
Friends and relatives of a man who suffered life-

threatening injuries when he fell down a flight of stairs

and landed on his head have been rallying to support him

and his wife.

Darran Corp, 50, fell down 13 steps onto a marble floor

after he missed his footing while leaving a work Christmas

party at a Bath restaurant on 20th December.

His wife Nicki, who was picking him up from the party

that night, arrived to find her husband lying in a pool of

blood. Darran was taken to the Royal United Hospital by

ambulance and then transferred to Southmead Hospital,

which is the region’s major trauma centre.

Nicki, who grew up in Saltford and is a former manager

of the Bird in Hand pub and Jolly Sailor in the village,

was initially told to prepare for the worst. Darran, whom

she married in Corfu last June, had suffered a fractured

skull and bleeding on the brain and underwent an

emergency operation. He was then put into an induced

coma for 10 days.

A self-employed dry lining contractor who until his

accident was working on the Somerdale site in Keynsham,

Darran has also had to battle a blood clot in his lung and

a chest infection. However, the good news is that he has

now come round from the coma, recognises Nicki and is

able to move his limbs. He has no memory of the accident

or the night out.
Continued on page3
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Continued from page 1
“Life can change in an instant,” said Nicki, who is full of

praise for the medical team at Southmead for saving her

husband’s life: “The nurses and doctors here are absolutely

amazing.”

Nicki, who is a sales manager, says she is also grateful for

the practical and emotional support from friends and family,

particularly as she is still recovering from a recent car

accident herself which left her with a brain injury. She

suffered severe whiplash in October which has left her with

lesions on the brain. 

Her sisters Michelle Uren and Corenne Etheridge and other

relatives are planning a sponsored swim at Keynsham

Leisure Centre on Sunday 27th January to raise money for

the Intensive Care Unit at Southmead and to help with

Darran’s care and rehabilitation.

Sponsor forms are available from the Bird in Hand in

Saltford High Street, where Michelle works as a cleaner.

Nicki’s parents William and Sherilyn live at 1 Brockley Road

in Saltford, which is also a collection point for donations.

Nicki and Darran live in Temple Cloud and Nicki says that

her husband, who has two grown-up children from a previous

relationship, has a long road to recovery ahead of him over

the coming year.

When he leaves intensive care, he will be moved to the

neurological ward and then probably back to the Royal

United Hospital for further rehabilitation. 

Friends and family
rally to help couple
after husband’s
horror fall

North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg officially

opened the new facilities at Keynsham Town Football

Club before watching their 3-2 win over Chippenham

Park on Saturday.

The club has upgraded the changing room and visitor

facilities at the AJN Stadium with the help of a Football

Association grant, and the MP was given a tour prior to

meeting the players from both sides prior to kick-off.

The picture below shows the ribbon-cutting together with

Keynsham manager John Allen and three of Jacob’s sons

- Thomas, Peter and Anselm.

MP’s sons join him
at football game

Darran is receiving intensive care



B&NES Council has refused plans for 200

homes to be built on land between

Keynsham and Saltford.

The land off the A4 is ‘safeguarded’,

meaning it has been removed from the

Green Belt and may be required to

serve development needs in the longer term.

The site features in B&NES Local Plan

proposals which are currently under

consideration.

There were more than 300 objection

comments and just two comments of support

for Mactaggart and Mickel Homes’

application to build 200 homes, sports field,

access roads, foot and cyclepaths and open

space.

A 250-home development and primary

school has already been agreed nearby and

work is under way.

B&NES Council refused the plans on the

safeguarded land, saying the site is not

allocated for development at the present time

and the existing road network has

insufficient capacity to accommodate the

increase in traffic likely to be generated by

the proposed development. 

It also said that the planning application

failed to demonstrate that the required

education infrastructure could be delivered

in a timely fashion in order to accommodate

the children of primary school age generated

by the proposed development

The developers had argued that if the

application was refused, the playing field

land would not be brought forward, with the

consequence that the two-form primary

school would be delivered with little outdoor

space. 

But the council said the lack of additional

playing field would not have significant

implications in the short term as the school

would not be fully occupied for seven years.
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THE WEEK IN Plans for 200 homes
on ‘safeguarded’
land are rejected

Hillsborough House in Charlton Road, Keynsham, has been rated as Good by the Care

Quality Commission followed an unannounced inspection.

The home, run by Freeways, a charity which has other homes in the Bristol area,

provides accommodation and personal care for up to 14 people with a learning disability.

Good rating for care home

The plans for this site have been rejected by B&NES Council
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Despite a pledge to Hanham High Street traders that

their phone and broadband connection problems would

be sorted in time for their busy pre-Christmas trading,

they have been hit by ongoing service interruption.

Bernard Jackson, who runs Fleurtations florist, and several

of his neighbours have had problems with cable connection

for months. 

Since May Mr Jackson says he has lost phone and internet

connection around 20 times - the longest period being for

five days.

In our front page story in Issue 555 (12th December), Mr

Jackson said an engineer told traders back in May that the

problem was a faulty underground cable, and that they were

fed up with the temporary fixes and the impact on their trade.

In that article a spokesperson for Openreach, which

maintains the telephone wires, ducts, cabinets and exchanges

that connect nearly all homes and businesses in the UK to

the national broadband and telephone network, told us a

length of faulty cable had been discovered: “We believe it

was this cable that was causing wider problems in the area;

the initial works for this problem were undertaken this week

and the cable should be replaced within the next week. This

should then give the traders of Hanham High Street

confidence that they will have

great broadband service during

this busy festive season.”

However, Mr Jackson has since

told The Week In that he lost

connection on Christmas Eve

when he had a shop full of

customers. Connection was lost

again on 27th December.

And last week engineers were

back in the High Street because

one of Mr Jackson’s neighbours

lost connection. 

We contacted Openreach after

learning that the problems were

ongoing and were told on Friday

that repairs are due to start in the High Street today

(Wednesday).

A spokesperson told us: “We’re really sorry that cable

renewal in the Hanham High Street has taken longer than we

expected. It’s a complex job that involves not only replacing

cables but doing some repair work on our ducts that carry the

cables.

“In order to do the work, we needed to ask permission from

the local authority, which has now been granted; and work

is able to start on 9th January. Once the ducts have been

repaired, we’ll press on with the cable renewal.

“We have escalated this case to the highest level and we’re

doing everything we can to get the traders of Hanham back

into great service as quickly as possible.” 

Traders still suffering from
phone and broadband problems

Openreach engineers were back in Hanham High Street last week
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Longwell Green neighbours win £150k  
Champagne corks were popping in Longwell Green at

New Year as five neighbours won £30,000 each in the

People’s Postcode Lottery.

The Court Farm Road residents scooped £150,000 between

them when BS30 9AE was announced as a Street Prize

winner on New Year’s Eve.

The win was a dream come true for Hazel Price, 65, who has

eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild. She said: “I’ve

been shouting ‘Come to Bristol’ every time I see the Postcode

Lottery advert on telly so when I got the call from the team

asking if they could come to visit me, I thought all my

prayers had been answered! I’ve never had this kind of

money in my life before so I just can’t believe it. 

“I’ve worked since I was 15 and it’s only recently that I’ve

been able to retire after spending 28 years working as a

postwoman. I’ve always made sure the family are taken care

of but I’m going to spoil myself with this. It means that I’ll

be able to really enjoy my retirement now so this win is

definitely for me and my husband Andrew. I’m just ecstatic!” 

Self-employed builder Andy Smith, 67, was joined by his

wife Jenny when he received his cheque. He said: “My

daughter signed me up to play as a birthday present a few

years ago, so I’ll definitely need to say a big thank you to

her. It’s very nice to be going into the new year with an extra

£30,000 in the bank.” 

Andy and Jenny are planning to put some of the windfall

towards a dream holiday for the family. Jenny said: “We’ve

always talked about taking our three children, their partners

and our four grandchildren to Florida and have been saving

up every fiver we get, but I think we’ll be able to stop saving

now we can add this to the holiday fund.” 

Diana Lewton, 56, an HR advisor at the University of the

West of England, was overjoyed when she pulled her cheque

out of the golden envelope: “I’ve been grateful when I’ve

won £10 and thought this might be £1,000 so this has just

blown me away. I’m going to help my son and his partner

Left to Right: Tracey Hall, Diana Lewton, Andy Smith and Hazel Price with their winning cheques
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 in the People’s Postcode Lottery
out as they’ve just moved in together and I’ll also be treating

my boxer dog Ruby to a brand new leather lead and collar. I

know the other winners as we walk our dogs together so it’s

lovely we’re getting to share this moment together.”

Also on the winning road was office administrator and

mother-of-two Tracey Hall, 57. She said: “This is a brilliant

start to 2019. I’m going to do a bit of retail therapy and get

myself a bag, shoes and a pair of earrings. I’d love to book a

nice hot holiday too. My husband Bob and I got married in

the Seychelles two years ago so we might even go back there. 

“My daughter is kicking herself as she stays at the same

postcode but never signed up to play, but I think she’ll be

joining now. It feels brilliant to be part of something that

raises so much for good causes but it also feels brilliant to

win!” 

The remaining winner wasn’t available to collect their

cheque, but the prize has been paid into their bank account. 

People’s Postcode Lottery ambassadors Judie McCourt and

Danyl Johnson were in Longwell Green to present the

winners with their cheques. With a minimum of 32% from

every ticket going to charity, players of People’s Postcode

Lottery have now raised £371m for more than 5,500 good

causes across Britain and internationally. 

Make a Move is one charity close to the winners which

players have helped to support.

The Keynsham charity was awarded £7,020 last year to run

music, dance and therapy sessions in primary schools for

disadvantaged children. 

Diana Lewton was overjoyed to receive her cheque
on New Year’s Eve

Jenny and Andy Smith plan on having a dream holiday
with the family

Tracey Hall is delighted to be going into the new year
£30,000 better off

The win was a dream come true for Hazel Price
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 13th January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm) 
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-5pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm) 
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

AEK-BOCO Football Club are being allowed to apply for

planning permission for controversial changes, including

floodlighting, that they want to make at their council-

owned ground in Hanham.

Last year South Gloucestershire Council was approached by

the club, as landlord of the community open space in

Greenbank Road, for landlord’s permission to apply for

planning permission for a number of proposals, including up

to eight 15-metre high floodlight masts around the main

pitch, two covered spectator areas and a 1.8 metre fence

around the perimeter of the main pitch.

AEK-BOCO want to improve facilities in order to play

higher level league football.

The club had previously submitted plans (for six 15m

floodlights in December 2015 and for a 50-seater stand and

two dug-outs in February 2016) only to withdraw them both

in March of that year. There had been overwhelming

rejection of the plans from nearby residents. At the time the

club said they would be working with the council to come

up with better guidelines for football clubs who licence land

from the council.

With the club keen to submit a fresh scheme, the council

decided to hold a consultation last autumn and invited the

views of people, particularly those living within 600 metres

of the site. Local residents again told the council they were

deeply unhappy with the club’s ideas for the site and a “lack

of trust” in both the council and the club was highlighted in

the subsequent findings of the survey, which were published

in November (as we reported in Issue 551).

Residents’ concerns include more noise and anti-social

behaviour, worsening traffic problems and light pollution

from floodlights, as well as how the infrastructure could

impact on property values.

The council has now decided that the club can apply for

planning permission, but even if it grants consent for the

proposals, it will then have to decide, in its role as landlord,

whether to allow AEK-BOCO to actually implement

anything that is approved.

This week a council spokesperson said: “We are aware AEK-

BOCO have decided to submit a planning application to

make proposed changes to Greenbank Playing Field. Should

they receive planning permission, AEK-BOCO will still need

to seek landlord’s permission to carry out development of the

site. 

“We feel it is important for the issues raised during the public

consultation to be properly addressed alongside the findings

of the associated Equalities Impact Assessment and Analysis

and this is why we wish to see the planning process followed

prior to making a decision as landlord.” 

The latest twist in the ongoing saga has been met with

astonishment, with some residents branding it “farcical”.

“After all this time and money spent, South Glos have opted

out of making a landlord’s decision until AFTER the

planning process! Unbelievable!” one told us.

Another said: “It’s like Groundhog Day. I am in disbelief that

we keep going through this. How many times do local

residents have to say that they reject it?”

AEK-BOCO are a Charter Standard FA Community Football

Club with 44 teams - 38 Junior/Colts teams (girls and boys),

four men’s and two ladies’ adult teams. As well as playing at

Greenbank Road, they also play at Tenniscourt Road and

Fisher Road playing fields in Kingswood. 

Even though many local residents have concerns that the

Greenbank Road site is too small to allow future

development, autumn’s consultation also revealed a great

deal of support for the work that AEK-BOCO does in terms

of positive activities for young people.

AEK-BOCO this week told us they are currently in the

process of preparing a planning application.

Latest twist in AEK-BOCO
saga is branded ‘farcical’
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Fond memories of the late

June Whitfield 
Dear Sir

So sad to hear of the passing of comedy

legend June Whitfield.

I met June once. I was visiting Frankie

Howerd’s cottage in Cross, near Cheddar, in

2006 with a girlfriend during a rare open day

when the public were allowed to look around

the late comedian’s home.

June Whitfield was also visiting Frankie’s

later partner Dennis Heymer upstairs. She

later came into the garden and allowed

photos to be take of me and the girlfriend

with her. Then, led by Frankie’s adopted son

Chris Byrne, June invited us to walk to a

nearby hall where an exhibition of Howerd’s

career was being held.

During the hour we spent in June’s company

she was charming and very friendly. It was a

memorable day I will always cherish.

Philip Gannaway

St George

Plea to businesses to

support charity event 
Dear Mr Rodgers

I am organising a vegetable gardening talk at

The Space, Market Walk, Keynsham, on

26th March in aid of St. Peter’s Hospice,

Bristol.

I am hoping through The Week In to reach

businesses within the circulation area of the

newspaper who may be interested in offering

their support by way of small donations in

return for the online weblinks that we can

offer.

The speaker at the event is Charles Dowding,

an acclaimed writer and lecturer who has

practised ‘No Dig’ gardening methods for 36

years. The talk will appeal to allotment

holders, organic growers and in fact anyone

with an interest in growing their own

vegetables. If you would like to know more

about Charles visit his website -

www.charlesdowding.co.uk.

I’m sure you may be aware of the facilities

The Space offers, it’s first class and suitable

for this type of event, offering theatre-style

seating for up to 140. To date, our online

ticket sales have exceeded just over half of

that and we are hopeful that with several

weeks to go we will sell out.

During the evening we will be selling raffle

tickets with all proceeds going directly to the

hospice and so far we have been extremely

fortunate to be supported by various

companies who have offered to donate some

excellent, good quality, garden-related

prizes. I want to maintain the high standard

of prizes on offer as I feel this will encourage

increased ticket sales, thereby adding to our

final amount raised.

However, some prizes I know will not be

available by donation and will need to be

purchased which is why I am seeking local

businesses who may be interested to help

buy these; examples of items required are

entrance tickets to RHS shows or garden

tours. 

I am not seeking huge amounts by any

means; collectively small amounts can

accumulate to purchase the items I would

like to add to the prize list. From donations

of say just £5 we will add each business

name to our social media pages, Facebook,

Twitter, JustGiving and to our ticket sales

page at https://charlesdowdingtalk.event

brite.co.uk

We will also list the sponsors against each

prize. Hopefully, businesses in our area may

recognise the value in supporting a very

worthwhile local charity, in particular one

which has, in one way or another, possibly

reached out to on a personal level and be a

deciding factor in offering their support.

Ronald Heath

Longwell Green

Thankful for what we have

in Keynsham  
Dear Stephen

I believe that we in Keynsham are fortunate

to have a branch of Halifax in our High

Street. My husband and I transferred our

banking to the Halifax almost 30 years ago

and we have always found the staff to be

friendly and helpful. 

I was especially grateful to the staff this

week when I was doing some significant

transfers and the staff were cautious, careful

and courteous. I felt confident about the

whole process and would like to thank all the

staff for their unfailing friendliness. 

Incidentally this made me reflect that,

despite all the negativity about Keynsham

High Street, we still have branches of several

banks, a major Post Office and somewhere

to get keys cut and shoes repaired. We also

have an independent greengrocery, butcher,

a revamped health food store, a shoe shop, a

delightful small accessory shop (Trigaci) as

well as an independent jewellers, a helpful

computer shop and several other useful

shops. 

Having lived in Keynsham for well over 40

years, I do realise we now have far fewer

shops but times do change and surely we can

be thankful for what we do have and make

sure we patronise them! 

Hazel Powe 

Keynsham 

Why doesn’t South Glos

adopt more transparency?  
Dear Editor

In his letter in The Week In (2nd January)

Matt Pitts attacks the prospective Labour

candidate for Kingswood, Nicola Bowden-

Jones, for doing what any potential MP

would be expected to do in seeking clarity

about the discussions on the Joint Spatial

Plan  It is reasonable for her to question why

these meetings are now held in private

without public scrutiny and why the full

impact of the JSP will not be made known

until after the council elections in May.

Using extravagant language, Matt tries to

drive a wedge between Kingswood’s Labour

candidate and the Bristol Mayor who has not

made this an issue. In 2016 Matt was a

strong contender to be UKIP’s candidate for

Mayor. He must realise that South

Gloucestershire and Bristol are separate

councils which may have different ways of

interacting with the public.

If Cllr Colin Hunt has nothing to hide, what

is to stop the council from adopting more

transparency about the Joint Spatial Plan?

Why not arrange some public meetings after

their private meetings to give some scrutiny

and feedback before the pre-election purdah?

I have always found the South

Gloucestershire Council officers to be very

professional and hard-working but the

current political leadership seem dismissive

of the views of the Lib Dem and Labour

councillors and reluctant to get involved in

dialogue with the public. An example was

the refusal of the present MP and council

leader to come to a public meeting about the

crisis in school funding which had extensive

coverage in your paper’s edition of 19th

December, so much so that the JSP was

relegated to page 27!

David James

Mysteries of B&NES

Council  
Dear Stephen

Can you please help? Who do I need to

contact within B&NES (Bath and No one

Else’s Services) to inquire about any
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vacancies for officers, principals and various

technicians with grand titles that may be

available? 

Are they a military organisation or have they

hijacked these titles for self-esteem (after all

a World Heritage City)? Would you suggest

I contact the commanding officer at ‘City

Hall Barracks’ next door to the ‘One Stop

Don’t Sell Anything Shop’ near the

wonderful, time-consuming new road

system? 

And just one last thing. Do I need to be a

young professional to be able to visit the

‘secret, hidden, public toilets’ based in the

complex? 

A Keynsham resident 

Lost gold bangle 
Dear Sir

On Boxing Day, my wife lost her favourite

gold bangle which is of high sentimental

value. It was during a walk from our home

to Downend shops via Mangotsfield and

return.

The route taken, briefly, was Berkeley Way,

Dibden Lane, Blackhorse Road towards

Mangotsfield, Windsor Place and then to the

Coop at Downend via Peaches Road and

Westerleigh Road.

The return route was Westerleigh Road, Elm

Tree Avenue, Dibden Lane and Berkeley

Way.

We inquired at the Coop but were told

nothing was handed in. The non-urgent

police line says they do not deal with lost

property.

Any information would be much appreciated

- 07531 280874 or 07800 960453.

Names & address supplied

Service 17 needs to be more

frequent 
Dear Sir

I can't agree more with Jack Cox' letter

concerning the 17 bus (Issue 556). 

A couple of weeks ago I waited to catch the

14.36 opposite the Maypole - no sign of it.

In the end I crossed over and took a 45 to

Redfield and then back out to Kingswood.

Quite ludicrous. The hourly frequency is not

enough.

Roger Sutcliffe

Kingswood

A sign of the times? 
Dear Sir

We saw this notice board when we were in

Auckland and found it amusing. I think it

rather relevant now here in Keynsham - don't

you agree?

A frustrated resident

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest.   We aim to produce

a balanced and accurate view of local news

and welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try

to keep letters under 300 words and supply

your full name and address for reasons of

authentication.  Only the name and district

where you live will be reproduced.

Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, e-
mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday
of each week. 
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk

A petition has been started by Staple Hill councillor Ian Boulton, calling on South

Gloucestershire Council to review traffic calming measures in the Acacia Road area

following a number of serious accidents in recent months. 

The link to the e-petition is http://petitions.southglos.gov.uk/petitions.ti/

acaciasaferroad

Road safety petition

CLIC Sargent’s Keynsham charity shop is

calling on people to donate their unwanted

Christmas gifts to help raise money

for children and young people with

cancer. 

People are also encouraged to take along

unwanted clothes or homeware to the shop

on Bath Hill to help the UK’s leading cancer

charity for children and young people with

cancer, providing vital financial, practical

and emotional support.

Research from CLIC Sargent shows that

families spend an average £600 extra a

month when a child or young person is

diagnosed with cancer, leaving many

families under huge financial strain, with

many relying on borrowing from family and

friends, credit cards or charity grants.  

Emilie Debbonaire, stock management

executive at CLIC Sargent, said: “The new

year is always a good opportunity to have a

clear-out, so why not donate some of those

unwanted things to a fantastic cause. CLIC

Sargent’s shops rely completely on

donations and every penny raised goes

towards helping young cancer patients.”

The Keynsham shop is open from 9am to

4.30pm Monday to Saturday. For more

information about CLIC Sargent’s work

visit www.clicsargent.org.uk 

St Stephen’s (Soundwell) Drama Group will be presenting their panto, Little Red

Riding Hood and The Three Little Pigs, at St Stephen’s Church Hall, Church Road,

Soundwell, from Thursday 31st January to Saturday 2nd February.

Evening performances are at 7.30pm and there is also a Saturday matinee. For tickets

call the box office on 0794 415 8294 or visit www.ststephensdramabristol.co.uk

Donate your unwanted
Christmas gifts to help
young cancer patients 

Panto brings fairy
tales together
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Treadle (anag.) (7)
5. Hickory nut (5)
8. Frozen water (3)
9. Writes carelessly (7)
10. Approaches (5)
11. Organic

compound (5)
13. Ceremonial staff (7)
15. Affectedly dainty (4)
17. Flowering shrub (6)
19. Timber decay (3,3)
22. You (arch.) (4)
24. Card game (7)
26. Confined (5)
29. Come in (5)
30. Deflect (7)
31. Flightless bird (3)
32. Hidden stock (5)
33. Augur (7)

DOWN
1. Gangway (5)
2. White heron (5)
3. Frustrates (7)
4. Neglect (6)
5. Small coins (5)
6. Episode (7)
7. Coming into being (7)
12. Glide on snow (3)
14. Yield (4)
16. Unit of power (4)
17. Shakespearean

tragedy (7)
18. Minor detail (7)
20. Recuperate (7)
21. Singleton (3)
23. Poor (4-2)
25. Tiny scrap (5)
27. Minor abrasion (5)
28. Fearful expectation (5)

A photography competition has been launched to mark the

40th anniversary of the Bristol and Bath Railway Path.

Sustrans is a national, Bristol-based sustainable transport

charity. Its flagship project is the National Cycle Network

and the Bristol and Bath Railway Path is where the

Sustrans journey began.

To celebrate the iconic route's 40th birthday in 2019,

people are being asked to send in photographs and the

winning entries will be turned into a calendar.

All images entered must be taken on the Bristol and Bath

Railway Path and celebrate your experiences on the path

and what it means to you.

Photos (of landscape orientation) can be from a camera or

a smartphone. The closing dates for the respective phases

are:

• Winter (Thursday 28th February)

• Spring (Friday 31st May)

• Summer (Friday 30th August)

• Autumn (Thursday 31st October)

Shortlisted photos will be chosen by representatives from

Sustrans South and uploaded onto their Facebook gallery

for the seasonal voting stages. The winning photos are the

ones which receive the most ‘likes’.  

The Bristol and Bath Railway Path calendar will be

produced shortly after the final vote on Monday 11th

November.

Sustrans says: “We think the Bristol & Bath Railway Path

is one of the most photogenic routes in the whole of the

National Cycle Network and we look forward to seeing

your photographs.”

To find out more about how to enter visit

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/BBRP-photography-

competition-terms-conditions

Competition marks 40th
anniversary of the Bristol
& Bath Railway Path

Nominations
invited for Good
Citizen Award
Keynsham is once again

looking for Good Citizen

Award nominations.

It is the 12th year that the

town council will be

running the awards, which

aim to reward individuals

who devote their own time

and effort to enhancing the

community and area in and

around the town.

Deputy town clerk Dawn

Drury said: “It’s important for the town council to recognise 
the good work of the citizens of Keynsham. The town has 
many worthy organisations that make Keynsham a better 
place for all, and within those organisations are some very 
special people that deserve the recognition of the Good 
Citizen Award.”

Over the coming weeks, residents are being asked to 
nominate anyone they feel deserves recognition for what they 
have contributed to Keynsham.

All the nominees will be invited to a ceremony at the annual 
town meeting and winners will receive a framed award and

£100 to put towards a community group or cause of their 
choice within the Keynsham area.

Last year’s winner was Mary Burnard, for her work with the 
Keynsham Talking Newspaper. She is pictured above with 
Clive Fricker, chair of the town council. 
If you would like to nominate somebody to receive the award 
you can pick up a nomination form at the council offices or 
nominate online at https://tinyurl.com/keynshamgood 
citizenaward

The Path at Warmley



The Week in • Wednesday 9th January 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                        13

Anyone who is required to file a return but misses the

deadline receives an automatic £100 fine from HMRC. 

The fine is imposed regardless of whether you owe tax or

not. If you fail to file a return within three months, by the

end of April in other words, HMRC can then impose an

additional £10 daily fine for each of the next 90 days, which

can make the fine anything up to £1,000. 

It's even more important not to leave things until the last

minute if you think you might have a query as HMRC

contact centre telephone queue times have doubled in recent

years and response times can range from weeks to months. 

How can you make sure of complying with

the deadline every time? 

If you are a sole trader or partnership, preparing annual

accounts is something your business must do. Your accounts

should not become a compliance burden for you, instead they

should provide you with the essential information on the

performance of your business. This in turn will help you to

make better informed business decisions. 

How can Spectrum help?

• Spectrum Accountancy Solutions are able to work with

accounting records of any type, from a

bag of paperwork to an online or

desktop-based accounting system. 

• As part of the Self-Assessment

process, we will ensure that we work

through your numbers with you at a

pace that suits you to ensure that you

have a full understanding of your

accounts and their implications for your

business. 

• Spectrum can help you get together

the information needed to complete the

assessment. 

• By completing and filing your tax

return on your behalf and keeping you

informed of when your tax payments

are due and how much to pay.

• In the event that you face a tax enquiry from HMRC, we

are on hand to provide advice and support.

The internet is full of advice, some of it conflicting about

how to complete a Self-Assessment. 

Making Tax Digital is on the way, which we will start talking

about in our blogs next month. This means that the current

Self-Assessment tax return’s days are numbered. 

Please contact us to book a free initial consultation to find

out how we can support the preparation of your year-end

accounts.

Advertising feature

Self-Assessment: make the
deadline every time
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Multiple fire crews were called to a blaze in the nine-floor

Strachan & Henshaw block in Foundry Lane, Speedwell.

Firefighters from Kingswood, Temple, Hicks Gate, Yate,

Southmead, Patchway, Bath, Bedminster, Avonmouth,

Thornbury, Weston, Clevedon, Radstock and Chew Magna

all attended the incident on New Year’s Eve at the block

which has commercial and residential property.

No one was in the building when the blaze broke out at

around 3.50pm and emergency services were at the scene for

many hours.

More than 60 firefighters in breathing apparatus tackled the

blaze and checked that all people were accounted for.

The cause of the fire is believed to be accidental.

Kingswood Fire Station crews released pictures of the

aftermath of the fire, saying: “The daylight hours and no

smoke shows the true extent of how challenging and

dangerous the conditions were for all those involved.”

Meanwhile two crews from Kingswood fire station were

called to a fire involving wooden pallets and waste paper

outside a retail unit in Channons Hill, Fishponds last

Thursday.

Firefighters used two high-pressure hose reels to extinguish

the fire. They also gave advice to the owner about waste

storage procedures.

The cause of the fire is thought to be deliberate and the police

were also in attendance. 

More than 60 firefighters
tackle blaze at tower block



South Gloucestershire Council has

welcomed the announcement of more than

£1.2m in additional Government funding

for children with high needs - but the

campaign for more money continues.

Funding over two years, split into equal

instalments of £616,630, has been allocated

to South Glos by Secretary of State Damian

Hinds to alleviate the financial pressures on

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

(SEND).

The announcement follows efforts in making

the case to Government for additional

education funding, with council leader Toby

Savage and Thornbury & Yate MP Luke Hall

having met in recent months with

Government ministers.

South Gloucestershire was recently revealed

to be the lowest funded authority per pupil -

150th out of 150 in the country. Through the

introduction of the Government’s National

Funding Formula (NFF), the gap between

the highest funded and lowest funded has

diminished, with South Gloucestershire

receiving an additional £8m over two years. 

The council faces increasing cost pressures

around expanding existing SEND provision,

particularly when children need to be

transported to more distant, out-of-area

special school provision, away from their

homes, at an average cost £20,000 per

annum.

A big part of the answer to these financial

pressures is to ensure the authority has

appropriate numbers of places in South

Gloucestershire, with new special schools

being built in Kingswood (on the old

Soundwell College site), in Patchway, and

Alveston.

Further capital investment has also gone into

the expansion and upgrade of existing

schools, such as Warmley Park, with the

construction of the recently opened Post-16

centre and improvements to the main facility,

dramatically increasing the number of places

available in South Gloucestershire.
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South Glos Council leader Toby Savage is pictured with headteacher Lisa
Parker, staff and students at Warmley Park School 

Extra SEND funding
welcomed but the
campaigning continues

Keep in touch, let us know what you

think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Steve Spear, a local resident of

Keynsham and occasional Bristol tour

guide, has written an exciting,

authoritative account of the Bristol Riots

of 1831, entitled 1831: The Desolation.

In this age of revolutions across this

country and Europe, more people died in

the Bristol conflagration than at Peterloo

in 1819, about which a new film is

currently showing.

Steve tells the story as a mix of historical

fact and a fictional recreation of the

involvement of some local and national

people, military and civilian. It centres on

‘the Colonel’, whose name we only learn

at the end, who found himself leading the

response to the riots. He tried to do it

with sensitivity and humanity, unlike the

people who should have taken this

responsibility.  

The disturbing story has a full cast of

Bristol characters and makes us familiar

with a city coping with the imminent

abolition of the slave trade in 1833 and

facing up to the growing demand across

Europe for an end to the rule of the

landed gentry.

It is a gripping narrative and well worth

£7.50, £2.50 of which Steve will donate

to Parkinson’s disease research. Contact

him at sdspear@btinernet.com

Tony Mitchell

New book focuses on
Bristol Riots of 1831



A scheme to help ensure the long-term survival of the

White Harte Inn at Bridgeyate has been drawn up.

The plans involve major extension work to the Grade II listed

building on Bridgeyate Common, which is in the Green Belt.

Alterations and extensions to provide a restaurant plus the

addition of a ‘Speakeasy’ style bar are proposed. 

The plans also include a new improved kitchen and better

toilets in a new position including a wheelchair-accessible

WC.

A statement of significance report prepared as part of the

planning application to South Gloucestershire Council says

the White Harte has not been immune to the decline in the

pub industry and it has struggled in recent times.

It says: “The new tenants (to be) have drawn up these

proposals to mitigate this but it faces stiff competition. A

better dining experience and the addition of a unique drinking

experience, in the form of a ‘Speakeasy’, is their plan to

compete successfully with the pubs around.

“This plan should guarantee its long-term survival and ensure

it remains a public house, on the Common, for a very long

time.”

The planning reference number is PK18/5189/LB.
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Pub survival
plan is drawn up

Keynsham Older People’s Social Group (KOPS) meets

at 67 Queens Road, Keynsham, on the first Tuesday of

every month from 2pm to 4pm.

Activities are free although a small donation to the raffle

table is appreciated.

KOPS enjoys a varied programme including visits from

speakers, crafts, trips and outings. 

For more information on upcoming activities or to book

a place email active@ageukbanes.co.uk or call 01225

484510.

Social group for
older people

South Gloucestershire’s annual Spring Clean campaign

will run between from Monday 11th February until Friday

10th May when local groups, individuals, schools and

parish and town councils are invited to hold a litter pick of

a targeted area in their community.

However big or small, the council can lend equipment to

help you run your litter pick. By registering with the

council, it can keep track of how much rubbish is collected

across the district during the Spring Clean.

If you would like to get involved and organise a Spring

Clean event you can register it  using the booking form on

the council’s website - http://www.southglos.gov.uk//

documents/Spring-Clean-booking-form-2019.pdf

Free bin bags and gloves can be provided along with

equipment to help make picking up litter easier.

The council says it receives high demand during peak

weekends throughout the Spring Clean campaign, so

people are advised to book any equipment they want to

borrow as far in advance as possible.

If you cannot dispose of the litter you collect, the council

can arrange to collect the bags for you.

Join South
Gloucestershire’s
Spring Clean 2019

MP Kerry McCarthy is holding a coffee morning meeting

in Stockwood on Saturday 19th January to discuss

upcoming transport and housing development in the area,

including the controversial proposed A4-A37 link road. 

A member of Bristol City Council’s transport department

and local community activists have also been invited. 

The meeting will be held at Christ the Servant Church from

11am to 12.30pm. To book a place you need to register on

the Eventbrite website at https://tinyurl.com/y9axwgo6

MP calls meeting
about controversial
link road

Milestones Supported Living Service, based at Eclipse

Office Park in Staple Hill, has been rated as Outstanding

by the Care Quality Commission following a recent visit.

The service provides personal care and support to people

with a learning disability and/or mental health needs to

live in their own homes, either on their own or sharing

with others in supported living services. 

At the time of the inspection the service was supporting

244 people across 186 locations in Bristol and South

Gloucestershire. 

The report says staff were extremely caring and

supportive and people were very much the centre of their

care and involved in the recruitment of their staff teams. 

Staff were committed to providing a service tailored to

each person they supported. 

‘Outstanding’
work of care
service

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



A trustee of the Kingswood-based children’s charity

Jessie May has been awarded an MBE in the New Year’s

Honours List.

Roger Harper, 63, joined the board of trustees as chair in

February 2013 and stepped down last January, remaining an

extremely active trustee of

the charity which provides

hospice at home care for

terminally ill children

throughout Bristol, South

Gloucestershire, B&NES,

North Somerset and

Wiltshire.

Roger, who lives in Bristol

with his wife Olga, has

worked closely with people

with disabilities over the

years, and the award

recognises his commitment

to Jessie May and also for helping various local organisations

such as the Avon Swifts Disabled Sports Team. 

Roger said: “It’s been an honour to support Jessie May over

the past six years. Every day I proudly wear my purple Jessie

May wristband and badge. The work the nurses do is just

fantastic – I have been able to meet some of the Jessie May

families over the years and come to understand how vital the

nurses’ work is. 

“I’m a keen fundraiser for the charity too. I’ve taken on two

half marathons for Jessie May and the 10k in Bristol in 2018.

I’ve also recently hosted guided walking tours of Central

Bristol to raise money for the charity. These were incredibly

fun ways to raise money for such a worthy cause.”

Roger is the second person in his family to receive his MBE

– his aunt Joyce, 98, received an MBE in 2011 for her

services to dance.  

Chris Roys, chief executive officer of Jessie May, said:

“Everyone here at Jessie May is delighted with this news.

We are very proud of Roger and all his achievements,

including his work and passion for Jessie May, and his other

charitable activities. 

“It’s wonderful to see he has been honoured in this way.” 
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Kingswood charity
trustee awarded MBE
in New Year’s Honours 

Warmley Players’ pantomime Treasure Island, by Ben

Crocker, begins at Warmley Community Centre this

Sunday (13th January) with a matinee performance at

4pm.

There are also evening performances from Tuesday 15th

to Friday 18th at 7.30pm and on Saturday 19th there are

shows at 2pm and 7.30pm.

Tickets are £8 (concessions for senior citizens and under-

18s are £6). Call the box office on 01179 613927.

Panto time
in Warmley

Roger Harper
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Situations Vacant

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore recently

visited Mangotsfield Scout Group to hear

about plans for a major refurbishment

and extension to their building in

Northcote Road.

The building (a former Methodist chapel) is

more than 150 years old and is currently used

by 150 young people every week.

The project will include a new kitchen and

toilets as well as an extension which will

enable the group to store camping kit and

hold meetings.

The group would like to thank the following

organisations for help in funding the project:

Aviva, Emersons Green Town Council,

Gloucestershire Masonic charity, Lloyds

Banking Group, South Gloucestershire

Council and SUEZ.

The Scout Group are currently looking for

additional leaders, if you think you could

help contact Scout leader Simon Budd at

simondbudd@gmail.com or call him on

0776 520 1435.

The photograph shows Chris Skidmore MP

meeting leaders Chris Amos (centre) and

Simon Budd.

A van parked in Coronation Avenue,

Keynsham, was broken into between 4am

and 5am on Sunday 30th December. 

Thieves fully removed the driver’s side door

lock and opened the side and rear doors. It is

unknown if any of the tools in the van were

stolen. 

There was also an attempt to break into

another van nearby. No entry was made, but

the door lock was damaged.

If you have any information regarding these

incidents, contact the police on 101 or

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555

111.

Scouts tells MP
about their major
expansion project

Thieves target vans

More schools have joined Wellsway Multi

Academy Trust.

Secondary school Bedminster Down and

Wansdyke Primary School in Whitchurch

have now officially joined WMAT. The

expansion will create a South Bristol hub,

with Cheddar Grove Primary School in

Bedminster expected to come on board in

the next two months.

The trust already runs secondary schools

Wellsway and IKB in Keynsham and Sir

Bernard Lovell in Oldland Common, The

Bath Studio School, Chandag Infant and

Junior schools and St John’s CofE

Primary School in Keynsham, The

Meadows Primary at Bitton and Saltford

CofE Primary, plus Aspire Academy in

Bath, which is a special school.

Last October WMAT announced that,

following its request, the Secretary of

State for Education had granted a

‘decision in principle’ to close The Bath

Studio School at Odd Down which has

struggled to recruit students since opening

in September 2014.

It could close at the end of the school year

2019/20. This will enable all current

students to complete the courses and

qualifications on which they have

enrolled.

More schools join
multi-academy trust

At approximately 3.30am last Thursday

(3rd January) two males were seen

kicking the wing mirrors of cars parked

in Stratton Road in Saltford. 

They ran off when challenged in the

direction of Norman Road. There have

been reports of at least a further six

vehicles being damaged in High Street,

Saltford, in the same way and it is

possible the same offenders are

responsible for this damage too. There

were no attempts to enter any of the cars. 

Police welcome any information people

may have regarding these crimes,

especially if any CCTV footage is

available. They advise that drivers fold

their mirrors back if possible to make

them less of a target.

Spate of wing mirror
vandalism in Saltford

The next meeting of the Oldland, North

Common, Parkwall, Willsbridge Mill and

Cherry Gardens Community

Engagement Forum (CEF) is tomorrow

10th January) from 7pm to 9pm at

Cadbury Heath Library.

Among the items on the agenda will be a

presentation and question-and-answer

session about the Cadbury Heath

Community Plan, and problems with

obstructive parking at Roy King

Gardens. CEF meetings are hosted by

South Gloucestershire Council and are a

chance for people to raise any concerns

about the community and meet with

representatives from the council, the

police, Avon Fire & Rescue, voluntary

and community groups and parish

councils.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

Have your say at community meeting
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A referendum will be held on Thursday

14th February to decide whether the

Hengrove & Whitchurch Park

Neighbourhood Development Plan

should be used to decide planning

applications.

Established by the Localism Act,

Neighbourhood Plans potentially give

local communities and parish councils

greater control over development in their

area. 

Whitchurch Village has one, and other local

communities working towards producing

their own are Keynsham and Pucklechurch.

Hengrove Park is the site of the former

Whitchurch airfield which closed in the

1950s and has since been a large open

space. Parts of the site have been developed

over the years and the area is now

earmarked by Bristol City Council for

around 1,500 homes. 

The Hengrove & Whitchurch Park

Neighbourhood Development Plan Forum

is concerned that the Local Plan and earlier

commitments to a large, high quality park

are getting lost in the desire to provide as

much housing as possible. 

It has come up with an alternative

masterplan for Hengrove Park which it

hopes can guide the final proposals to a

better outcome.

The forum says it is promoting a ‘park first’

approach to the design of the masterplan.

The forum says the runway and site of

Whitchurch Airport are important local

heritage assets in an area that does not have

many, so it is important that the

development of the Hengrove Park site

preserves the runway space and some of the

previous setting.

Next month’s referendum will be open to

registered electors within the Hengrove and

Whitchurch Park planning area.  

Find out more on the Hengrove and

Whitchurch Park Referendum page on

Bristol City Council’s website.

Referendum for
Hengrove & Whitchurch
Park residents 

The foodbank that serves people in

Cadbury Heath and beyond saw a surge

in clients in the week before Christmas.

Janice Suffolk, from Juice Community

Project in Newton Road, which organises

the foodbank, said the number of clients

went up from eight to 14.

Among the supplies given out to families

in need were festive treats, including

mince pies, biscuits, chocolates and

Christmas puddings.

Janice says the figures are up on the

previous Christmas.

The foodbank is open on Wednesdays

from 10am to 1pm at Juice Community

Project at Newton Road. Last

Wednesday, the first of the new year, saw

eight clients attend, two of them new.

Janice says donations of tinned fruit and

meat are currently needed and would also

welcome any unwanted gifts of toiletries

that people may like to donate. 

To receive help and food you will need to

have a voucher and you can get one if

you fit the requirements. To find out more

contact Juice on 01454 302302.

Surge in need
at foodbank

Janice Suffolk
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A new campaign is being launched by the police aimed

at helping runners and cyclists to stay safe and deal with

harassment when out and about exercising. 

Det Supt Marie Wright will be visiting Stanbridge

Primary School in Downend on Wednesday 23rd

January at 6pm to talk through her experiences of

differing types of harassment and how it has made her

feel. 

She will advise people on how to stay safe, and then go

on a run with anyone who would like to join her. 

All runners and cyclists are invited to attend the meeting.

A mountain bike was stolen from the back of a car

parked at Ferry Road in Hanham after someone smashed

the back window. It occurred at around 11.30pm last

Wednesday (2nd January) when two unknown males

were caught on CCTV entering the car park. 

If you have any information regarding this incident,

contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously

on 0800 555 111.

Helping runners
and cyclists to
stay safe

Bike stolen from car

Here are the locations in our area where

you can expect to see police mobile speed

cameras this week (starting 7th January). 

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on the B3116 Wellsway,

Charlton Road, Coronation Avenue and

Park Road; in Saltford on Manor Road; on

Timsbury Road in Farmborough; also on

the A431 Kelston Road, the A37 at

Pensford and the A39 at Corston.

Bristol:

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington

Road and West Town Lane; in St George

on the A420 Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill

Road, Nags Head Hill, Furber Road,

Crews Hole Road and Beaufort Road; in

Stockwood on Hollway Road, Sturminster

Road and Stockwood Lane; in Hengrove

on Tarnock Avenue; also on Whitchurch

Lane.

South Gloucestershire:

In Longwell Green on California Road,

Court Farm Road and Long Beach Road;

in Hanham on Whittucks Road and Abbots

Road; in Bitton on the A431 Bath Road

and Cherry Garden Road; in Oldland

Common on High Street and Mill Lane;

on Bromley Heath Road, Downend; on

Gloucester Road in Staple Hill; on

Victoria Road in North Common; on the

A420 at Wick; on Parkwall Road in

Cadbury Heath; on the A432 Badminton

Road south of the A4174 Avon Ring Road

and at Kendleshire.

Mobile speed camera locations

Bike rides, book sales and bun bakes organised by the

team at Emersons Green NHS Treatment Centre helped

to raise more than £1,500 for local and national charities

in 2018.

A bike ride from the Bristol centre to sister site Devizes NHS

Treatment Centre raised more than £450 for Thrombosis UK,

while an ongoing book sale and donations have helped the

Great Western Air Ambulance Charity. 

A cake bake and coffee morning also raised funds for

Macmillan Cancer Support.

The final fundraiser of the year was the centre’s Christmas

raffle that raised £580 for RNLI Portishead. 

Hospital director Rob Thomas said: “The team at Portishead

do an exceptional job keeping people safe at sea as

well as preparing for supporting those facing flooding

on land. We are delighted to be able to support them

and other charities who do so much to help our

communities.”

Emersons Green
Treatment Centre
raises over £1,500
for charities

Public Notice
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Service Directory

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Electrical

Garden Services

Garden Services

Guttering

Health & Fitness

Health & Beauty

Home

Maintenance

IT & Computers

REPAIRS, NEW AND

USED COMPUTERS OR

ACCESSORIES.   

Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Fencing

Advertising

Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Architectural

Services

Builders

Home Help

Chimney Sweeps
Antiques &

Collectables
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Service Directory
Logs Plastering

Plastering

Plumbers

Plumbers

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING

SERVICES.   

For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Windows & Doors

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

To Let

Roofing

TVs

Venue Hire

Painting

& Decorating

Sewing Lessons

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.

Qualified tradesman.

Efficient /reliable.

References available 

07861 898902 / 01275

831696 or visit our website

djamesdecorating.com   
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