between South
Gloucestershire and neighbouring Gloucestershire,
saying he had recently driven to Wotton-under-Edge and
as he had crossed the county border, he had remarked to
his son that the road was “like a war zone”.
He said people “like to moan to their mates” about
potholes but encouraged them instead to tell the council
if they know of one that needs fixing, and a team will be
sent out promptly to fix it.
The council repairs in excess of 1,000 potholes in South
Gloucestershire every month. You can report a pothole or
damaged surface on roads and pavements on the council’s
website.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Electrical

Garden Services

Health & Fitness

Home
Maintenance

Aerials

Motor Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Carpet Fitters

An advert
like this costs

Events

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Architectural
Services

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

Fencing
Carpet Cleaning

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
Logs

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13

Appliances

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

Garden Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the discount
rate.

Guttering

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Plastering

Plumbers

Skip Hire

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Painting
& Decorating

An advert
like this costs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Waste Disposal

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Therapies

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Plumbers

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18

Tile Services

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Roofing

TVs

Windows & Doors

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Piano
Lessons
PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM. Age 6+
Adult beginners welcome.
email adavy6258@gmail.com
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Advertising Feature

You too can make your Future Bright in 2019
More and more people are taking the step to kickstart their career with Future Bright and get
personal career coaching and support.
Future Bright is a free service offering career advice,
training and support to residents in Bath and North
East Somerset, Bristol and South Gloucestershire,
aged 19 and over who receive in-work benefits or
tax credits. It can help people develop new skills,
improve their career and boost their income through:
• Tailored support from a dedicated career coach
• Practical help to take control of your work and pay
• Training and development designed for you.
Future Bright is making a real difference to people’s
lives, boosting their skills and improving their career
prospects.
Sue Manning, a school dinner lady, said: “I’ve been
working with my Future Bright coach to identify
potential jobs to match my interests and skills. My
coach has really helped and I now feel I can achieve
my goal to improve my career prospects and pay.”
Angela Madison, a self-employed dog-boarder,
wanted to increase her income and grow her
business. She said: “The help I have been given has
been unbelievable – honest and positive. My coach
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has given me the courage to
push myself. I’m feeling so
much more hopeful about my
future and can’t thank Future
Bright enough.”
Future Bright is managed by the
West of England Combined
Authority and is being delivered
locally by Bath & North East
Somerset, Bristol and South
Gloucestershire Councils.
Sue Manning
West of England Mayor, Tim
Bowles said: “It’s been wonderful to meet people
who are already benefiting from Future Bright and
hear how it’s providing help and support that’s really
flexible and tailored to their specific needs – putting
them on the right path to securing a better future for
themselves and their families. I urge anyone who
wants to improve their job opportunities, boost their
income or pick up some new skills to get in touch
and join our Future Bright journey.”
To find out more about Future Bright and how it
could help you, visit www.futurebright.org.uk or
contact your local council’s Future Bright team:

Bath & North East Somerset
Email: futurebright@bathnes.gov.uk
Phone: 01225 395555
Bristol
Email: futurebright@bristol.gov.uk
Phone: 0117 9222250
South Gloucestershire
Email: future.bright@southglos.gov.uk
Phone: 01454 866008
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