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More concerns about knock-on effect of Bath’s clean air zone
More concerns have been raised about the effect that the

Council, fears were voiced that A36 and A46 traffic will

development is planned.

proposed clean air zone in Bath will have on surrounding

use the A37 as a diversion, causing even more pollution

NO2 levels in Bath exceed European limits and the

communities.

and traffic chaos in the villages on the route including

Government has ordered B&NES Council to have

At a recent meeting of Publow with Pensford Parish

Pensford and Whitchurch, where massive housing

reduction measures in place by 2021. The western edge
would be set at Royal Victoria Park on Upper Bristol Road
and just beyond Oldfield Park on Lower Bristol Road.
The council has been currently consulting on the proposals
which would mean a car would incur a £9 unless it was
either electric or had a Euro 4, 5 or 6 petrol engine
(typically registered post 2006) or a Euro 6 diesel
(typically after 2015). Buses, coaches and lorries with preEuro 6 diesel engines would be charged £100.
The consultation ends next Monday (26th November).
A petition on the 38 Degrees website calling for the idea
of a clean air zone to be scrapped now has almost 5,000
signatures.
Continued on page 3
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Bristol carbon
neutral by 2030?

Whitchurch Village

More concerns about
knock-on effect of
Bath’s clean air zone
Continued from page 1
The petition says it is a tax on the poor and
will lead to rat running.
Meanwhile Cllr Paul May, who represents
Whitchurch and Publow on B&NES
Council, has called a public meeting at the
Royal British Legion in Staunton Lane next

Tuesday (27th November) at 7.30pm to
update local residents on the proposals, for
2,500 homes that planners suggest are
needed at Whitchurch, which the community
is vehemently opposed to.
More traffic concerns, Soapbox, page 26
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Bristol City Council aims to
make the city carbon neutral
by 2030, bringing forward its
target by 20 years.
At last week’s council
meeting, a Green Party
motion received cross-party
support, committing Bristol
to the most ambitious climate
change target of any UK
major city.
Carla Denyer
The motion was a reaction to
the recent IPCC report which concluded we have only 12 years to make changes to
prevent global warming rising above 1.5 degrees Celsius.
The motion was put forward by Green Party councillor Carla Denyer. Reacting to its
adoption, she said: “This is a fantastic day for Bristol and I’m delighted the council
will be bringing forward its target for carbon neutrality to 2030. The IPCC report made
it clear that time to preserve Earth as we know it is running out. We can’t wait for the
UN or national governments to negotiate when we have just 12 years to act – we have
to show how it’s done and commit to ambitious action at the level of cities, which we
did.”
Fellow councillor Steve Clark added: “The next step is to ensure that this evening’s
commitments are followed by ambitious action. Over the coming years, Greens will
continue to hold Bristol Council to account on today’s decision, no matter what party
is in power.
“We know that 2030 is a big commitment for the city and to meet this target an
awareness of carbon emissions will have to factor into every decision the council
takes. We look forward to the Mayor reporting back to us in six months on what action
he will take.”
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City council challenged
over Park & Ride
Sunday opening
Public transport campaigner
David Redgewell is calling
on Bristol City Council to
open Park & Ride sites on
Sundays in the run-up to
Christmas as they did last
year.
Although P&R sites don’t
operate on Sundays, Mr
Redgewell said that not
opening them at this time of
Brislington Park & Ride
year is a “recipe for
gridlock”, particularly as in September the city council introduced Sunday and evening
parking charges in the city centre.
Last week we asked the city council to comment but had not had a response as we
went to print.
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The A420 in Wick

Abson Road
reopens but 6
more months of
disruption in
Wick now loom
After being closed for seven months for
extensive drainage improvements, the
road between Wick and Pucklechurch
finally reopened on Monday.
As part of South Gloucestershire Council’s
Flood Resilience Project, StreetCare teams
worked across four different sections
of Abson Road. Improvements have
included replacing or upgrading 20
gullies and installing 20 new gullies,
installing and upgrading 900 metres of pipe,
installing 10 new manholes, laying 100
metres of new kerbing, lining 300 metres of
piping and creating 500 metres of new
ditching.
The council said it had found more problems
than CCTV surveys had initially shown.
Whilst Abson Road has reopened, some
further works will be necessary in side roads
including Rock Road, Lodge Road and
Cleeve Lane and the council says it will
provide further information on any closures
as soon as possible.

As part of the Flood Resilience Project,
improvements will be made to the drainage
system on the A420 through Wick with the
planned start date on site being Monday 18th
February. The work could go on well into
next summer.
Residents in the area will be receiving a letter
informing them of the scheme and anyone
interested in the work is invited to a drop-in
session on Tuesday 4th December from 3pm
to 6pm at Wick Village Hall.
The council says: “We anticipate carrying
out most of this work under two-way
temporary traffic lights. However, there may
be occasions when we need to close parts of
the High Street on the A420 between the
junction with Manor Road and the junction
with Court Road.
“Access for residents and businesses in the
High Street will be maintained during any
closure period and a signed diversion route
will be in place. This scheme is expected to
take up to six months to complete.”

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Could you
be a
firefigher?
Avon Fire & Rescue
Service (AF&RS) are
looking for wholetime
firefighters.
Aspiring firefighters will
be able to register via the
Yes You Can website for
an eligibility screening.
Following
this,
applicants will undergo
several tests before being
able to complete their
online application form
between 11th and 19th
December.
The processes will
combinate
in
16
firefighters
being
selected for a training
school next May.
For more details on the
application process and
further
dates,
visit
https://www.yesyoucan.c
areers/wholetime/joining
-us

New independent group
announces its first candidates
From a standing start just one year ago, Bath
and North East Somerset Independent Group
(BIG) has brought together a group of
concerned residents and local business people
who are aiming to take control of the unitary
authority and run it for the benefit of all
residents, “free of interference from
Westminster”.
So far the group is fielding five candidates at the
local elections in May 2019. They include Jess
Milton who will be standing in Keynsham South.
BIG says it is time for real, positive change in
local politics and the way to get the best for
communities is to have a council made up of
councillors working together, not point scoring
against each other.
Once elected, BIG says its councillors would work
together with common aims, using an agreed set
of principles of open and transparent government.
Jess Milton is bidding to be the youngest female
councillor in B&NES. With experience in events
organising, communications, social media, and
networking, she says he is putting herself forward
as a candidate for BIG “because it presents a way
to bring all the passion and motivation I have for
activism, into the organised system of politics”.
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From left, BIG candidates Stephen Taylor, Nola
Edwards, Jess Milton, Emma Adams, Molly Conisbee

She added: “BIG enables collaboration between a
diverse group of determined people, and I am
proud to be part of that group.
“It is time for change; we will develop a
compelling vision for this most beautiful, exciting
part of the South West. We will introduce policies

that build for a long-term future, not just until the
next elections.”
BIG is funded by its supporters and the annual
subscription is £5. group and it has supporters in
every ward in the area.
To find out more visit https://bigindependents.org/
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South Glos Council
launches consultation on
suicide prevention report
Every suicide is a tragedy and impacts on
friends, family, support services, health care
professionals and society as a whole.
However, suicides are not inevitable and
there are many ways in which services,
communities, individuals and society can
prevent them.
South Gloucestershire Council has drawn up
a draft suicide prevention strategy for 20192021 in which it aims to share national and
local information on deaths by suicide and
related policy and guidance, and to outline
the approach to suicide prevention in the
district.
Although the suicide rate in South Glos is
lower than the average for England or the
South West, the council says it recognises the
enormous impact that each has and will work
together to provide support to promote
mental health and wellbeing and prevent
suicide.
The strategy sets out proposed key aims,

intentions and areas of focus for the council
and partner organisations and people are
invited to give their feedback.
A detailed action plan to address the
strategy’s aims will be developed alongside
the strategy, to be overseen by the South Glos
Mental Health Partnership and updated at
least every year.
The most recent audit found that in the three
years between 2015 and 2017 there were 54
deaths from suicide in South Gloucestershire
– an average of 18 per year. Consistent with
national trends, the rate of suicide among
men was over three-and-a-half times that
among women.
The consultation is open until Friday 1st
February.
You can read the strategy on the council’s
website (search under Consultations) and
take part in the online survey or pick up a
paper copy of the survey from libraries or
One Stop Shops.

Keeping an eye on parking company
ParkingEye, the company that manages
many private car parks including the one at
Emersons Green Village Hall, Aldi and the
Gallagher Retail Park at Longwell Green,
and the Royal United Hospital in Bath, has
recently been sold for £235m.
The business, which was established in 2004,
now manages 3,500 car parks on behalf of

organisations using automatic number plate
recognition (ANPR). For the last five years
the company has been owned by the Capita
Group which has now agreed to the takeover
by a subsidiary of the Australian group
Macquarie.
Last year ParkingEye made an operating
profit of £14m on turnover of £40m.
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UKIP chooses candidate to
stand in North East Somerset
UKIP’s Bath and North East Somerset
branch has announced that Simon
Smedley is the party’s Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate for the North
East Somerset constituency.
Mr Smedley gained a degree in Urban Estate
Management and then qualified as a
chartered surveyor. He speaks Italian, French
and German. He worked in London and then
in Bristol in the commercial property sector.
He has also worked on secondment to the
Prison Service in London and has seen inside
many prisons, which he says has provided
him with an insight into our penal system
and the workings of Whitehall.
Mr Smedley moved from London to
Somerset in 2001 with his family and has
three children. He has been a local
churchwarden for 10 years and is keen on,
amongst other things, country life, walking,
pubs, squash, flying, motoring and
politics/current events.
He says his priorities are to keep up the
pressure for Brexit and continue to fight to

Simon Smedley

deliver the decision of the British people:
“Our country has a strong future. I believe
anything worth having is worth fighting for
and we must continue to wrangle our country
back from the politically correct sheep who
would give up and give away our country’s
hard-won freedoms and privileges to those
who shout loudest.
“The biggest challenge facing humanity is
population crisis and we must open our
hearts to the world, but not our borders, nor
our long established and cherished way of
life.”

Business networking
group to relaunch
The Downend Business Community group is
holding a relaunch event on Tuesday 11th
December at the Bristol & Bath Science Park
at Emersons Green.
The event run from 6pm to 8pm and is free

for all local businesses – tickets are needed
though and you can book them on the
Eventbrite website.
You can also find out more about the
relaunch on the group’s Facebook page.
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The challenge facing our
It’s hardly headline news that our high streets are
facing multiple challenges at the moment and that
retailers in particular are feeling the combined
effect of austerity and a change in purchasing
habits.
Household names such as Mothercare, House of Fraser,
Homebase, New Look and Debenhams have all
featured in news stories nationally or locally because
they have either ceased to exist or been forced to take
drastic action in response to perilous financial
conditions. But when you study some of the figures
recently released by the Local Data Company, which
monitors 3,000 different locations throughout the
United Kingdom, the situation really comes into sharp
focus.
As we approach the end of 2018, there are 1,000 retail
businesses in administration, 50,000 empty shops and
85,000 staff have lost their jobs so far this year.
Between January and June, 24,000 retail businesses
closed (up 17%) while 19,800 opened (down 2%). The
resulting shortfall of 4,400 is twice the largest figure
ever recorded previously.
It is probably no surprise that among the main losers
have been pubs, electrical goods stores and fashion,
where over a quarter of all sales are now online. But
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they are not the only high street outlets under threat.
The report also shows a decline in newsagents and
estate agents while the restaurant trade (which
traditionally has a high rate of attrition) has seen big
names, such as Jamie’s Italian, Prezzo and Byron, in
trouble.
On the plus side, those businesses bucking the trend
with increased numbers of openings include barber
shops, beauty salons, shoe repairs and vaping shops.
Many readers will no doubt be able to relate these
findings to what is going on in their own high street.
Suffice it to say, the Local Data Company report also
breaks down the net gains and losses by region, and the
South West is where the effects are least pronounced.
The North East and West Midlands are currently
suffering the most. However, the retail industry
employs three million people nationwide and instore
sales have just recorded their ninth consecutive
negative month. Many are bracing themselves for the
traditional pre-Christmas period which traditionally
dictates retail performance for the year.
Quite how the national position squares with those
running South Gloucestershire Council is unclear at the
moment. The decision last month by the Secretary of
State for Housing, Communities & Local Government

to block plans to increase The Mall at Cribbs Causeway
by 50% was described by council leader Toby Savage
as “disappointing”. Others on the council saw it as a
massive opportunity for employment and hoped the
decision could be overturned. But the reason Secretary
of State James Brokenshire threw out the plan was
because of the potentially devastating effect an extra
35,000sq m of shops would have on local high streets
in places such as Downend, Kingswood, Hanham and
even as far away as Keynsham.
Many of these local communities are already actively
working to counter the slowdown in spending and
increase of online purchasing through innovative
projects and increased marketing, but they also need
help. The “we need small, independent shops” mantra
is no longer sufficient and, as we have reported
recently, in places like Hanham and Keynsham, more
is being done to actually make them attractive
destinations first.
High business rates are consistently cited as one of the
main challenges facing retail businesses, both large and
small, and the recent Budget announcement of financial
aid, although currently short on detail, is a sign that
Government is perhaps listening.
Another is rent. As has been highlighted in the ongoing

The Week in • Wednesday 21st November 2018

high streets
House of Fraser restructuring, many retail
properties are owned by investment
companies and pension funds who tend to
take a longer-term view on investments. If
nobody is prepared to pay the going rate,
they are happy for a shop to sit empty until
someone does.
There are signs that this may be changing
and some of the ideas Government is
being urged to consider is a change in
planning policy to allow easier change of
use from retail to other community use or
residential. Another is for local councils to
keep a landlord register, with fines for
those who leave shops empty for longer

than a set period.
Our three local authorities are currently
working on their next local plans –
economic blueprints which must also
accommodate the ambitious housing and
infrastructure requirements of the West of
England Joint Spatial Plan. As will be
demonstrated this week during B&NES
Council’s current public engagement
forums, town centres such as Keynsham
have a vital role in those plans.
The B&NES Local Plan drop-in session,
including proposals for the High Street
takes place at The Space tomorrow
(Thursday) from 3.30pm to 7pm.

Longwell Records named
runner-up in UK competition
And to prove it is not all doom and gloom on our high streets, Keynsham record store
Longwell Records came runner-up in a national competition to find the Best Small Shop.
Last month, Iain Aitchison learnt he had made the shortlist of 24 finalists in this year’s
competition and was invited to the awards presentation last week at the Houses of
Parliament. Longwell Records finished joint second behind a bookshop and café based
in the Scottish borders.
When Iain Aitchison launched his business in Temple Street, it was his first venture in
retail. As well as taking advantage of the revival of vinyl, he has supported a lot of music
events in the town and has managed to bring top artists to the store for record launches
and signings. Earlier this month Razorlight played an acoustic set which proved so
popular Iain had to hire The Space to hold it.
The Best Small Shop competition is run by Indie Retail, a group which “aims to educate
and raise awareness amongst the general public about the benefits of shopping with
retailers who can offer the specialist knowledge, service and choice”. According to Indie
Retail, between 50p and 70p of every £1 spent in independent shops circulates back into
the local economy.
At last week’s presentation event Ruth George MP, Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Small Shops, told those attending that she was delighted to "celebrate the
creativity you bring to your businesses and the contribution you make to your
communities. Strong independent retailers bring people into town centres."

Kingswood town centre

Sudoku
1-Easy

Iain Aitchison

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 25th November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
One-way survey was
inadequate
Dear Editor
As a young local resident and employee of
Costa Coffee (Keynsham) I have significant
issues with the one-way system through
Keynsham High Street.
Firstly, I would like to say the main issue that
has escalated since the ‘trial’ of the system
is the amount of traffic and congestion it has
caused. Since the trial was implemented,
surrounding areas to the High Street have
seen a massive increase in congestion;
particularly Ashton Way, Avon Mill Lane,
Bath Hill, Bath Road, Wellsway and
Charlton Road, thus affecting nearby areas
such as Saltford, Brislington and Longwell
Green.
It takes longer for people to get in and out of
Keynsham in peak rush hours and people
have started not travelling through or to
Keynsham as it takes too long.
As Costa is within the one-way system, I
believe that as a business we should have
been formally asked if the system is affecting
us and just how much trade we have lost, as
well as surrounding businesses, before any
decisions were made to make the system
permanent.
I do not recall being asked and I have noticed
a substantial drop in customers and have
spoken to other businesses who feel they
have experienced the same. With a lack of
trade and tourism in Keynsham anyway, due
to the closure of many popular shops, we
need our brands to stay so that people have
somewhere to go but unfortunately, with the
system permanently in place, I fear our shops
and businesses will fail.
Also, I would like to point out that with the
number of houses being built in nearly every
part of Keynsham, whilst still retaining the
same road infrastructure, there will be much
more congestion without the matter of a oneway system. Following much research of my
own, I have concluded that the idea of the
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one-way system isn’t a popular one. The
residents of Keynsham were apparently
given the opportunity to take a short survey
expressing their views of the system,
however many of our customers, friends and
family were completely unaware that there
was ever a survey published or even that one
had taken place!
Given the importance and obvious negative
effect this system is having, should B&NES
have taken the time to actually post a
questionnaire to all Keynsham residents, I
wonder? Or was this not done for a reason?
Considering the amount of money that has
already been apparently ploughed into this
scheme, I cannot believe that cost to send out
questionnaires would be the reason.
I also notice that there has not been a single
comment by any member of B&NES to the
recent comments on this system!
Jade White

Gridlock prediction for
Hicks Gate & Keynsham
Dear Editor
Look out Keynsham! B&NES planners have
now submitted their revised official Local
Plan for public consultation, and Keynsham
residents have another chance to find out
what is being cooked up for the future.
The centrepiece for Keynsham is the
development in North Keynsham. This is
mainly located between the main railway
line and River Avon and runs from the Brass
Mill pub to include Avon Valley Country
Park. The area will include the north link
road which is intended to reduce traffic
heading into Keynsham via Bath Road. But
any benefit will be short-lived as 1,400
houses will be located along it. (This is
equivalent to nearly two fully completed
Somerdale developments – and Somerdale is
only about half built at present).
But this is not the biggest problem with
B&NES Local Plan. It totally fails to
recognise what will happen to Keynsham in

the light of other developments further
afield. A new, and much-needed, orbital link
road will connect the A37 south of
Whitchurch village to Hicks Gate
roundabout. However, this road will permit
1,600 new houses (equivalent to two
Somerdales) to be sited to the south east of
Whitchurch; effectively sitting astride
Woollard Lane (leading to Charlton Road).
Furthermore, under Bristol’s Local Plan, the
orbital road will extend past the A37 at
Whitchurch to run adjacent to something like
three Somerdales worth of housing (numbers
not finalised) to be located at Hengrove. This
is part of 11,000 new houses (or 14
Somerdales) planned for South Bristol.
Bristol’s Local Plan also puts 750 homes
(another Somerdale) on the current
Brislington Park & Ride site with
development extending through former
Green Belt right up to the Bristol/B&NES
boundary.
How will this affect sleepy old Keynsham?
The existing problem of Hicks Gate
congestion and associated tailbacks on its
approach roads, means that many drivers try
to avoid it. Hence, arterial roads linking
Keynsham town centre to the outside world
have already become congested with through
traffic, much of which is non-Keynsham
residents simply using the town to shorten
their journey times.
Hicks Gate will now have to accommodate
one more major road (the new orbital link to
Whitchurch) plus access both to and from the
re-sited Park & Ride. This makes an
effective total of six connections onto this

junction. Unless planners can make the
highly complex junction at Hicks Gate
actually work, and keep traffic flowing on its
approach roads, vehicles will be flooding
down Charlton Road and Keynsham Road
and using all sorts of other devious routes
along Keynsham’s narrow arterial roads to
avoid it.
B&NES planners are holding a consultation
display at The Space (above Keynsham
Library) tomorrow (Thursday) between
3.30pm and 7.30pm.
If Keynsham residents think that this letter is
a load of old tosh, they can do what they all
did at the last consultation – absolutely
nothing. Far better to go along. Seriously
question traffic implications of North
Keynsham. Most important of all, ask how
B&NES planners will prevent massive
traffic queues at the expanded Hicks Gate
roundabout site and subsequent gridlock in
Keynsham.
Ask for comments slips and LEAVE YOUR
COMMENTS IN WRITING!
Clive Honeychurch
Keynsham resident

Saltford should take fair
share of new homes
Dear Editor
I totally agree with M O'Regan's letter in
Issue 551 regarding the Green Belt.
The fact is young people are struggling to get
on the housing ladder and too many people
are homeless. Keynsham and Whitchurch
have taken the bulk of the housing
development in the area. Why should
Saltford not take its share?
The old village, brass mill and river area
need protecting but there is nothing special
about the rest of Saltford. It is a linear village
in between two cities within easy commuter
distance to each and with good public
transport, plus a cycle route, and is well
suited to take its share of new housing.
Mrs J A Hawkes

The Week in • Wednesday 21st November 2018

LETTERS

Safety concerns over
damaged wall
Dear Editor
Yes, it’s been a year since a hit-and-run
driver knocked over a bus shelter and wall in
Cadbury Heath Road.
The shelter and bus time display have long
since been replaced but the wall and rubble
remain untouched.
Is this bus stop area safe for the public to
use?
L Lovell

Trust is lacking
Dear Editor
Re your article on last week’s front page –
‘Trustees reject criticism over running of
community centre’ - Kevin Lawrence and his
trustees have responded to criticism at the
recent Hanham District Green Belt
Conservation Society meeting of their
running of the Hanham Community Centre
with statements including saying they adhere
to their constitution as approved by the
Charity Commission.
What they fail to add is that THEY drew up
the current constitution which basically gives
them carte blanche to do exactly as they
please!
I seriously doubt if the admitted time-

constrained Charity Commission ever
bothered to check it.
They also claim they are on three-year terms
of office. True. What they also fail to
mention is that they then re-elect themselves
back into office for another three years. What
happens if anyone objects to this? They are
ignored. Yes, they have also appointed two
new trustees this year. Trustees they
interviewed, vetted, and decided whether or
not to accept.
Imagine any leader of a political party or any
public body re-electing themselves in
perpetuity. That is not a democratically-run
organisation that claims to be “for the benefit
of the community of Hanham”.
There are no votes made by members
regarding the election of trustees and I
believe any meetings are held behind closed
doors. Asking for minutes of the last AGM
is met with "You will have to see Mr
Lawrence”.
A colleague of mine who has crossed swords
with the trustees tried to renew his
membership recently. He was handed a very
long form that included him needing to be
seconded by other members. They are now
not only deciding who will be a trustee but
also who can actually join the centre!
A neighbour of mine did get to talk to them
last year. He asked them bluntly if they were
going to put the issue of disposing of the
cricket pitch to their members. Mr Lawrence
replied: "We might". I will allow members
and the community to make up their own
minds about that sort of statement.
Mr Lawrence also stated in the article that
"The trustees are happy to discuss queries
with people". However it appears not with
Chris Skidmore our local MP who has asked
for that very thing.
He also states that the conservation society
should support their aims to improve the
centre. I am sure they would, Mr Lawrence,
so long as it did not involve concreting over
a Green Belt conservation area that may well
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be the site of the original Hanham, and
destroying a quintessential piece of England,
i.e. a local cricket pitch!
Finally the trustees are on record as claiming
it was not them who put in an objection to
the cricket pitch being granted Designated
Green Space status some months ago. It was
the proposed developer. However, I note the
trustees did not lodge an objection to a
developer putting in planning proposals on a
parcel of land they didn't actually own!
Trustees? Sorry but I for one don’t trust you.
T Lawrence
(no relation)

Silver band’s letter of
thanks
Dear Stephen
Crofts End Silver Band and I would like to
say a very big thank you to The Week In
which has been fantastic media in
publicising articles that l and our band
secretary Denise Towey have sent in over the
last few months.
It has enabled us to express our concerns
regarding the falling in popularity of local
brass bands in the community, some who
now struggle to keep going due to a decline
in the number of incoming brass musicians.
I also mentioned the impact this had on
events like Remembrance Day services who
might find it difficult to find a supporting
band for the occasion.
Because of your kind support in including
our articles in your publications, l am proud
to say that we were able to honour our
engagements and support our local
Remembrance Day Service at Warmley and
also at the lighting of the beacon on Siston
Hill. In fact, we received a lot of interest and
enquiries resulting in Crofts End Silver Band
gaining new players and even a very
experienced musical director, Allen St John.
Back in early October you published an
article that l had sent you regarding the loss
of our band chairman Reg Hall who sadly

Reg Hall

passed away due to illness. He was a muchloved and valued member and the band was
his pride and joy. He is still very much
missed but as a tribute we are putting on a
memorial concert this coming Saturday
(24th November) at the United Reformed
Church in Tabernacle Road, Hanham,
starting at 7pm. Tickets are £5 on the door.
Refreshments are included.
Proceeds from the concert will be going to
his chosen charity, Macmillan Cancer
Support. Also at the concert, we will be
formally announcing the official handover of
the baton to the new MD Allen St John who
will be taking over from Colin Cunliffe.
Colin had initially stepped in to take the band
on for a temporary period. But two years on
and having relocated to another part of the
country, he has worked hard with the band
and been really dedicated to keeping the
band going whilst we were looking for a
replacement MD.
We still have potential to grow as a full band
and would welcome returning musicians
who may not have played for several years
to come and join us, especially in the bass,
horn, trombone and cornet sections; also any
percussionists would be welcomed too! We
meet at the United Reformed Church in
Tabernacle Road, Hanham, on Friday
evenings from 7.30pm.
Contact on Denise on 07944 887979 or me,
Claire, on 07421 386860/ 01173 306928
Claire Drummond
Crofts End Silver Band
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LETTERS
Warning over car park limit
Dear Editor
I would like to warn other unsuspecting pensioners about the
potential risks of parking in the Lidl car park in Halls Road,
Kingswood.
I made the mistake of parking there recently to visit Specsavers in
Kings Chase. My wife, who can't walk far, and I both had
appointments around 11am, but they had asked us to arrive at least
15 minutes early so that initial tests could be done.
Unfortunately, everything took longer than we expected, and it was
nearly 12.30pm before we left Specsavers. We then bought some
fruit and veg in Turners, and a few things in Boots and Wilko. It
was just after 1pm when we made our way back to the car park.
At that time, I firmly believed that there was a three-hour parking
limit, similar to the car park at Emersons Green.
Three days later, I received a parking charge of £90, for exceeding
the two-hour allowance. My wife and I had suffered a few stressful
days, so to avoid making it worse, I decided to pay the reduced
charge of £45, but registered an appeal with Athena ANPR,
providing evidence of shopping in the centre.
The following day I received an unsigned email, giving me their
kind regards, but telling me I couldn't appeal because I had paid.
The risk of not paying, and waiting for their adjudication, would
have, more than likely, resulted in me having to pay the full charge,
and added to the stress we were under.
Although there are signs, they are high up on posts and I don't
believe can be read easily. The signs at Emersons Green can be read,
clearly, from 20-30 feet away or more.
It is fortunate that, on this occasion, we had enough money to pay
the reduced charge, but other pensioners may not be in such a
position. Athena ANPR Ltd don’t seem to give a monkey’s about
the older generation, or any predicament you might have
accidentally got into.
Just a warning to everyone, leading up to Christmas.
JM

New railway DVD in
time for Christmas
Local film maker 1st Take has just released its latest DVD
in time for Christmas.
‘Bristol’s Railway Stations’ is a journey, 10 minutes short of
two hours, around the stations used by Bristolians for their work
or leisure over the last two centuries. Staring at Brunel’s
masterpiece of Temple Meads, the film visits more than 40
stations and halts, some sadly long closed, which have been key
to the region’s transport infrastructure.
Locally this includes Mangotsfield, Fishponds and St Anne’s
Park. The delightful heritage railway at Bitton naturally features
heavily. Further afield, the role of Stapleton Road, for many
years Bristol’s main rail link to South Wales, is remembered,
as well as stations such as Clifton, Ashton Gate, Sea Mills and
Avonmouth.

Bitton Station
Filming at Parkway

Concert in aid of
children’s hospice

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

2. Slight wound (7)

1. Cougar (4)

7. Merge (4)

2. Withered (4)

8. Religious image (4)

3. Niche (6)

9. Declaims (7)

4. Choice morsel (6)

10. Ceremonial staff (4) 5. Snake's sound (4)
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This very special tour is enhanced by dramatic modern film,
rare historic photographs and archive film excerpts, and is
guided by Bristol-based author Mike Oakley, who has written
a number of popular books on West Country railway stations.
It ends triumphantly with the brand new electrification of the
line between Bristol Parkway and London, which will help to
deliver the full benefits of the new ultra-modern, high-speed
Intercity Express trains.
To order your copy visit www.1st-take.com or see the special
offer on page 13.

12. Healing skin (4)

6. Bright star (4)

15. Savoury jelly (5)

10. Interpret wrongly (7)

17. Bends over (6)

11. Chuckle (7)

18. Pact (6)

13. Early piano (7)

19. Snare (6)

14. Blade fixed to rifle (7)

21. Allot (6)

15. Dismay (5)

22. Serving spoon (5)

16. Earthenware pot (5)

23. Act (4)

20. Clergyman (6)

26. Unruly child (4)

21. Llama-like animal (6)

28. Terrace (anag.) (7)

24. Wicked (4)

29. Flightless bird (4)

25. Fall in drops (4)

30. Cease (4)

26. Finest (4)

31. Frozen dessert (7)

27. English river (4)

A Christmas concert by the community choir Nomine
will be held at St Mary’s Church in Bitton on Saturday
1st December at 2.45pm in aid of the Children’s Hospice
South West. Nomine perform around the area in aid of
the hospice. Entrance to the concert is free and there will
be a retiring collection. To find out more about Nomine
visit http://www.webjam2.com/nomine_bristol
Meanwhile the Gilbert & Sullivan Concert held at St
Mary’s last month raised £448.50 for church funds.
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Advertising feature

Welcome home!
We invite you to join those who are finding a home in
Freedom Church, Kingswood. Like them, you could
discover a community of ordinary people who have
encountered Jesus Christ and experienced freedom from
hopelessness, shame and despair. Those who are
exploring or new to faith alongside those who once went
to church are coming home as they find acceptance at
Freedom Church.
As a church we too have come home. Our heritage is here in
Kingswood. In the 18th century, thousands of people
encountered Jesus and experienced freedom as John Wesley
invested his life in sharing and demonstrating the good news
of Jesus Christ.
This Christmas Jesus invites you home. He left his heavenly
home and came into this world because of his love for us.
Sometimes the festive lights of Christmas can’t overcome
feelings of dark despair. That’s why Jesus came. We needed
a light that can extinguish the darkness. Just before Jesus
described himself as the Light of the World, some religious
leaders tried to trap him into condemning a woman who was
in a very dark place. Jesus showed mercy when the world
was against her. Maybe you feel like that. Jesus came for you
too. We are a church with a difference: over the past year we
have enjoyed working alongside the Friends of Kingswood
Park. Being out in the community is something we love and
so on the first Sunday of each month we meet in Kingswood
Park at 11am. Why not join us for hot drinks and pastries,
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John Townley

games, stories and crafts? All other Sundays we meet in
King’s Oak Academy at 11am where we would love to

welcome you home.
Find out more at www.wearefreedomchurch.co.uk
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South Glos headteachers
outline funding crisis
The state of education in South Gloucestershire has been
starkly outlined by headteachers who are calling for the
“serious under-funding” of schools to be raised with the
Secretary of State for Education as a matter of urgency.
South Gloucestershire has always been one of the worstfunded local authorities and is now the lowest funded
authority per pupil - 150th out of 150 in the country.
In a statement, Jon Bird, who chairs the South
Gloucestershire Primary Heads Executive, and Mark
Freeman, branch secretary of the National Association of
Head Teachers, say the recent heads’ executive survey and
the current local authority funding consultation demonstrate
“serious issues” faced by schools, with not enough funding
to maintain high quality provision.
They say: “These pressures are so great that we fear some of
our schools may even be unable to meet statutory
responsibilities, in relation to curriculum provision, health
and safety or special educational needs.”
There are considerable and increasing cost pressures around
expanding existing special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND) provision in South Glos, particularly when children
need to be transported to more distant, out-of-area special
school provision at an average cost £20,000 per annum.
The Conservatives who run the council say a big part of the
answer to these pressures is to ensure the authority has
enough places in South Glos to control costs and provide
something better for local young people. A major £5.8m
expansion of Warmley Park School, which caters for SEND
pupils, has just been completed
The council is consulting on switching £3m from general
funding to special needs. The consultation closes on Sunday
(25th November).
In their consultation response, the NAHT and Primary Heads
Executive say SEND costs continue to out-grow funding,
meaning that by March 2017, the deficit was £6.5m.
Projections show the cumulative deficit likely to be £12.5m
by the end of March 2019.
“As headteachers, we are greatly concerned that this deficit
is increasing, and many of us are questioning why further
restorative action has not been taken sooner.
“The recent funding consultation sent to schools proposes a
further £3m transfer of funds to address the growing deficit.
It proposes three options which seek to take this money either
from the Schools Block, High Needs Block or both. Any of
these options are likely to lead some schools to breaking
point.”
They say they recognise the need for actions to increase incounty specialist provision, further develop in-school and
inter-school early help for SEN, and reduce the numbers and
costs of Education and Health Care Plans (EHCPs): “We will
continue to work with the LA in these areas. However, we
wish to add our voice to numerous campaigns for increased
funding for schools and a review of SEN funding, in order
to enable schools to continue to meet the needs of all pupils.
“We encourage schools, teaching staff, parents and governors
to respond to the funding consultation with a response of:
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South Glos Council leader Toby Savage is pictured with headteacher Lisa
Parker, staff and students at Warmley Park School

‘We approve none of the three options and request that the
serious under-funding of South Gloucestershire schools is
raised with the Secretary of State for Education, as a matter
of urgency.’ ”
The Week In asked the three MPs in South Glos – Chris
Slidmore (Kingswood), Jack Lopresti (Filton & Bradley
Stoke) and Luke Hall (Thornbury & Yate) to respond to the
concerns raised. So far we have only had a response from Mr
Skidmore who told us he has consistently campaigned for
fairer school funding.
“We had success when last year the Government introduced
a new national funding formula, which saw school funding
in South Gloucestershire increase by just under £8m or 4.8%
over two years - significantly higher than the national
average increase and therefore beginning to close this historic
funding gap.
“What has happened since then are rising costs in our local
education system, principally around special educational
needs and disabilities and the lack of available local specialist
provision. This has meant that too many of our most
vulnerable young people are being sent out of South
Gloucestershire with the very significant travel costs that
brings. I therefore welcome the £6m expansion of Warmley
Park Special School, the plans for a new special free school
on the former Soundwell City of Bristol Campus and other

capital projects, which will provide more local specialist
school places at lower cost to the taxpayer.
“I'm pleased South Gloucestershire Council continues to be
an active member of the F40 group of campaigning councils
and will continue to push for fairer school funding alongside
schools, teachers, parents and pupils as I always have done."
• The current BBC2 documentary School, featuring an
academic year in the Castle School Education Trust, which
includes Mangotsfield School, highlights the impact of
budget cuts. It airs on Tuesdays at 9pm.
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Proposed changes at
Lyde Green car park
South Gloucestershire Council is
proposing changes to the length of time
vehicles can stay in the Lyde Green car
park.
As the site is primarily used as a Park &
Ride site, where bus services start at 6am
and the last bus returns after 9pm, the
council acknowledges that the current 12hour restriction is not sufficient for the
operational hours for the bus service.
It is also intended to accommodate two car
club vehicle parking places along with

future provision for electric vehicle
charging points. Both parking place
provisions would have unlimited time
restrictions.
You can find out more about the planned
scheme and have your say at
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation
The deadline for comments is 4th
December. If you do not have internet
access and would like a paper copy of all
the information and questionnaire, call
01454 864673.

Iceland plans to open
in Emersons Green
Retailer Iceland is planning to take over the
unit previously occupied by Poundworld in
The Village in Emersons Green.
The unit, which sits between Boots and Lidl,

is currently empty.
Iceland has told The Week In that it hopes to
open during the first quarter of 2019.
We will keep you updated.

Equestrian sale
The Avon branch of the British Horse Society has organised an equestrian table-top sale
on Sunday (25th November) from 10am to 1pm at Warmley Community Centre.
It will be a chance to meet the local BHS committee.
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Teenage photographer’s
calendar raises funds
for HorseWorld
A Keynsham teenager has produced a calendar
in aid of her favourite charity HorseWorld.
Bonnie Brown, 13, visits HorseWorld at
Whitchurch once a week on a course run by the
education charity ASDAN (Award Scheme
Development & Accreditation Network) aimed at
motivating and enhancing learners' confidence,
self-esteem and resilience.
Bonnie, who is home schooled, is a keen
photographer, loves spending time at HorseWorld
and decided to raise funds for the charity by taking
pictures through the seasons for a 2019 calendar.
Her family’s business, I J McGill Transport in
Keynsham, covered the printing costs of the
calendar which is now on sale in time for
Christmas. As well as featuring lovely photos of
some of the rescue horses that are cared for at
HorseWorld’s Keynes Farm site, it helpfully lists
all the charity’s open days in 2019.
A total of 250 calendars have been produced and
they are on sale at equestrian shops including CJ
Puddy Saddlery at Marksbury and A Nichols Cow
Mills at Warmley. They will also be on sale at tack

Bonnie at HorseWorld

sales. The price is a suggested donation of £10 to
HorseWorld.
Bonnie, who has many pets of her own including a
pony, hopes to pursue a career in animal care.

Bonnie with her calendar

Tidy-up at nature reserve
Volunteers are invited to join the autumn clean-up at Callington Road Nature Reserve in Brislington
on Saturday (24th November).
All equipment is provided, just meet at the pond at 2pm. The clean-up runs until 4pm.
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A new
of bell

More Remembrance events
Soldier is honoured,
generation
102 years after his death
ringers

Along with other communities across the nation, the bells rang out in Bitton on Remembrance
Sunday to mark the centenary of the Armistice.
Joining the bell ringers at St Mary’s Church in the village was eight-year-old Ada Thomas
who grandparents Julie and Nigel Scudamore regularly ring the bells.
Ada learnt to ring for Remembrance Sunday as part of an initiative called Ringing
Remembers. 1,400 bell ringers hailing from across the UK died during the First World War
and Ringing Remembers asked people to honour their memory by becoming one of 1,400
new bell ringers. To date more than 2,600 new ringers have come forward.
All new ringers were awarded a Remembrance badge which Ada is wearing.

Compton Dando’s Armistice Centenary Committee added a name to the village memorial
ahead of Remembrance Sunday.
The village lost three soldiers who died between 1914-1916. However only two had been
listed on the memorial – Ben Harding and Henry Harvey.
Frederick Light was born in 1890 and lived with his parents in Compton Dando before
emigrating to Australia in 1910. He joined the Australian forces in July 1915 and was killed
in action in France on 23rd July 1916. His name has now been inscribed alongside the others.

From left, Ada Thomas. Nigel Scudamore. Sally Perrett, Sue Elliott, John Leighfield,
Mark Pillinger & Julie Scudamore
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More Remembrance events
Nursery children learn the
importance of Remembrance
Youngsters at The Park Neighbourhood Day Nursery in Kingswood produced a beautiful
poppy display to mark Remembrance Day.
Nursery manager Rachael Bridges said: “We have been spending time talking to the children
regarding the meaning of poppies and why we have Remembrance Day.
“We feel it is important to make even young children aware and have been making the
information age appropriate and informative. We paid tribute to those who did not return
from conflict by decorating a cross in their memory. We used many ways to recreate the
poppy, using wrappers, tissue paper, pens, pencils and more. We also discussed the meaning
behind the purple poppy to remember the animals lost in war.”

Poppy Appeal organiser
leads school assembly
Children at Parkwall School in Cadbury Heath once again took part in a special assembly
in the run-up to Remembrance Sunday to recognise and honour those people who lost
their lives fighting in wars in different parts of the world, both in the past and those
involved in present-day conflicts.
The assembly, which focused in particular on the centenary of the end of the First World
War, was led by local Poppy Appeal organiser Graham Downing, from the Bitton &
Oldland branch of the Royal British Legion.
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Well done Kelsey
and the girls!
The new Fry Club Girls Under 8s team played their very
first game of football on Saturday 10th November at
Somerdale.
They had great fun in the friendly game versus
Whitchurch Sports Girls Under 8s.
Fry Club coach Kelsey Manning said: “It was great to
see the girls play and experience a real game, putting all
their practices in to the performance.”

Candlelit vigil
A candlelit vigil is taking place at the front of Kings Chase
Shopping Centre in Kingswood this afternoon (Wednesday)
to mark the UN International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women.
Next Link Domestic Abuse Services and SAFE Link sexual
violence services are inviting people to join the 3pm vigil to
highlight the number of women and children affected by
domestic abuse, rape and sexual abuse.
Next Link’s chief executive Carol Metters will say a few
words and two larger candles will be lit by survivors to
symbolise the two women who are killed each week by a
violent partner.
There will also be a minute’s silence for gatherers to pay their
respects to those whose lives have affected by domestic
abuse, rape and sexual assault.
Information leaflets will be available.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and
low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Could you help support
a struggling family?
Home-Start Bristol is coming to Kingswood in January
to run its next popular, accredited Volunteer Preparation
training course.
Home-Start Bristol is an independent registered charity
supporting struggling families with at least one child
under five. It recruits and trains volunteers, and carefully
matches them with local families.
The course runs for 36 hours over nine weeks. Course
times are designed to tie in with school hours and
volunteers are asked to attend just one day a week.
Home Start’s Beverly Symonds says: “Volunteers are a
lifeline for a family: helping them get back on their feet
and develop the skills they need to cope in the future.
The courses are really interactive, great fun and you’ll
meet a group of new, like-minded people. In recent
questionnaires, 100% of trained volunteers would
recommend the course to a friend.”
If you would like to become a Home-Start Bristol
volunteer, visit www.homestartbristol.org.uk or phone
0117 950 1170.

SITUATIONS
VACANT

Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.
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Circus seeks to extend its
temporary stay in Kingswood
When circus company YardArts won temporary
permission to keep 15 caravans and mobile homes on the
Kingswood Foundation Estate, a condition was imposed
that they must be gone by this month and the land
restored to its former condition.
But the charity Creative Youth Network, which runs the site,
has asked for permission for the caravan park to be extended
for another two years.
The entourage set up home on the East Lawn, next to the Old
School House, last year after having to leave their previous
site in Bristol because of redevelopment. However, they did
not have planning permission so the application was
retrospective. Permission for the change of use was finally
granted in May of this year, with planning officers
considering it was acceptable despite concerns from some
local residents about the area looking unsightly and that the
presence of the circus affected privacy.
A statement from a representative of Creative Youth Network
in support of the extension says the “very stable, considerate
community” of Yardarts members have blended in well with

other organisations on the Kingswood Estate, and that their
presence on site and their management of it under Creative
Youth Network’s monitoring has resulted in many
improvements including the elimination of local anti-social

behaviour, vandalism and theft, trespassing and litter, and
that security has increased.
The planning reference number is PK18/4603/F and the
deadline for comments is today (Wednesday).

SITUATIONS VACANT
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Scouting Challenge Night
More than 70 Scouts took part in
Wansdyke Scout District's annual
Challenge Night on 9th November.
Despite the driving rain and wind, the

evening went ahead smoothly with all
activities being moved inside.
The young people took part in a variety
of challenge bases designed to test their

Some of the Scouts taking part in Wansdyke’s Challenge Night
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mental, physical and teamwork
skills.
After being placed into teams they
worked their way around eight bases,
including a sports base, map reading,
‘Who’s in the bag?’, and team skills.
The standard of teamwork was very
high this year, leaving all the volunteer
leaders very impressed. Each team was
marked on their skills shown at each
base, which was totalled up at the end
of the evening.
Before the results were announced, a
quiz was held with questions relating to
the centenary of the end of World War
One. Scouts shared their knowledge
and learned about the sacrifices made,
ahead of Remembrance Sunday.
The evening concluded with a long
service award for Ian Tucker, Deputy
District Commissioner, for his service
to Scouting.
Scouts from Keynsham, High Littleton
and Clutton were in the winning team.
Thanks are given to Simon and Jan
Walker and the High Littleton Scout
leaders for organising such a fantastic
evening.

Music therapy
for people
with dementia
According to the local Dementia Action Alliance (DAA)
around 1,000 people in the Keynsham and Saltford area
will be living with dementia by 2030.
One of the major activities of the DAA in Keynsham at
present is the twice monthly 'Music for The Mind'
sessions where people can enjoy some social interaction.
Each session begins with refreshments followed by
percussion activity and the singing of songs from all
generations.
The sessions are held on the second and fourth Thursday
of the month starting at 10.30am at St Dunstan's Church
Hall, Bristol Road, Keynsham. All you have to do is to
turn up. There is plenty of parking behind the church.
For more information call 0117 9837923 or email
dementiafriendlykeynsham@gmail.com

Festive fair
This Saturday morning (24th November) starting at
10.30am there will be a Christmas fair at the Salvation
Army at 266 Two Mile Hill Kingswood, offering gifts,
cakes, toys, refreshments and more.
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Gardening feature

How to grow sweet peas
I have just planted my sweet pea seeds
in my greenhouse. I was very successful
with growing them last year for the first
time.
Sweet peas (Lathyrus odoratus) are one of
the most popular cottage garden flowers,
prized for their beautiful blooms and
gorgeous scent and range of colours. There
is also a wide variety of sweet peas. The
dwarf ones, for example, can be grown in
a hanging basket.
It is a hardy, annual climbing plant
growing to a height of 1-2 metres where
suitable support is available. They can be
grown for cut flowers. Sweet peas have
long roots so it is important to plant them
into a deep container so they can develop
their roots. They grow in full sun and
require well-drained moist soil with lots of
nutrients.
Sweet pea seeds have a hard coating and
some of the information about growing
sweet peas advises you to soak the seeds
in tepid water overnight before planting
them and some information advises you to

plant them straight from the packet. I
carried out an experiment of planting some
after soaking them overnight and some I
planted straight from the packet. I found
that the seeds that were soaked before
planting were the most successful.
Grow sweet peas in a greenhouse
October/November or directly into the
ground in late April. Fill a 10cm deep pot
with good quality seed compost and plant
five seeds, one centimetre deep and cover
with a thin layer of compost. Keep at about
15C.
When watering seeds that are growing in
the greenhouse it is important that the
water is at the same temperature as the
greenhouse. If the water is too cold it can
give the plants a shock and cause them to
die. This is a tip I learnt at a previous talk
on ‘Greenhouse gardening’. Use the
sprinkler attachment on the watering can.
When the seedlings have grown, pinch out
the tip of each stem above a set of leaves
to encourage side shoots, resulting in
bushier plants.
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It is important to pick or deadhead your
sweet peas as this encourages more
flowers. Before transferring the sweet pea
plants from the greenhouse into the
ground, place them outside to let them get
used to the change of temperature before

planting them in the ground.
Sweet peas climb by twining their tendrils
around the support frame. They are often
grown on trellises or archways.
Charlotte Hill
Downend Horticultural Society
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Kingswood
Foodbank
Kingswood Foodbank is now collecting Christmas items
such as selection boxes, chocolate coins, Christmas
puddings, stuffing mix, crackers (to pull), Christmas
cake, gravy granules and family biscuit tins.
The foodbank is based in the Bourne Christian Centre
at the junction of Waters Road with Two Mile Hill Road.
The foodbank team are there from 9.30am to 1pm on
Mondays although items can be left on other days with
the office staff.
The foodbank will be open as usual on Christmas Eve.

Christmas
concert
The Keynsham Good Afternoon Choir, led by Grenville
Jones, meets on Wednesday afternoons at Keynsham
Methodist Church and members will be celebrating
Christmas on Wednesday 12th December from 1.30pm
to 2.45pm with children from Chandag Infant School
the special guests.
A retiring collection will be taken for Keynsham and
District Mencap’s Music Man Project. The choir will be
supporting the charity throughout 2019.
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Can you support
friendship cafés?
The initiative to open
friendship cafés in East Bristol
is hoping to gain charity status
and is looking for more venues.
Gill Flower, who set up the
Bristol Community Friendship
Club to combat loneliness,
started the first café at Longwell
Green Community Centre in
September. She has since opened
a second café at Barton Hill
Rugby Club in Duncombe Lane,
Speedwell.
Gill says both cafés are going
really well, with new people
coming every week. From this
week the Longwell Green café is
moving from a Wednesday to a
Friday from noon to 3pm. The
Speedwell café is open every
Monday from 11am to 2pm.
Everyone of all ages is welcome
at the cafes where refreshments

and light snacks are available,
with free squash for children.
Volunteers to befriend and
welcome people are needed at
both cafés which are joining the
FairShare
scheme
which
redistributes surplus food to
charities that turn it into meals.
Hopes of a café at a venue in
Mangotsfield
have
not
materialised but Gill is looking
for more venues in other areas of
Bristol to open community cafés
next year.
She says: “The venues must have
disabled access and a car park. A
kitchen and large community
space are essential.”
Gill has thanked The Week In for
spreading the word to reach more
people to give them the
opportunity to join. You can
contact her on 0117 9025779.

Gill Flower
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Soap Box

Heading for
'Car-mageddon’
Chris Warren has been a key member of the
campaign group to re-open Saltford Station.
This is his personal view
As an interested observer of all things transport related,
I am concerned and indeed perplexed as to where we are
heading with the 'all our eggs in one basket' (as in roads)
approach to moving people around in the Greater Bristol
region.
Here in Saltford, we are acutely aware of how sensitive the
A4 trunk road passing through the village is to traffic flow.
A set of temporary traffic lights for some minor roadworks
has a knock-on effect that can result in lengthy delays, lasting
hours.
I see in Bath the transformation of the former Stothert & Pitt
works and the associated former Midland Railway corridor
into a whole new community, Western Riverside. The
former Bath Press site which Tesco wanted for a supermarket
is now about to be transformed into more housing. Nearby,
opposite the Royal Oak pub, yet more apartments are being
built, in addition to the hundreds of student flats close by.
Yes, this in many ways is good news for Bath and its
economy, adding thousands of people and jobs to a forgotten
part of the city.
In Keynsham, we see hundreds of houses being built on
former Green Belt land. In a recent edition, plans were shown
of another large development north of the GWR

Jacob Rees-Mogg MP & Chris Warren
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embankment near Broadmead roundabout, with associated
roads and other infrastructure going in. The former Cadbury
site is far from finished, with hundreds more houses yet to
be built. All this new development, adding thousands of
commuters into the mix, is quite staggering when you
consider the only nod to transport are vague aspirations about
‘rapid transit’, metrobus and the much-delayed MetroWest
service, which in its Phase 1 form will have absolutely
nothing for Bath, Keynsham and Saltford, apart from a 30minute service (yet to be confirmed.)
Can you, dear reader, begin to imagine the effect all this is
going to have on the A4 corridor and surrounding road
network?
Then, as if to put the icing on the cake, we are to have a CAZ,
or ‘Clean Air Zone’ for Bath, and as I understand it, nine quid
a time if your vehicle doesn't conform to a certain level of
emissions. This is being introduced with no mitigating
measures or infrastructure to soften the effect of this
additional tax on predominantly those least able to afford it.
We discussed this at our November Parish Council meeting
and real concerns were raised with the prospect of large
amounts of traffic displaced onto roads that are outside the
CAZ. One councillor raised the question of travelling to
Chippenham from Saltford and the route that had to be taken
to avoid the charge. We could not readily come up with a
direct route that avoided burning a lot more road fuel.
Recently there was a report on BBC Points West explaining

how First bus admitted they cannot guarantee the timings of
their services between Bristol and Bath due to acute levels
of traffic. The bus service along the A4 is good, with plenty
of buses per hour in both directions, however it is totally
dependent on how the traffic is moving. As an illustration,
on the evening of November 5th I was held up on the
Keynsham bypass for nearly an hour at around 7pm. Why?
There was a firework display at Avon Valley Adventure &
Wildlife Park, vehicles going in and out of Pixash Lane
causing traffic to back up for miles around. In front of me in
the queue were two double-decker buses full of frustrated
passengers.
Local politicians whose responsibility it is to formulate
transport policy appear to be sleepwalking into chaos. Let's
not forget the debacle of the Batheaston Meadows Park &
Ride and the wasting of over £3m of council tax. At a recent
Parish Liaison Meeting, I asked the B&NES representatives
about Saltford Station and why, in nearly four years, it has
made absolutely no progress, bearing in mind, unless there
has been a change of policy, B&NES are the sponsor of the
project. Timetables were mentioned and then ‘rapid
transit/trams’. I pointed out that we already have a rapid
transit system in place. Brunel built it in 1840 and called it
the Great Western Railway, and he provided a station for
Saltford. Something which appears beyond the ability of
decision-makers today.
The case for our station is stronger than ever, there is room
in and around the site for over 200 cars, it is adjacent to the
main road and will have minimal impact on the village. It is
an easy win and will play a small part in helping people to
move around the region. MetroWest has been delayed for
nearly four years, it will be a travesty if this opportunity is
missed, and the service commences with trains rumbling
through Saltford without stopping.
As the Talking Heads once sang, ‘We're on a Road to
Nowhere’.
Send your contributions to Soap Box by email to
admin@theweekin.co.uk
Aim for around 750 words. We reserve the right to edit or
refuse submissions which may contravene the IMPRESS
Editors’ Code of Conduct.
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Families’ memories of
Great War are
published in new book
“My father woke up in a dugout one morning with a rat
sitting on his chest. It was
obvious he’d been bitten as he
had terrific pains in his
forehead.”
Edward Mitchard’s story from the
First World War, as told by his
now 92-year-old daughter Gwen
Downes, is just one of many by
Age UK B&NES Day Centre
members to be recorded in a new
book
called A Century’s
Memories.
Financed by the Heritage Lottery
Fund and spearheaded by Bath
and North East Somerset Council,
the idea was to speak to members
of Keynsham and Midsomer
Norton day centres and get local
memories from the 1914-18
conflict.
The
project
crossed
the
generations as Army Cadets and
Bath College students were taught
how to interview day centre
members to get all the details from
them. “It was really good to see

the young people going through
the experience,” said session
leader and copy editor Dawn
Gorman. “Some of them were
painfully shy, but they grew in
confidence through the project.”
The older people also benefited
greatly from the project. “At first
they didn’t understand why we
wanted to talk about the First
World War rather than the Second,
which they had direct personal
memories of,” says Ms Gorman.
“But then they started to talk and
it brought back so many memories
for them of what their parents had
told them, and they brought in
pictures and photos for us to look
at. It was wonderful.”
Ray Holland, from the Keynsham
Day Centre, has kept many family
photos from the First World War
and welcomed any opportunity to
talk about the father he adored,
who served with the Royal
Gloucestershire Hussars. “When
my father and uncle started to talk
about the war everyone in our
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Ray Holland

family would sit up and listen,”
said Mr Holland. “My father was
the most wonderful man in the
world. He really, really was. I
always think of him, always look
up to what he told me.”
The recordings and transcriptions
of the interviews will be preserved
for future generations at Bath
Record Office and copies of the
book are available at B&NES
libraries.
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Litter picking with the Wombles
Saltford Wombles’ last monthly litter pick of
the year will take place this Sunday (25th
November) from 2pm to 4pm.
Meeting places vary depending on the area they
decide to target, and details will be emailed to
all those registered with the Wombles and also
posted on the Saltford Environment Group
website.
If you have litter pickers, gloves and hi-vis vest

bring them but if not, they can be
provided. Bags are provided by B&NES
Council.
If anyone would like to know more about
joining the Wombles, whether to adopt your
street or attend the monthly meets, email Jo at
saltfordwombles@gmail.com
Monthly litter picks will resume on Sunday
27th January.

Watches stolen in raid
A home in Lynch Court in Longwell Green was
burgled between 11pm on Friday 9th
November and 9am the following day.
The offenders smashed a rear kitchen window

and stole a number of watches before leaving
through the rear patio doors.
If you have any information contact the police
on 101 or call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where you can expect to see police mobile speed cameras
this week (starting 19th November).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Coronation Avenue, Albert Road, Rock Road and Queens Road; in Saltford
on Manor Road and Norman Road; on the A431 Kelston Road; on the A37 at Pensford.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Hungerford Road, Allison Road, Talbot Road
and Wick Road; in St George on Air Balloon Road, Nags Head Hill, the A420 Bell Hill
Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Kingsway, Hillside Road and Blackswarth Road; on Gordon
Avenue in Whitehall; in Stockwood on Sturminster Road, Stockwood Lane and Ladman
Road; in Hengrove on the A37 Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove Way, Hengrove Avenue,
Hengrove Lane, Tarnock Avenue and Petherton Road, also in Whitchurch at Whitchurch
Lane and Hazelbury Road.
South Gloucestershire:
In Longwell Green on Court Farm Road and Ellacombe Road; in Hanham on Abbots Road
and Whittucks Road; on the A431 Bath Road at Swineford; in Oldland on Mill Lane and
High Street; on Tower Lane in Warmley; on the B4465 Westerleigh Road at Pucklechurch;
on the A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction1 of the M32; on the A4174 at Bromley Heath;
at Blackhorse Road in Mangotsfield; on Henfield Road at Henfield and Overndale Road in
Downend.
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Bike stolen from shed

Tree festival and craft fair

A pushbike was stolen from a shed in the rear garden of a home in Tudor Road, Hanham,
between 5pm on Friday 9th November and 6am on Saturday 10th.
If you have any information which could help the police call 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Potters Wood Methodist Church in Kingswood is holding a Christmas tree festival and craft
fair on Saturday 1st December from 10am to 4pm. Refreshments will be available all day
with the Kingswood Community Choir performing at 2pm.
Entry is free. The church is opposite The Star pub on Hanham Road.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Aerials

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

Health & Fitness

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Home Help

Antiques &
Collectables

Chimney Sweeps

Fencing
Builders
Home
Maintenance

Appliances

Garden Services

Guttering

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Plumbers

To Let

Waste Disposal

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Sewing Lessons
TVs
Wanted

IT & Computers
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Windows & Doors

Plastering
Skip Hire

Venue Hire

Logs

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Yoga

Plumbers
Painting
& Decorating
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com
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