
The actions of the trustees responsible for Hanham Cricket

Ground were in the spotlight at the annual meeting of

Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society last

Wednesday, which was attended by more than 50 people.

The Week In has widely reported on the controversial

“vision” drawn up by planning consultants Colliers

International which would involve relocating sports

facilities from the Hanham Community Centre-owned

cricket ground in Abbots Road to Green Belt land on part

of the Hanham Hills, with homes built on both sites.

Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society

treasurer Gill Forward told the meeting that she had

written to the Charity Commission last year about the

community centre trustees as she was “appalled” at the

way the centre is being run. “They flout everything that a

recognised charity has to adhere to,” she told the meeting.

In her letter, she said that the trustees don’t have the

authority to dispose of the cricket ground against the

wishes of the community and many of its members, and

called on the Commission to investigate.

The Week In has seen the Commission’s response which

says it “must prioritise its limited resources and focus

engagement on the highest risk matters and therefore is

unable to respond to every complaint it receives. 

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
There will therefore be cases where the Commission

determines that a matter falls within its regulatory role but it

decides not to engage following its assessment”. 

At last week’s meeting there was further criticism of the way

the centre is run, with the chairman of Hanham Abbots Parish

Council Steve Hicks saying it “runs on subsidies”. The

meeting also heard from people that trustees are elected for

life and no longer publicise when they are holding their

AGM. One called them “a law unto themselves”.

The trustees were unable to attend but a statement from chair

Kevin Lawrence was read out. He said: “In terms of the

future development of the community centre facilities, the

trustees are looking at opportunities to redevelop the

community centre site to offer an improved, modern,

spacious and environmentally friendly community centre –

potentially giving South Glos a professional performance

space as well as providing accessible facilities for the

community in terms of  meeting and activity space – the

trustees are looking to provide first class facilities for the

people of Hanham for the next 100 years, taking forwards

the work of the ‘wise men’ of the 1940s who had the insight

to create the Folk Centre in the first instance.

“To achieve this goal the trustees have been engaged in a

number of potential projects that could enable this; some of

these involving changes to and/or relocation of our sports

ground. However, I would stress, all such discussions and

options are currently exploratory and without commitment.

It is likely that any such project will be in the medium-long

term, with any ‘new build’ on the High Street unlikely to

commence until at least 2025-2030.”

In his letter Mr Lawrence also hoped the trustees’ goal to

build a modern community facility for the future inhabitants

of Hanham is something Hanham District Green Belt

Conservation Society would fully support.

We asked the trustees to respond to the issues raised at the

meeting. Mr Lawrence said it was “absolutely not true” that

the trustees “flout everything that a recognised charity has to

adhere to”, which he described as a “slanderous remark”.

“We have, over many years, engaged regularly with the

Charity Commission on centre-related matters and ensure all

trustees are fully updated with the guidance on both the role

of trustees and wider charitable matters; and act in all ways

to meet the mission and vision of this charity. The charity

also holds certification as a ‘well-run’ charity.”

He took issue with the claim that the centre “runs on

subsidies”. “The community and sports ground, owned by

the charity, is 98% self-funding; the centre does apply for a

number of grants on an annual basis, and of the £135,000 pa

it costs to run the centre, typically £2,000 is from grants – so

I have no idea where this comment came from. As a good

charity, we publish the accounts on our website.”

He also said it was not true that trustees are elected for life:

“Trustees are in place for three years but are able to be re-

elected – this is as per our constitution approved by the

Charity Commission and is available on the website for

anyone to read. We did advertise for two new trustees last

year and will continue to do so when needed as it is important

to expand the skills and knowledge base of the board.”

Regarding the claim that the trustees no longer publicise their

AGM, he said that when the charity became a CIO

(Charitable Incorporated Organisation) it was recommended

it adopted the Foundation CIO model: “This does alter how

the charity operates, but does follow the Charity Commission

model framework, and has been approved.”

And in response to the claim that the trustees are "a law unto

themselves" he said they have clear legal responsibilities and

must ensure the charity operates within a vast swathe of legal

and legislative controls.  He said that trustee meetings are

attended by a representative from the parish council.

Mr Lawrence added that trustees are happy to meet and

discuss queries with people. 
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Great Western Railway have apologised

to rail users in Keynsham for their poor

service over the last year.

Cancellations and delays have increased and

GWR say they recognise the impact on

customers and communities.

Dan Oakey, GWR’s regional development

manager, told a well-attended public meeting

at the Charlton Cinema at The Chocolate

Quarter last Thursday: “We are sorry that

some of our service has just not been good

enough,” adding: “We know we have let you

down.” He said GWR hope things will start

to get very much better soon.

John Lanchester, GWR’s regional station

manager, also attended the meeting which

was organised by Keynsham Town Council

and Severnside Community Rail Partnership.

However, Network Rail were unable to send

a representative as they were all tied up with

the four-tracking work taking place at Filton

Bank.

MetroWest did not come either, apparently

feeling they would cause more frustration for

the audience as they would not be able to

give clear answers about their proposed

scheme.

GWR are one of the largest train companies

in Britain and their current franchise runs

until 2020. More than £7.5bn is being spent

on electrifying routes from London to

Bristol, Oxford and Newbury, track upgrades

and station improvements. Once Network

Rail have finished, the new trains will

increase capacity and shorten journey times.

But the massive engineering work

programme and fleet change for every route

on day-to-day delivery have impacted

severely on services.

Town Council chair Clive Fricker, who

chaired the meeting, said Keynsham railway

station is very important to the growing town

including its major new employers like

Independent Vet Care (IVC) and Pukka

Herbs at The Chocolate Quarter, and it was

a “psychological blow” that electrification

was not coming through Keynsham as

planned as Network Rail had run out of

money, although he understood it would be

coming eventually. A representative of

Independent Vet Care (IVC) was at the

meeting and said the company had recently

taken over another floor so will have a total

of 500 staff based in Keynsham.

Rail users at the meeting spoke of their

frustration at delays, cancellations and

overcrowding. For the four-week period that

ended in the middle of October, delay

responsibility rested 55% with Network Rail,

35% with GWR and 10% with other train

operators.

Mr Oakey said that MetroWest should bring

a more regular pattern of local services.

When fully implemented, the project will

provide half-hourly train services on all

routes within the main Bristol commuting

area, although the frequency between Bristol

Temple Meads and Bath Spa will be every
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15 minutes including trains to/from London

Paddington. One rail user at the meeting

suggested that GWR should reduce ticket

prices to compensate for the poor service. Mr

Oakey said the ‘Delay Repay’ scheme with

a 15-minutre threshold was due to be

introduced by GWR. He did not know the

timescale but would find out and let the town

council know.

Currently delay compensation kicks in at 30

minutes. However, for holders of a season

ticket valid for a month or longer,

compensation is based on whether GWR

meet their punctuality and reliability targets.

The lack of toilet facilities at Keynsham if

you are stuck waiting for a delayed or

cancelled train was also raised at the

meeting. Mr Oakey said it was unfortunate

but with more than 300 stations on their

network, “I can’t pretend we can fix that.”

Cllr Fricker announced that there would be

more meetings, with the next one in the new

year, and there are hopes that a Keynsham

Rail Users Group can be established. Public

transport campaigner David Redgewell told

the meeting that First Bus should be invited

to future meetings too to help achieve a

better integrated public transport network.

Mr Redgewell also highlighted safety

concerns about the unlit car park near the

station on Keynsham Road which is used as

an overflow car park.

Meanwhile Heather Cullimore, Partnership

Officer at the Severnside Community Rail

Partnership, who was also at the meeting,

said there was scope to improve cycling

facilities for people who travel from the

station. She said there had been

investigations and it would not be possible

to do that on the platform but there was

potential for provision on the other side of

the road at the Somerdale site.

The meeting heard that both GWR and South

Western Railway, which run services through

Keynsham, have community funds available

to which applications could be made for

improving facilities.

See also page 22.
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The boss of a Bristol bus company

has thanked everyone who rallied

round after a fire at his yard last

week in which several buses were

destroyed.

Avon Fire & Rescue Service have been

investigating the cause of the blaze at

the Abus depot in Kingsland Road in St

Philips. Alan Peters, of Abus, said: “In

the early hours of 5th November my

company, Abus Ltd, suffered what

could have been a catastrophic loss of

two double-deck and a single-deck bus

to an unexplained fire at our yard,

which also put another vehicle out of

action. 

“This amounts to nearly 30% of Abus

fleet. Surprisingly, this brought about a

series of events that has reassured me

of the community spirit within the

industry, the community and the

professionals supporting it.

“I was overwhelmed with the offers of

support from those within the industry,

especially from Bath Bus Company

and Reading Buses, who actually took

a vehicle out of service to let me make

use of it. 

“The fare-paying customers of Bristol

and the surrounding areas we serve

have been very supportive. We have

received many emails and phone calls

of support. We have had to use smaller

vehicles on some journeys to make sure

the services continued but managed to

cover all scheduled journeys every day.

Larger vehicles have now been sourced

and all services were running normally

within a few days.

“We received immediate support from

our insurance broker, Gallagher,

who specialise in the transport industry

and were on the scene straight away

and have worked closely with our

insurers QBE to get the claim assessed

and agreed within a week of it

happening. 

“My thanks go out to everyone who has

helped us through this difficult time

and resolved it so expediently.”

Bus chief speaks out
after devastating blaze 

Plans to demolish the former Royal British Legion Club

in Staple Hill have been submitted to South

Gloucestershire Council. The club in Kendall Road

closed suddenly just after Christmas 2016. Earlier this

year we reported that the site was up for sale as a

redevelopment/conversion/refurbishment opportunity. 

Now plans have been submitted by developer Charlotte

Alsop to convert the redundant building, which includes

a dance hall with bar, separate lounge bar, stairwell,

several office rooms, toilets and storage rooms, into

seven large flats with a new access. The plans involve

the removal of the single-storey elements of the building

to the side and front. The remaining two-storey building

would be converted into seven homes, each set over two

floors with two bedrooms. Amenity space is proposed

to the rear and north side and seven off-street parking

spaces would be provided.

The planning reference number is PK18/4995/F and the

deadline for comments is 28th November.

Flat conversion
plan for
former Legion
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A petition calling for the idea of a clean air

zone (CAZ) in Bath to be scrapped has

been signed by more than 3,000 people in

a few days.

The petition has been set up on the 38

Degrees website by Michael Stiff who says

it is a tax on the poor and will lead to rat

running. Bath is one of almost 30 locations

in the UK where NO2 levels exceed

European limits and the Government has

ordered the council to have reduction

measures in place by 2021.  The proposed

CAZ is due to come into effect in late 2020

and the western edge will be set at Royal

Victoria Park on Upper Bristol Road and just

beyond Oldfield Park on Lower Bristol

Road.  In our front page article last week we

highlighted concerns raised at a recent public

forum that the CAZ could see villages like

Bitton, Swineford, Wick and Siston, and the

network of lanes in the Golden Valley

flooded with vehicles avoiding the charge.

Mr Stiff said: “This scheme is really just a

tax on the poor and vulnerable dressed up as

pollution concern. 

“At £9 for a car or van, and a whopping £100

for an HGV, this will really put pressure on

those already struggling. The area is huge

and virtually impossible to avoid without

creating gridlock on rat runs and smaller

residential roads. 

“The traffic will be pushed out to already

crippled roads, raising pollution around

schools and residential areas. 

“The council stands to raise at least £12m per

year, which is really what this is all about.

The rich, who can afford new or electric cars

will not be charged. 

“It will also cripple businesses in the centre

that already have to pay criminal amounts of

business rates. There are other ways to lower

pollution, this is not the answer.”

The consultation is open until 26th

November. Full details of the proposals can

be found at www.bathnes.gov.uk/breathe as

well as in libraries and One Stop Shops.

Petition calls
for clean air
zone plan to
be scrapped

The Friends of Kingswood Park were presented with two awards from the Royal

Horticultural Society’s ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ scheme last week.

The non-competitive scheme is run for community groups who want to ‘green up’ local areas

– adding colour to the community, making new friends and getting active in the local area.

Denise James from Britain in Bloom awarded two certificates – a Level 4 ‘Thriving’ award

to Kingswood Park and a Level 3 ‘Advancing’ award for the work the Friends have done in

Kingswood town centre.

The park certificate was presented to groundsman Stuart Hughes, while the town centre

certificate was presented to Jim Whittaker and Rafick Ackbar from the Friends.

Both awards see the Friends going up one level from last year.

Diane Thomas, chair of the Friends, said: “We want to thank all the volunteers who helped

with their hard work to achieve these awards.”

Kingswood’s floral
efforts are recognised
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 18th November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-5pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

A report into potential changes to Greenbank playing

fields in Hanham reveals deep criticism of the football

club that play there and their landlord South

Gloucestershire Council.

The council carried out a consultation after being formally

approached by AEK-BOCO Football Club to give landlord’s

permission for the club to apply for planning consent for

proposals including eight 15-metre high floodlight masts

around the main pitch, plus two covered spectator areas.

The club say they want to improve facilities so they can play

higher level league football at their Greenbank Road ground,

although this season the men’s 1st team are currently third

from bottom of the Marcliff Gloucester County League. 

The consultation was carried out by the council’s corporate

research and consultation team and the key findings were

released last week. The report does not contain any

recommendations but highlights various issues.

They include this: “Lack of trust in the council and AEK-

BOCO increase scepticism that these changes could be

managed responsibly or that the decision will be made fairly.

Historical and current behaviour of the football club and

supporters, unsatisfactory enforcement of the lease’s rules by

the council, along with broken promises from local

councillors, council officers and the club, have led to a

general sense of powerlessness in being heard, being able to

influence decisions, or solve impediments to quality of life

around the playing field.” 

The consultation revealed a great deal of support for the

football club’s role and contribution to the local community,

especially in terms of positive activities for young people.

However, there are a number of concerns with how the

proposed changes would affect local residents including

more noise and anti-social behaviour alongside worsening

traffic problems.

The suitability of the residential location for these changes

was raised by a number of respondents, and in particular how

the light pollution from floodlights would affect the quality

of life in houses next to the pitch, as well as how the

infrastructure could reduce property values. 

Objections to the fencing, pitch re-orientation and spectator

stands were often based on fears of reduced public access

and usage of the pitch (for various activities and by children),

in favour of singular use for adult football matches. 

There is concern amongst some respondents that accepting

the proposed changes would be a “slippery slope” to AEK-

BOCO requesting further development in future.

Read the report in full at https://consultations.

southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/Greenbank18/consultationHome

Consultation reveals severe criticism
of council and AEK-BOCO

Supporters’
attempt to
influence survey?
As part of the consultation, residents living within 600

metres of the site received a postal survey, asking for their

views and feedback on the potential changes at the ground.

Analysing the findings, the researchers noted that the

postcode in which AEK-BOCO FC is based (BS15 3RZ)

produced 93 more responses than there are households. 

They said: “As no other postcode has produced more than

100% response rate, it may be assumed that a possible reason

for this is that a certain number of members of the public

have submitted surveys using the club’s postcode as their

residential address.”

The council’s survey received a total of 673 responses, of

which 291 were completed online and 382 received as paper

copies.

One resident told us this week: “I am glad to say the council

reviewers picked up that there were apparently dozens of

people living at the AEK-BOCO clubhouse as many of the

supporters who do not actually live anywhere near here all

gave that as their address.” 

He called it a “botched attempt” to influence the result.

Meanwhile a Freedom of Information request to get

communications between the council and AEK-BOCO over

the last two years released was submitted by residents living

close to the ground over a month ago but they have yet to

receive a response.
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LETTERS
Centenary tribute shows

our caring community
Dear Stephen

I was proud to be among the large crowd who

gathered in the welcome sunshine at the

Memorial Park gates in Keynsham on the

centenary of the Armistice for a brief but

moving service and the laying of wreaths. 

A long procession of local armed forces,

members of various public organisations, the

Royal British Legion and the Scout movement

had marched from an earlier service at St

John’s Church.  

The event was very well organised in all

respects and I think we should be grateful that

we live in such a caring community. Thanks to

all who planned and led it so well.

We Will Remember Them.

Hazel Powe 

Praise for window display 
Dear Stephen

The Poppy Appeal launch held at the Royal

British Legion Club in Keynsham was a huge

success. 

On behalf of the Royal British Legion

Keynsham branch I would like to thank all the

pubs, businesses and individual people,

including the launch itself, for raising a

massive £3,287.82 money for the Poppy

Appeal. 

Amorée Radford 

RBL Keynsham Branch Secretary 

Poppy Appeal thanks 
Keynsham Town Council has shared this letter
that was sent to the town clerk Dr Cheryl Scott
Dear Dr Scott

My job takes me all over the South West of

England and I was in Keynsham today when I

came across the Goldies Shop window display

commemorating the 100th anniversary of the

ending of WW1.

I felt I had to write to tell you that I have seen

dozens of these on my travels but none portrays

the poignancy and tragedy of that conflict as

much as that staging.

It really is the best I have seen and is a credit

to Keynsham. I hope you are able to share this

with your town councillors

Congratulations to those responsible for

producing the display and I hope they get some

community recognition.

Alisdair Burten

Bikers’ total lack of 

respect
Dear Editor

Shame on you, the moronic motor bikers of

Keynsham. The ones who mindlessly speed

round the track near Durley Hill causing noise,

pollution and disruption on Sundays and

weekdays. 

You have been a nuisance for months, possibly

years, and although complaints to the council

have had an effect, the noise pollution

continues. 

The final straw was this Sunday, Remembrance

Sunday, when the nation comes together to

observe two minutes’ silence in respect of those

brave people who have sacrificed themselves

in conflict in order that you can enjoy the

freedom you have. 

We would have thought you would have the

decency and compassion to have at least ceased

your activities for a couple of minutes during

the silence, but no. 

The noise of motor bikes revving and racing

around the track continued unabated

throughout. This noise permeates through the

Avon Valley and across to Hanham where we

live. Attempts by us to observe and reflect on

this Remembrance Sunday were destroyed by

you, selfish, mindless minority. 

Shame on you! 

ML & J French 

An evening of nostalgia 
Dear Stephen

I wrote to you mid-September last year with

details of an exhibition arranged by the

Camerton Local History Group entitled

‘Camerton Railway Event’ to take place at

Camerton Community Hall. You very

generously publicised the details in The Week

In and amazingly we welcomed people from

Stockwood, Bitton, Oldland Common,

Bridgeyate and Keynsham after they had read

the article in your publication. Speaks volumes

for the popularity of your newspaper and

circulation area it covers. 

For that event I was wearing my publicity hat

as a member of Camerton Local History

Group. I am a member of three committees or

groups in our village and today I am wearing

another hat to assist the committee of Camerton

Community Hall. 

As part of a programme of winter talks to raise

funds for Camerton Community Hall (a

registered charity) an illustrated talk entitled

‘Radstock Coal & Transportation’ will be

presented by the well-known local railway

enthusiast and amateur film-maker Andrew

Linham at the hall this Friday (16th November)

at 7pm. 

The talk will include rare film footage

predominantly in colour taken by Andrew

himself of the various rail lines with mainly

steam motive power, together with rolling

stock around the North Somerset area

recording the transportation of passenger

traffic, coal and freight. 

Without question this will be an evening of

nostalgia and historical interest. Admission on

the door is £5 and this will include the interval

refreshments of coffee or tea and biscuits.

There will also be a licensed bar. The series of

winter talks have been extremely popular so

people are advised to arrive early. 

There is extensive free parking at the hall

which is situated at the junction of Weekesley

Lane from the B3115 Timsbury to Bath road at

Meadgate, Camerton.

Cyril James

‘Villages will suffer from

pollution charge’ 
Dear Editor

The proposed pollution charge to drive in to

Bath lacks common sense and practicality for

people who live in villages west of Bath

including High Littleton, Paulton, Timsbury,

Farmborough and Marksbury. 

Due to recent changes to bus services we have

no reliable public transport to get to Bath. We

have to use our own cars/ vans and in the

process from 2020 will get ripped off by the

sum of £9 day. If your car is pre-Euro 4 petrol

(older than approx 2006) fair enough, but that’s

not the case with diesel as if your car /van is

older than 2015 (pre-Euro 6) it’s tough – you’ll

pay £9 a day.

This is just typical Conservative politics, solve

a problem by making money out of it. The rot

started years ago, what you sow you reap. In

the 1980s Maggie Thatcher and the

Conservatives asset-stripped the country with

a big sell-off including transport and utilities so

nowadays our bus services run for profit, not

service.  

Alternative modes of transport infrastructure

need to be in place before they bring in the

pollution charge, not after.

Name & address supplied

Keynsham Park needs an

indoor area 
Dear Sir

While enjoying a coffee and cake with friends

in Keynsham Memorial Park, we put the world

to rights.

Then, someone said we will not be meeting out

here much longer as the weather is on the turn.

It’s a shame the park does not have an indoor

area where we could sit with our coffee. This

started a new topic of conversation, resulting

in this letter to The Week In.

As we looked at the people here, there were

three parties of mothers with push chairs and

young children, three dog owners, one gent

with his two grandchildren and a football, and

us oldies.

We talked further on this and we all agreed, is

it not time for a big, well-attended park in

Keynsham to have an indoor space, especially

given the growing number of new, young

families moving to Keynsham? Perhaps our

far-sighted planners may consider this?

John, Silus and friends

Prove you care about

Kingswood  
Dear Editor

‘Show your love for Kingswood’ is the title of

your article in Issue 550, prominently featuring

a photo of the MP for Kingswood and the
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LETTERS

Metro Mayor. 

Is this yet more duplicitous talk from Chris

Skidmore?  If he really loved Kingswood High

Street, why did he choose to abandon his office

there for the more salubrious premises in

Hanham?

Did he consider, as he walked past it on his

walkabout, that he could show he cared by

moving his office back there, and thereby

contribute to the regeneration of a much

neglected area? 

Linda Gates

Why we must abandon

Green Belt philosophy 
Dear Stephen

The selfish 'Special' plea from Lib Dem

councillors (Issue 550) shows nothing has

changed in five years since Issue 280, except

the increased homeless problem. 

Saltford grew up around a commercial

enterprise, surrounded by a few farms,

warranting a couple of shops and a pub -

conveniences which attracted the well-off from

the two local cities to escape overcrowding and

pollution and build homes there. 

These first 'Green Belt' polluters, instead of

agreeing to a properly regulated and planned

extension of these pleasant living conditions,

have taken the “I'm all right Jack” position,

screaming for protection. 

They're blind to the plight of residences in

places like Easton and Windmill Hill, whose

back window view is a walled yard 15ft square

back to back with a similar house, full of

recycling bins – because the front door opens

onto the pavement - and no possibility of being

rehoused. 

Everybody should have a right to 'Green Belt'

conditions, with adjacent green areas to act as

'lungs', as did Bristol originally, with housing

grouped in squares with one in the middle, and

wide access roads, but then they lost their way,

providing inadequate parks.

With an expanding population we must

abandon this rigid Green Belt philosophy,

there's enough for all to benefit. Develop it

fairly, houses should have a garden size based

on occupancy, allowing space for at least two

vehicles off road per resident family (most

houses in my area have sacrificed their front

gardens) with an adjacent communal park.

Future roads made wide enough for visitor

parking on both sides, still allowing sufficient

room for emergency, refuse, and delivery

vehicles.

Abandon this slum perpetuation policy based

on the existing Green Belt, acres of which can

be seen immediately from any highway outside

city limits - of no benefit to its population.

M O'Regan 

Lobby watchdog over

banned advert 
Dear Stephen

As we daily watch the Christmas adverts from

our supermarkets begging us to overspend on

food that we do not need, Iceland decided on a

different approach. It is a supermarket that

takes its responsibility to the environment

seriously as has been shown by its stance on

the banning of plastic packaging. 

Its advert addresses a huge problem in the

world, that of the deforestation of rain forests,

much of the damage being done by palm oil

growers. 

This product is used in the manufacture of

many of the items that we daily put into our

shopping trolley - bread, pastry, cereal,

chocolate, soap and detergent to name just a

few. One of the world’s largest producers is

Indonesia where the equivalent of 146 football

pitches – yes 146 – of rainforest are lost every

hour. Indonesia is now the fourth largest

producer of carbon emissions as a result of this.

Iceland, which had palm oil in 150 of its

branded products, has pledged to be palm oil

free by the end of this year. It therefore decided

to use its Christmas marketing budget on an

animated short film showing an orangutan and

the destruction of its habitat, the rainforest.

Each day 15 of these animals are dying as a

result, as of course are many other creatures. 

The advert however has been vetted by

Clearcast, an organisation that is responsible

for clearing adverts on behalf of the UK

commercial broadcasters and making

recommendations to the Broadcasting Code for

Advertising Practice, who has subsequently

banned it, as being of a political nature. 

The reason is that the film was originally made

by Greenpeace, who gave Iceland permission

to use it, changing the words etc. to that of

Iceland. Whilst I am not a member of

Greenpeace or even endorse all of their

campaigns, this is a major environmental issue

and I don’t rate a short film that is trying to

save wildlife as being political. 

Could I urge your readers to go on to the

website and watch this advert where it is

readily available – it is brilliant. Then go onto

the website of Change.org and sign the petition

to get this ban overturned. Them email the

Chairman of Clearcast at mark.

white@clearcast.co.uk and ask him to explain

his organisation’s actions. We owe it to the

orangutans!

Mike Barrow

Keynsham

Parliament and democracy  
Dear Stephen

The sense of helplessness that many of us feel

in the face of the present Brexit shambles

surely gives cause for thought about the very

nature of our current first-past-the-post

representative democratic model. 

In the 2016 Referendum, the electors of

B&NES voted to stay in the EU, although

Jacob Rees-Mogg has assured us that the voters

in his particular part of the area reflected the

national result, with 52% opting to leave and

48% favouring remain. 

Be that as it may, for many it was a difficult,

considered and finely-balanced decision. Very

few would knowingly have voted for an

outcome which would make this country very

clearly worse off, less influential in the world

and facing years of difficult and uncertain

economic, social and employment prospects.

Yet we are all - both the 48% and the moderate

bulk of leave voters - represented in Parliament

by the reckless and extremist European

Research Group agenda espoused by Mr Rees-

Mogg. 

Although many people have apparently

changed their minds in the light of today's

reality, rather than the cheery and baseless

promises of the Brexit campaign, Mr Rees-

Mogg tells us that it is more democratic to stay

with a referendum result reached two years ago

in a fact-free vacuum than to give people the

chance to make a final decision now when the

facts are known. 

I wonder if anyone inventing democracy today

would come up with anything as bizarre and

dysfunctional as our current Westminster

system? 

Alastair Singleton

Look and listen, Mum 
Dear Editor

A particular piece in your recent and excellent

Poets’ Corner was entitled ‘That Mobile

Phone’. It brought a tear to my eye. 

I am a grandfather, retired, living within 100

yards of a primary school and a regular

dog walker. I share the sad sentiment expressed

so poignantly in the poem – that mums are

often more intent on their mobile phone

conversation than having a conversation with

their children. 

Also some are so concentrating on looking

down at their phones that they are not looking

out for their children. Thankfully, on occasions,

it gives me great pleasure to overhear a child

excitedly or earnestly telling Mum a story from

their day and Mum intently listening. 

You must read that poem!

Robin Champion 



The Whitfield Tabernacle in Kingswood, one of the most ‘at

risk’ Grade I listed buildings in the UK, has taken a big step

towards being saved, thanks to a partnership between

Crossman Homes and the Whitfield Tabernacle Trust.  

The building in Park Road, which dates from 1741, is widely

regarded as the birthplace of the Methodist movement.

Currently a ruin, it will be renovated and redeveloped as a

community space, under plans being put forward.

The site, previously owned by PG Group, has lain dormant for

many years due to its challenging layout, complicated planning

issues and unviability concerns.  

Crossman Homes bought the land next to the Tabernacle from

PG Group in May and is planning to convert the existing

Masters Church on the site into 19 apartments and to erect three

new-build homes. The company has pledged to assist in the

renovation and rebuilding of the neighbouring derelict burnt-

out shell of the Tabernacle, working closely with the Trust,

which was formed in October 2017.

Simon Ellis, director of Bath-based Crossman Homes said:

“We’re delighted to be part of this exciting development

working closely with the Trust, Chris Skidmore MP and South

Gloucestershire Council.  

“Our involvement provides the first realistic proposition that

this ‘at risk’ Grade I listed building can be saved from collapse,

bringing it back into good use for the community. We’re well

placed to tackle this challenging site following our recent

successful redevelopment of the Wesleyan Chapel (in

Blackhorse Road) in Kingswood.”

Crossman Homes’ plans include providing a new public park

which they will gift back to the council for local people to use

and enjoy.

Mr Skidmore said: "I was delighted to bring both Crossman

Homes and the Whitfield Tabernacle Trust together for the first

time in order to begin a dialogue about how to best progress the

Tabernacle's restoration. Already Crossman Homes is working

on a plan for the Masters Church and the wider site, which

should help transform this unloved part of Kingswood, but I am

extremely keen as the local MP  that we get a viable plan for

restoring the Grade I listed Tabernacle that will have the support

of the Trust and the local community together, so that we can

finally end the situation of a worldwide historic site simply

rotting away.”

Toby Savage, the leader of the council added: “I’ve been really

impressed with Crossman Homes’ work on other sites locally,

which bodes well for finally unlocking the potential of the

Whitfield Tabernacle site to contribute towards an exciting

future for Kingswood’s town centre. As a council, we look

forward to examining the specific planning proposals being

submitted for this site.”

The Whitfield Tabernacle Trust celebrated the first birthday of

the charity with news that it had obtained its first grant to fund

clearance of the debris and overgrowth inside the ruin. Whilst

this will not be obvious from the outside, it is vital for the

ongoing progress of the project.

The Rev Anthony Hick, who chairs the Trust, said: “We are

encouraged that after a long time of preparation, we are now

able to take this first step. We can now look forward to

exploring the various options for the future of the structure, as

we seek to fulfil our remit to ‘conserve, preserve and improve

for the public benefit Whitfield Tabernacle as a building of

historic interest’.”

The Trust has four other trustees - local councillors April

Begley, Martin Farmer, Pat Rooney and Kim Scudamore.

The Rev Hick added: “We are pleased that the owners of the

area around the Tabernacle, Crossman Homes, are also making

progress in their plans for the burial ground and Masters
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Roofing material (6)
4. Molest (6)
8. Non-stick surface (6)
10. Hamper (6)
11. Poison (5)
12. Viral skin

disease (6)
14. Sudden (6)
16. Loose earth (4)
17. Bellow (4)
19. Sufferings (4)
22. Blemish (4)
26. Citrus fruit (6)
27. Strength of

purpose (6)
28. Brute (anag.) (5)
29. Mull over (6)
30. Pill (6)
31. Bear witness (6)
32. Vulgar (6)

DOWN
1. Irritable (6)
2. Bear the expense (6)
3. Velcro (anag.) (6)
5. Hands on hips (6)
6. Fervour (6)
7. Fairy (6)
9. Bird's home (4)
10. White frost (4)
13. Mountaineer's

spike (5)
15. Shaving device (5)
18. Fairground game (4-2)
19. Type of wood (6)
20. Departure (6)
21. Visionary (4)
22. Soot (4)
23. Edible tuber (6)
24. Garment maker (6)
25. Heavy mallet (6)

After years of neglect, hopes are
high that heritage site can be saved

In last week’s issue we reported on concerns raised by

local residents about drug taking and dealing in the Mill

Lane underpass at North Common.

Now police tell us they have made progress, with beat

team officers stopping and searching a group of people

last Saturday evening. A small amount of cannabis was

seized from one of the individuals.  

Police say they will continue to patrol the area. 

Cannabis seized

Whitfield Tabernacle 
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Retirement, loss of a partner or long-term sickness can

often conspire to isolate men at different stages of their

lives.

Some retreat to their shed which often reinforces the

situation, but the Men in Sheds movement is better than

a shed at the bottom of the garden. It’s a place to meet

like-minded men for company whilst at the same time

using skills learned over a lifetime or to learn new skills

to do something worthwhile for the community. 

The by-product of this is that men find they have a new

purpose in life, resulting in a new-found confidence and

satisfaction, as well as forming friendships which go

beyond the Shed.

Men in Sheds in Warmley have been lending their

expertise to help Legs4Africa, a Bristol-based charity that

provides physical rehabilitation and emotional support to

African amputees by recycling redundant or outgrown

prosthetic legs donated from UK hospitals and

individuals.

Mervyn Bishop, who runs the Warmley Men in Sheds,

based at Kingswood Heritage Museum, says: ‘We use the

same workshop as the Bristol group of the charity Tools

for Self Reliance who refurbish tools and sewing

machines so that Africans can earn their own living. So

when Legs4Africa asked if we could dismantle legs to go

to Africa, we were immediately sympathetic to what they

were doing.

“In the first six months of working together we have

dismantled about 300 legs – we think Legs4Africa is

having a job to keep up with us!”

Find out more about Legs4Africa at www.legs4africa.org

To find out more about Men in Sheds email

mervyn.bishop@yahoo.co.uk, or leave a message for him

at the museum on 0117 9605664.

George Whitfield

Church, and are happy to co-operate as ‘neighbours’ in

developing both sites after years of the area being blighted by

neglect.”

One of the options for the future of the Tabernacle is as a

community space for the performing arts. Development will

entail applying for further grants and other sources of funding,

and the Trust has been helped in this by CVS South

Gloucestershire. The Trust says it will continue to consult

locally to explore possible options for future use.  

The Tabernacle was erected in 1741 on the instructions of

George Whitefield, whose open-air preaching had a profound

effect on the local people, especially the miners. The building

provided somewhere to meet and a place of education.

How Warmley men’s
group is helping
African amputees



Detectives investigating a murder and serious assault in

Fishponds have issued an appeal for information on the

mobile messaging app Snapchat.

Operation Blueshift officers have created a story on the app

in the hope of identifying those involved in the death of 21-

year-old Ronald Leigh and the serious assault of another man

on 9th October.

The victim of the linked assault has been named for the first

time in the Snapchat appeal – which also highlights the

£1,000 reward on offer from Crimestoppers to anyone who

provides information leading to a positive result.

Oneil Yearde, 46, of Bristol, was assaulted by multiple people

at a bus stop on Downend Road at around 8.40pm. The

incident happened less than two hours after Mr Leigh was

stabbed on Gill Avenue shortly before 7pm.

Mr Leigh died of his injuries three days later while Mr

Yearde remains in hospital with “life-changing injuries”. It’s

believed the Gill Avenue incident led directly to the attack

on Mr Yearde.

Six people have been arrested in connection with the assault

on Mr Yearde. No charges have yet been brought.

Senior Investigating Officer Detective Inspector Mike Buck

said: “It’s now a month since Ronald Leigh was fatally

stabbed and Oneil Yearde was assaulted by multiple people.

“We have come a long way in our investigation since the

night of 9th October but there are still questions we need

answering. We believe there are people who have

information which could help us provide answers to both

families and obtain justice for them but for whatever reason

have not come forward with it.

“We’ve issued several appeals through traditional media, as

well as on Facebook and Twitter, but we’re now using

Snapchat as we felt we needed to reach another audience. If

you have any information about either incident, in particular

who was involved, please get in touch with us or provide it

to Crimestoppers.

“You don’t have to provide your name and you could earn

yourself a reward of £1,000 if the information you provide

leads to someone being charged.”

Trojan Blinds is going from strength to strength since

opening a showroom on Keynsham High Street almost two

years ago.

The bespoke blinds company is owned by Brad Sellars. He

has more than 20 years’ experience in supplying and

installing blinds, and Trojan does both home and

commercial work. 

The new house-building going on in and around the town

was a key reason Brad chose to open his showroom in

Keynsham and that has proved a sound decision. Many of

his clients are from the new homes going up at Somerdale,

Bilbie Green and The Meadows, and also at Lyde Green. 

Brad’s team has grown and now he has installation

manager Matt Baker working for him, along with office

manager Michaela Ross, senior showroom host Nicole

Brand, Saturday showroom assistant Diana Schuch and

bookkeeper Maria Hemmings. He also has two commercial

vehicles on the road.

The showroom is bright and stylish with a huge choice of

blinds for windows and doors. Free fitting is included in

the price you are quoted.

Trojan already offers Perfect Fit frames, an easy click-in

frame solution for different styles of blinds, and from the

new year will be the only business in the region offering

Intu Blinds, which is a neat integrated system. Trojan is

also a showcase for shutter company Shuttercraft. 

The showroom also carries a stock of pleated paper blinds,

a stylish instant fix for bare windows, great for while

you’re waiting for your new blinds or shutters or have just

moved to a new home and need instant privacy. These

temporary blinds come in white, black, grey and natural

and a choice of sizes which can be cut to fit. Prices range

from £8 to £12.

Brad has signed up to the British Blind and Shutter

Association. The BBSA has been instrumental in leading

the campaign for window blind safety for babies and young

children.

The showroom is open six days a week - Monday to Friday

from 9am to 5pm and on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm.

Customers are welcome to look around the showroom at

their leisure and browse through the huge choice of sample

books at the hundreds of options available.

Brad is planning promotional offers linked with themed

seasonal window displays, such as Easter and Christmas. 

For a free home visit and no obligation quote, call Brad on

0752 846 7699, visit www.trojanblinds.co.uk or call into

the showroom at 43 High Street, Keynsham, and chat to

the friendly team.
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Detectives issue Snapchat
appeal over murder and assault

Scene of the fatal stabbing

Ronald Leigh 

Advertising feature

Making your windows look spectacular

From left, Matt, Michaela, Brad & Nicole

The shop’s window display for the Armistice centenary
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The work of the Friends

of Hanham Abbots

Conservation Area was

outlined to the Hanham

District Green Belt

Conservation Society

meeting last Wednesday by

Richard Boissevain, the

current owner of Hanham

Court which is part of the

hamlet.

Hanham Abbots was

designated as a

Conservation Area in

October 1989. The name is

derived from the Abbots of

Keynsham Abbey, who

between 1330 and 1539

owned the original Court

and much of the surrounding

land.  The conservation area

includes the Hanham Hills,

which are under threat of

development.

Mr Boissevain said the

Friends had been busy

clearing verges and had also

uncovered the entrance to

the ancient animal pound,

pictured, hidden under brush

and woodland for hundreds

of years. The pound is

believed to date from the

1300s and there are hopes

that it can be listed as a

scheduled monument.

Mr Boissevain called

Hanham Abbots “a window

into a medieval world” and

said it needs to be preserved

for future generations.

Ther Friends have plans to

put up information boards in

the hamlet, showing the

area’s history, flora and

fauna. Meanwhile, rumour

has it that there are tunnels

running under the River

Avon which used to connect

Hanham Court and

Keynsham Abbey and Mr

Boissevain told the meeting

he believes this is likely and

is investigating.

‘A window into a
medieval world’

Issues with parking and poor street lighting at Shortwood View in Kingswood were

raised at the recent Community Engagement Forum meeting.

Staff from Avon & Wiltshire Mental Health Partnership, who are based in the nearby

Civic Centre, reportedly park in residents’ parking areas at Shortwood View and the

meeting heard that there have been some “flare ups” which have led to a difficult

situation. 

Community engagement officer Nessa Jarman said that AWP has been written to,

asking that their staff are encouraged to be more considerate and also seeking

clarification as to how the organisation’s car park works with regard to passes.

Meanwhile two representatives from the sheltered accommodation at Shortwood View

attended the meeting to raise concerns about the poor lighting in the area. As a result,

residents are reluctant to venture out. 

They said there are many walkways surrounding the sheltered accommodation, making

it an easy target for criminals. Youths gather in the area and there was an attempted

robbery at knifepoint in nearby Crates Close recently. 

Mark King, South Glos Council’s head of StreetCare & Transport, who was at the

meeting, said he would look into the lighting issue.

Parking and
lighting concerns
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There were parades as well as church and open-air services across our area on

Remembrance Sunday to mark the centenary of the World War One Armistice. 

Several beacons were lit, symbolising an end to the darkness of war, and church bells rang

out in celebration of peace. 

Here are pictures from a selection of Sunday’s events.

Huge crowds attend Remembrance events

A service was held at the war memorial at Somerdale. The 165 poppies represent all
the names listed from both world wars and the photos are of Fry’s 26 office staff
who were killed in WW1 (from 136 employees killed in total).
Picture: Barbara Thompson

There was a large turnout at Warmley War Memorial

Keynsham remembers. Picture: John Aldridge
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An estimated 500+ people attended the service at the war memorial in Hanham 
Picture credit: Stephen F Evans

Paying tribute at the war memorial in Mangotsfield. Picture: Chris Taylor

Marking Remembrance Sunday in Lyde Green. Picture: Chris Taylor

The beacon on Pomphrey Hill - there were also other local
beacons, including at Siston Common and King George V
Playing Fields in Downend. Picture: Chris Taylor
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option. 

Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  

Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the

FRIDAY preceding publication.

Keynsham Mencap’s Super Saturday Club, a weekend

social club for children, turned 10 this year and at the

end of last month they held a party to celebrate. 

Members and volunteers past and present were invited along

and joined in the celebrations with family and friends. There

was tea, cake and candy floss, and music was played by past

member DJ Dan. There was also entertainment provided by

a close-up magician and a children’s entertainer.

Among the guests was Grenville Jones from singing charity

the Goldies. He fund-raised for the club in 2013 to enable

them to take the youngsters to Disneyland Paris. 

Session workers who have visited Super Saturday Club to

deliver activities over the last 10 years also came along to

the party.

Super Saturday Club began 10 years ago with the help of a

BBC Children In Need grant and subsequent funding from

the BBC charity ever since. Therefore the children were

excited to have a guest appearance from mascot Pudsey

himself.

Super Saturday Club provides a variety of fun social

activities for children aged between four and 18 and is held

every Saturday from 10 to noon during term time at

Threeways School at Odd Down, catering for children with

a range of learning disabilities and autism in a fully

supported environment with fully qualified staff and trained

Kids’ club celebrates
10th birthday

SITUATIONS VACANT

Brislington retailer Mark Ireland Pianos has been

serving the community with one of the most

comprehensive selections of digital piano and keyboards

anywhere in the south west.  There are still a few more

weeks of trading left, while the remaining stock is sold

off. After six years, Mark is closing the shop in West

Town Lane that he has successfully run on his own. He

has been selling digital pianos for more than 13 years as

he previously worked at Swift Music. 

There are still a good number of display models and

accessories available at great prices with the help you

need to maximise your music hobby or even career. 

Mark says everything must go and the remaining stock

available is all from the current ranges of Casio, Kawai,

Roland and Yamaha.  All prices are available on the

website www.markirelandpianos.co.uk

All pianos are offered with free local delivery and

assembly.

Piano shop’s big
closing down sale

Mark Ireland
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A petition has been launched to get effective speed

calming measures installed on Willowherb Road in Lyde

Green as soon as possible. 

Local councillor Rachael Hunt, who launched the petition,

says it is an ongoing issue and more urgent action is urgently

needed to ensure the safety of road users and residents.

She said: “In late 2017, local residents and I raised the issue

of speeding along Willowherb Road with South

Gloucestershire Council.

“Speed checks have since been conducted on Willowherb

Road next to School Square, with one check capturing the

average speed as 34mph. This is a significant difference to

the speed limit of 20mph.

“These speeds are very worrying, particularly now the

primary school and community centre are open and with

plans for the nursery currently under consultation.

“The speed calming measures currently installed on

Willowherb Road are evidently not having the desired impact

on speeds. The raised tables next to the school are shallow

and barely noticeable and the wide sections of the road fail

to slow traffic.

“We have received assurances that improvement plans are

being drawn up for several months, but these plans have still

not been submitted by the developers and with the nights

drawing in once again, concerns are increasing further.

“Various ideas have been floated by myself and local

residents, but this petition does not suggest what solution(s)

are appropriate. It simply aims to call for well-researched and

safety-audited improvements to be made to bring down

speeds to a safe level.”

Willowherb Road has not yet been adopted by the council,

so Cllr Hunt understands that the responsibility for any

upgrades currently lies with the Gardiner-Theobold

Consortium of Lyde Green developers.

Meanwhile Cllr Hunt and local residents have been speaking

to the industrial units in Vertex Park at Emersons Green to

reduce issues and concerns with industrial related traffic

along the road.  The petition, which is addressed to both the

Consortium and South Glos Council, is on the change.org

website and so far has more than 250 signatures.

Petition to reduce speeds on
busy road in Lyde Green

Willowherb Road 
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It’s fair to say that public transport

issues have dominated headlines in

The Week In over the years and

seemingly more so of late. 

Whether it is frequency and reliability of

train services at Keynsham Station or the

lack of public subsidy being blamed for

the withdrawal of bus services such as

the No 10 Lyde Green to Southmead

Hospital service, there are infrastructure

challenges which go beyond the remit of

the bus or train operators.

Many thought the creation of a Metro

Mayor last year to head a West of

England Combined Authority (WECA)

would bring about a step change in

transport policy and the creation of a

regional transport authority. Now, 18

months after being elected as Regional

Mayor, Tim Bowles dropped by The

Week In office to try to answer some of

our questions over a cup of coffee.

First up, on the matter of bus services

and his delayed bus strategy publication,

the Mayor urged patience. As well as

concerns about the loss of the No 10,

there is also currently a petition calling

for a bus franchising scheme for the

Bristol area as the city “desperately

needs improved public transport”, as we

featured in Issue 549. The number of

people who have signed it is now

nudging 1,000.

Although WECA now has responsibility

for public transport, the Mayor is clear

that any subsidised routes must still be

financed by individual local authorities

(South Gloucestershire, B&NES and

Bristol). 

And although the 2017 Bus Services Act

devolved powers to regional mayors to

determine the routes and services in the

area and then invite operators to bid to

run them (as happens in London) Mr

Bowles explained that it is first

important to carry out a proper analysis

of the system currently works. Only by

using real data is it possible to formulate

how buses should operate in the region

in future. He said that detailed research

has and is being carried out and that

public consultation on the bus strategy

will indeed take place early in 2019. 

As far as improvements to the rail

infrastructure and the much-awaited

MetroWest urban network which will

see 30-minute services through

Keynsham Station, again the message is

patience. Although more people are

probably aware of the current work

being carried to ‘four-track’ the line

between Bristol Temple Meads and

Parkway stations, Mayor Bowles insistd

there is, and has been considerably more

investment going in to parts of the

system which are not so immediately

apparent, such as signalling. 

Until these projects are complete, there

is not the capacity to instigate the sort of

changes commuters have been asking for

despite growing numbers of users at

Keynsham Station. As we have reported

previously, new employers in the town

such as Independent Vet Care have

expressed frustration at the difficulties

faced by staff in getting to work at The

Chocolate Quarter.

The first phase of MetroWest is due to

see an upgrade of the service between

Severn Beach and Bath, leading to the

introduction of the 30-minute frequency

through Keynsham. The Mayor

confirmed that consideration is now

being given to extend the route from

Bath to Westbury. Phase 1 is currently

scheduled to start in 2021.

Tim Bowles says passengers will then be

able to “turn up and go”: “You won’t

need to look at a timetable, as you do in

London on the Underground.” He also

says the scheme will take pressure off

the roads.

Finally we asked about electrification. In

2016, despite preparatory work having

taken place, including through

Keynsham, the Government announced

that full electrification of the line from

London to Bristol Temple Meads would

stop just west of Chippenham. Shortly

afterwards, The Week In interviewed

Mayor urges patience on  
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Transport Secretary Chris Grayling (who

was in Bristol supporting Tim Bowles’

election campaign) on when the scheme

would be completed. His response

was that it was far more important

to have new trains and more capacity

than to worry about how they were

powered.

When we asked the Mayor whether it

was still his intention to carry out a pre-

election desire to complete the scheme,

he gave us a reply almost identical to that

of the Minister 18 months earlier. He

meets Chris Grayling regularly and

discusses electrification with him but he

is keen to stress that people are already

noticing better trains (the Intercity

Express Trains) and the wi-fi. Bristol

Parkway now has a full electric service

(although trains still run on diesel to and

from Swindon), and the area has better

connectivity than some suburban parts of

London. The chairman of Network Rail

has said that Bristol is in fact the best-

connected city in terms of frequency.

It is fair to say that since May 2017, the

Mayor’s feet have seldom touched the

ground - he works seven days a week -

and with the small matters of the West of

England Joint Spatial Plan and Transport

Study due for examination in public next

year, life is unlikely to become any less

hectic. When asked about the possibility

of mayoral question-and-answer

sessions, he referred us to his diary and

pointed out that getting out and about in

the region to meet with businesses and

organisations is as big a part of his daily

(and evening) schedule as chairing

committees or meeting with ministers.

WECA holds its meeting in different

parts of the region so there is lots of

opportunity for people to have their say.

On a wider issue, the West of England

recently hosted a meeting of the group

calling itself M8 – the eight Metro

Mayors in the country including Sadiq

Khan from London and Andy Burnham

from Greater Manchester. 

As well as being proud to show off some

of the attractions of Bristol, Mayor

Bowles said that the group is evolving

into an important cross-party

organisation forming a working

agenda of issues to discuss with

government.

transport issues

Tim Bowles
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Plans to make changes to

the Red Lion in Staple Hill

which involve keeping the

pub and building several

homes on the site have been

submitted to South

Gloucestershire Council.

Some of the existing

extensions and outbuildings

would be demolished and

building work would take

place to accommodate some

flats and two semi-detached

homes. Premium Abodes are

behind the plans for the pub,

the oldest parts of which date

from the early 19th century

when it was originally a

blacksmith’s.

A new two storey flat-roofed

side extension is proposed to

the existing west elevation,

fronting Broad Street,

together with a single-storey

rear extension with a roof

lantern to serve as a garden

room for the pub to provide

additional seating. 

There is an existing four-bed

flat above the pub, which it is

proposed to divide into a

two-bed flat and a three-bed

flat. It is also proposed to use

the first floor above the

proposed side extension as a

two-bed self-contained flat. 

To the corner of Broad Street

and Lydney Road it is

proposed to create a two-

storey extension for a six-bed

‘cluster flat’. To the south-

west corner of the site a pair

of semi-detached three-bed

houses are planned. 

With only two parking

spaces proposed, Premium

Abodes say they would be

willing to contribute towards

a car club scheme for a three-

year period. They say the

proposed development is in a

sustainable location with

good active travel credentials

and would have a low

reliance on the private car.

Cycle parking and refuse and

recycling storage are also

proposed for the site.

Even though there is no

private amenity space for

three of the units, and

“undersized provision” for

another two, the application

points out that Page Park is a

two-minute walk away.

The deadline for comments

is Friday 23rd November and

the reference number is

PK18/4888/F.

Red Lion redevelopment
plans are unveiled

As the doors open at 9am this Saturday (17th November) Keynsham Scouts will

celebrate 40 years of their fundraising auction. The first one was held in 1978 on a

Friday evening and raised what was then a massive sum of £532, with bidding not

stopping until 1am.

Over the next 40 years the auction has proved a very lucrative fundraising event for

the Scouts, a great day out and the place to pick up bargains for those who like to think

of themselves as antique collectors.

The picture above is taken from the early days, when the Scout HQ in Ashton Way

was half the size it is today.

One of the original auctioneers Barrie Dunn (standing in the white shirt), together with

Sue White standing next to him, are both still involved. 

Scout auction
celebrating 40 years

The Aerial Man (Dan Grace) Ltd are launching their latest

service on ‘Black Friday’ - 23rd November - at 10am. 

Having opened their new shop on the Kingsway just over

a year, the friendly team have continued to supply the

local community with their Which? Trusted Trader rated

services and are now opening their clearance television

centre. We met up with Dan at the shop to find out more.

After he showed us good range of branded TVs, he

explained how and why the new shop operates. All the

stock, including models by LG, Samsung, Sharp and

Blaupunkt, have come from a specialist wholesaler. This

new supplier has been set up to work with most of the

national electrical retailers and deal with their 14 -day

customer returns, end of line and open box stock. Each

TV has been through a very detailed inspection process

by the supplier, with a second inspection and test by the

team at The Aerial Man. Each TV also comes with a 12-

month warranty.

Dan says the planned prices on Black Friday will be really

low! Some of the boxes the TVs came in were a little shop

soiled but, as Dan says, you’re not buying the box! He

and the team are also available to deliver and install your

new TV if needed for a small charge.

On Black Friday, TVs will be available from LG,

Samsung, Sharp and Blaupunkt ranging from 20in to 50in

to take away on the day whilst stocks last. 

Dan has promised to reveal the prices in next week’s

issue.

Advertising feature

Clearance TV centre opens in Kingswood
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CCTV cameras are being installed at metrobus stops in

South Gloucestershire, Bristol and North Somerset to

help ensure the safety and security of passengers using

the facilities. 

Cameras have already been installed along the M3

metrobus route, which launched earlier this year. The

first cameras along the M1 route, which is due to launch

in January 2019, will be installed during November. 

The use of at-stop CCTV was included in the original

planning consultation carried out as part of the metrobus

project which highlighted positive benefits these

security features would provide for all passengers. 

The privacy of residents living nearby has been carefully

considered and properties near the stops are not captured

by the scope of the cameras. 

CCTV cameras
being installed at
metrobus stops Two people have died in what police have described as

“tragic and complex circumstances”.

A man died at the scene of the incident which took place

at around 5pm on Thursday 8th November at a property

in Cambridge Street in Redfield. A woman who suffered

serious injuries in the incident died in hospital the

following night.

Senior Investigating Officer DI Mike Buck said: “We

would like to thank the local residents for their

support during the initial stages of our investigation. Two

people have lost their lives in tragic and complex

circumstances and our thoughts are very much with their

families.

“We would like to thank people for their patience while

we continue our investigation in order to unpick those

circumstances and fully understand what happened.”

Police believe this is an isolated incident and are currently

not looking for anyone else in connection with their

investigation, but if anyone has any information they think

may help, call 101 and give the call handler the reference

number 5218249321.

Two dead
in Redfield

Bitton AFC Juniors are the youth division of Bitton AFC

who were founded in 1892.  An FA Chartered Standard

Development Club, they take players aged six to 18.

The first team are very successful and the club also have

a strong under 18s team who play in the Somerset

Floodlight league. 

Players are encouraged to progress from youth to adult

football within the club which pride themselves on

developing their volunteer coaches through continuous

FA coaching and training.

The club are currently looking to recruit players in Year

1 and Year 2 (training on Saturdays from 9.30am to

10.30am) and Year 4 (training on Wednesdays from

5.30pm to 6.30pm).

A new girls’ team is starting so girls in Year 7 are invited

to join training on Mondays from 6pm to 7pm. 

Email Ann Price at bittonjuniorsafc@gmail.com to find

out more or just turn up on the training day.

You can also find the club on Facebook.

Club seek
junior players

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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A property in Dawn Rise in Kingswood, was burgled between 5pm

and 10.30pm last Thursday (8th November). 

A lean-to shed was entered and a crowbar was used to smash the

rear window of the kitchen door. The home was searched and

jewellery stolen. If you have any information contact the police on

101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Intruders smash their
way into home

Ofsted says that “rapid

improvements” are being made

at Staple Hill Primary School.

Following an inspection in

September, the education

watchdog published its report last

week. Three categories -

effectiveness of leadership and

management, personal develop-

ment, behaviour and welfare, and

early years provision – are judged

to be good. 

However, both quality of

teaching, learning and assessment

and outcomes for pupils need

improvement, resulting in an

overall Ofsted rating for the

school of ‘Requires Improve-

ment’.

The report highlights that in

recent years, pupils’ outcomes in

writing and maths at the end of

Key Stage 2 have been

considerably lower than those of

other pupils nationally. Over

time, weak teaching has meant

that pupils have not achieved as

well as they could. 

In the past, pupils did not achieve

well because governors did not

hold leaders sufficiently to

account. 

Teachers do not provide

sufficiently challenging work in

maths, particularly for the most

able pupils. 

However, Ofsted adds: “The

recently appointed executive

headteacher, headteacher and

restructured governing body have

taken swift and decisive action to

bring about rapid improvements.”

The school, which has just over

300 pupils, is said to be “a warm

and welcoming place”.  

Pupils enjoy school and

behave well. Parents who the

inspection team spoke to were

very positive about the care and

education their children are

receiving.

The executive headteacher Ross

Newman has thanked all the

parents who shared their views

with the inspection team and sent

messages of support to the

teachers and staff. 

He also thanked the pupils for

being “amazing learners every

day” and thanked the staff team

for all their hard work over the

last year for taking on all that has

been asked of them.

‘Rapid improvements’
at Staple Hill
Primary School

More than 1,000 local children and their families took part searching

high and low for paper pumpkins hiding along Hanham High Street. 

The pumpkin trail was organised and run by Nicola and Maggie at

Eclectic Gift Shop. Every child completing the trail received a

certificate and families had a goody bag to share. 

Pumpkin trail success
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Bereavement

Family

Announcements

South Gloucestershire Council’s

Cabinet last week voted to install

Open Access at Hanham Library

which will finally extend its opening

hours.

The swipe card system will be made

possible by installing an internal grille

across the children’s section of the

library to comply with fire safety

regulations relating to emergency exit

routes. 

This issue had previously prevented the

self-service system from being

installed. The programme was widely

introduced to libraries across South

Gloucestershire a year ago.

Open Access technology enables

libraries to open for longer periods

without staff; in South Gloucestershire

it has enabled the council to extend the

hours when the libraries are open to

823 hours per week (363 staffed hours,

460 Open Access hours).  Since

introducing Open Access, more than

4,400 people have registered to use the

service (19 per cent of adult users) and

there have been 40,000 visits during

Open Access times.

The scheme at Hanham will cost

£54,000, of which £39,325 will come

from a Section 106 developer

contribution, and the remainder from

the council’s existing library service

budget.

As part of the changes, some children’s

book shelving will be moved to the

main library to enable access to

children’s books whenever the library

is open.

The option of installing a grille over the

children’s area was chosen over

another more costly option which

would have involved taking land from

the neighbouring Baker Street Nursery

and Pre-school to create a new fire

exit.

The land is used as an outside play area

under licence by the nursery and that

option would have had a detrimental

impact on the children who use it. 

The nursery submitted a statement to

the Cabinet, welcoming the support

and consideration shown in the

planning for Open Access and

“understanding the huge impact this

would have on the children”.

Hanham Library to benefit
from Open Access scheme

A wooden owl stolen from Woodstock play area in

Kingswood has been found with the help of The Week

In.

South Glos Council had appealed to local people to help

find the beautiful wood carving and we carried a story

about it in Issue 549.

And last week the council tweeted: “Thanks to a vigilant

local resident and coverage by @The Week InEditor,

our beautiful wood carving missing from Woodstock

play area, Kingswood, has been recovered. 

“The base is damaged but the owl is intact so we hope

to be able to repair it soon.”

Guess hoos
been found?

The death has been announced of former Labour

councillor Jim Lingard. 

Jim moved to Keynsham from Bristol in the late 1950s

and first stood for election in 1973, winning the ward

of Keynsham South on Wansdyke District Council. 

He represented the ward a further three times before

being elected to represent Keynsham West division on

Avon County Council in 1991. 

On local government reorganisation in 1996, Jim was

elected to the new Bath and North East Somerset

Council and served until his retirement in 2003,

representing Keynsham North Ward. 

On his retirement, Jim was made an Honorary

Alderman of Bath and North East Somerset. 

He was also a governor of Broadlands and Castle

Primary schools.  This week his close friend and fellow

councillor Adrian Inker sent condolences to his family

and everyone who knew him.

He said: “Jim was committed to serving Keynsham and

its residents and fought tirelessly to improve the town

and make it a great place to live. 

“Jim was very principled, honest and dependable. He

was very supportive to myself and others during our

early days as council members. Jim was a great friend

and comrade who will be sadly missed.” 

Death of Alderman
Jim Lingard 
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A new consultation has been launched by Bristol City

Council to gather views on options for the level of council

tax from April 2019. 

As part of the budget planning, the authority is consulting

on a number of options ranging from no rise in council tax

through to a 4% increase. Every 1% increase in council tax

would raise approximately £2m to support the delivery of

services and would add approximately 31p per week to the

council tax bill for Band D properties. 

The 4% option would include 1% reserved to help pay for

adult social care through the social care precept. 

The implications of each option are explored within the

consultation survey – if council tax is not increased then new

savings or other sources of funds, such as generating income,

will need to be found. 

People living in Bristol are being urged to have their say on

these proposals before the closing date of midnight on

Monday 17th December. The consultation survey is

available at www.bristol.gov.uk/budget2019-2020. 

Marvin Rees, Mayor of Bristol, said: “Over the past two

years we have put a lot of work into getting a tighter grip on

the council’s finances so we can make progress with vital

improvements needed in the city. 

“During that time we have had to make some tough

decisions about where we spend our shrinking budgets to

meet the needs of residents without compromising the ability

of future generations to meet theirs. We have taken these

decisions early in this administration to get us on track to

meet our goals such as building more homes. Getting here

has not been easy and many challenges posed by

Government austerity, rising costs and increasing demand

for services still lie ahead.  

“We’d like to encourage as many people as possible to take

part in this consultation, which is a chance to have your say

about the money we raise through council tax.” 

Since 2010 the council has identified over £276m of savings.

In line with the proposals agreed in February 2018 this

includes £41.9m savings which will be made over the course

of four years from 2019/20 to 2022/23. 

This is necessary to address future budget challenges and

continue to deliver the services that are valued by Bristol

residents. 

Bristol City Council
budget consultation 
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Service Directory

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Builders

Electrical

Events

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Garden Services

Guttering

Hair & Beauty

Hair & Beauty

Home

Maintenance

IT & Computers

REPAIRS, NEW AND

USED COMPUTERS OR

ACCESSORIES.   

Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

Logs

Cleaning

Services

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Fencing

Motor Services

Oven Cleaning
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Service Directory
Painting

& Decorating

Plastering

Plastering Plumbers

Plumbers

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING

SERVICES.   

For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Therapies

TVs

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Windows & Doors

Windows & Doors

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.

Qualified tradesman.

Efficient /reliable.

References available 

07861 898902 / 01275

831696 or visit our website

djamesdecorating.com   

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book

the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or

specific insertion dates as

long as the total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks
Pet Services

Tile Services

To Let
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