
The new year has got off to a frustrating start in the

Keynsham area which is besieged by a series of

roadworks.

Pedestrian improvement work began last week on Bath

Hill and is scheduled to last nine weeks. There are three-

way, off-peak traffic controls but nonetheless they have

been causing long tailbacks.

Adding to the congestion last week were roadworks in

Charlton Road with traffic lights near HSBC and the

Royal British Legion but that work now appears to be

completed.

However, further up Charlton Road near the new Bloor

Homes development, three months of roadworks with

more traffic lights are under way. And this week B&NES

Council closed nearby

Redlynch Lane for five

days for “essential

carriageway works”.

Water main renewal works

began in Chewton

Keynsham last week and

are set to last up to 22

weeks. 
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Continued from page 1
Chewton Road will be closed at times and motorists face

long diversions. Meanwhile Park Road in Keynsham has

been closed from New Year’s Eve from its junction with

Coronation Avenue to the junction with Dunster Road for

water mains renovation work. The work is likely to take up

to two months and diversions are signposted.

People have been expressing their frustration on social media

about the simultaneous roadworks. And Duncan Hounsell,

Chair of Keynsham and Saltford Liberal Democrats, said it

is was ironic that the local Conservative Transport Manifesto

was titled ’Getting B&NES moving’ when the current works

and temporary traffic lights were bringing Keynsham to its

knees. 

He said: “The Tories wrote that they believed that ‘people

have the right to be able to get from A to B as quickly and

conveniently as possible by the best mode of transport as

possible’. The situation in Keynsham is grim for drivers and

is affecting everyone including the local traders and bus

passengers. 

“The situation on Bath Hill is dangerous for pedestrians too.

Frustrated drivers accelerate when lights turn green making

it very dangerous for pedestrians to use the pedestrian

crossing. Tory B&NES Council needs to explain all the

works currently being undertaken and describe the steps it is

making to mitigate the effects. Keynsham deserves better.”

Martin Curtis, of Bath Bus Company, said that in addition to

the Keynsham roadworks there has also been single line

working at Newton St Loe causing lengthy tail-backs, plus

roadworks at Brislington Park & Ride.

He told us: “Maintaining regular bus services in these

conditions is extremely difficult. It isn’t simply keeping to

the timetable for the public but also ensuring drivers are able

to take their legally required breaks from driving. 

“The A4 is constantly monitored through tracking however,

and we watch in an effort to identify delays and where

possible correct them. We ask passengers to be patient and

for anyone travelling to connect with flights to allow extra

time while these conditions prevail.”

Keynsham under siege from roadworks

Adding to the traffic congestion in and around Keynsham

was a crash at the Two Headed Man on Monday morning

between a car and a minibus. 

Avon Fire & Rescue crews from Hicks Gate and Bath

used cutting equipment to free a woman believed to be

in her 40s who was trapped in her vehicle. She was then

taken to hospital.

The accident at the junction of the A39 and B3116, where

road improvement works were carried out by B&NES

Council in 2017, caused hours of disruption for motorists

with the A39 closed and police sealing off the Wellsway

from its junction with Bath Hill in Keynsham.

Crash adds to the
traffic problems

Darran is receiving intensive care

Park Road roadworks

Traffic in Keynsham



Three new benches have been installed in

the Memorial Garden in front of Hanham

Community Centre. 

The benches, which all face the war

memorial, have been paid for by Hanham

Parish Council.

The benches replace two wooden bench

seats in the garden which had been repaired

over the years. One was recently vandalised

again so the parish council decided that it

was more cost effective to replace them. 

Chair of the parish council June Bamford

said: “We thought it would be a fitting

tribute to provide three new war memorial

bench seats for the Memorial Garden in

Hanham to commemorate all loss of life in

all conflicts.”

One bench commemorates World War One,

another World War Two and the third is an

Armed Forces bench which the parish

councillors are standing by in this picture,

from left, John & Heather Goddard, Bernard

Jackson, Betty Gearing, Brenda Langley &

June Bamford.
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South Gloucestershire Council is consulting residents on

proposed parking restrictions which affect more than 40

roads in Kingswood.

There are plans to put double yellow lines at various

junctions to improve visibility, as well as at locations that

will improve traffic flow. 

Advisory Keep Clear markings will be converted to no

waiting at any time restrictions or no waiting at specified

times (single yellow lines) to improve access and allow

enforcement at locations where parked vehicles cause

congestion.

The council is planning to make an order prohibiting vehicles

waiting at any time in parts of Alma Road, Barnwood Close,

Blue Falcon Road, Boultons Lane, Boultons Road, Brook

Road, Burnham Drive, Cennick Avenue, Chipperfield Drive,

Church Road (Kingswood), Church Road (Staple Hill),

Collingwood Avenue, Crown Road, Dawn Rise, Deanery

Road, Deerhurst, Downend Road, Gilbert Road, Gladstone

Street, Hilltop Gardens, Hilltop Road, Hill View, Holly Hill

Road, Honey Hill Road, Hunters Drive, Kennington Avenue,

Kingsholme Road, Lansdown Road, London Street,

Mulberry Drive, Neville Road, New Cheltenham Road,

Nympsfield, Park Road, Pool Road, Pound Road, Seymour

Road, Shortwood View, Spring Hill, Stanton Close, Staynes

Crescent, Sweets Close, Sweets Road and Worcester Road.

The order would also prohibit vehicles from waiting between

8am and 6pm Monday to Saturday in parts of Kennington

Avenue. Waiting restrictions in Chase Road, St Stephen’s

Road, Soundwell Road, Staynes Crescent, Syston Way,

Tenniscourt Road, The Park, Wellington Road, Walnut Lane

and Worcester Road would also be amended to comply with

the order.

Full details can be seen online and at Staple Hill Library.

In a separate consultation, the council wants to introduce no

stopping restrictions (‘School Keep Clear’ zig-zags) to allow

enforcement at locations where traffic flow is restricted due

to parked vehicles, which cause congestion and safety

concerns. The roads affected are Brook Road, Crown Road,

and Mulberry Drive. 

And people are also being asked to have their say on

proposed waiting restrictions to improve short-term parking

facilities for visitors to Kingswood Civic Centre. A three-

hour limit will also include the disabled spaces. The council

says enforcement will provide more available car parking

spaces for visits by customers and will reduce misuse by

other members of the public.  

People are invited to comment on all these proposals which

share a deadline of 4th February. Search under Consultations

on the council’s website. If you do not have internet access

but wish to have your voice heard call 01454 863616.

Proposed parking changes affect
more than 40 roads in Kingswood

Spring Hill is one of the many roads affected by
the proposals
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Pledge to rebuild library destroyed in  
The mini library that opened in

an old phone box in Oldland

Common last summer was

destroyed by fire last week.

Firefighters were called out in the

early hours of last Tuesday after

what appears was an arson attack

on the popular book exchange in

Westcourt Drive.

The library was officially opened

in July by bestselling author

Susan Lewis, who grew up in

Kingswood, and after learning of

the fire she immediately pledged

her support to get it up and

running again. 

The idea for the community

project came from friends Sarah

Hemings, Deb Wright and Anne

Thomson who were inspired after

reading an article in The Week In

about BT’s Adopt A Kiosk

scheme.

They presented their idea to

Bitton Parish Council which

approved the application and paid

the necessary £1 fee to finalise the

lease on the redundant red phone

box. The trio and other volunteers

worked hard over several months

to prepare it for the grand

opening.

Although devastated by the fire,

the friends say that all the positive

comments and offers of help that

they have received have given

them the strength and

determination to start again.

“We will rebuild our beautiful

phone box and make it lovely

again, ready for all our wonderful

readers and supporters,” they told

The Week In.

The first thing that needs doing is

to get an electrician to make the

electrics safe. The box will need a

major clean; the windows will

need replacing and new shelving

will have to be installed. They

have more books so restocking it

will not be a problem.

This week Bitton parish

councillors said they were

extremely disappointed to learn of

the fire which has destroyed the

library: “So much hard work was

put into it by the team who led

this project. Bitton Parish Council

fully supports them to re-instate

the library and will do everything

possible to make sure that this

wanton vandalism does not end

this wonderful facility, which was

used and enjoyed by many local

people.”

There has also been an offer of

support from Downend Round

Table, and Unity Oldland

Methodist Church has given a

money box to start collecting

donations for repairs. 

The police have carried out

house-to-house inquiries and no

CCTV is available of the incident

but there is a crime reference

number if anyone has any

information about who may

responsible. It is 5219004696.

Anyone able to do anything to

help Sarah, Deb and Anne rebuild

the library can contact them either

through Facebook – search for

Oldland Phone Box Library - or

email at buzzz29@hotmail.com Sealed off: the mini library with its ruined books
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arson attack

Susan Lewis at the opening last summer

A huge surge in recycling over the festive period saw

delayed collections in South Gloucestershire.

The council apologised on social media for delayed

collections in the first week of the new year and said it

was working with its waste contractor SUEZ to clear the

backlog as quickly as possible. 

On 4th January the council posted: “For roads still waiting

for collections, SUEZ will collect paper, card, cans and

plastic together in one vehicle. Food and glass will be

collected separately with a different vehicle. The mixed

materials will be sent to an alternative facility to be

separated and they will all be recycled. This is a one-off

solution to clear any remaining recycling from missed

collections and put us back on schedule.”

There was some criticism on social media about there not

being enough staff to clear the backlog from the bank

holidays and that rubbish was strewn over the road,

pavements and verges. 

One commented: “High level of demand? It’s the week

after Xmas, what were you expecting? Poor planning on

the part of SGC sorry, and expecting crews to do double

the amount of work because of lacklustre foresight -

unacceptable.”

A council spokesperson said: “We would like to thank our

residents for their efforts to recycle over Christmas and

New Year. We do not yet have the detailed figures of what

was collected in December, these will be ready towards

the end of January. 

“However, anecdotally, our crews have been unloading

recyclable material twice as often as they do on a normal

day. 

“Since the change to weekly recycling in June 2017 and

smaller black bins last year, we now recycle over 51% of

the household waste we collect.” 

Surge in recycling over
the festive season

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



8                                                                                                                                                                                                                        The Week in • Wednesday 16th January 2019

A petition calling for the new m1 metrobus to stop at

the Oatlands Avenue bus stop on Bamfield in

Whitchurch has been signed by more than 600 people.

First withdrew the No 50 bus service when the new M1

metrobus route started on 6th January. But the service

change means the bus stop at the centre of Bamfield

has no stopping services as the m1 only uses the stops at

the two ends – almost a mile apart. Bamfield has five sets

of bus stops along its length but the metrobus uses just

two.

Bristol Lib Dems, who have set up the petition, say the

stop near the Oatlands Avenue roundabout is the most

used as it serves Asda and Whitchurch Health Centre and

500 households live within 300 metres of it. 

The petition says: “With no bus service local residents will

be expected to walk unacceptable distances, some

shoppers will not be able to reach their local supermarket

and many people will find it difficult to access their

doctor’s surgery…residents could face having to walk

distances twice the government guidance for maximum

distances.”

Local Lib Dem councillors Harriet Clough and Tim Kent

have raised the issue with First Bus, Bristol City Council

and the Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees and have secured a

promise of a review but say they want an immediate

agreement to amend the metrobus service.

The new 96 Brislington to Hengrove service introduced

as part of the shake-up of bus routes in South Bristol is

causing problems for users.

The changes came into force from 6th January with the

launch of the m1 metrobus from Hengrove Park to Cribbs

Causeway.

The 96 is part of a major restructuring of the 36 which

First said was needed because congestion was seriously

impacting on its reliability. The 36 has been split into two

services, with the new 36 operating between the City

Centre and Brislington via Barton Hill and St Annes, and

the 96 running between Hengrove Depot, via Hengrove

Park Hospital and Broadwalk Shopping Centre and

Brislington. However, the 96 does not have evening or

Sunday services.

One frustrated bus user said: “If you happen to work full

time Monday to Friday, visiting someone in South Bristol

Hospital is a non-starter - the last bus back is at 6.37pm.”

Some people who work on the Brislington Trading Estate

are reportedly struggling to get home to South Bristol

from work and have a longer journey - having to get the

39 into the city centre and then the 92 to Hengrove.

‘Part-time’
bus service
under fire

Petition calls for
extra metrobus
stop in Whitchurch

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 20th January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-5pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

There are growing calls for the reinstatement of the bus

service from Somerdale in Keynsham to Whitchurch.

There is no other public transport link than the 636 service

which operates a limited service on just three days a week.

In January 2015 B&NES Council started running a 637

service from Somerdale, via Charlton Road and Whitchurch

to the South Bristol Hospital at Hengrove Park using funds

received from Taylor Wimpey under a Section 106 agreement

for the development. But by March 2016 the council

withdrew the service, claiming that few or no passengers

were using the service from Somerdale and that the majority

of passengers it carried were between Whitchurch and

Hengrove, wholly within the Bristol City Council boundary.

Local residents are now saying that not only was the

Somerdale housing project at a very early stage during that

time, the Bilbie Green development on Charlton Road was

still under construction. Added to that, the neighbouring 200-

house development on Charlton Road is currently well under

way and the first residents have moved into The Bridles and

Staunton Manor Farm at Whitchurch. Just last week, the

much-delayed m1 metrobus route finally launched, providing

a rapid link through central Bristol to Cribbs Causeway.

The original 637 route started in January 2015 because, under

the terms of the S106 agreement between B&NES and Taylor

Wimpey, the developer had to hand over a contribution of

£800,000 towards the operation of the service for a period of

three years from the date of the first house to be occupied at

Somerdale. By the time the service was withdrawn, fewer

than 200 of the planned 587 homes at Somerdale had been

delivered while The Chocolate Quarter, with its retirement

village and office space for more than 500 staff, was a

building site.

Since then, bus services along Charlton Road have been

severely impacted. The 38 service to Bath was withdrawn,

initially at evenings and weekends and then completely,

forcing residents to have to change

buses in Keynsham High Street. The

349 has also gone through a number of

changes, again with evening and

weekend services particularly

squeezed.

In late 2013 when Barratt Homes

lodged its planning application to build

266 homes at Bilbie Green, the

supporting transport assessment listed

10 different local bus services which

served Charlton Road. Although these

included once daily school services and

the weekly ASDA shuttle bus, they also

included half-hourly services to Bristol

and Bath as well as Saturday and

Sunday frequencies.

B&NES, like almost all local councils

has sought to divest itself of its

obligation to local bus provision as it

struggles to balance the books in the

light of cuts in government funding. Last year it is estimated

that councils across the country reduced spending on bus

service support by over £180m. Along with neighbouring

Bristol and South Gloucestershire councils, part of the reason

for this in B&NES has been the transfer of responsibility for

bus services to the West of England Combined Authority

(WECA). The 2017 Bus Services Act did give WECA the

authority to become a regional transport authority, even

franchising routes and deciding fares as happens in London. 

Progress has not been as rapid as some had hoped, however.

With WECA only established in 2017, the transfer of

responsibility from the individual councils has been hindered

primarily by a lack of staff at the new regional authority.

However, at its last meeting in November last year, WECA

did agree the first steps in taking on responsibility for

concessionary travel, bus service information, community

transport and supported bus provision. Since last summer,

staff have also been working with the local councils on the

region’s bus strategy. The bus strategy was a requirement of

devolution and is also integral to the evolving West of

England Joint Local Plan. Stage 1 of the bus strategy is due

to be presented at WECA’s next committee meeting on 1st

February and Stage 2, which is due to have started this

month, includes a proposal to review how supported bus

routes are prioritised. 

The meeting on 1st February takes place in the Bristol City

Council chamber (10.30am) and will also agree WECA’s

budget for 2019-20.

Calls for the return of a Somerdale
to Whitchurch bus service

The 637 service was operated by Wessex Bus
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LETTERS
People of Keynsham have

been duped 

Dear Stephen

I absolutely despair of hearing once regular

shoppers saying they rarely come shopping

in Keynsham because of the inaccessibility

due to the road system. People from Saltford,

Wellsway and Chandag Road, etc. who come

to Keynsham less and less regularly for one

reason and one reason only. In fact anyone

further than walking distance from the town

centre have turned elsewhere to shop.

Shame on those who made these decisions

unilaterally without asking the residents and

I mean all the residents what they wanted.

Shame on you for ignoring business

concerns. Those who did express an opinion

did not get what they wanted anyway. The

only people who got what they wanted are

the same people who used a box-ticking

exercise to validate a 'done deal' before they

even consulted anyone.

Once again shame on you. You have duped

and insulted the businesses and residents of

Keynsham quite deliberately. The random

sample survey into our road system was

flawed. The figures and processes do not add

up and you know it. The implementation is

flawed. It is not what the majority wanted.

Please vote for independent candidates at the

forthcoming elections. I say this not because

I am affiliated but because your current

representatives do not represent you and

deserve to be ousted.

Chris Oliver

Show more respect on the

Railway Path 

Dear Editor

A few weeks ago I provided first aid to a

cyclist on the Bristol and Bath Railway Path.

The cyclist was in considerable pain and

lying on the path while we waited for an

ambulance. Thank you to those of you who

slowed down, who gave us a wide berth and

to those who offered help, but there were

some who didn't - passing at speed within

centimetres of the injured person.

Then a few days ago I became that cyclist,

laid out on the Railway Path and waiting for

an ambulance.

As a regular cyclist along this path I

regularly see someone laid out in similar

circumstances. Surely this can't be right. The

Railway Path is there for all to use. It would

be a shame to see the path narrowed, painted,

chicaned, speed bumped, restricted when all

is needed is a bit more respect to other users.

Please remain vigilant when cycling on the

Railway Path. Please slow down when you

see others. Above all be prepared to stop

quickly and safely.

Names & address supplied

Invitation to join Lunch

Club in Warmley 

Dear Editor

I am writing on behalf of the Warmley

Community Centre Monday Lunch Club.

Our membership is gradually declining due

to illness and the inevitable things that

happen to older people.

We are run by the RVS from 10.30am-

2.30pm each Monday. For a charge of £6 we

have tea/coffee and biscuits on arrival

followed by a raffle and auction. Next is a

two-course home cooked lunch with tea and

coffee afterwards. The afternoon is rounded

off by an hour of entertainment which is

always excellent. Kingswood Community

Transport also runs a service in the area.

Please come along and support us and you

will be assured of a warm welcome. You

need to be 60 or over and we have both men

and women members. If you need any more

information please ring me – Kay – on

07903 046256.

We look forward to seeing you.

Kay Goodsell

Turn 2+ lane into a proper

bus lane 

Dear Editor

Further to the letter from Nick in Oldland in

Issue 557, headlined ‘Appalling’ abuse of

ring road’s 2+ lane. He omits another

alternative solution to the problem of the

regular and continuing abuse of the 2+ lane

on the A4174 Ring Road.

The obvious solution is to turn the 2+ lane

into a proper bus lane. This would be easier

to police and dramatically improve

timekeeping of the metrobus and South Glos

Lynx services from Yate, benefitting many

hundreds of users at peak times.

James Freeman

Managing Director

First West of England

Thanks to everyone who

came to my aid 

Dear Editor

Through your paper I would like to thank all

those kind people who came to my

assistance after I had a fall outside the Post

Office on Keynsham High Street on Friday

21st December. 

They were all very supportive and waited

with me until the ambulance arrived.

I am now home and on the road to recovery.

My sincere thanks.

Jeffery Jones

Volunteers needed for

annual spring clean 

Dear The Week In

I’m once again asking for volunteers to take

part in the annual spring clean in the current

Rodway ward, which includes Mangotsfield

and the Chiphouse area of Kingswood. 

All equipment will be provided. If interested

please contact me - michael.

bell@southglos.gov.uk  - or phone 0787 563

1817.

Cllr Michael Bell 

19as bus service is

appalling 

Dear Editor

The 19a bus service has gone from bad to

worse and no one seems interested in doing

anything about it! 

Despite rallies in Bristol and emails, phone

calls and letters from passengers let down by

this service to their local councils, their MPs,

First Bus itself, the Metro Mayor’s office,

and the West of England Combined

Authority, and despite the council actually

subsidising this service, no one does

anything to bring First Bus to account for its

shoddy treatment of its customers. 

People who rely on this bus feel treated with

contempt as the council pours money into the

pockets of First Bus who more and more

frequently don't even bother to run the buses

- money for nothing and nice work if you can

get it eh, Mr Freeman? 

It happens almost every day now, and at all

different times. Thursday 3rd January

1.19pm, no bus, Wednesday 9th January

10.19am no bus, Thursday 10th January

8.11am, no bus. And that's just my

experience! Maybe if Mr Freeman was

waiting for an hour and a half in freezing

temperatures, he might run the buses he is

paid for? 

Please, if you are affected by the late or non-

running of this service then contact the

council as, if everyone did this, then maybe

they would have to sit up and take notice and
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LETTERS
just maybe they would stop lining the

pockets of First Bus which is the only thing

that might make them improve. 

Mrs L Vockings

Oldland Common 

The Week In has asked Mr Freeman to
respond

Marking Holocaust

Memorial Day  

Dear Editor

Next week marks the 74th anniversary of the

liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland,

the largest Nazi death camp, by Allied forces

on January 27th, 1945 towards the end of the

Second World War. 

The Holocaust, one of the deadliest and most

vicious acts in modern history perpetrated on

the human race, saw the mass killing of six

million Jewish children, women and men by

the genocidal Nazi regime. 

As well as Jews, other groups were also

targeted, such as gypsies, homosexuals,

liberals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Poles, Soviets,

those with mental and physical disabilities,

and Afro-Germans. 

Every January, people across the world come

together to mark the anniversary of the end

of the Holocaust, as we will do here in Bath

& North East Somerset. 

This year’s theme, ‘Torn from Home’,

encourages us to reflect on how the enforced

loss of a safe place to call ‘home’ is part of

the trauma faced by anyone experiencing

persecution and genocide. We’ll reflect on

what happens when individuals, families and

communities are driven out of, or wrenched

from their homes, because of persecution or

the threat of genocide, alongside the

continuing difficulties survivors face as they

try to find and build new homes when the

genocide is over. 

This year also includes marking the 25th

anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda,

which began in April 1994 and the 40th

anniversary of the end of the Genocide in

Cambodia, which ended in 1979. 

Please do join us at the Guildhall in Bath as

we host a special event to remember the

Holocaust and other atrocities on Thursday

24th January at 5.30pm in the Guildhall,

High Street, Bath. Please email the Chair’s

secretary if you’d like to attend:

Ben ice_Hampton@bathnes .gov.uk .

Refreshments will be provided. 

Cllr Karen Walker, Chairwoman,

B&NES Council

Cllr Sarah Bevan, Human Rights

spokesperson, B&NES Council

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any

political or commercial interest.   We aim

to produce a balanced and accurate view

of local news and welcome comments

from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full

but reserve the right to shorten or clarify

the contents or to refuse publication.

Please try to keep letters under 300

words and supply your full name and

address for reasons of authentication.

Only the name and district where you

live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is

possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive at
our offices no later than 9.00am on
the Monday of each week. 
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk

The Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees will be attending a meeting in Whitchurch

tomorrow (Thursday) with objectors to the proposed A4-A37 link road through

Stockwood Vale. 

The meeting will be at St Augustine’s Church from 1pm to 2.30pm.

Meanwhile, as we reported last week, Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy is holding a

coffee morning meeting this Saturday at Christ the Servant Church in Stockwood from

11am to 12.30pm to discuss the controversial proposals with local residents.

Link road objectors to
meet Mayor of Bristol

The Rail Accident Investigation Branch

last week released its preliminary report

into the death of 28-year-old woman

Bethan Roper who leaned out of a

window on board at GWR High Speed

Train travelling between Bath Spa and

Temple Meads.

The report says that around 22:04 on 1st

December the passenger struck her head on

a tree branch near Twerton. The 20:30

Paddington to Exeter service was travelling

at about 85mph and she sustained fatal

injuries.

The reports says: “Witness evidence

indicates that the passenger was standing at

a door on the side facing away from the

other track. The door was fitted with an

opening droplight window, which is used to

access the door handle fitted to the outside

of the door. 

“A yellow ‘Caution’ label above the door

states ‘Do not lean out of window when

train is moving’. The window was reported

to have been opened and the passenger had

her head out of the window.

“Our investigation will encompass

examination of the measures in place to

control the risks from persons leaning out of

train windows, including the threat from

vegetation. Our investigation is independent

of any investigation by the railway industry,

the British Transport Police or by the

industry’s regulator, the Office of Rail and

Road.

“We will publish our findings, including any

recommendations to improve safety, at the

conclusion of our investigation.”

Miss Roper had been returning to her home

in Penarth in South Wales from a day out in

Bath with friends.

Rail passenger leaning
out of window hit her
head on branch

Keep in touch, let us know what you

think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Rehearse (8)
5. Engrave (4)
9. Inner part of an
organ (7)
10. Immature

creature (5)
11. Giver (5)
13. Ground corn (6)
15. Thin biscuit (5)
17. Swarm (4)
19. Point (3)
20. Net (4)
21. French capital (5)
23. Reflective

surface (6)
24. Closely spaced (5)
28. Waterlily (5)
29. Artistic

movement (3,4)
30. Of that kind (4)
31. Burial ground (8)

DOWN
1. Splendour (4)
2. Sound (5)
3. Fat, grease (6)
4. Swindle (inf.) (4)
6. Rotary motor (7)
7. Source of worry

(inf.) (8)
8. Communion table (5)
12. Electronic detection

system (5)
13. Malodorous (5)
14. Event causing a

reaction (8)
16. In favour of (3)
18. Unpredictable (7)
21. Self-possession (5)
22. Come to terms (6)
25. Blockade (5)
26. Decline (4)
27. Duplicate (4)

Hanham Library will be closed for

three weeks from the end of the

month to allow for the installation

of the new Open Access swipe card

system that most other libraries in

South Gloucestershire already

have.

The closure from Monday 28th

January to Sunday 17th February will

enable extended opening hours from

March, says South Glos Council. 

Open Access allows libraries to open

for longer periods without staff.

Staffed hours were cut in October

2017 at libraries across the district to

save money.

The reason it has taken longer to

install the system at Hanham is

because of the complexities involved

in complying with fire safety

regulations relating to emergency exit routes in the building.

Last autumn the council finally agreed a scheme which will

see an internal grille placed across part of the library to

comply with the regulations. 

The nearest alternative libraries for people to use during the

temporary closure are in Kingswood and Cadbury Heath.

Library members will still be able to renew items and place

reservations online, as well as downloading free eBooks,

eAudiobooks and digital magazines at

www.librarieswest.org.uk

Library to close for
while swipe card
equipment is installed Emersons Green Library has been out of use during

unstaffed hours because of a fault with the Open Access

technology.

The council announced the problem on 4th January,

apologising for any inconvenience caused and advising

that the nearest alternative libraries with Open Access

are in Downend and Staple Hill.

A council spokesperson told us on Friday: “We are aware

of the issue and working to restore Open Access services

at Emersons Green Library as soon as possible. 

“The technology providers have identified the issue and

will shortly install replacement equipment. We want to

thank users for their patience and apologise for the

inconvenience caused. 

“We will keep users updated via staff while the library is

open and via the South Glos Libraries Facebook page.” 

Reduced hours at
Emersons Green
Library because
of technical fault
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A fresh attempt to build houses on the site of

former Merlin Housing Association garages at

the rear of Goldney Avenue in Warmley has been

lodged with South Gloucestershire Council.

Many concerns had been raised about previous

proposals (which were covered in Issue 548) which

were drawn up to demolish the vacant garages and

build eight homes on the site, which is next to the

historic Dramway.

A key objection had been made by the Coal

Authority, which highlighted the significant risk to

surface stability and public safety because of old

mine workings on the site, saying the applicant

should have submitted a coal mining risk

assessment report.

The plans were withdrawn shortly afterwards on the

advice of the council’s planning department.

Officers had also been concerned about the layout,

saying that the number of homes was “overly

ambitious” and the planned parking “cramped and

awkward”. They were also concerned that the

proposals failed to take into account public access

onto the Dramway. The site had included several

trees until they were felled earlier in the year so the

council’s tree officer issued a protection order to

cover the remaining trees in the area around the

Dramway. 

It also transpired that the council’s ecologist had

asked for a preliminary roost inspection of the

garages but they had been swept to remove any

evidence of roosting bats.

This new planning application to demolish the

garages and build seven homes - six three-bed semis

and one four-bed detached – has again been

submitted on behalf of the applicants by a local

design consultancy firm.

This time a coal mining risk assessment

commissioned from the Coal Authority is included.

The report finds there is a high risk and that an

intrusive site investigation is needed before

finalising the layout.

The planning application also includes a bat survey

which found a lack of evidence of bats.

The deadline for comments on the bid for outline

planning permission is 5th February and the

planning reference number is P19/0222/O.

New bid to build on site of
former garages in Warmley 

This part of the site has reportedly been used as a public access
to the Dramway for decades
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The Temple Street Canteen in Keynsham is enhancing

its reputation as a venue as well as an eatery with a

range of musical and wellness events during the rest of

this month.

The next two Saturday mornings are given over to music.

On 19th January (11am) local musicians Helen James and

Paul Barclay return to the Canteen, playing classical guitar

solos before joining together to play folk songs. The

following Saturday (26th), also at 11am, singer-songwriter

Dan Russell will be performing some of his work. Both

events are free although donations will be gratefully

accepted. On Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd January

nutritional therapist Philippa Parish will be giving two talks.

On Monday the subject is ‘What should I be feeding my

baby or toddler?’ while on Tuesday the subject will be food

sensitivities in the immune system. Both start at 10am.

On Wednesday 23rd there is a baby/toddler and parent meet-

up at 10am. There is no charge and the Canteen has ample

room for buggy parking and a selection of toys for little ones

to enjoy while the parents relax. 

For more information call in or visit the Temple Street

Canteen Facebook page.

Plans to build six three-bed terraced houses in the back

garden of a house on London Road in Warmley were

withdrawn shortly before Christmas – and now fresh

proposals for four detached houses on the site instead

have been lodged with South Gloucestershire Council.

The original proposals for No 22 also included parking

for 12 vehicles. The latest plans show parking for eight

cars.

The previous plans had caused some concern locally

that the access was too restricted to cope with extra

vehicles. Also highlighted was that the mature trees

that covered the site were felled before the application

was submitted, significantly decreasing neighbours’

privacy. 

The planning reference number for this latest scheme

is P19/0229/F. The deadline for comments is 29th

January.

Someone broke into a van parked on Crockers Hill in

Compton Dando between 7.30pm on Friday 4th

January and midday on Saturday 5th, and a number of

power tools were stolen. If you have any information

regarding this incident, contact the police on 101 or

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

New housing
development
plans for
garden

Van broken into and
power tools stolen

Canteen hosting
events this month



Customers have shown their support for The Ship Inn in

Keynsham after it received a bad hygiene rating from

B&NES Council.

The historic pub in Temple Street reopened last April under

new landlord David Yeomans after he oversaw a major

refurbishment 

The visit by a food safety officer in October found

improvements were necessary in terms of hygienic food

handling and the cleanliness and condition of the facilities

and building. “Major improvement”

was deemed necessary for the

management of food safety, resulting in

a Food Hygiene Rating of 1 (out of 5).

The Ship took to its Facebook page last

week to deflect any concerns including

publishing pictures: “There are a few

rumours going around about the state

of our back of house and kitchens. So

here are some pictures to put your mind

at rest, if you want pop in and have a

look. We have nothing to hide. 

“Did you know the council did a visit

over 2 years ago and listed lots of

issues for the Ship but never followed

them through? Prior to us there was no

heating, not hot water, no running

water in the cellar, live cables exposed,

blocked toilets, nails sticking out of the decayed floors,

exposed gas pipes (I need a gas certificate - apparently they

didn't?!?) plus lots more! Anyway the council didn't check

back but had managed to slam us in every way possible. Hay

ho, here we are.... Nothing to hide, pop in and see for your

selves.”

The post received several comments of support from

customers including: “Good on you for putting these photos

out, will admit heard the rumours but will definitely come to

eat soon.”

Another said: “Didn't realise this was an issue as it’s always

spotless.”

16                                                                                                                                                                                                                      The Week in • Wednesday 16th January 2019

‘We’ve nothing to hide’ says
pub after poor hygiene rating



A Kingswood resident has admitted fly-tipping 10 bags

of household waste at Court Farm Road in Longwell

Green.

Charmaine Whereatt, 36, of Hillside Road, was ordered to

pay a total of £752 after pleading guilty on 19th December

at Bristol Magistrates’ Court.

The court heard that evidence was found within the fly-tipped

waste identifying Whereatt and an address in Bourne Close,

Kingswood. 

Council officers later spoke to the defendant on the doorstep

of this address and she admitted carrying out the fly-tipping.

She was invited to further interviews with council officers

but failed to attend.

She was fined £320, with £400 costs and a victim surcharge

of £32 for the offence which was committed in January 2018.

Also in court on 19th December Yate man Geoffrey Ferris

was ordered to pay a total of £1,485.09 for fly-tipping near

Thornbury and near Iron Acton between March and May last

year. The 35-year-old, of Orchard Close, also carried waste

without being a registered carrier. 

Rather than directly issuing fly-tipping Fixed Penalty

Notices, which is one tool that can be used by local

authorities in some circumstances to combat fly-tipping,

South Gloucestershire Council adopts a different approach

to tackle the problem. Its environmental protection team co-

ordinates education and enforcement action, gathering

evidence to pursue offenders through the courts.

The council’s Cabinet Member for Communities & Tourism

Cllr Paul Hughes said: “These are two different examples

that again highlight why there is no excuse for this type of

behaviour. Fly-tipping is an issue that affects our

communities and local environment and this activity will not

be tolerated in South Gloucestershire. Waste crime puts the

environment at risk and anyone found to be fly-tipping in

South Gloucestershire will be prosecuted. Residents also

have a duty of care to ensure that they only give their waste

to registered waste carriers.

“Statistics show that anyone fly-tipping in South

Gloucestershire is five times more likely to be successfully

prosecuted than anywhere else in the country and our award-

winning envirocrime team have a 100 per cent record of

securing successful prosecutions for this type of offence.”

Within the last year alone, South Gloucestershire Council has

secured several guilty verdicts from prosecution of fly-

tipping cases, costing perpetrators more than £15,000 in fines

and costs.  

Residents and businesses are advised to only give their

rubbish to an Environment Agency registered waste carrier.

Do not be tempted to use people offering cheap waste

clearance on sites such as Facebook and Gumtree unless you

have confirmed that they are registered with the Environment

Agency. Check whether the waste carrier is registered by

calling the Environment Agency on 08708 506506 or by

checking on their website.

Unwanted goods and household or garden waste can all be

disposed of at no cost via the Council’s Sort It centres.

Residents who see illegal fly-tipping are encouraged to report

it by using the web form at www.southglos.gov.uk/flytipping

or emailing streetcare@southglos.gov.uk  or contacting the

Street Care helpdesk on 01454 868000.
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Kingswood woman
fined for fly-tipping in
Longwell Green
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Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and

low cost option. 

Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  

Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.

Growing from eight parents in 2009 to supporting 1,095

people across the district in 2019, South Glos Parents &

Carers group are celebrating their successes, expansion

and their new community space.

14th February will see their 10th anniversary party and the

launch of their new community base at The Kingswood

Centre on New Cheltenham Road, Kingswood.

From a small band of parents meeting in a coffee shop

wondering how they can improve their experiences, South

Glos Parents & Carers have grown to offer many services.

Support ranges from groups, stay and play sessions for

children with additional needs, affordable counselling,

providing information and workshops, online support and

advocating for their growing community with education,

health and social care services.

Leonie Pollinger, development and support manager of

South Glos Parents & Carers, said: “Here we are all

parents/carers and have children with special educational

needs and disabilities. Our children’s disabilities may all be

different, but we share similar journeys alongside all the

members of our community, sharing the emotional highs,

the deep lows or the difficulty getting the right kind of help

from services.

“That is why we are so passionate here about reaching as

many families in South Glos as possible and making sure

that all members of our community have somewhere to go

to meet someone who gets it, who understands and who can

provide support, training and information.  

“Disability parenting can often leave you feeling isolated

and lost, that is why it was so important for us to have a

community base. We want to help other parents like us find

their way.

“Looking back, we are astounded at how far we have come

and how much we have grown. Now we are looking

forward to further growth, meeting new members and

having even more of an impact as we begin our next chapter,

our next 10 years.”

All those who parent or care for a child with special

educational needs and or disabilities, living in South Glos

aged 0 to 25 are welcome to attend the launch alongside any

professional from a service or voluntary organisation

working for this community. 

Doors open at 11am and the free event will finish at 1pm. A

buffet lunch will be provided. Spaces can be booked by

emailing team@sglospc.org.uk. There is more information

about the group at https://www.sglospc.org.uk/

Clevedon Lions Club will be holding their annual

classic car event and rally on Sunday 28th April, with

proceeds going to the Children’s Hospice South West.

Last year more than 170 cars, vans and bikes took part

and once again the rally will start in Congresbury with

a 30-mile lunchtime drive to Clevedon for the

afternoon public display. Alex Lovell, from BBC

Points West, will again be waving the cars away at

noon.

Vehicles must be pre-booked. If you are an enthusiast

and want to take part, application forms are available

from clevedonlions@gmail.com or visit

lionsbrimar.org.uk

Calling all
classic car
owners

Disability support
service marking
10th anniversary
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The community farm earmarked in a regional blueprint

to be turned into a £33m Park & Ride to serve the M32

have taken heart after hearing that the Mayor of Bristol

believes the facility should be further north.

Marvin Rees’s comments were made in an email to the MPs

for Bristol East and Bristol North West, Kerry McCarthy and

Darren Jones.

The Sims Hill Shared Harvest site at Frenchay is

geographically just inside the border of South

Gloucestershire. However, the land is owned by Bristol City

Council to which the Sims Hill Shared Harvest farming

cooperative pay rent.

As we reported in Issue 557, Sims Hill say the land has been

feeding the people of Bristol and South Gloucestershire for

hundreds of years. They were dismayed to learn shortly

before Christmas that a list of 17 location options, including

Bromley Heath, that were drawn up for a Park & Ride as part

of the West of England Joint Spatial Plans excluded all

possibilities but theirs. Two fields next to Sims Hill’s land

are also included in the site earmarked for a Park & Ride. 

In his email Mr Rees says the West of England authorities

(Bristol, B&NES, South Gloucestershire and North

Somerset) are leading the cross-border piece of work and the

options available for a Park &Ride site on the M32 are at a

very early stage, with further consultation required

before any decisions are made on which schemes

to take forward.

“We want to make sure that a decision is based on

the best outcome for Bristol’s transport and

congestion problems and our clear preference is

for a site further north, nearer the M4 junction,

than the Sims Hill site.

“As well as the Park & Ride location, we must

consider the best use of council-owned land in the

area, and as Grade I agricultural land we have a

responsibility to preserve important green space for local

food production and for public and environmental good.”

Sims Hill say they are delighted to have political support

from Bristol 's Mayor as well as two local MPs and a number

of local councillors: “We aren't entirely out of the woods

quite yet, but all the noises are positive. Making our voices

heard makes a difference - we can do this!”

Bristol’s Mayor voices support
for farm facing obliteration

Theft caught
on CCTV
Two men were seen on CCTV breaking into a van

parked on the driveway of a home in Manor Road,

Saltford, at around 10.55pm on Monday 7th January.

After damaging the locks to the back door, a number

of power tools were stolen.

If you have any information regarding this incident,

contact the police on 101. Alternatively you can call

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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South Gloucestershire libraries have

joined the Can’t Wait scheme which

encourages places in the district to make

their toilets available to disabled people

with an urgent need.

It is run by the South Glos Disability

Equality Network (SGDEN), with financial

assistance from the council.

People can show their Can’t Wait card to

places which have signed up to the scheme

with a request to allow them to use staff or

non-public toilets, or to use customer toilets

without purchasing anything. The card can

be used for all impairments which would

necessitate quick, discreet access to toilets.

This includes ‘invisible’ disabilities and conditions. 

Cllr Paul Hughes, South Glos Cabinet Member for

Communities & Tourism, said: “Whilst most of our libraries

do not have public toilets, our staff fully understand that the

lack of access to toilets can result in people not leaving their

homes and becoming lonely. We are therefore trialling access

to our staff toilets for those who have the Can’t Wait Card.

“We are pleased to be trialling the scheme in partnership with

trusted organisations such as Age UK, the Alzheimer’s

Society, Bristol Area Stroke Foundation, community nurses,

SGDEN, Disability Action Group and Memory Nurses and

GP surgeries.”

Places which have signed up to the scheme display a

postcard in their windows to show they are supporting the

initiative. Check the directory on South Glos Disability

Equality Network’s website at https://tinyurl.com/y9mu323s

And if you are part of a business that might be interested in

getting involved contact admin@sgden.org.uk

Whitchurch-based Bluebird Care Bristol West, which

supports disabled adults to live in their own homes, has

been rated as Outstanding by the Care Quality

Commission.

Based at Osprey Court on Hawkfield Business Park, the

agency was inspected by the care watchdog over the

course of three days in the autumn and the report was

published at the end of December. At its previous

inspection in 2016 it had been rated as Good.

The inspection team found that the people the agency

cares for in Bristol, their relatives and healthcare

professionals were all “exceptionally happy” with the

care and support provided by Bluebird Care Bristol. 

The managers and managing director led their team by

example, showing strong, inclusive and creative

leadership. 

The report said Bluebird Care Bristol worked in

partnership with other professionals to help people stay

in their own homes when they could have been at risk

of being admitted to hospital.

South Glos libraries join
‘Can’t Wait’ scheme 

‘Outstanding’
rating for
care agency
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Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Here are the locations in our area where

you can expect to see police mobile speed

cameras this week (starting 14th January). 

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on the B3116 Wellsway,

Queens Road, Charlton Road, Charlton

Park, Albert Road and Chandag Road; in

Saltford on the A4 Bath Road and Norman

Road; on the A431 Kelston Road; on the

A37 at Pensford and on the A39 at

Farmborough.

Bristol:

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington

Road, Talbot Road and Wick Road; in St

George on Nags Head Hill, Beaufort

Road, the Kingsway and Air Balloon

Road; on Stockwood Lane; in Hengrove

on the A37 Wells Road, the A7174

Hengrove Way and Cadogan Road; also

on Whitchurch Lane and Hazelbury Road;

in Fishponds on Thicket Avenue and

Snowdon Road.

South Gloucestershire:

On Court Farm Road in Longwell Green;

in Hanham on Abbots Road; in Oldland on

Mill Lane; on the A420 at Wick and

Warmley; on the A431 Bath Road at

Swineford; on the B4465 near Shortwood

Hill; in Kingswood on Court Road and

Tenniscourt Road.

Mobile speed camera locations

Community events will be taking place

across Bristol between late January and

March at which residents are invited to

give their ideas on ways libraries can be

used to make them more relevant to the

neighbourhood and local people.

The city council is organising the events and

there are three which affect our circulation

area. 

There will be two opportunities to share your

ideas for Hillfields, Fishponds, St George

and Junction 3 (Easton) libraries on

Tuesday 29th January at the Rose Green

Centre in Gordon Road. The first session is

from 10am to noon, and the second from

7pm to 9pm.

There are two events taking place at The

Withywood Centre in Queen’s Road for

Whitchurch, Bishopsworth and Hartcliffe

libraries. They will be held on Monday 4th

February from 10am to noon and Thursday

7th February from 7pm to 9pm.

Stockwood, Wick Road, Bedminster,

Filwood, Knowle and Marksbury Road

libraries will be discussed at events at The

Park Centre, Daventry Road, Knowle, on

Tuesday 26th February 10am to noon and

Saturday 2nd March 10am to noon.

Book a place at an event near you at

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/book-onto-an-

event-about-the-library-service

If you can’t come to an event, you can tell

the council your ideas by filling in an ideas

form on the council’s website between 25th

January and 30th April or fill in an ideas

form in your local library.

Have your say on the
future of Bristol’s libraries

Public Notices
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Service Directory

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Events

Events

Garden Services

Garden Services

Guttering

Health & Fitness

Health & Beauty

Home

Maintenance

Home

Maintenance

IT & Computers

REPAIRS, NEW AND

USED COMPUTERS OR

ACCESSORIES.   

Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

Logs

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Fencing

Advertising

Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Architectural

Services

Builders

Caravans

Motor Services
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Service Directory

Plastering

Plumbers Plumbers

Plumbers

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING

SERVICES.   

For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Windows & Doors

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Roofing

TVs

Venue Hire

Painting

& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.

Qualified tradesman.

Efficient /reliable.

References available 

07861 898902 / 01275

831696 or visit our website

djamesdecorating.com   

Tile Services

Pet ServicesOven Cleaning

Piano

Lessons

PIANO LESSONS IN

KEYNSHAM

Age 6+ 

Adult beginners welcome.

email -

adavy6258@gmail.com
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