
Sixty people attended a public meeting in Hanham last

Wednesday to hear how schools throughout South

Gloucestershire are in crisis.

The meeting was called under the ‘Fair Funding for All

Schools’ banner and was held at AEK-BOCO’s clubhouse. 

Among the audience were parents, teachers and

grandparents, pupils, headteachers, union reps, Labour’s

candidate for Kingswood Nicola Bowden-Jones and other

members of the community.

Steve Kneller, principal at Hanham Woods Academy, and

Tim Ruck, headteacher of St Stephen’s Infant School in

Soundwell, both spoke out about problems that schools

are facing.

Mr Kneller said: “The Government line that there is more

funding in schools is simply not true. It is simply a fallacy.

There are cuts, there is less money available for

headteachers and teachers to use. That is the reality. There

may be more funding coming in but it does not meet the

increased costs of pension contributions, National

Insurance contributions, examination costs, text books,

staff wages, it just doesn’t get anywhere near it, so every

year, year on year, headteachers are having to make really

difficult decisions about what we cut.” 

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
He said there genuinely isn’t much left to cut but that his

school is not “wallowing in self-pity” at the lack of funding

– instead “we roll up our sleeves”. He said he was very

impressed by the “incredible resilience” of the pupils, adding:

“The staff work incredibly hard and I know my primary

colleagues would same exactly the same thing of their

colleagues – they are an absolute credit to the profession in

really difficult circumstances.” 

But he added that it seemed “grossly unfair” that if South

Glos children went two miles down the road to a school in

Bristol, they’d be worth

about £800 a year more.

He said if his school was in

Bristol it would have

around an extra £750,000 a

year.

Mr Kneller urged people to

lobby their MP and also the

leader of South

Gloucestershire Council

Toby Savage about fairer

funding. Mr Kneller said:

“While there are central

Government funding cuts

there is an element of

South Gloucestershire’s

choice in where they

distribute their funding in

this crisis.”

Tim Ruck said: “I decided to speak as it is time for us to stand

up and be counted because enough is enough - we need fair

funding for schools. The Government has continued to

exploit the professionalism and goodwill of the teaching

profession. The goodwill is running out.”

He said he wanted to clarify some facts around school

funding: “Earlier this year the Institute for Fiscal Studies

reported that total school funding in England has actually

risen by around 1% in real terms between 2009 and 2018.

“So Damian Hinds (the Education Secretary) is actually

correct in saying there is more money in schools but the IFS

continue in their report: ‘Pupil numbers in England have

risen by around 10% over the same period’, so that means

effectively there a cut in spending per pupil…since 2010

school budgets in England have fallen by 8% in real terms.

That is factually correct as well.

“The downward trend in real-term school funding nationally

is compounded in South Gloucestershire by the National

Funding Formula…we are officially the worst funded local

authority in the country. That is factually correct as well.”

He said budgets in schools have been “squeezed and

squeezed and squeezed”. “We are now seeing the full impact

of year-on-year cuts to funding in schools. South

Gloucestershire’s SEN (special educational needs) funding

crisis is well known…that is a symptom of the problem,

rather than the cause in South Gloucestershire. Quite simply

the cause of this crisis in funding is that Central Government

is not allocating enough money to schools.”

He said the cracks are starting to show – quite literally – in

local schools. “At least 20 primary schools in South

Gloucestershire have just been categorised as ‘schools in

financial difficulty’. My school is one of them.”

He said he had asked some of his primary school colleagues

for examples of how the cuts were affecting them. Many

headteachers had stated that the loss of teaching assistants

and other members of support staff has had a massive

negative impact within their schools; there is less capacity to

provide much-needed pastoral and learning support for

children, from primary through to secondary, but the level of

need is rising. Lack of funding for maintenance on buildings

in dire need of repair and reduced ability to support the IT

Continued on page 4

‘Enough is enough - we need
fair funding for schools’

Steve Kneller

Tim Ruck



Continued from page 3
infrastructure, meaning computers are

regularly not working in lessons, were other

issues highlighted.

Another speaker was Tara Northen, from the

SEND (special educational needs and

disability) National Crisis Group. South Glos

Council has been consulting on switching

£3m from general funding to special needs

and, as we reported in Issue 552, the

National Association of Head Teachers and

Primary Heads Executive believe the options

being looked at are likely to lead some

schools to breaking point.

A noticeable absence at the meeting was

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore. A seat had

been reserved for him. The meeting’s

organiser Leilah Boyce, who is both a parent

and a teacher in South Glos, said: “I have

contacted repeatedly Chris Skidmore who I

invited this evening. 

I told him it could be whatever day, whatever

venue was suitable for him and he told me

he was not the best person to come, despite

the fact that he is the person who has been

voting for these cuts.”

Mrs Boyce said the campaign is planning a

network of groups of parents from different

schools, working with teachers to highlight

to local MPs what problems schools are

facing.

She told the meeting said: “I know there’s a

problem at Samuel White’s at the moment

with the roof and library…If Chris Skidmore

gets lots of emails about that from parents in

his constituency, he will have to do

something about it.”

See also education row on page 20 

Among the speakers at the

public meeting last

Wednesday was a Year 11

student at Hanham Woods

Academy who shared with

the audience the “negative

effects of funding cuts that

I have noticed over my

senior school life”.

Izzy Hempstead said:

“There has been a

significant decrease in

pastoral support workers.

When I was in Year 7 there

were a team of support staff

but these posts have been cut

with the duties falling on to

heads of house and teaching

staff. It makes it harder to

see someone when I am

feeling down because my

head of house has to deal

with over 200 students and

all of their issues which

leaves me distant from my

work when I have a problem

of my own.

“Admin posts have been cut

throughout South Glos but

these duties still need to be

done and are once again left

to the teaching staff who

already have an exhausting

list of duties.

“Maintenance of the school

seems to be suffering when

allocating funds. I have

noticed that when facilities

are broken, they take a long

time to get fixed which

affects the morale of the

school. Schools tend to have

very outdated technology

and there isn’t money to

replace the slow computers.

This affects our productivity

in lessons as we can’t get as

much done. 

“Lots of water fountains are

broken but aren’t fixed and I

know this is common after

speaking with friends from

other schools. Where am I

supposed to fill up my water

bottle?

“As a student I feel that

teachers work extremely

hard and are pushed above

and beyond what is expected

of them.

“We are the future

generation. Aren’t we worth

investing in?”
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‘Enough is enough –
we need fair funding 

‘We are the
future generation.
Aren’t we worth
investing in?’

The Education Secretary Damian Hinds announced on Sunday that councils will receive

an additional £250m over the next two years on top of the £6bn already provided for

the high needs budget this year, to provide much-needed support for children and young

people with complex SEND.

Families will also benefit from more choice for their child’s education through an extra

£100m investment to create more specialist places in mainstream schools, colleges and

special schools, giving more children and young people access to a good school or

college place that meets their individual needs.

Government announces
extra SEND cash 

Izzy Hempstead
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The media spotlight turned briefly

on Keynsham last week following

MP Jacob Rees-Mogg’s failed

attempt to oust the Prime Minister.

BBC Points West political editor Paul

Baltrop turned up on the High Street on

Thursday with a camera crew to get the

views of local constituents following

Theresa May’s successful defence of a

no confidence motion by Conservative

MPs.

An earlier attempt by Mr Rees-Mogg

and his European Reform Group to

gather support from 48 Tory MPs

appeared to have stalled until the

planned vote on Theresa May’s EU

deal was cancelled at the last minute. 

Although the North East Somerset MP

has been resolute that the original EU

Referendum result must be adhered to,

he seemed to have more difficulty

accepting defeat when Mrs May won

the confidence vote by 200 to 117. His

media statements in the immediate

aftermath did not appear to have gone

down particularly well among the short

selection of vox pop interviews carried

out by BBC Points West on Keynsham

High Street.

MP the subject of
BBC vox pop 

Following the success of last year's Christmas Day meal,

Temple Street Canteen in Keynsham are delighted to

announce the return of the festive ‘pay what you can

afford’ feast. 

After listening to feedback from last year's attendees, the

café has moved the meal from 25th December to the

evening of Friday 4th January at 7pm to avoid clashing

with meals provided by churches and community groups. 

If you would like to sponsor a meal speak to someone at

the counter as contributions will be gratefully received.

‘Pay what you
can afford’ for
festive feast

The Chopfather barber shop at Ellacombe Road,

Longwell Green, is again collecting food to donate to the

oodbank at the Juice Project in Cadbury Heath for local

struggling families. 

This is the 5th year the shop has made this collection.

Donations can be dropped off until 21st December.

Collection
point for food
donations

The BBC’s Paul Baltrop broadcasting from Keynsham
High Street last Thursday



6                                                                                                                                                                                                                     The Week in • Wednesday 19th December 2018



The Week in • Wednesday 19th December 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                    7

www.wellswaymat.com

Leading
the way

The Meadows Primary School
Bath Road, Bitton, Bristol. BS30 6HS
Tel: 0117 932 2203 
Email: enquiries@themeadowsprimaryschool.org.uk

Call us 
now to 
book a 
tour

We are a friendly and inclusive school where 
children are at the heart of everything we do
• Our results improved spectacularly  in 2018

• We offer breakfast, after-school and holiday clubs

• 97% of parents say their child is happy at school

• Places are available in all year groups and for 2019

Unanswered questions remain
over controversial one-way system
As the year draws to a close it seems the

Keynsham one-way system still attracts

headlines and many questions still

unanswered.

Indeed, there are still facts we would like to

have reported in The Week In that we have

been unable to do so because those

responsible within B&NES Council do not

want to answer our questions. 

Having followed the process and reported

the story since well before the ‘trial’

commenced last year, it was only during a

media briefing on future plans for the High

Street public realm last month that we learnt,

in passing, that the trial had been made

permanent.

While initial requests for more information

received no response, we were ultimately

advised by B&NES that the Traffic

Regulation Order had been sealed and

officially advertised in the Western Daily

Press on 12th October. Although the official

notice subsequently appeared on the council

website, The Week In had been contacted by

members of the public who had tried and

failed to see a copy of the order which was

supposed to be available at the Keynsham

One Stop Shop.

We raised this point with Mark Shelford, the

B&NES Cabinet Member responsible for

transport, along with a request for an

explanation of the decision-making process

which led to the trial one-way system being

made permanent. There were also some

potential anomalies on the wording in the

order on which we asked for clarification. 

The first request was sent on 28th November

with a follow-up on 5th December. To date,

Cllr Shelford has not responded, Deputy

leader and Keynsham North councillor

Charles Gerrish acknowledged our requests

and suggested that “a response was being

worked on”, while similar requests to

B&NES Council’s chief highways officer

have also received no reply.

The issue that The Week In has been keen to

clarify is what actually happened between

the council publishing its survey results in

May and the sealing of the traffic regulation

in October. The public consultation exercise

carried out at the beginning of the year

collected responses from 1,600 people. Of

those, only 23% expressed a desire for the

scheme to be made permanent while 39%

wanted it stopped. With 8% expressing no

opinion, the views of the remaining 30%

have proved controversial. According to

B&NES, these people wanted to see the one-

way plan continued “with improvements”

and as such the council is using the 53%

‘support’ figure as the basis for its business

case for £1.5m funding from the West of

England Combined Authority. 

As we reported in Issue 527 (30th May),

when the responses of the 30% are broken

down, the largest single ‘improvement’ was

complete pedestrianisation of the High Street

and the second largest was to allow traffic to

cross from High Street to Temple Street.

Both are fundamentally different to the

scheme approved by the 23% and quite

obviously, neither has been adopted as an

‘improvement’.

When the one-way trial was announced in

2016 the then Cabinet Member for Transport

Anthony Clarke responded to calls for full

pedestrianisation by saying the one-way trial

would be completed before any other options

were considered. 

In March of this year the council announced

that a final decision would be made by the

Cabinet, in consultation with local

councillors and “based on the survey

evidence captured”. Then, in May, when the

results were published, B&NES stated that

the Cabinet members alone would make a

decision during the summer. The issue has

not appeared on any Cabinet agenda nor the

subject of any published single Cabinet

member decision since.

At the time of going to press there was still

no response from B&NES Council.
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LETTERS
Delight as footpath reopens
Dear Becky

The residents of Wick are delighted that the

footpath which runs from the A420, skirts

the Clip factory and continues over a bridge

over the River Boyd has reopened after

almost three years.

We would like to express our thanks to

everyone involved, The Week In for

publishing the problem, Cllr Steve Reade for

fighting the matter and South

Gloucestershire Council for agreeing and

completing the repair.

We would also like to give a special thank

you to Clip for allowing access on their site

for the repair team, machinery and materials.

They must have suffered disruption during

the approximate eight weeks it took to

complete the very impressive repair.

Thanks again to everyone involved. 

Jenny Marsh

£160k salary called into

question
Dear Editor

The top officer at South Gloucestershire

Council Amanda Deeks will be retiring from

her £160,000-a-year role. 

I am writing to ask if taxpayers think the top

officer is worthy of earning this obscene

amount of money? Is this another case of fat

cat bureaucracy?

Milly & Dudley

Kingswood

Hanham needs better

transport links
Dear Editor

Re your article in Issue 551 about the Metro

Mayor and his strategy for the train and bus

network in and around Bristol, it seems that,

as always, the focus is on Bristol and the

larger towns surrounding it and not the

bigger picture. 

Towns like Hanham seem to be left behind

in these plans, where local residents struggle

to get to Kingswood and a bigger shopping

network. With only one bus (No 17) running

between the two and only departing on an

hourly basis, it  isn’t good enough. 

This causes a huge issue as local residents

then have to use their own vehicles, causing

even more congestion in and around

Hanham on its already busy High Street. The

need for better public transport is also going

to increase due the new builds that seem to

be popping up everywhere. 

We need to know now what the Metro

Mayor plans to do regarding this; if he waits

any longer we will just be playing catch-up

as always and will just see an increase of

vehicles on the road, with people forced to

use their own, pay for expensive taxis or use

community service buses like Kingswood

Community Transport. Although the last

option isn’t a bad thing, should people really

have to pre-book community transport when

there should just be a good local service

running? And with his comments regarding

the fact it doesn't matter how new transport

is powered seems incredibly irresponsible

when we are facing such huge environmental

issues at the moment. If we don’t start

thinking about these things now, when will

it all change and will we have a planet to

even live on? We would love to see better

transport links in Hanham so the residents

can get to Kingswood more freely, and with

this more people would visit Hanham High

Street and bring much-needed footfall. 

Jack Cox

South Gloucestershire Green Party

Global impact of bottled

water
Dear Stephen

This morning I was amazed while standing

in a queue behind six workmen at my local

Sainsbury's in Keynsham to see that they

each bought bottled water. 

I simply cannot understand why so many

people feel the necessity to buy water, not

only is it a waste of money but I wonder how

many millions or even billions of plastic

bottles there are to be disposed of each

year.

I only buy bottled water when obliged to at

airports and I recently discovered that there

is a rather discreetly hidden water fountain

at Bristol Airport so I shall now have to buy

even fewer bottles each year. We so called

‘baby boomers’ are, I believe, more careful

with our money and environmentally

conscious too. 

Hazel Powe 

Why not rethink A4 bus

timetable?
Dear Sir

I see Martin Curtis is yet again wanting to

stop the A4 bus coming to Keynsham. He

said it’s difficult to keep to a timetable.

Maybe he should look at the timetable and

give more time for the bus to go from Bath

to the airport.  

He is making excuses that airport passengers

do not realise that they should give

themselves enough time to get to the airport.

Even his staff are aware that he does not like

Keynsham.  

How many times has he tried not to go to

Keynsham? He has made it clear that OAP

passes are not worth it to him. He moans that

the traffic lights and roundabout in

Keynsham affect his buses. 

What about all the traffic lights and

roundabouts the bus has to negotiate to get

out of Bath?

Name & address supplied

Councillors, start listening

to the public
Dear Editor

For many months now we have had many

consultations on proposed parking

restrictions around Oldland Common and

North Common from South Glos Council. 

Lots of people complain that the council

never listens to the public’s views and this is

a perfect example. People who live in the

area and experience the parking chaos came

up with sensible ideas of how to make it

better for the residents who have to put up

with the inconsiderate parking outside their

homes living by shops and schools. 

Nearly every one was rejected by the council

due to “costs” but would have made the area

so much better. What amazes me is they

won’t paint yellow lines 20ft longer to solve

a problem as it would have to go back to

planning for next year’s budget, but they can

paint double yellow lines around junctions

that no one parks on unless you are

completely stupid. 

The new restrictions will never be enforced

so a complete waste of time. Maybe the

council could follow other councils in the

country and install rising bollards in roads

blighted by the school run traffic and

encourage walking to school as much of us

older generation had to do.

It’s time councillors listen to the public who

live with the problem every day instead of

living in a glass bubble believing they are

always correct. 

Nick Gould

Oldland

Singing their praises
Dear Stephen

The majority of letters that are sent to your

paper are usually of people complaining –

I’ve even been known to have a moan

myself! So in the spirit of Christmas here are

congratulations in no particular order to three

different organisations. 
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LETTERS
First to B&NES Council, which, as a result

of the new changes introduced last year, has

increased its recycling by nearly 20% and the

amount going to landfill decreased by 30%,

as it aims to be the first local authority in the

country to achieve zero waste. It’s up to us

all to co-operate and see if this can be

achieved. 

Secondly, well done to Avon Valley

Adventure & Wildlife Park for imposing a

charge of 25 pence on every disposable

drinking cup used at its on-site cafe, which

will help towards reducing the 2.5 billion

cups that end up in landfill each year in the

UK. No doubt the park will send the cash

that it does collect from those non-compliant

folk to a worthwhile charity! 

Finally, well done to our town council as it

sets out to make Keynsham a single use

plastic-free town. 

As we all have a part to play, we can make a

New Year resolution to turn our backs on

single use plastic wherever possible. How

about starting by not buying bottled water

and saving money as well by drinking our

first class tap water. Whilst I am in my mid-

70s, I have a grand-daughter who is 11 and I

would like to leave her a planet that,

environmentally wise, is in a better state than

it is at present.

A happy plastic-free Christmas to you and

your readers.

Mike Barrow

While our Letters section is rightly an outlet
to express dissatisfaction or frustration, we
are pleased that it is also used by many to
praise and say thank you for acts of kindness
carried out in our area - Ed

Ransacked charity

donations create mess 
Dear Editor

I would like to ask the well-meaning people

who leave things outside the charity shops in

Kingswood, when they are closed, to please

refrain from doing so. 

Certain anti-social people rummage through

the donated bags, take what they want and

leave what's left strewn across the shop front.

Worse still, these items are often taken to

nearby side streets and lanes, rummaged

through, and dumped. 

The picture taken is of the lane opposite

Kingswood Autoparts. 

M Bridges

Kingswood

Keep your cat safe this

Christmas
Dear Editor

The festive season can be fun for us all, but

offers plenty of new sights, smells and

sounds for our feline friends. 

At Cats Protection we are keen to help cat

owners reduce any potential hazards this

Christmas, keeping their pets safe and the

tree intact. 

Nine top tips to decorating the tree are: 

• Keep an eye on the Christmas tree. Cats

like to be the star of the show, so some may

be tempted to climb to the top. 

•  Display any hanging decorations closer to

the top of the tree, out of the way of

mischievous paws. 

•  Ensure your Christmas tree has a sturdy

base or secure it with weights to stop it from

toppling over. 

•  Real Christmas trees can produce some

oils that are toxic to cats. Make sure you pick

up any fallen needles to prevent them from

ingesting any parts of it and to protect their

paws.

• Avoid using glass baubles or any decoration

that may break easily. 

• Always switch off the Christmas lights at

the mains when you are not around. 

• Be careful with tinsel – if cats eat it, it can

cause serious harm. 

• Don’t place any presents for your cat under

the tree, especially if they contain catnip – it

will just entice them further. 

• If your cat is particularly playful, make sure

they are supervised when near the tree.

The Christmas period can be a stressful time

for cats, especially those who are particularly

nervous. We advise making sure they have a

safe place to hide, as a house filled with

unusual smells and sounds, with lots of

unfamiliar people visiting, can be very

daunting. 

We also advise owners to be aware of

poisonous plants, such as poinsettias and

lilies, and foods, such as chocolate and

raisins. You may be tempted to give your cat

a treat but even small amounts of certain

foods can be toxic to cats.

Contact your vet immediately if you are

worried your cat might have eaten something

toxic. If registered with a local practice,

people will be able to make an appointment

over the Christmas period, as all practices

must have an emergency service available. 

Alison Richards

Cats Protection’s Central Veterinary

Officer

‘Chocolate Dinosaurs’

supporting hospice
Dear Becky

On Monday 4th December Mike Burt and I

(The Chocolate Dinosaurs - two former

employees of the Cadbury factory at

Somerdale) went to the Children's Hospice

South West at Wraxall to meet Amanda

Gallagher, the corporate partnerships

fundraiser for the hospice.  

We were able to give them a cheque for £635

which was the total raised by donations

received from our talks in 2018.  

The hospice will be our chosen charity for

2019 and again all monies raised by our talks

will be donated to this brilliant charity.  

We do talks to local friendship groups,

church groups, ladies’ clubs, WIs, Rotary,

care homes, Cubs and Guides and junior

schools - in fact anyone who wants an

entertaining talk with films about chocolate

and of course tastings! 

Our main talk is called ‘From Mayans to

Min Eggs’ but we can also cover Bristol's

wider chocolate history, including Packers at

Greenbank, and can tailor talks/film shows

to suit each audience. The talks normally last

one hour but again timings can be tailored to

suit.  

If you are interested in having a talk by The

Chocolate Dinosaurs, please give me a ring

on 07980 817684 or email

hughevans@sky.com 

Hugh Evans

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest.   We aim to produce

a balanced and accurate view of local news

and welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try

to keep letters under 300 words and supply

your full name and address for reasons of

authentication.  Only the name and district

where you live will be reproduced.

Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive at
our offices no later than 9.00am on
the Monday
of each week. 
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk
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LETTERS
The moral dilemma posed

by Jacob Rees-Mogg
Dear Stephen

On the latest Rees-Mogg debacle, the

obvious points pertain, not least the Captain

Mainwaring joke of Jacob, in defeat, leading

his merry ERGs into a guerrilla war on the

elected leader of the Conservative Party.  

However, for me, a (disagreeable) member

of his constituency party, his extreme

behaviour poses a real moral dilemma. This

would become deeply problematic when the

General Election comes up. His extreme

behaviour has brought the (my)

Conservative Party to the brink of self-

destruction. His machinations have left it no

longer a broad church in which a wide range

of opinion can meet and discuss and

formulate a more or less coherent platform

upon which to stand and work together to

persuade the country at large to entrust it to

form a sensible government.

The precedent Jacob has so gruelly set is of

back-stabbing our elected leadership time

and time again. It seems that not only is petty

‘gruelty’ in order, but the outright stab in the

back. This latest while our elected leader is

actually out of the country, endeavouring to

find a solution to the insoluble mess he and

his Brexitears have produced.

However, it is obvious that he and his

Brexitears have never had any intention but

to crash out of the EU riding on the back of

a Tory government led by donkeys humped

into place by our very best friend Donald

Trump. Its principal donkey, dyed hair to the

fore, shambling laissez-faire from pillar to

post, leading the way to big profits for some,

not least those clever gamblers riding the

currency switchback.

Regrettably in Jeremy Corbyn the Labour

Party has provided an open door through

which the Rees-Mogg extreme right wing

can blunder through. This blundering is

enabled by the deliberate severing of the

moderating influence of the EU. There is, or

was, great potential for EU reform by British

good sense and responsible leadership.  But

no, Jacob’s childish reaction to EU problems

is to cut and run, a child in a tantrum

throwing his toys out of the pram. Unable to

face up to the obvious duty to undertake the

hard work of changing the EU for the better.

The moral dilemma for me, and perhaps

many Conservative Party members, is how

to grapple with the loyalty question in the

next General Election?  At present it seems

perfectly OK to follow the Rees-Mogg lead

and take it that it is acceptable to campaign

against him and his views. He has set a

problematic precedent in campaigning so

viciously against the elected leaders of our

Party, not mere ‘gruelty’ but outright back-

stabbing.

Terry Edwards

Keynsham Member of North East

Somerset Conservatives

Politicians can be so

inconsistent
Dear Sir

Jacob Rees-Mogg thinks that the 52%-48%

in the Brexit referendum is a sufficiently

large majority that it justifies the hardest of

hard Brexits without taking into account the

views of the very large minority who voted

the other way. 

But regarding the motion of no confidence

in Theresa May, he thinks that the 63%- 37%

result is so close that May should resign. 

How has the UK reached a situation where

politicians can be so inconsistent and get

away with it?

Edmund Cannon

Longwell Green Walking Group finished another

successful year with a delicious Christmas lunch at Avon

Valley Railway at Bitton. 

The group meet fortnightly on week days and usually

walk about four miles in a wide range of locations, both

country and town. 

If you enjoy walking at a leisurely pace and would like

to join the relaxed and friendly group they will be

pleased to welcome you. 

The 2019 programme will begin with a local walk on

Wednesday 2nd January. Meet at 10am outside the

United Church in Longwell Green.  

For further details call Joan on 0117 9324104 or Josie on

0117 9324608.

The Bristol branch of the

Huntington's Disease Association

(HDA) held their annual Christmas

lunch at the BAWA Club in Filton on

1st December and were visited by

Father Christmas and his pixies who

brought gifts for all the children

attending the event.

Carol Dutton, a specialist Huntington’s

Disease adviser, joined the 50-plus

guests for the lunch. 

Heather Thomas, chair of the Bristol

branch, together with Fay and Greg

March and Lesley Dufty held the

annual Christmas draw.  Local

businesses had donated numerous

items including spa days, meals out,

gym membership and activity days, as

well as prizes donated by local

members and families and friends.

Thanks were extended to Aztec West

Hotel, the Bird in Hand in Saltford, The

New Inn at Keynsham, Active Centres

South Gloucestershire, Mendip

Activity Centre and many more.

£400 was raised through the draw

which will be used to support families

with HD and research into the disease.

The chair took the opportunity to thank

Debbie Nicholl, branch treasurer for a

number of years, and who with Heather

would be standing down at the AGM in

April.  

Anyone interested in standing for

committee, in particular treasurer, is

asked to contact committee members

after Christmas.

Heather thanked everyone for coming

and looked forward to meeting up with

them in the new year.

Huntington’s disease is an illness

caused by a faulty gene and affects the

body’s nervous system. It can cause

changes with movement, learning,

thinking and emotions. Find out more

at https://www.hdabristol.org.uk/

Take the new year
in your stride

Fun and fundraising
at charity’s Christmas
get-together in Filton
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Grants from Asda at Longwell Green have

paid for Christmas lunches for the elderly

in St George and Hanham.

Both Summerhill Methodist Church Lunch

Club and Hanham Methodist Church’s

Friendly Table Club received local impact

funding from the store to provide free

Christmas lunches as part of bringing people

together at Christmas. 

Susan Grant, who is the Community

Champion at Asda in Longwell Green,

regularly helps out at the Summerhill club.

The group received £165 for their Christmas

lunch at which they had a pianist, sang carols

and had a visit from Santa.

Susan also went along to help at the lunch

club at Hanham Methodist Church which

received a £500 grant. More than 60 people

attended and they enjoyed a three-course

turkey dinner. There was a raffle and

Christmas carols with the Rev David Willis

and the Rev Chris Spencer.

Asda grants
bring festive
cheer to
lunch clubs 

A vehicle and the front door of a house in Hurn Lane, Keynsham, were sprayed with paint

between 5pm on Friday 7th December and 9am on Saturday 8th. 

Contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 if you have any

information about this crime.

Vandals attack vehicle and house

The popular hardware shop in Oldland

Common changed hands last week after 31

years.

The Pearce family have sold HRD Hardware

as a going concern. The new owners are

Janette and James Clarke.

The store in Westcourt Drive has been a

hardware business since the rank of shops

was built in 1959. Henry Pearce and his sons

Robert and David took it over in 1987 and

the name HRD is taken from their three

initials.

Henry died in 2002 and the brothers have

continued to run the shop, mainly David but

plumber Robert helping on his days off and

at weekends.

Sue and Robert’s daughters Clare and Katie

also helped out in the shop when they were

growing up.

The shop is an Aladdin’s Cave, stocked

floor to ceiling with a huge variety of

sundries. Pet food, lamps, batteries,

compost, kitchenware and decorating

materials are among the most sought-after

goods, and rather than having to buy packs

of items like screws in a big DIY store,

customers at HRD Hardware are able to buy

them individually.

The Pearces say they have very happy

memories of their time running the shop.

They thank all their customers, many of

whom have become friends over the years,

and hope they will continue to support the

new owners, whom they wish all the best. 

Hardware shop changes
hands after three decades

End of an era: From left, David, Sue & Robert Pearce

Hanham Methodist Church

Summerhill Methodist Church  
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An appeal set up at the weekend to help the family who

run the shop in Bitton after it was targeted by robbers

has already raised more than £2,400.

The Premier Express in the High Street is run by popular

couple Kandeepan and Shyamala Ambigaipakan. Last

Thursday at about 5.45pm three men, who the couple say had

been in the shop on two previous occasions during the day,

came back wearing masks and one of them restrained

Shyamala. 

The others raided the till and stole alcohol and cigarettes

from the shelves, as well as a mobile phone. The haul ran

into several thousands of pounds. All three then made off in

a black car. 

Police attended immediately. Shyamala was uninjured but

shocked and distressed. Later that evening officers stopped

a vehicle in St Werburghs and seized alcohol, cash and

cigarettes. A man in in his 20s was arrested on suspicion of

robbery and later released under investigation. 

Kandy and Shyamala have building insurance but are not

covered for contents. With people from Bitton and

neighbouring villages keen to show their support for the

couple, a Go Fund Me page was set up at the weekend by

local resident Sally Oliver.

She said: “These lovely people who work so hard from 6am

to 9pm every day to provide us with everything we need do

not deserve this misfortune at this time of year. Kandy and

Shyamala are originally from Sri Lanka and having recently

visited the country myself, I was taken aback by how

welcoming and friendly every Sri Lankan we met was and

how nothing was too much trouble for them. It would be

great to reciprocate this back here and show support for this

hardworking family.”

So far more than 90 people have donated over £2,700,

smashing the £1,000 target. It includes an anonymous

donation of £500.

In a letter to the community, Kandy said: “Thank you all for

helping us after this robbery. You all gave information to the

police bravely and have been helping us in the shop. I am

absolutely grateful and happy because of this. Thank you for

all the bouquets, cards and the many other gifts. Thank you,

all this work and money that you have given is enough for

us to continue working in the shop successfully.

“You have been a great help and an amazing and courageous

community by helping us a lot after this incident. Sally

Oliver, a heartfelt thank you for all that you’ve done.”

The fundraising page can be found at

https://www.gofundme.com/kandy-and-shamila-in-bitton

Meanwhile police say their inquiries are continuing and

anyone with information which could help is asked to call

101 quoting crime reference number 5218275783.

Alternatively contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

‘Amazing’ community supports
shopkeepers after robbery
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An investigation is under way to

establish the cause of a fire which

destroyed a large part of an

industrial unit in Netham Road,

Redfield at the weekend.

Several nearby premises were

evacuated as a precautionary measure

including 23 residents from sheltered

accommodation who were taken to a

nearby care home.  

Police and the fire service were called

out shortly before 3am on Saturday.

Because of the nature and the size of

the fire 10 fire engines and two

turntable ladders attended. Crews used

breathing apparatus and firefighting

jets to bring the fire under control.

There were no reports of any injuries.

On Sunday the police said that

investigators would now be working to

determine how the fire started but this

could take some time as a structural

engineer had inspected the building

and said it is at risk of collapse.

DI Simon Dewfall said: “A number of

businesses operate out of the building

and the impact this will have on them

is not lost on us.

“Together with our fire service

colleagues we’re working hard to

understand what happened but

unfortunately the building needs to be

made safe before it can be forensically

examined and searched, so this could

take a while.

“We appreciate the disruption this may

cause to business owners and I’m

grateful for the understanding and

patience they’ve shown so far.

“We’re keeping an open mind about

the cause of the fire while we

investigate and would like to hear from

anyone who was in the area at the time

fire started to contact us.”

If you can help, call 101 and quote

reference number 5218276952. You

can also contact the independent

charity Crimestoppers anonymously on

0800 555 111 or via their anonymous

online form.

Investigation under way
following large fire in Redfield

www.facebook.com/crystalclearbristol

Aluminium, Timber, PVCu Windows & Doors

Visit our showroom 24 Emery Road, Brislington, Bristol BS4 5PF

To 昀nd out more, call 0117 911 0472 or visit www.crystalclearbristol.co.uk
Bristol’s Largest 

Indoor Windows and 
Doors Showroom

Serving Bristol 
over 3 Decades

EST 1999

the difference is . . .
CRYSTAL CLEAR BRISTOL

from the  
Crystal Clear Team
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The Friends of Troopers Hill have secured

funding of more than £60,000 to improve

access to the popular Local Nature

Reserve, Troopers Hill in St George.

When the work is completed next summer,

visitors to the reserve crossing Troopers Hill

Field from Summerhill Terrace and the new

play area will be able to use a new path and

those accessing from Malvern Road will find

the existing rough track has been resurfaced.

These improvements will particularly benefit

those in wheelchairs and parents and carers

with young children in buggies. Access from

the play area is particularly difficult in the

winter because the field becomes

waterlogged and muddy at times. 

Both Troopers Hill Field and the Local

Nature Reserve are owned by Bristol City

Council. The Friends have worked closely

with Bristol Parks in putting together the

design of this project. The construction work

will be managed by Bristol Parks

Landscapes team and will be carried out

during the summer when it will cause less

damage to the surface of the field. 

The improvements will be carried out thanks

to grants from Enovert Community Trust

(ECT) and Ibstock Enovert Trust (IET), both

funded through the Landfill Communities

Fund (LCF).  

The allocation of Community Infrastructure

Levy funding by local councillors in the

Area Committee in September provided

the match funding that allowed

Friends of Troopers Hill to apply for these

grants.

Funding
approved for
improved access
to Troopers Hill
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Crossman Homes has signed off on a

deal with Yarlington Housing Group

to re-develop the Speedwell

Swimming Baths site in Whitefield

Road, creating 31 new affordable

homes for local people.

The pool was built in 1937 and closed

down in 2005 when it was deemed

surplus to requirements by Bristol City

Council. Very little of the original

interior exists with only the metal roof

structure remaining. Representatives of

Historic Pools of Britain agree that the

conservation and repair of the existing

baths is “wholly unrealistic”.

Brad Hughes from Crossman Homes

said: “We are delighted to be leading

this exciting development which will

provide much-needed social housing

for the area. The site has been vacant

since 2005 and has become a dangerous

eyesore, attracting anti-social

behaviour which has been a real

concern to the local community.”

Since 2005 two plans to

redevelop the site for residential

have not gone ahead for financial

reasons. Crossman Homes will

now build a mixture of one and

two- bedroom apartments on the

site, with work expected to start

in early 2019.

Wyn Bevan, Yarlington Housing

Group’s head of development, said:

“We are delighted to be working with

Crossman Homes and to have received

grant funding from Bristol City Council

to build 31 affordable homes. As

disused, existing developed land we are

able to deliver much-needed homes and

help solve the city’s housing need

without putting pressure on an

expanding city.” 

Working closely with Angus Meek

Architects and Bristol City Council’s

design & planning team, the new five-

storey development has been

thoughtfully designed to enhance the

area, reflecting the style and shape of

the existing building in a contemporary

way.

Affordable housing
scheme for former
swimming baths

There was a major police presence at a bungalow on Bath

Road in Longwell Green at the weekend and on Monday

as the “unexplained” death of a man in his 50s was

investigated.

As we went to print we learned that a 68-year-old man,

arrested on suspicion of manslaughter, had been released

under investigation.

Suspicious death

The woman who died after she leaned out of a train

window near Keynsham has been named as Bethan

Roper, who was returning to her home in Penarth in

South Wales from a day out at the Bath Christmas

Market with friends.

The 28-year-old suffered a fatal blow to the head on 1st

December. She worked for the Welsh Refugee Council.

Train tragedy
woman named



The Conservative leader of South Gloucestershire

Council has called into question the way the recent

‘School’ documentary was edited - suggesting that “to

take this TV series completely at face value is naïve”.

The six-part series was filmed over a year in three South Glos

secondary schools, including Mangotsfield, and has raised a

national debate about the stresses that state schools are

facing. 

In a written question to last Wednesday’s full council

meeting, the Labour Group’s education spokesperson Cllr

Gareth Manson asked council leader Cllr Toby Savage for

his response to public concern about the “painful financial

decisions” schools are having to make.

In a statement Cllr Savage responded: “I have watched the

School programme and, as a former pupil of one of the

featured schools, have been concerned by the issues raised. 

“Funding is a significant challenge for schools in South

Gloucestershire and the programme demonstrates this, but to

take this TV series completely at face value is naïve. When

a production company has hundreds of hours of footage from

across three schools, they are always likely to focus on the

most controversial and provocative aspects that will earn

them the most ratings. 

“The council has done a great deal to work with our MPs to

press for fairer funding for South Gloucestershire schools;

over the past year our campaign has resulted in three separate

meetings with various ministers, including the Secretary of

State.” 

Cllr Savage added that the implementation of the new

National Funding Formula was a “welcome step in the right

direction” which has resulted in an additional £8m funding

for South Gloucestershire schools by the end of 2019/20, but

the council recognises that this is still far from what it would

call fair funding. 

“We continue to be an active member of the F40 group of

campaigning local authorities and in conjunction with them

will continue pressing for change.”

Labour councillor Ian Boulton, who represents Staple Hill,

where many young people attend Mangotsfield School, said:

“Parents, students and staff who have first-hand experience

of our schools and the financial pressures they face regularly

talk to me about their concerns. 

“Conversations I have had, and messages that have been sent

to me, about the School series, confirm that the programmes

have sensitively and accurately reflected the experiences of

too many stakeholders within our local education

system. 

“I think it inaccurate and rude to dismiss my

residents and our school staff as ‘naïve’, and it

betrays a rather complacent attitude to very real

problems.” 

Opposition councillors tried to get the council to

adopt a Lib Dem motion to back the 58 headteachers

who recently published a report outlining the impact

of school underfunding, and to instruct the council

to lobby for urgent additional funding. 

However, the Conservatives re-worded the

statement, including pointing out that 58 out of 114

heads had complained, commending the council’s

initiatives and praising their own diligence. 

Labour councillors said they had abstained on the

reworded motion as although it backed the

headteachers, they couldn’t support the “Tory spin”. 

Cllr Manson said: “Instead of focusing on the crisis,

and parents’ and teachers’ concerns, the

Conservative administration has instead chosen to

pat itself on the back. Their supposed diligent

campaigning is clearly failing, as South

Gloucestershire remains bottom of their

Government’s funding table. 

“What we need is concerted action, not self-

congratulation.”

Lib Dem education spokesperson Cllr Ian Blair said:

“Rather than accept our motion calling for more

action, he (Cllr Savage) watered it down and made

self-congratulatory comments about the amount of

money the Conservatives have spent on school

buildings and his reintroduction of an education

awards ceremony. He doesn’t seem to get it. Our schools are

at breaking point. Two out of three of our primary schools

have had to cut classroom assistants due to budget cuts. Half

have had to cut teaching hours. This is not the time for Cllr

Savage to pat himself on the back. He and our three

Conservative MPs need to increase the pressure on the

Government for urgent extra funding.”

William Roberts, chief executive of the Castle School

Education Trust, (CSET) whose schools were featured in the

BBC2 documentary, took to social media in the wake of the

row, saying Cllr Savage has always been very supportive of

both CSET and indeed all South Glos schools and has been

lobbying hard behind the scenes for more education funding,

adding: “Hope people will understand his remarks in that

context.”
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Row as council leader says
‘School’ TV series went for ratings

As part of Cadbury Heath Primary

School’s mission to instil an

appreciation and love of books in its

pupils, a ‘Chatterbooks’ club has

been launched to enable children to

share their love of books and authors.

The school is also seeking to link up

with the wider community and

looking to arrange reading sessions

with local pre-schools and elderly

residential homes with the aim of

pupils gaining a more holistic

appreciation of the local community

in which they live.

School encourages readers for life

Toby Savage

Pupils wearing author David Walliams masks!



A review into the way South Gloucestershire Council

deals with travellers and gypsies has published its

findings. It calls for “urgency and prominence” to be

given to identifying and delivering land that might be

suitable for temporary stopping places.

Boyd Valley ward councillor Steve Reade called on the

council’s Scrutiny Commission to carry out the policy

review, saying the current approach had failed to deal quickly

with incursions, trespass and damage in recent years,

including in the Siston area. 

Historically, the council has experienced high volumes of

seasonal unauthorised encampments across the district by

gypsies and travellers from the UK, Ireland and the

Continent. 

The review was set in motion at the end of last year and a

cross-party group of councillors, chaired by Cllr Reade, has

now published its report.

It says that although the council’s current policy is

satisfactory, its accessibility and communication need

improvement as it lacks a “clear and measurable protocol”

for dealing with unauthorised encampments.

And it says evidence suggests that properly resourced and

managed ‘negotiated stopping places’ could deter some

unauthorised camping.

The council runs two authorised permanent sites, in

Winterbourne and at Patchway, which are oversubscribed.

There are no transit or emergency sites in the district and no

officially approved land or negotiated/temporary stopping

places on which gypsies and travellers are permitted to stop.

Any encampment on public or private land, without a

landowner’s consent is therefore unlawful.

The group found “a broad unwillingness” of any responding

parish council in South Glos to consider the availability of

any land for temporary stopping places. The group was

disappointed by the lack of any engagement at all from

almost 30 of the 46 councils contacted. The group felt this

was not helpful or constructive and “reflected attitudes that

contribute to many of the unhelpful perceptions about the

gypsy and traveller community”.

The council’s Cabinet welcomed the findings of the cross-

party group. It was agreed that the new protocol will be

displayed clearly on a reviewed and downloadable web page

with particular emphasis on communication.

And the council’s Director of Planning, Transportation &

Strategic Environment has been asked to evaluate transit and

temporary stopping places, with particular emphasis on their

delivery through the South Gloucestershire Local Plan, and

to report back within six months with his conclusions.
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Linden Homes, who are building the Bitton Mill

development, will be collecting after Christmas for the

East Bristol Foodbank.

Non-perishable food items with a ‘best before’ date

clearly on display can be dropped off at the sales and

marketing suite on Bath Road between 27th December

and 6th January.

Foodbank collection point

‘Temporary stopping places
needed for gypsies and travellers’

Travellers on Siston Common in 2017



The festive season is here and I am sure that like me, you

are thinking about what to buy for your loved ones. I am

frequently visiting different parts of the region to meet

with residents, businesses and councillors and I enjoy

browsing our many high streets for present ideas,

especially for family and friends who are particularly

tricky to buy for. 

However, we all know that times are tough for our high

streets as online shopping becomes increasingly popular and

the temptation to click rather than wander can be all too

tempting.

I am always disappointed to see empty shops because it’s a

missed opportunity and doesn’t encourage us away from the

ease of the internet. I have long thought that our high streets

need a boost and we’re giving them a Christmas present by

investing up to £10 million pounds on a pilot project called

Love our High Streets.

I’m really excited about this project because it gives

businesses and communities the chance to work with our

councils to explore how they can secure the funding,

specialist expertise and the right support to revive their town

centres. We need to recognise that it isn’t always possible to

compete with the click of a mouse and the future of our high

streets isn’t just about shops, it’s about our businesses,

community activities, services and homes. The pilot areas in

our Love our High Streets projects stretch across the West of

England, recognising the opportunities and challenges across

our region. 

Kingswood is home to one of the pilots and I am working

with Cllr Toby Savage, the Leader of South Gloucestershire

Council to regenerate the high street. Plans include creating

a new community hub to offer digital training and equipment

for the community and work to transform the derelict

Whitfield Tabernacle.

Meanwhile, in Bath & North East Somerset, the Leader of

the council, Cllr Tim Warren is sprinkling festive cheer across

3 different areas. The north of Bath city centre and Twerton

High Street will get a boost to encourage more visitors. Cllr

Paul Myers, an early champion of this project is working on

ambitious and exciting plans to reinvent Midsomer Norton.

The Mayor of Bristol, Marvin Rees, chose Bedminster to

pilot his plans which include the development of currently

underused or vacant units in East Street, Bedminster Parade,

Cannon Street and part of North Street, focusing on new

types of use to the area to diversify the high street. 

This investment in our communities is only possible because

we have come together as a region to create the West of

England Combined Authority. Last year, I was elected as the

first Regional Mayor and we’ve already seen over £180

million coming to the region because our councils recognised

the need to work together, across council boundaries, to

ensure our region is fit for the future.

And it’s working! Greg Clark, the Secretary of State for

Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy chose our region to

mark a year since the launch of the Industrial Strategy, which

will help shape our nation’s future after Brexit. He announced

£15 million of funding for the growing aerospace sector in

the region and I spoke to him about our Local Industrial

Strategy which gives us a seat at the table of this key national

conversation. We also received £23 million in the most recent

budget for our plans to improve transport and £1.3 million

for our creative industries. 

The government is only getting its chequebook out because

we embraced devolution and I’m really looking forward to

what 2019 will bring. May I take this opportunity to wish

you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

A Reindeer Trail is running in Page Park in Staple Hill until

3rd January.

Pick up trail clues from the Bean Tree Café in the park

between 9am and 5pm. The cost to take part is 50p and

there is a chocolate treat at the end. All proceeds from the

trail will go to the Friends of Page Park.
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Public Notice

Public Notice
Situations

Vacant

A Christmas concert by community choir Nomine at St

Mary’s Church in Bitton on 1st December raised £516

for the Children’s Hospice South West.

Meanwhile the Gilbert & Sullivan Concert held at St

Mary’s last month raised £448.50 for church funds.

Church concerts
raise almost £1,000

Seasonal fun in the park

Seeing the benefits of devolution
West of England Mayor Tim Bowles writes his first column for The Week In

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

From left, Dr John Bradford, of High Tech Bristol and
Bath, Tim Bowles & Toby Savage 
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Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green

gave their charity of the year

Alzheimer’s Research UK an

extra Christmas boost. 

The charity came to the store for

three days to raise awareness and

sell second-hand books for the

cause and raised more than £300. 

Pictured are Tracy Cannard from

the store and Alzheimer’s

Research fundraising officer

James Warren.

A host of heavenly angels have been

appearing around Hanham.

The Rev Peter Cook from Hanham Baptist

Church says the area has been “angel

bombed” by local churches. 

“Over the last few weeks Hanham Methodist

Church, Christ Church, the URC Tabernacle

and Hanham Baptist Church have been alive

to the sound of clicking needles as hundreds

of angels have been knitted. 

“Angels were the messengers of the

Christmas story telling everyone that Jesus

was coming into the world as God’s gift to

save us.”

He says the angels have been appearing on

lamp-posts, fences “and anything that stands

still for too long”. 

“If you find one feel free to take it home but

why not take a photo and put it on social

media with the #hanhamangels so everyone

can see them.”

The Rev Cook adds that the unofficial record

for knitting an angel is 20 minutes.

Charity raises funds
and awareness of
Alzheimer’s at store

Hundreds of knitted
angels spread
Christmas cheer

The 148th Bristol (1st Stockwood Scouts) have thanked the customers, staff and

management at The Concorde pub in Stockwood Lane for raising £450 for them.

The money was the result of a fundraising family fun day held over the summer.

The Scouts say the generous donation will provide additional equipment to support the

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts of Stockwood.

Donation to Stockwood Scouts
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Cleve Rugby Club have abandoned plans to host the

South West Dance Festival for a third year because of the

disruption it caused within the Mangotsfield and

Emersons Green community.

It follows complaints in the wake of this year’s festival in

August which prompted a petition signed by 150 people

calling for the club’s licence to be reviewed and restricted.

The dance festival at their Cossham Street ground was

attended by around 3,000 people.

The petition said residents were regularly disturbed by the

anti-social behaviour, excessive music levels by outdoor

events, inconsiderate parking and disturbance when leaving

events late at night.

Five letters of complaints were sent to the town council after

the festival, while South Gloucestershire Council, which is

the licensing authority, received eight complaints. 

Complaints highlighted by residents who went along to

Emerson Green Town Council in September, which we

reported in Issue 543, included:

• People queuing up to urinate outside their homes

• Taxis parked on residents’ driveways

• The local road system grinding to a halt

• No noticeable security outside the venue

• Drug dealing outside their homes

• Bass so loud that houses vibrated

• Rubbish strewn everywhere the next

day.

In a statement last week Cleve RFC

Executive Committee announced that:

“After careful thought and consultation

with local residents, community groups,

local authorities and club members,

Cleve RFC has decided not to host the

South West Dance Festival in 2019. 

“This decision has been made primarily

due to the disruption the festival caused

within the community. This community

is one that Cleve RFC plays an integral

part within and wishes to be a prominent

and valued member going forward.

“Cleve RFC is a community sports

facility, but also a business and one that has seen a decline in

members and an increase in costs in recent years. It is

therefore imperative that we hold events to raise funds to

support the club. 

“In place of the South West Dance Festival, we now plan to

revert back to the Cider Festival model that proved very

popular in previous years and caused no disruption to local

residents. 

“We are also looking into a music event for a completely

different demographic and music genre and plan to make

announcements in the very near future. 

“We welcome feedback from the community and will be

happy to discuss our future plans in person with anyone that

wishes to get in contact.”

Rugby club abandon repeat
dance festival after controversy
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People are being encouraged to run the 2019 Bath Half

in aid of Great Western Air Ambulance Charity.

GWAAC provides the critical care and air ambulance service

to 2.1 million people across Bath and North East Somerset,

Bristol, South Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire and North

Somerset. The charity has a number of places available for

the race, which takes place in March. 

As a part of Team GWAAC, runners will be joining people

like Kirsty Uphill from Keynsham. Kirsty only started

running in November 2017 but has clocked up an impressive

500 miles in the year to date, building up to her first half

marathon in Bath. 

She said: “GWAAC is a wonderful charity and so, so

important. They provide emergency care at such a critical

time in someone's life. We all have loved ones and friends

and if anything were to happen to them we would be

devastated. I've been there and it hurts like nothing else in

the world. Knowing that GWAAC is there for all of us is so

precious: you just can't put a price on that service. By running

the Bath Half for them and raising some money I will be

doing for them what they do for us: being there.” 

GWAAC’s team consists of highly skilled critical care

doctors and specialist paramedics in critical care who are able

to carry out life-saving interventions such as blood

transfusions, and administer anaesthetics, at the scene of an

incident – in effect bringing the skills you would usually find

in an Emergency Department. The GWAAC crew attend on

average five incidents every single day. 

Funds raised from the 2019 event will help keep the air

ambulance operational, carrying out life-saving work across

the region. It costs in excess of £3m each year to keep

GWAAC’s helicopter and critical care cars running and the

charity receives no day-to-day government or National

Lottery funding. 

For those thinking about signing up for the Bath Half, Kirsty

has the following advice: “If you have ever said to yourself

and others 'I can't run' then just look at me, I was the biggest

doubter. I am the most unnatural runner I know, I'm not a

spring chicken, and I still get out there and do it. Great

Western Air Ambulance Charity will always be close to my

heart - I thought about it for about five minutes and took the

plunge and signed up! If I can, you can too!”   

To find out more visit https://greatwesternairambulance.

com/bath-half-marathon-2019/ 

Get on your marks for
air ambulance charity 

Kirsty Uphill
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South Gloucestershire Council wants to reduce the

amount of dog waste littering the district and ensure

owners meet their responsibilities so a number of new

initiatives are planned.

Incidents of dog fouling usually increase as the darker nights

draw in, and studies show that people are less likely to pick

up after their dogs when they feel they aren’t being watched. 

The council is taking part in Keep Britain Tidy’s ‘We’re

Watching You’ campaign which features innovative, eye-

catching, glow in the dark posters to help to remind

thoughtless dog owners to pick up.

The posters will be placed in known problem areas across

South Gloucestershire. Other areas of the country taking part

in the campaign have seen a reduction in dog fouling by up

to 77 per cent.

The council is also consulting on extending the areas where

it has powers to enforce dog fouling rules and giving officers

the power to require a person in control of a dog to

demonstrate that they have the means to clear up after their

pet.

A council spokesperson said: “We are proposing to use

powers under Section 59 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Crime

and Policing Act 2014 to make a Public Spaces Protection

Order (PSPO) in relation to dog fouling, which is an update

to historic enforcement arrangements. This will enable us to

extend the land types where we can enforce dog fouling rules

to apply to all open-air land with public access. Currently we

do not enforce against dog fouling on commons, woodland,

farmland or heathland.

“The order will not cover land that is managed by the

Forestry Commission, due to existing legislation exempting

these areas from dog control orders, and any other owners or

occupiers of land are also able to exclude land under their

control from this order. A further exemption from the PSPO

would apply in relation to assistance dogs trained by a

registered charity where the disability affects the person’s

ability to clean up after their dog.”

The council is also consulting on a proposal to give

authorised officers the power to require anyone in control of

a dog to demonstrate that they have the means to clear up

after it. If this new power is adopted, authorised officers may

approach dog owners and request them to produce

appropriate means of removing dog waste and transporting

it to a suitable bin. Dog walkers will be expected to

demonstrate that they have bags or other means of clearing

up, even if the dog hasn’t made a mess at that time. If they

cannot do this, and they are not exempt from the PSPO, they

will have committed an offence and may be issued with a

fixed penalty notice.

You can find out more and have your say on these proposals

by searching under ‘Consultations’ on the council’s website.

You can also get a paper copy from a library or One Stop

Shop or call 01454 868154. The consultation ends on Friday

11th January.

Irresponsible dog owners
are targeted
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Claims by Labour campaigners that the ruling

Conservatives on South Gloucestershire Council have

“secret” plans to develop the Green Belt have been

branded “an active attempt to deceive residents” by the

Tories.

In a written question to the Labour Group on the council last

week, Colin Hunt, who is the Cabinet Member for Planning,

Transport & Strategic Development, said: “In recent material

published by the Labour Group in Emersons Green and Lyde

Green, Labour have made incredulous claims that

Conservatives have secret plans to develop the Green Belt.

“Can you firstly substantiate this astounding scaremongering,

and secondly, can you ensure that basic facts are at least

correct - Jon Hunt does not represent Emersons Green.”

The Labour Group’s response was that they have not

published any recent material mentioning either Emersons

Green or Jon Hunt, so were unable to assist.

The controversial claim was made in a newsletter from the

constituency Labour Party, see picture above.

This week Colin Hunt told us: “Labour’s claims that our

party is threatening the Green Belt are without credibility,

particularly given their poor track record on the matter. 

“They have never supported the Joint Spatial Plan, which

protects the Kingswood Green Belt from strategic

development, whilst maximising brownfield regeneration.

Labour councillors also voted last year against the

Conservative Administration’s plans to protect 250 green

spaces across South Gloucestershire, dozens of which were

within the Kingswood area. 

“For Labour to put out poorly researched and misleading

leaflets and then deny they had anything to do with it is not

only irresponsible, it is an active attempt to deceive our

residents.” 

Nicola Bowden-Jones, who will represent Labour in the

Kingswood constituency at the next General Election, told

The Week In: “We have a serious concern that the Joint

Spatial Plan discussions have all been held in private since

the election of South Gloucestershire Conservative councillor

Tim Bowles to the position of Metro Mayor. 

“Prior to Tim’s election, there were private meetings

immediately followed by public meetings where the issues

raised within the JSP and the Joint Transport Strategy were

open to public scrutiny. 

“In this period the Conservative Government has published

a national formula for calculating the housing which is

needed in each area. This figure is more than 10,000 homes

above what is calculated in the JSP. Submissions are being

made to the inquiry to increase the JSP target by 30,000

homes. Also during this period the public inquiry into the

proposed 105,000 homes in the JSP has been shifted back

from February 2019 until the end of May, conveniently after

the local elections in South Gloucestershire.

“At the council meeting last week, Colin Hunt stated that the

meetings of the group promoting the JSP, of which he is a

member, have not been held in public because ‘the room is

too small’. 

“This is a ridiculous answer, to suggest that since Tim

Bowles was elected that suddenly there are no rooms

available for meetings big enough to hold open meetings in

the whole of the West of England. 

“Our view is that the South Gloucestershire Conservatives

involved in this process namely, Tim Bowles, Colin Hunt,

Erica Williams (the Cabinet Member for Housing Delivery)

and Toby Savage (the council leader), are happy for these

meetings to be in private as they expect the number of homes

in the JSP to be increased by the planning inspectors and that

more land in South Gloucestershire’s Green Belt will be

allocated for housing. 

“We believe this debate should be had in public, not

conveniently pushed back until after the local elections.”

Row over claims of
‘secret’ plans to
develop the Green Belt

Colin Hunt

Nicola Bowden-Jones



South Gloucestershire Council has gained

White Ribbon UK accreditation as part of

its ongoing commitment to tackle

domestic violence and abuse (DVA).  

It is one of 66 local authorities - the first in

the West of England - currently backing the

White Ribbon UK initiative which aims to

encourage more men to take part in ending

violence against women and children. 

White Ribbon UK accreditation is awarded

to organisations that have robust practices in

place to tackle DVA. The council has shown

support and earned this recognition after

producing an action plan alongside its new

DVA strategy, which sets out the aims and

priorities to enable partners and communities

across the area to tackle DVA. 

The strategy has been developed, and its

delivery overseen, by the South

Gloucestershire Partnership Against

Domestic Abuse. The partnership has a lead

role in developing and implementing a multi-

agency delivery plan for tackling the issues

linked to DVA. It works with South

Gloucestershire Safer & Stronger

Communities Partnership, the local

Safeguarding Children Board and the local

Safeguarding Adults Board.

Further supporting evidence included the

council reviewing its existing DVA staff

policy and adopting Public Health England’s

DVA toolkit. The council is also in the

process of identifying male ambassadors

within the council, who will be undergoing

training and be positive role models for other

staff.

Cllr Erica Williams, Cabinet Member for

Housing Delivery & Public Health, said:

“Everyone has the right to live free from

fear, intimidation and abuse, especially

within their own home. It’s important to

highlight and raise awareness of the support

available for victims and survivors of

domestic abuse, so earning this White

Ribbon UK accreditation is another positive

step in our ongoing commitment to tackle

domestic violence and abuse in South

Gloucestershire.”

Alongside this is the work of Next Link, who

will be backing these initiatives and has the

council contract to provide support services

for women, men and children in South

Gloucestershire who are, or have been

victims of domestic abuse. Its services

include safe house accommodation,

community outreach services, group

programmes and telephone help and advice.

For more information visit

www.whiteribbon.org.uk and

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/domesticabuse
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Council awarded White Ribbon status

Here are the locations in our area where you can expect to see police mobile speed

cameras this week (starting 17th December). 

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on Charlton Road, Coronation Avenue, Park Road and the B3116

Wellsway; in Saltford on Manor Road; on Timsbury Road at Farmborough; also on the

A431 Kelston Road, the A37 at Pensford and A39 at Corston.

Bristol:

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road and the B3119 West Town Lane; in St

George on the A420 Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Nags Head Hill, Furber Road,

Beaufort Road and Crews Hole Road; in Stockwood on Hollway Road, Sturminster

Road and Stockwood Lane; also on Whitchurch Lane.

South Gloucestershire:

In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road, Long Beach Road and California Road; on

Victoria Road at North Common; in Hanham on Whittucks Road and Abbots Road; in

Bitton on the A431 Bath Road and Cherry Garden Road; on the A420 at Wick; in

Oldland Common on High Street and Mill Lane; on Feltham Road at Pucklechurch; on

the A432 Badminton Road south of the A4174 Avon Ring Road and at Kendleshire; on

Bromley Heath Road at Downend and on Gloucester Road in Staple Hill.

Mobile speed camera locations

Cllr Erica Williams with the certificate alongside council
officers from the Safer & Stronger Communities team

Keep in touch, let

us know what you

think, send us your

news

www.facebook.com/

theweekin
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Hundreds of bulbs have been planted on the Pendennis Estate in Staple Hill as part of

the Growing Staple Hill initiative which launched earlier this year.

The project aims to make the area even better for people who live, shop and work there.

Local councillor Ian Boulton told the local Community Engagement Forum meeting

that some bulbs have also been planted in the High Street including at the memorial to

firefighter Fleur Lombard.

Bulbs will bring
splash of spring
colour to Staple Hill

Once again Churches Together in Keynsham & Saltford will be providing a Christmas

lunch on Christmas Day for anyone who might be spending the day alone. 

If you would like to get involved, or be one of those who attend, contact Pauline Sawyer

(email paulinesawyer@blueyonder.co.uk or call 0117 9754071). 

The lunch will be held at St Dunstan's Church Hall from 11am to 3pm. 

Don’t spend Christmas Day alone

Christmas Day (Tuesday 25th December)

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, Keynsham (9am – 11am)

Jhoots Pharmacy, Pool Road, Kingswood (9am - 11am)

Lloyds, 782-786 Fishponds Road (11am - 1pm)

Boots Pharmacy, 40 High Street, Keynsham (3pm – 5pm)

Ellacombe Pharmacy, Longwell Green (2pm - 4pm)

Shaunak’s Pharmacy, Hanham Health Centre, Whittucks Road (6pm - 8pm)

Boxing Day (Wednesday 26th December)

Boots Pharmacy, 40 High Street, Keynsham (10am - 4pm)

Boots Pharmacy, Emersons Way, Emersons Green (9am - 6pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emerson Way, Emersons Green (10am - 4pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road (10am - 4pm)

Asda Longwell Green (9am - 6pm) 

Boots, Aldermoor Way, Longwell Green (9am - 6pm) 

Ideal Pharmacy, Warmley (9am - 1pm)

New Year’s Day  

Boots Pharmacy, 40 High Street, Keynsham (10am – 4pm)

Boots Pharmacy, Emersons Way, Emersons Green (10am - 4pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emerson Way, Emersons Green (10am - 4pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road (10am - 4pm)

Asda Longwell Green (10am – 5pm)

Boots Longwell Green (9am – 6pm)

Chemist opening times over
Christmas and New Year
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Service Directory

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning Events

Electrical

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Guttering

Health & Fitness

Home

Maintenance

IT & Computers

REPAIRS, NEW AND

USED COMPUTERS OR

ACCESSORIES.   

Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Fencing

Advertising

Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Architectural

Services
Garden Services

Builders

Antiques &

Collectables

Home Help
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Service Directory
Logs

Painting

& Decorating

Plastering

PlumbersPlumbers

P DAY PLUMBING

SERVICES.   

For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Therapies

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Windows & Doors

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.

Qualified tradesman.

Efficient /reliable.

References available 

07861 898902 / 01275

831696 or visit our website

djamesdecorating.com   

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

To Let

Sewing Lessons

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Wanted

Yoga

TVs
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