
A farming cooperative are urging people to help them

block a plan to pave over their prime agricultural land with

a £33m Park & Ride to serve the M32 corridor.

Sims Hill Shared Harvest at Frenchay, who say the land

has been feeding the people of Bristol and South

Gloucestershire for hundreds of years, have for the past

seven years been providing their members with quality

vegetables grown using natural farming methods.

They were dismayed to learn shortly before Christmas that

a list of 17 location options, including Bromley Heath, that

were drawn up for a Park & Ride has excluded all but Site

13 – Sims Hill. Two smaller neighbouring fields are also

part of the earmarked site. 

The site is west of the M32 and east of Stoke Lane, to the

north of the new metrobus bridge. It is also in the Green

Belt and partially within a conservation area. 

The community supported agriculture scheme rent the

land from Bristol City Council which borders South

Gloucestershire. 

The plan to take forward just the Sims Hill option to

provide up to 1,800 parking spaces is revealed in the West

of England Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) Emerging Findings

Transport Report on which people are invited to have their

say by next Monday (7th January). The report provides

supplementary transport evidence to support the JSP. 

In the section about a Park & Ride to serve the M32

corridor, the report says: “The analysis indicates that the

scheme will be successful

in attracting car-based trips

into Bristol onto the Park

& Ride service, reducing

congestion further south on

the M32 and in the Bristol

urban area.  

Continued on page 8
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Bus operator First is making changes to some services

from Sunday (6th January) with significant alterations

to the South Bristol network as the m1 metrobus

launches. 

First is also making improvements to the m3 metrobus

(Emersons Green to the City Centre) and continuing to focus

on improving the performance of the 75 and 76 (Hengrove

Depot to Cribbs Causeway) which have been severely

affected by Bristol’s congestion. There are also changes to

service 36 (City Centre to Hengrove) to improve punctuality

and reliability.

The m1 will operate under contract to First by Bristol

Community Transport. It will run Monday to Saturday from

06.00 to 24.00 and Sunday from 09.00 to 24.00 and link

Cribbs Causeway with Hengrove Park via Aztec West,

Bradley Stoke, UWE, the City Centre, Bedminster and Inns

Court. The new buses feature free wi-fi and USB changing

points.

First West of England MD James Freeman said both the m2

(Long Ashton Park & Ride to the City Centre) and m3 routes

have performed extremely well since their launch, with more

than 600,000 customers using them so far.

He said: “With the m1 running on a high frequency across

the city from south to north, we believe it has tremendous

potential significantly to increase bus use in the city. This

also sees the first introduction of a fleet of buses running on

bio gas.”

With the new m1 providing a lot of extra capacity, First is

making major changes in South Bristol.

Service 90 will follow its current route between the City

Centre and Throgmorton Road, and then operate via

Creswicke Road, Hengrove Way and Roman Farm Road.

The current section of route along Creswicke Road, Inns

Court Avenue, Novers Lane and Hartcliffe Way will no

longer be served, but the m1 will operate via Creswicke

Road, Inns Court Avenue and Novers Lane. 

The 91 and 92 will replace the existing 2A, 50 and 50A. The

91 will operate every 30 minutes every day on the current

Service 50/50A route from the end of Salcombe Road via

Ilminster Avenue and Leinster Avenue, Hartcliffe Way and

Hengrove Way to Hengrove Depot. The section of the service

50 route between Hengrove Way/Airport Road and Hengrove

Depot will be covered by the 92.

In response to customer requests, the new 91 service will

provide a new and direct service from Leinster Avenue to and

from the City Centre and Temple Meads. 

The 92 will operate along the route of the current service 2A

but will also cover the withdrawn section of the service 50

route between Wharnecliffe Gardens and Belland Drive. The

92 will operate seven days a week from early to late. To

ensure it connects with important destinations, some early

morning, late evening and Monday to Friday off-peak

journeys will continue beyond Belland Drive to Hengrove

Depot via Whitchurch Lane, South Bristol Community

Hospital and Hengrove Leisure Park.

The 96 will be introduced as part of a major overhaul of the

36. The length of the current 36 route seriously impacts on

its reliability as it travels through some of the most congested

parts of Bristol. So the 36 will be split into two services, with

a new service 36 operating between the City Centre and

Brislington via Barton Hill and St Annes, and the

96 operating between Hengrove Depot, via Hengrove

Park Hospital and Broadwalk Shopping Centre and

Brislington.

The new 36 will operate along its current route between the

City Centre and Wick Road in Brislington, where it will then

operate a one-way loop via Bath Road, School Road and

Allison Road before returning to Wick Road and towards the

City Centre. The service will operate every 30 minutes

Monday to Sunday daytime and increase to a 20-minute

frequency at peak times Monday to Friday, with evening

journeys on Monday to Saturday.

First consulted with Bristol City Council and local

councillors in designing the route for the 96. The service will

operate every 60 minutes Monday to Saturday between

Hengrove Depot and Brislington. It will follow the current

service 36 route from Hengrove Depot to Wells Road, where

it will then additionally serve Callington Road Hospital and

the Tesco superstore. The current service 36 route will then

be followed until the Brislington Park & Ride site where it

will operate a one-way loop via Emery Road, Broomhill

Road, School Road and Bath Road. Customers can change

between the 36 and 96 at School Road.

Since the introduction of the m3 at the end of May, customer

numbers have continued to increase, with peak hours proving

particularly popular. As a result, there will be some

improvements to the m3 timetable, as well as the introduction

of a new Service m3x.

For details of all changes visit

https://www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bath-and-west

Big changes to bus routes
including launch of new metrobus



An appeal set up last month to help the

family who run the convenience store in

Bitton after it was targeted by robbers has

topped £3,000.

The Premier Express on the High Street is

run by Kandeepan and Shyamala

Ambigaipakan. On 13th December at about

5.45pm three men, who had been in the shop

on two previous occasions that day, returned

wearing masks and one restrained Shyamala

while the others raided the till and stole

alcohol and cigarettes from the shelves, as

well as a mobile phone. The haul ran into

several thousands of pounds. The trio made

off in a black car. 

Later that evening officers stopped a vehicle

in St Werburghs and seized alcohol, cash and

cigarettes. A man in in his 20s was arrested

on suspicion of robbery and released under

investigation.

The Ambigaipakans had buildings insurance

but were not covered for contents. With

people from Bitton and neighbouring

villages keen to show their support, a Go

Fund Me page was set up by local resident

Sally Oliver aiming to raise £1,000, but so

far more than 110 people have donated more

than £3,100.
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THE WEEK IN Community appeal
to help robbery
victims tops £3k

Bitton Parish History Group’s next meeting will be on 25th January (Burns Night) at

7pm for 7.30pm at North Common Village Hall in Millers Drive. 

This will be a ‘show and tell’ based on ‘What did your Grandfather or Grandmother

do’. 

The organisers would like to collect as many photos as possible beforehand, ideally

giving some indication of where they worked or what they did in life. 

Contact the group’s secretary Mike Gates on 0117 9328777 or visit

http://www.bittonhistory.org.uk 

North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg

will officially open the upgraded facilities at

Keynsham Town Football Club this Saturday (5th

January).

The ribbon cutting will take place at 2pm before the Ks

home game against Chippenham Park which kicks off

at 3pm. Representatives from the Football Association

and the Toolstation Western League will also be present

to tour the new facilities at the AJN Stadium at Crown

Field.

Keynsham are enjoying an excellent season in the

Toolstation League One, sitting in second place behind

leaders Chard. On Boxing Day, a crowd of more than

200 saw them overcome local rivals Oldland

Abbotonians 9-0 and last Saturday they won 5-0 at

Sherborne Town.

‘Show and tell’ at
local history meeting

Jacob Rees-Mogg
to open football
club’s new
facilities

The Ambigaipakans and Sally Oliver, right, being interviewed for the BBC by Ali Vowles
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Another walkabout was held before Christmas to

highlight issues blighting Kingswood town centre.

The walkabout was led by the chairman of the Friends of

Kingswood Park, Jim Whittaker. Joining him were

Kingswood councillors April Begley and Kim Scudamore,

PCSO Andy Bray, officers from South Gloucestershire

Council’s StreetCare and Anti-Social Behaviour Team, and

a small group of local residents.

An ongoing issue in the town centre has been the state of the

run-down rank of former shops on the corner of High Street

and Park Road, and Dawn Russell, from the council’s

planning enforcement team, sent an update to the meeting to

say that action is now being taken against the landowner.

Planning permission was granted more than two years ago

for the redevelopment of this gateway location, but work has

not yet started on the four two-bed houses and and a retail

unit with five two-bed maisonettes above.

The council has now resolved to issue a Section 215 (Town

and Country Planning Act 1990) ‘untidy land’ notice against

landowner Harminder Singh Chana, requiring nine

improvements to the face of the buildings by 9th April.

At the previous walkabout in September, graffiti in the

alleyway between Two Mile Hill Road and Boultons Lane,

and fly-tipped rubbish and graffiti

near the Boultons Lane car park,

were highlighted and these

problems were raised again at the

recent walkabout. There was also a

renewed call for tatty road signs in

Moravian Road and London Street

to be replaced. The called-for new

road name plate for Cecil Road has

been installed since the last

walkabout.

Other issues raised at December’s

walkabout was the need to clean

the litter bin and bus stop on the

south side of Regent Street and the

ongoing need to clean pigeon mess

from the bus time display board on

the north side of the street.

During the walkabout 11 empty

shops were counted. Meanwhile ongoing plans for new

‘Kingswood Welcomes You’ signs on the A420 at the

Bristol/South Glos border near the junction with Blackhorse

Road, and also near Kingswood Park, were discussed and it

is hoped that sponsorship may come from the local Rotary

Club. 

The next walkabout is on 14th March, meeting at 10am

outside Boswells on Regent Street. Everyone is welcome.

Action against owner of derelict
rank of shops in Kingswood 

The rundown rank of shops
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www.facebook.com/theweekin

John Cabot Academy now rated a ‘Good’ school
John Cabot Academy in Kingswood is celebrating after

being rated by Ofsted as Good in all categories.

Some 18 months ago the secondary school in Woodside Road

was told by Ofsted that it needed to improve. And in a report

published just before Christmas, following a recent visit from

the education watchdog, inspectors praised leaders for their

“single-minded determination to improve the quality of

education on offer to pupils”.

Lead inspector Andrew Lovett said: “This is a rapidly

improving school. Leaders and teachers are working

effectively together to improve all the key aspects of school

life.

“The executive principal and senior leaders are ambitious for

the school. They have put good plans in place to achieve their

goals. As a result, there have been notable improvements in

behaviour and standards.”

The Ofsted report says: “Pupils are increasingly proud of

their school. They recognise the school is improving and

believe it is helping them to realise their ambitions.” 

Inspectors noted that most pupils have good attitudes to

learning and said behaviour in lessons is good, meaning that

teachers can focus on teaching and students can concentrate

on learning.

John Cabot Academy is part of the Cabot Learning

Federation and has 1,147 students. The report says the sixth

form, which has 348 on roll, is a strength of the school.

Other highlights in the report included:

• GCSE standards rose significantly in 2018

• Maths is a strength and standards of literacy are high.

• The most able students are encouraged to stretch

themselves.

• Students with special educational needs and disabilities

make good progress.

• Progress of disadvantaged students have improved

substantially.

• Pupils in every year group make good progress.

• Keeping pupils safe is given the highest priority.

The report says teachers have high expectations for all

students and are ambitious for them. The inspectors were also

impressed with the pastoral support for students and the

strong personal, social and health education programme.

The report highlights however that leaders have had

difficulties in recruiting and retaining teachers in some

subjects which has slowed the rate of improvement in the

quality of teaching.

And some weaker teaching remains: “Where teaching is

weaker, pupils are not challenged to stretch themselves. They

become disengaged and a minority begin to misbehave.”

The report also says that school leaders do not always

communicate well enough with parents. As a result, a

significant number of parents feel that their concerns are not

addressed. “Parents’ views of the school are significantly

more negative than those of their children.” 

Executive principal Sally Apps said: “We are delighted

that the great efforts made by our staff and students

are recognised in this report, which marks a significant

milestone in our ambition to make this school Outstanding

by 2020.

“Ofsted acknowledges the turbulence the school faced after

being judged as Requiring Improvement in 2016 and the

resolute actions and decisions we took to bring about the

changes needed. I am immensely proud of the progress so

far and know the whole school community will work

together to build on this success.”
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Delight as department
store to stay open
The Original Factory Shop in Broad

Street, Staple Hill, which was under

threat of closure, is to stay open.

The discount department company has

been one of the casualties of the tough

retail market and more than 30 of its

224 stores were closed as part of a

Company Voluntary Arrangement

process last year, with plans to secure

rent reductions on the rest.

Staple Hill wasn’t on the original

closure list and in Issue 554 we

reported that the company was in

discussion with the landlord of the

Staple Hill store, who had served

notice.

Now a spokesperson for TOFS told us:

“We are delighted to confirm that our

store will be remaining open; we

didn’t want it to close, so we are thrilled

to be in a position to remain in

occupancy at the heart of the local

community.

“The eight Staple Hill in-store

colleagues, who had been in

consultation with the company

following notice being served by the

landlord, have been informed of this

positive outcome.”

The Original Factory Shop operates

from over 170 stores nationwide,

typically in smaller towns, in line with

its dedication to offering a local

shopping experience. 

The company provides its customers

with quality brands at discounted

prices, across a range of categories

including fashion, beauty, and

South Gloucestershire

Council has appointed

current deputy chief

executive Dave Perry as its

next chief executive.

The news follows current

chief executive Amanda

Deeks’ announcement in

November of her intention

to retire in 2019 after 14

years in the role.

Following a transition period, Dave will take over as

chief executive and head of paid service in 2019 on a

date yet to be finalised.

Dave, who has served as deputy for the past 11 years,

said: “It is a great honour and privilege to be selected as

the next chief executive of South Gloucestershire

Council.

“The council has an excellent reputation, and that is

down to the hard work and commitment of its officers

and councillors, as well as Amanda’s leadership – she

will certainly be a hard act to follow.

“I have a genuine passion for South Gloucestershire and

am really looking forward to working to improve

services and make South Gloucestershire an even better

place to live and work.”

New council chief
executive chosen

Dave Perry
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Dismay at plans to
pave over farm
Continued from Page 1
This results in High Value for Money.”

A “high-level environmental assessment” carried out for Site

13 says Sims Hill is located within Green Belt land which

would have implications on the landscape due to the impact

of the introduction of lighting and gantry signage. “There

would also be loss to a Bristol City Council recognised green

corridor. However, due to the existing influence of the M32

in this rural location and potential mitigation, it has been

identified as a moderate significant adverse impact.”

It says the site is partially located within the Frenchay

Conservation Area. There are no major biodiversity sites of

significance within Site 13 but the mature woodland within

the site is very likely to have ecological value. And there is

the possibility of surface flooding in the eastern corner of the

site.

The transport report adds that further work beyond the JSP

process to develop a wider strategy for the M32 could result

in other potentially viable sites for consideration. 

Sims Hill Shared Harvest grow on two sites – their ‘Big

Field’, which is the one under threat, and a large greenhouse

and small field which they rent on the ‘Feed Bristol’ site at

Frenchay Park Road.

This week Corra Boushel, chair of Sims Hill Shared

Harvest’s board of directors, said they had not been officially

notified that their site was earmarked for a Park & Ride

scheme and only found out 10 days before Christmas via the

Blue Finger Alliance, a partnership dedicated to the

preservation of the food growing land, much of which is

Grade 1 agricultural soil, that stretches from South Glos into

Bristol and is Bristol’s historic market gardening quarter.

Sims Hill is in the top 3% of agricultural land in the whole

of the UK. 

Corra says the cooperative are “very unhappy” and need to

fight the threat posed by the initial scoping. They have posted

information on their website -

https://simshill.co.uk/category/news/ - to help people respond

to the consultation. 

It includes reference to Bristol City Council saying in its own

documents that it wants to prioritise “space for local food

production within the city”. And they add: “There are other

sites available. Even though we don’t want to become a car

park, we also support attempts to reduce the traffic and

congestion in Bristol – we are affected by the traffic, noise

and pollution as much as anyone. But we believe there are

more suitable sites outside the Blue Finger Alliance area,

nearer the M4, that have not been shortlisted or considered

in this plan and that should have been.”

Bristol Food Network is supporting the farm and has

highlighted the “inconsistency” in assessing potential Park

& Ride sites and that report has not acknowledged Bristol’s

emerging Local Plan and the special protection which is

intended for the Blue Finger land.

It is also critical of the assessment carried out for the

transport report: “This survey has not been thorough in

identifying sitting tenants and potential problems around

existing tenancies. There is no mention in the document that

the Sims Hill site is currently occupied by Sims Hill Shared

Harvest CSA, which has a lease on the land till 2021. Nor is

there any mention that the surrounding fields are farmed

under a three-generation hereditary tenancy arrangement.”

Corra Boushel said that the group have yet to think about the

prospect of having to find an alternative site: “Land like this

is scarce.”

As well as running their

veg box scheme that

feeds more than 80

households in Bristol

and South Gloucester-

hire, Sims Hill Shared

Harvest say on their

website: “We run a

highly valued weekly community group at the Sims Hill

Community Food Centre for people experiencing food

poverty and social isolation. 

“We employ local people in valued jobs. We work with

our nearest primary school and other community groups

to give young people access to outdoor space and

understand where their food comes from. 

“We provide volunteering experience in long-term and

short-term roles, giving a wide range of people access to

food, land and wellbeing.”

Sharing the harvest 

Pedestrian improvements start on Bath Hill in Keynsham

from next Monday (7th January) for nine weeks to

improve access to the town centre.

B&NES Council says there will be off-peak traffic

controls during the works.

More roadworks
in Keynsham

The farmland under threat
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 7th January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-5pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

As part of their ongoing work to improve the image of

Mangotsfield, the residents’ association has successfully liaised with

South Gloucestershire Council for new signs at the entry points into

Mangotsfield.

Local councillor Michael Bell, who is one of the committee

members, says there are now four new signs, plus the original one

on Rodway Common coming up from Carsons Road. The new ones

are on Northcote Road approaching from Downend, in Richmond

Road from Blackhorse Road, entering Cossham Street from

Pomphrey Hill and going down Mangotsfield Road from Page Park.

New gateway signs
for Mangotsfield

Among those featuring in the New Year’s Honours list

is Richard Scudamore, former head boy of Kingsfield

School (now King’s Oak Academy) in Kingswood

who recently stepped down as Executive Chairman of

the Premier League after leading the organisation for

almost 20 years.

Mr Scudamore, 59, who is a Bristol City fan, has

received the CBE for services to football. 

During his tenure, he worked with 45 different clubs

and presided over enormous growth to the League.

CBE for former Kingswood pupil

The name of the man who died on 15th December

in Longwell Green has been released. 

He is 50-year-old Nicholas Hadley, from Weston-

super-Mare. His body was found at a bungalow on

Bath Road and police spent three days at the property

investigating the circumstances of the death.

A post-mortem has proved inconclusive and Mr

Hadley’s death remains unexplained. Police have been

awaiting the results of toxicology tests. 

A 68-year-old man arrested on suspicion of

administering a noxious substance and manslaughter

has been released under police investigation. 

Man who died in Longwell
Green is named 

GLL – the UK’s largest leisure charitable social enterprise which

runs Keynsham Leisure Centre – is once again supporting the next

generation of athletes to the tune of £1.5 million, via The GLL Sport

Foundation (GSF). Now in its eleventh year, GSF’s latest

investment in today’s and tomorrow’s athletes will take its total

support to  £10.7 million.

The GLL Sport Foundation supports athletes across 73 areas of the

UK. Eligible athletes can benefit from financial support,

physiotherapy, gym memberships at GLL’s Better facilities and

more. Applications are open until February 20th 2019 and athletes

from the Bath and North East Somerset area are encouraged to

apply. Last year, the GLL Sport Foundation supported 78 local

athletes including Tatum Keen (Judo) who recently won Young

Sports Personality of the Year at the Bath Sport Awards . She said:

“I have had a very successful year and achieved my set goals which

were to win the British championships a 4th time, win an IJF

European Medal and travel to Japan with GB for a 10 day camp.

Next year I hope to be selected for the Youth Olympics. All of this

would not have been possible without the support of GLL through

funding, free gym membership and physio support.” 

Athletes can apply via the online portal at:

www.gllsportfoundation.org. 

Support for 
young athletes
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LETTERS
Thank you for challenging

‘secrecy and obstruction’
Dear Sir

As one of what I believe to be the vast

majority of Keynsham residents, dissatisfied

with our revamped traffic system in the town

centre, may I congratulate you on your

comprehensive coverage of the topic,

especially your article in Issue 556 (19th

December).

I believe it illustrates the contempt being

shown to local residents by our council. We

were initially promised that this temporary

system would not be made permanent if after

consultation it did not meet with residents’

approval. Despite publicity claiming it did,

examination of the figures showed it didn’t

- by a large margin.

Now we are subjected to a policy of secrecy

and obstruction by our council over what is,

or isn’t, being done to frustrate our expressed

preferences for the central traffic system

whilst reneging on the initial promise not to

make this scheme permanent if it didn’t meet

with approval.

Thank you for your diligence in discovering

(hopefully) what is being done to our town

and the obtuse manner in which it is being

done.

Many thanks for your good work - keep it

up!

Greg Bryan

A rethink of Keynsham

roads is needed
Dear Sir

With so much controversy regarding the one-

way system in Keynsham, I doubt there is a

consensus to revert to two-way.

I can`t recall the main reasons for switching

from two-way in the beginning, but from

memory one was the reduction of harmful

emissions in the High Street. Apparently, this

has been achieved. I suspect there has been

an increase in other roads, such as Ashton

Way.

Stop-and-start manoeuvres increase vehicle

emissions, and these have increased

probably since the one-way introduction. So

what overall benefit has been achieved? The

previously relatively traffic-free run up Bath

Hill to Temple Street has a vastly increased

traffic backlog, resulting in vehicles queuing,

ticking over and emitting harmful emissions.

My previous letter suggesting removing the

pedestrian crossing in Ashton Way (i.e. a

pedestrian tunnel under Ashton Way) would

potentially reduce the stop-start there.

Coming back to the relocation of harmful

exhaust emissions from the High Street to

elsewhere reminds me of the introduction of

sulphur-free diesel fuel a few years ago. Yes,

the diesel was sulphur-free at the pump, but

the sulphur had been removed at the

processing plants, hence whatever harmful

elements were non-existent at the pump were

up there creating the harm anyway.

I would suggest a rethink of Keynsham roads

to facilitate free-flow traffic. Hopefully the

powers to be have sufficient brains to

facilitate this.

And to go the whole hog, tunnel under the

High Street, creating a perfect traffic-free

scenario. Wishful thinking, but over 100

years ago, London began their Underground.

Where would that put London now if they

hadn’t?

Roger Tilley

Oldland Common

We are bullied by B&NES
Dear Editor

In response to the story on page 9 of Issue

554, I think B&NES are deluded if they

think their ‘solutions’ to tackle traffic

problems along Park Road are going to make

much difference!

Let us not forget that B&NES caused a large

increase in traffic and footfall along Park

Road by allowing the development which is

now the Meadows with full knowledge from

the outset that there is only one way in and

one way out of the mini estate onto what was

an already busy road and surely they would

have proven this before any proceedings

when they carried out their preliminary

traffic strategy survey?

The consequences of allowing such a

development in turn has caused nothing but

frustration I am sure for all the residents,

pedestrians and motorists in Park Road.

I must point out that the above is not aimed

at any resident of The Meadows, merely the

fact that the development should never have

been allowed at that location in the first

place.

This blatant disregard about the impact on

surrounding areas is nothing new and

appears to be quite a trend for B&NES. Just

look at all the other housing developments

that have happened so far in Keynsham,

including Somerdale, Bilbie Green, etc. and

they all have the same ‘one way in and one

way out’ problem! If this isn’t already bad

enough, they are still allowing development

and I wonder where all this is going to end?

As far as I recall, there was a time in

planning where one of the very first hurdles

was proving adequate access, so how did

these developers ever get past this I wonder

because the ‘access’ is most definitely

inadequate as it stands and when you

consider The Meadows, cannot be changed.

It is common sense to realise that building

literally hundreds of houses whilst using the

same (already busy) infrastructure is going

to cause congestion and other traffic-related

issues and I am sure this has come as no

surprise to residents of Keynsham so it

beggars belief why the penny hasn’t dropped

with B&NES but then again, perhaps it is

because a lot of the people making the

decisions do not reside in Keynsham?

Talking of traffic issues and the ill-fated one-

way system along Keynsham High Street

about which I have previously written in

about and you kindly published in Issue 546,

after having the door virtually slammed in

my face by Tim Hewitt (B&NES

regeneration manager) and being promised

further communication from his senior

Simon Martin (programme director) I have

yet to hear anything from this person and in

fact he has proven to be quite an elusive

character!

I have had some much-delayed contact from

Caroline Lightfoot (senior development

officer) and even asked her on two

occasions about contact from Simon Martin

but still nothing so I can only assume that he

feels this is trivial and that this is beneath

him?

I requested air pollution figures from all the

surrounding areas of the High Street before

the trial was implemented and after the initial

trial period was completed to which Caroline

Lightfoot eventually replied and has said that

she is still waiting for figures. This may seem

a reasonable response BUT surely the figures

would have been available before B&NES

pushed to have this system officially made

permanent and these figures would have

been considered by B&NES before they

made their final decision due to the potential

impact on the surrounding areas. . . I would

certainly hope that this is the case, but I

doubt it somehow.

The requested figures should have been ‘to

hand’ and published for all to see because it’s

all well and good B&NES celebrating what

THEY consider to be a success, that it is

what THEY consider to be right for

Keynsham and that the air is ‘cleaner’ along

a comparatively short length of road (the

stretch between the junction of Charlton

Road and the top of Bath Hill) but you

cannot tell me that ALL the surrounding

areas are now not suffering higher levels of

pollution caused by queuing traffic due to the

one-way system? It is pretty obvious that the

air is cleaner along the short stretch of the

High Street simply because traffic has been

cut one-way, but at what price?

Put quite simply, all B&NES have done is

shifted the problem somewhere else and

claiming a success, but when you actually

stand back and look at the bigger picture,



The Week in • Wednesday 2nd January 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                        11

LETTERS
they have in fact made things a whole lot

worse on a larger scale.

In my opinion, we are bullied by B&NES

and although they may ask you what you

think (because they have to as part of

procedure in most cases), the decision has

already been made.

Mike Heavens

Keynsham

Editor’s note: B&NES Council refused
planning permission for the Meadows
development in 2010. This was subsequently
overturned on appeal by the Government
inspector

A gloomy blot on the

landscape
Dear Editor

Why is black so popular? Black cars with

black interiors, black leather sofas, black

clothes, black-dressed cyclists on black

cycles.

And now the Village Hotel has recently

opened up off the A38 at Patchway, what a

big miserable black block it is, looming over

the area. VERY welcoming, I don't think!

Yet it seems actually to be a ‘colour’ theme

for the company!

I thought the police holding centre was

further up the A38, or perhaps this big

gloomy blot on the landscape is an extension

of the centre?

How did South Glos Planning Committee

permit such a ‘colour’ to enhance this

already miserable area?

Alan Elkan

Downend

Well done the people of

Great Bitton
Dear Editor

I, probably along with most others who care

about our country, have been looking on in

despair at how our communities have been

ripped apart by the toxic and seemingly

irreconcilable Brexit issue.  

It was therefore, wonderful to read in your

Issue 556 of the heart-warming story of how

the village of Bitton rallied round to help the

owners of the village shop, Kandeepan and

Shyamala Ambigaipakan, following a

violent robbery which left them in much

distress.  

It is a reminder and a glimmer of hope, that

our community spirit and regard for our

fellow man is still there and will eventually

be revived. When times are hard, it brings

out the best in the British people. 

Thank you to the people of Bitton for giving

me faith that we are so much better than what

Brexit has made us become. 

Linda Gates

Appalling’ abuse of ring

road’s 2+ lane
Dear Editor

As a regular driver having to use the ring

road from the Willy Wicket roundabout to

the M32, the abuse of the 2+ lane is now

appalling. 

Whilst most drivers obey the law, hundreds

of drivers are now going along the 2+ lane

solo. They are of course taking the chance as

the law is not enforced and it is really

annoying sitting in the outside lane seeing all

these drivers going past you in the 2+ lane. 

Now this could be what the council wants as

by turning a blind eye it is actually speeding

traffic flow up? The problem is that as so

many are using it, they are in fact holding up

the traffic it is designed to help – i.e. 2+

drivers and the buses so it is really a white

elephant. 

The council has a few options. 1) Try and get

the police to enforce it which we all know is

highly unlikely; 2) Install new technology

available cameras that can now photo inside

the car so fines can be issued; or 3) Scrap it

completely so we can all use both lanes and

get to the motorway system quicker and

bring a bit of relief to the people of Downend

and Frenchay from all the drivers avoiding

the ring road due to the gridlock. 

Nick, Oldland

Do local Tories support

their MP or the PM?
Dear Stephen

Strong words from Conservative Party

member Terry Edwards in his letter to you

(Issue 556). He writes that, in his view, “His

(Jacob Rees-Mogg) extreme behaviour has

brought the Conservative Party to the brink

of self-destruction.” Terry wrote about the

“outright back-stabbing” of the elected

leader of his party and the Prime Minister,

Theresa May.

I found it extraordinary that in the last edition

of ‘Somerset Star’, the constituency-wide

Conservative newspaper, that local

Conservative councillors and activists were

listed on the back page while the front page

featured an article written by JRM savaging

the Brexit policy of the Prime Minister. 

We need to know whether the local

Conservative councillors and activists

support the MP or the PM? 

If the local councillors and activists share the

same platform with Jacob Rees-Mogg, the

electorate will draw its own conclusions. You

are known by who you associate with.

Duncan Hounsell

Chair, Keynsham & Saltford Liberal

Democrats

‘Drop the dishonest

scaremongering’
Dear Editor

Having read The Week In, dated December

19th, and the concerning news that Labour

are publicising an apparent ‘secret’ plan to

develop the Green Belt – claims that they do

not justify at all in their response - I fear they

really need to consider the idiom that people

who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw

stones.

The Labour candidate for Kingswood,

Nicola Bowden-Jones, attacked West of

England Mayor Tim Bowles and the

Conservatives for apparently no longer

holding meetings about the Joint Spatial Plan

in public, but where was her criticism of

Bristol’s Labour mayor Marvin Rees, who is

also a part of WECA? 

He has made no calls for meetings to be in

public, and neither has he revealed details of

any evil plot, so if the Labour leader of the

biggest area of the Combined Authority is a

party to this, I don’t really know how Ms

Bowden-Jones can back up her astounding

claims. 

Either she throws her Labour colleagues

under the bus in the name of truth or she

should drop the dishonest scaremongering.

Matt Pitts

Staple Hill resident

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any

political or commercial interest.   We aim

to produce a balanced and accurate view

of local news and welcome comments

from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full

but reserve the right to shorten or clarify

the contents or to refuse publication.

Please try to keep letters under 300

words and supply your full name and

address for reasons of authentication.

Only the name and district where you

live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is

possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive at
our offices no later than 9.00am on
the Monday
of each week. 
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Prods (5)
4. Type of plover (7)
8. Set right (7)
9. Grow less (5)
10. Painting frame (5)
13. Perpetually

young (7)
17. Sardonic (3)
18. Wax light (6)
19. Clergyman (6)
20. Female pronoun (3)
22. Notched (7)
25. Animal group (5)
28. Florida city (5)
29. Antiquated (7)
30. Praise (7)
31. Destitute (5)

DOWN
1. Money bag (5)
2. Credit, renown (5)
3. Enchantment (5)
4. Oriental sailor (6)
5. Serenity (5)
6. Picture (5)
7. Estimate (5)
11. Knowing (5)
12. Sea duck (5)
14. Change course (4)
15. Intense light (5)
16. Incline (5)
17. Compass point (4)
21. Harbinger (6)
22. Shrub (5)
23. Kingdom (5)
24. Existing (5)
25. Cut of pork (5)
26. Rub out (5)
27. Decompose (5)

Residents and staff at Kingfisher Lodge in Saltford got

into the charitable spirit by wearing a Christmas jumper

in aid of Save the Children.

All residents and staff at Kingfisher were encouraged to

buy, borrow or decorate their own special Christmas

jumpers and donate £1 to Save the Children. And

Kingfisher’s general manager Clare Sinclair decided to

allow all the residents and the team to decorate her in

baubles like a Christmas tree.

She said: “This event has really showcased the creativity

and fun-loving spirit of all our residents and staff. We are

proud to take part in Christmas Jumper Day and show

our support for Save the Children.”

Christmas
jumpers raise
funds for Save
the Children

Pupils at Waycroft Academy in Stockwood and the care home

team at Brunelcare’s nearby Robinson House built closer

links this season through a ‘Christmas Gift Box’ appeal.

The school chose Brunelcare as its appeal charity,

encouraging pupils and their families to gather a few useful

gift items in Christmas gift-wrapped boxes to deliver by hand

to everyone cared for and living at the care home in

Sturminster Road. Pupils not only delivered the boxes but

also entertained everyone with a Christmas sing-along.

Joy White, manager at Robinson House, said: “I can’t say a

big enough thank you to all the children and their parents who

have so generously donated these wonderful presents to our

Robinson House ‘family’.” 

Special gifts
for care home
residents Some of Keynsham’s oldest and youngest residents got

together for a Christmas play-date with a difference at

housing association Curo’s Hawthorn Court Extra Care

Centre.

Curo invited children and parents from the local playgroup

along to a messy play session at the centre in the style of

Channel 4’s ‘Old People’s Home for 4 Year Olds’ TV

programme. More than 50 children and adults joined together

to paint and create, with singing and a visit from Father

Christmas adding to the festive atmosphere.

Local mum Becky Walsh came along with her two-year-old

son Casper who spent time busy painting with Hawthorn

Court resident Joan Downton, pictured. 

A third community café is being set up in the East Bristol

area.

Gill Flower, who set up the Bristol Community

Friendship Club to combat loneliness, started the first

café at Longwell Green Community Centre in

September. Since then she has started one in Speedwell

and she has now announced plans for a third one in

Kingswood which will begin in January.

She needs volunteers to help run the new café which will

be on Thursdays from noon to 3pm at Kingswood

Community Centre (KCA) from 17th January.

The Longwell Green café is open on Fridays from noon

to 3pm. The Speedwell café opens on Mondays from

11am to 2pm at Barton Hill Rugby Club in Duncombe

Lane. Everyone of all ages is welcome at the cafes where

refreshments and light snacks are available, with free

squash for children. Gill welcome suggestions for more

venues for community cafés. She says they must have

disabled access and a car park. A kitchen and large

community space are also essential.

You can contact Gill on 0117 9025779 or 07948 393397

or email her at gill.flower@blueyonder.co.uk

Toddlers join
sheltered housing
residents for
Christmas fun

Third community
café to open in
January
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Longwell Green Probus Club, now in their 31st year, recently held their annual inaugural

lunch when new president Mike Dick took up the reins from his predecessor, Frank Carlisle,

as shown above. 

Mike (on the left) is a former rugby player who once scored a try in front of 60,000 spectators

at Twickenham. 

The club are actively seeking new members so any semi- or fully retired men who would

like to join a very vibrant and active group enjoying a wide range of activities and events,

mostly including their partners, is welcome to contact the secretary David Mansfield on 0117

9670859 for more details.

Annual inauguration lunch

Leading new and used commercial vehicle

dealer Vans365 are pleased to announce

details of their recent acquisition of Low

Cost Vans Bristol. 

The purchase of the well-established

dealership is just one part of Whitchurch-

based Vans365’s 2019 growth strategy, a

year that is already set to be a positive and

highly successful one for the independent

supplier.

Set up in 2010 by managing director

Jordan Franklin, Vans365 are one of the

fastest growing commercial vehicle

suppliers in the UK. Their growth strategy

is based on supplying new and quality

used vehicles to business owners and

companies across the country. 

Mr Franklin said: “The acquisition of Low

Cost Vans Bristol is an exciting and

positive step for our company. The

business is well respected and has been

trading in Clutton for some 15 years. The

acquisition will bring together a wealth of

light commercial vehicle experience and I

look forward to managing the ongoing

transformation and growth strategy with

new general manager Matt Lock under the

Vans365 brand.”

The Low Cost Vans site will become the

brand’s dedicated Part Exchange outlet

supplying lower priced, higher

mileage commercial vehicles. The

existing Vans365 HQ in Staunton Lane

will focus on delivering new, quality

used and leasing solutions for business

owners.

Vans365 announce
acquisition of business

Following its first inspection since

opening October 2017, Charterhouse care

home at Keynsham’s new Chocolate

Quarter has been rated as Good overall by

the Care Quality Commission.

The unannounced inspection took place in

October and the report was published

recently.

Charterhouse accommodates up to 77

people across three separate units, each of

which have separate adapted facilities.

One specialises in providing care to people

needing re-ablement care to return

home. At the time of the inspection

there were 44 people living at

Charterhouse.

The CQC said that people told them they

felt safe living there, were well cared for

and had good relationships with the staff.

Relatives were complimentary about the

quality of the service and the environment.

The report said that staff were skilled,

well-trained and treated people with

kindness and compassion. 

Good rating for new
Keynsham care home

Matt Lock, left, & Jordan Franklin
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in January

Frenchay Village Museum reopens this Saturday (5th

January) after closing at the end of November for a major

clean and updating of displays.

The museum opens on Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm to

5pm and on Wednesdays from 1pm to 4pm. Entry is free.

Hanham Players’ winter production is Sleeping Beauty.

Directed by David Pascoe-Clarke, it opens at Hanham

Community Centre on 9th January and runs until the

13th. Evening performances are at 7.30pm and there is a

2pm matinee on the Saturday and just a matinee on the

Sunday. Tickets are priced from £8 and available from

www.hanhamplayers.org or by calling the box office on

0117 9674439.

Museum reopens

Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford present an

evening of comedy with Mark Palmer at St John’s Parish

Church in Keynsham on Friday 25th January at 7.30pm.

Clean, classy and clever, his delivery is smooth and well-

pitched. Tickets are £5, to include interval refreshments, and

can be obtained from the Parish Office, Monday to Friday

from 9.30am to 12.30pm or from the Methodist Church

Office, Monday to Friday from 10am to noon.

Comedy evening

The Kingswood Players’ production later this month is The

Emperor and the Nightingale.

Directed by Richard Bond, the show is based on the Hans

Christian Andersen fairy tale. There are performances on

Friday and Saturday 18th and 19th and Friday and Saturday

25th and 26th January at Kingswood Community Centre.

There are evening performances on all four days at 7pm and

matinees start at 2pm on the Saturdays. Call the box office

on 0777 205 6562 or visit www.kingswoodplayers.org

Fairy tale inspiration
for group’s show

Hanham Players’
winter show



Following the success of the

Gruffalo, Stick Man and

Highway Rat trails at

Forestry Commission sites

across England, Julia

Donaldson and Axel

Scheffler’s magical

children’s picture book Zog

will be the new activity trail

for families to enjoy at

Westonbirt Arboretum this

winter. Launching on Friday

11th January the trail will

follow the premiere of the

animated special from

Magic Light Pictures on

BBC One at Christmas.

Zog is a loveable, if

somewhat clumsy, dragon at

Dragon School who is

always striving to win a

golden star. Forestry

Commission England are

now inviting children to step

into the forest classroom to

learn lessons just like Zog,

including how animals fly,

what sounds they make and

how they catch their prey.

As well as winning gold

stars along the self-led trail,

there will be reveal panels

which have a hidden image

that children can find using

a coloured lens in their

activity pack. Available to

buy for £3 the activity pack

will also include a Zog

mask, activity sheets a

pencil and stickers. Further

details of trails and free

downloadable activity sheets

are available from www.

forestryengland.uk/zog
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in January

Avon Ramblers are inviting people to join

them for free festive walks, giving

everyone the chance to enjoy magical

winter landscapes in good company,

and to meet new friends at a time of year

when many people can feel lonely or

isolated. 

Tessa Wyatt, chair of the Avon Area

Ramblers, said: “Winter is a wonderful

time to go walking and enjoy the cold

crisp air and striking frosty landscapes,

and of course it’s a great way to burn

off the effects of Christmas over-

indulgence.

“But we also know that the festive season

can be a particularly difficult time for

people who are on their own, and a

sociable walk with a welcoming group is

a great way to get out and about and meet

people.”

All group walks during the Festival of

Winter Walks are free to attend. There are

eight Ramblers groups in the Avon area

and they may even inspire you to walk

with them for the rest of the year.

Avon Ramblers have eight groups that

offer walks. These are Kingswood (East of

Bristol), Bath, Bristol, Clevedon, Norton

Radstock, Severnside and Southwold

(Yate / Chipping Sodbury area) plus the

Brunel Walking Group which has two

branches: one targeted towards people in

their 20s and 30s and another in their 40s

and 50s.

The Kingswood group has organised an

eight-mile walk this coming Sunday (6th

January) from Marshfield through varied

countryside with scenic views, a few hills

and lots of mud! The start time is 9am at

Warmley Station car park and the

estimated finish time is 3pm.

Then on Sunday 13th January the group

invites people to join another eight-mile

walk in North Wiltshire, again meeting at

9am in Warmley Station car park.

To find out more contact Helen O'Connell

on 0750 511 1753 or visit www.avon-

ramblers.org.uk/

Festival of Winter Walks
Join Zog on his magical forest
adventure at Westonbirt

The Week In
Highlight

The Week In
Highlight

The Week In
Highlight

The Week In
Highlight
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Staff and animals at HorseWorld Trust in

Whitchurch had the pleasure of meeting with

supporter Tim Tucker, 83, who has been

donating hay to the horses for nearly 60

years. 

The trust rescues, rehabilitates and rehomes

horses from all over the UK and currently

cares for more than 300 horses both on and

off site. They rely entirely on donations and

volunteers and on 19th December staff were

privileged to meet Tim.

He brings gifts of hay and rugs to the horses

to help keep them warm and fed over the

difficult winter months. He told staff how he

used to travel to HorseWorld on the bus from

Fishponds in the early 1960s with his aunt

and mother. They used to bring festive

donations to the horses and he’s kept up this

family tradition every year since then. 

On his annual visit to HorseWorld Tim

(whose birthday is on Christmas Eve) got to

meet Dime, one of the heavy horses, a foal

called Lucky who was born at

HorseWorld, and the donkeys. 

Tim said: “It’s wonderful to meet

the horses and donkeys and see how

much difference even a little

donation can help.”

When HorseWorld was founded in

1952 (known then as The Friends of

Bristol Horses Society) working

shire horses were part of everyday

life and were a valuable asset to

their owners and usually looked

after very well. Tim remembers caring for

his grandfather’s horses which were stabled

in Grove Road, just off Fishponds Road. 

HorseWorld managing director Mark Owen

said: “We couldn’t be more grateful to Tim

for his continued support, without people

like him we simply wouldn’t be able to do

the work that we do. 

“We are overwhelmed by his kindness and

commitment and on behalf of the horses we

want to thank him from the bottom of our

hearts. HorseWorld relies on donations from

the public to meet the annual £1.5m running

costs of the charity so please visit

www.horseworld.org.uk/donate if you would

like to donate or make a gift.”

A lifetime of Christmas
kindness to horses 

Tim with the donkeys

Meeting with Dime, one of the horses he helps to feed, & equine training groom
Caitlin Macaulay-Sinden



Lifeskills Safety Education Centre in Bristol recently

presented volunteer guide Dee Fricker with an

award for completing more than 100 sessions at the

centre.

Dee, from Whitchurch, has been a volunteer at Lifeskills for

four years and since then has taught more than 400

schoolchildren aged 10 and 11 how to stay safe and live

healthy lives. 

Based in The Create Centre, Smeaton Road, Bristol,

Lifeskills is an interactive village - a huge film set with 19

different ‘scenarios’. Children visit with their classes and are

taken round the centre in groups of four, accompanied by

volunteer guides like Dee.

During their visit the children experience practising

emergency 999 calls, discovering and reacting to a house fire,

carrying out first aid and experiencing the consequences of

trespassing on a railway line – all made realistic with the use

of light, sound and wind effects.

The education centre’s manager Andy Townsend said: “We

could not operate the centre without our dedicated team of

volunteers. We know what we here do makes a difference

and saves lives; one child helped his family escape a house

fire, another prevented a gas explosion, and a boy knew how

to make a 999 call to help his mother – all skills learnt at

Lifeskills.

“Lifeskills urgently needs more volunteers. Over 12,000

children a year visit the centre but with more volunteers even

more children in the area could benefit from a visit. Every

day in the region over 80 children attend a hospital A&E

department, many of which could be prevented.” 

If you would like to get involved and can spare a couple of

days a month, call 0117 9224511 or email

johanna@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk

For a 360 degree tour of the centre (which doesn’t give away

the surprises the children will encounter!) take a look at

https://lifeskills-bristol.org.uk/about-the-centre/tour/
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Could you be a Lifeskills
volunteer like Dee?

Kingswood History Society’s final meeting of 2018

included the AGM. Members were then entertained by a

card trick specialist and the enjoyed an American Supper. 

The 2019 programme will begin on 4th March with a talk

about Famous Men & Women buried in Arnos Vale

Cemetery in Bristol.

Kingswood History Society meets on the first Tuesday

of each month from March to December at 7.30pm in the

Park Centre, Kingswood High Street, (opposite the Civic

Centre with parking in Hollow Road). 

Anyone interested in joining can visit

www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org or just come along to

the meetings.

The cost is £2.50 per visit including refreshments.

Annual subscription is £20.

History society marks
the end of season

Dee Fricker receiving her award of a Bristol Blue
Glass paperweight from Andy Townsend
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Situations

Vacant

New guidance about the way communities can

take over the running and responsibility of

surplus council-owned properties is being

considered by Bath & North East Somerset

Council.

Over the past five years the council has had a

programme of transferring community-based

assets and services to voluntary groups such as

Alexandra Bowls Club, S&D Heritage Railway

and most recently Saltford Library.

Now a new policy is proposing to strengthen the

support communities get when they take

responsibility for a property and is currently

being consulted on.  

Under the proposal the council would operate a

four-stage process including assessment of the

asset, expression of interest, business plan and

completion in order to ensure organisations have

good governance in place, as well as the

financial capability to manage an asset.

The document will be considered by the

Communities, Transport and Environment

Policy Development and Scrutiny Panel on 21st

January.  The consultation on the Community

Asset Transfer Policy and Guidance runs until

25th January and details can be found on the

B&NES Council website.

Feedback from the consultation will be reviewed

and summarised and changes to the draft policy

will be made where appropriate. The results of

the consultation, along with the updated policy

and guidance, will be presented to the Cabinet

on 6th February.

B&NES Council consults on
community asset transfers 

Local resident Clive Honey-
church highlights the problems
facing Keynsham in the B&NES
Local Plan and urges people to
speak out before next week’s
consultation deadline
A congestion charge for Keynsham (and

possibly Saltford)? It’s a real possibility

unless local people wake up and challenge

parts of the B&NES Local Plan now out

for consultation.

First problem: Given Keynsham’s unique

location, geography, layout, logistics and

infrastructure, can B&NES realistically

expect Keynsham's population to increase by

over 30%, but its total traffic to reduce below

current levels? Will sufficient people

actually walk, cycle, live as hermits, or use

First Bus’s profit-driven services for it to

happen?

Second problem: To permit development in

North Keynsham, a relief road will be

established between the A4 (toward Saltford)

and Keynsham Road (toward Willsbridge).

This relief will be swiftly cancelled by

putting 1,400 homes along it and thus put

additional traffic burdens on the A4 and

Keynsham Road.

Third problem: B&NES Council’s last

official car park survey was carried out in

March 2015 and showed 18% (short stay)

and 12% (long stay) spare capacity even at

peak demand times. It’s clearly out of date.

Fourth problem: There is a massive

increase in planned house-building around

the south of Bristol and in South Glos, not to

mention that in Brislington, Whitchurch and

the rest of B&NES. There are only two roads

crossing the River Avon between the

congestion of Bristol and Bath. Any traffic

that the A4174 ring road system crossing

cannot handle will divert onto the Keynsham

Road (to Willsbridge) crossing.  Congestion

will then radiate outwards and in turn will

cause further clogging up of Keynsham

Road, Charlton Road, Bristol Road, Bath

Road and Wellsway.

Fifth problem: Current B&NES plans

(cunningly hidden under Whitchurch)

include an orbital link road between Hicks

Gate and Whitchurch with vague but very

complex junctions at both ends. Each will

need to accommodate four major roads, a

local road, a Park & Ride, cycle and

pedestrian routes. Plans in other separate

supporting documents show drafts of “flat”

equivalents of Birmingham's Spaghetti

Junction for both interchanges. These

involve roundabouts, “gyratory systems”

and “cut throughs”. If any inhabitants of the

2,500 new homes at Whitchurch have

difficulty with using the new orbital link,

getting to the Park & Ride, metrobus or other

bus routes, they will almost certainly drive

via Charlton Road into Keynsham.

Sixth problem: Due to financial constraints,

B&NES planners will probably go for

minimal infrastructure schemes with worst

outcomes for Keynsham residents: and most

difficult to change later.

B&NES Local Plan is not all bad, but all six

problems listed above need addressing.

Make no mistake, we really do need to

support efforts to tackle both climate change

and the current housing situation.

Unfortunately, B&NES Local Plan solutions

could well kill off Keynsham’s economic

viability, making access difficult for

customers, clients and businesses that

contribute to the local economy. They will

also encourage increased congestion by

through traffic from outside of the area

trying to avoid traffic problems at Hicks

Gate and Whitchurch. The B&NES backstop

will almost certainly be a congestion charge,

just like Bath.

To see B&NES Local Plan go to Keynsham

Library or www.bathnes.gov.uk/localplan  

To comment write or go to

www.bathnes.gov.uk and then to the

‘consultations’ button. Comment on both

chapters 5 and 6 (if you want to make life

easy, put all concerns under ‘other

comments’). 

The final date for receiving comments is 7th

January. B&NES have to address all

legitimate written concerns to the

satisfaction of the officially appointed

inspector. Moaning later will be too late, fill

in the forms NOW!

Send your contributions to Soap Box by
email to admin@theweekin.co.uk 
Aim for around 750 words. We reserve the
right to edit or refuse submissions which may
contravene the IMPRESS Editors’ Code of
Conduct.

Soap Box
Congestion charge
fears for Keynsham
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Plans to redevelop

Broadwalk Shopping

Centre on the Wells Road

are drawing a mixed

reaction.

An outline planning

application by planning

and development

consultants Lichfields for

the refurbishment and

redevelopment of the

1970s landmark site has been lodged with the city council on behalf of

owners FREP (Knowle) Ltd, who are in administration, and applicant

Pelican Development Management Ltd).

The £100m mixed-use transformation scheme includes up to 420

apartments, cafés, bars, restaurants, leisure facilities and shops. A new

car park is also proposed.

Many feel the area is an eyesore and badly in need of regeneration.

But there are also concerns that the proposed high-rise buildings are

inappropriate for the area, and that an influx of 800+ residents would

add pressure to local infrastructure that is already stretched.

Over the coming months the application will be scrutinised by Bristol

City Council planning officers.

The shopping centre remains open as normal.

Mixed reaction to
shopping centre
redevelopment plans

New figures on housing supply

in South Gloucestershire have

given the council more

confidence they can resist

speculative planning applica-

tions from developers.

Updated analysis of available

land in the latest Authority

Monitoring Report confirm that

South Gloucestershire Council

has sufficient supply to meet

more than six years of growth.

The current Core Strategy, which

was approved in 2013, requires

the council to demonstrate a

rolling five-year land supply in

order to be valid. 

Planning applications are

frequently brought forward by

developers for land not included

in the Core Strategy and often in

the Green Belt. The justification

used to support these applications

is the local council’s inability to

demonstrate a five-year supply of

land. South Gloucestershire

Council has failed to meet those

targets in the past, ironically in

some instances because land on

which planning permission has

been granted has not been

developed or the builder

completes the houses at a slower

rate than forecast.

Cabinet Member for Planning,

Transport and the Strategic

Environment Colin Hunt said:

“We are pleased that this updated

analysis shows clearly that we are

in a position to deliver the new

homes people need in South

Gloucestershire. It is important

that we do see new homes built,

for current residents, the next

generations and those who want

to live here, attracted to a great

place to live and work.

“We have long argued that we do

have the supply chain of land

available. It has been frustrating

that delays to major projects we

have given planning consent to

have been used by developers to

justify applying for new

permissions, for more housing,

but not in the places and with the

services that our communities

want and need.”

New figures strengthen
council’s hand to resist
speculative development 

Colin Hunt
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Community learning courses begin this month in venues

across South Gloucestershire. The courses being held in the

Cadbury Heath and Longwell Green area include functional

skills in English and maths, sewing for beginners, exploring

job skills and computer skills.

In the Kingswood area, there is the chance to study courses

including functional skills in English and maths, mindfulness,

creative writing and employability skills.

And in Mangotsfield, Staple Hill and Downend area the

courses on offer include functional skills in English and

maths, creative writing, knitting and basic IT for beginners.

Enrolment sessions are taking place over the next fortnight.

You can find out more by calling 01454 864613 or at

www.southglos.gov.uk/communitylearning

The courses are free for people aged 19+ with few or no

qualifications.

Community learning
in South Glos

Here are the locations in our area where

you can expect to see police mobile speed

cameras this week (starting 31st

December). 

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on Coronation Avenue,

Rock Road, Queens Road and Albert

Road; in Saltford on Manor Road and

Norman Road; also on the A431 Kelston

Road and A37 at Pensford Hill.

Bristol:

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington

Road, Talbot Road, Hungerford Road,

Allison Road and Wick Road; in St

George on the A420 Bell Hill Road/Two

Mile Hill Road, Air Balloon Road, Nags

Head Hill, Hillside Road, Blackswarth

Road and the Kingsway; in Stockwood on

Ladman Road, Sturminster Road and

Stockwood Lane; in Hengrove on the A37

Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove Way,

Cadogan Road, Hengrove Avenue,

Hengrove Lane, Petherton Road and

Tarnock Avenue; also on Whitchurch Lane

and Hazelbury Road, Whitchurch.

South Gloucestershire:

In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road

and Ellacombe Road; in Hanham on

Whittucks Road and Abbots Road; in

Swineford on the A431 Bath Road; in

Oldland Common on Barry Road, High

Street and Mill Lane; on the B4465

Westerleigh Road at Pucklechurch; on the

A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction 1 of

the M32 and at Bromley Heath; on

Blackhorse Road at Mangotsfield; on

Tower Lane in Warmley; on Overndale

Road in Downend and on Henfield Road

at Henfield.

Mobile speed camera locations

Keynsham Foodbank has had its busiest

Christmas period with both demand and

donations reaching record levels.

Such was the amount of food donated that

by Christmas Eve the decision was taken

to close the drop boxes in the Tesco and

Waitrose stores. With no access to the

warehouse at Broadlands Academy during

the school holidays, the donations could

not be processed in time for Christmas.

However, the foodbank was able to

provide aid for record numbers in the lead-

up to Christmas. On one morning session

at one of the distribution centres, 47

people were given supplies and some 40

school holiday lunch bags were handed

out. Almost all of the food at that

distribution centre was given out. 

Since last April the foodbank has fed 243

children and 308 adults and given out

more than 8,555 kg of food. 

Whilst well blessed with volunteers, the

foodbank is seeking a

secretary/administrator who can handle

the office duties and take minutes and

action points from the administration

meetings. The group meets at St Dunstan's

Church Hall on the second Friday of the

month (9.30am) for a meeting lasting no

more than two hours. 

Anyone interested should in the first

instant contact the coordinator on 0117

9837923 or 0777 649 3221 for an informal

chat.

Avon Area Ramblers recently recognised

a farmer’s efforts in maintaining public

rights of way over his land. 

A party from the Norton Radstock Ramblers

hiked their way over to Wilmington Farm,

near Keynsham, to present farmer Mervyn

Keeling with a framed certificate.  Mr

Keeling was nominated by the Bath

Ramblers Footpath Volunteer Team as an

example of a farmer reinstating a footpath

after cropping and thus providing a clear

direct route for walkers to use. The footpath

forms part of the Three Peaks Walk, a 16.5

mile circular route from Maes Knoll Hill

Fort just south of Bristol, passing through

Pensford, Hunstrete, Clutton, and Chew

Magna before climbing back up to Maes

Knoll. The peaks are Maes Knoll, Knowle

Hill and Blackberry Hill.  

Keith Weller, a volunteer with the

maintenance team said, “It’s wonderful to

have paths reinstated. It makes life easier for

both farmers and walkers to avoid people

wandering around and going where they

shouldn’t be. Walkers can see exactly where

to enter and exit a field and how to walk

across the crop, enjoying nature and causing

the least possible damage to crops.”

Busiest ever festive
season for foodbank

Farmer is honoured
by ramblers’ group

Public Notice
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Service Directory

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Garden Services

Guttering

Health & Fitness

Home

Maintenance

IT & Computers

REPAIRS, NEW AND

USED COMPUTERS OR

ACCESSORIES.   

Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Fencing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Advertising

Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Architectural

Services

Builders
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Service Directory
Logs Plastering Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING

SERVICES.   

For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Windows & Doors

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

To Let

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Wanted

TVs

Motor Services

Oven Cleaning

Venue Hire

Tile Services
Pet Services

Painting

& Decorating
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