
Around 300 people packed into the Royal British Legion

Club in Whitchurch Village last Tuesday night for a public

meeting about plans for 2,500 homes on Green Belt in the

area. 

As well as people from the village, there were people from

other parts of South Bristol who will also be affected by

the proposals in B&NES Local Plan, and a proposed road

linking Whitchurch Village to Hicks Gate roundabout

through Stockwood Vale – although no exact route has

been identified.

Alyson Lampard, from the Whitchurch Village

Neighbourhood Planning Team, which has been working

hard to fend off the proposals, told the meeting: “You can

see by the turnout tonight that there’s a lot of feeling about

what’s going on and many of you will now be aware of

the plan put forward by B&NES to provide large-scale

housing in this area.

“This is called a Strategic Development Location and it

feeds into the overall Joint Spatial Plan for the West of

England up to 2036.This also affects our neighbours in

Pensford, Stockwood, Whitchurch Bristol, Hengrove,

Stockwood Vale, Queen Charlton and Hartcliffe.

“We’ve been consulted – again. And we’ve been asked to

comment – again. And what I hear from many people is,

‘What’s the point – we have been asked to comment

before and nobody listens to us’.

“Last Monday I walked into the community centre down

in Whitchurch Village to see numerous professional-

looking display boards and lots of B&NES planning

people, all there to show us their ideas to develop this area.

There was a lot of human emotion in the room – anger,

anxiety, disbelief…all completely understandable

reactions to a shockingly unsustainable plan for this area.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
“The response from people that worries me

the most though is one of resignation…’well,

it’s a done deal... it’s going to happen

anyway’ – and perhaps it will one day – but

perhaps it won’t and that it where your

councillor Paul May comes in.”

She said that Cllr May, who called the public

meeting, had been the B&NES councillor for

Publow and Whitchurch since 2015 and has

fought “tenaciously” to preserve Whitchurch

as an historic village, to keep the Green Belt

and promote sustainable development.

She added: “He won’t give up this fight and

neither should we. Please support him, write

your letters, send your emails and do your bit

to mitigate this unrealistic and unsustainable

vision for Whitchurch.”

Cllr May worked with Alyson

Lampard and parish councillors on

the village’s Neighbourhood Plan,

which was approved by B&NES

Council last year. Such plans,

introduced by the 2011 Localism

Act, are supposed to give a

community more control over the

type, location, size, pace and design

of development in their areas.

Whitchurch Village’s

Neighbourhood Plan highlights the

importance of the green buffer

between the village and Bristol, and

says it is not against development

but it’s about scale.

The 12th century village has already

absorbed 250 new houses and says

it lacks the necessary infrastructure

for another 2,500 homes. Local roads cannot

cope with the present level of traffic, there is

no general shop and the nearest doctors’

surgery is in Stockwood. There are also few

employment opportunities in the area.

Cllr May said B&NES has a duty to co-

operate with other local authorities to

provide housing in the region but not to

“capitulate”. He feels that a figure of 600

extra homes is a more realistic number for

Whitchurch Village, whereas B&NES’

proposals would see “urban sprawl” going as

far as Hursley Hill Garage.

Talking about the proposed road to Hicks

Gate, he warned that would it be the shortest

route to get from the South Coast to the

motorway system moving north, and there

would be a significant increase in HGVs. He

said the justification for this southern orbital

route is open for challenge: “Are they

building the road because they want the

houses or are they building the houses

because they are building the road? …I have

never had a satisfactory answer.”

Whitchurch Village Parish Council has

employed an independent planning adviser,

John Medlin, who was at the meeting. Cllr

May said the chair of the Campaign to

Protect Rural England (CPRE) is also

helping the village and considers the

proposals “quite clearly” have flaws.

Continued on page 4

300 people attend public meeting 

There was standing room only at the public meeting 

Paul May

Jill Britten



Continued from page 3
Cllr May said the flaws in the proposals

would be exposed when B&NES Local Plan

goes forward to independent planning

inspector next May. But he stressed how

important it is for people to get their

comments in and to tell their neighbours to

do the same so the strength of feeling is clear.

People at the meeting were asked to register

their concerns in letters which will go to

B&NES Council, highlighting that the Local

Plan is “unsound” as paragraph 14 of the

National Planning Policy Framework clearly

states that housing targets should not

override constraints within the area.

The template letter says: “The constraints at

Whitchurch Village are the Green Belt and

the flooding. The Whitchurch Village

Neighbourhood Plan has recently been

adopted by B&NES and residents (98%)

voted both for the retention of the Green Belt

and the Plan itself with an amazing 48%

voting turnout.”

The letter also explains that

the proposals for 2,500 new

homes are not sustainable

because of the lack of

facilities and the traffic. It

adds that other sites are more

sustainable and can offer the

necessary infrastructure,

such as Hicks

Gates/Brislington, Long

Ashton, and Bath. Cllr May

acknowledged that the

various plans and

consultations are confusing

for the general public and

warned people at the

meeting that there would be another round

of consultation on transport plans for the

region in the New Year.

He is in contact with Cllr Tim Kent, who

represents the Hengrove & Whitchurch Park

ward on Bristol City Council. A further 2,500

new homes are being planned at Hengrove

towards the region’s housing needs.

At the end of the meeting campaigner Jill

Britten said two things made her very angry

– that B&NES Council says the 2,500 houses

would be a “zero carbon” development:

“They must think we are stupid. I think that

statement should be retracted. How can they

possibly assume that this is going to be a

zero carbon development?”

She also said it had been documented at a

meeting that a B&NES highways officer had

stated that the journey time saved from the

proposed new link road would be one

minute. 

She reminded people that this is not the first

time that Whitchurch Village has faced being

swamped by the threat of massive

development. Under the Labour

Government’s controversial Regional Spatial

Strategy proposals, villagers fought off plans

for up to 8,000 homes on the Green Belt.

See also Soap Box, page 21
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Kingswood is to benefit from a special

West of England ‘Love our High Streets’

fund of up to £10m.

The West of England Combined Authority

Committee, which met last Friday, agreed to

set up the fund which will see South

Gloucestershire, B&NES and Bristol

councils carrying out pilot projects in each

of their areas.

While South Glos will use the funding to

transform Kingswood town centre, B&NES

will split its share over three locations –

“reinventing” the market town of Midsomer

Norton, reinforcing the identify and appeal

of the north of Bath city centre, and a

community led-investment pilot for Twerton

High Street.

Meanwhile in Bristol, the money will be

spent on the development of currently

underused or vacant spaces in Bedminster..

Regional Mayor Tim Bowles said: “We’re

creating exciting opportunities, with some

great pilot projects from our three constituent

councils to transform key high streets and

town centres and give them a renewed

vigour. 

“The future of our high streets isn’t just

about shops, it’s about our businesses,

community activities, services and homes.

Through Love our High Streets, we’ll work

with our councils and communities to

embrace the future of our high streets in the

digital age, and explore how we can secure

funding, expertise and support to revive our

town centres.”

Cllr Toby Savage, leader of South Glos

Council, said: “I’m very excited about Love

our High Streets as it responds to what our

communities have been telling us. This is a

really significant moment for Kingswood

and it’s a great opportunity for us to engage

with people and businesses to move things

forward.” He added that said the council,

working with MP Chris Skidmore, would

buy run-down buildings, help restore the

Whitfield Tabernacle, create a digital skills

training hub and improve the public realm.

At Friday’s meeting the six councillors who

represent Kingswood town centre urged Mr

Bowles and WECA to involve them and

local community groups in the new pilot. 

Woodstock councillor and Labour Group

leader Pat Rooney said: “We welcome the

award of £10m for high street renewal in the

West of England and more specifically the

nomination of Kingswood as South

Gloucestershire’s pilot. 

“However, we do register our concern about

the ‘top down’ approach adopted so far. We

expect WECA and South Gloucestershire

Council to be much more collaborative

taking this forward. We find it strange to read

that the pilot will be ‘partly delivered by the

community’ when the community has not

been involved to date. 

“We and our community partners have the

local commitment, local knowledge, local

experience and local track record to help

drive this ‘Love our High Streets’ pilot to

success. We therefore expect to be fully

involved both in its development and its

delivery.” 

‘Significant moment for Kingswood’
as town gets share of £10m investment

Kingswood town centre
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Hydro-electric scheme
planned at Netham Weir
Plans to develop a small hydro-

electric scheme at Netham Weir have

been revealed. 

The scheme would generate enough

electricity for around 260 homes. If

consent is granted by Bristol City

Council, it would be community

owned, with a public share offer

launched, enabling residents to invest

in the scheme.

Bristol Energy Cooperative, a

community benefit society established

in 2011, is behind the scheme. With

more than 500 members who have each

invested a minimum of £50, its primary

aim is to enable collective action on

climate change through the

development of community-owned

renewable energy. To date it has

installed just under 10MW of solar

photo-voltaic arrays in Bristol, South

Gloucestershire and Somerset. 

The hydropower scheme is for land at

the rear of St Vincents Trading Estate,

Feeder Road and includes a turbine

house building, hydraulic channels and

intake screening. It is estimated that the

work would take four to six months to

complete, depending on weather

conditions. Next Tuesday (11th

December) from 5pm to 6.30pm at St

George Community Centre there will

be the chance to find out more about

the proposals. Tickets (no charge) are

needed to attend and can be booked

through Eventbrite.

The planning reference number to

search for on the city council’s website

is 18/05891/F and the deadline for

comments is 19th December.

Comments in favour of the scheme

have already been lodged with

supporters saying it makes a good use

of Bristol's existing natural resources to

generate renewable electricity and will

help the city meet the council's pledge

that Bristol becomes carbon neutral by

2030.

A woman died after suffering serious head injuries which

police believe happened while she was leaning out of a

moving train between Bath and Keynsham en route to

Bristol.

British Transport Police (BTP) were called to Temple

Meads Station at around 10.10pm on Saturday night

along with colleagues from Avon & Somerset Police and

South Western Ambulance Service but despite their best

efforts, the woman died.

BTP said: “Our investigation remains at an early stage,

but initial inquiries suggest the woman may have been

leaning out of a window when she suffered a blow to the

head.

“We are continuing to investigate the circumstances of

the incident, which has been reported to the Rail

Accident Investigation Branch (RAIB).” 

The woman had not been named as we went to print but

it is understood she was 28 and from Penarth in South

Wales.

Woman suffers
fatal head injuries
on board train
between Bath
and Keynsham
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Staple Hill department
store faces closure
Staple Hill discount department

store The Original Factory Shop

(TOFS) is facing closure at the end of

the year with the loss of nine jobs.

A spokesperson for the company,

which has its headquarters in Burnley,

Lancashire, this week stressed that the

store is not yet confirmed for closure

whilst discussion with the landlord,

who has served notice, remains

ongoing.

TOFS has been one of the casualties of

the tough retail market. Thirty-two out

of it 224 stores were closed as part of a

Company Voluntary Arrangement

(CVA) process earlier this year, with

plans to secure rent reductions on the

rest.

Staple Hill wasn’t on the original

closure list and isn’t a store that TOFS

wants to close.

The spokesperson said: “This store has

been performing well. TOFS believes it

plays an important part in the local

Staple Hill community. So TOFS is

trying to agree terms with the landlord

to ensure that the store can be retained.

However, a clause in the CVA enabled

this landlord to serve notice on TOFS,

who are therefore legally bind to

engage.” 

All colleagues have been notified of the

fact that TOFS has been served notice

and the company says it will continue

to be in negotiations with the landlord

and will be keeping the store team up

to date with any progress.

The spokesperson said it was a great

disappointment that TOFS had also had

notice served by landlords at its stores

in Amesbury in Wiltshire and Kirkby-

in-Ashfield in Nottinghamshire.

TOFS was established in 1969 and sells

a wide variety of goods for all ages and

genders including clothing, footwear,

cosmetics and fragrance, fashion

accessories, electrical goods,

housewares, home furnishings and

toys. 

The closest TOFS stores to us are in

Shirehampton and Nailsea.

As part of UK Parliament Week, Bath MP Wera

Hobhouse took part in a question-and-answer session

with the youth town council group KeynshamNow.  

Members learned about her childhood in a divided

Germany, her time in student politics at university in

Germany, her move to England and her early political

education.  

When asked about her political passions, she talked

about the fractured housing market and how she believes

that councils should, once again, build houses 

A long time was spent on Brexit where the debate heated

up. Dani Phillips, chair of KeynshamNow, asked about

Cyprus and its dislike of the EU, and vice chair Alex

Beaumont was the only person present who was certain

that Cyprus used the Euro as its currency.

The discussion went on to green issues. Braeden Wells

quoted some alarming statistics about the cost of

producing beef which made the whole group think about

our sustainable future. 

MP takes questions
from Keynsham
youth group
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The New Year looks set to bring more

traffic misery to residents in Park Road in

Keynsham. B&NES Council has issued a

temporary road closure notice between

the junctions of Coronation Avenue and

Dunster Road in a southerly direction.

The order is effective from 31st December

for two months to allow Wessex Water to

upgrade its water mains. Although the usual

caveat applies about the road only being

restricted during this period when work is

actually being carried out, the notice also

estimates it will take seven weeks to

complete.

The council is also proposing a number of

changes to the road layouts in Park Road and

West View Road following consultation with

residents earlier this year over possible plans.

Letters sent out in July asked people living

in the two roads to comment on a range of

proposals to improve road safety and reduce

traffic speed. These included the installation

of speed tables and double yellow lines to

restrict parking. As we reported in Issue 536

several respondents feared that the use of

double yellow lines could lead to increased

vehicle speed, particularly along stretches of

Park Road, while experiences from St Ladoc

Road influenced reaction to the idea of speed

tables. Residents of neighbouring roads also

expressed concerns that they were not

included in the consultation.

The resulting proposals now focus mainly on

junction improvements, better access for

buses at bus stops and the removal of

redundant disabled parking bays. In West

View Road, the pedestrian refuge will be

upgraded and dropped kerbs installed at the

junction with Charlton Road. Existing white

and double yellow lines will be repainted and

redundant disabled bays removed. Dropped

kerbs will also be installed close to the

junction with St Keyna Road. A limited

waiting bay will be created opposite the

ambulance station.

In Park Road, a priority scheme will be

installed by narrowing the road at the

junction with Hawthorne Lane. Road

markings will be repainted outside St John’s

Primary School and three disabled bays

removed. A dropped kerb and double yellow

lines will be created opposite the junction

with Sherwood Road. At the Albert

Road/Queens Road junctions, single white

lines will be upgraded to double yellow

around the corners to ease bus travel through

the area, as well as the bus stop nearby.

Double yellow lines will then continue along

one side of Park Road past the junctions with

Windsor Avenue and Coronation Avenue.

These proposals are all conditional on

funding being approved for B&NES

Council’s next financial year, which starts in

April 2019. If it does go ahead there will

have to be formal consultation process as

part of the statutory process to install double

yellow lines. 

Meanwhile, the resurfacing of Park Road

between Albert Road and Dunster Road is

still subject to the temporary road closure

notice issued earlier this year. The work is

earmarked within the council’s current

financial year but no date has yet been

confirmed. Presumably this will take place

once the water main improvements have

been completed.
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 9th December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-5pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Contorted willow branches for
Christmas decorations. 
Free to collect from Keynsham. 
Call Jim on 07941 326028.

Roadworks and layout changes
on busy Keynsham road

Christmas decorations 

Park Road
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LETTERS
More anger over car park

‘scandal’
Dear Editor

Re the issue of the money-making car

parking company Athena ANPR, that’s all

they are. 

I shopped in Lidl in Kingswood and then my

wife and I too had optician appointments at

Boots which took longer than expected.

After a few days I received a fine in the post.

I notice there is a sign as you drive into the

car park that says in big print

CONTROLLED PARKING, but it’s up high

and not in a readable position. In very small

print there is another sign which says parking

120 minutes. WHY? 

Why is this not on the front sign in big print

for all to see when you drive in? It is

obviously done for a reason - not to control

parking but to make money. 

I would like to know the council’s views on

this and would also like to know how many

other motorists have been and will be fined,

especially if they do not take The Week In to

report this scandal. 

Colin Brittan (Kingswood) 

Lidl’s car park is primarily

for its customers
Dear Editor

I’ve just read AG’s letter in last week’s

edition of The Week In regarding ‘Another

bad experience with Lidl car park in

Kingswood.

Apparently she parked there, went for an

appointment at Specsavers, then to Boots the

Chemist, then back to Lidl with 20 minutes

left of parking time to shop there,

complaining it took so long in the queue that

she exceeded the parking time and

complained about being fined. 

Am I missing something here? The car park

is for Lidl customers, not for customers of

Specsavers or Boots; there is a perfectly

good pay-to-park car park for those stores,

which incidentally wouldn’t have been so far

to walk for slow walkers in their 80s, leaving

the Lidl car park available for people who

genuinely want to shop there, hoping there

is a space not taken by others who want to

do a tour of Kingswood before grabbing a

few items in the 20 minutes remaining. 

Names & address supplied

Try to see Lidl’s point of

view too
Dear Sir

Re the ‘fines’ for parking at Lidl in

Kingswood. These 'fines' are not enforceable

at law. If you refuse to pay, they can, if they

wish, take you to court to try to make you

pay, but Lidl would probably not want the

adverse publicity (in all actions, the parking

company is deemed to be acting on behalf of

the retail outlet). 

You may receive a series of letters, each

stronger in tone, but you can, if you wish,

just ignore them or send a token amount with

a note saying that all penalties must be

proportionate in law and you are sure that

your token amount will be more than enough

to cover any inconvenience that has been

caused by your transgression. 

But also try to look at it from Lidl’s point of

view. If there were no restrictions, their car

park would quickly be full of all-day parkers,

many of whom may have breezed off down

town to work, or for a day’s shopping

elsewhere. 

I was at Lidl this afternoon and had a look at

the signs. They clearly say the car park is

private land and the limit is two hours. 

There is no need to stop shopping at Lidl;

they are an excellent shop, and a little tiff like

this shouldn’t put you off. 

The main thing is not to become angry or let

the matter play on your mind. It is not the

crime of the century. Relax, have a laugh,

open a bottle of Christmas bubbly, but for

goodness sake do not get stressed up. 

Des Ward

Kingswood 

Why we must treasure

Hanham’s green land
Dear Editor

In response to the recent front page of The

Week In (Issue 551), I write about sites in

and near Hanham that have been put forward

as potential allocations for residential

development.

South Glos Council cannot be genuinely

concerned or adequately informed with

regards to climate breakdown or biodiversity

loss if they were to crumble to the whim of

large development companies and pursue

large-scale residential development in these

previously undeveloped green fields.

These sites have awful public transport links,

forcing any new residents here to rely almost

entirely on personal car use to access jobs,

amenities and services that are all several

miles away, thereby leading to more

pollution and higher carbon footprints. This

would be coupled by a significant loss of

local vegetation, greenfield and soils that are

indispensable carbon stores.

Adjacent to the south-west perimeter of the

sites are SSSIs (Sites of Special Scientific

Interest), ancient woodland and Local Nature

Reserves. The council is obligated to protect

and enhance our biodiversity – not delete

hundreds of acres of fields, hedgerow and

trees from our maps and to encroach on

sensitive and nationally important wildlife

sites. Across the country efforts are being

made to join up nature and preserve

ecological corridors and networks. These

sites would have the opposite effect,

massively enlarging the distances between

sensitive habitats and leading to small

isolated pockets where ‘nature’ is confined

and unallowed to stray beyond the stringent

and stingy boundaries we have designated.

With infrequent, unreliable and expensive

buses our only way into the city centre, we

in Hanham remain isolated on the city edge,

burdened with a lack of services and

facilities and a disintegrating high street.

Fortunately we are blessed with excellent

access into the countryside, to a diverse

range of natural habitats, nature reserves,

natural waterbodies and outdoor recreational

opportunities that define the local character,

allow us to experience a diverse range of

natural habitats and permit us a pride of

place. 

These green fields also encourage

community interaction, outdoor exercise and

social engagements. They are integral to our

health, mental well-being, community

resilience and social cohesion. Development

of this treasured green land would take that

all away, rendering Hanham nothing more

than another featureless urban suburb, a grey

smudge in a grey built form matrix

comprised of nothing but densely packed yet

lonely homes and streets full of cars.

The South Glos Green Party are committed

to sustainable place-making and will be

actively campaigning against any attempt to

destroy these sites.

Joseph Evans

South Glos Green Party
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LETTERS
Festival organisers cut off

Temple Street
Dear Stephen

Here we go again! Temple Street gets the

rough end of the deal every time! I and most

of the other Temple Street shopkeepers were

gobsmacked at the positioning of the main

stage at the Keynsham Winter Festival. It

effectively cut us off from the whole event.

Some opened despite the situation. There

was not one stall or activity behind the back

of the lorry, despite the road being shut off

at Carpenters Lane. The one place that was

perfectly placed was The Canteen but what

was placed opposite them... yes, a stall

selling doughnuts! I appreciate that Temple

Street is a building site at the moment and

that in itself is difficult enough, but could the

event management not have put the stage

facing the street near the old fire station as I

recall they did last year? 

What galls me most is that I helped to

sponsor the event pamphlet! With a flawed

one-way system that discourages traffic from

coming to Temple Street, we needed the

boost. Another kick in the teeth for the

Temple Street community. I will be taking

this up with the appropriate people. 

C Oliver 

Great service from estate

agency team 
Dear Editor

We would like to publicly thank Matt

Gregory and his team at Gregorys Estate

Agents (Market Walk, Keynsham.) We

recently both sold and purchased a property

that Gregorys were marketing. The service

they provided was exemplary.

In particular we would like to mention Leigh

Messenger who negotiated and navigated us

through what could be seen as a very

stressful period.  Nothing was too much

trouble, she was prompt and factual and got

us through it all. 

We wish you all the best for the future, it’s

been a pleasure doing business with you!

P & J Grant

Call for Metro Mayor to do

more  
Dear Editor

Congratulations on giving so much space

this week (Issue 553) to transport. How we

travel around our area, particularly as we go

to and from work, is fundamental to our

quality of life.

Another bus route in North East Somerset

(Issue 991) may be withdrawn. Subsidy of

routes has been cut by local authorities and

educational bodies. This means that if a route

doesn’t pay its way, it is withdrawn. But the

WECA Mayor, Tim Bowles, has had the

power to manage bus routes through

franchising for a year now. When is he

actually going to act on this power?

Secondly, well done to Saltford Parish

Council for pushing again for the re-opening

of Saltford Station. But why is the feasibility

study money in the B&NES 15/16 budget

still not spent? Why has this taken so long?

During some recent weeks knocking on the

doors of Saltford residents I found that 90%

remain in favour of the station. 

And while I welcome the road improvements

taking place across North East Somerset, I

note that the WECA Mayor finds it easier to

spend money on large-scale road

infrastructure than on smaller-scale projects

which might make walking and cycling

easier and ease congestion.

The Metro Mayor role was an opportunity to

make things happen for the benefit of the

whole region but I have seen little evidence

of strategic thinking or action as yet,

particularly in the Keynsham and Saltford

areas.

Nick Coates

Liberal Democrat Parliamentary

Candidate

North East Somerset

A huge collection of Nativity sets from all over the world will be on view again at St

Michael the Archangel Church in Two Mile Hill, Kingswood during December.

Jackie Elliott and her husband John started collecting and showing the sets after he

was diagnosed with oesophageal cancer in 2004. After a successful operation, and

with funding from Macmillan, they set up GOSH (Bristol) - Gastro Oesophageal

Support and Help - to support sufferers from oesophageal or stomach cancer and

their carers. John sadly died in 2008 but Jackie has continued the cause. 

There will be more than 400 Nativity sets on display on the weekends of 8th and 9th,

and 15th and 16th December. The exhibition will be open on the Saturdays from

10am to 5pm and on the Sundays from 11.30am to 5pm. 

All donations will go to GOSH.

Nativity sets on view again

Elizabeth ‘Bessy’ Howell, who lives at Brunelcare’s ABC Centre in Chessington Avenue,

Whitchurch, celebrated turning 100 on Tuesday 27th November. 

The centre organised a special birthday lunch and plenty of friends, neighbours and family

joined in with the celebrations. 

Everyone raised a glass to toast Bessy as she cut her cake. Asked how it felt to reach her

100th birthday, Bessy, who still lives independently in her own flat at the sheltered housing,

said: “I don’t really feel any different. Although, I can’t quite believe I’ve lasted this long! 

“Occasionally my body reminds me how old I am but really I’m doing well.” 

Happy 100th birthday Bessy!



The Post Office say they are working hard to rehouse the

branch which will close when convenience store McColl’s

in Belland Drive in Whitchurch does at the end of this

month.

In a consultation letter they say: “Regrettably following the

resignation of the operator of the partner service and the

withdrawal of the premises for Post Office use, the branch

will be closing temporarily on Sunday 30th December.

“The provision of a Post Office service to our customers in

the local community is important to us, and we will continue

to work hard to restore services in the area as soon as

possible. We would welcome any applications from potential

retail partners interested in running a branch locally on our

behalf. The vacancy is currently being advertised on our

website www.runapostoffice.co.uk and applications will be

carefully considered.”

Customers are advised that the alternative branches are

Loxton Square Post Office, which is 1.2 miles away, and

Symes Avenue Post Office which is 1.3 miles away.

Meanwhile there had been hopes, although they had been

fading over the months, that two Post Offices which closed

last year might reopen.

However, the Post Office recently announced that both the

branch in New Cheltenham Road in Kingswood, which

closed due to “operational reasons”, and the one at Milford

Avenue in Wick, which closed for reasons “beyond their

control”, will remain permanently closed.

In both cases, area network change manager Karen Averiss

said options for restoring a Post Office service to customers

in both locations had been explored but no formal

applications were received. 

Although the Post Office say they would consider any

appropriate options in the future, due to the length of time

the branches have been closed, they would need to satisfy

themselves that any new opportunity would be sustainable

for both the Post Office and operator. 

The alternatives for New Cheltenham customers are the

branches in Kings Chase, Staple Hill High Street and

Mayfield Park Post Office on Lodge Causeway. For Wick

customers it’s Warmley Post Office at Tower Road North and

Pucklechurch Post Office at Shortwood Road.
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Unconventional (9)
9. Hunting

expedition (6)
10. Pacific island

state (4)
11. Light source (4)
12. French engineer (6)
13. Principle (7)
16. Scorch (4)
17. Auction (4)
18. Play on words (3)
20. Attempt (3)
21. Always (4)
23. Russian

emperor (4)
25. Confidentiality (7)
26. Make certain (6)
29. Cab (4)
30. Single entity (4)
31. Foliage (6)
32. Journal (9)

DOWN
2. Stereotyped phrase (6)
3. Newspaper boss (6)
4. Bleats (anag.) (6)
5. ---- of Skye (4)
6. Cupboard (7)
7. Young cow (4)
8. Hats, headgear (9)
13. Blood-sucking

insect (6,3)
14. Simple (4)
15. Creates (5)
18. Stance (4)
19. Encourage (7)
22. Neglectful (6)
23. Emotional shock (6)
24. Energetic (6)
27. Thick slice (4)
28. Relieve (4)

Another Post Office to close 

Post Office handing
over management of
Kingswood branch

There will be a Community Christmas Party at the

charity Kingsmeadow@MadeForever in Fisher Road,

Kingswood, on Monday 10th December from 2pm to

7pm. 

Entry will be £1 for adults and £2 per family. Everyone

is welcome to come and enjoy Christmas celebrations

and activities including carol singing, a Christmas grotto,

raffle, bring and share food and a disco.

To find out more contact Jane Curtis on 0117 3018739

or look on the group’s Facebook page.

In February last year the Post Office in Kingswood

transferred from Hanham Road to an in-store branch in WH

Smith in Kings Chase. Now the Post Office are planning to

transfer the management of the branch to the retailer as of

27th February. The branch will continue to operate from the

current premises in Kings Chase store and opening hours will

increase to include Saturday afternoons and Sundays. 

The Post Office say the change is part of the continuing

modernisation of the network. “Our priority is to ensure that

we provide services that will meet customer needs, both now

and into the future, in a way which will secure the long-term

viability of Post Office services in Kingswood.”

Community
Christmas party

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Situations

Vacant

The Sandy Park Road Improvement

Neighbourhood Group (SPRING) in

Brislington is organising a Christmas

event on Saturday( 8th December).

There will be a Christmas tree display at St

Cuthbert’s Church from 10am to 5pm and

from 5pm there will be lights and a Zumba

procession from the church, and at Repton

Road car park there will be carol singing, hot

food and beers from local brewery Lost and

Grounded.

A collection will be taken in the car park for

Bristol’s Loaves & Fishes Foodbank. 

The Christmas tree festival continues on

Sunday from noon to 5pm. Hot lunches and

refreshments will be available in the church

during the festival and at various times there

will be live music. 

Residents are being invited to a community

meeting next Monday (10th December) in

the back bar of The Jolly Cobbler pub on

Chiphouse Road in Kingswood from 7pm to

8pm.

Rodway councillor Michael Bell has

arranged the meeting for residents in the

Chiphouse area of his ward to discuss ways

to improve the area, such as reducing dog

mess, anti-social behaviour and crime,

improve bus services, plant more flower beds

and trees, plus anything else to improve the

appearance of the area and develop a real

community spirit. Cllr Bell can be contacted

on 0787 563 1817 or email him at

michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk

Zumba procession 
features in festivities 
in Brislington

Councillor calls
residents’ meeting 
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Massive damage was caused to a Downend school’s

library after torrential rain cascaded through the roof

last week.

Pupils were working in the library at Christ Church Junior

School in Pendennis Road when the downpour came shortly

before 3pm on Tuesday.

They were escorted to safety and quick-thinking staff waded

through water as they worked to rescue as many of the books

as they could, covering them with tarpaulin as the rain poured

down.

An electrician was called in immediately to make the area

safe. A computer was damaged and about £2,000 worth of

books were ruined.

Headteacher Pippa Osborne said there had been an

occasional drip through the roof of the library – as in seven

or eight other areas of the school – but the sudden downpour

saw it coming through into the library in sheets in three

places.

She said that most of the school’s 10,000 books had been

salvaged and a makeshift library was being prepared in

another part of the school.

Mrs Osborne said she was very grateful to the 20 volunteers

– some with no connection to the school – who had heard

about what happened and had offered to come in and help.

South Gloucestershire Council has said it is prepared to cover

the cost of the roof repairs.

Cllr Jon Hunt, the council’s deputy leader and Cabinet

Member for Children & Young People, said: “When I learned

that the library, one of the most popular areas in the school

among the pupils, and thousands of books within had been

damaged, I was horrified.

“Fortunately, the council has an emergency fund for such

eventualities and, upon raising the issue with the rest of the

Conservative Administration, I was delighted to see swift

action resulting in an agreement that we would pay for the

repairs.

“As soon as we made the decision, I visited the school with

officers and met with headteacher Pippa Osborne to see the

extent of the damage first hand and deliver the good news

personally. Costings are now being worked up and we hope

to begin the repairs as soon as possible.”

A GoFundMe campaign set up to buy replacement books,

other library equipment and furniture/carpets, has already

raised more than £1,300.

Huge rainstorm sees water
cascade into school’s library

Pippa Osborne & Cllr Jon Hunt

The library before the damage
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Boxer Joe Hughes from Warmley is this week celebrating

after winning his biggest ever title - European Super-

Lightweight Champion.

What makes 28-year-old Joe’s achievement so remarkable is

that he boxes with one arm as since birth he has had a form

of paralysis in his right arm.

The EBU (European Boxing Union) fight last Friday was the

father-of-two’s first outside of the UK. He took on Andrea

Scarpa at the Teatro Obihall in Florence in the match that was

screened live on Sky. He had previously tried but failed to

win the title against Swede Anthony Yigit In Leicester last

year.

Joe has Erb’s Palsy, a paralysis of the arm caused by injury

to the upper group of the arm's main nerves during birth.

Whereas he has 100% use of his left arm, Joe has between

30% and 40% use of his right arm which is three inches

shorter than the other.

Joe’s parents were told that his condition meant he would not

be able to do anything physical but to improve the strength

in his arm his dad took him to martials arts and boxing when

he was young and Joe says his disability has helped him

develop his fight-winning jab.

He fights at Paddy John’s Gym which is above Kingswood

Heritage Museum in Warmley. It is run by his trainer and

father-in-law Andy O’Kane. The club trains both amateurs

and professionals and is attended by as many as 60 children

each week. 

Joe’s wife Amy is the grand-daughter of Bill Douglas, who

is the great-grandson of the founders of the world-famous

Douglas bikes built in Kingswood in the fist half of the 20th

century. In an interesting twist, Paddy John’s Gym used to

be based in Forest Road on the site of the former bike factory

until it was demolished to make way for housing – and the

gym is now above the museum which houses a fine selection

of Douglas bikes. 

Joe, who has several sponsors including CFS Bristol in

Warmley and Hanham firm S&J Roofing, is now back at his

home in Warmley and tells us he is looking forward to a

family Christmas with wife Amy, two-year-old Alby and

baby Jonah, who is just a month old, before seeing what 2019

brings, potentially a shot at a world title.

Warmley’s ‘one-armed
boxer’ wins European title

Alby holds the belt his dad won at the fight in Florence 

Joe & his opponent pictured after Friday’s fight
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A man who saw smoke billowing out

of an elderly neighbour’s house in

Kingswood banged on her window and

led her and her dog to safety from the

fire which had broken out in the

kitchen.

Joe Davis was walking home at around

3.45pm on Sunday afternoon when the

26-year-old noticed smoke and began

banging on the window to alert the

pensioner.

Joe led the woman, who had tried

unsuccessfully to put out the fire

herself, to safety, along with her dog.

He dialled 999, before going back in to

try to put out the flames on the hob with

a towel covering his face to protect him

from the smoke, but as he was doing so

the extractor fan caught fire. 

He then tried to search for the keys to

move the woman’s car, which was

blocking the garden gate, but said that

by now the smoke was really toxic.

Fortunately fire crews arrived within

minutes.

A spokesperson for Avon Fire &

Rescue said that two firefighters

entered the house to extinguish the

flames and clear the property of smoke

and a woman in her 80s was taken to

hospital suffering from smoke

inhalation while Joe was given oxygen

at the scene. Fire crews then stayed to

offer fire safety advice to neighbours.

Joe, who runs the 127 Hair & Beauty

salon in Bitton as well as MJ’s Live

Music Venue in Kingswood, has been

inundated with messages of praise and

has been hailed as a hero on Facebook,

but says that instinct kicked in and he

was just glad to be in the right place at

the right time and that she was safe.

The elderly woman is said to be

recovering.

Hero neighbour
leads pensioner to
safety after fireConcerned parents in South Gloucestershire are

organising a public meeting next Wednesday (12th

December) to discuss “disastrous cuts” in school

funding.

The meeting will be at 7.30pm at AEK-BOCO Football

Club Pavilion in Greenbank Road. It is being organised

by a group of local parents under the ‘Fair Funding for

All Schools South Gloucestershire’ banner.

As we have previously reported, South Glos has always

been one of the worst-funded local authorities and is now

the lowest funded authority per pupil - 150th out of 150

in the country. 

The council has just finished a round of consultation on

switching £3m from general school funding to special

needs to tackle a deficit. As we reported in Issue 552

(21st November), headteachers across South Glos have

called for the “serious under-funding” of schools to be

raised with the Secretary of State for Education as a

matter of urgency and have warned the council that any

of the three options it is considering to plug the black

hole are likely to lead some schools to “breaking point.”

Public meeting
over school
funding ‘crisis’

Joe receiving oxygen after
the drama

Picture credit: Nikki Carter



18                                                                                                                                                                                                                     The Week in • Wednesday 5th December 2018

Choosing the right accountant is one of the most important

decisions a business can make. A good one can save you time

and help your business grow; a bad one could cost you much-

needed money. When making your choice there are some

indicators you can use to check if this may be the right

accountant for you. 

Location
It used to be important to have your company's accountant

located nearby. But today, more companies are collaborating

online, using cloud-based technology to manage their

business. Spectrum work with industry standard software and

cloud-based solutions, such as Sage, Xero, Quick Books and

Receipt Bank. However, familiarity with local trading

conditions, business networking and other professionals is

also a point to consider when selecting an accountant. A good

accountant should be able to refer you to banks, independent

financial advisers (IFAs), mortgage advisers and solicitors.

Spectrum have extensive ties to the Bristol business

community and will be able introduce you to the professional

services that will help your business thrive.  

Services
What services does your prospective accountant provide?

Alongside standard tasks, such as setting up a payroll,

dealing with HMRC, and completing annual accounts, will

they complete your self-assessment returns, provide

references for your mortgage? At Spectrum we take time to

get to understand you, your business, and your needs. We are

then able to offer practical advice and support. We aim to

guide you through the initial process of setting up your

business and then work with you to achieve your business

goals. 

Experience
Does your accountant have experience of dealing with other

businesses like yours, particularly other businesses within

your industry? If you are a contractor or freelancer, for

example, you will usually be better off talking to an

accountant with experience dealing with similar situations.

You can check an accountant out by asking for testimonials

from other clients and checking the accountant’s LinkedIn

profile. Spectrum have a wide-ranging client base that

provides us with experience in many fields, and with a

variety of company sizes.

Fees
Find out what fees your accountant will charge. Are they

annual or monthly? How will extra work be charged for? If

work falls outside the agreed tasks to be performed for your

business, you need to be clear about what you can expect to

pay. 

Spectrum’s fixed fee structure will usually cover all costs.

We will always be clear about any additional costs that arise

in the course of our work. 

The decision about which accountant to choose really comes

down to what suits you and your company best, depending

on how you want to handle the finances. To talk about how

Spectrum Accountancy can help get your business off the

ground and make sense of your finances, get in touch. 

Advdvd ertitit sisi inini g fefef ature

What do you need from
your accountant?
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Staple Hill’s Christmas festivities got under way on Saturday with the

annual Christmas on the Hill event featuring fun and entertainment

for all ages.

The festivities will continue on Saturday 15th December with carols

around the clock tower in Page Park from 2pm to 3pm, and then carol

singing outside the Community Hub at Berkeley House on Tuesday

18th December at 6pm, with hot chocolate and mince pies at 6.45pm. 

The Salvation Army are also holding Carols in the Square in Staple

Hill on Christmas Eve at 5pm.

Hundreds of people thronged Hanham High Street on Saturday

afternoon as the road was closed to traffic for the annual Christmas

fair – apart from Santa’s sleigh. He arrived at his grotto in MP Chris

Skidmore’s office to meet local children. 

The Crofts End Silver Band played carols to entertain the crowds

visiting the shops and market stalls.

Winter festival
There was a Dickensian theme to

Keynsham’s Winter Festival on Friday. 

Christmas in Staple Hill Hundreds turn out
for Hanham fair

The Bristol Pipe & Drum Band performing 

The festival colouring
competition winners
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The A4 Bristol Airport bus service is unlocking job

opportunities for people in the local area. That’s the

view of Bath Bus Company’s managing director

Martin Curtis after the latest assessment of passenger

traffic on the service.

Started in 2013 to provide a regular link between the

World Heritage City and the airport, passenger numbers

have and continue to grow steadily. It is not only the

combination of ‘low-cost’ flights to Bristol and Bath’s

appeal as a visitor attraction, but also the increasing

number of students travelling to study at Bath’s two

universities.

But the Air Decker service has also provided a regular

local bus service linking intermediary stops such as

Saltford, Keynsham, Brislington and Hengrove. Now with

the ongoing expansion at Bristol Airport, passenger

figures are indicating a growing number of passengers are

relying on the service to go to work there. It is not just

airline staff but the increasing number of retail and

catering service providers which currently mean around

3,000 people are working there. 

Bristol Airport has been busy recruiting staff and provides

free or discounted travel for staff travelling on the airport

express services from Weston-super-Mare, Bristol and

Bath. Running almost 24 hours a day, it also means that

staff who work unsociable hours at the airport can still rely

on public transport to get to and from work.

The company also has more new buses on order which,

when delivered, will mean the whole of the Air Decker

fleet will meet the emissions targets set out in the

proposed Bath Clean Air Zone.

With airport travel growing and local services holding

steady, the only fly in the ointment, according to the Air

Decker boss, is congestion. If passenger numbers have

grown over five years, so has the challenge of keeping to

timetable (a vital requirement for airport passengers).  He

is continually frustrated by the situation in the

Brislington/Callington Road area where even on a Sunday,

the airport services frequently face delay.

Bath Bus Company was a vociferous opponent of the

Keynsham one-way trial system when it was introduced

in May 2017. The company formally objected on the

grounds that it was adding extra miles to its operation each

year, as well as further impacting on the running schedule.

After B&NES Council’s own surveys found only 23% in

favour of keeping the one-way system as it was and 40%

actually wanting it scrapped, Mr Curtis also expressed

some surprise that the decision had been made last month

to make the scheme permanent without any further

discussion.

As part of the ongoing appraisal of the Air Decker service,

the company has launched a short passenger survey. Users

are being asked to complete a simple questionnaire, both

at the airport and on board the bus. Readers can take part

by completing the form opposite and returning it to The

Week In, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham, BS31 1HA.

Bus service key to job opportunities
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Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Phil Harding is the Chair of the
Saltford Environment Group.
An American politician (not Donald

Trump) once said: “The economy is a

wholly owned subsidiary of the

environment, not the other way around.”

It’s hard to think of a more relevant sentence

in today’s world with the growing pressures

on the natural environment and the land that

sustains life from the interlinked problems

associated with man-made climate change,

plastics, poor waste management,

consumerism, and unhindered population

growth leading to habitat and wildlife

species loss. 

As B&NES Council consults on and works

up its proposals for the B&NES Local Plan

to determine where housing and other

infrastructure should be developed for the

2016-2036 period, the Green Belt comes

back into the forefront of the debate about

where we should build new homes. Like

most people, I for one am in favour of

building much-needed affordable new

homes, but they have to be in the right place. 

Whether people live in villages, towns or

cities, we all benefit from the local green

open spaces surrounding the area where we

live for rest, recreation and the ecological

support such land can provide to farmland

and thus towards our food security. Our

health and well-being really do depend on

easy access to green open spaces. Saltford

Environment Group is of the opinion that a

rural town like Keynsham has just as much

reason as Saltford to retain its own Green

Belt buffer surrounding the town and within

its own boundary. 

These startling facts underline the

importance of the Green Belt in B&NES.

81% of B&NES is farmland. That is much

higher than the national average of 57%, yet

only 5% of B&NES is natural or semi-

natural land (heathland, natural grassland

etc.) compared to a national average of

35%*. Farmland requires the eco-system

support, for example habitat for pollinating

insects, of surrounding Green Belt and

natural or semi-natural land to function. It

would be irresponsible not to protect the

natural and semi-natural land in B&NES that

underpins the economy of B&NES and the

wider West of England area; our future food

security in a changing climate made more

critical by unmanaged population growth

will increasingly depend on it. 

Anyone who was driving a car 30 to 40 years

ago and compares the high number of insects

splattering the front of their car during

summertime car journeys then to the much

lower number that hit their cars in 21st

century summers cannot fail to have noticed

just how the Britain’s insect population has

declined. That significant reduction is

coupled with a decline in bird life. There are

many reasons why insect life has declined,

but habitat loss just makes matters worse. 

The inter-linked problems of unmanaged

population growth, climate change, plastic

pollution, the unsustainable creation of

waste, and environmental degradation

threaten the health of our natural

environment. That should be protected to

underpin our already diminishing food

security. Where and how we build new

homes to meet a relentless need for new

housing gives us a clear choice. We can

choose to be either part of the solution or

part of the problem. 

We desperately need to build new affordable

homes but these need to be on brownfield

sites wherever possible or even the re-use of

former retail sites as shopping habits change.

And new homes need to be close to places

of employment, leisure and retail facilities to

reduce the need to travel for work and

everyday needs so that our road network

becomes less congested. 

The new homes recently built in Keynsham

are already contributing to increased

gridlock at peak times on local roads in and

out of Keynsham and through Saltford. If we

as a modern society fail to recognise the real

value of natural and semi-natural land and

allow its loss through development, we

unwittingly put the UK into an increasing

need to rely on other countries to feed us.

And those other countries who feed us,

currently providing around 40% of our net

food requirement and about half of what we

actually eat**, will be facing their own

climate change challenges and may be less

willing or able to supply food to the UK at

affordable prices. 

When people want to protect the Green Belt,

it’s not just for themselves, but for everyone. 

*Farmland/natural land data source: Dr

Alasdair Rae, University of Sheffield, using

Co-ordination of Information on the

Environment (Corine) land use codes, 2017

** Food import/export statistics from Defra,

2018.

Send your contributions to Soap Box by
email to admin@theweekin.co.uk 
Aim for around 750 words. We reserve the
right to edit or refuse submissions which may
contravene the IMPRESS Editors’ Code of
Conduct.

Soap Box
Why the Green Belt in
B&NES is so important 

Phil Harding
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Service Directory

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Builders

Electrical

Electrical

Chimney Sweeps

Care Services

Garden Services

Guttering

Hair & Beauty

Health & Fitness

Home

Maintenance

THE WEEK IN
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0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Fencing

Advertising

Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Architectural

Services
Garden Services

Antiques &

Collectables

Home Help
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

IT & Computers

REPAIRS, NEW AND

USED COMPUTERS OR

ACCESSORIES.   

Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

Logs

Painting

& Decorating

Painting

& Decorating

Plastering

Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING

SERVICES.   

For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Therapies

TVs

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Windows & Doors

Windows & Doors

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.

Qualified tradesman.

Efficient /reliable.

References available 

07861 898902 / 01275

831696 or visit our website

djamesdecorating.com   

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book

the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or

specific insertion dates as

long as the total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Wanted

To LetSewing Lessons
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